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DRAFT SECOND READING SPEECH  

 

HON. JEREMY ROCKLIFF MP 
 

Water Management Amendment (Consequential and Transitional 

Provisions) Bill 2015 

*check Hansard for delivery* 

Madam Speaker, I move that the Bill be now read a second time. 

The purpose of the Water Management Amendment (Consequential and Transitional Provisions) 

Bill 2015 is to amend various legislative instruments consequent on the enactment of the Water 

Management Amendment (Dam Works) Bill 2015. 

The Water Management Amendment (Consequential and Transitional Provisions) Bill 2015 also 

provides for savings and transitional measures for existing dam works permits and for dam 

works permit applications currently under consideration, and amends the Water Management 

Act 1999 accordingly. 

Madam Speaker, it is my intention that this Bill and the Water Management Amendment (Dam 

Works) Bill 2015 will commence concurrently.  At this stage the proposed commencement date 

is the first of January 2016. 

When the new dam works approval process commences, there are likely to be some permit 

applications that have been partially considered by the Assessment Committee for Dam 

Construction.  Whilst the Assessment Committee is to be abolished through the Water 

Management Amendment (Dam Works) Bill 2015, Madam Speaker, the Bill provides that the 

consideration of such applications will continue without interruption with the final determination 

made by myself or my delegate. 

Any requests for information, matters relating to representations or any other actions in relation 

to an application made under the old dam works approval process will simply be dealt with in 

accordance with the relevant provisions of the new approval process.  

Currently under the Water Management Act 1999, a dam works permit is not required for dam 

works which are not constructed on a watercourse and hold less than one Megalitre of water.  

Under the new approval process these works will require a permit.  Madam Speaker, the Bill 

provides six months for relevant dam works that are underway when the legislative changes 

take effect to be completed without the need to obtain a dam works permit. 

Lastly Madam Speaker, to avoid doubt, permits that have been issued by the Assessment 

Committee for Dam Construction will continue in force, subject to their existing conditions.  

The savings and transitional arrangements also provide mechanisms to ensure any enduring 

permit conditions relating to the operation of a dam, offsets or mitigation measures can be 

transferred to the appropriate regulatory mechanism. 
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Madam Speaker, this Bill, in conjunction with the Water Management Amendment (Dam Works) 

Bill 2015 supports the continued integration of the assessment of all environmental matters 

relevant to a dam works permit application, through a range of consequential amendments to 

other legislation including the Forest Practices Regulations 2007, Inland Fisheries Act 1995, 

Threatened Species Protection Act 1995 and the Wildlife (General) Regulations 2010. 

This Bill also makes minor consequential amendments to ensure consistency in terminology to 

the Farm Water Development Act 1985, Gas Act 2000, Gas Pipelines Act 2000, Irrigation Company 

Act 2011 and the Meander Dam Project Act 2003. 

Both this Bill and the Water Management Amendment (Dam Works) Bill 2015 are aimed at 

simplifying and further streamlining the dam works approval process, cutting red tape and 

providing a quicker, cheaper and more efficient application pathway for proponents wishing to 

obtain dam works permits. 

Madam Speaker, I commend the Bill to the House. 


