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LANDS AND WORKS COMMISSION. 

(Seal) VICTORIA, by the grace ef GoD of the United Kingdom. ef Great Britaitt, 
and Ireland, Queen, Defender of the Faith. , · , 

To our trusty anci well-beloved FRANCIS BUTLER, Esquire, DAVID LEWIS, 
Member of the. House of A~seinbly, JoHN SWAN, Esquire, WILLIA11t 
TARLETON, Esquire, and P1irLIP TURNER, Companion of the Bath. · 

GREETING: 
·WHEREAS we have thought it expedient to enquire i~to the organization and wprking ,of 
the Lands and Works Department: Know ye that We, reposing great trust and confidence 
in your fidelity, discretion, and integrity, have authorised and appointed, and by these 
Presents do authorise and appoint you the said FRANCIS BuTLER, DAVID LEWis,.JoHN 
:SwAN,- WILLIAM ,TARLETON, and PHILIP .TURNER, or any three or more of ·you, to 
make· diligent enquiry into. the organization and working of the Lands· and Work;=; 
'Department: And for the better discovery of the truth in the premises We do, by these 
.Presents, give and grant unto you or any three or more of you full power and authority 
:to,call·before you all such persons as you.shall judge necessary by .whom you may obtajn 
,information in the premises : And Our further will and pleasure is, that you. or any 
.three or mm;e of you shall reduce into writing under your hands what you shall discover 
in the. premises, and do and shall, on or before the first day of December,, one thousa114 
,eight hundred and seventy-six, certify, unto.Us in Our Executive Council in Tasmania, 
·in ·writing under your hands respectively, your several proceeding( by force of'these 
·Presents, together with what you shall find touching or concerning the· premises -upon 
,such enquiry as aforesaid·: Ap.d we farther will and command, and by these Presents 
_ordain, that this Our Commission shall continue in full fOl'ce and virtue, and that you 
,.OJm said Commissionei·s or any three or more of you .shall aµd may :from time to time 
,proceed.in the execution hereof and of ev,ery matter 01; thing Jlerein contained, although 
;the .same be not continued from time to time by adjournment: And we do hereby 
command all and singular oui· loving subjects .whomsoever within Oui· said Colony of 

.Tasmania .. t~utt they·be assistant to you and· each of you in the· execution of these 
Presents: And we direct and appoint that BERNARD SHAW shall .be Secretary t<;> Q,ur 
said Commissioners, ancl we command that he be as;;istant'iri the"exe'cutio.ri ·of'tlrese 
Presents. • ·. • ·.., ,· · -- -

In testimony whereof We have caused these Our Letters to be made patent, and the 
Public Seal of Our Colony of Tasmania and its Dependencies to be hereunto affixed. 

Witness our trusty and well-beJoved FREDERICK ALOYSIUS WELD, Esquire, 
Companion of the Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and 
Saint George, Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over Our said 
Colony and its Dependencies, at Hobart Town, .in Tasmania aforesaid, 
this fourth day of September, one thousand eight hundred and seventy
six. 

FRED. A. WELD. 
By His Excellency's Command, 

THos. REIBEY, Colonial Secreta1·y. 
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(Seal) V JCTORIA, by the gmce of GoD· of tlie United Kingdom of Great /31·itairi 
and Ireland, Queen, Defende1· of tlie Faith. 

To our trusty and w~ll-beloved FRANCIS BuTLER, :Esquire, DAVID LEWIS, 
Member of the 'House of Assembly, JOHN SWAN, Esquire, WILLIAM 
TARLETON, Esqui1;e, PHILIP TuRNmi, Companion of the B'ath, GEORGE 
CarsP, Esquire, WILLIAM DEGRAV.Es,.Esquire, and the Honorable JAMES 
WHYTE. . 

'· 
GREETING: 

WHEREAS by Our within-written Letters Patent we· have appointed you the said 
FRANCIS BUTLER, DAVID LEWIS, JonN SwA,N, WILLIAM TARLETON, and fIIILIP 
1'URNER, to enquire as within expressed: And whereas We, reposing great trust and 
confidence in . the fidelity, discretion, and integrity of you the said GEORGE CmsP, 
WILLIAM DEGR.1.V:ES, and JAl\IES Wnr.TE, l1ave 'authorised and aj)poij1ted, and by these 
presents do authorise and appoint you the said GEORGE CRISP, WILLIAM DEGRAVES, 
and JAMES WHYTE, with you the said FRANCIS BUTLER, DAVID LEWIS, JoHN SW,\N, 
WILLIAM TARLETON, and PHILIP TURNER, to enquire as within expressed: And 
whereas by the within-written Letters Patent We declared it to be Our will and pleasure 
that the several proceedings of you the said FRANCIS BUTLER, DAVID LEWIS, JOHN 
SWAN, WILLIAM TARLETON, and PHILIP TURNER, by force of the said Letters Patent, 
together with what you should find touching or concerning the matters within. referred 
to upon the enquiry within directed should be reduced into writing and cei'tified unto Us 
in Our Executive Council on or befoi•e the first day of December, one thousand eight 
hundred and seventy-six: And whereas it seems to us expedient to extend the time 
within which you the said FRANCIS BUTLER, DAVID LEwis, JoHN SWAN, vVu~LIAM 
_TARLETON, Pm;LIP TURNER, G.EORGE CRISP, ·wILLIAllI DEGRAYES, and JAl\IES 
1'VnYTE, shall enquire and certify as within expressed from the first day of December, one 
thousand eight hundred and seventy-six, to the thirty-first day of January, one thousand 
eight hundred and seventy-seven: Now know ye that We do hereby extend the period 
within which you the said FRANCIS BUTLER, DAVID LEWIS, JouN SWAN, vVILLIAM 
·TARLETON, PnrLIP TuRirnR, GEORGE CRISP, WILLIAM DEGRAVES, and J AlllES WHYTE 
shall enquire into the several matters within mentioned, and shall certify to Us in Our 
.Executive Council in Tasmania as within express.ed from the first day of December, one 
thousand eight hundred and seventy-six, to the thirty-first day of January, one thousand 
eight hundred and seventy-seven : And it is Our will and pleaf?ure and we direct 
and appoint that HuGn MUNRO HULL, Esquire, shall be Secretary to Our said 
Commissioners in the place and stead of BERNARD SHAW, Esquii-e, and \-Ve command 
that the said HUGH MUNRO II ULL be assistant in the execution of these Presents. · 

· In testimony whereof We have caused these Our Letters to be made Patent, and 
the Public Seal of Our Colony of Tasmania and its Dependencies to be hereunto affixed. 

Witness Our trusty and.well-beloved FREDE~ICK ALOYSIUS WELD, Esquire, 
Companion of the Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and 
Saint George, Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over the 
Colony of Tasmania and its Dependencies, at Hobart Town, in Tasmania 
aforesaid, this twenty-seventh day of November, one thousand eight 
hundred and seventy-six. 

FRED. A. WELD. 
Dy His Excellency's Command, 

THos. REIBEY, Colonial Secreta1-y. 



(Copy.) 
Colonial Secretary's Office, 5th September, 1876. 

Srn, -
. I HAVE the honor to inform you that His Excellency the Governor has been, pleased to appoint you a·_ 

Member of a Royal Co_mmission·to enquire into the organisation and working of the Lands and Wo;ks_ 
Department; and I now enclose a Memorandum calling the attention of the Members to those pomts 
-;which the Government desire should receive the fullest consideration, 

' 
·- . The Commi~sion has been f~rwarded to Francis Butler, Esq., _ who will arrange for the first meeting_ 
Qf the Commiss~oners at their earliest convenience, 

I have, &c'. 
(Signed) 

PHILIP TURNER, Esq., C.B, 
THOS. REIBEY. 

INSTRUCTIONS to Commissioners appointed to enquire into the Org~nisation and Worlling 
of tlte Department of Lands and Works. 

MEMO. 

· THE attention of the Royal Commissioners appointed to enquire into the organisation and working of 
the Department of Lands and Works· is specially ·directed to the under-mentioned subjects, upon each of 
which they are requested to report fully and unreservedly after examination of such witnesses as they may 
<leem it expediem to summon. · ' 

As the enquiry is one of great and pressing importance, the Commissioners are requested to enter 
upon their duties as early as may be practicable, and to furnish their Report for the information of His 
:Excellency the Governor in Council as soon as possible, · 

1_. The division of work and duties of the several officers, and the sufficiency or otherwise of the staff 
timployed in each branch. 

2. The system of registration of documents and indexing of_ subjects, and whether such registration 
and indexing are kept up to date. . _ · . 

3. Tlrn mode adopted for securing the survey of laud· for sale, or selection ; also for the survey of 
tracks, roads, &c. · : · • 

4. Under whose orders and instructions are the above duties performed; and what check, .if any, is 
maintained upon the field work of the surveyors. - . 

5. The system at present in force regarding the leasing of mineral lands, and the prompt settlement of 
<lisputes. . _ · 

6. Tlrn manner in which plans and estimates of public works are prepared, including detailed drawings 
~nd specifications, and under whose direction and control, 

7. Whether any officer, indoor or out,-has been or is in any way, directly or indirectly, connected as a 
co-partner or otherwise with any one who has been or is a contractor of works in any branch ,of the 
Department, or l,therwise engaged in trade or business. . 

8. The condition and maintenance of the Main Road from Hobart Town to Launceston. -The mode 
adopted to secure its being kept in repair, what check exists upon those employed, and the system pursued 
in the.payment of their wages. · • · · • 

9. To report upon all other matters the Commissioners may in their discreti_on deem necessary, 
_accompanied by recommendations. 
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To His Excellency tlte Governor. 

MAY IT PLEASE YouR ExcELLENCY. 

IN pursuance ~(the Royal Commissions dated respectively the 4th. September and 27th 
November, 1876, we have the honor to submit to Your Excellency the accompanying Report with 
reference to. the organisation and working of the Lands and Works Department in this Colonyt 
together with a record of the Evidence on which our opinions and recommendations have, in the 
main; been based. · · 

In: framing this Report, the sereralsubjects have been arranged in the order laid down in the 
Instructions.conveyed by.the, C,olonial Secretary's letter of the 5th September, 1876, of which a 
copy is annexed hereto. · 

The great delay that has occurred in finally dealing with the subject has been caused by the 
difficulty experienced in obtaining, from time to time, a quorum of the Members of the first 
Commission, of whom two were Government Officers whose ordinary duties occasionally prevented 
their att.endance, and one who, being a Member of the House of Assembly, has felt himself pre~ 
eluded from attending· at all whilst .. Parliament has been in Session .. 

It will be observed that the Report is not signed by, first, the Honorable James Whyte, who~ 
for the present absent in New South ·w ales on public duty ; it may however be stated, that all th~ 
principles of the Report had been concurred in by that gentleman before he left the Colony ; second, 
by .Mr. Tarleton, who declines to sign, a,s he has been unable to give sufficient attention to the pro".' 
ceedings,-in the earlier period by his time being occupied by his duties as Police Magistrate, and 
afterwards by absence in New South Wales, and by ill health; third, by Mr. Pegraves, who states 
that he declines to sign, having given no attention to the proceedings of a Commission in which his 
name .. was included without his consent for that purpose having been previously obtained.'•' 

• I 

31 January, 1877. 

We have the honor to be, 
Your Excellency's most obedient Servants, 

PHILIP TURNER, Chairman., 
FRANCIS BUTLER. 
D. LEWIS~. 
JOHN S"'WAN. 
GEO. CRISP . 

REPORT OF THE ROYAL COMMISSIONERS. 

I. . ORGANISATION •. 

·. Tii:E impoi·tant branch· of·the Public Service to which .our investigation.s l1ave been appli~J 
requires the employment of trained and skilled officers ; and it appears unreasonable to expect that 
.their professional work can ]Je effidently supervised by a Minister who1,e claims to office are 
founded ip.ore on ,po.litical gr9unds. than on ~pecial know ledge of tlrn business of tile Department : 
such supervision has been· ori trial since 'the beginning· of 1873, and . th~ .experiment has, _in . .our 
opinion, been unsuccessful. 

. ; . ; .. 
'-. We are of opini~n that an absolute necessity exists for tl1e appointment of a pP.rmanent head 
to the Department; and that the office should be filled by a trained and experienced Civil Engineer, 
competent to advise and control in all matters-Railway management included-within the province 
of the Department. We believe that this officer should be a Civil Engineer, because training as 
such would qualify him for supervising the whole of the professional work of the Department in the 
several branches of the Lands, Works, and Railways. 'rlie supervision of the clerical work of the 
Lands Department might still be left with the Deputy Commissioner of Crown Lands, and the . 
actual management of the Launceston and Western Railway with the present Manager. 

In any further allusion to this officer he will, for convenience, be styled " Director." 

"The Col_onial Secretary was unde1• the impression that Mr. Dograves was willing that his name should bo placed on 
Commission,-TIIOS, REIBEY. . 
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We have reason to believe tiiat this appointment will be approved on all hands, and it therefor~ 
·appears to be unnecessary to enter into any lengthened details in support of the proposition; but· it 
may not be out of place, in illustration, to summarise certain proceedings with respect to the recent 
heavy outlay of public money on the projected Gaol Buildings at the Cascades. 

· · ff. would seem that no Plan, Specification, or Estimate was prepared previously to asking for 
ihe Parliamentary Grant of £5000,-that amount having been fixed by "guess;" the grouml was 
·not properly inspected until the work was in an advanced state; and, when it was found that the 
site was unsuitable, the Minister assumed the responsibility of over-ruling the only professional 
opinion at his command, viz., that of the Overseer of Works, as to the best means of remedying the 
defect. The progress of these buildings has been stayed, and it is believed will not be resumed. 
.The amount thus wasted in this one instance would probably provide for the office of Director for 
:.5ome years. · 

Subsequently to the above portion of this Report having been decided upon, we have received 
a letter from the Honorable William Moore, late Minister of Lands and Works, relative to the 
:Oifference of view alluded to by us as having existed between himself and the · Overseer of \Vorks, 
with respect to the proper method of procedure with the works at the Cascades. · A copy of this 
'letter is appended hereto. · · 

We are also of opinion that an Inspecting Surveyor,~for the purpose hereafter to be pointed 
-0ut,-an additional Draftsman, and an additional Clerk should .be appointed to· the Lands Depart
ment. These additions, together with the Director, should suffice to subdue all· arrears, and ensure 
the punctual performance of all the work of the Department, as it exists at present, within the usual 
office hours, leaving no duty to be done in extra time. . . 

It must not be assumed that the appointment of these officials will necessarily largely increase 
the cost of the Department, as a great deal of the work t<:> be done by the Director and increased 
Staff is now paid for by the Government, either to professional men outside the Department or to those 
at present in the Department, for extra work; the whole amount of such extra payments not being 
in any way shown in' the Estimate13 which are submitted for the sancti?n of Parliament. 

If it is considered that the Railways and other engineering· works likely to be undertaken. in 
the Colony would alone absorb the services of one bead officer, and as in that case the Department 
would be divided into two branches, we are of opinion that the head of the second branch should 
·also be a professional man capable of planning and supervising the Public Works ; and that one of 
these two officers should have the supervision of the Surveyors and Drafting of the Lands branch.' 

· · It is particularly necessary that the professional branches of the Department, such as the 
Drafting, Surveying, and Supervision of'\Vorks, should be liberally officered, as in case of a pressure 
,of work assistance of first-rate quality cannot be obtained in the Colony. 

II. REGISTRA'l'ION. 

The system of Registration in the Lands Office seems to be sufficient; _and the Letter Books 
are posted up. to date. · 

. There are considerable arrears in the Registration of what are technically described as Docu
ments ; but it is estimated that the undivided attention of a good clerk would bring up these· arrears 
in three or four months. We are of opinion that this extra assistance should· be g·iven without 
delay. There has been no Registration of Documents since the end of 1870; and although at the 
present time the intimate knowledge of the Deputy Commissioner of Crown Lands with past 
tram.actions supplies in some measure· the want of a Register, it appears· fo be obviously improper 
io rely on this advantage for the future. · · · · 

There is no Registration of the Maps or Plans in either the Lands or )'Yorks lJi,anch. This 
-appears to us to be a defect calling for immediate. remedy, as a proper Register would not only 
promote facility of reference, but would afford the means of promptly recovering those valuable 
records whenever, as ·necessarily happens, they are removed for some temporary pm'pose to any of 
the other Government offices. · · · · · · · · · ·· · · .. · 

IIL & IV. SURVEYS. 

Surveys are performed by Contract, under instructions issued by the· Deputy Commissioner of 
Crown Lands to the Surveyors, who are paid by the Government, the foe having been previously 

. -0hii,rged to ·the applicant. · 

• There·is no check on the Field work performed by the Surveyors beyond the examination in 
the Lands Office which is given to the Field notes and Diagrams sent in by the Surveyors . 
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~ : :·. ·.This check we consider, to be insufficient : it certainly suffices. for · the -detection of inaccurades 
in the work of those surveyors who are trustworthy and reliable, but it has no practical utility 'Yhat;
;ever in· any other contingency. It therefore appears to us that the system is imperfect,. and• tliat 
errors may occur under it which cannot be detected by any mere office_ examination. . . . . ·_ 

,: . · · We recommend that an actual inspection on the spot of Surveys should be placed in charge of 
-the Inspecting-Surveyor,·whose appointment has been recommended under Section I.; and whos~ 
-services; when not required for, this particular duty, would be available for any other Survey wor~ 
required by the Department, _ · · 

V. MINERAL LEASES, 

- · ·The means foi: the prompt settlement of disputes having been provided by the appointme~~ .~f 
a Commissioner of Mines since the date of our Commission, we have only two suggestions to offer 
under this head-; viz.-'-
~ . 
,· . First,-That the applicant fot a Lease of Mineral Lands should be required to have his. 
selection_ marked. -out previously'. to his application. This appears to be desirable in order to 
facilitate the work of the Surveyor, and also to guard against any unf~ir alteration in the site
after the application for leasing shall have been acceded to by Government. A similar Regulation 
lias been found to work well with respect to Gold-mining claims. The measure recommended 
would eliminate the element of uncertainty which at present exists, and which has the effect o_f 
creating disputes and dissatisfaction ; causing in some cases injustice, and in all cases giving 9ppor
tunities for imputa~ions on the impartiality and fair dealing of the Minister of the day. 

Second,-That the awards of the Commissioner should be declared irrevocable in any way 
other than by the decision of the Supreme Court. 

VI. Pi.ANS AND ESTIMATES. 

. As a general rule, all important Public Works are executed under Contract; and for ·these, 
plans, specifications, ·and estimates are prepared in advance. Providing that complete drawings and 
specifications have been prepared, this system should ensure the execution of the Works at the 
_cheapest rate and in the most satisfactory manner ; but to obtain this result, -by procuring a fair 
-amount of competition, the general public must have confidence in the fairness and impartiality of 
the superintendence of' the work. . · , 

: : Plans for Public Works have, for the last four years, been prepared by the Draftsmen generally 
<>il the verbal instruction of the Minister, who, although he may know what is required; must in 
almost every case, from want of adequate professional knowl~dge,_ be unacquainted with the best 
means of attaining the desired result ; but for the correctness and completeness of these plans no 
other official than the Minister is responsible,-in effect, no adequate responsibility exists in connec
tion with this important duty. 

The Estimates and Specifications for Works for the last four years have been in all cases pre,. 
pared by the Overseer of Works, who, except in special cases, superintends · the execution of the 
:works. 'l'he· ·Qvetseer of Works also certifies that the works have or have not been performed in 
.accordance with 'the Drawings and Specifications, anJ to the correctness of accounts for work extra 
.to what has been contracted for. · 

, These duties are, in our opinion, too 1.mportant in their nature to be entrusted (virtually without 
•appeal to a higher authority) to an officer in the ·grade of Overseer of Works, who has other oner_;. 
ous work to clo, and whose status is indicated by the salary attached to his office, viz., £250 a yea~. 

, Those works which are too limited in extent to be executed under the above-mentioned system 
·of Contract are· in some cases done by clay labour, the necessary material being purchased by the 
: Overseer of' Works ; in _other cases they are given for execution to the principal tradesmen in their 
respectiye branches in _the town, the selection in this respect being made by the 9verseer of Wor~, 
who also superintends th·e performance of the work and examines 'and passes the accounts for th~ 
same. 

We recom~end that these works should be done tinder some system by which all the principal 
'tradesmen -in the town may ·have the opportunity of obtaining the .business. 

, . . . ) 
The amount expended without contract in the year 1875 exceeded £4000;. but ·we will n6.t 

dwell on this detail, as it, as well as the practice which has obtained, of making purchases without 
, inviting competition for the supply, will scarcely fail to be duly considered and dealt with by the 
Director who may here~fter be appointed as permanent Head ,of' the Works. Department. · ' 
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VII. OFFICIALS CONNECTED WITH PUBLIC CONTRACTS. 

,, . .. We have not succeeded in eliciting the positive information which is desirable in a matter (if 
·such serious importance ; but at least it is established that Mr. Cheverlon, Overseer of 
Works, is connected in business with Mr. Ford, who has been a Contraptor with the Department- of 
Lands and Works ; and further, that Mr. Cheverton was formerly in partnership with Mr; 
,4ndrews, also .a Contractor; but it does not appear that the Public Works performed by Mr. 
~ndrews were under ;Mr. Cheverton's supervision. · -:·· . 

Mr. Cheverton is also a partner in a Traniway Company at Franklin; and it is evident to us 
that these connexions have -excited in the public mind strong suspicions of objectionable irregularity 
.;i,nd.partiality in regard to Contracts. · 

It is stated in evidence by witnesses of high char:i,cter that competition for public Contracts is 
:not of that extended nature which it would. assume if no such connexions existecl. ; and we desire· t9 
place on record our full participation in that view. · · 

. This state of things should not be permitted to continue; and we recommend that prompt and 
:effectual measures should be taken for its suppression.· . · ' 

. . . It does not appear that any express Regulation exists in Tasmania by which Government 
officers are prohibited from engaging in trade. We recommend that an order to that effect should 
be promulgated ; and that no deviation therefroril should be permitted unless the Ministerial Head 
of the Department should assume the responsibility of making a written exception, on a statement 
-0f the special circumstances which may seem to render the deviation necessary or desirable _for the 
public advantage. · . 

· , It is further in evidence that Mr. John Brown, Contract Surveyor, has been and is a share~ 
holder in inining pursuits in the district in which he acts for Government; and that Mr. Lord, .. ~ 
Draftsman, carries on, after office hours; his profession as an Architect ; but it does not appear to . us. 
that any public inconvenience is likely to arise in either of these two cases. · ,., 

We further recommend that all persons jn the Department sh_ould be strictly prohibited from 
receiving gratuities of any kind for any purpose connected with their official duties, without tlie 
wri:tten consent of the head of the Department. 

VIII. MAIN RoAn. · 

The Main Road may be confidently stated to be in good condition ; and we believe that the 
Jlresent system is sufficient for keeping it in repair, efficiently and economically. 

The appointment of Director will enable a more frequent inspection than is at present 
practicable in this respect ; as also a more complete check on the payment of wages, which is at 

:'present made by the Overseer of Works, who has also the general superintendence of the road. 

HuGH M. HuLJ'.,, Secretary • 

.Parliamentary Buildings, 31 January,] 877'. 

PHILIP TURNER, Chairman~ 
FRANCIS BUTLER. 
D. LEWIS. 
JOHN S"\.YAN. 
GEO. CRISP. 



Hoba1't 'f'o~n, 25th JanuariJ, 1877. 
!1~· . . . . 
' . · I HAVE tbe .honor to acknowledge receipt of .your lettei·, dated th\} 9th instant, .enclosing .copy,!)f 
·;Mr. Cheverton's cv.idcnce ; and I avail myself of this opportunity to thank the Chairman and Members 
pf the Royal Commission for the courtesy thus sho,vn me. · ·, · 

1· ~ill comment on the' evidence ~nly in ~o far as it affects anything done or caused to be done by 
myself; and in doini;'i so my attention is immediately' directed to Questions 186 and 190, having reference 
,to works ·in course of ~eing carried out at the Cascades_. . 

By a reference to the plans it will be· seen that tlre "air flues'' are placed about three feet clear from 
the foundations Qf the walls of that portion of the building referred to· by<Mr. Cheverton. For some 
;reason~,. best known _to that gentlema11, the excavations .necessary for _the construction qf those flues were 
iipt carried out where shown on the plan, but close up' to the walls of the buildings, exposing the foundation 
and-removing that portion of'the gfound which had beconie consolidated, and which was absolutely nece~ 
sary to resist lateral pressure. On seeing this I was very much annoyed, and a~ once ordered the stoppage 
9fthe excavation within the prescribed distance from the walls of.the building (one wall only having been 
thus weakened) : and, in order to repair the injury- thus done ancl · protect it, I ordered the space between 
the wall and the flue to be filled with concrete al).d well rammed, which.:would not have been othe1~5.9 
required -ba_d those excavations been carried out as shown on the plan. 

. . 
·: I do not think the concrete used on the boundary ·walls was in excess of what was necessary, b~t l 
certainly think the dwarf or intermediate walls, which· had only to carry the floor, did not require th~ 
_quantity used. · · ·' 

. . ) 

;-· .. I disclaim any responsibiii~ for the unnecessary quantity of cbncrete used, not having ordered· 'it~ 
verbally or by written instruction, except in so far as here stated by me. 

_;. rhe ~vorks at the'Cascades were at the time unde1; Mr. Cheverton's. supervisio~ ;' and ~o Clerk: c:>.f 
Works. was appointed until I discovered the inferior quality of the concrete; ancl the unsatisfactory inamie'1; 
. in' wliicli the works were being carried out:. · · . . . , . . . . · . . . . -

., . ~ 

, .. . I shall feel obligeri'if yot~ will.allow me to peruse any further evid_ence,. which m_ay, in your. opinion, 
:require some explanation from me. · · · · · · · · · · 

'._ ~ . ' . 
, .. 

I have, ll!;c. 

H. M. HULL, Esq., Sec1·eta1y Royal Dommission. 
(Signed) WM. 1\fOOlfE~ 

. .. 

. . ; .; ~ .. . ·-



EVIDENCE. 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 187<i. 

The Honorable WILLIAM MOO HE called in and examined. 
By the Chairman.-I. I believe you held the office of Minister of Lands and Works in the late 

: Administration ? Yes. I was Minister of Lands and Works from the 5th August, 1873, to the 10th 
·July, 1876, inclusive. ' 
} . 2. Will you be so good as to state the duties of the several officers who were under your orde1;s 
;during the period of your administration ? I will furnish a return. 

RETURN of the Duties of the Offecers of the, Lands and Works Department. 

CLERICAL DEPARTMENT. 
·H. J. I[uLL, Deputy Commissioner ef Oromn Lands.-Correspondence, receipt of all Moneys, &c., and 

the superintendence and direction of the Department. . 
'UEo. F. LoVE'rT, Ministerial Clerh.-Railways, Gold Fields, Lands leased, .Describing Clerk. . 
· FRANK LOVETT, Junior Clerk-Returns, entering Correspondence and indexing, entering Purchases 

and Instalments, &c. 
DRAFTING DEPAR'l'MENT. 

F. J. WINDSOR, Chief Draft.~man.-Superintendence and direction of this branch, examination of all 
Grants; Plans, &c., charting of all Applications, preparing Land Sales, &c. 

ALBERT Rmn, Droftsman.-Preparation of Plans, examination of Surveys, Returns of Grants issuecJ, 
· · Preparation of Lithographic Transfei·s, &c. 
F •. W. ABBOTT, Drtfftsman.-Entering up Plans and Lithogra11hs, giving information 1.o the publi~, 

Tracings and Lithographic 'l'ransfors, &c. 
FRANK SEARL, D1·aftsman.-Piotting all Smveys and calculating Areas, compiling Plans, giving 

· · · information to the public, &c. 
ALF. H. LovETT, Jun.im· Draji:s,nan.-Indexing Diagram Books, Tracings, &c. 
·E. CASTRAY, Junior .Dr0ftsman.-'l'racings, affixing Diagrams to Mineral Leases, mounting Plans, &c. 
· R.' C. EcKFORD, Lithographer. · · . · 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. 
·wM. SMITH, Olerk.-Conducting clerical work. 
W:r.i:. C. CATO,' Juni01· Cle1·k.-Assisting with clerical wol'k. 

'W .. H. LoRD, D1·0ftsnian.-Preparation of Plans, &c. 
W. H. CHEVERTON,. Overseer qf fli"orlts, So_utli side.- } Supervising· 1'\'.' orksr certi(vin_g to. Acc.ounts, 

•.T. R. FRITH, Ove1·see1· qf 1Vor!.s, North side.- pl'epare Spec1ficat10ns; submit Designs, &c. " 

3. Was the staff employed sufficient for the prompt and efficient discharge of all the duties of th,e 
•Department? It was not. · 

4. What additional assistance was required? I would propose a Civil Engineer as the head .of the 
Works branch of the Department competent to deal with Railways and all works of construction, 
including works under votes of Parliament, under the 28th section vV aste Lands Act, the Local Public 
Works Act, and for the general supervision of the Works Department. I also think a Commissioner of 
-Mines should be appointed to act as Commissioner of Gold Fields and Commissioner under the. Mineral 
-Leases A.et, to deal with all cases on the spot, and that he should he allowed travelling allowances to 
enable him to go from one locality to another. I think an additional Cl.erk und Draftsmai1 -in the 

,Department necessary. vVith the additions mentioned, under the control and st1pervision of a Minister, I 
think the Department of Lands and Works could be efficiently worked. · I now furnish a statement of the 
cost of working the Department from 1864 to 1869, and from 1870 to 1875, both inclusive, showing th'at, 

·notwithstanding' the increased amount ofwork thrown upon it .by legislation and the discovery ofmineruls, 
.. it has been-without any sacrifice of efficiency-much more economically worked during the latter period, 

viz., since the appointment of a Minister. , 

Unde1· SU?·veyor-General. 
Year. 

1864 .•.•••.•••.•••••••.•..••..••..•••• 
1865 ••.••...•••••...••••.•..... · ....••. 

'1866 •••••.•••••••..•..•••.••••••..••.. 
1867 •••••••••••••••..••.••.••.•• ~ ...•. 
1868 .•••••••...•.•••..•. , •.•••....•..... 
1869 ••••••••.•.•.•••...•••...• , .....•• 

Cost. 
£ . s. d. 

6357 18 10 
6713 11 6 
7684 16 1 
6548 2 1 
7lD7 19. ·6 
7312 2 4 

£ -~-

41,814 10 4 
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1870 ...... . .- ................. , ........ . 
1871 .....•••...........•.............. 
1872................ . .•............. 
1873 ......................... ; ...•...• '. 
]874 ................. ·•······ ..••..... 
1875 ....••••.............•............. · 

Cost. 
£ s. d. 

5078 16 10. 
5662 8. 0 
3794 9 8 
3651 0 5 
4344 18 6 
4302 19 1 

£ S, d. 

26,834 12 6 

Difference in costofDepai·tment duri~g-the periotl"nam:ed.. £14,979 17 10 ------
•. . . 5. What method was followed in surveying Government land for purclrnse, _or for· selection, and for 
;a,ny other purpos~, such as roads; and who gave the orders for such.surveys.? . The magnetic system -is 
adopted, and' all surveys are therefore only approximately correct. The orders for _surveys are given by 
the Deputy. Commissioner of Crown Lands, and_ all instructions necessa'!'Y for the carrying out of such 
--surveys ··are given by him. In ordinary cases they are issued by him without any i·eforence to the 
Minister, but in cases where there is a doubt as to· \vhether it is desirable to alienate the 1and so applied 
for, or wher_e i~ _i_s prqposed to lay out and survey a site for a new town, then he applies to the Minister for 
instruction·. . · ·· · · · ·. · · · · · 

6. What check was kept on the field work of _the Surveyors? No check whatever in the field, but 
-the field notes are _checked and the diagi·ams carefully examined in the office. The. only W!l-Y. to check 
·surveys would be to appoint an Inspector with a sufficient staff to inspect the work of the Surveyors. 

7. What ;was the system under whicl~ ~ineral iands werf:l le~sed? ·. U~d~1: tl~e. provisions of the 
_.J\'.liiif:lral · Leases and-Gold Fields Regulation .A.cts, application is made to the Minister. of Lands, who 
causes a survey to be made, and leases are granted in accordance with the provisions .. of the Acts before 
named. I think it desirable that all leases should have the concurrence of the Governor in Council. This 
. does not apply to pastoral leases under the W mite Lands .A.et,· ~hich must be _submitted to auction before 
· any lease can ·be granted by the Minister. · · 

~o . .Ll:fr'. Bu_tler.-8. Does the mode at_pi·esent adopte~l for the ·survey of lotsJor,sale by ·auction, for 
'selection, and sections for mineral leases ensure the survey of such lots within reasonable 'time? Yes, I 
think so, except_ in the ~ases of late mineral discoveries, where the Department had n_o.',accurate knowledge 

'of the country, such as Mount Bischoff, and the country lying between ·the port of Ringarooma and 
George's Bay. Such_ cause of delay is now removed .. The points nanied have been connected by actual 

·-survey, and lithograph plans of those localities were prepared ·and circulated ]?efoi·e ·1 left office. This 
work being now completed I think the present system would_ be sufficient. . . . ·. · 
. 'l;o. tlte Oltairman.-9. When any dispute arose with reg~rd to mineral lµ,nds :what means were 
adopted for their prompt settlement? The Minister of Lands decided upon the. clo,ims of pa,rtie_s on _the 
best evidence that could be produced as to the rights of claimants, supported by the circumstances, date, 
and nature of the applications. In future I would recommend 'that a' Commissioner 'should investigate 
these matters on the spot, following, as near as practicable,. the .JTianner prescribed by the " Gold Fields 
Reg'ulation .A.et." The means of settlement at my disposal were not adequate .for dealing pFomptly with 
all matters in dispute. The services of the Gold Commissioner were dispensed with at a time when. his 
. ~ffice was a mere .sinecure. There· have been no goldsmining disputes· since that I am aware of. · .. 

] 0. Wlio prepared the plans, estimates of surveys, and· specifications for Public Works ; and . under 
whose direction and control? They were prepared generally by a mechanical Draftsman, under the 

· direction ofthe· Minister of Lands, assisted by the Overseer of ·Works. · Exceptions were made in the case 
of the additions to Custom House, Launcest,on, when plans and specifications were-prepared by Mr. Mills-; 
a,nd Mr._ Hunter has instructions to prepare plans for the- alterations and additions to the General 
. Hospital, Hobart Town. , . - . ·. 

· To 111:1·~ Butler.-ll. What officer is responsible for the completeness of the plans and specifications 
prepared in tlie office on which tenders are called? The responsibility mainly rests with the Overseers of 
W 01;ks (Mr. Cheverton and Mr. Frith), subject, of couise, to the inspection and approval of the Minister 
of Lands and Works. The plans for works on the north side of the Island, with the exception before 
mentioned, were prepared by Mr. Frith. · 

12. Under whose· supervision are the different works executed_? I have dudng my term of office 
frequently inspected the Main Road, and, with few exc13ptions, every work of any magnitude; but the 
general supervision is entrusted to the Overseers of Works, and in a few instances,_ where constant 
watchfulness is required, Clerks of Works have been employed. 

,. · 13. By whose instructions are any extra works e~ecuted? 'By the instructions of the .Minister of 
Lands and Works, recommended by the Overseers. 

14. Who is responsibie that the works undei· contract are executed in accordance with the plans and 
specifications? .A.s Director of Public Works that responsibility devolves upon the Minister: the Overseers 
of Works are ·accountable to him. 

15. What officer certifies that the _works ririder contract ·are· satisfactorily completed, and on whose 
certificates are progress payments made and the· balance · of ·contract on ·completion·? The Overseers .of 
Works, countersigned and approved by the l\:liriiste·r: · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 

16. Under what regulations, if any, ar~: th~ ~~01.mts appropriat:el ·by. j>~1·liament for repairs to 
public buildings, &c. expended? There are no regulations. . 
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17. · What is the limit of expenditure on works for which tenders are not called?. Tenders• are called 

;i'ri every instance except •in• cases. of very small repairs. There is no prescribed Tegulation fixing a 
'maximum limit. 
,., ' 18. Have you knowµ money voted for one purpose to be appropriated to ·another?· ·To ~ small 
:amount only. · · · · · . · ·. · · ·. · · · . 

c:. ·19. Sho1~ld any aiterations be ~ade iµ th,e· charactei· .oi· q{rnntity ·of woAs nnd,er contract ~esci·ibed in 
,tJie plans and specificaticms, ;what. officer i~ responsible for such alteration? The Minister, as ])irector of 
-Public Works, would b~ responsible. · Such aJterations could. not be made on .. th_e. sol~ .authority of the 
Overseers _of Works. · · 

20. Should not such Engineer have the general supervision · of the Survey. branch. as. well- as -the 
.;public Works branch.?.. .~ o;. I do ,not, think any , Engineer . cou.ld p_erform ,th~. ~Qr;nbined duties 
satisfactorily ... The . Dep11ty C,ommissioner of Orown Lands should retain the coritr61 and supervision of 
the Sm:vey. branch under the Mini!:lter. · 
.. . 2L 'What portions 0£ the Public Service are under the Lands and Works Department,? Crown 
:Lands, Public Works and.Buildings, Roads and Road Districts, Boards of Works, Gold Fields, Minerals, 
Launceston and Western Railw,iy .. 
· · JJfe1no, qf additional m01'lls thrdrvn upon the Departrnent · since the app•uintinent oj a· 11finister.

Launceston and Western Railway;· 'Works under 28th Section Waste Lands Act; Works·under Local 
Public Works Act; :Applications for Minerals, &c: · . . 

'. To .the. Chairrnan:-:--:-.22.:. Have you . any grounds for; · believing that· duriI).g . the period ·of youi
administration any persi:m ipjhe Department of Lands and Works. was in partnership with any contractor 
for Public Works, or had any pecuniary interest in the public contracts other than his authorised public 
pay? I have no reason to believe that any officer of the ·Department had any i'ntei;est, directly or 
indirectly, in any contract oi· work performecl"during my tenure of office; but with regard to works now 
in progress at the ·cascades, T was informed that the contractor, Mr. Ford, was 'in partnership with the soi;i 
of the Overseer of W oi·ks; and I knew that'the 'timber supplied for the building was received from a mill 
·of which the Overseer was the i·~putecl mortgagee; but the timber 'was received, under public tender called 
for by the Department: The tender of Chestertnan & Co.-, being the lowest, was accepted; amount of 
·eontract about £275. ' 'Beai•ing in mind· the circumstances I have indicated, I did not, on· my own 
responsibility, ·accept Ford's tender (which 'was £2500 lower·than a11y of the others), but brought the 
~whole of the tenders before• my colleagues,, .who, with ,myself, decided to accept that of Mr. Ford • 
. Overseer Moore was appointed- by me Clerk of Works, ,and .furnished with a copy of the plans .arid 
·i?pecifications, with an, instruction to adhere strictly to the same, and to allow of no extras. without my 
,authority. 
. · Tu lffr. Butler."-:.-23.: By w_hom was· the timber inspected and passed? In the first instance b:t 
·Mi·. 'Cheverton : it was subsequently inspe·cted by myself. The quality was good; 
,~' . . ,24. Is there _aI).y r'eguiation that precludes ai{ officer of the Department from being interested in a~y 
.bnsin~ss or other occupatio,; 9ut of the Department? There are no Civi.l Service regulations, but it is a 
1ule ofthe Department not \9 allow it~ office'rs to perform any work other .than that. which belongs _to itself. 
~.. · To-1vb:. Srvan,-,-25.• Do. you know whether Mr. Cheverton is pecuniarily i~terested i~ ~ny business. 
transactions with Mr.,Chesterman.or Mr. Ford? I do not, further than I hare stated.. • . ·. . 
., .To tlie Chairman.-26 .. Have you any grounds for believing that any person in the Department 
.followed any trade or business.othe1·.than that for which he was paid by Government? No; except Mr. 
Henn, who had to leave the service; and Mr. Lord, who was engaged in a small way professionally, but 
who ieft the s\')rvic.e b~fore_my,retiremeJJ.t fr?i:p. office. . . .· . . , ' 
- 27.· wi1at means ,were employed for the maintenance of the Main Road bet~een Hoba~·t Town· and 
Launcestou .! , The maintenance of the Main ,Road is effected partly by contract. work and partly by clay 
labom:. It is divided into sections, and the ca1;tage of 'matei·ials and' metal is performed by contract·within 
the limits of those sections respectively. The day labourers ( except in a few unavoidable instances) are 
not now, as for~erly, scattered over the road without any check or immediate super'.visiqn, but are worked 
in gangs under: a s1ib-crvers·eer, and up to within the last two years all the metal was broken by hand; 
JI.OW this is clone by a portable _stone-b.reaking machine, which effects a great saving. I anticipate a stilJ 
greater saving in the cost of maintenance when the combined portable and traction engine ordered by the 
late Government arrivl?S and is in full work. It is also the, duty of the_ road-men to. repair the Telegraph 
:Line between Hobart Town and Launceston. · · 

28. What supervision was used •.with regard to those employed on the road; and m1der what 
·arrangements were their wage~ paid? ·It is Mr: CI~everton's duty to supervise all works and repairs mi 
the Main Line of Jtoad. He is assisted in the performance of the same by two working sub-overseers: 
}fonthly sums are advanced to him for the payment of wages. He furnishes an abstract, or pay-sheet, 
.sh6wing the names of the persons employed, time, amounts due, witlf a voucher attested by a witness._ 
'rhe yearly amount expended on the Main Road is about £2500, which includes all materials, cartage, and 
labour. 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, · 1876. 

HENRY JOCELYN HULL called in• and examined • 
. · ·. T~ tlie Cltaifman.~29; I have.'been ·25 years 'in Urn Department, iind·have heM my p're~ent' pos,ition 
bf Deputy Commissioner since J uly-1873. r have .done i:h'e duty of Deputy Commissioner since 187L ~ 
hand in a Return of the Officers of the Department. I recommend oiw additional" draftsman · and one clerk 
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!,to make the Department efficient. I ·have stated my views -mor.e explicitly in a me_morandum I handed in. 
:I do not include the Public w· orks branch, in referring to an additional clerk and draftsman. The duties 
of the several clerks are minutely specified in the retum. There is a good deal more work now than there 

.[W:~/3 12 months ,ago, owi,ng to the discovery of tin. The1:e _are some arrears with regard to the registration 
of i:Io('uments. It would take one good clerk three months to work up arrears. There has been no registra
tion ot' documents since the appointment of Minister of Lands and Works ; that is, since 1870. I consider 

. th~ office has been under-manned since the appointment of Minister of La_nds and Works. 'fhat applies to 
tb,e drafting as well as to the cleriral part. The drafting wotk in arreai· is, putting the smvey work on the 
·general -plan. The demand foi· surveys, other than mineral lots, is increasing. It seems to increase every 
year. I refer to small agricultural lots. The demand for surveys of pastoral lots has decreased. I do not 
:think there is one application in tlie office now. . . 

I give the instructions for the surveys. They are based upon the application for the land. When the 
survey fee is paid, I instruct the surveyor. The applicant describes the position of the land; it is referred 
to the chief draftsman, and if found available tl1e applicant is charted for it. A tracing accompanies my 
.instruction to the surveyor. The surveyor is instructed to connect with the nearest' surveyed_ point. I 
Jssue -the instructions for ordinary surveys without reference to the Minister of Lands. 'l'he check the 
surveyor's work receives in the office would, I think, prevent land being sold twice, or surveyed so that 
.two lots would overlap •.. Compensation has been given in some instances, but it arose from the surveyor's 
·work not having been properly examined_. The mode at present adopted has been found sufficient to secure 
the survey within a reasonable time. Instructions for the sµrvey of tracts or road~ are invariably given by 
. clirection .of the ]v.!:inister. The surveyor, after 1·eceipt of instructions, makes the survey and sends in a 
_diaO'ram, accompanie4 by a copy of the field notes. When Mr. ,Tully was employed he visited the ground 
_and werit over the surveyor's work, in reality making a re-survey of the land. He found fault with the 
:work of s.ome of the surveyors then employed. . 
-. . When M1·. ·Tully· was employed his work was examined in the office. I do not consider the present 
system is _as efficient a check as a field inspection. :Mr. Calder employed one of the district surveyors to 
inspect the field work of the other district surveyors ,v~1en there was any doubt the work was not being 
properly performed. The present system is not sufficient to ensure accuracy generally. All the communi

·cµ.tions between the suryeyors and the office pass through my Jiands. There are frequently cases where, 
after exalilinatipn of the diagrams, they are sent back for r.e-survey or examination, jf in the examination they 
,do not µ.gr.ee with the field notes, or wifh other si1rvcys in the office,-those are adjoining surveys. 
. 30. What system is in force regarding the leasing of mineml lands and the prompt settlemc_nt of 
'disputes? The application is received in writing and a date put on it. That application is then sent to the 
'<;!hief araftsman to chart in the office. If the landjs available the applicant is called upon to pay the survey 
fees. After fee is paid, I give instructions to the surveyor, accompanied by a tracing and a copy of the 
-applicant's description and date of receipt of application.- When the survey comes in, it goes through 
the same examination as one for purchase. It is·then laid before the Minister, who gets the approval of 
_the issue of a lease from the Governor in Council. In the case of dispute the Minister has generally gone 
into the m[J,tter and decided the question before taking it to the Governor in Council. Appeals to the 
Minister are made both personally and i.n writing. "The Mineral Leases Act" does-not give power to take 
evidence on oath. Sometimes much delay arises from the mode of procedure. 'fhe matter cannot be 
:tiiormighly in'vestigated and satisfactorily settled under the present system. Since the abolition of the 
office of Gold Commissioner there have been no disputes in the gold fields that I am aware of. 
• 31. Have you any grounds for pelieving that any person in the Department is in partnership with any 
contractor for public woctrn, or had any pecuniary i11terest in the public contracts other than his authorised 
,public pay? N oue whatever. _ 

I have no knowledge that the. regulation prohibiting officers of the Department speculating in gold 
mining has been contravened. That regulation was ip.tended to apply to surveyors. · 

I _do not know of any regulation prohibiting government officers engaging in private busi11ess. 

JJ:[EjJfOJl,ANDUJ.11. submitted by J.1f1·. Hemy Jocelyn Hull, Deputy Cornrnis.~ionei·'<if Crown Lands. 

I. Tlte arrears of work, and duties of tke several officers, and tlte sufficiency or otherwise of tlie staff employed in eaclt 
· brancli." 

'l'Vith regard to the arrears of work in the Department there are not so many now as when I took charge five 
years ago; rior so many as there has been for the last 25 years that I haye been connected· with thr. Depnrtment: 
put they have been kept down at the sacrifice ofmy private time, haviug to work day and night, and to throw my 
whole energies into the work in order that arrears should not accumulate. I have but one junior clerk at £50 per 
annum to assist me in the work formerly shared between Mr. Boothman, late Deputy Commissioner of Crown 
Lands, Mr. Smith, Chief Clerk, myself, and Mr. Boothman, junr., a clerk of eight years' training. 

'l'he only clerical work in arrears is the registration of papers, but that is a work which has always been in 
arrears since I have been attached to the Department,-at times for greater than it is at present, although it was the 
principal duty of one clerk. It would t11ke iJ. good clerk ·about three months to bring up. The arrears in the drafting 
branch are not nearly su great as formerly,-the preparation of' grant deeds alone being over 800 in arrea1ss when 
Mr. Moore took office, and now there are not 80; but, neverthnless, we are sadly in w11nt of one more good drafts~ 
man and one good clerk to make an efficient staff. Had it-not been for the u·nprecedented amount of work thrown 
on the Department in consequence of the discovery of' minerals, the Launceston and Western Railway corre~ 
spondence, and work connected with the Gold Fields,- Road Trusts, Bo~rds of Works, and other matters quite foreign 
to the legitimate work of the Surve:;"Department, and ·which: have had to be performed since the appointment of'a 
Minister of Lands and W or!cs, I should, not havQ had a, ~ingle arr~ar in the offic() . 

. The duties of the several officers of the Department are embraced in 1t Retum culled for by the Commissioners. 
, _I 9-0 not know what arrears there. are in the Public Worl~s braneh1 as I have not interfered with the details ·of 

~ha,t brailch of the Departme11t, Mr. Smith will be best abl,e to givQ that information. .. , 
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2; T/1e system of registration of documents and indexing of subjects, and whether such . registra'tion and indexing ar~ .. 

· . kept up to date. . · · 
The syste~ aclopted' in this Department is a very simple and a very good one, numbers and sub-num hers being 

used. The indexing of the books is kept up to date, but ~he registration of documents is not and never has been-, 
since I have b~en in the Department. In 1865 Parliameut voted £300 for bringing up the arrears of registration. 

When Dr. Butler took office he instructed the clerk who had charge of thi1t duty to dq nothing else until it was 
brought up. Being a work that can be taken up at any time it is generally performed in sla~k times; but, as I have 
before stated, it would not take three months to bring up to date. . , . 

:i. The mode adopted for securing the suri•ey ef landfor sale or selection, alsojor the survey of rivers, roads, ~c. 
The field work of the Department is performed by 10 District Surveyors, who receive their instructions from 

this Depllrt,nent for work required to he done, anti are paid for it at certain contract rates; the costs of surveys 
being paid in the first instance by the applicants·for land. Rivers, roads, and connecting surveys arc not charged 
to applicants. 

4. Under whose orders and instructions are the above duties pr,1.f01·med, and what check, if any, is maintained upon 
the.field work of' tl1e surveyors? 

Under the orders of the Deputy Commissioner of Crown Lands. 
There is no field check, but a full and sea!'ching examination in the office by plotting from the original field 

notes, caloulating the areas, and comparing with former surveys. 
No field inspection I think is necessary; all our District S111·veyors being men of honor · and integrity,· chosen· 

because no fault could be found with their work ,vhen we had I11specting ourveyors. But if the· Commissioners 
think that field inspection is necessary, I would suggest that one of the District Surveyors should be employed for,., 
say, three months in every two years to check the 01her Surveyors' work. 

I am no advocate for the contract system, but, while we retain our present staff of Surveyors I am of opinion 
that it- would be waste of money to appoint Inspecting Surveyors. 

5. Tlie system at present in force 1·egarding the leasing oj'mineral lands and the prompt settlement of disputes. 
, 'l'he present system is fraught with many difficulties. Most of the localities that have proved stanniferous are 

quite unknown to, the Department, and much preliminary survey work has to be done before applicants can be 
charted, the delay in which invariably causes disputes, and we have no prompt, or in my opinion sufficient, method 
for settlement of disputes. I c:tnnot too strongly impress upon the Comu1issioners the absolute necessity that now 
exist~ for the appointment of a Commissioner who could take charge of the Gold Fields as well. I do not believe it 
possible to settle disputes satisfactorily without visiting the localities and takirig evidence on the spot. 

Lan sand, W orns JJepartment, 25th September, 1876. 
H. JOCELYN HULL. 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 1876. 

GEORGE FREDERICK LOVETT called in and examined. 
To tlte Oliairman.-32. What duties do you perform in the Department, and what experience have 

you had in its working? My duties are specified in the return furnished by Mr. Hull -now read over to
me .. I was appointed 1st January, 1859. ·I shall have served 18 years on 1st January next continuous 
service in the one Department. I was 8 years attached to the drafting branch as a draftsman. I- have 
also been in the field, and gazetted a survey9r. I am now Confidential Clerk to the Minister of Lands and 
w·orks; 

33. [s the staff in the Lands branch sufficient for the prompt and efficient discharge of its duties? 
I consider the staff hardly sufficient, and additional strength is needed. The officers are efficient, but the 
Department suffers consequent upon the low salaries paid; the services of several officers of experience~ 
who resigned to take more lucrative appointments in this and the other Cokmies, have been lost to the 
Department. I consider the addition of a competent draftsman and a registration clerk necessary. 

34. Are you aware of any arrears in the work of the Department? The registering is in arrears ; I 
cannot say to what extent, or when it arose. I have always heard it spoken of as in arrear since I have 
been fo the Department. · 

35. Whose duty is it to attend to the registration and indexing? · There is no- special officer told for 
that duty at present. There was one, Mr. Henry Smith, -but he was transferred· to the Colonial Secretary's;. 
Department. I refer to the registration of documents after the subject is· disposed of. The general cor
respondence is indexed every day. 

, ·36. Are you aware that.disputes are of frequent occurrence with regard· to occupancy under leases,· 
or_otherwise, of mineral lands? I am. 

37. What method is adopted for deciding such disputes, and does such method ensure ·their prompt'. 
_investigation and settlement? Hitherto_ the settlement of disputes has rested entirely with the Minister_ of· 
Lands, who did not make personal enquiry or take evidence until recently, when the matters have· been 
relegated to Mr. Bernard Shaw. 

: To JWr. Sman.-38. What process is undergone by an application for survey of land before:•the · 
applicant receives a reply? The application is received and registered by the Deputy Commissioner of 
Crown Lands, who refers it to the Chief Draftsman, who records it upon the ,working charts of-the•. 
Colony, and returns it with remarks for the guidance of the Deputy Commissioner. ~s a general rule, if 
the land is available the applicant is called upon to p11,y s·urvey fee. 

. 39. What is about the average time-elapsing before the ~equired survey:· is· made?: I cannot ·answe1· 
that question; they do not pass through my hands. 
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. To Mr.-Butler.. .. -40. Have there been ~ny disputes 1·elating to golcl..: claims. since the office of the: 
Gold Fields Commissioner was abolished ; if so, how have they been dealt with? None. 

. : 41. Is the work now greater than it was in 1872; if so, from what cause? Yes, it is, qon~equent , 
upon the mineral discoveries. · · 

42. When Mr. Meredith took office in 1872 was the Department sufficiently officered,; if not, what 
extra. strength was then required? No; an additional draftsman and regisfration clerk were needed then.: 

•: · · 43. How ~any ofli~ers have left the Dep~rtment since 1872, and in ~vhat duty were they employed? 
In the Lands Branch three officers have resigned,.-,-Mr. Piguenit; Mr. Kelch,. and Mr. Langley, of ~e 
Drafting Department. I would call those skilled officers.. Mr; Piguenit, a draf~man of considerable 
talent, who, disgusted at the fact of being in receipt of only £200 a year after twenty-three years con••: 
tinuous service, resigned and forfeited his right of pens!on.. Parliament. voted him £200 in recognition of! 
past services. Mr. Kelch and Mr. Langley both left on account of the lowness of their salaries. : 

,. 44. If. at any time increased work is thrown on the Drafting Department, is. there any difficulty in'. 
obtaining temporary assistance? Six months ago there was a difficulty. There is difficulty still in getting 
skilled draftsmen to do the work we require, in consequence of the demand and high salaries in the other 
C.olonies, · 

45. In case temporary clerical assistance is required in the Department, is there any difficulty in 'l 
obtaining such assistance ? I think not. . 

. 46. · Are the fees and rents received by any officer in the Lands Department ? Some are paid direct !. 

into the Treasury, and some to Mr. Hull,_ Deputy Commissioner of Crown.Land~. .. ·; 

... 47. Is the staff now the same us when Mr. Meredith took office as Minister of Lands and Works, 
end of· 1872, in succession to Dr. Butler, 'clerical and drafting; it not, what difference? It has increased'·' 
by the appointment of an. additional junior clerk and. a junior draftsman . 

. 48. Who has charge of the plans and other documents relating to the lands ? The Chief Draftsman. 
Th_e plans are kept in presses, and arranged in Counties. The number of plans is rapidly increasing with 
time; and, I consider it desirable that every-plan should be numbered, and an index made to each County;. 
this would facilitate a ready reference to plans, as .much time is frequently loi;t in hunting for them.. The_ . 
same system should apply to Public Works' plans. In New· South Wales a· Custodian of Plans is,. 
appointed under the Chief Draftsman. 

,·. To tlte Oliairman.-49. Is it within your knowledge, or have you any grounds for believing, that .. 
any person in the Department has been in any way pecu11iarily connected as a partner or otherwise with 
any ContractOl'. for works? I have no actual knowledge. A claim to a grant of land has been made in 
the joint names of Mr. Cheverton, the Overseer of Works,. and ~r. Ford, a Contractor for works still in 
operation. I can say nothing beyond that: · · · 

50. Have you known of any- one in the Department being engaged in trade or in any business other 
than that for which he received public pay, and is there any order restraining officers from engaging in 
private work or business? I have reason to believe Mr. Cheverton is engaged in,the timber trade, but I 
do not actually know it,-it is at Garden Island Creek; and Mr. Henry Lord. has private practice as an 
architect. There is an order restraining officers of the.Department from doing private work out of office 
hoµrs. Since 1856 the grant deeds have been engrossed and diagrams affixed out of office hours, except ~ 
for;.an interval of two or three years. Lithographic plans of Counties have been drawn out of office·· 
hours, and paid for by the. Government. 

. To 11:fr. Butler.-51. You say that an extra draftsinan would be sufficient _to render that branch, 
efficient; would the office be then able to do the grant deeds in office hours? I think not. The ·extra 
dr~ftsman would not be able to do the lithogmphic work either. 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 1876. 

FREDERICK JAMES WINDSOR called in and examined. 

.. · To .1Wr. Butler.-52. How long have you been in the Department? I have been about twenty-six 
ye!l,l'S in the Lands Department. I am head of the drafting branch, and am responsible for all the work_ 
do1J.e therein. ·· 

' J 

53. How many skilled Draftsmen have you under you? How many inferior ones volunteers? One · 
th~roughly compe!ent, _and four others who .could not be entrusted with superior kind of work. 

54. What do you mean by superior kind of work? Responsible work, such as charting and comparing 
surveyor's work in the field, and· the general examination of the field work; also preparing plans for the 
lithographic stone, together.with the other duties enumerated in the return furnished to the Committee, 
all of which are wholly of a responsible nature. · • 

55. Is the amount of superior work greater than one person can do'! Yes ; that which lie cannot do · · 
fans· back.. It does not accumulate; we work it off as well as we can. Mr: Reid· does· all the· superior 
wo_rk, including the transfei'S for lithographic plans. In some instances they have been clone after office 
hoµrs, and.paid for, which has been a great assistance to us. ' 

·; • 5'6. Was the ,staff in the Drafting Branch sufficient when Mr. Meredith took office on 4th. N oyeinber, ,· 
1872? No, I think not. The amount of work thrown upon us was very trying. · · . . · · 

·.: 57.- Is there' ntore:'work iif the' Drafting Rooms now than in 187_2, .when.·. Mr. Meredith to_ok office.?. 
Considerably more. ' ' · ·. · · .. · , ' .. -



58. Have you more or less draftsmen now than when Mr. Meredith fook office as Minister of Lands 
and Works in succession to Dr. Butler r Less. We lost in Mr. Meredith's time Mr. Langley; in Mr. 
Moore's time, Mr. Pigtiel).it an'd Mr.·Kelch, They were experienced competent men, and we got in their 
places young inexperienced officers, who_ have to work fo1· years before they attain efficiency: ( Mr, Hull's 
'jleturn 1·ead to Witness.) The description of the work of each draftsman in the Return now read is 
·accurate. · 
;.--. __ 59. Is the present staff suffi~ient supposing that the work at present done out of office hours and paid 
for as -extra work was still executed on the same system ? No, certainly. We still require one extra 
~killed draftsman. That would not relieve me of the work I undertake. It would.not allow all the work 
done out of office hours to be done in the office. The transfers for lithographic purposes are done by Mr: 
;Reid and Mr. Lovett out <;)f office hours, and are paid for as extra. . . 
.. To 1i:Ir. Sman.-60. What amo~nt of extra assistance would be required to enable the Departmen~ 
to _get all the work done in o:lffce h,ours ? I should certainly say not less than two skilled draftsmen in my 
particular branch,-the Drafting Department. • 

To 111.r: Butler.-61. Have you now any more than the usual arrears of work ? No, we have not 
There are no more arrears Ti.ow than we had at the beginning of the year. 
, 62. How are the plans and other. documents kept? In the presses in the Drafting Room. 
ferent Township and County plans are kept separately. All plans. relating to one County 
together. · , 

The dif.; 
are kept 

. 6~~ Is there any registration of·the plans and other do.cuments in the Drafting Bra.heh? No. Ah 
attempt was made when Dr. Butler was Minister, but we had not the necessary time or strength in the 

· office to carry it out. 
. 64. What instructions do you give to the District Surv.eyors? Printed forms of instruction filled hi; 

accompanied by a tracing; if any special matter addenda made by myself. In giving instructions for 
Mineral Sections I give the date of receipt of application and also a copy of the description embodied in 
the application for the guidance of the Surveyor in dealing with them as to priority. 

65. Who is responsible that the proper instructions are given to the District Surveyors? I am. 
66. What check is there on the work done by the Surveyors? A thorough examination of a copy of 

his field notes, with his plan and diagram. If any discrepancies are found to exist with previous surveys, 
reference is made to him for explanation. The system adopted is efficient .. There has been no change)~; 
the system of check during the time I have been in the office; m01;e care has latterly been observ!Jd ;in: 
carrying out the system. · · 

67. In the case of one lot adjoining a lot already surveyed, what is there to prevent a surveyor•from 
i;naking a field book and diagram therefrom without actually making a survey' at all? We should soon 
learn from local information, put there is nothing to prevent it. . . . .· 
. 68. Have any instances of inaccuracies in the surveys been discovered after the grants have·· ·been.; 
issued or the selectors put into possession of the land? A case occurred recently in Devon. An.origin~t 
survey was found to disagree with one·recently made by the check in the office. A subsequent sur,vPy: 
proved the original one to be in error, and a repayment ~ade to the purchaser. There was no means of:_ 
finding out that error until· the adjoining survey was made. I do not know of any other case than the one. 
l have mentioned, where compensation has been paid by refuncling the amou·nt he had overpaid. · 

69. Can you suggest any more efficient c:li'3ck on t}le work_,done by the contract surveyors? None; 
except by sending one surveyor periodicalfy to check the surveys of the other; or by exchanging districts 
for a short time. 

To Mr. Sman.-70. "\Vouid there be sufficient work to keep an inspecting surveyo~ .constantly 
employed in the :field? Sufficient work might be found for him. 

::·. ·: To li'Ir. Butler.-71. Is , the work of. charting applications for mineral sections extra to what· wali · 
p,i'Jfforined previously to the late discoveries of minerals ? Yes. 
_ _ To Mr. Sman.'-72. Who has decided · upon the localities surveyed as townships, and on whose·: 

sp.ggestions? The Surveyor-General, and mostly by the suggestion of the I>istrict Surveyor. _ 
•.:,•, : 73. Do -you know df manyfostances where such· lands have been surveyed and not sold? I know of., 

a few, and can instance the town reserves of .Alma, marked off into allotments in 1~56; of Fonthill, in 
1§6_0 ; and of Alexandra in 1866; · all of which were surveyed, speculatively, under the general authoi·ity _: 
o.f. thlcl 'Honorable the Colonial Treasurer of the day. 

Z. · To Mr. Butler.-74. Have you any drafting work to do in connection with the Launceston and .. 
Western Railway? No.·. . · . . · 

To the C,hairman.-75. Is it within your knowledge or have you any grounds for believing that any 
officer of the Department' is or has been connected· as partner or in any 9ther way with any contractor _for-·' 
public works, or receives or has rec.eived any pecuniary advantage from such works other than his public,: 
day? .. It is not within my knowledg~; nor have I any groll,nds for believing such bas been the case. : 

; __ ·-76. Do you know _of any one in the .Department now or formerly being engaged or interested.in any< 
private trade or business?_ One I know ofis young Mr. Lord, who practised as an _architect while he was 
attac:h·ed to the Public Works branch. Also that of Mr. Henn, formerly lithographer of the Department, .- -;: 

r; cTo .ilfr. Sman.-77. is there ·~ny practical examination. of any drafting work performed by you t i. 
No; there is not. . . . . . 

\· · 78. Do I understand tlmt you pe~f<;rrm any duties formerly done by the Surveyor-General,? I perforin: '.: 
a portion ; nalllely-the examiI1ation.of schedules and grant deeds. . . : . . .. · 

(;~·-79, · Do those duties require special' profe~sional knowle4ge? Yes •. . ... ~ ~.:; 
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MONDAY, OCTOBER 9, 1876._ 

GEORGE FREDERICK LOVETT called in and examined. 
. By tlte Gltafrman.-80. It has been shown that the correspondence with reference to Railway Orders 
for England is in your charge. Please to state by whom such Orders are framed originally? The indent 
lor the order is framed by the Manager of the ~aunceston and Western Railway, and is acted on without 
any further advice. 'l'he orders are sent through me to Mr. J. F. L. Jetter in London,- who selects 
all railway material, stock, &c. The Crown Agents are instructed not to honor an account on presenta
tion without Mr. Jetter's certificate. Mr; Jetter is paid two and a half per cent. commission. The 
railway material imported is not inspected on arrival. 

By J.1fr. Butle1·.-8l. Has Mr. Jetter any authority to vary the orders sent to him for execution ? 
N 9, he has not. He would not do so to any extent. 

82. What railway plans, sections, &c., have you charge of? The Launceston and Western Railway, 
the Main Line Railway, and the Mersey and Deloraine Railway. 

83. Who is the Traffic Manager of the Launceston and Western Railway? · Mr. R. V{. Lord. 
84. What amount is paid for the preparation, after office hours, of each grant deed? Three shillings 

for each deed, the deeds being engrossed in duplicate, making six shillings for each grant. The fee charged 
to the purchaser is fifteen shillings. The work done for the fee of six shillingfl is the preparation of one
half the schedules, the engrossment of the description in duplicate on parchment, the reduction, where 
necessary, of the diagram to a smaller scale, and drawing the diagram on the deed in duplicate. The 
total annual cost amounts to about £120._ 

By the G!tairman.-85. For every deed issued by the Department is there a charge of six shillings 
against the public for extra work? Yes, except in special cases. · 

MoNDAY, DEcmrnER .18, 1876. 

MR. LOVETT again called in and examined. 
By tlte Ghairman.-86. Are you aware that any of the District Surveyors have an interest in 

any mining operations or speculations wha_tever; if so, is it in the district in which he is engaged? 
Mining includes gold. I have heard Mr. John Brown's name mentioned as being concerned in gold 
mining. I cannot say that I have any knowledge of the fact. 

By J.1:lr. Bu{ler.-87. Is it in h~s district? I allude to scrip taken up·. I have heard of his having 
taken shares in a certain public company which works in his district. 

By Mr. Wliyte.-88. Has he anything to do with disputes between· miners? He is a Mining 
·surveyor, and his duty is to survey lots on application for gold and minerals. He has nothing to do with 
deciding disputes between miners. He has to conform to the Regulations, and has no discretion as to how 
he is to mark the boundaries. Contract surveyors are not paid salaries, but each on a certain scale accord
ing to his work. They are not recognised as on the staff of the Department, but they are. amenable to the 
Regulations made under the Mining Land Laws. 

MR. WM. SMITH called in and examined. 
By M-i·. Butler.~89. Will you state in detail your duties? My · duties are to conduct all corre

spondence connected with works; to draft and submit all letters. If the head of the Department requires 
a.special letter, he drafts it;- otherwise I submit all drafts to the head of the Department. I· receive all 
papers, place them before the Minister, and consult htm thereon; arrange all matters for contracts or 
sundry repairs ; receive, examine, and have entered all accounts ; keep a record of all expenditure; furnish 
all returns; keep the Director of Public Works' account of money advanced by Treasury to pay wages; 
have all specifications copied; prepare advertisements; and have general arrangement of my branch of 
the office. 

90. Have you any responsibility as to.the correctness of the accounts forwarded to the 'l'reasury for 
payment; if so, what? Yes; my responsibility rests in that they agree with the authority of the Minister, 
that there is no excess over the amount provided_ by the Estimates to meet the expense. I see that the 
accounts are correct in every particular~ and have no errors whatever. I have no responsibility as to the 
prices of the works. 

91. Before contracts for works are entered into, on whom devolves the responsibility of seeing that 
the amounts provided by Parliament are sufficient to discharge the obligations to be incurred? On the 
head of the Department-the Minister as Director of Public Works. Of course, he is informed by the 
Overseer of Works of the estimated cost of works, and on this he gives his instructions. The Overseer is 
pl'imarily responsible that the amount provided by Parliament is sufficient to meet the expense. 

92. Is the staff you at present have sufficient to execute all .the clerical and othe_r. work devolving on 
you without any accumulation of arrears ? No, it is not. My present staff is composed of myself, a 
iunior clerk, and a temporary clerk. It is not sufficient by a long way. · · 

93. Are there any arrears of work in your branch of the Department? Not very great,-:--principally 
indexing books, arranging papers, and posting up expenditure. 

94. Is there any registration of documents in your branch; if so, is all the work appertaining thereto 
kept up to date? No registration in my branch; · 



95. Have you any duties in connection with the plans and estimates for public works ; if so, what 1 
None, except to copy; merely clerical. 

96. In what manner are tenders for public works invited? By advertisement in the G.azette, and 
authorised newspapers in-Hobart Town and Launceston; not to any special person. 

97. When tenders are received, by whom are they opened? By a member of the Board· for open1ng 
· Tenders and myself; generally the member is M1·. Barnard, sometimes Mr. Watt •. This arrangement is 
made at the request of the Mi_nister, who cannot always attend, 

98 • .A.re they opened in the presence of the tenderers? No. 
99. In the Estimates.of Expenditure for 1876, we find .£2865 voted for repairs to public buildings, 

generally, furniture, and to the Domain. Will you state the system, if any, on which those votes are 
expended ? The repairs to public buildings was the largest item ; several large contracts. absorbed that 
vote for the Public and Parliamentary Buildings, and the Lands and Works Offices; the remainder was, 
expended in sundry repairs which had been applied for and authorised. The system is, when application 
is made to the Director of Public Works, an estimate is furnished by the Overseer; the Minister approves 
01'.·otherwise; if approved the work is ordered, if 11ot extensive, to be done by a respectable tradesman; 
t:his applies to works, generally, under £30. There have been a few exceptions, where considered desirable 
and duly sanctioned. Government House was a special case of this nature, and required dispatch. The 
amount expended at that time was .£ l 700, and for furniture £1000. 
- · 100. On what systeni are the orders for these works distributed amongst the private tradesmen? I 
have been 14 years in the Department, and, generally, the same tradesmen ha.ve been employed; for 
painter's or plumber's work, Mr. Maher or Mr. Harbottie, and Mr. Mullen and others a little. For 
mason's and bricklayer's work, a few trustworthy tradesmen ; and so with other works. For .furniture, 
the same, obtained at respectable establishments, such as Whitesides, Hamilton, Pearson, Smith, &c., as 
fairly as possible. I consult the Overseer of Works as to the best person, and I intimate it to them;_ 
Virtually the O_verseer of Works has the responsibility, not the Minister. The work is limited to the 
authorised amount. The bills are paid on the certificate of the Overseer of Works. 

By .1Wr. Swan.-101. Then the responsibility begins and ends with the Overseer? Yes; he estimates 
the expenditure, .selects the tradesman, and certifies to his work. 

By Jl!Ir. Butler.-102. Who are the Overseers of Works? Mr. Cheverton on the South, Mr. Frith 
ori the North. 

103. Is there any system under which the orders for repairs are assigned to the different tradesmen 7· 
Or any schedule of prices by which the values of these ·works are determined? None in the smaller 
works,--nor any schedule of prices to determine their value. 
, 104. What check is there 'on the time of mechanics and tlieir labourers employed on these works, and 

on the quantities of material used, charged for by the tradesmen? None, except the estimate of the 
Overseers of Works. I generally also obtain a certificate that the work is done from the Department 
concerned, .but this only shows that the work has been done without particularising the time of the 
mechanics or material used. The Overseer of Works is supposed to check the tiine and material of the 
tradesmen. Of course he cannot keep a c01istant supervision, but seeing. the work done he is able to say 
whether it is properly done. All the men employed by the Department on these repairs are good and 
trustworthy mechanics. 
_ By the Chafrman.-105. It has been stated to the Commissioners that Mr. W. H. Lord -left the 

service before Mr. Moore retired from office. When did Mr. Lord rejoin the Department, arid under 
what circumstances? I cannot now give dates, but it w:.as about the time that Mr. O'Reilly took office 
that Mr. Lord returned. He had sent in his resignation, but no action had been taken on it. He came 
to me and asked what he should do; and I advised him to go back to his work. I could not get the 
w:ork done elsewhere and I was glad to get him back. Mr. O'Reilly asked me about this. , The work is 
now done as before by Mr. Lord. 

·106. Have you any g-round for believing that any person in the Department of the Lands and Works 
is, or has been, in partnership with any Contractor for Public Works, or has any pecuniary interest in the 
public contracts other than his authorised pay ? The only case is that of the CaJ?cades. I do uot know 
tlie extent of the ·connection between Mr. Cheverton a:nd Mr. Ford. I cannot say if Mr. Cheverton is a 
piirtner. I have grounds for believing from Mr. Cheverton himself, that he took for his son when he 
comes of aa-e a share in Mr. Ford's business in Collins-street. Mr. Cheverton informed me that he had a 
third share

0
in the Garden Island Saw-mill. Mr. Chesterman signed the aecount for timber supplied from 

that saw-mill for the Government, as agent for Deardon. Mr. Chesterman was many years ago a Con
tractor for Road.Works, but I don't know that Mr. Cheverton was then his partner. 

By Mr. Butler.-107. Can you furnish the Commission with a list of tradesmen employed for the 
small works under £30, and the total amount of their Bills for the year 1875? Yes. . 

108. Do you know whether Mr. Cheverton was a partner with Mr. .Andrews ? Yes ; when he 
entered the· service I understood that the partnership was only formally diss'olved ; this was in 1860 or 
1861. He remained in that connection up to about two ·years ago, when the affairs were wound. up. I 
have no absolute certain knowledge as to this partnership, but it was merely believed; it was a general 
understanding. 

· By Mr. Snian.-109. Did Mr . .Andrews then have Contracts with the Government? Yes~ Contracts 
for works in the Ringarooma District, which were supervised by Mr. Cunningham ; yVorks at Castra and . 
Ulverstone, supervised by Mr. Frith; Prosser's Bridge, supervised by special officers, but none supervised 
by Mr; Cheverton. Some deductions were made in the accounts for Ringarooma Works ; none for 
the-·Prosser"s Bridge.. · · · 

By tlie Chairman.-110. Has Mr. Lord any private professional work at· present? Yes; he· has 
private work, and superintends the carrying out of the same after office hours. 
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'\iVEDNE~DA11",. DECEMBER. 20, 1876. · 

MR. _w .. H._ LORD, Drajts"!an i71-. Lands and Worlls. Depa1:tment, c_alled in and, examined. 
By Chafrman:~111. How long were· you out of office after sending· in your resignation? For.a 

month or six. weeks ; my resignation was ·not accepted, · 
: 112. What is the nature and extent of private work you do? I work in my over-tim·e, and do anr 
work as an Architect that I' can get. . · . 

By .llfr. Butler.-113. Does your private work interfere with your official duties? It tloes not. 
Plans an<;l Specifications are prepared by me _for Works in the South, whilst Mr. Frith prepares those for 
fuN~. . 

114. Do you consider yourself responsible for tlie Plans and Specifications which you prepare ? ~ 
do not consider myself responsible for the completeness of Plans which I prepare for Tenders; I receive 
instructions through Mr. Smith from the Minister, mostly verbal orders and sketches. . . 
· 115. Who prepares the Estimates of the probable cost? Mr. Cheverton. 

116. Who signs them? It is not until lately that Plans and· Specifications on wl1ich Tenders l1ave· 
been called for have been signed. They are mostly signed by me, b.ut I do not consider myself responsible 
for them, · · 

l 17. Who prepared the Plans for the Cascades Gaol Buildings?' I assisted in preparing them, but I' 
did not sign them; I was not responsible for their completeness. . . 

118. Are plans and specifications exhibited to the various tradesmen about to tender? Yes, at the 
Office, and I answer any questions put by them. In doubtful points I refer to Mr. Cheverton, who gives 
:i:n,e the. information. 

119. Are alterations made in plans between the time for tenders called and when the tenders are sent 
in.? No. 

120. ·who assisted you in the preparation of the Cascades Plans?· Mr. R;owntree, at i1is own office; 
t_ gave: him no instructions., 

121. Whilst you were absent from office who did your _duty? No one; there was no Draftsmari. 
there. I have. been in the. Department two years next February. 

122. You have done all the drafting except those by Mr. Rowntree? Yes; one Draftsman could do 
=1-~l the Drafting work of the Department. 

·_ 123. Have many important works been carried out since· you came to the Office? Yes, a good deal· 
of work,-Buildings and Bridges. · . ·. 

124. What instructions were given you as to the Cascades ·Buildings? They were merely verbal, 
no sketches; they were, I think, from Mr. Moore. · • Wi_th the exception of the Cascades, I have prepared 
all the plans that have been done, except one or two that I have begun. I did part of the Ouse Bridge, 
and Mr. Rowntree the other; of the Plenty Bridge I prepared one, and Mr. Rownt!'ee another •. 

MR. WM. SMITH again examined. 
, - By lib·. Butler.~125. What numbe1' of men are employed on the Main Road? A number of men 

a:re employed on the Main Road at certain rates of pay, fixed. annually by the Minister.; these men are . 
p_aid monthly by the Overseer of Works, an Abst,ract, with the acqqittance of each man, being furnished . 
by the Overseer, and forwarded in the usual manner for payment. The Abstracts are· certified by Mr •. 
Cheverton. 

126. Are they in gangs? Only with the stone-breaking machine is there a gang; the number of men: 
has been considerably reduced since the machine lrns been in operation. There are not more than ten men .. 
now employed throughout the whole line, and then only for a portion of the year. 

127. These men are einployed· on a certain length of road? Yes.' 
l.28 .. Can._you furnish a Return showing the length of road, aud a Monthly Pay-slieet? I will do so.•. 
B7J tlte C!tai.,.;nan.-129. What ari·angement does the . Overseer of Works make .in· regard to. pay- ·. 

JI!,ents for labour-? The Overseer asks f91"a cCI:tain amount, and a cheque is given him by the Director of.· 
P,ublic Works. . Mr. Cheverton calculates the amount required in. advance; I keep the Director of Public., 
Works' account of money advanced fr_om th.e Treasury for wages, and every few· months-every quarter-:-··: 
I square accounts with Mr .. Cheverton. He. wi~nesses tl~e signatures. of the men to the. pay-she.et, a~d -~· 
where there is a. g~ng he has the Overseer to witness the payments.. . . . 

. 130. What return!! are there .of m'en employed? vVe have a printed form which is sent in by each.,, 
R,oadman, showing how he was employed.each day in the month. Since these pri~ted forms have come·· 
in.to operation,_. Mr .. ~heverton prepares fr~m them ·a return, as care~ully. as possibl~, of, the money he. may .-, 

-want in advance; 1t 1s then advanced to 1nm by cheque from the Director of Pubhc Works, to whom the_.: 
money is issued by tlie Treasury. Th~ Director accounts for all advances at the end:of each year. . .

1 
By' i.l:fr. Butlm·.-131. Mr. Cheverton goes on: his rounds to pay every month; very few irregularities,.; 

occur. The amo:unt yearly paid fqr wages is about £1.600, say £150 or £200 a month. for about eight 
mbuths of the year. 'The tools are. supplied by the Department, and the laborers are responsible for them: .... 
All other accounts are paid direct from the Treasury.. · .. 

. · 132. What supervision is there on the Maii;i, Li!}e of Road? Tl1e only supervisio"1 is that of ~L' .': 
Cheverton ; this is when he. goes to pay the workmen, unless he is on a special journey_.. We. depend on: ; 
the.roa.dmeµ.for the.accuracy of the returns i: they work u_nder .the in~tructions of l\_ir .. Cheverton.. . 

' • • ' • • > • • • • - • • ' • ' • • ~ • • ..... 
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: ; 133. What is your duty in regard to specifications? I have only to copy them, and arrange for: 

nq'tices for tenders. · 

134. You say that tender's are opened by a Member of the Board and yourself? · Yes, they are usually' 
opened by Mr. Barnard and myself; he is the only Member of the Board who attends, for the sake of the 
convenience of the Minister, who requests Mr. Barnard to attend. The Board is never called together to 
open tenders; Mr. Barnard opens the tenders, numbers and initials them, and I schedule them, and then 
Mr. Bamard signs the schedule. · 
< .. 135. Is it usual to have only three tendei·s for a large public work ? Yes, even for a large public. 

work. There were three tenders for the Cascades Gaol Buildings,-Messrs. Wiggins, Stabb, and Ford. ·. 
, . 136. Is it us_ual to have detailed estimates prepared for works? It is. None, however, were framed 

for the Cascades Gaol Buildings; I know no reason why it was so. The £5000 estimated as the cost of 
these works was merely the result of a conversation between Mr. Moore and Mr. Cheverton as to what· 
works should be done ; no estimate whatever was framed on which this £5000 was calculated. 

137. Is it usual before instructions are given for any work that the total cost should be made known 
to the Minister? It is; the information in my Memorandum in the printed Parliamentary Paper was 
obtained by me from Mr. Cheverton. The £930 in this case is an unusual excess ; I have never known. 
anything like it since I have been in the Department. 

·138, Previously to the acceptance of a tender is not every information obtained? Yes, as a rule,' if_: 
possible. 

139. Then the tender for £5350 was £350 more than the sum voted by Parliament for the purpose? 
It was so. It has occurred in a few other cases that the amount tendered is much larger than the vote for'· 
the purpose. In the case of the Cascades Buildings the excess would be about twenty per cent. of the whole 
amount. I cannot call to mind any case similar to the Cascades Gaol Buildings. It rested solely with the 
Government as to what the liability would be, and instructions were given to accept the tender. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 21, 1876. 

R. W. LORD, EsQ., Secretary and Manager of the Launceston and Western Railway, examined. 
. . 
: By J.1:fr. B-utler.-140. Is the establishment for the management and working of the Launceston and 

Vf"estern Railway adequate to the efficient and prompt 'discharge of all its duties? If not, be pleased tv , 
state what additional assistance is required? The regular staff is most efficient, and together with the 
established provision for extra or temporary labour is adequate so far as the staff is concerned for the:·· 
efficient and prompt discharge of all its duties. 

· 141. Is any work at p1;esent in arrear? There is no work in arrear as regards duties or the repairs to 
existing stock and perm~nent way. To meet the demands of a steadily increasing traffic an extension of 
goods sheds accommodation and rolling stock is most desirable. 

, 142. Who undertakes the duties of Traffic Manager? 'Myself. In my capacity as Manager I am 
directly the head of the sub-departments into which railways are generally divided; as follows :-Govern- · 
mental Head of Department, Minister of Lands; Manager and Official Head of Department, R. W. Lord; 
Secretary, R. W. Lord; *Traffic Manager, R. W. Lord; Storekeeper, R. M. Johnston; Accountant and· 
Traffic Auditor, R. M. Johnston ; Inspector of Permanent Way, L. Dowling; Locomotive and Carriage 
Department Superintendent, W. E. Batchelor; Cashier and Manager's A_ssistant, A.Weedon; Paymaster, 
A. Weedon. · 

: · 143. Can you suggest any means, by consolidation of offices or otherwise, for the more economical 
working of.the Department-without impairing its efficiency?. The utmost consolidation possible has already 
been effected. On railways there are 13 distinct offices, besides that filled by the General Manager. On 
large railways these offices are further divided and are placed under the charge of sub-heads of departments. 
The usual 13 distinct departments had been originally consolidated upon the Launceston and Western 
Railway, but at time of transfer they were further amalgamated as· far as it was practicable. The 13 
distinct offices are now represented by four individuals, and the railway might be trebled in length_ without 
very materirilly addinir to the expense of management. So far as mere cheapness is a standard of economy· 
the- Launceston and Western Railway is undoubtedly the cheapest worked railway in the Australian · 
colonies. This fact has been attested year by year in the Launceston and Western Railway yearly reports . 
.As the elaborate authenticated statements there seem in a general way to be misunderstood or discredited, 
I. beg to direct the special attention of the B_oard to the yearly reports of the railways of Victoria, New 
South Wales, Queensland, South Australia, and New Zealand,. wl1ere some independent notion of a 
standard of expenditure may be obtained. I am, however, (in justice to other railways,) decidedly of 
opinion that mere cheapness is not the best standard of railway economy. There is a greater responsibility 
thrown on the Manager.of a Government Railway, in that he has not a board of advice to-support his 
recommendations, somewhat on the principle of the direction boards of ordinary rail way companies. These 
men are usually selected from a class who have had great railway or business experience, and being 
practically acquainted with correct standards of economy, are not so apt to be misled by lack of special 
k:n:owledge oh railway subjects. 

: • •·comprises-two officers, viz., Superintendent·of the Line whose duties are connected ,v'ith the regulation of trains and· staff'. .. 
app_ointments ·under, Traffic Department·;· Goods Manager-whose duties are conne~ted with-the carriage· of goods traffic, prepara-· 
tion of rates, &c. .. · 
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144. Have you any responsibility with-respect to the ·:C,ocomotive or Permanent Way Depart~ents; 

if so, to what extent? Certainly, as Manager I am the official head of the sub-departments, and am directly· 
i:esponsible for· the due supervision, maintenance, a:r:id efficiency of all of them. 

145. It has been stated that the orders for machinery, rolling-stock, implements, &c. required from. 
England are received by the Minister froiµ you. Under whose advice-at·e such orders prepared, and who 
prepares the description of such machinery, &c.? By my advice. I am sometimes, if necessary, assisted 
in the ·technical detail by the vaiious heads of sub-departments. 

146. Please to furnish a retqrn showing the articles referred to in tlie previous question which have 
been demanded during the year 1876? Herewith. 

147, Under what system_ are repairs to the permanent way effected? I am doubtf~l as to the mea'ning 
of this query. All repairs to perman_ent way-which includes the· repairs · to rails, ballast, bridges,. 
sleepers, earthworks, and_ buildings-p.re effected under the head of" Maintenance of Permanent \-Vay," or· 
briefly" Maintenance." . The Locomotive Superintendent repairs all tools and other matters which require 
skilled labour or machinery for the Permanent Way Department, the cost of- which is finally credited to 
Locomotive Department, a·nd debited to Permanent Way Department. . 
· 148. In any cases of difficulty to whom would the Inspector of Permanent Way apply for advice or· 

instructions? To me, the official head of the various departments .. The Locomotive and Carriage and• 
Wagon Department, however, is the most costly and important department, and involves matters which 
require a much large1· amount of skilled labour and superintendence than any other department. . 

· 149. At what periods are the different officers, workmen, and laborers paid, and by whom? Work-• 
men and laborers are paid every fortµight, officers every month, by the paymaster. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 30, 1876. 

MR. WM. HENRY CHEVERTON called in and examined. 

By O!tafrman.-150. Your name and official designation? 
Works. 

William Henry Cheverton, Overseer of' 

151. How long have .you been in the Lands and Works Department? Since 1860. 
152. Your duties are to take particulars of all works, prepare specifications,_ submit designs or assist 

in tl1eir preparation, report on all matters before expenditure incurred, supervising works, paying wages-.. 
of men on day-work, certifying to accounts, &c.? Yes, those are niost of _my duties. 

By .11:fr. Butler.-153. Are those duties the wl1ole of the duties performed by you; if not, state any 
further duties? I lmve to attend to the constant demands for works at the various establishments,-in the 
Electric Telegraph Department and its various Lines ; and on the Main Line of Road, to select sites for 
Bridges; assist the Draftsroan in the preparation of Plans, make out Estimates and Specifications, and 
report on works under construction; mark out roads in different localities under the " Waste Lands Act 
of 1870," prepare the specifications, and generally supervise _the works. 

154. Are you able to perform all those duties satisfactorily to yourself? Not at all times. I do the_ 
most t,1rgent at once. The work is too great to get through as I could wish it to be done. 

· 155; Have·you any duties connected with the preparation of the necessary drawings previous to calling 
for tenders for the execution of new works, for additions to existing buildings, or for repairs? Yes, I 
generally advise with the· Minister, as Director of Public Works, as to the preparation of plans, give 
rough sketches, and estimate the cost. 

156. Who is responsib_le that the whole of the work necessary for the completion of a proposed work 
js included in the drawings and specification? . The Minister, as Director of Public Works, but I am 
responsible to him for the completeness of the drawings and specifications. We are all supposed to.be· 
responsible for the· work we perform. · 

· 157. ,vho is responsible that the works contracted for are executed in. accordance with drawings and 
specifications; and in case any alterations are made in the quantity or. quality of such works, under whose 
instructions ·are such alterations made, and by whose authority? At my suggestion, if any alterations are 
made, with the concurrence of the Director of Public _Works. I am responsible to rhe Director of Puhlic 
W:orks to see_that all works under my charge, wl1ere there is no specially appointed Clerk of Works, 
shall be cari·ied out. In the special cases I see by occasional inspection that the work, as far as I can 
juage, is carried· out." 

· 158. Have you the same responsibility as to executed works as the Di1;ector of Public Works formerly· 
had? I r,m responsible to the Director of Public \Vorks in all cases whe1·e I report, and he sees that my 
reports are correct. The responsibility rests with the Minister as Director of Public Works. I do not 
consider .that I have the same responsibility as the Director of Public Works. I have the duties, but not 
half the salary. If there are any errors in the drawings which had been referred to me, I consider myself 
liable should any failure arise therefrom. • 

159. Does the Draftsman make out the necessary drawings under your orders? Generally so, under 
my advice to the Director of Public Works, who instructs me and the Draftsman to meet . his wishes;. 
The Draftsman is an officer under the Minister. _ He fills one position, and I another. 

160. W_hile a work under contract is being ~arried out, who gives orders for any extra.works required; 
and by whose authority are such orders given? I recommend. any extra works, and if the Minister. 
thinks them necessary he approves. · 

' 
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161. In what manner are the accounts for such 'extra works adjusted? At the completion of the 

work; by trade or schedule prices,· 
· 162. Who· is responsible that the price paid for such extra work is a fair and reasonable one? · · I 
consider myself responsible to the Minister, as Director of Public Works, for checking prices and quantities, 
and the Director of Public Works· is responsible if he is satisfied w.ith my report. · 

163; Do you consider your responsibility greater now than when the office of Director of Public 
Works was filled? No. I am:in the same position now as formerly-just as resp·onsible to the Minister', 
as Director of Public Works, and no more. .. · . · 

B,y Cltai'.rman.-164. Has the Ministei.· any other officer to consult with as to prices, &c.? None 
:but the Clerk. In practice the Minister always depends on my report. Prices rarely alter. 

By Mr. Butler.-165. Who is· responsible that the quantity of such extra work paid for is not in 
excess of the quantity executed ? I am, for taking m0asurements_ and reporting on quantities. 

166. On the c~mpletion of a contract who inspects the work, r.ertifies that it has been executed in 
accordance with the plans and specifications, and to the amount due under the contract, and for extra 
·works ordered ? I inspect the works under my charge, and ce1;tify to claims in accordance with plans and 
:specifications, and for extra works. 

167. Are orders for extra works, or for any alterations in the contract work, given in writing or 
verbally? Sometimes in writing, sometimes verbally by the Minister. I do not order them verbally, as 
·a rule, unless the Minister gives his orders. 

168. Would a contractor be paid for any extra works not ordered in writing? Yes; if verbally 
-ordered by the Minister, and there is no dispute on the matter. The Minister signs as correct. 

169. When a requisition is made for repairs to any public building what is the cour.se pursued? In 
·all ~mall matters, when the outlay is under £30, an order is given to a respectable tradesman after I have 
€stimated the cost of the work and ?;Ot the Minister's aprroval. This has always been done except on 
special occasions, such as Government House, where the best labour was required; and there the wor4s 
were done according to schedule. 

170. Who selects the tradesman to whom the orders for repairs 'are given?' Sometimes Mr. Smith,. 
sometimes the Minister when I am in the country; when in town, the clerk consults me. 

171. What check is there on the execution of the repairs by the different tradesmen? I inspect them, 
as far as possible, when in town, To be certain, it would require some one to be on the works all day. 
-The Government House works were from four to six months in hand, ·when we got weekly accounts of 
time and materials used. 

172. In what manner is the value of the diff~rent works determined? In small matters I estimate it. 
·and generally arrive at a fair value. The prices are well known, and there is not much variation in them, 
, We get these things off by practice. 
· 173. What check is there on the quantity of material_ used, and the _mechanics' time charged for the 
. execution of these repairs? I inspect the :work and measure it, and I take the particulars and compare them 
· with the account when it comes in. 

. 174. Who examines the accounts, certifies. to their correctness before payment, and is consequently 
'responsible that the correct amount only is ·paid? I first· examine the accounts as to the charges, and often 
leave the checking of the figures to the clerk, who has more time than I have, and not likely to make 
mistakes. 

175. Supposing that you made a mistake in certifying t9 an account, is there any means by which 
that mistake would be discovered and rectified? The clerk checks the amonr,ts. 

176. What is the present condition of the Main Road? It is rough. at present from the large number 
of sheep travelling upon it; they ·cut·up ,the road very mhch: · It is in fair condition, considering that 
there has been little labour on it lately. Our system lately has been· to concentrate the men with the stone
breaking machine, which is breaking sufficient metal to last for" many, years on portions of the line of road 

. up to Constitution Hill; beyond that we are making temporary .repairs till by-and-bye,. when th~ machine 
· will be sent on. · · 
· 177. Do_ you keep men along the line of road givrng them ·a certain length of road. to repair? Nope 
are employed at present since the money voted was spent. We have only the toll money now to spei;i.d, ai1d 
that has been principally expended in getting metal ready and cleaning the drains on the sides of the road. 
I have had one man at Perth to look after the bridge and road, and one at Ross; and, with the exception of 
one or two at the Hobart Town end, they are all concentrated with th.e machine. Formedy we had them 
along the line of road, but these are done away with now. We have no money to pay them with but the 
toll money. . . . 

By Ohairman.-178. How long does the toll money last you? About two-thirds of.the year. 
179. What supervision is there over the men employed? At the machine there is a:n overseer 

· selected. I occasionally visit them, about three or four times a month, and check off the quantity of metal 
broken. 

18_0. At what work were the men employed when they each had a section to keep in repair? When 
on sect10ns the men were employed to spread metal, clear drains, and repair culverts; also repairs to 
t~legraph line ; and the metal was supplied by contract. .. Now, the. work that used to be done is left 
undone. The drains are not so well attended to. Thistles are allowed to grow up in the· intermediate 

, sections of road. . On the whole the road is in as good a condition as · it was twelve moriths a·go. 
·· Sheep travelling, a~ I have-said, cuts up the road. The road is not deterioratiµg. • The machine metal is 
:: obtained at 011e-half the price ,formerly paid, even allowing- for the fafr wear and tear of the machiqe, , r11e 

metal broken by the machine makes a better running surface than that broken by hand. 



14 
181.- The amount of toll 'money is how much'! About £i700, 
182. Is it within your knowledge, or have you any grounds for believing, that any perso-q. in tho 

Department has beeri in any way pecuniarHy connecteq as a partµer 011 ot4e1:wise -wiHi any ~ontr:ictor for 
-:works 7 Not, as alluding to myself, since 1872, 

_ By J.1fr. Butle1·.-183. Are you a partner in a saw-!Dill at Garden Island Creek 7 I have shares in 
:the Company, and also in the Tasmanian Steam Navigation Compaµy, J have shares in a tin mine with 
,Mr. Forcl, who is also a shareholder in the Garden Islµ,ncl Creek S;iw-mill. ' 

184. A claim to a grant ofland has been made in the joint names of yourself and Mr. Ford: are you 
a partner with Mr. Ford in any business trans;i,ction 7 NO· Answered as 11boye, 

By J.l:fr. Gri'.sp. -185. Were there not tend~rs called for for boards? Yes; there were two sent in; 
one by Captain Fisher and one by th!;l Garden Island Creek Company. The ~atter was accepted because 
it was considerably below the other. Captain Fisher'i, was10s., the other 8s. 9d: · 

By J11r. Butler.-186. With regard. to the Cascades Buildings, who prepared the drawings? Mr. 
Lord commenced them and Mr. Rowntree completecl them. The responsibt[ity in the matter rested with 
all connected .with it. I consider the :Minister and myself to a certain extent responsible in the plans bein;;. 
workable and containing all the works necessary to be done. I examined them first. When the tcnp.er~ 
-were sent in £150 extra was thought by me sufficient; but the .£943 now referrecl to was due to the 
.contractor for concrete. The state of the walls could not be seen till the flagging was taken up, and then 
the feaiful unworkmanlike state of the old foundations were shown: the work had been slummed. We 
sunk trenches outside, but the inside was quite different to that outside'; the stone foundation had been 
thrown in by former builders, and it became necessary to place concrete, or the work would have bulo-ed 
out. _The slated roof and the beams, with iron gratings, woulcl have been very heavy-some tons. The 
:Minister ordered the extra concrete, though I recommended that the walls should be taken down. In this 
case there was an unusual amount of extra work. · Very few contracts are completed :without extras. Mr. 
~oore saw the works and advised concrete. The money was insufficient for the whole of the works first 
shown on plans, and we left out a portion to be clone at a future time. It is usual to have rough plans 
prepared where possible before sums are voted; but our staff is insufficient to get out all plans require:d . 

. The Government is often undecided after plans are prepared for works'. In this case the £5000 was 
merely o-uess-work, as an approximate amount for the accommodation required. When the plans werp 
prepared I J'oughed out the estimate and told Mr. Moore that the vote of .£5000 would not he si~fficient, 
and he reduced the quantity of work to be done. My estimate was £5500 ; the accepted tender was 
£5350, _a little under my estimate, (Schedule of tenclers shown to Mr. Cheverton.) 

187. How do you account for the difference in the three tenders'-£7850, £11,000, and £5350? I 
don't know. Two of the contractors employed the _same architect; each had the _same plans and 
specifications shown them. This contract was only for about two-third~ of the work first contemplated. 

'The amount of excess in the Cascades work is certainly large. 
188. Have there been excesses on votes by Pa1;liament for other works ? Yes ; Launceston Public 

Buildings, and the Queen's Orphan Schools,- It is not unusual for the expenditure to exceed the vote. 
189. ·were the works at Cascades under your supervision ? A Clerk of Works (i.\'.Ir. M.oore) w,as 

_ appointed. I made o_ccasional visits till Mr. Hunter took charge. 
190. Who gave the orders for the concrete? Th_e Minister, to tl~e Clerk of Works on the spot. The 

.. orders did no.t go from me. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 29, l 876. 

R. W. LORD, Esq., again .exarnined. 

191. What is the establisl1ed provision for extra or temporary lab'our; and to what class of labo111· d_o_es 
it apply 7 The established p1'.ovision is common to all railways and undertakings when the amount 
of work is 'liable to sudde,n fluc_t1iations; viz.-The Manager is empowered to employ temporary labour, 
under special authority, which is in practice really determined from 'hour to hour by the amount of extra 
handling during the various seasons. Preliminary authority to employ extra labour is obtained by 
Manager from the Minister of Lands and vVorks in special cases, e.g., the building of carriages, for which 
Parliament may have voted a particular sum. The ordinary or formal provision is conta_i,netl in the 
Estimates passed by Parliament for the particular year, which for 1876 is stated "Extra Labour, &c., 
£480 ;" but, as it is impossible for the Manager to determine with accuracy the various· complicated 
influences which affect .a season's traffic . and consequent extra labour a year beforehand, it is t_he. usual 
practice .tQ supplement this .l;Ilocle of provision by an adclitional vote, if -:r:iecessary, in \1 subsequent Session. 
To enable ,the Membds of -the Royal Commission to learn something _of the fluctuations which affect 
labour, I give the following examples :..-:Percentage value of certain· months as regards traffic dm:iii'g 
-1875.-April, 12·3 per cent.; June, 6·4 per _cent.; December, 9·2 per cent. Grai_n traffic (chiefly 
determines amount of extra labour in Traffic Departme~t).-1873, 13,200 tons grain;' 1874, 10,Gl6 tons 
.grain; 18i5, 13,787 tons grain. · · · 

192. Give a Return of Expenditm:e ,under tl~is provision during l87fi? '.J'he _books will shortly ,be 
. , made ,up for .the whole year, an ex;act statemen.t will then be p~·epn~ed. 

193. ·By whom would the necessary drawings and specifications f<;>r new ,goods shed. be ,prepared? 
'The recommendations for buildings for the accommo.dation ,of traffic are on , all railways made by the 



~ra:!fif! · Man~ger, who a1so, :w~1~n a b~ilding is sanctioned, adv:iS!=)S dr.aftsman or. engineer as to the 
suitability of the 1:mi1~ing so far as railway· working and local aiTangemeIJtS are concerned. When the. 
:rµ;i.tter isJrft in my h~nd~, I get the Inspecting Surveyor to make t).ie nece_ssary drawings !l,nd specificatiims 
for ~rqil)~ry ~tati.on buildings. Cost d!3terniines the quality a11d ·extent . of the structui•e: The buildjrig~ 
already .erected have been constructed· ~ccording to the plans and specifications of the following 
gentlemen:- · · · 

. All original Station Buildings • • Messrs. ])9yne, Major, & Willett. 
Locomotive Workshops • • • • • • • • J. F. L. Jetter, B.A., .LWechanical and Civil Engineer, 
Railway Store • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Mr. W. E. Batchelor, Locomotive Superintendent. · 
Carriage and Wagon Shop...... Plan-:-Mr. Peter Mills, Architect. Erection supervised 

by Mr. L. Dowlirig, Inspecting Su1·veyor. 
Railway Paint Shop • • • • • • • • • • Mr. W. Batchelor, Locomotive Superintendent. 
Gatekeepers' Lodges • • • • • • • • • • ·4 upon a design supplied through Minister of Lands, 

and 12 from plans and specifications by Mr. L. 
Dowling, Inspecting Sitrveyor. 

194. By whom would the ~ece1:,sary dr,a'Yings and specifications for ~ew rolling stock be prepared 7 
;By the Mecha!]-ical Epgir:ieer an.d Draftsman ·o~the Depa1;tment, viz. M1;. W. E. Batchelor. 

195. Have you any responsibility as to the necessity or sufficiency arid goodness of the work done ill. 
tp.e Locomotive Department: for instance, as to repairs to a locomotive engine, who orders the work to be 
aone? · Who· ·determines the repairs that· are necessary, and the way in which si10h repairs shall be 
executed? As to permanent way, who determines what repairs· ·are necessary, and the best way 
of executing such repairs? Only and so far as responsibility can rest upon the head of the department • 
.On purely technical ;matters connected with machinery and locomotiyes, the Locomotive Superintendent, 
upon .all railways, is the highest authority. The heads of departments are always deemed the professi.oria:l 
advisers of the Manager and Directors in all matters of technical detail belongi:ng to their'respective 
departments. It would be difficult to i;;et limits or give a written definit~on, of the limits to responsibility 
·.of each head of department. Ordinary repairs, the ganger of each se.ctiop.. There are n~ne sectio.ns or, th~ 
:,Launceston and Western Railway. · · · · · · 

196. Give a Re.turn of the total amount of Indents for each year since the Railway has been managed 
by Government? Herewith. · · 

· 1.97. Have t.he article~ received under indent proved in every case satisfactory as to quality and 
suffi6ien.cy for the pm.pose required 1 Most satisfactory. · ' · 

198,. I,t is stat.ed in the Return of the Department that the ov.erseers h1:J,ve .each 3 men, and each gang 
;Jfeeps 5 m~fes of road in }'.epair: doe3 this apply to the bridges? Yes. · · · ·1 

1.99. Should extensive repairs to the bridges or buildiI.1gs be .. required, under whose advi.ce a:i;1d 
,dire.ctions would such repairs qe exe.cuted ? The Inspecting Surveyor, the professional adviser under 'th~ 
.P.ermai:ient W \lY Departinent. The only work which will .ever possibli require spec,ial pi·ofessiona~ skill 
is the Longford iron viaduct. The rest of the bridges could be rnnewed, ~f neqessary, by any ordinary 
experienced mechanic. · · · · · · · ' 

·· · 200. In cases of difficulty, requiring technical knowledge, to wl10m would the Superintendei:it of the 
J.,oco~otive Department apply fo.r advice and instructions? The 'Locomotive Superintendent of any 
·railway is the highest professional authority within the department. It is not usual for a Locomotive 
Superintendent to apply for advice on technical matters from another.professional mechanical engineer: a~, 
,py his appointment as Locomotive Superin.tendent, he is supposed ~9 1wve al.re\l,.dy 111astered all the details 
.of his .profession. · · · 

2~1. J)o the worli::men and faborers give receipts for the wages paid to them eve,ry fortnigl1t: .if.s.o, 
who witnesses such receipts? Yes. The Paymaster, Stationmaster, or Ganger. 

W,EDNESDAY, /ANUARY 10, ]877. 

MR. J. R. FRITJ:f, .Opm·seer ef Worhs, Nqrth ,Coq.,~t, examined. 
By the Chairman.-202. S~te fully your duties? My duties consist in marking out .all worlqi:i,n 

the .northern division of the Colqny,-such as roads, bridges, police bulldings ; preparing designs for a,11 
·bridges and buildings required; also designs for bi•idges and breakwaters, mider '.' The Local Pu!?lic 
Works Act;'' specifications for all the works; regular supervision of all the department cont1:aqts; 
occasional supervision of." The Local Pi1bl.ic W 91:ks Act" .contracts; supervisioi:i of the ~elegraph lines at 
::work, and ,bit~ldip.g any pew ones; and advising the Director of P1:1bli\! Works in anything occurring 
•~n my pisti;ict. ·-: . . ' . ' , ' ' . ' . . . 

203. Have you any arrears of work ? Very little, except three c9.u:iitry l'Q\l\1$ i~o D?-lirk out. 
204. Are your duties greater than can be satisfactorily performed by one person? My duties are

greatly more than I can perform in my office hours: When pushed, I have had to take home work and 
work two qrJ~iree Iwurs ,;i.fter my ~i.n,I\er, ~t? o'cloc~. I .:i;iever have t~me t? .din? i12- ,the middle of the 
day. Durmg my absence from the office there would be little for any one else to do, or that he could do 
satisfactorily, ,vithout,lie had coriimand as lo~al chief at this office, which ,vould .be expensive. I could 
do all the work in ove'rtime if I were allowed a reasonable ·sum by ·the hour, or an increase proportioµate 
)9 ,my ,salary; say' £50 pei· annum. ,The l~st yeai· I ha~e worked overtim~ abou.t equal to -50 days, besid!!S 
)he long h_o~rs ill the :sa,~d~e while travelling often 10 to 14 hours per ~ay, and have never ,had ~ny 
remuneration for such overtime. · · · 
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' 205. Do your duties necessitate frequ~nt absence from Launceston; if• so~ . how much of the yea1: 
~ould be tlnis occupied? I am often necessarily away from the office 'for two to six weeks at a time,_; 
making surveys for works, marking otit new lines of roads, and supervising works in progress. My 
bistriet extends from Circular Head in the west to Mount Cameron on the east. I have been absent 
from the office, travelling during the last year, 156 days; and ridden 2467 miles. . 

206. Are you a partner in, or in any way directly or indirectly_ engaged in, any business othe~ than 
your Government employment? I am not interested directly or'indirectly in any partnership or business 
outside ruy office. . · · ·· 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 11, l877~ 
MR. W. H. CHEVERTON called in and re-examine«,. 

·, :· By tlte Oliafrman.-207. Are you a partner in the Steam Joinery Works carried on by Mr. Ford? 
No: I hold a mortgage on the property, but have no interest in the business. · . _ 
, . 208. Are you a partner in the Tramway Company at 'Franklin, of which Mr. Innes is the manager? 
.l have a share in it. I bought one of the shareholders out. I hold a cl~im on them. .. 

209. Up to what date were you a partner with Mr. Andrews? Up to 1872 I was mixed up with 
-J1im. I ceased altogether, I think, in October, 1872. • . 
.- By M1·. Orisp.-210. Is it usual for the mortgagee to have a grant taken out in joint names 
;of himself and the owner? No. At the time of the purchase of the property I thought of putting my son 
·in the business ; but, finding legal difficulties in the way, took a mortgage on the property, as advised by 
)Ily solicitor. There was a piece of land on one side purchased jointly, but not mill site. I have no 
interest whatever _in the mill. All large supplies of timber required by the Department are obtained by 
'tender: contractors supply their own for small works. I know of no -timber being used in this building 
_down stairs which I ordered at Ford's the other day. If we require a job done, the man who does the 
work goes where he likes for timber ... Clarke, the carpenter, was given this job; and I did not send 
him to Ford's mill for the timber. As Overseer of Works, I did not kno_w that he went to Ford's for 

:#mber. 
By 11:fr. Butler.-211. Is the yearly amount at the disposal 9f the Department sufficient for the 

-purpose of·keeping the mairi road in repair? Latterly the traffic lrns been less, and the amount has been . 
sufficient. The vote of £500 in. addition to the toll money may be sufficient to keep the drains and 
culverts clear, and any metal required for repairs. During the last five months the. machine has been 
lent to the New Norfolk Road Trust,-owing to our money being expended. The number of men in 
.attendance on the stone-breaking machine varies from 12 to 20, according to the quarrying, spreading, &c. 

212. Do your duties necessitate your frequent absence from Hobart Town: if so, how much of the year 
ivould be thus occupied? This varies, and depends upon the works ih hand.· . ·, 

213. How long in 1876? A return of my travelling expenses will show. I will fµrnish it. As near 
~ possible, one-third ofmy time I am in the country. . . . .. 

214. Who superintends the works in Hobart 'l'own and its neighbourhood in your absence? Mr. 
,Moore did, when he was in office: there is no one else. 

By t!te C!tairman.-215. Explain why the notice is so short for· the timber to be supplied for the 
Cascades Buildings ? The reason was that the Department wanted the boards at once for seasoning •. I 

,.think, in this case, it was a week's notice. The advertisement appeared in the 1lfercU1y of 20th January, 
.calling for tenders for the .. 26th~ To season boards they ought to be oq hand for at least a twelvemonth~ 

WILLIAM CLARKE, Oa1'1Jenter, cali.ed in and examined. 

By tlte Ohairman.-216. How iong have you been in the Department? I have been six years in 
the Public Yv orks Department,-two years in town and four years at the Cascades. 
. . By 111lr. Crisp._;,_217. How are you paid? I am someti"mes paid -by-the day, and sometimes by 

·-piece-work. · I am at work at present for the Government in the Parliamentary Library, at piece-work, 
-on some new shelving. I was shown a schedule of prices by Mr. Smith, who asked me if I would do the 
· work. • Mr. Cheverton has to look at the work and timber. ~ saw hi_m just now: he did not tell me 
: where to get the timber. 

By 1lfr. Orisp.-218. I did not ask you who ordered you to get the timber. 
To llfr. Orisp.-219. I found all materials myself for the work now in hand, and went to Ford's 

to get the boards put th~ough the planing machine. Mr. Smith referred me to Mr. Cheverton, who told 
.me of the work; and he and I came to terms . 

. MR. JAMES. GREGORY, J.l;Iaster Builder, Hobart Town, .called in and examined. 
. By ultafrman.-220. Are you aware that some of the leading men of business in Hobart Town 
-ihabitually omit to respond to the advertisements for tenders for works required by the Tasmanian Govern
. ment? . Yes; I have done so for years past myself, because I have not sufficient faith in the Department 
\in carrying c,ut works in the same way as private: works would bf.:, I mean the supervision by Mr. 
Cheverton. It is commonly known in the trade that Mr. Cheverton is implicated or connected with 
persons in works; and we have no earthly hopes of getting a tender in that way. · · · · · 
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· To J.lfr. Butler.-221. If I were •a successful tenderer for a job, I should not feel that the objections 
taken against my work would have fair ·grounds for them. . 

To M1·. 'Wliyte.-222. I had occasion some years :ago to tender for some works at the Hospital, 
and I had quite sufficient then to convince me that I was not fairly dealt with. I have tende1'.ed since 
occasionally at the suggestion of the late Mr. Falconei•, and of Mr. Butler, both Directors of Public Works, 
but have been unsuccessful. I did not tender with the same confidence as I would to a private individual. 
I .. have never had any. business transactions with Mr. Cheverton in my life. Mr. Cheverton has. bee~. 
connected with Mr. Andrews .all along, and latterly with Mr. Ford deeply. Mr. Ford is contractor for 
s.ome Government Works now. 
· · I do not work for the Government. The Public Works Department never send to me to do little 

jobs or repairs. 
By llfr, Crisp.-223. When a large job is tendered for in the city, how many t~nders are usually 

J'eceived? A good many; they may vary from 7, 8, or 9, even 10 for a job of any size. I would not 
tender for the Cascades job, having no confidence in Mr. Cheverton. 

To Mr. Butler.--224. A job of £5000 would have 7 or 8 tenders as a rule. 
By J.lfr. Crisp.-225. What time ought .to be given for tenders for a large supply of hardwood, so 

that 'the saw-mills down the river could compete? I don't know how often the mails go down ; but say 
a week or a fortnight would be sufficient, or something like that. I have had to wait longer than a fort
night for an answer when w1·iting to _Mr. Chapman or Drysdale with reference to the supply of timber 
required for my works. 

MR. GEORGE SMITH SEABROOK, J.lfastm· Buildei·, Hobart 'Porvn, called in and examined-. 
By Chairman.-226. Are you aware that some of the leading men of business in Hobart Town 

habitually omit to respond to the advertisements for tenders for works required by the Tasmanian Govern~ 
,ment? I am. One of the reasons for this is, that many thing-s are inserted in :,pecifications for works 
which one party can do cheaper than another, and many things are omitted w11ich ought to be done in 
·certain cases. Of course I have always been under the impression that the Overseer of Works is connected 
with other parties, and it would not be worth my while tendering for works. I know I should not have a 
fair chance. 

· To 11tfr. Butlm·.-227. Take Ford's contract-there are many things in the specification which wou.ld 
be omitted on his part, but which w<mld be strictly insisted on by me. The work required wquld be 
different to the specification. There was one case in which I tendered for heavy timbers for the Com
missariat Stores, which was to be thoi'oughly seasoned. Reid was the successful tenderer. I question 
whether the timber was seasoned. 
· I could hardly say I should expect my work to be impartially supervised. I could not expect the 
same favour from the Overseer of Works as Mr. Ford would get. I decline tendering for Government 
Works. I never had a Government Contract. I tendered for one only. I have done day-work in the 
Parliamentary Buildings. · 

228. If there were tenders out for a large job, say £5000 of private work in the city, how many 
tenders would you expect to be sent in? About six from competent persons; I don't see · any difference 
between Government and private conti'acts; we are al ways paid by private persons without difficulty in that 
way, on the certificate of the architect. 

WEDNES:J;)AY, JANUARY 17, 1877, 
J. W. BROWN, Esq., Contract Surveyor, called in and examined. 

By Chairman.-229. Will 'you favour the Commission with information as to any interests that you 
may hold in Gold Mining pursuits in this Colony; statin~ the District and the dates at which such interest 
began? I can hardly tell when my interest began, but my interest in the Nine Mile Springs Mine com
menced in 1870 when it was first opened. I am still largely interested in it as a shareholder in a Public 
Companv. I have no mine of my own. Nine Mile Springs Mine is in the district assigned to me as a 
Contract Surveyor. I hold no selections there. · 

By Mr. Butler.-230. Have you any other mineral interests? I am interested in the Tin Mines on 
_· the North East Coast. I fitted out one of the first parties to prospect the N. E. Coast. I have not the 
duty of surveying in that District. 

231. Would there be _any practicai difficulty in calling upon applicants for Mineral Leases to stake 
· out the position of their selection at or previous to the time of application? No, I don't think so, if it were 
. understood at the first opening up of a Tin District. The miners are as a rule intelligent men, who under
stand the use of the compass as well as a surveyor, and could leave marks which might easily be picked 

, up afterwards by a surveyor. 

MR. SAMUEL BARRETT, Coachman of the Royal llfail, called in and examined.· 
By Mr. Butler.-232'. What is the present state of the Main Road to Launceston? Very. good; 

nothing the matter with it except here and there on the crown of the road where the metal has worked 
through. The road is better now than it was 20-years ago. I have been a driver of the coach for 24 
years. The culverts are rather bad about Cleveland, but there is not much traffic on the road about that part. 
· Sheep travelling on the road cuts it up dreadfully in <lry weather; they are on the move now towards 
tlie Lake Country. Five thousand sheep in dry weather damage the road more than five thousand horses. 

The road is very good now in all its length, I would not wish to see it better; it is quite as good as 
'ihe street in·front of this building. The Main Line Railway is taking the waggon traffic away as far: as 

Oatlands, nearly all the waggons are off that part of the road. The worst piece of all the road is near the 
Sand Hill at Laun!Jeston. 
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I. 
' RETURN of the Officers of the Lands and Works Offece, showing the Dates of first .Appointment 

'. · · · and the particular JJuties assigned to each. , 

CLERICAL DEPARTMENT. 

H~ J. H iitL; D~putJi Oommissimier of Crorvn Lands, lsi August, 1847. 
- The 'general 'superintendence anci dfrection of the details of the Department. Conducting. the 

correspondence and giving information to the public. The receipt and disbur_sement of all moneys paid into 
the office. 

GEORGE F. LOVETT, Confidential Cl.edt to 111'inister of La)nds and lVoi·lls, lst Jamta1-y, 1859 • 
. · Ha~ing charge of ah correspondence relating generally to the Executive Government and the several. 
Government Departments, minutes for Governor in Council, Government Gazette notices, the arrangement 
of Parliamentary Papers for printing, returns for Parliament. . · ·: 

. Ororvn La1ids.-Lending general assistance to· Mr. Hull; Deputy Commissioner of Crown Lancls; 
keeping a rent-roll of every lease issued for pastoral purposes under different Land Acts of the Colony, 
with particulars as to name, area, situation, date, payment of rent, &c., reminders sent, transfers carried 
.out, memos. of. transfers to Auditor and Treasury, ·preparing leases in duplicate for execution by 
Commissioner of Crown Lands and lessees, preparing descriptions for Gazette of lands for renJal at 
auction. Affixing reserv~d rentals based on Crawford's reports, &c., returns for Parliament, preparing 
descriptions from original surveys to be inserted in grant deeds, certificates given of Location Orders. 
Preparing descriptions for. Gazette of every lot, whether town, . agricultural, or pastoral lands advertised 
for sale; calculating and affixing upset prices and general arrangement foi· advertisement. 
. . Gold Fields ancl J.ltfineml Leases Acts.-All correspondence in relation to Gold Fields with tl1e 
Commissioner and others. Since the abrogation of the local Commissioners' office of Messrs. Chapman and 

.Shaw, the general working of the Gold Fields Act and Regulation. Advertising a description of the 
_proposed le~se in Gazette, .and Governor in Council's intention to grant lease. Preparing leases in 
triplicate, and affixing diagrams. Record kept of transfers ·of gold leases. Preparing leases in duplicate 
_under "Mineral Leases Act," whether for tin, iron, coal, &c., and examination of diagram affixed to 
.-each lease. Certificates of registration under "Mining Companies Act." , 

Raihvays.-AlI correspondence with the Secretary and Manager of the Launceston and Western 
Railway and other Departments in connection therewith. ('fhis duty tral)sferred by the Colonial 

-Secretary's Departme_nt on the taking over of the line by the Government in August, 1873.) All 
_correspondence re Railways-Mersey and Deloraine, Launceston ancl Western, and Main Line Railway. 
Charge_ of railway plans, sections, &c. Railway orders for England. 

. FRANK LOVETT, Junioi· Clerlt, lst Janua1y, 1876. 
Making out notices for and entering yearly instalments, and entering up new purclrnses under "The 

Waste Lands Act." Making out agreements for purchases. Making out notices for and entering 
payments of rent. Making out leases undei· '" The Waste Lands Act." Monthly and annual returns. 
Entering all appli.cations to rent and purchase, and diagrams of surveys. Entering all the correspondence 
of the office, and indexing the letter books. (During 1875, 9573, and from· lst January to 1st 

September, 1876, 6007 letters were entered and sent out.) 

DRAFTING DEPARTMENT. 

FREDK. J. WrnnsoR, Chief Di·aftsman, 28th Ap1·il, 1840. 
The general management and direction of the work performed in the drafting and lithographic 

'branches of the Department .. Instructing District Surveyors (ten) in connection with the field operations. 
Checking the Surveyoi·s' ac·counts with plans of the work exect1ted by them in the field. Examinin'O' 
schedules with surveys prior to preparation of grant deeds. Examining grant deeds before being issue'd 

: from the Department. Investigating applications for new grants. Furnishing information for certificates 
· on ·applications for ne,v grants .. · Preparing land sales for description, both purchase and rental. Charting 
· applications for mineral sections under" The Mineral Leases Act, 1870." Charting all applications to 
··purchase and lease lands under "The Waste Lands Act, 1870." Answering references from the Deputy 

Commissioner in connection with the crown estate to enable Mr. Hull to deal with the correspondence, 
besides many minor matters of detail it is ·utteily •impossible to ·enumerate • 

.ALBERT RErn, Draftsman, l8tli August, 1856. 
The final examination of ·all surveys received from the District Surveyors, frequently involving the 

·replotting of the same, and the recalculation of areas. Reducing and charting the same upon the office 
maps, and comparing boundary lines with those of previous surveys. The thorough examination and 
charting· qf all surveys, showing lands for which new grants are claimed through the Supreme Court and 
Lands' Titles •office, and the preparation of descriptions for the same. The preparation of all diagrams 
oflands upon which the full amount of purchase money has been paid before the issue of grant deeds, and 
the descriptions for the -same. -Making out weekly returns of .grant deeds issued, and keeping up re~or~s 
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.·of the same.- The preparation of descriptions for proclamation in Gazette .of !Joµndaries of-Elect~ral, Road, 
. _Municipal, and Registration Districts; also descriptions of new towns, reserves, and cross roads, Lists 

oflands leased and sold annually for Council Clerks of Municipalities. The preparation oflithographs for 
land sales. The compilation and p1·eparation of new county maps. 

In addition to the above regular duties, the preparation of maps required by His Excellency the 
·, Governor, the Colonial Secretary, Colonial Treasurer, and Minister of Lands, &c., &c., showing the roads 

and railways of the Colony, maps s'.1owing the alienated lands, post offices, public schools, proposeq. m3:in 
roads, &c. ; also lithographic transfers of maps referred to in r,epo1'ts ·submitted· to Parliament, such as 
Mr. Sprent's recent exploration, and this year the drawing for the stone ·of the neiv flags of the Colony_. 

. . . ~ ' .. . . . . . . . . 

F. W. ABBOTT, Draftsman, lst Septembei·, 1863:' 
Entering up plans kept in the map-room for the use of the •. p~blic: _ 'Enteri~g up diagrams on 

payment of deposits. Making lithographic transfers. Mounting maps. __ ~nt_ering up lithographs for the 
Public Works Department in connection with the expenditure of money for roads. Entering up plans 
of the different Municipalities, Police and Road Districts. Keeping. acco:u.~t of all purchases. under the 
24th Section of" The Waste Lands Act." With Mr. Searl, giving in~or~atton to the public, writing 
their applications, &c.; .also entering all applications under the 24th _and 38th_ Sections, .~aking trac,ings 
to order surveys, &c. 

FnANK SEARL, Draftsman, J.VIay,.1874 . ... 
Plotting all diagrams and plans received from· the District and Real· Property Act Surveyors ( abo,ut 

600 from 1st January, 1876, up to date). ' Calculating areas of same. Reducing and charting all tin 
selections after survey. Compiling plans from surveyors' diagrams;· · Attending 'all· applicants for mineral 
sections, writing their applications, &c., and with Mr. Abbott, giving ·general-information to the pubHc. 
Entering all applications to purchase crown land. Mounting plans, ·&c. · · · · · · · · · 

E. R. W. CASTRAY, J1~nior Draft.~man, 1st January; 1876. 
Making tracings; affixing diagrams to mineral foases; assisting to niourif plans, and other miscel-

laneous work. . · · · · ·· 

A;,FRED H. LOVETT, Junior Drajtsinan, lst July, 1874. 
Indexing the County Diagram Books: Already finished-Devon, 22 books; Somerset, 4 books; 

Kent, 5 books; Buckingham, 16 books; Dorset, 10 books; Monmouth, 13 books: Total 70 finished 
since 1st January, 1876. To be done-Wellington, 5 books; Pembroke, 7 books; Cumberland, 4 books; 
Glamorgan, 4 books; Cornwall, 2 books; \V estmoreland, 8: Total 30. Indexing Town Diagram Books: 
Hobart Town, 8 books; Launceston, 8 books ; township books, 20: Total 36. P1·eparing tracings and 
doing other miscellaneous work. . · 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. 

WM. S:r,nTH, Clerk, 12th JanuariJ, 1863. 
Conducting the clerical work of this branch of the department. 

WM. C. CATO, Jmiior Clm·Tt, 8tlt Decembei·, 1875. 
Assisting in the clerical work. 

WM. H. LORD, Draft.sman, Febi·uary, 1875. 
Preparation of plans, and drafting work of office gener,ally. 

W. H. CHEVERTON, 1st September, 1860, and J. R. FRITH, 1Jth.January, 1866, Over.seers._ 
To take particulars of all works; prepare specifications, submit designs, or assist in their preparatiqn-; 

.. rep~rt _on all mittters before expenditure incurred; supervisi~1g works; paying ·wages of men _on day~wo,rk; 
certifying to accounts, &c. · 

LITHOGRAPHIC DEPARTMENT. 
R. C. :ECKFORD, Litlwgraplter, 1st February, 1872. . 

, , All the Lithographing in ,connection with the departme~t. .( 4000 large.sheets of ~ounty maps, 1360 
·11heets of miscellaneous work, and 2250 C(!pies of the new flags of the Colony, have been struck off since 
Jst January;, 1876.) ' 

H. J. HUL:L, Deputy Commissione,; of Crown Lands. 
25tlt September, ] 876 ...... . 
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· ·RETURN of Officers and otlters in tit~ Lands and Worlts Department·on tlte 30tlt Septembet, 1876 .. 

Name. 

H.J. Hull .••••••.•••••••• · •••••• 
George F. Lo~ett •.••. • ·•. ::. . • .• . · •.• 
Frank Lovett •••••••••••••••••••• 
F. J. '\-Vindsor ................... . 
Albert Reid .••••. · ••••• , • · ••••••. ·• 
F: W. Abbott •••••••• · •••••• · •• · .. ;. 

· Frank Searl. .•••••••••••••••••••• 
Alf. H. Lovett .................. · 
E. R. W. Castray ••.•.••••••••• , , 
R. C. Eckford ••••.•.••••••.•.... 
Win. Smith •.•••••••• ·~ •• ·• ·• · •• · ••••• 
W. C. Cato ••••.••••••••••...•••• 
W. H. Lord .•..••••••••••••• ; ; ••. 
W .. H .. Cheverton •.•••• ••.••• : ••• ·• 
Geo. Self ..•..•••• ~ .•....• · .•.••.• 
H. l\<I'Loughlin .•..• , •• , •••••• : • • 
A. T. Creswell •••.••••••••••••.. 
Thos. Garrard .•• ~ •. ~ •••• ~ •••. ~ ••. 
F. J. Boothman .•••••...•..•••••. 
Thos. Hand ..•••••.••• · ••••••••••• 
J. R. Frith . . . . • ••••..•••••••••. 
Geo. Fowler •• , ••••••••••••••••• 
Albert Page . . . • • • • • • • • •••••••• 

Ranli or• Designation .. 

Deputy Commissioner of Crown Lands 
Ministerial Clerk · · 
Junior Clerk 
Chief Draftsrnan 
Draftsman 

Ditto 
Ditto 

Junior Draftsman 
Ditto 

Lithographei· 
Clerk, Public· Works 
,Junior Clerk, ditto 
Draftsman, ditto 
Overseer, ditto . 
Temporary Assistant, ditto 

Ditto to Lithographer 
Volunteer 

Ditto 
Clerk and Draftsman, Launceston 
Messenger, ditto 
Overseer, Public Works, ditto 
Office-keeper and Messenger 
Junior Messenger 

Rate of ordina1y Pay •. 

£ 
.. 330 per armum 

250 ditto 
50 ditto 

300 ditto 
225 ditto 
150 ditto 
100 ditto 

60 ditto 
50 ditto 

100 ditto 
200 ditto 
60 ditto 

140 ditto 
275 ditto 

1 per week 
Ditto 

200 per annum 
100 ditto 
250 ditto 
'J 00 ditto 
26 ditto 

H. J. HULL, Deputy Commissioner of Crown Lands. 

II. 
RETURN of .Amounts paid 01· to be paid for Extra Services in tiie Lands and Worlls Department 

.on account of tlte Perio1 from '1st January to 30tli September, 1876. . 

To wltom paid. Ran!, or. Designation. Nature </l Serviee. Rate of Payment. Amount. 

£ s. d. 
H. M'Loughlin Assistant Lithographer Assistance to Lithographer £1 per week 39 6 8 
Albert Reid •••. Draftsman Engrossing g1:ant deeds 91 4 0 

and preparmg litho-

Geo. F. Lovett .• Ministerial Clerk 
graphic transfers 

Ditto - 37,10 0 
R. C. Eckford .. Lithographer Extra lithographing - 4 4 0 
E. C. Rowntree Architect . Preparation of drawings, Paid according to 56 0 ·O 

and assistance in corn- value ·of work done .. 

Draftsman 
plcting plans, &c. 

C. J. Young .... Assistance in drafting to Ditto 6 12 0 
complete plans, true-

A. T,'Morrison •. Draftsman and Surveyor 
ings, &c. . · 

Assisting Overseer of 14i per diem wl1en 68 o ._o 
' Works in laying out absent from Town, 

roads and tracks ; also and 10s. in office 
assisting in preparation 
of plans, tracings, &c. 

Geo. Self •••.•. Temporary Clerk Assistance in clerical work £1 per week 4 0 0 
W. C. Cato .... Junior Clerk Copying specifications, - 5 0 0 

and other work after 
office hours. 

J. Cunninglmm - Inspecting works, Ringa- - 1 0 0 
rooma 

£312 16 8 

H, J. HULL, Deputy Commissioner of Crown Lands. 
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III! 
LAUNCESTON AND WESTERN RAILWAY DEPARTMENT. 

. OFFICE; NAME. 

GENERAL OFFICES. 

Secretary and Manager ..•.. R. W. Lord 
Accountant, Traffic Auditor, 

Storekeeper ............. R. M. Johnston 

Cashier and Paymaster ...... Aubrey Weedon 

Clerk in Audit ............ Wm. H. Lovett 

TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT. 

Launceston. 
Station Master ........ J. W. Israel 
Goods Clerk . . . . . . . . • . E. Ayton _ 
Booking Clerk ••••••••• F. Maddox 

Po1·ter . • • • • • • • . • . • . • • • R. C. Howard 
Porter . • . • • . • • . • • • • • .. R. Harrison 
Guard ....••••••.••••••. \V •. Quarry 
Pointsman . • • • • • • • • • . . A. Cummings 

Goods-shed Porter .... J. Robertson 
Messenger . . . . • • • • • • • . J. Brown 
Night Watchman •..••• A. Fraser 

Evandale. 
Station Master H. E. Darby_ 

Perth. 
Station Master C. M. Galer 

Longford. 
Station Master F. Ferguson 
Goods Cfork · • • • • • • . . . . W. · W oolnough 

Porter . . . • . • • • . . . . . • . . G. Bissell 
Porter . • . . . • . . • • • . . . . . J. Cartledge 
Night Watchman __ J. Beazely .. 

Hagley. 
Station Master ......•. D. Parry 

Westbury:. _ 
Station Master 

Exton. 
Station Master 

Deloraine. 

F. Clark 

W. Woolnough 

Station ]\faster . . • . • • . . C. Harris 
Porter ..............•. R, Cottam 
Porter . • • . • • . • . • • • . . . . J. Griffiths 

Twenty-one Gatekeepers at 
Public Crossings .•..•.••• 

LOCOMOTIVE DEPARTMENT, 

Locomotive Superintendent .. W. E. Batchelor 
Fitter .................... J. Coates 
Fitter ...••...••.•••.••••. W. F. Lord 
Engineman : . . • • . . • . . . . . . . • C. Saunders 
Engineman ....••••...•.... C. P. Saunders 
Engineman . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . J. Patten 
Fireman .................. T. Wilkinson 
Fireman . • • • • • .. . . • • . • • • • • J. Willdnson 
Fireman .....•..•••..•••. ,T. Doughs 
Painter .•................. R. Easther 
Ca~·penter .•.•.••.••• _. ..... T. Ruston 
Jomer .. ,., .•...... .- •.•••• B. Duff 
.Blacksmith ......... ; • • • • • • J. Brown 
Striker-~ .•. , . • . . . • . . . . • • • • H. Butterworth 
Storem an . . . . . . . • . . . . • • • .. S. Smith 
Pumper ....... - • • • . . • • • • • C. Johnston 
Labourers, 4, each.......... -

PERMANENT w A y 
DEPARTMENT, 

Inspecto1• . , •.•.•• , •••..•. L. Dowling 
Gangers, 9, each .•.••.••. 

Labourers, 27, each ....... . 

DATE OF APPOINTMENT . 
IN' CONNECTION WITH 
THE LAUNCESTON AND 
WESTEHN RAILWAY • 

Under 
Coinpany·an'd· · · Under· 

Commis~ioners. GovernJ1!enf. 

3 Dec.1869 

20 Aug. 1870 

11 Mar.1870 

- - ·-··· 

1 Feb. 1871 

I Feb. 1871 

3 Aug.1872 . . . 
3 Aug. 1872 

3 Aug. 1872 

_13._April, -~-871_ 

3 Aug. 1872 
1 Feb. 1873 

12 ,June, 1876 

3 Aug. 1872 

20 Oct. 1873 

SALARY. 

£400 

£300 

£:.!00 

;£1_20 

£165 
£120" 
£50 

. . '. 
, 

6s. p. d. 
5s. p. d. 

·7s. p. d. 
7s .. p. d. 

9 April, 1875 6s. p. d. 

1 Feb. 1871 

1 Feb. 187i. 

l Feb. 1871 

April, 1870 

]\for. 1871 
1 Feb. 1871 
1 Feb. 1871 
1 Feb. 1871 

Feb. 1871 

1 Feb. 1871 
1 Feb. 1871 
I Feb. 1871 

,. ····-···· 
Feb. 1871 -
-

- 5s. p. d. 
- 5s. p. d. 

3 Aug.1872 

I Aug. 1874 

3 Aug.1872 
. 1 Aug.1874 

, 5 Jan. 1874 
Sept. 1873 
Sept. 1873 

£12_0 

£100 

£160 
£60 

5s. p. d. 
5s. p. d. 
27s. p. w. 

. I-April, 1873 6s. p. d. 

·1 Mar. 1873 

2 Aug. 1872 

2 Aug, 1872 
10 Nov. 1873 

Jan . .1876 

£100 

£,72 

.£150 
5s. p. d. 
5s. p. d. 

2 Aug. 1872 ls. p'. d~ 

2 Aug. 1872 
Dec. 1874 

2 Aug. 1872 
2 Aug. 1872 
2 Aug. 1872 
2 A.ug. 1872 

Sept. 1874 
Sept. 1874 
Aug. 1872 
_April, 1874 

2 Aug. 1872 
Jan. 1876 
Aug. 1872 
Aug. 1872 
Aug. 1872 
Jan. 1875 
Aug., 1873 

...... ---- . ··- ,. 

Aug. 1872 
Aug. 1872 

Aug. 1872 

,£2-50 
lls. 6d. p. d 
10s. p, d. 
!ls. p. d, 
11s, p. d. -
11s. p. d. 
7s 6d. p. d, 
7s. fill. p. d. 
7s. 6d. p. d. 
IOs. p. d. 
10s. p. d. 
9s. p.a. 
10s. p. d. 
6s. 6ct. p. d .. 
7s, p. d. 
7s. p. d. 
5s. p. d; 

. -- .,. 

£250 
7s. p. d. 

5s. p. d. 

General charge of Department, and communi
cation with Government . 

Charge of accounts and stores, and auditing 
station accounts. 

Receives and banks daily cas:ri, pays wages, 
and Assistant to Manager. 

Checking daily and weekly returns,•~ and 
Assistant to Accountant. 

Clerk in charge of goods and passenger traffic. 
Invoicing; and receiving goods in warehouse. 
Booking passengers and parcels, and keeping 

returns and working telegraph. 
Charge of platform; passengers' luggage, &c. 
Cleaning lamps, carriages, &c. 
Charge of train when on the road, . _ "' 
Shunts the trains, charge of points and 

crossings, -screw couplings, &c. 
Loading and unloading g<Jod~ trucks. 
Clean offices and take messages, 
Night watchman. 

Clerk in charge of goods and passengev- traffic 
and telegraph. · · 

Ditto. 

Clerk in charge of goods and passenger traffic. 
Invoicing and receiving goods in the ware

house, and working telegraph .... 
Goods and passengers. 

Ditto. 
Night watchman. 

Clerk in charge of goods and passenger traffic 
and telegraph. 

Ditto, 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 
Goods and pass·engers. 

Ditto, 

Charge of locomotives, carriages, and wae;nn ,. 
Rolling stock repairs.. . . 

· Ditto. 
Driver. 

Ditto. 
·Ditto. 

Fireman. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 

Painting rolling stock; linildings, &c. 
.Carriage and wagon building and repair,. 

Ditto. 
I1;on work for carriages, wag6ns, &c . 
Striker. 
Issue of stores, fireman to stationary cnr:·i·,,,. 
Works steam pumps at Longford and D-.h-

. raine. 
1 

Control of permanent way and works. 
Each in charge of 5 miles of the roorl fll~ d 

gang of 3"men. 
Repairs to permanent way. 
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LAUNQESTON AND WESTERN RAILWAY. 

LIST of Indents fo.rwarded to England tltrouglt Mr. i·. F. L. JErrER, B.A.,1 C.E., Impecting 
En_gineer for tlte Launceston&" Western Railway in London. 

£ s. d. 
6 Steel Crossings, lead 1 in 10, at £25 each ••••••.•• ; ••••••••••••••..••• 
100 tons 72-lb, Rails.\ ••••••..••••.•.•....••••..••.•••.•••....•••••• 

150 0 0 
1000 0 0 

--·-•-··-· ---- -1--pair-ofleading wheels for Engine, .No. 5 •••.••• ,. ••..•.••••••••••..••.• 
2 Cranes to lift 5 tons • • • • • • • • • • • • • •••••••••.•••••••.•••••.•..•••.• 

30 0 0 
240 0 0 

-----
TOTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• £1420 0 0 

V. 

R. W~ LORD, Secretary and Manager. 
23. 12. 76. 

LAUNCESTON AND WESTERN RAILWAY. 

TOTAL Amount of Indents, 1873-6, including tlte etctrriordinary Addition to Equipment made by 
tlte Government at time of Transfe1·, amounting to £6306 6s. 9d. ·: · · · : · · · · · · 

Additional Stock ordered by Government at the time of transfer. 

1873. Wheel Tyres, Steam Pumps ·and Boilers, Axles, 2 Break Vans (Pas
W.l!J:.1,.,_ r sengers ), Iron work for new Goods Wagons, Break Van Springs, 

····- Buffers, freight, &c. • • • • • • . . . . . • • • • • . . . • . . . . . . • • . . . • • • • • • 

£ s. d; £ s. d. 

1874.( DN ew Engine and Tender (No. 5), Planing Machine, freight, &c .•••• 
3490 17 11 
2815. 8 10 

1874. 

1875._ 

r,,,.,.,.., 
1876. 

Ordinary Stores, &c., since transfer. 
Oils, Colors, Varnish, &c., freight •..•.•..••••••.•••••.•••..•..•. 
Switches and Crossings (renewals), freight ..•.••••••••.••...••.• 
Leading Springs, Crank Ax!~, New Wheel Press, Boiler Prover, 

Water Heater, freight, &c .••••• .- ••••......•••••..•..•..•••• 
Cotton Waste, Iron Rails, freight, &c .•••.•••••••••.....•..•..•• 

Flange Rails, Caniage Wheels, Axles, Axle Boxes, Volute Draw 
Springs, Bearing Springs, Shields, freight .•.•••.••..•••..•.... 

532 18 
381 1 

6306 6 9 

409 4 9 
· 465 14 5 

0 
3 

913 19 3 

547 17 1 

£8643 2 3 
===-= 

ROBT. M. JOHNSTONE, Accountant. 
3. 1. 77. 

VI.. 

CASCADES GAOL BUILDINGS . 

.Ordered, That there be laid upon the Table· of this House-
l. 'l'he Estimate under which Par!iament sanctio~ed the sum of £5000 for defraying tlie cost 

of additional Buildings and A,lterations at the Cascades Establishment, in Hobart Town. _ · 
2. The Name of the Architect employed to prepare the Plans and Specifications of the work, 

and the amount paid for such service. · 
3. The Plans and Specifications referred to. 
4. The Amount of the accepted Tender for the work, and the Heads of Service against.which 

the cost forms a charge. . 
5. A Statement showing the probable total Cost of com11leting. the W orks,-distin!rtiishfo..,. the 

Amounts under the Contract from Stores and Materials to be supplied by the Governrn;nt. 
0 

6. The probable Cost of Supervision. (llfr. Gmy.) 
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Re JVorks, Cascades. . 

1. ·No detailed Estimate was prepared or submitted to Parliament, nor could this be done ·until. 
plans and specification particularly defining the work had been prepared. The sum of £5000 was merely 
an approximate aniount named by the Department. 

' 2. The· plans were designed and partially prepared by the Department. Assistance, however, w~~ 
obtained from Mr. E. C •. Rowntree to complete. the drawings, :who was paid for his services the sum of 
£2510s. · ' 

3. Plans and Specifications herewith. 

4. £5350, an~-p~·ic~s ~s ·per· schedule for extras ·or deductions .. To be charged to vote of £5000 
under Act. Balance £273 7s. 1d. of vote under Act 31 Viet. No. 24. Balances of votes 1876 and 1877 
~n Estimates for Gaols; Alt~1:ations and :ffepajrs to Gaols. Fm;ther provision to be made f~~ excess •. 
, 

5. . . c~;tr~ct· _. •• _. •••••••••••••.••.••..• 
. '.rimber, g-_lass, _iron:,. •••••.•.•.••••••••• 
ConJi~gencies .••••••.••••••••. , ••••• 

£ 
5350 
500 
150 

. Extras. :111)t previously anticipated, say. , 1150 
Architect's fees........... • • • • • • • • • • 200 
Clerk of Works........... • • • • • • • • 150 

7."otal •••• 

£ 

6000 

.1500 

£7500 

= 
6. Answered as above,-say ·£350 to £400. (Paid· Overseer Moore £34 8s. 6d.) 

WILLIAM SMITH, Clerk .Public Wo1'1,s. 
26 Sept., 1876. 

'.I.'1rn PuBLIC WoRKs CoNSTRUCTION AcT, 1875. 

Foi· defraying tlte Cost of addit-ional Buildings and Altei·ations at the Cascades Establishment in 
Hoba1·t Torvn. 
V OTE-£5000. 

Plans and specifications were prepared for these ,vorks 'and tenders received in April last. The 
lowest, that of E. G. Ford at £5350, was accepted; also for any extras or deductions that might be 
ordered by the Director of Public Works at the prices stated in Schedule attached to tender. 

.. ., Mr. James Moore, who liad been previously employed for several years as working ·-overseer with 
Prison Gang, being a mason and bricklayer by trade, was appointed as overseer constantly to supervise 
the_s_e -w:orks. · .., 

Under date 31st .August this contract was placed under the supervisron of Mr. Henry Hunter, 
Architect, wl10 has appointed a Clerk of Works instead of Overseer Moore, whose services in this respect 
were discontinued from the 2nd September. 

Certain mateiials are provided by the Government for these works ; viz. iron and glass obtained from 
England, hardwood boards supplied under separate contract, and.bricks procured from Port Arthur. 

Owing to unforeseen circumstances in connexion with bad foundations and nature of ground a large 
··expenditure has been incurred for concrete which was never anticipated when plans were prepared. Thi) 
total cost of works under present contract is estimated as under-

Contract ...••..•..••••••••.•••••.. 
T.imber, glass, and iron .••••••••••.••• 
Contingencies ...•.........•...•.•.• 

Extras, most of which is for concrete not 
. previously° :iriticipate<l, say .•.•••.• ~. 
Architect's foes ........•....•••••••• 
Clerk of Works .••• , •••••••• , •••••• 

£ £ 
5350 

500 
150 

1150 
200 
150 .-

6000 

1500 
£7500 

Expended, as per details.· .••••••• ~ •.••••••••••• · ••••• ,·u·• •• , ..•••••••• ,... £1522 17 6 



(Parlia1nentaiy Pape1·, No. 109.) 

. _·_r_ .. _··-•·-N_.A._M_E_• _• --11---·-· ----------P.A._R_T_IC_U_LA_R_S• __________ _ 

'('' -· ' 

ADDITiON.AL BUILDINGS AND ALTERATIONS A'l' THE GAOL AND 
CORRECTION, CASCADES .. 

39 Viet. No. 22, Public Works "Act, 1875, .and 31 Viet. No. 24. 
.W. Clar4. .. • . . . . . . Making racks for packing tim]?er, February, 1876 ..•.••••••••.• 
E. C. Rowntree.. . . Payment on account of plans, &c., Cas·cade Works, March •••••• 
' · Ditto. • • • • • • . . Balance on ditto . .- .••.••••.••••••••••••• • •.. · ••• -. ••.•••••• • 
W. Clark.~~ •• ·.• • • Packing bo3:rds, &c,, March ..••.••••••••..••.••....•••••••• 
Davies Bros ...•• ·• • .Advertising for tenders for boards and works, January •.•.•••••• 
H. Chesterman.. . . Boards as per contract, February and March •••••••••.•••••••• 
J as. Moore .. . • • • • • Extra allowance to overseer prison gang for mechanical labour, 

January to March ••• .-••.•.•• .- •••••••••••• · ••.......••••. 
Ditto .•••••••• 

E. G. Ford ....•••• 
W. Clark ..•.••••• 
Wm. Mead ..•••••• 
Wm. Connolly .••• 

Ditto ..•....•• 
Ditto .••••.•.. 

Jas. Moore ........ . 
A. T. Morrison ... . 
E. G. Ford ..•.••.• 
Hy. Chesterman .•. 
·wm.Mead •.....•• 
J as. Moore .... ~ ••. ~ 
Thos. White .•••••• 
Wages .Abstract .•... 

Overseer on repairs and supervising works, June .••..••.•.••.•• 
First instalment on contract for works, Cascades, July 19th •••••• 
Procuring bricks at Port ·Arthur for Cascades, June ..•••••••••• 
New box-cart for procuring bricks, ditto, .August ..•.•••••••••• 
Carting bricks to water's edge, Port Arthur; for shipment. July and 

August .....••• ; ••••••••••••••..•••••••• ; • -•••••••.•••..• 
Ditto •..•.•••••••••••..•.•.•••••.•••••.•••.•••••••••• 
Ditto ..•••••••.••••••. .- •.• .- •. · •.•.•••• , •••• • • , • · • • • • , • 

Supervising works at Cascades, August and S~ptember .••..•••• 
. Making tracing of plans ••••.•• , ••••••••••••..•••.•.••.•••.• 
2nd instalment on confract for additional buildings, September 16th 
Timber for stacking boards, February ....••.•.•....•••••••••• 
Cartage of bricks, schooner to Cascades, June, J ulv •••.•••.•••• 
Supervising works at Cascades, July ...•. , •.••.•••••••••••••• 
.Assisting in procuring bricks, June and July •••••..•....•.•••• 
Men procuring bricks at Port Arthur, July .••••••••.•••••••••• 

.A.MOUNT, 

£ s. d. 

HOUSE OF 

1 12 0 
10 .0 0 
15 10 0 

3 4 0 
2 8 0 

272 14 6 

1 . 19 0 
11 1 0 

600 0 0 
3 4 0 

12 0 0 

7 4 11 
20 0 0 

3 8 1 
12 6 6 
2 10 0 

500 0 0 
4 2 0 
2 2 0 

11 1 0 
3 2 6 

23 8 0 

£1522 17 6 
= 

MEMORANDUM. 
WILL Mr. Henry Hmi.ter be good enough to furnish the following for the information of the 

G9vernment :- · 
, Required to know the cost of the present works at the Cascades so far as carried out under Mr. E. G. 

Ford's Contract; viz., what he considers would be a reasonable amimnt to be paid the Contractor for work 
cl9pe in the event of the work being stopped. 

Also 1he value of the Materials on the ground, and the cost of the Materials purchased by the 
Government. · · 

Also the cost of re-roofing that portion of the old buildings and cells at present uncovered, erecting 
the outside boundary wall, and putting the building in a proper state of repair. . 

q. O'REILLY, 111ini.ste1· qf La.nds and Works. 
19th Octobe11

, 1876. 

ME111ORANDU11:l in 1·eply to Enqui1·ies fi·oin the Ron. the J11iniste1· ef Lands and Wo1·Tts, dated 19th 
instant, 1·elative to Gaol Buildings at Cascades. 

1. VALUE of work done to date, including probable amou_nt of compensation to be paid 
in the event of the works being discontinued .......••••••••••••••••••••••••. 

Of this suin £1100 h_ave been already paid to Contractor. · · 
2. Value of Materials on the ground, inclllding cost of Timber, Iron, aml Glass supplied 

by the Government .•••• , . • • . • . . ..•••••••••••••.••..•••••.••••••••••••• 
This includes Slates and Lead ordered by the Contractor from England and now on the 

voyage out, the probable cost of wl1ich, Mr. Ford· inforhis me; will be about £900 landed 
here. The cost of the Port ~rthur bricks is not included. · · · · 

3. Probable cost of ,re-roofing that portion of the old buildings and cells at present 
uncovered, erecting outside boundary wall, and putting the building ·in a proper 

· · "state of repitir, .would be.• •.••. • •. • .. · .• .• •••. • .. · .• .. • ...•. • ..•.•..••..••..•••••••••• 
This includes re-erection of a Mess-room and Workshop at end of the large yard, which 

was pulled down, and which Mr. Boyd tells me_ could not be dispensed with. Another 
'building has been pulled down also to make space for proposed new kitchen, &c. I have 
·not, however, calculated upon 1·ebuilding this. 

£22-57 

£1693 

£1795 

£5745 
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· There appea~·s to be ~n· impression that I have_stated, or it is inferred from my Report, that the site of 

these buildings could not be drained, I neither stated, .nor_ did I w_ish it to be inferred, that I held ariy' 
such opiniori. '!'he site cari easily be drai~ed, but, as I said· in my Report, " great additional expense 
:must be incurred upon a proper a_nd efficient systerri of drainage." · . . . · . 

HENRY HUNTER, .Superintending Architect Cascades Gaol Buildings:.-
. . 18, Macquarie-street, 20th October, 1876. 

The Hon. the .1Winister qf Lands and Worhs. 

NoTE.-Paragraph 2 states Value of Materials to be £1693·. Of this sum the Iron, Glass, Slates, 
and Lead represent about £1200, and would remain in the hands of the Government, available for use 
upon other works. No portion of these would be required in reinstating the old buildings.-H.H. 

VIL 
[ Gazette of the 2,!5th.] 

LANDS AND WORKS OFFICE. 

Hobm·t Tmvn, 20th January, 1876,. 
TENDERS will be received till noon on the 26th inst. for the supply-of Hardwood Boards for the" Cas-
cades," in accordance with the specification which can be seen at this Office.. . 

(Signed) WM. MOORE, Director qf Public Works. 

TIMBER REQUIRED AT THE CASCADES ..... 

. Total i~feet, I ; . . ... . . 

IJescription. No; Length. Br(!adth and Remarks. tltickness, sup. , 
" 

i • • •:. -------- ---- ------
feet. 

Boards ..... 3000 ]4 5in. x l¼in. 21,875 These boards to· be cut out of the best stringy: 
Ditto.; .. 1000 12 5 in. x I¼ in, 6250 bark trees, not less than 3 ft: 6 in. diameter: 
Ditto •... 3000 l6 6 in. X fin; 24,000 straight grained, free from gum veins, sap,. 

1000 12 6 in. X i in. 6000 heart -shakes, and all. other uefects, cut on the 
---- quarter to regular widLhs, thicknesses, . ancl 

58,125 straight.' .. , 

The whole of these boards to be delivered at the Cascades within one m~nth f~o~- the date of acceptance of 
Tender in the following prOJJortions :-One-third in a fortnight, and balance within t_he 4.weeks ... ,, _. 
· Offers will be received for the whole or any portion oi same. . . : . : 

Tms is a Memo; furnished by the Overseer of Works to the Hon. the Minister, who directed that Tenders 
·should at once be invited for the supply and delivery of this timber at the Cascades,-(vide advertisement 
in newspaper), and which were received on 26th Jan, 1876 .. (2 only-C. Deardon; Facy, Hay, & Co.) 
. WILLIAM SMITH. 

28. 8. 76, 

. .-~ Hoba1·t Torvn, 26tli January, 1876. s~ .. 
. · · IN compliance with your application for the supply of boards_ for "Cascades" I bfg to tender for one

. half the quantity of each kind; viz.-5 in. X l¼ in. at 8s. 6d. per 100 ft. ; 6 in. X i in. at 9s. 6d. per 100 
ft; For the whole quantity; viz.-5 in. x l¼ in,, at 8s. 9d. per :100 ft.; 6 in. x i in., at 9s. 9d. per 
100 feet. · 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) C. DEARDON, 1.Wanager, 

The Hon. the J.ifi~ister of Lands J Worhs. 
Garden Island Greek Sarv .lVIill.~ Company. 

APPROVED for the whole. 
(Signed) WM. MOORE. 

26, L-76. 

THE original of this was sent to Treasury on 25th April, 1876, with C. Deardon's account for boards~ 
W. SMITH. 

29. 8. 76. 
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Sm, 
Hobart ':[.'own, 26th Janum'y, -1876. 

IN accordance w~th an, advertisemen.t in this morning's Mm·c1try, we beg to te~der for the supply of 
hardwoocl boarcls, to be delivered at the Cascades, at the following rate; vjz.-'.ren shillings (10s.) p~r 
100 feet, all or none. An immediate auswer will oblige. The barge Hero, belonging to our establish
ment, is c;letained speciaUy until the resul_t is )q1own. 

Tlte Hon. tlte Director.of Pttblic Wm·hs. 

VIII .. 

We are, &c., 
(Signed) FACY, HAY, & CO 

RETURNS of extra Cost of J?la'(ls an<J, Specifications prepq,red outside tlte Department, and 
Supervision executed, since 1872. 

Name of Wo1·k. 

Penguin Creek Breakwater .. 

Emu Bay Jetty ........... . 
Huon River Bridge ....•...•. 
Mersey Bridge ....••........ 

Aitken's Ford Bridge 

~ennder Bridge ..•..•...•.. 

Table ·cape Breakwater ..••.. 

Black River Bridge ..•..•.... 

Don Breakwater .....••..... 

Ouse Bridge .. · .•..... .- ..•... 

Plenty Bridge • , ....••. , ..... 

Cost of Plans 
. and . 

Specifications. 

£ s. d .. 
9 12 0 

10 0 0 
H2 4 0 

4 17 6 

l 10 o 

27 10. 0 

14 10 0 

10 8 0 

.Cost qf' 
Supervision. 

£ s. d. 
126 0 0 

30 0 0 
202 3 0 
55 0 0 
(say) 

256 0 0 

100 10 0 

35 0 0 

81 10 0 

50 0 0 

Remarl1s. 

Special officer employed at IOs. per day to supervise 
this work. 

Special officer employed. 
Work completed, lOs. per day to special officer. 
Promoters had 2 or 3 c)esigus prepared for this 

bridge. Supervised by Mr. R. Oldlmm at 2~ per 
cent. on contract sum. · 

Promoters propose deducti~1g tho cost of supervision 
incurred through del11y of contractor from balance 
due to him. · . 

Work not yet completed. Special supci·vision still 
employer! at tho rate of 10s. per clay. 

\Vork still progressing. Speci_al supervision still 
employed at £2 per week, 

Work completed. 10s. per day paid for special 
officer 10 supm·vise. 

Amount not yet paid for supcrv1s1011. Special 
officer employed. 

}

These bridges have not yet been commenced. A 
tender hns been accepted for the Ouse b~idge, 
but no arrangements made for supervision. 

· · These are Special Works curried out under the provisions of "The Loeul Public Works Act." In each case tlic 
Promotrrs have a Special Officer to supervise the work: the cost of this supervision is paid for in the same wuy as _the 
wo1·k. The Department supervises. on behalf of the Government. · 

Deloraine and .Circular Head 
Telegraph ............••.. 

Cascades Buildings ....•..... 
George's I.lay, Roads, &c. _ ... 
Laying out Tracks and super,
. vising works, &c. . •.•••... 

Sundry works •• , ••••••••.••. 

2:8 0 0 

41 4 0 

WILLIAl\I SMITH. 

133 7 4 _Special superv1,10n over the construction of this 
line of telegraph. 

162 7 0 Superintending,Arehitbct's Fees, and Clerk of Works 
t,6 0 0 S1Jecial Eervices ·by Mr. Human, C.E. 

57 2 0 Assistance to lay out roads, &c., also marking out 
tr:1cks. 

22 l8 0 Assistail(:e to prepare plans, &c. tor sundry works, 
also to luy out roads under Waste Land_s Act. 

WILLIAM SMITH, Clerk Public Works. 
10 January, 1877. 



.. 

IX. 
RETURN of Tradesmen employed on Repairs, not under Coniract, wW~. tM :['o.ta_lAmount paid 

to eacli, during the Year 1875.. 

:N_ame of Tradesma'IJ,, Amount paid to each 
d'l!ring tlJ,e Year. 

Rema_rks, 

----------- ----------,-- ---,---.,..,---,-,.--,- ,,....,,,..,..--,,----------~~ 

Whitesides & Son ...•. 
. Hamilton & Son_s , • , • , , 
B. Smith ._ • ••. _• .• _ .. • • , , .••• 
Woolley ••• · .••.••••.• 
Pearson ••••••..•••••• 
Meech •.....•••••••••• 
Hyatt ••••••....•••••• 
Harbottle Brothers •••••• 
Mullen & Son •••••.•• ;. 
Maher •••••..•••••.... 
Farmilo •••••••••• , ••• 
Day ••.••••••••••.•.•. 

·Roffey •••••••••••••••• 
·'.Rigby • ; : • ~ , : : • : ~ _: •• _: : 
James· Burgess •••••••• 
C. K. Ellis •.•.•.•.•••• 
Briant ...•••••••••• ~ •. 
Healing •.••••• · •..•••• 
Hobart Town Gas Com-

pany .....••....••.. 
R.H. Stabb ..•••.•••• 
Geo. Green .•••.••••.•.. 
Reynolds •.••.••••• , •• 
Messeter ....•..••••.•. 
Coleman ~ : •••• : • : : •• : • 

Rollins ••..••••••••• ." .•• 
G. Dayis .••••••.••••••. 
Otto ; .• ; ............ : 
Ray ..•• , ... ' .. · .• .. • .. • • 
La~mceston Gas Company 
Thomas .•••......•..•. 
Hickman ••.•.•••••••• 
J?_owell, •• ~ • , , , , .•. • •. ,• .. 
l.\;Iea_d ... , , , , , , •.• , ..•. 
A. Grubb .•••••••••••• 
J_. A. Webb' .•• ~ ; , : , _: •• 
W. Hall ....•••••••••• 
w; Norris .• : •• : • ; • : : . 
·w. Carpenter ••••••. : : . 
;J. P,. Dooley •• , ••• , ••• 
'.rhomas White , •• , ••••. 
-Stewart .•.••.••••••••• 
,! . P pqhurcl~ • · •. : .••••• 
~-' James , •. , , ••. _ _. •.. • •• 
7,1_. ;LockiEJ ,• •• , .• , , ..••. 
Ji Frei;ich • , , • , ••• ·, ., ••• 
Williams .•••••••..•••• 
Wall bridge •...• , , : •••• 
W. Titmus .• ; • : • ••..•. 
Anderson •••.•••.•••••• 
Templar .••••••••••••. 
Eustace •••••••••••••• · 
Cooper .••.••• ,, 1 ; ·.·; ~, .•. 

Babi~gton •••• , •••• ; •. • 
Peter ••••..•••••••••• 
R_odgers •••••• -· •••••• 
John Ellis ..•.•••••••• 

ToTAL •••••••• 

£ s. d. 
207 7 7 
646 8 1 
i65 7 6 
il5 11 7 
372"16 9 
152 19 6 

5 0 0 
1315. 10 6 

153 13 10 . 
262 4 10 

37 11 2 
8 0 0 

· 338 11 10 
74 13 8 
15 19 0 
68 5 2 
12 8 0 
2 2 0 

104 7 8 
84 17 5 

225 16 1 
16 10 0 
2 0 0 

98 4 Ji 

0 6 0 
9 0 0 

17 1 4 
3 18 6 
0 6 6 
6 16 0 
5 5 0 
l lO 0 
7 5 6 
0 4 0 

14 0 0 
1 10 0 
7, o 0 
7 6 0 

16 17 6 
10 12 6 
5 9 0 
3· 5 0 

JO O 0 
7 13 6 
5 8 6 

39 19 2 
11 8 9 
9 3 () 
0 10 0 
0 13 0 
3 15 0 
o i"o o 
0 8 6 
(J 19 0 
1 10 0 

~8 1 2 

£4722 16 0 

1 The principal pai:t of this expEJnditure was for furnitur~ 

J 
3:nd repairs to furnit~re for H_is ~x;c~llencrs Estaqc 
hshment. · · · · · · · . 

} Blacksmiths' work, labo,ur, materials. , 

1 P\linter~' work, labour a~d mat,erials. Out of the amount 
I paid to Mr. Harbott\e during 1875,_ $1241 l~s. 6d. 
I was for special wor~s at Gcivernrn,(!i;lt House. A 

l
r schedule of_ pdc~s ['?r certai~ Jabour and ·i:iaterials 

. was taken 1Ii t\ns m,stanc.~ b~forehand, wlnch w,as 
) authoris~d by the Hor,t. th~ Minister, 
l 
I C1;1,rpenters' work, labotn· ang, materials. Out of tlrn 
l amount .paid. to Roffey in 1875 t,h~ sum of .;e2G<1 
i 18s. lldi was for laboµr anq ~!l,teri_a).s on sp~cia\ ~orks J at Governm~nt House. · · · · 

_P~·incipally" work at Goyernment House. 

7 Masons and Bricklayers' :work, labour and· material~. 
(" Speciii,l _ works at Government House and Quee11',; 

) Asylum. 
Bellhanger and Locksmith. The only tradesman in this 

branch of any repute in the City. Always emplo:n tl 
by this Department. The principal portion of tLi~ 
sum was for work at Govefoment House. 

7-
~Tirismiths' work. 

J 
1 
~Sundry works, Hobart To~n. · 

) 
l 

I G,n<ll·,l ,ep,i,s to Police and othe, buildings, &,. I .. throughout tq, Colony, 

>General works and repairs, &c. at Launceston. 

I 
I 
J 

WILLIAM SMITH, Clerk Public TfTorl.s. 
10th Jan. 1877. 



YEAR, 

1855 ••.• 
1856 .... 
1857 .... 
1858 .... 
1859 .... 
1860 .... 
1861. ... 
1862 .... 
1863 .... 
1864. .... 
1865 ..•• 
1866 .... 
1867 .... 
1868 ...• 
1869 .... 
1870 •... 
1871 .... 
1872.; .. 
]873 .... 
1874 .... 
1875 .... 
1876 .... 

Srn, 

28 
.x:, 

·EXPEN.DITURE on Main Line of Road from 1855 to• 1876 inclusive~-

TOLLS RECEIVED, .AMOUNT VOTED, TOT.AL EXPENDED, 
... ----

£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. 
1625 0 (j 10,426 14 2 

.. 
12,051 14 2 

1 1837 5 0 12,882 14 6 14,719 19 6 
1975 .15 10 10,024 9 8- .. 12,000 5 6 
1923 17 6 6149 1 5 8072.18 11 Maintained partly by contrac 
1851 1 8 10,840 13 6 i2,69l 15 2 ' · and ·day work. 
1586 15 0 8316 1 6 . 9902 16 6 I 
172-5 0 0 11,134: 14 11 12,859 14 11 I ... . . 

I 
1757 10 0 6463 9 7 8220 19 7 J " ... 

1702 10 0 3989 10 9 5692 0 9 l 
2072 0 0 6634 19 7 8706 19 7* 
2221 0 0 3766 8 6 5087 8 6 ... - . 

2355 0 0 1643 7 8 3998 7 8 
2350 10 0 1567 18 7-, 3915 8 7 ... 

2185 0 0 1659 2 4 3844 2 4 I 
.. 

22-50 0 0 2767 15 0 5017 15 0 I Day labour employed. Con 
2066 3 5 3952_ 13 8 601817 1 ~ tracts' taken for metal. Ditt 
1913 5 8 3307 1 1 5220. 6 9 for: ~r~~tion of bi·idges. 
2017 13 8 167 14 8 2185 8 4 

0 

2121 0 11 430 1 9 2551, 2 8 
.. . ' 

2030 0 0 409 2 5 2439 2 5 
1830 0 0 657 6 4 2487 6 4 

_j 
. . ~ . 

1640 0 0 Nil. 1640 0 0 
to 1700 

, . . .• 

. '. 

• Damage by floods. 

WILLIAM SMITH, . .Clerlt Public Worl,s. 

XI. 
Launceston, 17th January, 1877. 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yom; letter of 13th instant, requesting me to make any 
suggestions my recent experience may enable me to offer fol' amendments in the Goldfields and Mineral 
Leases .A.cts and Regulations. 

Goldfields.-I am of opinion the Goldfields Regulation Act, 1870, and the Tegulations made there
under dated 14th March, 1871, contain all necessary- provisions for the control and management of the 
goldfields in their present stage of development in this Colony. The regulations appear to meet all require
ments, and I am not aware that any dissatisfaction exists in any quarter. There are three Mining Registrars, 
one stationed in Launceston, one in Fingal, and one in George Town; and three Mining· Surveyors. My 
office is in Launceston, and I visit the several goldfields as of'cen as occasion requires. · 

.llfinerals.-The Mineral Leases Act at present in force is a very imperfect·· measure and altogether 
inadequate, and does not give the necessary statutory power to frame regulations to meet the requirements 
of the rapidly increasing mining industry. The Bill which was printed for introduction into the House of 
.A.ssembly fast session contained all the provisions which appeared to be desirable to be passed into law, and 
_I therefore presume you will not wish me to specify in detail what alterations I would suggest in the exist
ing law. The short .A.et of last session authorising the appointment of Commissioners of Mines, with 
power to adjudicate in cases of dispute,. has remedied the greatest defect in the Mineral Leases Act. My 
office is in Launceston, the most central.and convenient position for all parties interested, and there are six 
Mining Surveyors, a staff which I believe is efficient, I visit the inines when necessary. · 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 
. :BERN.A.RD SHAW, . . 

Co1n1nissione1; ef. Goldfields and. (Joni·nifssioner ef 111-ines~ 
PHILIP TURNER, Esq., C.B., Chairman qf Royal Conimission 

Lands ancl Woi·hs Depa1·tment. 

J,\'I\IES "ll.A.RN.A.RD, 

: _- ,~llViE_RN~,ENT PRINTER, TASMANIA. 


