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To His Excellency Sir HENRY EDWARD Fox YouNG, Kniglit, C. B., 
Governor-in-Chief of the Island of Tasmania and its Dependencies. 

The Petition of the undersigned Landowners, Landholders, and others resident in the District 
of Sorell and interested in its prosperity, as well as in the establishment of a direct 
communication between Hobart Town and the Eastern Settlement of the ColoIJy. 

MOST RESPECTFULLY SROWETH : 

THAT the District of Sorell is situated some twelve miles in a direct line from Hobart Town, 
and comprises more than 60,000 acres of occupied land, of which nearly 13,000 are in 
cultivation (in crop or pasture), and has been g·eilerally allowed to be one of the most fertile 
agricultural districts in the Island. 

That, notwithstanding its proximity to the City, its peculiar geographical position has 
hitherto prevented it from deriving the advantages of that proximity, and of its fertile lands 
and extensive cultivation,:-there being inter.posed an estuary of extremely shallow water from 
three to four miles in width, entailing upon its inhabitants the necessity of adopting a circuitous 
route to Hobart Town by way of Richmond of upwards of twenty-five miles, nearly one-half 
of which is through a comparatively impracticable country for a road. 

That if a Causeway were constructed across this Estuary, according to various surveys and 
estimates which have been made, the distance between Sorell and Hobart Town woi'ild be 
about thirteen and a quarter miles, over an almost level country, with every facility and 
material on such line for road-making. 

That, in the opinion of Your Excellency's Petitioners, the establishment ~f such 
communication between Sorell and Hobart Town would render the former, in a public point of 
view, one of the most valuable districts i:µ Tasmania; giving, as it would, an enconrag·ement 
and impetus to enterprise in the clearing and cultivation of a large extent of the· most fertile 
land at present lying waste in the hands of the Crown and of private individuals, besides being 
the means of opening· the most direct line of communication between the Capital and Spring 
Bay, Swanport, &c. (the former of which is now a port of clearance) together with the vast 
extent of Crown land lying contig·uous to the route, aild embracing some of the .most fertile 
in the Colony; and thus developing the resources of a tract of country eminently calculated 
to reward the attention bestowed upon it. 

That, according to the surveys and estimates already made with a view to the construction 
of the work in question, Your Excellency's Petitioners are of opinion that such work can be 
accomplished for about £8000; and they are able to raise one-half of that sum by private 
contribution and otherwise, and would most respectfully appeal to Your Excellency for aid to 
the amount of the other moiety. 

That such amount, if accorded to the District. might be made subject to such conditions as 
would cause it to be banded over to the work in such proportions only as to meet equivalent 
sums raised by Your Excellency's Petitioners, and only such· amount thereof, eventually, as 
may be actually required for the work. . 

That Your Excellency's Petitioners humbly pray that similar assistance may be extended 
to the District of Sorell to that which has been s9 liberally and beneficially bestowed upon 
other localities; and that Your Excellency may be pleased to place upon the Estimates for the 
ensuing year in aid of the proposed work such sum, and under such conditions, as to Your 
Excellency may seem fit. · 

R. Blyth 
R. Crocker 
G. H. Gatehouse 
W. H. Glover 
George Marshall 
Thomas Allanby 
C. A. Glover 
W. Walker 
W. Hodgson 
R. Halstead 

J. HaJ•ton, junior 
John Olding 
R. Doctor 
Robert Halstead 
Richard Strachan 
George Phillips 
J. Gatehouse 
James Norman 
Samuel Iles 
John Wells 

John Welsh 
William Gard 
Richard Meredith 
Albert Potter 
James Bellett 
A. W. Steele 
A. G. Gatehouse 
W. Hayton 
John Walker 

· Robert Woolford 
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Henry Mundy 
Edward Green 
Thomas Marshall 
Edward Marshall 
Joseph Hayton 
James Hayton 
Samuel West brook 
George Peacock 
W. Stokell 
J. Bidgood 
John lV. White 
George Davis 
J. Patterson 
James Bannister 
David Barton 
Thomas Kidner 
Hardy Wooley 
Alexander Forrest 
Charles Dransfield 
John Smith 
'l'homas Braithwaite 
Ed ward Birchall · 
,Tohn Halstead 
Joseph Cooper 
Thomas Walker 
T. Acton 
W. Highett 
James Miller 
Frederick H. Bellett 
Robert Walter Stanley 
Richard Smith 
Matthew Quinn 
Joseph Cook 
John Bellett 
David Phillips 
William Burgess 
E. Moore 
Robert Webb 
Thomas Saunders 
Charles Payne 
Edward Fisher 
John RowlandR 
Thomas Wrig-ht 
Robert Lagdon 
Robert Sampson 
Charles Richardson 
Jacob Gangell 
Patrick Glennon 
J oseph Steele 
vV. Townsend 
William Parker 
James Bingham 
Edward Chancellor 
W. Watkins 
Alfred E. Moore 
Henry Hunt 
Robert Lincoln 
George Davis 

_ Richard Llovd 
John Cane • 
~homas Pitchford 
P. Martin 
Ed ward Williams 
S. Parsons 
J am.es Jones 
James Ward 
Ja mes Rollings 
George Hayton 
"\iV. Olding 
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J. Felmingham 
James Lockie 
Samuel Kirkby 
William. Austin 
H. Mansfield 
R. Brand 
W. Ferguson 
G. Pink 
C. Eady 
J. Lane 
L. Riely 
W. Thomas 
Thomas Thompson 
J. Pregnell 
T.A.Horn 
W. Clarke 
J. Emmett 
T. Oldham 
P. Oldham 
G. Morgan 
R. T. Edwards 
S. Evans, senior 
S. Evans, junior 
W. McKay 
William Smith 
R. Fraser 
S. Joseph 
G. Joseph 
J. Belbin 
C. Dowdell 
J. Reivis 
H. Wright 
\V. Simpson 
J. Pedder 
J. Green 
M. Holmes 
E. Maum 
M. McDonald 
J. Riley 
B. Joseph 
T. Joseph 
E Adam.son 
C. Stanfield 
H. Cook 
W. M.Leake 
John B1:ock 
H. Dawson 
J. H. Dawson 
D. McArthur 
Ed. Oldham 
J. Wiggins 

, R. J. Edwards 
·w. White 
A. Austan 
A. Austin 
S. Bendall 
J. Sharp 
R. Willing 
J. & J. Adcock 
J. Huxtable 
A. Huybers 
F. Patterson 
J.M. Wilson 
N. Lucas 
T. Lucas 
H. Oliver 
J. McGrath 
W. Walker 

J. Watchorn 
E. Peir 
C. Sharp 
W. Chatley 
J. Edmonds 
J. Priest 
H. Priest 
C. Bayley 
J. Bayley 
H. Tutti~g 
E. l)rentice 
J.E. Risby 
H. Risby 
F. Lipscombe 
H. Lipscombe 

, G. Beamont 
J. Moir 
H. Marsh 
T. Self 
G. Burt 
J. Burton 
C. Nash 
H. Sansom 
C. Dillon 
T. Workman 
D. Hales 
W. Costain 
W. Hornby 
C. Toby 
T. Stump 
C. Wright 
H. Moore 
·a. Easton 
G. Woolley 
P. Buchannan 
J. Hanslowe 
B. Hanslowe 
W. Barrett 
W. Garlic 
D. Garlic 
J. Ratcliffe 
T. Johnson 
S. Johnson 
M. Johnson 
W. Kelly 
R. Kane 
W.Foy 
John King 
D. King 
R. Young 
J. Graves 
G. Graves 
R. Cross 
C. McRorie 
J. Young 
W. Young 
W. Cash 
R. Daniels 
W. Tubby 
G. Manning 
T. Raines 

· ·w. Smith 
J. Smith 
B. Griffiths 
T. Manning 
·w. Knight 

· J. Burdon 
J. Mogford 

JAMES BARNARD, 
GOVERNMENT PRINTER, TASMANIA, 


