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TWENTY-SECOND Annual Report of the HoBART BENEVOLENT SocrnTY, for the 
Year ending 31 st December, 1881. 

THE desertion of wives and families is still going on, so that through the past year the Committee have 
had 23 cases of wife desertion brought before them,-an increase of three on the previous year. 

It does not app~ar that any decided action has been taken by our Legislature to bring back 
wife deserters and to make them support their wives and families. A few cases of this kind reported 
through the press of persons brought back to support their families would do more than anything 
else to intimidate others from leaving their families, knowing that wherever they went they would in 
all probability be brought back again. 

Upon the arrival of Sir G. C. Strahan, His Excellency was waited upon by a deputation of 
four gentlemen to ask the patronage of His Excellency for the Society, which he very willingly acceded 
to. His Excellency made many enquiries upon the object and work of the Society,' and what it 
was doing, &c. His Excellency was informed that its work was as much as possible to prevent 
mendicity, and His Excellency was cautioned against begging-letters, and beggars in general visiting 
Government House, and asking him to refer all cases of the kind to Mr. Witt, our Registrar, who 
would thoroughly investigate any case forwarded. Two of the late Reports and the bound copy of 
the first ten years' Reports were left with His Excellency for perusal. His Excellency received an 
application shortly after, which was attended to by Mr. Witt and the Committee, and since the year 
has commenced there have been two letters, which Mr. Witt has attended to. There are many cases 
on the Society's books of begging letters sent to Sir J. H. Lefroy while administering the Govern
ment, which he invariably sent on to Mr. Witt, our Registrar, who always dealt with them as was 
needful, and reported to Government House. 

It is with much regret that the Committee have to report the death of their long highly-valued 
friend, Dr: Hall, who has been on the Committee for over 21 years, and for a long period the 
Chairman of the Executive Committee, being· annually elected. He only resigned when it was 
necessary in making arrangements with the Government for taking over the pauper and boarding
out cases, on l st March, 1880, and which the Government approved. His long duties as 
Meteorologist an<l Health Officer are well known. 

Your Committee have still the care of the pauper maintenance cases for Hobart and suburbs, 
the boarding-out cases having been handed over by the Government to a central committee for 
boarding-out children about the middle of January, 1881, but the cheques were signed by your 
Chairman until the end of the month. The Committee have also the duty _of sending on poor people 
needing· invaliding to the House Surgeon of the General Hospital, who reports upon their physical 
condition. 

It must not be lost sight of that, up to the year 1866, all the poor of the city wer~ relieved through 
one channel, and that was the Hobart Benevolent Society. At that time every legitimate claim was 
met ; none were permitted to want. 

It will be better to refer again to the mode of giving relief to applicants. The party seeking 
relief brings a letter to Mr. Witt or the Chairman of the ,.Executive Committee. If to the latter, it 
is forwarded to Mr. Witt, to give temporary relief, and then to make enquiries into the case. The 
person is then requested to appear before the Committee on the next day of sitting, and to give the 
Committee an account of his or her circumstances, when they have _an opportunity of individual 
examination, and it often happens that one or other of the Committee knows the person applying, 
and by the demeanour before the Committee of the party who is being examined a pretty correct 
conclusion is arrived at, which is very seldom erroneous, and also if there should be any doubt the 
party is given the benefit, and a further enquiry is requested by Mr. Witt, our Registrar, sufficient 
food being given in the meantime. 
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Your Committee commenced t11e year with 32 cases brought forward from 1881, consisting of 
122 individuals. Two hundred and thirty-five cases have been investigatecl during the year, com
prising the following :-88 on account of illness, 27 widows, 23 husbands away, 4 husbands in prison, 
64 destitute, 4 for accidents, 8 for children, 10 for the aged and infirm. The number of individuals 
have been 552; viz.-107 males, 180 females, 138 male children, 127 female children. Casual relief 
has been given to 19 individuals going up the country to seek work, or going into the invalid depots. 

Work has been given in the wood-yard to 80 individuals, many of them with families. This is 
a very important labour test in connection with the Society of their willingness or unwillingness to 
work. Able-bodied men unable to obtain employment often: ask to be taken on; if they are hungry 
they are fed prior to going into the yard, and then they are told by Mr. Witt to go into the yard for 
an honr or two hours, as may be needful. A man can earn ill two hours as much food, which is 
reckoned at the cost price, as will suffice for a family of four; and then he has the remainder of the 
day to look about for other work, or do odd jobs here and there; if they have larger families Mr. 
Witt gives· them a longer time to work. A man in February, 1881, came to Mr. Witt and was 
recommended by a minister in the city, and was offered work in the wood-yard, when going into the 
yard he turned back, saying "I will make shift without it this time." 

In the case ~fa woman who was receiving temporary aid, her brother in Victoria sent her £10 
to take her over to him, which she spent in drink. She charged a woman at the Police Court, who 
was drinking in the City of Korwic!t Hotel, Argyle-street, with robbing her, but from all the 
surrounding circumstances the case was dismissed. She had been drinking and dancing in the house. 

The Committee are of opinion that the system of giving pecuniary aid to beggars at the door is 
very unwise, as in most cases it goes direct to the public-house ; whereas if an arrangement was made 
by every respectable citizen with Mr. Witt, he would enquire into all the cases, and if needful give 
the required aid, and the party could buy soup tickets, and save the money from going to the 
public~house. 

Ninety-four tons of wood and two tons of.coal have been contributed through the year by kind 
friends, and 20 tons have been bought by the Committee for extra cases, and cases of sickness. 

Of kindling wood 117 dozen bundles have been sold during the year. In preparing these 
bundles, boys, old men, and women can split up the pieces for them, sitting down during the work. 
When Mr. Weld was here he was a larg·e customer. Orders were continually coming to Mr. Witt 
for a supply for Government House, which were promptly attended to. The kindling wood is sold 
at ld. per bundle, sufficient to kindle two fires. The amount received by the sale last year has 
been £5 17s. 

Thanks are due and are gratefully tendered for a donation of £10 for the purchase of blankets 
for.the poor, to a kind friend signing himself " Sympathy," which have been supplied gratuitously 
in cases where Mr. Witt found it necessary to give such aid. 

. Blankets have been sold at cost price to the poor, to the amount of £11 ls. People are 
encouraged by Mr. Witt to lay by and prepare for t.he winter, which the poor creatures find a great 
help and comfort when the winter fairly sets in. They lay up in Mr. Witt's hands, as they can 
spare a shilling or two. 

The amount expended for lodging-tickets and rent has been £12 5s. 6d., and for cab hire to 
convey poor sick people to the hospital, £3 7s. 6d. 

The issue of stores has been-29,533 lbs. ·bread, 603 lbs. tea, 5174 lbs. sugar, 818 lbs. of 
oatmeal, 1216 lbs. rice, and 6030 pints of soup. 

For making soup, 2990 lbs. of meat, 392 lbs. rice, 404 lbs. barley, and 436 lbs. of peas have 
been used; there is a variation made day by day with these different articles. The sale of soup has 
only amounted through the year to £1 6s. ld. The. Committee cannot understand how it has 
arisen that there is so little demand for soup tickets; it would seem that persons prefer to give money, 
that they will not be troubled to call for the soup tickets, though it must be obvious that money given 
in most cases goes for drink of some kind, which is most unsatisfactory and prejudicial to the 
recipients of charity, and fostering a craving which is most demoralising. 

In cases of sickness relief is given at once, and is continued so long as the Committee see it to 
be necessary. Temporary relief is given at once to destitute persons, and the case is then enquired 
into whether it is needful to continue it, so that no persons are allowed to starve who present themselves 
to Mr. Witt, who has so long had to deal with these persons that he is not easily deceived. Children 
pleading that they are hungry are at once fed. In some cases parents cannot be entrusted with food 
for their own children, as they would make away ,:with the children's food eve1i to satisfy the craving 
for drink : in such cases the children are fed upon the premises. In all the cases that are transferred 
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-to the Government b~oks_ 3½ and often 4-montbs elapse before- transferrence, and in dealing with all 
'Government cases the Executive Committee are as jealous of the expenditure as-if every far.thing
came out of their own pockets. 

On account· of- the· flood; a meeting was held· at the Town· Hall,- when by resolution carried 
-unanimously the Executive Committee of the Benevolent .Society were chosen to dispense the aid. 
Two hundred and ninety-eight pounds ten shillings and sevenpence was paid by cheque to the Society, 
but the -Society had dispensed the aid in the meantime. His Worship the Mayor and Alderman 
Burgess were deputed, when handing over the cheque, to ask the Committee to continue its services 
,on account of the late disastrous fire in Liverpool-street, as the General Flood Committee wished the 
Executive Committee to aot for them still. Balance of £150 has been placed in the Savings' Bank 
as an emergency fund, in the names of the Chairman and Secretary; and a balance of 14s. 2d. paid 
into generalaccount after·pay_ing for bank-book. The Committee are thankful to say that, from 
arrangements made by the Government and Mr. Withrington, there has not been the ·necessity for 
lodging so many invalids as in the previous year, though it is generally found that in the winter season 
both men and women crowd into the depot. Accommodation had to be provided for women at the 
·Cascade establishment in the past year; the pressure is over for the present, but it may again require 
-to be opened, as even now there is not a bed vacant at New Town for females, and in the winter the 
need will be more urgent. 

In the case of children coming for their parents' rations before l2 noon, they are not supplied, 
as--they-ought to be at school, and this rule with respect to children is rigidly enforced. 

The usual visitation of cases is made by our . .Registrar, Mr. Witt, an~ he also continues the duty 
-of collector without any charge to the -Society. 

Thanks are sincerely tendered, and ·are due·by the Executive Committee to those friends who 
have so kindly supported the. Society by their donatiop.s and subscriptions; either in money or goods, 
and they do earnestly ask a .continuance of their aid in .the future. 

The Committee believe that the working of the Society has, on the whole, given general 
satisfaction, and they are glad to observe that no strictures or censures ever appear in the columns of 
the papers. Thanks are given to. the press for .its friendly, notice of its operations. 

The balance-sheet showed receipts-Government grant, £200 (1880), ditto, (1881 ), £400; 
Government repayments, £96 14s.; subscriptions and donations, £154 3s. I0d.; interest on 
debentures, &c., £220: total, £1070 17s. 10d. Expenditure, per pass-book, £901 4s. 2d.; leaving 
a credit, balance of £169 13s. 8d. 

R. ANDREW MATHER, Chairman Executive Committee 
Hobart Ben_evolent Society. 

THE Treasurer in Account with tlte HOBART BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

1881. mr. 
Dec. 31. To Government Grant for 1880 ... 

1882. 

Ditto, for 1881 .•.....•.......... 
Ditto, Repayments ........•..• 

Subscriptions and Donations .. . 
Interest on Debentures, &c .... . 

£ s. d. 
200 0 0 
400 0 0 
.96 14 0 

154 3 10 
220 0 0 

£1070 17 10 
-------

Jan. I. To Balance down..................... £169 13 8 

1881. ~r. 
Dec. 31. By Balance due to Bank in January 

Bread .............•......•.•.....•.... 
Groceries and Oatmeal .••.••.•• 
Printing, Advertising, &c .....• 
Cab-hire to the Hospital for 

the poor ...................... .. 
Lodgings and Rent ..•......••..•• 
Salary-Registrar •.•....•.....•. 

Ditto-Cook for Soup 
Kitchen ........•.....•..•••. 

Meat for Soup ....•..•...........•• 
Wood for Wood-yard ..•..•..• 
Lying-in Cases-Government. 
Insurance ........••.••••....••.••.•• 
Sundries .••.•.........•...........• 
Balance •••.••...•••.•..... ; ..••..•••• 

£ s. d. 
100 9 1 
119 11 5 
313 19 8 

10 1 6 

3 7 6 
12 5 6 

150 0 0 

52 0 0 
20 7 3 
35 14 3 
76 10 0 

1 13 9 
5 4 3 

169 13 8 

£1070 17 10 -----~ 
R. ANDREW MATHER, Chairman. WM. WITT, Regutrar. 
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THE Treasurer in Account witkthe HoBART BENEVOLENT SocIETY. 

1881. mr. 
Dec. 31. To Government Grant for 1880 ... 

Ditto, for 1881 ..........••..• 
Ditto, Repayments ........ . 

Subscriptions and Donations .. . 
Interest on Debentures, &c. 

£ s. d. 
200 0 0 
400 0 0 
96 14 0 

154 3 10 
220 0 0 

£1070 17 10 
---------

1882. . 
Jan. 1. To Balance . . . . . .. .. .. . . •.. •. . .. . . . . .. ... £169 13 8 

1881. QJ:r. 
Dec. 31. By Expenditure, per Pass-book ... 

Balance ...•.....................•..•. 

£ s. d .. 
901 4 2 
169 13 8 

£1070 17 10· 

R. T. WESTBROOK, Treasurer. 
Examined with the Vouchers, and found correct. 

GEO. SALIER, l a· 
HUGH M. HULL, ~ Au itors. 

CAP IT AL Account of tlte Ho BART BENEVOLENT SocIETY, arising from Legacies, Donations, &'c· 

Debenture-T. Y. Lowes, Interest on· ................................... . 
Ditto .............•............................................................. 
Ditto .•.•.......•...••. : ........•..................•...........................• 
Ditto •.........••.•...........................•.....•.....................•..... 
Ditto .......•....••.•......••....................................•...........••. 
Ditto ..•....•..............•.•........•.....•................................... 

Deposit-G. T. B. Society · ................................................. . 

Savings; Bank-Emergency Fund ....•.•............................••..... 
Premises, &c., Bathurst-street ••.•...••.••••.••...•........................... 

WILLIAM THOMAS STIIUTI', 
GOVER!iMENT PlllNTER, T.ASi\lANJ.4.. 

£ 8. d. 
2000 0 0 
500 0 0 
300 0 0 
600 0 0 
100 0 0 
500 0 0 
400 0 0 
-----

£4400 0 0 
~=-

150 0 0 
750 0 0 
~~ 


