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Dear Members, 

 

As winter is now upon us, thoughts turn inwards a little perhaps. It seems for many members 

there is illness and loss in our lives to a greater extent than a few years back or even more-so 

than was apparent in the summer. My thoughts go out to all who are dealing with sadness 

and the worry caused by the condition of someone dear to them which often we are 

powerless to do very much about. It is very hard to keep a brave face at times. 

 

)Ô ÉÓ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÇÏÏÄ ÔÏ ÈÅÁÒ ÆÒÏÍ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ×ÈÏ ÓÈÏ× ÇÒÅÁÔ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÆÏÒÅÂÅÁÒÓȭ ÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÌ 

ȰÈÏÍÅÌÁÎÄȱȟ ÔÈÅ !ÐÐÉÎ ÄÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ ÉÎ !ÒÇÙÌÌȟ 3ÃÏÔÌÁÎÄȢ 4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÖÅÒÙ ÍÕÃÈ $ÏÎÁÌÄ -Ã#ÏÌÌ ÏÆ 

South Australia for your well written account of your trip to Scotland. It is amazing that it 

tugs at our heartɀstrings the way it does.  

 

I hope that members are keeping in mind a return trip to Appin next year. I would ask that 

those who plan to join the travelling party get in touch with me as soon as possible to express 

their interest. We need to start planning in order to get the best deals we can and in order to 

book accommodation in the Appin area. There is not a lot available and many Europeans pre-

book from year to year, so I would like to start the process soon. 

 

I am looking forward to our ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING to be held on Sunday, June 28th at 

flat 14, 320 Davey Street, Hobart at 2pm. The guest speaker will be Ivan Geoghan from St 

Johns Presbyterian Church, Hobart. There is not much parking space, so we ask that members 

park in the street outside the block please. It will be good to see each other, to catch up and to 

have a toast to the life of foundation member, Roseanne Hogg who unfortunately passed 

away on April 12th. 

 

I hope that you find this issue interesting and that it extends your knowledge and 

understanding of the life and history of Appin, Scotland. 

 

 

 

Yours aye 

 

 
 

 

Heather Butler 

Convenor 
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VALE ς ROSEANNE HOGG (1947-2009) 

 

Foundation member, ROSEANNE HOGG sadly passed away on April 12th in Hobart. She was 

aged 61 years. She is survived by her sister Jan Cornish and her niece and nephew all of 

whom live in Sydney. 

 

.ÅÐÈÅ× ÁÎÄ ÂÁÒÒÉÓÔÅÒȟ 3ÃÏÔÔ #ÏÒÉÓÈ ÓÐÏËÅ ÁÔ 2ÏÓÅÁÎÎÅȭÓ  ÆÕÎÅÒÁÌ ÏÆ ÈÅÒ ÌÏÖÅ ÏÆ ÄÒÉÖÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÈÅÒ 

old Torana  with music blaring when he was a child and used to stay with Rosie. He 

remembers lots of fun and loving warmth from his favourite aunty. 

 

Workmates from the Australian Customs Office and the Taxation Office spoke of her 

independent thoughts, her preparedness to be different, her sense of fairness and her sense 

of humour. They also remembered her admiration for Abba and the Beatles. 

2ÏÓÅÁÎÎÅȬÓ ÆÁÔÈÅÒ ×ÁÓ Á ÂÁÎË ÍÁÎÁÇÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÁÓ Á ÃÈÉÌÄ ÓÈÅ ÌÉÖÅÄ ÎÅÁÒÂÙ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÓÈÏÐÓȢ 3ÈÅ 

became very friendly with another girl who lived in one of those shops, Jeanette Maxfield, 

when they were both students at Bowen Road Primary School in Hobart. A friendship 

ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÅÄ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÁÓ ÔÏ ÌÁÓÔ ÆÏÒ ÏÖÅÒ ÆÉÆÔÙ ÙÅÁÒÓȢ &ÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ *ÅÁÎÅÔÔÅȭÓ ÃÁÒ ÁÃÃÉÄÅÎÔ ×ÈÅÎ ÓÈÅ 

was a top university law student and some brain damage that ensued for Jeanette, Roseanne 

determined to look after her. She stood by her friend for as long as she could, until cancer of 

the tongue took her from us. She was only told on March 26th that her condition was terminal. 

 

I first got to know Roseanne through her visits to Queechy in St Helens in 1992. She and 

Jeanette became friends through their visits and our chats. We discovered a love of family 

ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÍÙ ÄÅÌÉÇÈÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÈÅ ×ÁÓ ÒÅÌÁÔÅÄ ÔÏ -Ã#ÏÌÌÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÎÁÍÅÓ Ȱ3ÁÄÉÅȱ ÁÎÄ ÈÅÒ ÆÁÔÈÅÒȟ 

Ȱ3ÅÎÁÔÏÒ *ÁÍÅÓ (ÉÅÒÓ -Ã#ÏÌÌȱ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÁÒ ÎÁÍÅÓ ÏÎ ÐÁÐÅÒ ×ÉÔÈ ÌÏÔÓ ÏÆ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ÁÆÔÅÒÎÏÏÎÓ 

discovering various links in our shared histories. We were born a few days apart also, so we 

ÁÄÏÐÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÁÆÆÅÃÔÉÏÎÁÔÅ ÔÅÒÍ ȰÃÕÚȱ ÅÖÅÎ ÔÈÏÕÇÈ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÌÉËÅÌÙ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ×ÅÒÅ ÆÁÉÒÌÙ ÄÉÓÔÁÎÔ 

cousins.  

 

I was later to meet our life member, Sadie Hogg (nee McColl) and some members of her 

ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÐÕÔ Á ÒÅÁÌÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÎÁÍÅÓ ÏÎ ÐÁÐÅÒȢ 2ÏÓÅÁÎÎÅȭÓ ÓÔÒÏÎÇ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔ ÉÎ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ 

history was to stay with her all the years that I knew her. She kept up with the goings on 

within our society and always asked after various members. She was at the St Helens 

Neighbourhood House when we established the Society in 1998 and was very disappointed 

that she was not able to go to Scotland in 2000. 

 

 

Roseanne loved the seascapes, the warmth, the country living and the hills around St Helens 

on the East Coast of Tasmania and moved to the area in 2003. Her heart was not strong and in 

2005 she and Jeanette decided that they would have to move back down south in order to be 
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closer to the medical services they needed. Together with their cat, they moved to a new unit 

in Brighton. 

Roseanne Hogg was a smart, kind, gregarious woman who was always thoughtful, always 

gracious, frequently funny and constantly committed to the values that she had been taught 

ÁÓ Á ÇÉÒÌȟ ÖÁÌÕÅÓ ÏÆ ÆÁÉÔÈÆÕÌÎÅÓÓȟ ÄÕÔÙȟ ÌÏÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÓÐÅÃÔȢ 2ÅÓÔ ÉÎ ÐÅÁÃÅ ÍÙ ÄÅÁÒ ȰÃÕÚȱȢ )Ô ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ 

a great privilege to know you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE COME TO OUR             

AGM 
14/320 Davey Street 

SOUTH  HOBART 

 

28TH JUNE 2009 @ 2pm 

 

Guest Speaker: Ivan Geoghan 

 

Please RSVP:  Toll Free 1800 177 275 

Or Email:  heather.butler@parliament.tas.gov.au 

 

 

3 



Things For McColls to See When Visiting Scotland! 

Kindly contributed by D on McColl 

Unquestionably, there are many wonderful aspects of our Scottish homeland, and masses of grand and 

magnificent scenery, all of which would well justify making a visit!   For those of us however, who 

have spent a little time looking into our McColl family history, it is those events connected with the 

debacle of the Battle of Culloden, which understandably become something of a focal point and 

perhaps even an obsession.  During last October, my wife and I, as a consequence of making a visit to 

Europe, were able to also spend a week visiting and looking around what must be some of the most 

fundamental sites to our McColl family.  Consequently we would thoroughly recommend it to any 

others who manage to make the time and opportunity in the near future.  
 

The battle at Culloden on April 16, 1746, was clearly the most dramatic turning point in our family 

history, and it seemed essential for us to start there.  The site is only six or seven kilometres out of 

Inverness, and it can easily be visited with local tour groups, by rental car, by taxi, or even more 

simply with the local Inverness south-eastern suburban bus service (Route 1A).   For a very modest 

fare, this local bus service will take you to the battlefield tourist centre once each hour, and then bring 

you back to the centre of Inverness at such subsequent hour that you might find convenient.  The 

tourist centre itself is a modern building unobtrusively set in the north-eastern corner of the former 

battlefield.  The whole area is now a designated historic reserve, and access to the reserve and centre 

are free.  From the tourist centre, a network of well formed gravel and bitumen pathways leads the 

visitor across the bare moorland to where the actual conflict took place about two hundred and sixty 

years ago.   
 

 
 

Culloden Battlefield ɀ tourists wander the pathway leading into the central cemetery area.  
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The tourist centre has all the essential conveniences, and does include a museum with an array of 

relics, and some account of the conflict.  There is a charge to go into the museum, which is currently 

set at £10 per person.  There is also a small adjacent dining room with refreshments and drinks 

available, along with the typical souvenir shop.  Out on the field, the approximate positions of the 

original English and Scottish lines, are indicated by two lines of flags (red for England, blue for 

Scotland), but for us, the area of primary interest is probably the gullied area in the centre of the field 

where our ancestors fell.  This area is recognised as the mutually respected burial ground for the 

fallen soldiers of both sides, and the second photograph shows the type of markers which have been 

used to indicate the probable location of the respective mass graves.    

 

 
     

Author at the area of the mass graves at Culloden Battlefield where our McColl forbears are 

probably buried.  
 

 

There is currently an appreciable degree of public interest in this conflict that took place at Culloden, 

even though it was so long ago.  The tourist centre attendants are very helpful, and well informed 

about most of the actual historical details.  Perhaps of additional interest to us, is the fact that almost 

everyone you meet in Scotland seems to have a very definite point of view about the conflict.  Nor will 

most of them mind sharing their viewpoint with you, often at considerable length!!  The local attitudes 

to the Culloden conflict vary quite astonishingly in terms of both emphasis and essence, and perhaps 

many Scots only really concur in the now widely expressed opinion, that another referendum about 

Scottish independence ought to be held sometime soon!  Most feel a very definite disgust at the post-

war atrocities perpetrated against innocent Scottish civilians by the victorious soldiers of the Duke of 

Cumberland ɀ actions which today would be rightly condemned as genocide at the International Court 

of Human Rights in the Hague.  In those days however, it was accepted as the norm ɀ the kind of 

things victorious armies were allowed to do!    
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Another important family reli c well worth a visit, is the flag that was carried by the Stewart clan in the 

actual battle.  There were several flags carried by the Highlanders, and most of these were burnt by 

the victors after the carnage ended.  One flag was however smuggled off the field, and many years 

later was purchased along with a Union Jack, so that they might be displayed together, as a reminder 

that this sort of bloodshed should be unnecessary among all of us of British descent.  For many years 

these flags were displayed side by side in an upper room in Edinburgh Castle.  In those days, an 

attached label advised that in the last stages of the battle a series of McColl family members finally 

carried the St Andrews flag, and were duly shot down by the English musketeers for exercising this 

privilege.  About twenty years ago, both flags were removed from the castle to a more permanent 

display in the National Museum of Scotland, where on Level 3 they can be viewed for free (rather than 

paying the quite steep charges for entry to Edinburgh Castle). The National Museum is in Chambers 

Street, just south of the Royal Mile, and quite convenient for anyone also making a visit to the castle.  The 

tattered remains of the flag are now displayed in an overhead showcase, perhaps wisely well out of reach 

of souvenir hunters.    

 

 

 
     

The National Museum of Scotland overhead display of the original flag carried by the McColls 

at Culloden .   
 

 

Although there are a good many relics of the Culloden era scattered in assorted museums across 

Scotland, perhaps one of the next most meaningful for us McColls, is to be found in the Appin country 

itself!  Appin is a rather vaguely defined area on the southern shores of Loch Linhe, about half way 

between Oban and Fort William.  It contains some of the most magnificent mountain scenery of all the 

Scottish Highlands; and if the clouds permit, one may occasionally get a view of Ben Nevis itself in the 

country behind Glen Coe.  There is a quite good bitumen road along the southern side of the loch (the 
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A828), which although it is narrow in places, does give good access to most of the areas of our special 

interest.  Rental cars are available in both Fort William and Oban, and there is almost an over-

abundance of quite reasonably priced bed and breakfast venues all along that road, many of them 

featuring magnificent views across the loch.   

 

Near Portnacroish there is also a good roadside lookout where one can stop to get an excellent view 

over Stalker Castle.   Close nearby is the one place especially not to be missed, which is the cemetery 

and ruins of the old Appin church.  If you are driving west on highway A828 from Fort William, there 

is a well signposted turnoff to Port Appin on your right, just a kilometre or so after the Castle Stalker 

lookout.  If you reach this point you have gone too far.  About 200 metres before the Port Appin 

turnoff the highway crosses a small bridge, and on the Fort William side of that bridge a fairly good 

quality gravel road turns left (south) to a clearly visible cemetery and ruined church only about 200 

metres off the road.   

 
 

 

 
     

The view over Castle Stalker from the roadside lookout near Portnacroish .   
 

A walk around this cemetery reveals the graves of literally dozens of McColls, MacColls, McColes and 

assorted kinfolk.  It is however, within a niche in the northern wall of the old ruined church, that you 

will find the most impressive relic.  Apparently during the nineteenth century there was a quite 

detailed memorial stone set up on Culloden Moor at the gravesite of the Appin Stewarts, but which at 

the beginning of the twentieth century was removed to Appin.  It lists in some detail, the numbers of 

the respective families of the clan members who were killed and wounded at Culloden.   
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