
IRRIGATION CLAUSES AMENDMENT BILL 2010 

SECOND READING SPEECH 

• Mr Speaker, I move that the Bill be now read a second time. 

• The purpose of this Bill is to make minor amendments to the Irrigation 

Clauses Act 1973 clarifying who is eligible to be granted irrigation 

rights. 

• Mr Speaker, the Irrigation Clauses Act 1973 provides the statutory 

basis for the administration of irrigation districts in Tasmania.  Under 

this legislation, responsible water entities are able to construct and 

operate irrigation schemes that supply water either through a system 

of irrigation rights or through a system of general availability. 

• Through the system of irrigation rights, the legislation provides 

statutory entitlements and also provides for those entitlements to be 

transferred.  These entitlements provide certainty to farmers as well 

as a tradeable asset, and ensure that their lenders have the 

necessary confidence to provide investment for irrigation 

development. 
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• Mr Speaker, irrigation districts are important to the agricultural sector 

in Tasmania, and their importance will increase in the future.  There 

are currently seventeen irrigation districts operating under the 

provisions of the Irrigation Clauses Act, and the majority of water 

supplied within these districts is done so through the system of 

irrigation rights. 

• The Australian Bureau of Statistics estimated that in 2008-09 some 

262,300 megalitres of water was used on Tasmanian farms for 

irrigation, by 1,962 agricultural businesses. 

• According to the Bureau, 15% of the water used for irrigation in the 

State in 2008-09 was supplied by responsible water entities 

administering irrigation districts. 

• Over the next few years, we will see an increase in the number of 

irrigation districts in Tasmania through the Government’s irrigation 

development initiative. 

• An irrigation district will provide the administrative basis for the 

construction and operation of each irrigation scheme developed by 

the Tasmanian Irrigation Development Board. 
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• Of the seventeen current irrigation districts, the Whitemore Creek 

Irrigation District, Great Forester Irrigation District and Sassafras 

Wesley Vale Irrigation District have all been established recently to 

underpin the construction and operation of TIDB schemes. 

• An additional 13,000 megalitres of water should be supplied through 

the Whitemore Irrigation Scheme, Headquarters Road Dam Irrigation 

Scheme and the Sassafras Wesley Vale Irrigation Scheme within the 

next one - two irrigation seasons. 

• The Board is investigating the feasibility of a number of other irrigation 

schemes across the State, and applications to establish irrigation 

districts for those schemes that progress will be made in due course. 

• The projects being investigated at present are likely to supply an 

additional 159,000 megalitres of water through the relevant irrigation 

districts. 

• Mr Speaker, it has been noted many times in this House that the 

Government has clearly recognised the importance of our water 

resources and the need for their ongoing sustainable use and 

development. 
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• Access to water must be supported by a clearly defined, certain and 

secure water access entitlement system to underpin investment in 

water dependent businesses around this State. 

• To this end, Mr Speaker, I am introducing amendments to the 

Irrigation Clauses Act to provide certainty to operators of new 

schemes and prospective purchasers of irrigation rights in these 

schemes.  

• The amendments I present today are minor in nature and relate to the 

issue of who is eligible to be granted irrigation rights.  In its current 

form, a literal interpretation of the Irrigation Clauses Act may give rise 

to uncertainty in relation to which persons responsible water entities, 

or ‘undertakers’ as the Act refers to these, are able to grant irrigation 

rights. 

• Section 23(2) of the Act currently provides that under the system of 

irrigation rights, an undertaker may grant to the occupiers of land in an 

irrigation district and their successors a right to be supplied each 

irrigation season with a certain volume of water. 
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• The proposed amendments clarify that as the Minister administering 

the Irrigation Clauses Act, I may approve that an undertaker may 

grant an irrigation right to a person other than an occupier of land, 

subject to any conditions that I deem appropriate.  Furthermore, the 

grant of an irrigation right will no longer be subject to provisions 

pertaining to the occupation of land by the holder of the right. 

• Some further minor consequential amendments to other sections of 

the Act are also made to clarify certain matters in relation to rights 

held by non-occupiers of land. 

• Mr Speaker, the Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and 

Environment has recently undertaken a comprehensive review of the 

Irrigation Clauses Act.  It is my intention to introduce a suite of major 

amendments to the Act in 2011.  This will ensure that the 

administration and operation of irrigation districts is based on a 

contemporary legislative framework. 

• In the interim, these minor amendments are intended to remove any 

ambiguity around who may be granted irrigation rights in irrigation 

districts, and ensure that the legislation is entirely consistent with the 

intent of the National Water Initiative. 
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• In conclusion, I am pleased to present a Bill that will provide certainty 

to operators of new irrigation schemes and prospective purchasers of 

rights in these schemes. 

• Mr Speaker, I commend the Bill to the House. 


