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Dear Members 

 

I do hope that you like the new format for the newsletter.  It seemed to me that the 

small print in the smaller pages was getting increasingly difficult to read.  I would 

appreciate your feedback as to what you think of the A4 size and other 

suggestions.  I have maintained the ancient engraving on the cover in containing 

the tradition established by the original H G McCollôs Journal, however, if members 

wish to change it to a more modern version of Castle Stalker, I will certainly accede 

to your wishes. 

 

As members will recall we lost our patron Lady Stewart of Appin on October 1st 

2007 and on April 29th 2008 dear Bachuil Baron of Lismore, Chief of the Livingston 

clan passed away.  It was these two people, who suggested that we form our 

society, in order to maintain interest in our clan and the Appin area among the 

dispersed descendants of those old families who fought and died at Culloden for 

the Stewart cause in 1746. 

 

Members can see that the marker stone which so enraged both of them, but 

particularly Lady Stewart of Appin, has indeed been placed at Culloden by the 

National Trust for Scotland.  This has been done in spite of strong objections from 

the Association of Clan Chiefs and clanspeople from around the world.  I will never 

forget Lady Stewart saying ñover my dead bodyò.  Sadly that has come to pass and 

on the face of it, history has been changed by a body that is answerable to no-one.  

As members can see the engraving on the stone reads ñThe Appin Regiment: 

Stewarts of Appin and MacLarensò.   This name is not reflected in Muster Rolls or 

records from the time that I have been able to find. 

 

ñSalachailò, the Stewart of Appin residence that provided shelter to the McDonald 

clan when they were duped and attacked by the Campbellôs in 1692, has been sold 

according to Livingston correspondents.  We were made welcome there at a 

reception in 2000, by Lady Stewart of Appin, who was a thoughtful and gracious 

host.  For an account of the Glencoe Massacre see page 4. 

 

The world changes constantly, but those of us who have a passion for our clan and 

our history are saddened by the events of the past year.  I look forward to our 

Annual General Meeting with guest speaker Robert Stewart, not only to see as 

many members as possible in a gathering, but also so that we can have some 

conversations about our future and ways in which we can link with neighbouring 
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clans, given that our current Chief, Andrew Stewart 17th of Appin, has other 

priorities at present. 

 

I hope that you enjoy this issue which again features some stories of strong 

characters, compassion and spiritual significance.  My best wishes to all of you and 

your families. 

 

Slainte 

 

 

Heather R Butler 

Convenor 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Left to right:  Doug McCole, Myra McKenzie, Gary McCole, Kevin Livingston, Baden 

McColl, Baron Alastair Livingston (clan chief), Peter McColl, Heather Butler, 

Gordon McColl, Valerie Livingston, Kirsty Butler, Lisa McCole, Heather McColl, 

Ken Reece, Pure McColl, Mairi (Lester) Smith, in front Jeanette McColl. 

 

Pictured at Bachuil, Lismore in 2000 
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