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Dear Members, 

This issue is possibly the largest yet in terms of content. As you will see, it was decided at 

the AGM to approach Niall Livingston, the Chief of the Clan Livingston/Maclea to ask him to 

act as Patron of our society. He has graciously accepted and I am particularly thrilled. I 

ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ [ŀŘȅ {ǘŜǿŀǊǘ ƻŦ !ǇǇƛƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǾŜǊȅ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άǊŜƛƴǎέ ǘƻ 

ƘƛƳΣ ƛŦ ǎƘŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ bƛŀƭƭΩǎ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘΣ 

so that members can get to know more about him. 

Since our meeting in mid year, our Patron has been busy discussing the situation regarding 

the marker board at Culloden with various stake-holders. I have included the draft 

document that will be discussed by the combined Clan Chiefs of Scotland in the hope that 

the McLaren Chief and the National Trust for Scotland will listen to our position. I believe 

that it is an accurate and full account of the historical situation for the Stewarts of Appin.  I 

am very appreciative of his commitment to the cause of our forebears. As members will 

recall, I wrote to the National Trust last year as have many others from different families 

and septs of the clan.  

L ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǎŜǘǘƭŜǊǎΩ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

hardships. It is hard to imagine how they achieved so much in such difficult environments, 

but there was great strength and courage shown by all those dislocated families who took 

on huge challenges and showed so much tenacity. The sadness felt by the family of John 

McColl from Tatura who was lost in World War 1, is palpable when reading the accounts 

and looking into his photo. Such sacrifice and bravery in a young man who was swept up in 

a terrible time. 

Our Annual General Meeting was well attended and very enjoyable with many members 

bringing their fascinating historical materials and photographs. It was great to meet new 

friends and renew old ones. 

My thanks again go to Kevin Livingston who has done such a terrific job of keeping the 

accounts and being in touch with members and the Livingston clan. You are as solid as a 

rock my friend.  

 I wish members much love, laughter and happiness at Christmas and good health for 2009.  

May you all feel the joy of family and spiritual connections. 

 

Slainte, 

Heather (McCole) Butler 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 AGM PHOTO 

Back Row L to R:  Kevin Livingston, Bruce McCole, Alan McCole, Peter McColl, Phil McColl 

Middle Row:  Shirley McCole, Mrs Steward, Rob Stewart, Clare Warn, Maxing McColl, Heather Butler 

Front Row:  Heather McLean, Sadie Hogg, Geoff Butler, Prue McColl and Ian McColl 
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Friends of Appin Society -  Annual General Meeting held Sunday,  

June 29th, 2008 

At home of Bruce McCole, 496 Bay Street, Port Melbourne  

 

Meeting opened at 2.15pm 

Present:  Kevin Livingstone, Sadie Hogg, Prue McColl, Ian McColl,  Heather MacLean,  Clare 

Warn, Shirley and Alan McCole, Peter McColl,  Bruce McCole,  guest speaker Rob and Mrs  

Stewart,  Phillip and Maxine McColl,  Geoff and Heather Butler 

Apologies: Mairi Lester, Roseanne Hogg, Doug McCole,  Phyl McCole, Mary Keer MacKenzie     

(Stewart), Donald McColl, Myra McKenzie Penning, Jen, Kirsty and Scott Butler, Colin and Rae 

Campbell, Rob McColl,   Gordon McColl, Ronnie and Maggie Burns, Jessie Henderson, Lindsay 

and Marian McColl, (late) Muriel and Aileen McColl 

Minutes of previous meeting were accepted as true and correct record 

Matters  arising:  

Position of patron was deferred to general business 

Correspondence in :  Clive Ronneberg  from NSW ς  a proposal to set up a McColl website            

  Correspondence  out: nil 

Treasurers Report:    Current balance: $2000.22 

Accounts for payment 1) K Livingston............ $180  (maintenance of web-site) 

                                        2) H Butler..................$130  (postage) 

Discussion of membership rates:   

Resolved that rates remain the same and that dues be sent out in July. 

/ƻƴǾŜƴƻǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘΥ  

Welcome to all, especially newcomers. The first meeting held at St Helens planned for a group 

of 10 members.  My thanks to Kevin Livingston for a decade of hard work and dedication in 

spite of some health set-backs for both Kevin and his wife, Sue.  Thanks also to Pauline Lyons 

for her assistance with publishing the newsletter and her patience. 

The need to connect to our past remains strong for all members. Internet and email are terrific 

tools, but personal connections are still the most potent form of communication. There are so 

many nuances in direct contact in addition to the words being spoken and information shared. 

The possibility of a Return Trip to Scotland in 2010 has been raised with me and I would 

ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊΩǎ ǾƛŜǿǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘΦ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ōŀŎƪ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ 

special events planned for most months. However, It is likely that there will be many thousands 

of people, so 2010 might be a better option. It also gives members more time to save their 

fares. 

It was my great honour to be asked to attend a conference held at the Scottish Parliament on 

behalf of the Tasmanian Parliament in 2007. It was a memorable time and I was made very 

welcome, especially as I have such an interest in Scotland and Tasmania seems to fascinate the 

Scots. During that visit I met Niall Livingston, current chief of the Livingston/ McLea clan.  I was 

very impressed with his intelligence and his interest and commitment to clan matters. 
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I would welcome discussion of the saga of the marker board at Culloden and the appeals to the 

National Trust for Scotland by the Clan Chiefs of Scotland. The McLaren name has been added 

to the name of the clan, completely against the wishes of our late patron, Lady Stewart of 

Appin. 

Following on the deaths of our two wonderful supporters in Scotland, the question of whether 

or not we need a patron should be discussed. For me, the position links us to Scotland in a way 

that gives us more credibility and currency in that broader society. Therefore we are more likely 

to be made aware of issues and events that are going on there. I would suggest that, if 

members are agreeable, to contact Niall Livingston in order to see if he would be interested. He 

certainly has a strong knowledge of and appreciation for the history of Appin. 

General Business:   

Kevin Livingston was invited to speak about his appointment as Lieutenant for the Clan McLea 

for Australia and New Zealand. Kevin showed the newsletter for the Livingston clan, 

άIŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎέΣ ŀ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ ƻŦ ŀ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƛǾƛƴƎǎǘƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ vǳŜŜƴǎƭŀƴŘΣ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜǎǘ  ŀƴŘ 

feathers of office and a photo of the  Culloden stone and Honour Roll from the Appin Cemetery. 

It was resolved that Niall Livingston be approached to take on the role of Patron of the Friends 

of Appin Society 

Guest Speaker:  Mr Rob Stewart, Stewart Society for Victoria and Tasmania, spoke about the 

reasons that we join clan societies. He gave an overview of the Clan Stewart  followed by 

information about the Stewart Society which was formed in 1899 so that those with Stewart 

blood might be able to maintain contact. He is Commissioner for the Stewart Society in 

Australia. The need to attract younger people was identified as an issue for clan societies. The 

Victorian government gave a grant of $2,500 and has a sister state relationship with Scotland. 

! ǾƻǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƎƛŦǘ ǿŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƛƴ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ aǊ {ǘŜǿŀǊǘΩǎ ǊŜŀŘȅ Ŏƻ-operation to 

ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƛǊǊƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴΦ YŜǾƛƴΩǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎtion that the 

group join the Clan Societies - was resolved in the affirmative. 

Following discussion it was resolved the contact Clive Ronneberg and pursue the notion of the 

McColl web-site. Bruce, Heather and Kevin to collude on whether or not to progress the matter. 

Positions were declared vacant. There being no other nominations, Heather and Kevin were 

declared re-elected as Convenor and Secretary/ Treasurer 

Thanks to Bruce McCole and Zhipeng for their gracious hosting of our meeting. A fine afternoon 

tea was enjoyed by all.  Good conversation was enjoyed until dusk. 

 

Heather (McCole) Butler 

Convenor 
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Baron of the Bachuil 
 

 

Niall succeeded as Baron of the Bachuil, Coarb of St Moluag, Hereditary 

Abbot of Lismore on 29 February 2008 when his father Alastair died peacefully 

in his sleep at his home on the Isle of Lismore. 

 

Niall was born on the12th November 1953 in the Lebanon.  His father was then 

working in the Middle East as a political advisor to the Iraq Petroleum 

Company.  Niall was partially brought up in the Middle East and partially on 

Lismore. He was educated at the local village school on Lismore, before going 

on to board at Craigflower in Fife.  He then attended Loretto School before 

going on to read Electrical Engineering at Imperial College, University of 

London.  

 

After working in London for several years he moved up to Edinburgh and in 

1981 he established an HR/IS consultancy business. Clients included most of 

the financial institutions, oil multi-nationals, and high technology companies 

based in Scotland. In 1991 he wound the business up and joined the Royal 

Bank of Scotland as the senior line manager responsible for Human Resource 

Planning for their Technology Division with a multi-million pound budget.  He 

was responsible for a Business Process Reengineering project to achieve a 

major organisational and cultural change.  He is now running his own 

consultancy business and an e-commerce operation selling highland dress ï 

www.highlandclans.co.uk. 

 

A Chartered Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Personnel and Development he 

has spent much of his life working in Human Resource/Information Systems. In 

recent years he has submitted papers on rural employment to the Scottish 

Parliament on behalf of the CIPD. He was a member of the British Computer 

Society working party on their Industry Structure Model and one of its major 

authors. This is the basis of their Professional Development Scheme. He was a 

Consultant Author on Organisational Behaviour at the Edinburgh Business 

School at Heriot Watt University. 

 

http://www.highlandclans.co.uk/
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From 1981 to 2007 he was Honorary Treasurer of The Convention of the 

Baronage of Scotland and presented the views of the Convention to the Court 

of the Lord Lyon and the Scottish Parliament. He wrote an article on the 

Baronage of Scotland for the 2003 edition of Debrettôs Peerage, and one on the 

Baronage for Burkes World Orders of Knighthood & Merit. In 2004 he was 

commissioned as Baron-Bailie of Locherwort and in that capacity presided at 

the final criminal court of the barony of Locherwort on the 21 November 2004. 

By necessity he has become an expert on his clan history and in 2003 prepared 

the case for the recognition of his father, Alastair Livingstone of Bachuil, as 

Chief of Clan McLea by the Lord Lyon. He is a member of the Standing 

Council of Scottish Chiefs. 

 

He has two daughters: Catriona, The Maid of Bachuil, and Flora who are both 

at Edinburgh University.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Niall  
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Introduction 

This paper looks at the composition of the Appin Regiment that fought at Culloden in 1746 with 

a view to seek the most appropriate wording for the marker stone of that Regiment at 

Culloden. 

wŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǘŜǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ά¢ƘŜ !ǇǇƛƴ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘέ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ά¢ƘŜ 

{ǘŜǿŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ !ǇǇƛƴ ŀƴŘ aŀŎƭŀǊŜƴǎέΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ ƻŦ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘ 

at the instigation of the Maclarens despite numerous objections from other parties. 

To me personally it is a matter of very great sadness that the descendants of those that fought 

and died together and who had close family ties should now be bickering over their ancestors 

marker stone. 

Like myself, Donald Maclaren of Maclaren, is the son of the first Chief to be officially recognised 

by Lyon Court, despite our ancient lineage.  As a result historians have often ignored or 

overlooked our respective clans existence and I fully understand his desire to correct many 

historical anomalies.  It is a thankless burden.  Nevertheless it is my belief that the Maclaren 

position is misinformed and that, had the Maclarens appreciated the great upset that this 

would cause, they would not have instigated this change. 

The Appin Regiment 

¢ƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛǾŜ ōƻƻƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ άbƻ vǳŀǊǘŜǊ DƛǾŜƴΥ ¢ƘŜ 

MusteǊ wƻƭƭ ƻŦ tǊƛƴŎŜ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ {ǘǳŀǊǘϥǎ !ǊƳȅέΦ aȅ ƭŀǘŜ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ 

the introduction was contributed by the Sir Dugald Stewart of Appin and Brigadier Ian Stewart 

of Achnacone. 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƴŎŜϥǎ !ǊƳȅ ƛƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ мтпр ŀǘ Invergarry. It consisted of 

Stewarts from Achnacone, Ardsheal, Ballachulish, Fasnacloich, Invernahyle and other 

places in the Appin area. Also included in it were MacColls, Maclarens, Carmichaels, 

MacIntyres. MacCormacks and Livingstones (or MacLeas). The regiment was led, not by 

ǘƘŜ ¸ƻǳƴƎ /ƘƛŜŦ ƻŦ !ǇǇƛƴΣ ōǳǘ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ǳƴŎƭŜΣ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ {ǘŜǿŀǊǘ ƻŦ !ǊŘǎƘŜŀƭΧΦΦ ¢ƘŜ !ǇǇƛƴ 

regimental strength was about 300. Of this number 92 were killed including 22 Stewarts 

and 18 MacColls. The seriously wounded numbered 65, 25 being Stewarts and 15 

MacColls. Thirteen MacKenzies from the Strath of Appin fought in this regiment. Five 

are recorded on the Stewart of Appin stone in Kinlochlaigh. Seventeen MacCumbichs 

ŦǊƻƳ 5ǳǊƻǊ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜƛƎƘǘ ǿŜǊŜ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ŀǘ /ǳƭƭƻŘŜƴΦέ1 

Not mentioned above but included in the Muster Roll are 10 MacInnes.  

The NTS Case 

It is my understanding from reading a great deal of correspondence from the NTS to various 

interested parties that the NTS position is based upon some material inaccuracies and 

misunderstandings. In a letter to John Swinney MSP of 28th February Mark Adderly, then Chief 

Executive, summarised their position.  He wrote that: 

                                                           
1 No Quarter Given: The Muster Roll of Prince Charles Edward Stuart's Army, 1745-46, by Christian Aikman, Alastair Livingstone 

of Bachuil, Betty Stuart-Hart, and Betty Stuart Hart  
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1. There were two traditional clan units.. mainly the Stewarts of Appin and the Balquidder 
Maclarens led by their Chieftain Donald Maclaren of Invernenty; 

2. There is no mention of any MacInnes or other non-Stewart officers; 

3. That others were there including Livingstones, Carmichaels, MacIntyres and 
MacInnesses but that they were there as septs of the Clan Stewart. 

The Chairman of the NTS, Shonaig MacPherson, wrote in a letter of the 15th September 2008 to 

John Swinney MSP that the wording was agreed with Clan Stewart and Clan Maclaren and they 

have had no correspondence from Clan Stewart indicating that they are unhappy with the 

matter. 

Yet in a letter of 3 March 2007 the then President of the Stewart Society wrote to Shonaig 

aŀŎtƘŜǊǎƻƴ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜȅ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛǘ ǎƻ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘƛƴƎ ά¢ƘŜ 

{ǘŜǿŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ !ǇǇƛƴ ŀƴŘ aŀŎƭŀǊŜƴǎέ ŀƴŘ ƻƴƭȅ ǊŜƭǳŎǘŀƴǘƭȅ ŀƎǊŜed on the basis that the NTS 

recorded the fact that the Stewart Society believed it to be incorrect. 

 

Rebuttal of the NTS case 

Officers  

As stated in the Muster Roll the Regiment was commanded by Charles Stewart of Ardsheal.  

There were thirteen captains, all Stewarts apart from Donald Maclaren of Invernentie.  Of the 

19 junior officers there were 16 Stewarts, two MacColls and one MacKenzie.  The surgeon was 

the Appin Doctor ς a Maclaren. 

So we can see that non-Stewart line officers comprised two MacColls, one MacKenzie and 

Donald Maclaren of Invernentie.  The NTS assertion that there were no non-Stewart officers 

apart from Maclaren is incorrect. 

 

Traditional clan units  

Charles Stewart of Ardsheal was out against the wishes of his chief, the young Stewart of Appin.  

As Sir Crispin Agnew pointed out a Clan is owned by its Chief.  Therefore the Stewarts of Appin 

were not there as a clan unit per se and certainly not as the Stewarts of Appin. 

In 1745 the Maclarens had no Chief recognised by the Court of the Lord Lyon.  The implication 

from the NTS is that Donald Maclaren of Invernentie marched to join the Appin Regiment at the 

head of a contingent from Balquidder.  There is no evidence to support this. On the contrary 

the Muster Roll lists 12 Maclarens in the ranks ς all of whom were from Appin and were 

workers on Stewart estates.  This was pointed out to Shonaig MacPherson by David Stewart of 

Achara in his capacity as President of the Stewart Society in a letter of the 3rd March 2007.  

Achara further pointed out that no Maclaren was proscribed or forfeited and that even the 

home of Donald Maclaren of Invernentie was not forfeited.  It was in fact bought by Stewart of 

Appin in 1750. 

hŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ aǳǎǘŜǊ wƻƭƭ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ά¢ƘƛǊǘŜŜƴ aŀŎYŜƴȊƛŜs from the 

{ǘǊŀǘƘ ƻŦ !ǇǇƛƴ ŦƻǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜƎƛƳŜƴǘέ ƭŜŘ ōȅ ŀ aŀŎYŜƴȊƛŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǳƴƛǘΣ ƴǳƳŜǊƛŎŀƭƭȅ 

greater than the Maclarens, is not mentioned on the marker.  
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CǳǊǘƘŜǊƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘǿƻ aŀŎ/ƻƭƭ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ нр ƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŀƴƪǎΦ ¢ƘŜ aǳǎǘŜǊ wƻƭƭ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ά¢ƘŜ 

Appin regimental strength was about 300. Of this number 92 were killed including 22 Stewarts 

ŀƴŘ му aŀŎ/ƻƭƭǎΦέ ¢ƘŜ aŀŎ/ƻƭƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŎƻƴǘƛƴƎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳŦŦŜǊŜŘ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅΦ 

There were also Livingstones/MacLeas, Carmichaels, MacInnes and MacIntyres there but not 

under the leadership of their chiefs or even lairds. 

 

Septs  

Sir Crispin Agnew of Lochnaw, QC is an expert on Clan Law and Chief of Clan Agnew.  He wrote 

ŀ ǇŀǇŜǊ ƛƴ нллм ά/ƭŀƴǎΣ CŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ {ŜǇǘǎέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀǘǘŀŎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ǇǇŜƴŘƛȄΦ  IŜ ǿǊƻǘŜΥ 

ñWho belongs to what clan is of course, a matter of much difficultyé. Historically, in 

Scotland a chief was chief of "the cuntrie". He was chief of his clan territory and the 

persons who lived therein, although certain of his immediate family, would owe him 

allegiance wherever they were living. é. Another example is a migration of a family of 

the Macleans from the West Coast to near Inverness and on moving to Inverness they 

changed their allegiance from the Maclean chief to the chiefs of the Clan Chattan. Thus 

the Macleans of Dochgarroch and their descendants and dependants are properly 

members of the Clan Chattan and not members of the Clan Maclean even though they 

bear a common surname.ò 

He goes on to say  

ñIt should also be said that the various Sept lists, which are published in the various Clans 

and Tartan books, have no official authority. They merely represent some person's, 

(usually in the Victorian eras) views of which name groups were in a particular clan's 

territory.ò 

The examples above make it fairly clear that, as the Muster Roll lists all the Maclaren other 

Ǌŀƴƪǎ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ƻƴ !ǇǇƛƴ ŜǎǘŀǘŜǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘ ƻǿŜ ŀƭƭŜƎƛŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ άƭŀƛǊŘǎέ ǾƛȊ ǘƘŜ 

Stewart officers of the Appin Regiment. 

To suggest, however, that the Livingstones are a Sept of the Stewarts of Appin is demonstrably 

incorrect.  Like the Maclarens, in 1746 the Livingstones had no chief recognised by the Lord 

[ȅƻƴΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ [ƛǾƛƴƎǎǘƻƴŜǎκaŀŎ[Ŝŀǎ ŀǊŜ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ Ŏƭŀƴ ƛƴ !ǊƎȅƭƭΦ όά!ǎ ǘƻ 

the antiquity of the name of McLea, it is generally thought that they are amongst the eldest of 

ǘƘŜ aŀŎƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ ǘƻ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ {Ŏƻǘǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǘ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘέ 2)  The 

Lord Lyon King of Arms issued Letters Patent in 2004 recognising Alastair Livingstone of Bachuil, 

by the grace of God Baron of the Bachuil, Coarb of St Moluag, Heritable Keeper of the Bachuil of 

St. Moluag as Head of the Highland Clan McLea.  He was a Member of the Standing Council of 

Scottish Chiefs. The Livingstones of Bachuil, as the Coarbs (heirs or successors) of St Moluag, 

are hereditary Abbots of Lismore and keepers of the Bachuil Mor or great staff of St Moluag, 

ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎȅƳōƻƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ōōƻǘΩǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΦ 

The MacGillemichaels, or their anglicized form "Carmichael", are also very old. It is known that 

they were present in Appin prior to the 13th century and widely believed to be part of the 

familia of St Moluag. 

The MacInnes originally from the area of Morvern, part of the old Abbey Lands, settled in the 

area in the early 15th century. 

                                                           
2 Highland Papers, Vol. IV, 1296 to 1752, third Series, Scottish History Society, pages 94 to 103 
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Objectors 

The late Lady Stewart of Appin was vigorously opposed to the current inscription and fervently 

ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǊŜŀŘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ά¢ƘŜ !ǇǇƛƴ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘέΦ  ¢ƘŜ {ǘŜǿŀǊǘ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘƭȅ 

taken this view.  Past Presidents David Stewart of Achara and Angus Stewart QC have stated 

this to the NTS. 

The Appin Historical Society and the Friends of Appin, representing MacColls and other 

descendents of those who fought and died at Culloden, have objected. Heather Butler, Speaker 

of the Tasmanian Parliament, is Convenor of the Friends of Appin Society, and a MacColl 

descendent. 

Colin MacInnes, the Secretary of the MacInnes Society has objected on many occasions. 

¢ƘŜ /ƘƛŜŦ ƻŦ /ŀǊƳƛŎƘŀŜƭ ŘƛǎŀƎǊŜŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛǘ ǊŜǾŜǊǘ ǘƻ ά¢ƘŜ 

Appin RegimeƴǘέΦ 

I have repeatedly objected and asked for meetings but have not even had the courtesy of a 

reply.  Livingstones and Macleas from around the world have also written to the NTS objecting. 

Conclusion 

Strictly speaking, in the Appin Regiment, there were no traditional clan units lead by recognised 

Clan Chiefs.   

The Colonel of the Regiment, Charles Stewart of Ardsheal, was out against the wishes of his 

chief therefore the Stewarts were not there as a clan unit per se.  To describe them as Stewarts 

of Appin is incorrect. 

In 1745 the Maclarens had no Chief recognised by the Court of the Lord Lyon.  Donald Maclaren 

of Invernentie was the only Maclaren from outwith Appin.  The Maclaren other ranks were all 

from Appin and were out following their Stewart lairds.  As such, according to Sir Crispin 

Agnew, they are clearly there as adherents of the Stewarts. There is no evidence to support the 

contention that they were a unit from Balquidder. 

The NTS assertion that there were only Stewart and Maclaren officers is incorrect.  Even if it 

were accepted that, as there were Maclaren other ranks and a Maclaren officer, the Maclarens 

operated as a distinct unit within the Appin Regiment then this would also apply to the 

MacKenzies and MacColls.  Yet neither of these units, both numerically superior and having 

suffered far greater losses, is mentioned on the marker. 

There were also Livingstones/MacLeas, Carmichaels, MacInnes and MacIntyres there but not 

under the leadership of their chiefs or even lairds. 

Due to the very sensitive nature of this marker it has been a long held belief in Appin that, as it 

is not practical to put all the names of participants of the marker, the simple inscription is the 

Ƴƻǎǘ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǊŜŀŘ ά¢ƘŜ !ǇǇƛƴ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘέΦ!ǇǇŜƴŘƛȄ 

 

Early Dalriada 

Scots Dalriada was originally founded by Fergus Mor (sometimes called Mac Nisse Mor), son of 

Erc.  With his two brothers Loarn and Angus he came from Irish Dalriada at the end of the fifth 

century.  According to the Irish Annals, in 562 St Columba was beaten by St Moluag in a race to 
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the large island of the Lyn of Lorn in Argyll3.  Now called the Isle of Lismore it was the sacred 

island of the Western Picts and the burial place of their kings whose capital was at Beregonium, 

across the water at Benderloch.  Although Lismore might appear to be surrounded by the Cinel 

Loarn it should be noted that in 560 King Brude of the Northern Picts had given the Dalriads a 

drubbing, pushing back the borders of the Cinel Loarn to the Oban area4. 

Legend suggests that the Maclarens descend from Loarn son of Erc. 

 

St Moluag 

Saint Lughaidh, better known by his pet name of Moluag, was an Irish noble of the Dál nAraide 

(one of the main Tribes of the Ulaid).  Having trained with St Comgall at Bangor (co. Down), 

Moluag founded his first great community in 562 on the Isle of Lismore, the sacred island of the 

Western Picts. He became the patron saint of the Royal House of Lorn and the Earls (now Dukes) 

of Argyll. 

From Lismore St Moluag went on to found two other great centres in the land of the Picts at 

Rosemarkie and Mortlach.  These were his three centres of teaching, and it is significant that all 

three were to become the seats of the Roman Catholic Sees of the Isles, Ross and Aberdeen. 

Not content with these three colleges Moluag is also credited with founding one hundred 

monasteries over which he had absolute jurisdiction.  Most of these, such as Clova and Alyth, 

were in Pict territory.   

Under Brehon law in those cases where the monastery was said to have consisted of 3,000 

monks, the tribe itself merged in the Church, i.e. to become independent of the King.  Moluag, 

the founder of a hundred monasteries, would have had absolute jurisdiction over these 

ƳƻƴŀǎǘŜǊƛŜǎ άŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎƛƴƎ ƴƻ ŜŀǊǘƘƭȅ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ƻǊ ƘƛŜǊŀǊŎƘȅέ ŀƴŘ ǊŀƴƪŜŘ as a king (ri), his 

monks and all their dependants answering to him alone. 

 

The Coarbs of St Moluag 

The Coarb (Successor) of St Moluag was the Abbot of Lismore and the abbots of the 100 

monasteries which emanated from St Moluag followed the rule of the Coarb.  The Annals of 

Ulster show that Moluag died in 592. 5 

ñThe church of this period must be viewed as consisting rather of different groups of 

monasteries, founded by the respective saints, either bishops or presbyters, of the second 

order, each group recognising the monastery over which the founder of the group personally 

presided, or which possessed his relics, as having jurisdiction over those which emanated 

from him and followed his rules.  It was thus not one great ecclesiastical corporation, but an 

aggregate of separate communities in federal union.  Secondly, that the abbots of each 

monastery, whether bishops or presbyters, were not elected by the brethren forming the 

community, but succeeded one another by a kind of inheritance assimilated to that of the 

tribe.ò  W.S. Skene, Volume II, Church and Culture, p. 66.  

                                                           
3 Ian Carmichael, Lismore in Alba, p 39 
4 The Pictish Nation: Itôs People and its Church, Archibald B Scott. Foulis, 1918  

Annals of Tigernach, T560.2 Bass Gabrain maic Domanguirt ríg Alban. 
5 U592.1 Death of Lugaid of Les Mór. Annals of Ulster 

T592.1 Obitus Lugdach Liss Móir .i. Mo Luóc. Annals of Tigernach 
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Appin 

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ D²{ .ŀǊǊƻǿΣ !ǇǇƛƴ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ƳŜŀƴǎ άǘƘŜ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƴŎŜ 

territory owned or ruled by, an ab or abbot, chief dignitary ƻŦ ŀ ƳƻƴŀǎǘƛŎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅέΦ6   

The Lismore Abbey lands were once very extensive and included the ancient parish of Lismore 

which embraced Appin (the Abbey Lands), Eilean Mund (the parish of Eilean Mund covered a 

large section of Inverness-shire, including Onich, Mamore, and seven merklands and a half of 

the lands of Glennevis, (the boundary approximating to the course of the burns Altkeiran, Treig, 

and Nevis) and Kingairloch and Morvern districts. (It was not until 1891 that the Boundary 

Commission transferred the Kingairloch and Morvern part of the parish of Lismore to that of 

Kilmallie.) 7 

 

Clan MacLea/Livingstone 

In a Lyon Court Judgement, in the case of Livingstone of Bachuil on 21 December 1950 

(published in Scots Law Times, December 29 1951), the Lord Lyon King of Arms found in fact, 

inter alia: 

That the co-arb of a Celtic abbot was heir of the abbot in his ecclesiastical 

functions and abbatical mensal territory.  

His Lordship found in law. 

That the heritable Keeper of the Bachuil Mor, alias Bachuil Buidhe, viz. the pastoral staff 

of St Moluag, is co-arb of St Moluag.  

The Lord Lyon King of Arms issued Letters Patent in 2004 recognising Alastair Livingstone of 

Bachuil, by the grace of God Baron of the Bachuil, Coarb of St Moluag, Heritable Keeper of the 

Bachuil of St. Moluag as Head of the Highland Clan McLea.  The Livingstones of Bachuil, as the 

Coarbs (heirs or successors) of St Moluag, are hereditary Abbots of Lismore and keepers of the 

Bachuil Mor ƻǊ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎǘŀŦŦ ƻŦ {ǘ aƻƭǳŀƎΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎȅƳōƻƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ōōƻǘΩǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΦ 

As might be expected, the main strength of Clan MacLea was in Lorn, and centred on the old 

abbey lands of Lismore and Appin.  There was also a large grouping around Loch Etive where 

may be found MacLea of Achnacree, MacLea of Lochnell (who had the forty merk land of 

Lochnell) and MacLea of Achnacloich (Stonefield) in Muckairn.   

The MacLeas of Achnacree seem to have been the principal cadets, owning substantial tracts of 

land on the North Shore of Loch Etive from Achnacree at the Mouth of the Loch in Benderloch 

right up to Dalness, near Glencoe.  In 1557 they were nearly wiped out, losing 80 men while 

supporting the MacDougalls of Lorn against the Campbells of Inverawe in a clan battle.8  There 

is evidence to support the view that McLea is derived from McDunsleibhe as we can see an 

example in the Taymouth register which refers in 1557 to John M'Dunslaif of Achnacre9..  In 

later documents this becomes McLea of Achnacree10 and in turn becomes Livingstone of 

Achnacree.  The McLeas certainly at one time possessed Achnacree in the Benderloch and 

although once again in the hands of Livingstones they were lost for a time.  

                                                           
6 Professor GWS Barrow, Kingship and Unity, Edinburgh University Press p44 
7 James E. Scott, Transactions of The Gaelic Society Of Inverness VOL. XLVIII (1972 - 74). 
8 Lord Archibald Campbell, Records of Argyll, pp. 114-17 
9 see also O.P.S., vol. ii. P.155 
10 MacLea Manuscript, Highland Papers, Vol. IV, 1296 to 1752, III Series, Scottish History Society, pp 94 -103. 
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One grouping settled in Strathconnon.  Some sources claim they migrated there from Appin in 

the early fifteenth century.  The main lands were lost when a MacLea of Strathconnon died 

leaving no male heir and the Earl of Seaforth married the heiress.  The MacLeas of Achilty were 

overwhelmed in the Great Battle of Bealach nam Broig in 1452. 

 

Stewarts of Appin 

The Stewarts of Appin descend from Sir James Stewart of Perston, grandson of Alexander, the 

4th High Steward of Scotland. Sir James was the grandfather of John Stewart of Innermeath, 

who became the first Stewart Lord of Lorn through marriage to Isabell MacDougall of Lorn.  

Isabell and her sister Janet were the joint heiresses of John MacDougall, 3rd Lord of Lorn who 

had no male heir. In 1388 John Stewart of Innermeath acquired the Appin lands by purchase 

ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΣ WŀƴŜǘΦ  

Sir John Stewart, the third Stewart Lord of Lorn met and fell in love with the daughter of 

Maclaren of Ardvech in 1445. In 1446 she produced an illegitimate son, Dugald, was to become 

ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ /ƘƛŜŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘŜǿŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ !ǇǇƛƴΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ 5ǳƎŀƭŘΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ 

as he lay dying in an ambuscade on his way to a wedding at Dunstaffnage and thereby 

legitimised Dugald, it is my understanding that such a marriage only legitimises a child if he 

both parents were free to marry at the time of the birth of the child.  It is acknowledged that Sir 

John was married at the time and therefore a subsequent marriage could not legitimise Dugald.   

In the absence of a male heir, John Stewart was succeeded to the title and some of the lands of 

Lorn by his brother, Walter Stewart of Invermeath.  Dugald did not accept this and turned to his 

ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ aŀŎƭŀǊŜƴǎΣ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƘƛƳ ƘƻƭŘ [ƛǎƳƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ !ǇǇƛƴ ōȅ ŦƻǊŎŜ ƻŦ ŀǊƳǎΦ   IŜ 

succeeded in doing so and on the 14th of April 1470 King James III recognised the status quo 

and granted Dugald the lands he held in Appin. 

The major branches or "tacks" of Appin stem from the sons of Alan Stewart, 3rd of Appin. 

Originally they comprised John, 1st of Strathgarry, Dugald, 1st of Achnacone, James, 1st of 

Fasnacloich and Alexander, 1st of Invernahyle. Ardsheal, the branch our Chief hails from, was 

given to John, 1st of Ardsheal by his father, John Stewart, 5th of Appin. 

 

Maclarens 

As with many clans the Maclaren history is blurred in the mists of time. 

It appears as though they descend from the Dalriada House of Lorn, in Argyll.  They apparently 

moved into Perthshire having acquired land in the districts of Balquhidder and Strathearn from 

Kenneth Macalpine becoming vassals of the Earls of Strathearn. 

When in 1672 the Lyon Court was established all nobility and gentry in Scotland had to register 

their arms. Many in the west did not do so including Maclarens and the Livingstones of Bachuil.  

The result was that the Clan became officially chiefless. In 1957 Donald Maclaren, the father of 

the current Chief, finally recorded Arms in the Lyon Register. The Chief also acquired title to a 

small part of the traditional Clan lands (including the ancient gathering site of Creag an Tuirc) 

and the stigma of "chiefless and landless" was removed. 
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The Clan 

In 2001 Sir Crispin Agnew of Lochnaw Bt wrote in Clans, Families and Septs  

 

The difference between clans, families and septs is the source of many questions as is the 

question phrased in one way or another, which asks, "to which clan do I belong". There are 

many definitions of clans and families as there are people, but this article will try to indicate 

how these matters are viewed in the Lyon Court. 

It should first be recognised that a clan or family is a legally recognised group in Scotland, which 

has a corporate identity in the same way that a company, club or partnership has a corporate 

identity in law. A clan or family is a ''noble incorporation" because it has an officially recognised 

chief or head who being a nobleman of Scotland confers his noble status on the clan or family, 

thus making it a legally and statutorily recognised noble corporation often called "the 

IƻƴƻǳǊŀōƭŜ /ƭŀƴΧϦ ! ƴŀƳŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƘƛŜŦΣ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

law of Scotland. The chiefs Seal of Arms, incorporated by the Lord Lyon's letters Patent, is the 

seal of the corporation, like a company seal, but only the chief is empowered by law to seal 

important documents on behalf of his clan. A clan as a noble incorporation is recognised as the 

ŎƘƛŜŦΩǎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀōƭŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ - he owns it in law and is responsible for its administration and 

development. 

So far the words clan and family have been used interchangeably in this article and this is the 

position. There is now a belief that clans are Highland and families are Lowland but this is really 

a development of the Victorian era. In an Act of Parliament of 1597 we have the description of 

the "Chiftanis and chieffis of all clannis...duelland in the hielands or bordouris" thus using the 

word clan to describe both Highland and Lowland families. Further, Sir George MacKenzie of 

Rosehaugh, the Lord Advocate (Attorney General) writing in 1680 said "By the term 'chief' we 

call the representative of the family from the word chef or head and in the Irish (Gaelic) with us 

the chief of the family is called the head of the clan''. So it can be seen that all along the words 

chief or head and clan or family are interchangeable. It is therefore quite correct to talk of the 

MacDonald family or the Stirling clan, although modern conventions would probably dictate 

that it was the MacDonald clan and Stirling family. The Lyon Court usually describes the chief of 

a clan or family as either the ''Chief of the Name and Arms" or as "Chief of the Honourable Clan 

- -" 

Who belongs to what clan is of course, a matter of much difficulty, particularly today when the 

concept of clan is worldwide. Historically, in Scotland a chief was chief of "the cuntrie". He was 

chief of his clan territory and the persons who lived therein, although certain of his immediate 

family, would owe him allegiance wherever they were living. The majority of his followers and 

in particular his battle relatively to a neighbouring chief, they would switch their allegiance to 

the other chief. Thus we find that when Lord Lovat took over a neighbouring glen to his clan 

territory for the donation of a boll of meal to each family, the family was persuaded to change 

their name to Fraser and owe him allegiance - to this day they are called the "boll meal 

Frasers". Another example is a migration of a family of the Macleans from the West Coast to 

near Inverness and on moving to Inverness they changed their allegiance from the Maclean 
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chief to the chiefs of the Clan Chattan. Thus the Macleans of Dochgarroch and their 

descendants and dependants are properly members of the Clan Chattan and not members of 

the Clan Maclean even though they bear a common surname. 

A chief was also entitled to add to his clan by the adoption of families or groups of families to 

membership of his clan, a good example being the "boll meal Frasers". Equally, a chief has and 

had the power to expel or exclude particular persons from membership of his clan and this 

included blood members of his family. It was his legal right to outlaw certain persons from his 

clan. This is accepted in the modern sense to mean that a chief is empowered to accept anyone 

he wishes to be a member of his clan or decree that his clan membership shall be limited to 

particular groups or names of people. All persons who bear the chief's surname are deemed to 

be members of his clan. Equally, it is generally accepted that someone who determines to offer 

their allegiance to the chief shall be recognised as a member of that clan unless the chief has 

decreed that he will not accept such a person's allegiance, Thus, if a person offers his allegiance 

to a particular chief by joining his clan society or by wearing his tartan, he can be deemed to 

have elected to join that particular clan and should be viewed as a member of that clan unless 

the chief particularly states that he or his name group are not to be allowed to join the clan. 

It should also be said that the various Sept lists, which are published in the various Clans and 

Tartan books, have no official authority. They merely represent some person's, (usually in the 

Victorian eras) views of which name groups were in a particular clan's territory. Thus we find 

members of a clan described, as being persons owing allegiance to their chief "be pretence of 

blud or place of thare duelling". In addition to blood members of the clan, certain families have 

a tradition (even if the tradition can with the aid of modern records be shown to be wrong) 

descent from a particular clan chief. They are, of course, still recognised as being members of 

the clan. 

Historically, the concept of "clan territory" also gives rise to difficulty, particularly as certain 

names or Septs claim allegiance to a particular chief, because they come from his territory. The 

extent of the territory of any particular chief varied from time to time depending on the waxing 

and waning of his power. Thus a particular name living on the boundaries of a clan's territory 

would find that while the chiefs power was on the up they would owe him allegiance but - if his 

power declined retrospectively at some arbitrary' date which the compiler of the list has 

selected. Often the names are Scotland-wide and so it is difficult to say that particular name 

belongs to a particular clan. Often surnames are shown as potentially being members of a 

number of clans, and this is because a number of that name has been found in each different 

clan's territory. Generally speaking, if a person has a particular sept name which can he 

attributed to a number of clans, either they should determine from what part of Scotland their 

family originally came and owe allegiance to the clan of that area or, alternatively, if they do 

not know where they came from, they should perhaps owe allegiance to the clan to which their 

family had traditionally owed allegiance. Alternatively, they may offer their allegiance to any of 

the particular named clans in the hope that the chief will accept them as a member of his clan. 

Equally, as has already been said, with the variations from time to time of particular chiefly 

territories, it can be said that at one particular era some names were members of or owed 



 
20 

allegiance to a particular chief while a century later their allegiance may well have been owed 

elsewhere. 

In summary, therefore, the right to belong to a clan or family, which are the same thing, is a 

matter for the determination of the chief who is entitled to accept or reject persons who offer 

ƘƛƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀƭƭŜƎƛŀƴŎŜΦέ 

 

© Sir Crispin Agnew of Lochnaw Bt 
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A note from the Hansard of the Scottish Parliament 

17/9/08 

 

S3M-2364 Bob Doris:  On the right track with the Scottish Saltire ς 

 

That the Parliament welcomes the decision of Transport Scotland to rebrand 

all trains in Scotland with the Scottish saltire; believe that Scotland as a brand 

is an essential part of our economy and, in particular, our vital tourist industry 

and that such a move will help promote this brand thus both promoting 

national self-confidence and also potentially enhancing economic growth; 

notes that this will help make Scots aware that their rail services are primarily 

paid for by the taxpayers of Scotland; further notes that the costs will be kept 

to a minimum as repainting will happen as already scheduled; welcomes the 

broad acceptance of the Scottish saltire as a symbol of the nation of Scotland 

and not a political symbol and therefore condemns the talking down of the 

Scottish saltire, in particular the comments of George Foulkes MSP who 

described its use as a "brainwashing tactic", and attempts to make political 

ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŦƭŀƎΤ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƻǊ ǇŀǊǘȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŦŜŀǊ 

the positive and incƭǳǎƛǾŜ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ {ŎƻǘǘƛǎƘƴŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǎŀƭǘƛǊŜ 

represents and that Lord Foulkes and others should spend their time 

promoting Scottishness as opposed to undermining it; further notes that 

countries across the world proudly display their national flags without 

opposition from their fellow countrymen and women, and looks forward to 

the day when an independent Scotland can do the same. 
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John Archibald  
Duncan McColl 

4260 Private 
 

BACKGROUND 

After being born in Tatura, John McColl 

attended Tatura State School then became a 

butcher.  His family, including his parents Mary 

ŀƴŘ 5ǳƴŎŀƴΣ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ {ǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴ 

Church. 

John was active in the Tatura Rifle Club and the Tatura Fire Brigade.  At the 

1914 AGM of the latter, he received a trophy from the brigade.  He was also a 

member of the school cadets for six months. 

MILITARY HISTORY 

As a nineteen year old, John enlisted at the Shire Office in Tatura in July 1915.  

Being under twenty one, he required the consent of his parents to enlist. 

After basic training, John was attached to the 13th reinforcements of the 7th 

Battalion.  He sailed on the HMAS !сп ά5ŜƳƻǎǘƘŜƴŜǎέ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΦ  

Some additional training in Egypt ensued, before he continued on to France at 

the end of March 1916.  John was then out of action for some months as a 

result of mumps and epilepsy.  He did not reach the front until the end of July.  

Sadly, he only survived for three weeks at the front. 

The Tatura Guardian reported in October that his parents had been advised 

ǘƘŀǘ WƻƘƴ ǿŀǎ άǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎέ ƻƴ муκуκмсΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ Wǳƭȅ мфмт ǘƘŀǘ 

ǘƘƛǎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǘƻ άƪƛƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ŀŎǘƛƻƴέ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ŀ /ƻǳǊǘ ƻŦ 

Enquiry held in June. 

Iƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ WƻƘƴΩǎ ƳŜŘŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘer entitlements. 

CIRCUMSTANCES OF DEATH 

After initially being reported as missing, it was determined that John was killed 

in action on 18/8/16.  The only clue to his fate is a short report to the Red 

/Ǌƻǎǎ ōȅ нупр D I ²ƻǊƳŀƭŘΦ  IŜ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ άƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƻǳǊ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ time at Pozieres, 

when I saw him being taken down the trench to the D/S (dressing station) 

ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ōŜŜƴ ǿƻǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ǎƘŜƭƭΦέ 
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At that time John went missing, the 7th Battalion were fighting at Mouquet 

Farm near Posieres.  The 7th were one of the attacking battalions in what was a 

ǇŀǊǘƛŀƭƭȅ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŀǎǎŀǳƭǘΦ  .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ DŜǊƳŀƴ ŀǊǘƛƭƭŜǊȅ ŦƛǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ άƧǳƳǇƛƴƎ-ƻŦŦέ 

trench, from which the attack would begin, had only been partially prepared.  

This meant the attacking troops were exposed to artillery and small arms fire.  

After going into battle with 793 men, the 7th Battalion lost 223 killed, wounded 

or missing.  John McColl was one of 37 reported missing in action. 

After the war, the Defence Department checked to see whether John had 

been a POW, but they reported άbƻ ǘǊŀŎŜ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΦέ 

¢ƘŜ ŜȄŜŎǳǘƻǊ ƻŦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ǿƛƭƭΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŜŦǘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ ǿŀǎ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ 

Duncan. 

BURIAL PLACE & COMMEMORATION 

Like many soldiers in WW1, John McColl has no known place of burial.  This 

was the fate of many soldiers who literally disappeared in the horrors of the 

Somme battlefields of 1916. 

In response to the request for information by the family in 1921, the Defence 

5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŀŘǾƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƘŀŘ άǎƻ ŦŀǊ ōŜŜƴ ǳƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƻōǘŀƛƴ ŀƴȅ ǘǊŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ƭŀǎǘ ǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦέ WƻƘƴ aŎ/ƻƭƭΦ 

His name is listed on the Australian National Memorial at Villiers-Bretonneux.  

This memorial particularly acknowledges Australian soldiers who died in WW1 

whose graves are unknown.  The memorial lists the names of 10,736 casualties 

of the war.  Tatura FirŜ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ WƻƘƴΩǎ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜ ƻƴ ŀƴ ƘƻƴƻǳǊ ōƻŀǊŘ 

ǳƴǾŜƛƭŜŘ ƛƴ мфмфΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ΨŀŎǘƛǾŜΩ ŀǎ ƻǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ΨǊŜǎŜǊǾŜΩ 

member.  The Tatura community also presented a medal to the family at the 

Ψ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ IƻƳŜΩ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aŜŎƘŀƴƛŎǎ Lƴstitute in 1920. 

 
Thanks to John McColl for contribution. 
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