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No. 126
THURSDAY, 17 NOVEMBER 2017
1

The House met at Ten o’clock a.m.

2

PRAYERS. – The Speaker read Prayers.

3
QUESTIONS SEEKING INFORMATION. – In accordance with Standing Order No. 94,
Questions without notice were asked.
4
PETITION. - Ms Giddings presented a Petition from approximately 252 residents of
Tasmania, requesting that the House calls on the Government to legalise voluntary euthanasia.
Which Petition was read and received.
5
PETITION. - Ms White presented a Petition from approximately 43 citizens of Tasmania,
requesting that the House require the Government to undertake a comprehensive review of the asbestos
register of the Royal Hobart Hospital; remove all asbestos safely; and provide information and support
to all those who have been exposed to asbestos.
Which Petition was read and received.
6

PAPERS. – The Premier laid upon the Table of the House the following Papers:(1)

Official Ministerial Gifts RECEIVED Register 2016.

(2)

Official Ministerial Gifts GIVEN Register 2016.

7
PAPERS. – The Minister for Building and Construction laid upon the Table of the House the
following Paper:The Nominal Insurer: Annual Report 2015-16.
8

9

PAPERS. – The Deputy Premier laid upon the Table of the House the following Paper:(1)

Australian Children’s Education and Care Quality Authority: Annual Report 20152016.

(2)

Living Marine Resources Management Act 1995:
2016.

Fisheries (Biosecurity) Order

PAPERS. – The Minister for Health laid upon the Table of the House the following Papers:(1)

Response to Petition HA10 of 2016.

(2)

Tasmanian Government Response: Independent Review of the Integrity Commission
Act 2009.
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(3)

Magistrates Court: Annual Report 2015-2016.

(4)

Australian Health Practitioner Regulation Agency: Annual Report 2015-16.

(5)

National Health Practitioner Ombudsman and Privacy Commissioner:
Report 2015-16.

(6)

Administrator National Health Funding Pool: Annual Report 2015-2016.

Annual

10
PAPERS. – The Minister for Human Services laid upon the Table of the House the following
Paper:Commissioner for Children Tasmania: Annual Report 2015-2016.
11

PAPERS. – The Treasurer laid upon the Table of the House the following Papers:(1)

State Grants Commission: Annual Report 2015-16 including 2016-17 Financial
Assistance Grant Recommendations.

(2)

Tasmanian Liquor and Gaming Commission: Annual Report 2015-16.

(3)

Retirement Benefits Fund: Annual Report 2015-16.

12
INTEGRITY COMMITTEE: REPORT BROUGHT UP. – Mr Shelton brought up the
following Report of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Integrity:A Code of Conduct for Members of the Parliament of Tasmania (Paper No. 27)
Ordered, That the said Report be received. (Mr Shelton)
13

PAPERS. – The Clerk of the House laid upon the Table of the House the following Paper:(1)

Integrity Commission: Report of the Integrity Commission No. 1 of 2016 – An Audit
of Tasmania Police complaints finalised in 2015.

(2)

Tasmanian Audit Office:
(a)

Report of the Auditor-General No. 6 of 2016-17 Financial Statements of
State entities, Vol. 1;

(b)

Report of the Auditor-General No. 7 of 2016-17 Financial Statements of
State entities, Vol. 2.

14
LEAVE TO MAKE MOTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE. - Ordered, That the Minister for Health
have leave to make Motions without Notice. (The Minister for Health)
15
SITTING TIMES. - Ordered, That for this day's sitting the House not stand adjourned at Six
o'clock and that the House continue to sit past Six o’clock. (The Minister for Health)
16
ADJOURNMENT. - Ordered, That the House, at its rising, adjourn till Tuesday, 7 March
next. (The Minister for Health)
17
GOVERNMENT BUSINESS SCRUTINY COMMITTEE. – Ordered, That the House of
Assembly appoint a Government Businesses Scrutiny Committee, with leave to sit on 8 and 9
December 2016 between the hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. to inquire into Government Businesses (GBs)
in accordance with the following schedule and rules.
For 2016 the following Government Businesses are allocated to the Committee as detailed below:—
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Thursday, 8 December 2016

Tasmanian Networks Pty Ltd 900 – 1100 (2 hours)
Hydro Tasmania 1100 – 1400 (3 hours)
Public Trustee 1500 – 1700 (2 hours)

Friday, 9 December 2016

TT-Line Company Pty Ltd – 0900 – 1200 (3 hours)
Tasmanian Ports Corporation Pty Ltd – 1200 –
1300 (1 hour)
Forestry Tasmania – 1400 – 1700 (3 hours)

MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMITTEE—
(1)

The Committee shall consist of six Members appointed by the House as follows:—
The Chair of Committees (Chair);
Mrs Rylah (Deputy Chair);
Mr Green;
Mr Bacon;
Dr Woodruff; and
Mr Jaensch.

(2)

During sittings, substitute Members may be allowed at the discretion of the Chair.

(3)

If a vacancy occurs in the membership of a Committee, the Speaker may nominate a Member
in substitution, but in so doing has regard to the composition of the Committee appointed by
the House.

(4)

A Committee may proceed with business despite a vacancy in its membership.

(5)

The Chair of a Committee has a deliberative and a casting vote.

(6)

The quorum of a Committee is four of whom one is the Chair of the Committee or Deputy
Chair.

(7)

If at any time a quorum is not present, the Chair will suspend proceedings of the Committee
until a quorum is present or adjourn the Committee.
Any time lost for lack of a quorum shall be added to the time allocated to that session.

(8)
(9)

Members of the House who have not been appointed as Members of the Committee, may
participate in proceedings by asking questions at the discretion of the Chair, but not more than
two in succession; and may not vote, move any motion or be counted for the purposes of a
quorum.

(10)

The responsible Minister and Chairperson of the Board of a GB shall be examined before a
Committee for a maximum period of 4 hours.

SITTING TIMES
(1)

The Committee meets only in accordance with the time-table adopted by the House or as
varied by the Chair.

(2)

A one hour period shall be provided each day at the discretion of the Chair for the purpose of a
luncheon break.

(3)

The Committee may sit only when the House is not sitting.

HEARINGS
All hearings of the Committee are open to the public except that any evidence stated by a witness to be
of a commercially sensitive or confidential nature shall, if requested by at least one Member of the
Committee, be heard in camera. Any such evidence shall not be published or in any way divulged by
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any Member of a Committee or any other person unless the Committee recommends it to the House
and the House resolves that the information be made public.
PROCEEDINGS OF A GOVERNMENT BUSINESS SCRUTINY COMMITTEE
(1)

When the activities of a GB are to be examined at a Committee hearing it shall be represented
by the responsible Minister and the Chairperson of the Board.

(2)

Questions may be put directly to the responsible Minister and the Chairperson of the Board.

(3)

A Committee may ask for explanations relating to the activities, performance, practices and
economic management of the GB.

(4)

The witnesses who are asked for explanations may be assisted where necessary by other
officers of the GB in the provision of factual information.

(5)

Officers may answer questions at the request of the responsible Minister but shall not be
required to comment on policy matters.

(6)

Time limits of one minute for a question and three minutes for an answer shall apply in a
Committee.

(7)

Questions may be asked on a ratio of two Opposition, one Government and one other Member
or in such form as the Committee determines.

(8)

A witness may advise a Committee that an answer to a question, or part of a question, will be
given later to that Committee, and where possible that Committee sitting day.

(9)

Additional information may be provided to a Committee about an answer given.

(10)

Additional information—
(a)
is to be written;
(b)
given by a time decided by a Committee; and
(c)
may be included in a volume of additional information laid on the Table of
the House by the Committee.
If any Member persistently disrupts the business of a Committee, the Chair
(a)
names the Member;
(b)
if the Member named is a Member of the Committee, suspends the sittings of the
Committee until he or she has reported the offence to the Speaker; and
(c)
if the Member named is not a Member of the Committee, orders that Member's
withdrawal from the sittings of the Committee until he or she has reported the
offence to the Speaker;

(11)

(12)

(13)

as soon as practicable, the Chair advises the Speaker who then gives notice that the Member of
the Committee be replaced.
If any objection is taken to a ruling or decision of the Chair,
(a)
the objection must be taken at once and stated in writing;
(b)
the Chair, as soon as practicable, advises the Speaker who makes a ruling on the
matter; and
(c)
the Committee may continue to meet but may not further examine the matter then
under consideration.
Television coverage will be allowed, subject:—
(a)
to the foregoing provisions contained under “Hearings”; and
(b)
to the same guidelines that apply to televising of the House of Assembly itself.

TRANSCRIPT
An unedited transcript of Committee proceedings is to be circulated, in a manner similar to that used
for other Committee transcripts, as soon as practicable after the Committee's proceedings.
Evidence taken in camera shall be printed on coloured paper and shall only be circulated to the
Committee Members and shall not be divulged in any way to any other person.
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES
A Report of the Committee is to be brought up by the Chair or the Deputy Chair to the House and shall
be the transcript of the public hearings and the minutes of the meetings of the Committee.
LEAVE FOR MINISTERS TO ATTEND L.C. COMMITTEE
And that the House of Assembly give leave to Ministers of the Crown who have relevant portfolio
responsibilities to attend any similar Committee established by the Legislative Council if requested by
that Committee as follows:—
Tuesday, 5 December 2016

The Minister for State Growth
The Minister for Infrastructure
Treasurer

Wednesday, 6 December 2016

The Deputy Premier
The Minister for State Growth
The Minister for Infrastructure

(The Minister for Health)
18
LEAVE TO MAKE MOTION WITHOUT NOTICE. - Ordered, That Ms Giddings have leave
to make a Motion without Notice. (Ms Giddings)
19
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS. - Ordered - That so much of Standing Orders be
suspended as would prevent the Bill from being introduced by more than one Member forthwith. (Ms
Giddings)
20

BILL NO. 73. – Ms Giddings and Ms O’Connor presented “A Bill for an Act to provide for medical assistance in specific and restricted circumstances to
enable the voluntary death of competent adults with intolerable and unrelievable suffering due
to advanced incurable and irreversible medical conditions, to provide for appropriate
safeguards, monitoring and reporting, and for related purposes”.

And Ms Giddings and Ms O’Connor having presented the said Bill, the same was read the First time
and made an Order of the Day for tomorrow.
21

BILL NO. 49. - A Message from the Legislative Council. -

MADAM SPEAKER
The Legislative Council having this day agreed, with Amendments, to a Bill, intituled “A Bill for an Act to amend the Mental Health Act 2013”
now returns the same to the House of Assembly, and to requests its concurrence therein.
Legislative Council, 17 November 2016.

J. S. WILKINSON, President.

Ordered, That the said Message be taken into consideration at a later hour. (The Minister for Health)
22

BILL NO. 61. - A Message from the Legislative Council. -

MADAM SPEAKER
The Legislative Council having this day agreed, with Amendments, to a Bill, intituled “A Bill for an Act to regulate certain auction and real estate practices, to regulate property
agents and to repeal the Property Agents and Land Transactions Act 2005”
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now returns the same to the House of Assembly, and to requests its concurrence therein.
Legislative Council, 17 November 2016.

J. S. WILKINSON, President.

Ordered, That the said Message be taken into consideration at a later hour. (The Minister for Health)
23
NOTICES OF MOTION. – In accordance with Standing Order No. 83, Notices of Motion
were given.
24
MATTER OF PUBLIC IMPORTANCE: TASMANIA’S PUBLIC HEALTH CRISIS – Ms
Woodruff, in accordance with Standing Orders, moved - That the House take note of the following
matter:
Tasmania’s Public Health Crisis.
And the Question being proposed;
A Debate arose thereupon.
And the Question being put;
It was resolved in the Affirmative.
25
STANDING ORDERS: AMENDMENT OF. – A Motion being made and the Question being
proposed—That:—
(1)
(2)

(3)

The House notes the report of the Standing Orders Committee on Recognition for
Members who are Mothers of Infant Children (Paper No. 26 of 2016).
Standing Order 48 be amended by adding the following new paragraph:—
“(2)
Except that, a Member shall be entitled, without a vote of the House, to 12
weeks maternity leave of absence, such leave to be taken in a consecutive period
from the date its commencement is notified to the Speaker in writing.”
Standing Order 412 be amended by adding the following new paragraph:—
“(2)
Paragraph (1) does not apply to a female Member feeding, or otherwise
caring for, their infant child (who is under twelve months of age) who is not
disrupting the proceedings of the House.” (The Minister for Health)

A debate arose thereupon.
And the Question being put;
26
SUSPENSION OF SITTING. - At One o'clock the Speaker left the Chair.
At half-past Two o'clock the Speaker resumed the Chair.
27

STANDING ORDERS: AMENDMENT OF. – And the Question being again proposed;

The House resumed the debate.
And the Question being put;
It was resolved in the Affirmative.
28
BILL NO. 63 - The Sentencing Amendment (Assaults on Frontline Workers) Bill 2016 was,
according to Order, read the Second time, and committed to a Committee of the whole House.
And the Speaker having left the Chair, the House resolved itself into the said Committee.
____________________
(In the Committee)
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Mrs Rylah took the Chair.
Clauses 1 to 5 agreed to.
Title agreed to.
Bill to be reported without Amendment.
____________________
The House being resumed, Mrs Rylah reported that the Committee had gone through the Bill, and had
directed him to report the same to the House without Amendment.
Ordered, That the Bill be now read the Third time.
And the Bill was, accordingly, read the Third time.
29

BILL NO. 63. - A Message to the Legislative Council. -

MR PRESIDENT
The House of Assembly hath passed a Bill, intituled “A Bill for an Act to amend the
Sentencing Act 1997”,
to which the House desires the concurrence of the Legislative Council.
House of Assembly, 17 November 2016.

ELISE ARCHER, Speaker.

30
BILL NO. 61. - The House, according to Order, proceeded to take into consideration the
Amendment made by the Legislative Council to the Property Agents and Land Transactions Bill 2016.
____________________
(In the Committee)
Amendment:
Clause 29:
Page 43, after subclause (5)
Insert the following subclause:
(6) The Board is to publish the Register on its website.
Amendment agreed to.
Resolution to be reported.
____________________
The House being resumed, Mr Shelton reported that the Committee had considered the Amendment to
it referred, and had come to a certain Resolution which was read as follows:To agree to the Amendment of the Legislative Council.
Resolved, That the said Resolution be agreed to. (The Treasurer)
31

BILL NO. 61. - A Message to the Legislative Council. -

MR PRESIDENT
The House of Assembly doth agree to the Amendment made by the Legislative Council to the
Bill intituled - “A Bill for an Act to regulate certain auction and real estate practices, to
regulate property agents and to repeal the Property Agents and Land Transactions Act 2005”.
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House of Assembly, 17 November 2016.

ELISE ARCHER, Speaker.

32
BILL NO. 71 – The TT-Line Vessel Replacement Fund Bill 2016 was, according to Order,
read the Second time, and committed to a Committee of the whole House.
And the Speaker having left the Chair, the House resolved itself into the said Committee.
____________________
(In the Committee)
Mrs Rylah took the Chair.
Clauses 1 to 6 agreed to.
Title agreed to.
Bill to be reported without Amendment.
____________________
The House being resumed, Mrs Rylah reported that the Committee had gone through the Bill, and had
directed him to report the same to the House without Amendment.
Ordered, That the Bill be now read the Third time.
And the Bill was, accordingly, read the Third time.
33

BILL NO. 71. - A Message to the Legislative Council. -

MR PRESIDENT
The House of Assembly hath passed a Bill, intituled “A Bill for an Act to establish a fund in
the Public Account to assist with the funding of replacement vessels for the TT-Line
Company’s Bass Strait ferry service.”
to which the House desires the concurrence of the Legislative Council.
House of Assembly, 17 November 2016.

ELISE ARCHER, Speaker.

34
BILL NO. 64. - The Order of the Day being read for resuming the adjourned Debate on the
Question proposed on 16 November 2016 - That the Sentencing Amendment (Racial Motivation) Bill
2016 be now read the Second time;
And the Question being again proposed;
The House resumed the said adjourned Debate.
And the Question being put;
Ordered, That the Bill be now read the Second time and in accordance with Standing Orders, there
being no Member wishing to speak to the Clauses in the Committee of the whole House;
Ordered, That the Bill be now read the Third time.
And the Bill was, accordingly, read the Third time.
35

BILL NO. 64. - A Message to the Legislative Council. -

MR PRESIDENT
The House of Assembly hath passed a Bill, intituled “A Bill for an Act to amend the
Sentencing Act 1997”.
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to which the House desires the concurrence of the Legislative Council.
ELISE ARCHER, Speaker.

House of Assembly, 17 November 2016.
36

BILL NO. 65. - A Message from the Legislative Council -

MADAM SPEAKER,
The Legislative Council has agreed, without Amendment, to a Bill, intituled - "A Bill for an
Act to amend the Gaming Control Act 1993",.
Legislative Council, 17 November 2016.

J. S. WILKINSON, President.

37
BILL NO. 71. - The TT-Line Vessel Replacement Fund Bill 2016 was, according to Order,
read the Second time, and in accordance with Standing Orders, there being no Member wishing to
speak to the Clauses in the Committee of the whole House;
Ordered, That the Bill be now read the Third time.
And the Bill was, accordingly, read the Third time.
38

BILL NO. - A Message from the Legislative Council -

MADAM SPEAKER,
The Legislative Council has agreed, without Amendment, to a Bill, intituled - "A Bill for an
Act to amend the Gaming Control Act 1993",.
Legislative Council, 17 November 2017.

J. S. WILKINSON, President.

39
BILL NO. 49. - The House, according to Order, proceeded to take into consideration the
Amendment made by the Legislative Council to the Mental Health Amendment Bill 2016.
____________________
(In the Committee)
Mrs Rylah took the Chair.
Amendment:
Clause 17:
Page 12, paragraph (b), after “President”.
Insert “of the Tribunal”.
Amendment agreed to.
Resolution to be reported.
____________________
The House being resumed, Mrs Rylah reported that the Committee had considered the Amendment to it
referred, and had come to a certain Resolution which was read as follows:To agree to the Amendments of the Legislative Council.
Resolved, That the said Resolution be agreed to. (The Minister for Health)
40

BILL NO. 49. - A Message to the Legislative Council. -

MR PRESIDENT
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The House of Assembly doth agree to the Amendment made by the Legislative Council to the
Bill intituled- “A Bill for an Act to amend the Mental Health Act 2013”.
ELISE ARCHER, Speaker.

House of Assembly, 17 November 2016.
The House adjourned at four minutes past eight o'clock.

SHANE DONNELLY, Clerk of the House.
____________________
MEMBERS. - All present during the day except Mr Groom.

