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'°TASMANIA, 

No.23. 

:Sm,. 
Downing-street; 26th February, 1869. 

I TAKE the-earliest opportunity o_f informin_g you that Her Majesty's Qovernn1ent-propose at 
once to reduce the number of Troops m Tasmama to one Company ; and that they have under con'
sideration the question whether that Company, if retained, should not be paid for' at the same rate as 
.Troops stationed in other Australian. Colonies. . 

. Governor Du CANE. 

MEMORANDUM. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 
.GRANVILLE . 

ColonialSecretary's Office, 22nd April, 1869. 

IN returning Despatch No. 23, of 26th February, 1869, in which the Secretary of State informs Your 
Excellency that Her Majesty's Government propose at once to reduce the number of Troops in 
Tasmania to one Company, and .that they have under consideration the question whether that Com
pany, if retained, should not be paid for at the same rate as Troops stationed in other Australian 
Colonies, your Responsible Advisers desire most respectfully but most urgently to remonstrate against 
the reduction of the Troops in this Garrison, or any alteration of the terms upon which in accordance . 
with the Circular Despatch of His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, under date 26th June, 1863, as 
amended by Circular Despatch of the 27th July, 1863, Her Majesty's Forces were stationed in this 
Colony. 

Though the number of Imperial Convicts under sentence at Port Arthur has been considerably 
reduced, the men remaining there, for the most part, are of the worst character. 

With reference to such of these men as are detained under sentences for life, the Civil Com
mandant has; in his last Report, pointed out to Your Excellency that it has become expedient to 
announce to them the decision of the Government, and that some special system of treatment will be 
necessary for their safe custody, without which he fears that "some serious disturbance or perhaps 
catastrophe will follow such announcement." 

It is evident, therefore, that the same causes which have hitherto rendered necessary the presence 
of a disciplined force, operate as strongly now· as at the date of the Despatch of His Grace the 
Duke of Newcastle, as, although the Military are stationed in Hobart Town, they would, in the 
event of a successful rising at Port Arthur, be available to prevent the Convicts from reaching the 
settled Districts. 

(Signed) 

His Excellency the Governor. 

R. DRY. 
THOS. D. CHAPMAN:. 
W. L. DOBSON. 



No. 32. 
(Executive.) 

MY Lonn, 

4 

Government House, Tasmania, 22nd April, 1869. 

I HAVE the honor to forward to Your .Lordship a Memorandum addressed to me by my 
Responsible Advisers in reference to.Your Lordship's Despatch of the 26th February last, informing 
me that Her l\'Iajesty's Government propose at once to reduce the number of Troops in 'Tasmania to 
one Company, and that they have further under consideration the question whether that Company 
should not be paid for at the same rate as Troops stationed in the other Australian Colonies. 

2. Your Lordship will see from the Memorandum that my Responsible Advisers enter an 
urgent remonstrance against b,oth. these proposals. 

3. In expressing my g·eneral concurrence with their views as regards the inexpediency of any 
permanent diminution of the Troops stationed here at the present time, I would call Your Lordship's 
attention to the lang·uage of the Duke of Newcastle's Circular Despatch of the 26th June, 1863, 
(Tasmania) in which the Force in Tasmania is fixed at three Companies; and His Grace further 
says, " The Force in Tasmania, where the effects of the old system of transportation are not yet worn 
out, will be maintained for the present at the expense of the old Government." Tliese words have 
always been understood by this Colony as conveying a pledge on the part of Her Majesty's Govern
ment that, so long as the Convict Establishment at Port Arthur was maintained, the 'l'roops would 
not be further permanently reduced ; and more especially that, whatever the number of the Force 
stationed here, it would.lJe maintained at the cost of the Mother Country. 

4. It is perfectly true that the number of Convicts at Port Arthur are slowly diminishing year 
by year, but it cannot, I think, be fairly stated " that the effects of the old system of transportation 
are yet worn out," or even so far "worn out" as to justify the large diminution of the Force now 
proposed. 

5. As this Memorandum points out, the men now remaining at Port Arthur are those for the 
most part of the very worst character. I may add, too, in reference to my Despatch to Your Lord
ship of the 24th of March last, that, while expressing my reluctance to sanction any additional 
expenditure at Port Arthur in order to deal with the cases of men sentenced for life, I certainly did 
not contemplate any immediate reduction of the Troops stationed at Hobart Town, but rather 
regarded them as an essential element for seeming, in case of an outbreak, the complete isolation of 
the settlement on Tasman's Peninsula from the main land. 

6. The withdrawal of the Troops too at this particular junctme, coupled with the further pro-' 
posal for the cost of the remaining Company being· defrayed at the expense of the Colony, is, I fear, 
certain to frustrate any attempt on my part to arrange with my Responsible Advisers the question 
of the future of Port Arthur on a satisfactory basis. It is by no means unlikely that the Colonial 
Government may make these proposals, if carried into execution, the plea for the withdrawal of all 
their Convicts to the Cascades Colonial Prison at Hobart Town, and thus leave the Imperial Govern
ment saddled with an establishment at Port Arthur out of all proportion to the numbers of Imperial 
Convicts alone, and in which, from the nature of the settlement and g·eneral character of Convict 
discipline, it will be extremely difficult, if not impossible, to make any material reduction. 

7. Under these. circumstances I would venture to ask Your Lordship to urge Her Majesty's 
Government to reconsider both these proposals, especially the last of them, the carrying out of which, 
I fear, looking to the language of the Duke of Newcastle's Despatch, will be regarded, so long as 
the Convict Settlement at Port Arthur is maintained, as tantamount to a breach of faith with the 
Colony. · · 

I have the honor to be, 
My Lord, 

Your Lordship's most obedient humble Servant, 
CHARLES DU CANE. 

The Rigltt Bon. the Earl GRANVILLE, K.G. 
Colonial Office. 

TASMANIA. 

No. 60. 

Sm, 
Downing-street, 21st October, 1869. 

I HAVE to acknowledge the rer.eipt of your Despatch No. 32 of 22nd April, with a Memorandum 
from your Responsible Advisers on the subject ofmy Despatch of 26th Febrnary, in which I informed 



. lJ 
you.that Her Majesty's Government proposed·to requce tµe, n11mber of Troop!? in Tasmania.t<>"one: 
Qo~pany, and that .the question was under .. consideration whether th1:1,t Company sJ:10uld not be _paid_.' 
for at the same rate as Troops stationed in the. other Australian Colonies .. 

With regard tq the passage which you quote from the Duke, of -Newcastle's· Despatch of,26th 
June, 1863, as conveying a pledge that so. long as the Convict Establishment at Port Arthur was, 
:rp.aintained the Troops would not be further permanently reduced, and that they would be maintained, 
~t- Imperial cost, I have to point qut tq you tli.at the words "for the present" used by the .Duke o(. 
Newcastle are totally incapable of the construction affixed to them by the. Colony. Any pledge: 
fairly deducible from these terms has been exhausted, or nearly so, by the gradual exhaustion of the 
Convicts; and if any allowance is equitably due to the Colony in respect of these persons, who will .. 
soon be reduced to 40 or 50, the retention of a Military Force is not a convenient mode of satisfying 
the claim. 

You refer to the danger of breaking. off th.e _negotiation for the transfer to the Colony of the 
Imperial Establishment at Tasman's Peninsula, but that negotiation cannot come to any satisfa~tory 
result unless it be approached by both parties in a reasonable spirit. · l hope that the Colonial 
Government will so approach it, but I cannot allow its existence to prevent Her Majesty's Govern-; 
ment from doing what is necessary for the .protection of Imperial interests.· It is for the Colony to: 
consider whether the effect of protracting negotiation has not been, and will 'not be, to injure its'. 
position in any final settlement. · ·· .. . · · · · · · ·' 

Governor Du CANE. 

. :MEMORANDUM. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, . 

Your most obedient humble Servant, 
GRANVILLE. 

Government House, 31st. January, 1870._: 

THE approaching departure of the two Companies of H. M. 2nd Battalion 14th Regt. for England, 
~nd their replacement by two Companies of H. M. 2nd Battalion -18th Regt., may be regarded as 
the first step towards the carrying out of the programme announced by Lord 0-ranville in. his_ 
Despatch of the 25th of March, 1869, with respect to the future_ distribution of Her Majesty's 
'f roops among the British Colonies. · ·. ' · : · ' 

2. It will be in the recollection of my Advisers that in the Despatch above quoted the proportion 
p:r:oposed to be assigned to Tasmania was one Company, to be paid for. after. a period not distinctly 
named in the Despatch, but stated "to be close at hand," at the rate now ag-reed on for the other
Australian Colonies. It was further stated that no fraction of a Regiment can be allotted to Aus..: 
tralia; and while the respective Governments of the Australian Colonies were, invited to endeavour to 
arrive amongst themselves at such an understanding· as would enable Her Majesty's Government to_ 
station a Regiment in Australia, the Government of Tasmania was specially recommended to_ make'_ 
itself a party to any such consultation. · ' , · · · · · · -: 

3. In reply to Lord Granville'!,;; Despatch a. Memorandum, to be forwarded to the-Secretary of 
State, was addressed to me by iny Responsible Advisers, protesting against the proposed diminution 
of the number of Companies hitherto assigned to Tasmania, and setting forth the claims of the 
Colony to a further continuation of the advantage hitherto conceded to ,it of receiving the services· of 
Her Majesty's Troops without payment. That Memorandum was duly forwarded by me to the 
Secretary of State with a covering Despatch endoi·sing the views entertained by my Advi~ers. An 
unfavourable answer was, however, returned to my Despatch and the Memorandum by Lord Gran-: 
ville, dated the 21st of October last, and a renewed intimation given that the privilege of retaining 
the Troops without payment would be shortly withdrawn. . -- • 

4. From the tone of Lord Granville's Despatch in answer, I fear that further rem011strance on 
this po~nt may be regarded as certain to be unavailing. The time, therefore, appears to me to have: 
fairly arrived when a definite decision should be come to (1) by the Australian Colonies generally as to 
the ret_ention or_ otherwise of the Regiment proposed to be left in them, and (2) by each Colony in 
particular as to its willingness or otherwise, provided the Regiment be retained, to keep the Company 
or Companies propoaed to be assigned to it on the terms of payment named by Lord Granville. · 

5. I would, therefore, urge upon my Responsible Advisers the expediency of taking· into 'early 
co;nsideration the latter of these two questions. · If the Government of this Colony is unwilling, oh 
mature deliberation, to pay for the retention of the single Company; it would appear to me, so far as 
Tasmania is conc,erned, unnecessary to discuss the larger question of the retention of the whole 



6 
Regiment am:ongst the Australian Colonies. If, on the other hand, it'should be inclined individually· 
to accept Lord Granville's proposal, the best method of consultation between the Colonies as to the-
general question will then be a subject for deliberation. · 

. 6. On._the point_ of the general po~cy, 1 may_ say that the fotal rejecti?n of ~m1jerial Troops by 
the Australian Colomes at the present time appears to me to be a matter mvolvmg very grave and 
serious considerations, and I should certainly regret to see any individual Colony precluded from 
taking part in a general consultation of the Colonies on the entire question by a hasty decision to· 
reject for itself Lord Granville's proposal. 

·CHARLES DU CANE .. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary. 

MEMORANDUM. 
Colonial Sem-etary's Office, l8tli February, 1870 .. 

TnE Colonial Secretary has the honor to acquaint the Governor that His Excellency's Memorandum, 
under date 31st January, 1870, on the subject of the future distribution of Her Majesty's Troops 
among the Australian Colonies, has received the careful consideration of His Excellency's Advisers .. 

Lord Granville's proposition amounts to an offer to allot one Regiment of the Line to Australia,. 
and to station one Company of that Regiment in Tasmania., on terms of payment by the Colonies 
intimated in a previous Despatch. 

His Excellency's Memorandum now invites Ministers to take into early consideration the 
advisability or otherwise of consenting to receive a single Company on the terms of payment named 
by Lord Granville. 

His Excellency's Advisers conceive that no practical advantage can flow from the consideration 
of this question until a collective decision has been arrived at by the Australian Colonies on the 
larger question of the advisability or otherwise of accepting a Regiment of the Line on Lord Gran
ville's terms. 

His Excellency's Ministers have proposed to the Governments of Australia and New Zealand 
tliat a Conference should be held in Melbourne in May next on the question of Australian Commer
cial Federation and other questions of common Australasian concern. At that Conference the subject 
of the retention of Her Majesty's Troops on the terms offered by Lord Granville will, no doubt, form 
a prominent topic for joint deliberation. 

The action of the Government of Tasmania must necessarily depend upon the collectiYe deter
mination of all the Colonies affected by Lord Granville's proposal. 

His Excellency's Advisers deem it right on this occasion to reiterate the opinion so often urged 
upon the Imperial Government, that the claim of Tasmania to the presence of British Troops rests 
upon exceptional considerations which have no application to the case of any other Australian 
Colony. , 

Those claims may be ignored, or repudiated, but their justice cannot be denied. 

JAMES MILNE "WILSON. 
His Excellency tlte Governor. 

No. 9. 
Government House, Tasmania, 23rd February, 1870 .. 

l\l[y Lonn, 
IN reference to Your Lordship's Confidential Despatch of the 30th of November, 1869, on the 

question of the retention of one Regiment of Imperial Troops in the Australian Colonies, I have the 
honor to inform Your Lordship that, on the 31st of January, I addressed a Memorandum to my 
Responsible Advisers in which I invited them to take into early consideration the advisalJility or 
otherwise of consenting to receive a single Company on the terms of the payment named by Y om· 
Lordship. 

. 2. The views of my Responsible Advisers on this subject are embodied in a Memorandum 
addressed to me by the Colonial Secretary in reply to ~ne, which I enclose herewith, togeth~r with 
a copy of a Circular Letter addressed by the same Mm1ster to the Governments of the Contmental 
Colonies of Australia and New Zealand, . proposing an lntercolonial Conference in Melbourne 



in May next, on the subject of a Customs Union, Intereo!<;>ltj~l Free Trade, and other questjQrui:J,f 
.,common Australasian interest. -Aniongsfthese questions the subject of the retention or otherwise of 
. the Troops. 01r .the terms qfl'.ered will, doubtless, form · a prominent topic for deliberation ; and my 
Advisers are of opinion that the consideration of the larger question of the acceptance or otherwfo~Z.<if 

. tli.e enfo·e Reghr1ent l:>y- the cQUectjv;e C9lq:rµes ,l,lliould: preceq._e.t,h~t of the smaUer one of; the rl.3tention 
-by. T_asmania of a single. CQwpa;iiy. • - · · • • -~ 

3; A1/ir.t. tl).e. event qf Victori!!-, New $oµth Wales, aJ!d · S.out.h .A,µ~ti:ali!t rejec#ng their, propoi:t;iQn 
:9ftµe Regiroellt, the si_ngl_e Company w:oulµ, as J; unq.ersta11d Your: Lordship.'.s proposals, beno 
longer at-the disp,:;isal of tbis. Colo:Q.y; .J .certain.J..y thin~ my Re!lpopsi:hle ,Ad;vjsers ~e rjgli.t in their 
-view that the, whoJe. question l,lµoµlg; • if possiµJe, l:>e fi.pi,t_ coµsiµ~_red by· tlJ.e, .A,µ_str:aJ.i.an Colon_i_es 
-collectively. Should, however, t}i_eir- p_roposl!J for .!!,Jl I_nter<lolonial- Co.nfer:_encie be i:ejecte_d l;iy :t"he 
Colonies invited to take part in it, I shall again bring the subject before them, and press for a speedy 
i;l~cision as regi:trqs the. single,QoIIlpap.y. · 

, . 4. Your Lordship wilJ obs_eryetli.atth.e, Col_oroal:Se~retary iµ. hill. J\feJAc;:i~·and:um a_ddrei,i;e_q to. mys.~Jf 
.reiterates the opinion which I have endorsed in previous Despatches on the subject, "that the claim 
• 9f Tasmania tQ the presence of :J3ptj.gh '.fro_ops_rests upo;n exceptional_ consi!ierations which .li!!,ve no 
,;iJ!plic_atiQn to. the ca_s_e.of any: othei: Au.stra~iip:1. Colo1_1y." . · · . 

I have tlie .honor to be, ... . . - M Lord: 
' . ' .Y,. . ' ' 

· Your Lordship's most obe~ien;t hu_wpl~ S~rv_:~1_1~,- . 

The Right·Honorable the Earl GRA_NVILLE, K.G., 
Colonial Office. 

'TASMANIA. 

No. 15. 

SIR, ' ' 

CHARLES DU CANE. 

· · ·WITH reference· to the· correspondence which has passed on the question of the retention of 
Imperial Troops in.the Australi_ap Colonies, I ,transm,it to you a ~opy of a letter from tlie ,Wii.r 
·Office, with one from the Horse Guards, respect~ng. the return.· qf tb.e · ~,nd Battali9n of tli~ l~~h 
::R~giment. · · · · · · 

. Although Her Majesty's Government readily acknowledge_ the reciprocal duty of defen_ding 
.,every portion of the Einpire, and that a Colony which pays for. the presence of Troops during ·peace 
_may fairly expect that they should not be removed dµring war e~cept under the_ stro11gest rn:i~essity, 
_yet the exigencies of- a· state of war are so unexpected, ~nd ·tµe :p_eces$ity for entire free4c:>!fi of acti9_n 
so great, that it would not be.possible-for them-to give a pledge to that effect.·· illut, independently 
,of that consideration, they observe that the Governments of Vjctoria .and Queenl,llan!l de~line ~ritish 
1Troops, that Tasmania has not accepted them, and could not be exp(l~ted tl> take 3::q.yJ11:rge number, 
that South Australia only desires a single Compai1y, and New South ·Wales only four· Companies: : 

. · Australia, therefore; :will not be prepared to receive anything like a Regiment of Infantry, which 
is the smallest number that can be sent there consistently .with'.therecpiiremer1.tl,l !'.f dt~ctpline. · 

His Royal Highness the Field Marshal Commanding in Chief has repeatedly expressed his 
,opinion that Artillery cannot be permanently left in a Colony without Infantry. The remoyl!,l rf the 
:2-ISth will therefore necessitate that of the Artillery. · · · 

The Ti;oops may be withdrawn at the end of July or in the course of August. But if befor~ 
.their departure . your Ministers can mµ.ke arrap.gements . w;_tr, the Cpllllllanqjllg Qffic!:lr _for the 
•,r13tention .at the expense of .the Colony •,qf any Commis.sii:med ,or Non-Q.o:i;nmissi9ned Oflic.er~,qr 
J?rivates whose.ser,vices they may d~sire to.retain.for p:urposes 9f instr;u.ction, -lniHtary -~X,:alllple~ _or 
:;otherwise, Her Majestfs G:"o.verµment w}H offeq1!).phjeiition. · ·· · · · 

·I have the honor to be, 
' f,ir, 

Your most obedient humble Servant, 

GRANVILLE • 
.(J-overnor Dv CANE. 



· (Copy.) 
Sir E. LuGARD to Sir F. ROGERS. 

. SiR, 
War Office, 26th Marclt, 1870 .. 

. WITH :reference to the correspondence that has passed upon the subject of the withdrawal of 
Imperial Troops from the Australian Colonies, I am directed by Mr. Secretary Cardwell to transmit 
to you, with a view to its being laid before Earl Granville, the enclosed_ copy of a letter from the 

-' Horse Guards, in which it is stated that Major-General Sir T. Chute had reported, under date the 
'31st January last, that the 2-18th Troop was then arriving in Australia (from New Zealand), arid 
· that the 2-14th would embark for England about the end of February, and that under those 
' circumstances the Field· Marshal Commanding· in Chief presumes that the return home of the· 
'former Regiment might now be submitted for Her Majesty's approval. . · : 

· It further ~ppears from a privat~- letter of the same date received from Sir T. Chute, that " the 
first detachment of the 2nd Battalion.18th Regiment had already arrived, and should ere this have 
relieved a detachment of about similar strength of the 14th Regiment at Adelaide." 

· Mr.· Cardwell has expected to have received some time since tl1e decision of the several 
Australian Colonies in regard to the retention of Her Majesty's Troops; but, looking to the ,distribution 
of force on which the Army Estimates and the Transport Vote are founded, it appears to him to be 
time that clear directions should be given to the Board of Admiralty to bring home all the Troops 
from those Colonies, and he proposes, with Lord Granville's concurrence, at once to convey such 
directions to the Admiralty. · 

I have, &c., 

Sir F. RoGERs, Bart. 
(Signed} · E_D"\VARD LUG.ARD .. 

(Copy.) 
Lieut.-General FORSTER to Under Seeretary of State, W. A. 

Horse Guards, 24th Marclt, 1870 .. 
. Srn, . 
• WITH reference to the 3rd paragraph of your_letter of the 12th instant, I am directed by the 
Field Marshal Commanding in Chief to request that you will acquaint the Secretary of State for· 
War that a letter, dated 31st January last, has been received from Major-General Sir T. Chute at 
Melbourne, in which it is stated that the 2nd Battalion 18th Regiment" is now arriving in Australia," 

· and that the 2nd Battalion 14th Regiment would embark for England about the end of February. 

Under these circumstances, His Royal Highness presumes that the return home of the 2ndl 
Battalion 18th Foot may now be submitted to the Queen for Her Majesty's approval. · 

His Royal Highness will be glad to be informed when any fm-ther intelligence is received 
· regarding the Battery of Artillery detained at Sydney. . 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) W. F. FORSTER. .. 

Tlte Under Secretary of State, War Office.· 

'TASIIIANIA. 

No. 16. 
Downing-street, 20tlt May, 1870 •. 

Srn, 
I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, No. 9, of 23rd February, forwarding a 

Memorandum from your Responsible Advisers on the question of the retention of a Company of
Imperial Troops in Tasmania. The question of the retention of Her Majesty's Troops in Australia 
had already engaged the Government, and I need only refer you to my Despatch, No. 15, of the 
19th instant, from which you will learn their decision, and the grounds on which it has been formed. 

Governo'f' Du CAME. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient humble Servant, 

GRANVILLE~ 

J'AMES BARNARD, 
QOVERNlllENT PRINTER, TAl!:U:ANU, 


