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To the Honourable the House of Assehzbly of Tasmania, in Parliament assembled.
The Petition of the Inhabitants of Deloraine and its vicinity.

HUMBLY SHOWETH :

TrAT your Petitioners have learnt with regret that a Bill has been brought forward by the
Government for the virtual repeal of the Act known as the Master and Servants Act, 1856,

That while your Petitioners are desirous that all proper protection should be given to the
Servant both as respeets remuneration for his services, and his treatment morally and socially,
they cannot but regard with extreme alarm the proposed new Master and Servant Act now
before your Honourable House, inasmuch as, while affording full remedy by the Servant as
against the Master, it practically leaves the latter without any redress.

That no protection is afforded to the Master against Servants guilty of drunkenness or
other disorderly conduct while on the premises of their employer.

That when a fine is inflicted for misconduct, and there are no wages due to the Servant, no
punishment is provided in lieu thereof.

That, in case of wilful damage of the Master’s property by the Servant, the Master is
without redress.

That the 22nd Clause of the Bill is totally inapplicable to the condition of the
Colony, inasmuch as the Farm Labourers of the Colony are a migratory class attached o no
locality ; and many, therefore, uniformly evade its provisions by removing to some neighbour-
hood at a distance from where a fine is imposed, thus rendering the punishment of offences
merely nominal, and leaving the Master with only a shadow of redress.

) That your Petitioners regard the withdrawal of the liability 10 imprisonment as impolitic

in the exireme, not only as rendering the infliction of a penalty in too many instances useless,
but also as removing the only punishment of which a fear is entertained by the more hardened
and. vicious part of the community. '

That your Petitioners are of opinion that, inasmuch as no opportunity of Appeal is
afforded to either of the parties under the proposed Act, it would be injudicious to entrust
to any one Justice of the Peace the power of adjudicating under its provisions.

Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray your Honourable House not to allow the pro-
posed new Master and Servants Act to become the Law of this Colony.

And your Petitioners will ever pray, &c.
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