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(No. 57.) 

TASMANIAN GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS. 

MOUNT DUNDAS AND ZEEHAN RAILWAY. 

General Manager's Offece, Hobart, 16th August, 1899. 

'THIS line consists of the line from Zeehan to Maestries, 7½ miles, ,and a short branch from 
Brewery Junction to a point on the mineral section known as -~nderson's-in length l¼ mile~. 

I 

The line from Zeehan to Maestries, 7½ miles, has been fairly well constructed, and is in very 
.good order. The short branch from Brewery ,Junction has not been maintained, but it can be 
put in order for a small sum, sn,y £~50. 

The Solicitor-Geneml n,dvises that the Mount Dundas and Zeehan Railway Company have 
power to sell or assign. their rights under the lease. The A.et and the lease provide that, after a 
period of seveu years from the date of the lbase (3rd February, 1891 ), the lessors (the Govern­
ment) have power, upon giving six. months'' notice, to make ·a compulsory purchase. The purchase 
money is to be mutually agreed upon, foiling which, the amount to be paid £or purchase is to be 
fixed by two arbitrators and an :umpire-one arbitrator to be appointed by the Government and 
one by the lessees. 

It is also provided that the purchase money is not to exceed the actual cost of the line, less 
flotation expenses, with 20 per cent. added. , The cost as accepted by the A.uditor-Ge

1

neral is 
£56,581 l0s. llcl. 

I am of opinion that it w<;mld be a decided advantage to the Government to acquire this 
line, if it could be purchased at a reasonable price. 

FREDK. BACK, General Manage1·. · 

To the Hon. 1-Yiiniste1· f<n- Railwayi;. 

JOHN VAIL, 
GOVERNMENT PRINTER, TASMANIA. 


