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To His Fazxcellency Sir G. C. Stranax, K.C.M.G., (Governor-
in-Chief of Tasmania, §c.

The Memorial of the Board of Directors of the Launceston and Western Railway Company,
Limited. ’

RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH :

TaAT a Petition, of which a copy is attached, comprising copy of signatures of a large majority
of the contributors of Fifty thousand pounds expended in the construction of the Launceston and
Western Railway, was last year addressed to Your Excellency, praying, for reasons therein set
forth, that Your Excellency would be pleased to recommend to Parliament the reimbursement, by
Debentures payable in 1903, of the said Fifty thousand pounds, in lieu of the lien on the future
profits of the said Railway as provided by Statute. :

That the opening of the Mersey extension constructed by the Government, and the acceptance
of tenders for the construction of the New Norfolk, Fingal, and Scottsdale lines, without local
Liability such as that imposed on Petitioners, has increased, if possible, the sense of wrong done to
the Petitioners by this change in the Railway policy of the Government, as fully set forth in said
‘before-named petition, and has led to strong appeals being made to the Directors farther to bring
under Your Excellency’s notice the petition ot last yéar, in the hope that the prayer thereof, or some
modification thereof which Your Excellency may deem more consistent with the equity of the case,
may be submitted to the shareholders.

That whilst Your Excellency’s Memorialists are of opinion that this equity would be met by
the recommendation to Parliament therein comprised, Your Excellency’s Petitioners will be prepared
to submit to the subscribers their favourable consideration of any proposal which Your Excelleney

" may be pleased to recommend, in order to the appraisement of the present value of the lien which
the Statute referred to has given to the shareholders on the future earnings of the line.

That whilst Petitioners humbly represent to Your Excellency the importance of all the parties
to the said statutory lien of the immediate settlement by Debentures or otherwise, they at the same
time respectfully pray that, in event of Your Excellency not acquiescing in this proposal, Petitioners
may be at once furnished, for the iuformation of the contributing shareholders, with—

1. The terms agreed, or proposed to be arranged, with the Deloraine and Mersey Extension
and the Main Line Railway Company for running powers over the Launceston and
Western Line, between Launceston and Deloraine, and vice versa respectively.

2. With a synopsis of the present state ot the revenue account as between the Government
and Petitioners, and of the proposed mode of dividing the future revenue for goods,
mails, and passengers between the Government and Petitioners; and the proposed
method of keeping and auditing the said accounts, 6f which, Petitioners assume, periodical
returns will be furnished to the Directors.

-And Ycur Excellency’s Petitioners will ever pray, &e.

By Order of the Board,
R. GREEN, Chairman.
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To His Excellency Sir G. C. StrananN, K.C.M.G., Governor-in-Chicf
of Tasmania, §c. _ .
The Petition of the undersigned Colonists, residing in the Launceston and Western Railway Districts of
Tasmania aforesaid,

RESPECTPULLY SHEWETH :

1. That Petitioners represent a body of about 330 residents of the aforesaid districts, associated
_under the title of “The Launceston and Western Railway Company (Limited.)”

2. That in the year 1857 the question of introducing Railway communication into the aforesaid
districts had assumed serious importance, from the bad condition of the roads between ¢ the westward” and
the port of Launceston, and the extension of Railways in Victoria, then the principal warket for our
agricultural produce; and that at a large disirict meeting held in the Court House at Launceston on the
27th of August of that year, presided over by the Mayor of Launceston, the following Resolutions were
adopted, and were transmitted to the Government :—

¢ That this meeting, impressed with the importance of the speedy and economical transit of produce
intended for shipment to the neighbouring colonies, is desirous that a Railway should be
constructed with all possible expedition through the agricultural districts of Morven, Longford,
‘Westbury, and Deloraine.”

“That the Local-Government should be at once moved to take steps for the construction of a line
of Railway, with termini at Launceston and Deloraine, it having been shewn by authentic
returns that there would soon be sufficient revenue to rénder remunerative the expenditure of

£500,000 on such a Railway.”

“That in the opinion of this meeting, the Local Government should undertake the construction of
Ruilways in Tasmania, because they would pass over and near a considerable breadth of public
land ; the Parliamentary proceedings would cost less; capital might be horrewed on more
advantageous terms ; and, as the existing roads were paid for, the fares might be reduced, or
the surplus income devoted to the extension of lines.” [Instead of going to speculators.]

3. That in the year 1858 a report by a Joint Committce of the Houses of Parliament, practically
rejecting the resolution of the meeting aforesaid,—namely, that the Local Government should undertake the
making of Railways in Tasmania,—declared for district liability, in the following significant clauses :—

“The construction and maintenance of Railways and Tramways should be undertaken by the
districts through which they pass; while Parliament should sanction the raising of the required
funds by the guarantee of the Government, or by the issue of Debentures. - . . . . . the
Government being indemnified by security upon the revenue of the railway, and guarantee by
assessment of the lands of the districts . . . The Committee believe that the time has
already arrived when Parliament might, with great advantage to the colony, initiate some
GENERAL measure i accordance nith the views herein expressed: . . . . . and recom-
mend that an Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, praying that he will be
pleased to direct that a Bill may be introduced into Parliament at an early period of the next
Session, under which Road Districts or Municipalities might constitute thernselves a Railway
District, and secure the advantage of the Government guarantee, upon their willingness to
render the Railway Revenues and the lands of the District liable as security for the capital and
expense incurred in the construction of the Railway or Tramway, and the interest thereon.”

4. That, in 1859, the Governor’s speech on the opening of Parliament contained the following :—
“ My Government, not unmindful of the recommendation of the two Houses of Parlinment of last Session,
has, during the recess, carefully deliberated on the question of introducing a Railway Bill; but it is
impressed with the opinion that any legislation on Railways maust be sPECIAL and not GENERAL in the first
instance ; and also that a general agreement is necessary on the part of those interested in such undertakings
-as to their expediency, and the means by which they are to be accomplished : and are unwilling to propose
‘the guarantee of the Government to any scheme until those whose property would be benefited by it have
first giver satisfactory evidence of their own assurance in its feasibility and financial soundness.”

5. That in the year 1865 the first Railway Bill passed into law (29 Vict. No. 24), based on the
principles thus laid down by the Government and Legislature, which Bill provided for.a poll of the rate-
payers of the district aforesaid ; that such poll was taken on the 18th December, 1865, and resulted in
favor of the principles of the Bill by 2238 affirmative votes, against 564 negative votes; that the said Bill
provided machinery for the levying a rate on the district in event of any failure in the paymeut of interest
on money proposed to be advanced by the Government ; and further enacted that the people of the districts
should subscribe £100,000 (afterwards reduced to £50,000) towards construction as a further test of their
confidence “ in the feasibility and financial soundness” of the scheme.

6. That, relying on the bona fides of the Legislature and of the ratepayers thus so emphatically
pledged, and to prevent further delay in the introduction, of the Railway to the said districts, which question
had been then debated in and out of Parliament for the long period of eight vears, Petitioners advanced the
£50,000 claimed as aforesaid, which sum was duly spent on the construction of the line, as provided. by the
Statute, under the direction of Commissioners appointed by the Crown ; and the said Railway and works
on which these'moneys were so expended are now held by the Government on behalf of the colony, subiect
only to a statutory lien in favor of Petitioners on the future earnings of the line.
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7. That Petitioners advanced this money in the belief that the Railway policy of the Government
would continue to be that imposed on these districts; but that, in the instance of the Mersey district, and of
the Main Line, and now in respect to the various lines proposed, the principle of local responsibility has
been altogether abandoned. : .

8. That, further, under the provisions of the Waste Lands Act of this colony Petitioners ave entitled,
subject to Parliamentary resolutions, to a grant of public land. That, under these provisions, on the 7th
of September, 1865, Parliament authorised such a grant to the Directors of the Mersey and Deloraine
Tramway Company in the proportion of 1280 acres for every mile of Tramway constructed between
Latrobe and Deloraine; and although the line was never taken nearer than within 13 wiles of that
terminus, the Directors did actually receive TWENTY-SIX THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED AcRES of Crown land,
which they were permitted to select in sections (the better to secure good quality) for the remaining 17
miles of the line, commencing at Latrobe ; these works being subsequently taken over by Government, and
paid for out of the public revenues of the colony. .

*9. That the great benefits which have accrued to the districts aforesaid, and indirectly to the colony at
large, from the Launceston and Western Railway aforesaid, is now fully admitted by our Legislators and
the people generally, as is evidenced by the growing desire for Railway extension into other distriets of the
colony ; and your Excellency’s Petitioners respectfully claim credit for having been instrumental in securing
these benefits, and awakening public interest on the Railway question, by their voluntary advance of the .
Fifty Thousand Pounds expended as aforesaid, and now represented in the substantial works constituting the
satd Launceston and Western Railway.

10. That many of your Petitioners have been inconvenienced in business by the withdrawal of the -
sums which they so paid towards the construction of this public work. That, in addition to loss of interest
during a period of about thirteen years (and when good opportunities have existed for profitable investment),
they have borne, equally with their fellow-colonists, the burden in the first instance of a District Railway
Rate, and subsequently of the Real Estates Duty,—burdens which have seemed the greater, because of the
Government having now abandoned the prineiple of local liability, enforced in the case of the Launceston
and Western District. . : . '

11. That a sense of injustice bas, in consequence, been experienced by the Northern colonists, and
especially by Petitioners, whose contributions were made solely for the purpose of promoting Railway
communication so long sought for, by fulfilling the condition imposed by the Legislature on the aforesaid
district, and not with any view to personal profit or advantage—beyond that which is common to the whole
community, of which Petitioners form but.a small proportion.

Your Excellency’s Petitioners therefore pray that, for these and other valid reasons, and in lieu of such
. statutory lien as aforesaid, Your Excellency will be pleased to recommend the Legislature to provide for the
repayment to the Launceston and Western Railway Company (Limited) of' the said sum of £50,000, by
the issue of Debenturcs, payable in the year 1903, or at such other date as to Your Excellency may seem
meet, with 4 per cent. interest thereon, payable half-yearly at the Treasury, Hobart.

And Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c.

Alex. Fowler, Dunorlan.

A. Nairne, Elizabeth Town.
W. T. Kingston, Ulverstone.
Wm. Edwards, Scottsdale.
R. V. Legge, Cullenswood.

Alfred N. Mason, New Town.

J. D. Hatton, Melbourne.
Henry Gamble, Westbury.
Henry Laird, St. Leonard’s.
‘Wm. Gibson, Perth.

Wm. Russell, Perth.

Geo. P. Brumby, Longford.
James Green, ditto.

Joseph M Mahon, ditto.
Wm, Mason, ditto.
Elizabeth Noake, ditto.
George Ritchie, ditto.

William Field, Bishopsbourne.

W. Hazlewood, Whitemore.
H.P. Adams, Hagley.
Samuel French, ditto.

W. H. D. Archer, Longford.
R. M Ayre, St. Leonard’s.
T. R. Atkinson, Hobart.
W. Aikenhead, Launceston.
John Atkinson, ditto.

John Blackbuin, ditto.
Joshua Beaumont, ditto.

D. Beveridge, ditto.

S. Bennell, ditto.

Henry Bennett, Launceston.
G. P. Brumby, Longford.
W. Bonilly, Elizabeth Town.
Ellen Button, Launceston.
Jas. Castley, ditto.

D. Pickett, Chudleigh.

W. East, Ulverstone.

C. 8. Button, Scottsdale.
John Hyrons, Lefroy.’

R. H. Munce, Deloraine.

J. J. Overell, Hobart.

C. Williamson, Melbourne.
H. B. Nickols, Longford.
John L. Smith, Evandale.
George Croome, Perth.
Joseph Aicher, Longford. .
Isaiah Briggs, Longtford.

H. 8. Hutchinson, Longford.
Robert Lee. :
Exors. John Smith, Longford.
Thos. Ritchie, Longford.

J. D. Toosey, Cressy.

James Ross, Bishopsbourne.
Joseph Hazlewood, Carrick.
Wm. Wyatt, Dunorlan.
Thomas K. Archer, Deloraine.
E. Ackerman, Launceston.
W. Abbott, ditto.

H. Button, ditto.

W. A. Brooke, Melhourne.



C. Dry, Hobart.

S. Bowen, East Coast.
W. Beveridge, Hagley.
John Barrett, Piper.

E. Bonner, Launceston.
F. Belstead, ditto.

Jas. Barclay, ditto.

T. Boyd, ditto.

Geo. Collins, ditto.

M. A. Calvert, Hobart.
C. G. Croft, Launceston.
Geo. Castley, ditto.

T.' Corbett, ditto.

H. Dowling, ditto.
John Drysdale, ditto.
V. De Little, ditto.

W. R. Davey, ditto.
John Davies, ditto.
Emma Drew, ditto.
Kate Drew, ditto.

T. Edgington, ditto.
John Ellis, ditto.

F. L. Fysh, ditto.

B. Farrelly, ditto.

T. Griffiths, ditto.
Exors. G. Gilmore, ditto.
W. Gurr, ditto.

Exors. M. Gaunt, ditto.
T. Henry, St. Leonard’s.

J. F. Hobkirk, Launceston.

G. Hubbard, ditto.
R. Harris, ditto.
‘W. Hartnoll, Evandale.

J. J. Hudson, Launceston.

A. Hart, ditto.

W. Huttley, ditto.

E. D. Harrop, ditto.
John Hudson, ditto.

W. Hartnoll, jun., ditto.
‘W. Hutchinson, ditto.
A. Harrap, ditto.

C. Kent, ditto.

Jas. Lilly, ditto.

Jas. Ley, ditto.

W. Cox, Deloraine. ~

R. H. Douglas, Evandale.
A. Douglas, Launceston.
W. Doyne, St. Kilda.
Kate Doyne, ditto.

‘Wm. Dodery, Longford.
H. B. Dowie, Evandale.
W. B. Dean, Launceston.
R. P. Dix, ditto.

John Dunning, ditto.
‘Wm. East, Perth,

James French, Launceston.
L. Fairthorne, ditto.
John Field, Deloraine.
R. Green, Launceston. |

E. Gaunt, Launceston,
F. Grubb, ditto.

R. T. Gunn, ditto.

J. Grigg, Deloraine.
Lewis Grant, Don.

H. Hutchinson, Longford.
S. Hazlewood, Whitemore.
John Hart, Deloraine.
Jas. Howe, ditto.

G. Horder, Launceston.
John Illman, ditto.

W. Johnstone, ditto.

T. Jones, ditto.

S. Joscelyne, ditto.

R. Jones, ditto.

W. Kermode, Ross.

T. Knowles, Launceston.
R. M‘Eachern, ditto.

J. M‘Loughlin, ditto.

M. Munro, ditto.

M. Mahony, Westbury.
E. Noake, Longford.

R. H. Price, Launceston.
C. Price, ditto.

D. Parry, Hagley.

G. Pullen, Exton.

T. Pullen, Kentishbury.
'W. Russell, Perth.

D. Room, Launceston.
John Robb, Melbourne.
J. G. Sherwin, Launceston.
S. Sutton, ditto."

J. Stephenson, ditto.

R. Sage, ditto.

T. W. Thomas, ditto.

A. Thomson, ditto.

A. Webster, ditto.

A. Weedon, ditto.

W. R. Woodgate, ditto.
W. Mather, ditto.

R. Newey, ditto.

G. Pullen, ditto.

J. Porter, ditto.

R. Powell, ditto.

W. Peter, ditto.

‘W. Ritchie, ditto.

M. Robertson, ditto.

D. Ritchie, ditto.

‘W. Rankin, ditto.

Z. Poole, ditto.

H. Sharp, Sydney.

W. Tyson, Launceston.
M. Tyson, ditto.

W. Turner, ditto.

J. J. Thompson, ditto.
W. Turner, ditto.

Walch Bros. & Birchall, ditto.
Thos. Wade, ditto.

WILLIAM PHOAMAS STRUTT,
GOVERNMEXNT PRINTER, TASMANTA.



