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14th August 2012 
 
Hon Bryan Green MP 
Deputy Premier 
Minister for Primary Industries, Parks, Water & Environment 
10th Floor, Executive Building 
15 Murray Street 
Hobart    TAS   7000 
 
Dear Deputy Premier 
 
Re:-  Importation of Poppy Capsule 
 
I refer to the meeting held in Launceston on the 31st July 2012 where you took the opportunity to 
advise that you had approved an “absolutely one-off” application by TPI Enterprises Ltd (TPI) to 
import raw poppy capsule from Turkey. 
 
Further to that meeting Poppy Growers Tasmania (PGT) Committee of Management has met.  
Following overwhelming support from growers statewide the PGT Committee   instructed me to 
write to you with a very simple message – Tasmanian poppy producers say “NO” to any import of 
poppy capsule from Turkey.  
 
The reasons for our opposition have been previously and repeatedly canvassed with yourself and the 
government. To that end I refer you to the PGT submission to the Acting Secretary, Department of 
Health and Human Services dated 19th January 2012 in response to the first application by TPI to 
import raw poppy material from Turkey (copy attached) 
 
Much has been made by the few solitary supporters of the TPI plan of the embryonic proposals by 
both GlaxoSmithKline (GSK) and Tasmanian Alkaloid Pty Ltd (TasAlk) to investigate alternative 
sources of supply off Tasmania as a ‘back-up’ supply in the event Tasmania is unable to meet the 
land requirements to increase its growing area in the face of increasing world demand for pain 
management products. 
 
PGT recognises this possibility and is currently in discussions with both GSK and TasAlk individually to 
address such eventualities. 
 
PGT believes it is most important for you and the Government to understand that the proposal by 
TPI is viewed by our members in a totally different manner in respect of immediate importation as 
opposed to the long term ‘back-up’ proposals by GSK and TasAlk. 
 
 
 



The TPI proposal is premised on Tasmania having already exhausted its available poppy growing 
area. 

 
This is quite clearly in our view a false premise given the fact GSK and TasAlk have between them 
contracted 28,000 ha of land to grow poppies for the 2012/2013 season. The land area is large and 
yet was contracted within a few weeks of offers opening to growers. 
 
This is the largest area ever contracted to grow poppies and both companies report they are 
currently turning away qualified growers with premium land because their area requirements are 
fully subscribed. 
 
This begs the question – why has TPI not been able to attract growers?  Or more to the point, why 
has TPI lost the support and confidence of growers that it had so quickly gained in 2007/08? 
 
TPI in recent press statements seeking to defend its import action cites, insufficient land, bad 
seasons together with stubborn grower loyalty to the major companies as the cause of its current 
problems.  At our meeting we indicated that you had aligned yourself with the financial situation of 
TPI.  Whilst that subject is relevant, it is not a matter we currently bring to your attention as we 
await the 2011 results for TPI to be lodged with ASIC. 
 
PGT’s response to the TPI claims is:-  land is available as evidenced by the 2012/2013 contracted 
area being in excess of 28,000 ha with growers being turned away by both GSK and TasAlk, 
2011/2012 was definitely a good average season by any record and TPI had strong grower support 
when it commenced operations in 2007, only to witness a large proportion of that support 
evaporate particularly over the past two seasons. 
 
What remedial action did TPI take throughout 2011 and early 2012 to regain the support and 
confidence of growers following the refusal of their 2010 application to import?  Why have you not 
worked with the company to improve its relations with growers?  It would appear as nothing has 
been done by TPI and there is nothing positive that you have been made aware of about the realities 
affecting farmers from day to day with this company.  The reality is that as TPI has indicated that its 
seed is being used in Turkey already this is not a Turkish crop but a TPI crop grown in Turkey as 
opposed to Tasmania. 
 
TPI’s keenness to grow from its own seed in Turkey has exposed you and the Government to ridicule 
as the farming community is quickly forming a view that you have, with the greatest of respect, been 
fooled by TPI’s own self-serving spin. 
 
This raises the next question - what action has the Government required of TPI to ensure they will be 
able to regain the support and confidence of growers to ensure they will be able to contract 
sufficient area in 2013/2014 to meet their contracted orders without the need to import raw poppy 
capsule from Turkey on an on-going basis? 
 
PGT holds firmly to the view that poppy imports should not be permitted until all available poppy 
growing opportunities in Tasmania have been exhausted and only then after a full bio-security risk 
assessment has been completed. 
 
Such bio-security assessment as a matter of significant importance must investigate concerns about 
the effectiveness of methyl bromide to penetrate deeply into massed capsules in containers and the 
compressed poppy capsule itself.  I am referring to capsules in pellet form where the fumigation 
must extinguish all and any fungi spores, pathogens and other microscopic life hiding deep inside the 
pellet. 
 



TPI has a water based extraction process.  Its competitors use solvent based processes that by their 
very nature kill all living organisms.  We raise this issue as a matter of importance because concerns 
have been raised by microbiologists that because of the water based process and as fungi, 
pathogens and other bacteria thrive around water, new alien disease could easily be introduced to 
Tasmania via this process. 
 
Deputy Premier – there are alternatives to imports! 
 
1. One avenue that PGT urges the government to explore is to request one or both of the two 

major companies to grow a crop under their contractual arrangements up to and including 
harvest, and then to on sell that crop to TPI at arms length commercial arrangements. 

 
2. Another proposal that should be investigated is that a third party organisation with 

agronomic experience be contracted to grow the crop.  The government could guarantee 
that grower and contractor payments are made in a timely manner. 

 
PGT urges the government to give serious consideration to these proposals particularly in light of the 
unprecedented tight financial conditions currently being experienced by Tasmania’s fresh vegetable 
processors. 
 
Also of concern for potato growers is the recent announcement by Simplot that it will not be offering 
contracts for early grown potatoes this season. 
 
Unfortunately for a number of farmers this will leave them without a potato crop at all in 2012/13.   
However, this could well release further ground to supply TPI and that land would be available for 
planting NOW! 
 
It is important that we conclude by once again advising of our total opposition to the importation of 
raw poppy capsule until all avenues to have the crop grown in Tasmania have been exhausted and 
then only after a comprehensive bio-security risk assessment has been completed. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Keith Rice 
Chief Executive 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


