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(No. 36.) 

To tlw Honourable the Members of the fJ.ouse of Assembly in. 
Tasmania, in Parliament assembled.-

The humble Petition of the Catholics of Tasmania,. 

RESPECTFULY SHEWETH: 

THAT religion is the basis of civil society, and that the foundation of the coming Common­
wealth of Australia should be Christian in its character. 

Your Petitioners therefore humbly! pray that your Honourable House will sugg·est such 
amendments in the Preamble of "The Constitution of the Commonwealth of Australia Bill" a& 
will secure therein proper and reverent recognition, of God as the Supreme Ruler of the World 
and the ultimate Source of all Law and Authority in Nations. 

. I 

And your Petitioners, as i.n duty bound, will ever pray, &c. 

Signed, qn behalf of the Catholics of Tasmania, 

+ DANIEL MURPHY, Arcltbishop of Hobart. 
+ PATRICK DELANY, Bis/top of Laranda, and 

Coadjutor to the Archbishop of Hobart. 

To t!te Honourable the Speaker and Jlfembers of t!te Rous('" 
of Assembly, in Parliament assembled. 

The Petition of tbe undersigned Members and Adherents of the Presbyterian_ 
Churd1 at Oatland:;, · 

IlUMilLY SIIEWETH :. 

THAT your l">e1itioners are strongly of opinion that in the Bill to constitute the Commonwealth­
of Australia now before yom· Honourable House, there should be a recognition of Almighty God 
a:; the Supreme lluler of the Unirnrse and the Source of all true government upon Earth. 

That your Petitioners therefore pray that your Honourable House will make such an amend-­
ment in the Preamble to the said Bill as will embody this recognition: 

And your Petitioners will ever pray. 

[ Here follow 32 signatures. J 
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To t!te Ronourable tlif! Spealwr and the Members of the 
Bouse of Assembly of the· Colony of Tasmania, in Par­
liament assembled. 

The humble Petition of the undersigned 'Inhabitants of Launceston, 
I -

IIU:lrIDLY SHEWETH : 
THAT your Petitioners view_: with deep regret the . fact that "The Constitution of the 

Commonwealth of Australia," as submitted by the Fed_eral 0onvention to the Parliament and the 
People of T:i.smania, contains no rec,ogi1ition o(·God'. : -

,: ·, . 

That your Petitioners consi'iler it -~10st fittirig ~nd .. desiraole that, at a crisis in the history ·of 
the Australasian- Colonies so important as the_ir fedei;ation)nto a .:Comrnonweaith, the -Divine Being 
should be recognised as the Suprem~ R_~ler of the Univ:erse, a~d the Controller of the Destinies 
-of Nations. . ._ _ · 

That your Petitioners would respectfully submit that such a recognition of God would be in 
.harmony with the British Constitution and )Yith the past legislation -of Great Britain, and would 
.be specially in accordance with the wishes- of' He1i· Most Gr:rcious :Majesty the Queen. 

That your Petitioners respectfully desire your Honourable House to use its powers in securing 
·such an amendment of the proposed; " C0nstifotion. of the· Co·m·monwealth of Australia" as shail 
secure the definite recognition of God,- and make it possible for Christian men throughout the 
Colony to accept it heartily when submitted to them. 

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound,:wm ever pray. 

[Here follow 131 signatiures.J 

WILLIAM GRAHAMB, JUN., 
GOVERNMENT PRINTER, TASJIJANI.A, 

·1 .. ·,. 


