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To the· Honorable the Legislative Council of Tasmania, in Parliament assembled. 

Tl\e Petition of the Inhabitants of Launceston, in Public Meeting assembled. 

HUMBLY SHOWETH : 

'THAT a Select Committee of the House of Assembly appointed during the Session of 1862, 
to enquire into and report upon the best means . of inter-communication by Roadways throughout 
the Colony, reported _to the House, "that the interests 9f the already settled and populated portions 
of a'ny districts where.it is proposed to establish Roadways should be the first consideration, and 
·not the mere extra value to be given to unsold lands of the Crown, which appears to constitute 
the leading principle of the system now being acted upon." 

1 

That the Ministerial Scheme of Reproductive Works now before your Honorable House 
seeks, in a great measure, to continue the principle thus condemned, rather than to provide relief . 
to already settled districts. _ 

That no ryliable estimates of the cost of the proposed works are before the count~y. 

That, in the absence of such estimates, the cost must be uncertain; and should the proposed 
measure become law, the Colony may be burdened with a heavy debt, involving seriou~ taxation, 
wholly unaccompanied by any permanent commercial advantages, or by any relief to the struggling · 
agricultural settler. 

That Petitioners, therefore, pray your Honorable House to refuse your sanction to the proposed 
measure, until you have before you reliable inform~tion of cost,·and such a reconstruction of the 
Scheme as will ensure the expenditure in localities already settled and populated, as recommended 
by the Select Committee above referred to. · 

And Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c. 

JAMES BARNARD, 
OOYERNl\IEN'.i' PlUN'l'Im, 'fASll.lANIA •. 

W. S. BUTTON, Chairman. 


