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REPORT of.the·RoYAL SocrnTY C?f T'ASMA:NIA.fm•, the. Year 1874. 

'l)i;:E,Session of 1874 w.as op\')µed qn the lQth. M~rcli with a. pa,per;,c~ntrip_uted b~. W. Y. Legg~,. 
E~q., ):l.A .. , F.Z.S., l\f..Jt.A.S., on "'1,.'lie,~ea.d-coloured Flyc\lt~.her; ( M.y,zagro, plum;b,ea)i This· 
"l.~.s followed by one froml\L Allport, ~sq., F.:J:,.f3.,f.Z'.S,.,Q,l\i.~.1., entitle,cl "Sol!le.fq:r,tJier. ~otes· 
on th!'J. introduction, of Salmo.n iµto .Ta.sman,ian }V-aters'." ·· 

'1,.'he pa.pers brought forwarcl at the va,:r;ious sµpseqnf)nt iµef)tiµgs weI"e a,s fqllows ::-::::1' On' th~ 
Angora Goat," by J. Swan, Esq., M.H.A.; "Notes on some Species of Tasmanian ]3.iI"<lf:!," py.Li~ut •. 
W. V. Legg-~. R.A.,. F.Z.S., M.R.A.S.; "Additional and Corrected Elemen,ts for the Tran~~t of 
Vem1s, December 9th, 1874," by F: Abbott; F.R.A.S., F.R.M.S.; "Notes on the'' Physical" and 
Zoological Relations between .t\ristralia and Tasmania," by the Re\i, .:r. K Tenison. Wocids; F.B:~:~ 
F.G.S., F.R.G.S., &c.; "The Laupceston Tertiary Basin,'-'.(2nd'paper), by R. M .. Jolinston, Esq: ~ 
"The Law of Storms," by the Right Rev. the Bishop of Ta.smania; ,,;Additional Notes on the Salmc:ni' 

· Exp~riment," by M .. Alli_:>ort, Esq., F.L.S., F.Z.S., &c. - . . : i· , .. -

In addition to the regular papers, communications on the following· subjects' have been received; 
·brougµt under notice at the meetings, ::i.nd pubµshed :-"The Angora Goat," from E'. Pears, Esq., 
Constantinople, and G. Gatheral, Esq., the British Consul at:An,g·ora. "· The. Occurrencw.of Seals 
in Inland Lakes," bi Dr. Gunther, British Museum, &c. · · · · ·· · · 

The monthly meetings have been well attended throughout the year. 0n_ one occa,sion, Professor· 
Harkness, of the· United· States Transit of Venus Expedition, delivered a very interesting addresi on 
the then approaching transit. As it was pnwiously known that this address was to be given, a large· 
number of Fellows and visitors were r,resent, and at its close a special and cordial vote of tha~ks was 
accorded to the l_earned Professor; · 

Of the donors of books to the library, Amiarica, as usual, has been the most liberal. Fro~ 
the Trustees of the British Museum descriptive catalogues, supplementary to those formerly presented, 
hµ,v:e been received. 

The Meteorol9gical Observations have, as i]Sual, be.en r~gularly c11rrieil on at Hob~r~ Town by, 
_ Mr,. F. Abbott, and the results published Illonthly. Mr. W. E. Shoobridge ha~ ;ils,o furnis4ed. 
monthly· tables of observations recorded. by ~ipiself at New Norfolk, ~nd the r_eturns kept at, th~. 
v~i:io1:1s ligh.thouses have been supplied, as heretofore, by the :)\1:3:rine Board. 

The th;1~ks. of the Society are ,again du_e ~o severa1 of our merc'4ants ap.d shipo-yvners for ~4~ 
conveyance,free of cost, to Etngland _and variou_s Colonial. Ports, of parcels and plants, specimeµs·,. 
publications, &c. Among tqose who have favoured the society in this manner may be .mentioned 
Messrs. Crosby and Co., Messrs. JW:acfarlane Bros., M_essrs. B~lbjn anJ D~:rvvd~ll, Mr. II. B. Evans, 
aµd, the Tasm_anian Steam· N aviga!ion Company. 

Thanks are also dtie to Messrs. Walch and Sons for the distribution, free of charge, of the 
Society's public;;itions to memb_ers residing. in the country: 

During the past ye_ar the S.ociety has had to li),ment the loss. of one of its most. distinguisl:i,e~ 
members-William _Archer, Esq., F.L.S. At a former period Mr. Archer acted for some ti~e a~. 

·Secretary to the Society. At all times an enthusiastic student of Natural History, he furnis.hed durillg,. 
his life many valuable contributions to the botany of Tasmania. Dr. Hoo~er was very much 
indebted to him in the preparation of his great- work on the- Flora of •'Fasmania, and freely acknow­
ledges the debt both in the body of the work and in the dedication which is affixed to it. About six 
months before his death Mr. Archer-,ey_er min_dful qf the Society in which he took. so great an 
interest-presented our lil.,rary with a very .valuable donation. 
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COUNCIL. 

No vacancy has occurred during the year. The list of retiring· members has been posted in the 
library for the last three days, in accordance with No; 32 of the amended rules of the Society. 

FINANCE. 

The income from all sources was as follows :-Government grant in aid of Museum, £200; 
ditto of Gardens, £400; sub~criptions, £160 I ls.; from Marine Board, £20; sale of plants, &c., at 
Gardens, £ 111 14s. 4d.; repayment, £1 3s. 6d.; this, with £30 12s. in the hands of the Superin­
tendent of the Gardens for payment of wages, and £30 arrears of subscriptions, will give a total of 
£954 0s. I 0d. -

The expenditure as per balance sheet was £939 4s. l0d., leaving a balance to credit of £14 16s . 

. -- GARDENS. 

The work in connection with the new approach to the Gardens has fully occupied the men at all 
times when they were not needed for routine operations. Considerable progress has been -made, 
both with the earthworks and planting; and had it not been for the delay in obtaining gates the 
entrance would have been opened to the public, at the latest, with the advent of the present year 
(1875). Notwithstanding this delay it is hoped that a few months will see the work completed. 

The plants introduced have probably exceeded those of previous years not only in numbers but 
in intrinsic merit. 

From Mons. J. Verschaffelt, of Ghent, Belgium, we received a case containing a number of 
pictorial forest trees in a very good condition, also a small collection of Rhododendrons. These 
latter were sent for with the view of ascertaining whether they would live packed in a close case and 
pl_aced in the hold of a ship. The experiment was very successful-thirteen out of sixteen having 
survived. From Mons. J. Linden, also of Ghent, was received a case containing palms, and a small 
collection of cool-house orchids, which arrived in excellent condition. A valuable case of plants 
was· also received from Mr. H. Low, Clapton, London. 

Great difficulty is experienced in finding suitable sites for the various introductions, which if 
planted out while small are invariably destroyed through the carelessness of the prisoners, on whose 
labour we are in a great measure dependent for the performance of all ordinary operations. It is to 
b~ ~egretted that this class of labour cannot be entirely employed on works of extension or permanent 
improvement, for which it is best adapted. Much of it now supplied is quite unfit for any work 
requiring the slightest exercise of care or thought. · 

The estimated number of visitors to the Gardens for the year was 38,508, or an increase of 
1032 over last year. 

MUSEUM. 

The usual work of the Museum has been steadily carried on. Several large osteological 
specimens are in process of completion. In the early part of the year, Lieut. ,v. V. Legge, H..A., 
F.Z.S., M.R.A.S., kindly named our collection of Indian birds, and also presented a considerable 
number of beautifully prepared skins of our native birds, as the commencement of a type collection, 
to which further additions have since been made by various donors. Contributions to this branch of 
the Museum are still much wanted, and country members would add greatly to the scientific value 
of the collection by forwarding good skins or recent specimens. Specimens of our Fauna generally, 
indeed especially of the larger kinds, are urgently required, and as our funds do not enable us to 
make many purchases, we have ag·ain to appeal in _this matter to the liberality of the Fellows. 

In response to an application conveyed through our late Governor, Mr. Du Cane, the Home 
Government presented a valuable specimen of the armour of a past age. To a large portion of the 
p_ublic this is found to be an object of considerable interest. 

The expenditure on the Muse um account has been greater than usual, as some necessary repairs 
to the building had to be carried out. In last year's report the urgent need of table cases for the 
conchological collection was noticed. It is much to be rP-gretted that our funds will still not allow 
us to provide these cases. Till they are procured the Tasmanian shells must remain unclassified and 
~displayed. 

The number of visitors to the Museum was 16,456. 
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S1ATEMENT_ of Funds of RoYAL SocIETY of TASMANIA for the Year 1874. 

~eteipt11. 
Annual Subscriptions from 78 

Members .•.....••.••••.• 
Arrears of ditto ••••••••••••• 
Two Life Members' Com-

positions ••••.....••••.•. 
Amount received from Marine 

Board for clerical assistance 
in completing Meteorological 
Tables from the Light­
homf's, as per agreement ... 

Total Royal Society •.• 
Museum. 

Grant in aid from Treasury 
B:Jtanic Gardens. 

Grant in aid from Treasury 
Proceeds of sale of Plants, 

Fruit, &c •..••••..•.•••• 
Repayment of amount over-

charged .. .-.......••... 
Total Botanic Gardens 

January 19th-Balance over­
drawn at Commercial Bank 

NoTi;:. 
Dr. 

To overdrawn balance at Bank 
Cr. 

By Cash in hands of Superin­
teud,•nt of Gardens for 
payment of Wages •.••..•• 

Subscriptions due ••••••••• ,, 

Balance to Credit •• , • 

:£ s. d. :£ s. d. 

114 0 0 
26 11 0 

20 0 0 

20 0 0 

400 0 0 

Ill 14 4 

1 3 6 

30 12 0 
30 0 0 

180 11 0 

200 0 0 

512 17 10 

45 16 0 

£939 4 10 

45 16 0 

iExpenlJiture. 
Jan. 20.-Balance overdrawn 

at Commercial Bank; as per 
statement for I 873 ...••••• 

Intereston overdrawn account, 
1874, as per Bank Book .. 

Royal Society. 
Meteorological Instruments 
Printing and Advertising .. 
Postage and Parcels ..... 
Collector's Commission on 

Subscriptions received .• 
Messenger for delivering 

Publications to Members 
Clerical Assistance for com­

pleting Meteorological 
Tables from Marine Board 

Library Books and Station-
ery .................. . 

Total Hoyal Society .. 
Museum. 

Salary ·of Curator .....•.. 
Wages of Attendant ....•.. 
Insurance ............... . 
Purchfse . and Preparation 

of ::;pec1mens .........• 
Water Rate ............• 
Fuel and Lig-ht ........•••• 
Sundries and Petty Cash .. 
Camphor,Spirits of Wine,&c. 
Ironmongery •....•...•• 
Freight and Carriage of 

Specimens ...........• 
Fittings, Hepairs, &c ....• 

Total Museum ..•..• 
Botanic Ga1'dens. 

Sala1y _ of Superintendent .. 
Wages of Labourers, &c ..• 
Tools and repairs (Black-

smith) ...........•.. 
Freight and Carriage of 

Plants ..••.....•...•.• 
Stationery and Stamps .... 
Forage ......•......•..••. 
Ironmougery ..••...•.•.. 
Flower Pots ..... , ...... 
Repair of Buildings .......• 
Seeds ....•...•............ 
Sundries, including Timber 
Water Rate .........•.... 

Total Botanic Gardens 

£ s. d. 

0 10 0 
43 6 10 

5 13 10 

7 10 6 

0 15 0 

20 0 0 

29 6 0 --
125 0 0 
52 0 0 

6 7 6 

9 13 6 
3 2 8 
4 5 7 
1 I 11 

12 2 6 
4 0 4 

4 19 8 
23 19 5 --

150 0 0 
261 2 0 

5 s 0 

4 1 0 
a 15 4 

19 0 10 
22 13 8 
12 9 6 

0 13 9 
4 16 0 

34 1 10 
2 1 8 

Examined and found correct, 

£ s. d. 

62 4 1 

3 1 11 

107 2 2 

246 13 1 

520 3 7 

£939 4 10 

60 12 0 

•• · £14 16 0 
HENRY COOK ! 
JOHN MACFARLANE, 5 Auditors. 

29th January, 18i5-

J'AMES BARNARD, 
80VEBNMENT PRINTER, TASMANIA, 


