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Inquiry into Discrimination and Bullying in Tasmanian Schools  
 
Dear Mr Mitchell,  
 
On 23 December last, I wrote to you with the following two paragraphs opening my response to 
your invitation to attend a public hearing at 9am on 28 January 2026:  
 

Your letter of 16th December 2025 regarding the Inquiry into Discrimination and Bullying 
in Tasmanian Schools with an invitation to attend a public hearing is somewhat troubling 
to me.  
 
The invitation came four days after Dr Gerard Gaskin announced his retirement, and it 
makes one wonder why the Committee would want “an update” from the Archdiocese of 
Hobart and Catholic Education Tasmania.  

 
At this point an interim director of Catholic Education only commenced yesterday and he 
would not be in a position to contribute to such a hearing.  

 
With this letter, I express my growing concern about the abovementioned invitation. I found it 
most curious that an invitation for the Archdiocese to appear again and provide “an update” was 
also extended to Equality Tasmania which had no change of personnel.  
 
On Thursday morning, on ABC Radio Hobart at the 20:20 minute mark during Leon Compton’s 
program, Mr Croome said the following:  
 

Yesterday’s hearing was meant to be for the, chiefly, for the Archbishop, the new 
Archbishop and the new head of Catholic Education to come along and just say whether in 
fact that was still their view or whether they wanted to see things improve. And it was 
very disappointing from my point of view that they didn’t attend, and they didn’t take up 
the invitation, and instead it was just those who had experienced discrimination and 
bullying who were able to tell their personal stories. And all credit to them they did it very 
bravely and compellingly, and I take my hat off to them.  
 

Therefore, several questions arise about the hearing on 28 January: if the intent of the hearing, as 
Mr Croome asserted, was to chiefly hear the view of the new Archbishop and CET leadership, what 
was the Committee’s purpose in recalling Equality Tasmania? And, what was the Committee’s 






