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NOTES ON THE ABORIGINES OF 
EXTRACTED FROM THE MANUSCRIPT JOURNALS OF GEORGE WASHINGTON WALKER, 

WITH 

AN INTRODUCTION 

BY 

JAMES B. WALKER, F.R.G.S. 

IN the year 1832 Messrs. James Backhouse and George 
Washington W alk;er, two members of the Society of 
Friends,-arrived at Hobart from England. The objects 
of their visit to. the Australian Colonies were philan­
thropic. One purpose they had in view was an 
investigation of the condition of the ·prisoner pop11lation 
and the working of the penal system. Another was an 
enquiry into the treatment of the Aboriginal inhabitants. 
The vario11s Governors afforded them every facility in 
their enquiries, and the reports which they macle from 
time to time had a considerable influence in obtaining an 
amelioration of the condition of the large number of 111e11: 
then under penal discipline. 

In October, 1832, (just 65 years ago), they paid a 
visit to the aboriginal establishment at Flinders Island. 
Mr. Backhouse was an accomplished naturalist, a keen and 
accurate observer, and rendered good service to science by 
his contributions to the Botany of Tasmania ; and his 
"Narrative of a Visit to the Australian Colonies," (Lon­
don, 1843), has given an account of the visit to Flinders 
Island, and has preserved a mass of information respecting 
the aborigines and their·habits, which forms a valuable 
addition to our very limited knowledge of this extinct race. 
On examining Mr. Walker's MS. Journal, which is in · 
my possession, I found a vocabulary of native words and 
also some songs, which have never been printed. The, 
relics of the native language are so few, that this list of 
words, taken clown from the lips of the natives, has a 
distinct value; more especially so· as it precedes by 
nearly fifteen years Dr. Milligan's well-known and 
more extensive vocabulary, which was compiled many 
years after the blacks had come under European 
influences. In submitting these fragments to the Royal 
Society it seemed desirable to take the opportunity of 
collecting Mr. Walker's observations on the aborigine~, 
although part-has already been published in his Memoirs. 
(London, 1862). The accounts of the race are so 
meagre that even the smallest reliable details respecting 
it recorded by an independent qbserver will have a value 
for anthropologists. 

The deadly feud between the natives and the settlers, 
which raged between 1825 and 1830, led to Governor 
Arthur's military operation known as the "Black Line." 
In October, 1830, some 3000 men took the field, to· 
sweep the island from north to south, with the view of 
converging on the Oystei· Bay and Big River tribes, and 
driving them into the cul de sac of Tasman's Peninsula. 
The march commenced on 7th October, 1830, and the, 
line advanced southwards. But the blacks easily slipped 
through its straggling ranks, and when on 26th November­
it closed on East Bay Neck it was found that the prey· 
had escaped. The total result of this levy en masse, at a. 
cost· of £30,000, wa.s the capture of one solitary aborigine .. 
Some months later it was discovered that the supposed 
formidable force opposed to the 3000 men of the line 
was considerably less than a hundred naked savages. 

Consequent on the failure of Arthur's Military Move-· 
ment, efforts were made to capture, either by persuasion 
or force, the " mobs " scattered over the island, with the 
view of removing them to a place of. safety, 'where they 
would be under the care and protection of the Govern-· 
ment, and powerless to molest the settlers further. By 
the encl of 1830 some 56 had been captured. They· 
were placed temporarily on Swan Island, in Bass Strait .. 
This was only a desolate granite rock, and the blacks 
were soon removed to Gun Car,riage, or V ansittart 
Island. This also proving unsuitable, they were finally 
transferred in 1831 to Flinders Island. As George 
Augustus Robinson, in his daring mission of c9nciliatio11,. 
accomplished what the whole force of the colony had 
failed in, and persuaded other "mobs" to s:irrencler 
themselves, fresh captives were continually transported 
to the new settlement. For 15 years Flinders was the 
home of the miserable remnant of the native tribes of· 
Tasmania, and for the greater part of them it was­
destined to become their grave. 

Messrs. Backhouse and vY alker visited the settlement 
in the spring of 1832 (October), a few months :dter the 
blacks had been transported thither, and it is from a 
report made by them to Goyernor ~'1.rthur at his request,. 
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:and from the MS. journal of Mr. Walker, that I have 
gleaned a few particulars respecting the aborigines as 
·,they appeared when undergoing the process of civilisa-
:,tian on Flinders Island. · 

It was in September, 1832, that the Friends sailed 
from Hobart in the Government cutter Charlotte, placed 
at their disposal by Governor .Arthur. The vessel 
touched at Port Arthur, which had been established two 
years before as a penal station, and then proceeded on 
.her voyage to Flinders Island. After running con­
•sidera-ble risk of shipwreck in the dan!:!erous navigation 
,of the Straits, the Clim·lotte anchored under Green 
Island, and a boat took the visitors to the Aboriginal 
:Station, three miles off, at "The Lagoons." They say: 
-'' Though,· according to their usual custom towards 
,strangers, they at first seemed scarcely to notice us, yet, 
-when spoken to by the Commandant, their cheerful 
-countenances, hearty laughs, and good natured manne~·s, 
produced an agreeable impression." The visitors noted 
{perhaps with surprise) that " their countenances ex­
hibited none of that marked ferocity which has been 
ascribed to them." Further observation- strengthened 
-th€ first impression, and they came to the conclusion that 
the "Tasmanian aborigines deserved the character of a 
;good-tempered race. 

There were at this time at the settlement 78 natives 
in all-44 men, 29 women, and only 5 children. They 

. looked plump and healthy, notwithst:tnding that they, 
had been suffering from · shortness of provisions. The 
.-arrangements for supplies had been shamefully deficient. 
The white· people had ~or some time ·been living on 
-oatmeal and potatoes, whrnh -were far from good. The 
,blacks, who abhorred oatmeal, live_d on potatoes· and 
:rice. Fortunately mutton-birds ( Nectris b1·evicaudus) 
,supplemented their scanty provision. A little while 
before, when left in charge of Surgeon lVl'Lachlan on 
-desolate Gun Carriage, if it had not been £or some 
potatoes they obtained from the sealers, the unfo1·tunate 
iblacks would have been actually starved. 

The site of the settlement at "The Lagoons" was · 
most unsuitable. It was a narrow sandbank, running 
parallel with the shore, and producing nothing but fern 
and scrub. It was bounded on one side by the sea, and 
-on the other side by a salt lagoon bordered with thick 
.tea-tree, and .cutting off access to the main. 

When first placed on the islands the blacks had been 
put under the charge of , most unsuitable officers . 
ignorant men, quite unfit for the difficult and delicate 
task of managing; savages fresh from their native forests. 
It was not therefore strange that at first there was 
much disorder, and that quarr~ls between members of 
-different tribes were of frequent occurrence. At -this 
·time, however, they were under the care of a com­
mandant, who threw himself into the work before him 
-with an unselfish enthusiasm. The commandant was 
Lieutenant William J. Darling, a young officer of the 
-63rd Regiment, a brother of Sir Charles Darling, who 
was afterwards ( 1863_-66) Governor of Victoria. He 
wa,s ably seconded by the surgeon, Arch:ibald M'Lachlan. 
·The self-denying exertions of these two officers for the 
•welfare of the poor blacks ca~not be too highly praised. 
To promote their adva1Jcement in civilisation the Com-:­
manclant and ·Surgeon spared no pains. They treated 
them with uniform and patient kindness and consiclera­
-tion. They seldom sat down to breakfast or tea in their 
--own little weatherboard huts without having some 
.aborigines as guests, with the view of exciting in them a 
.desire for improvement in civilisation. 

Yet the arrangemen_ts £or the aborigines, well meant 
as they undoubtedly were, seem to have been singularly 
injudicious. They were lodged at night in shelters or 
"breakwinds." These "breakwinds" were thatched 
roofs sloping to the ground, with an opening at the top 
to let out the smoke, and closed a,t the ends, with the 
exception _of a doorway. They were twenty feet long 
by ten feet wide. In each of these from twenty to 
thirty blacks were lodged. The fires were made along 
the centre of the breakwind, and the people squatted or 
lay on the ground around them. Blankets were pro­
vided- for them to sleep 'in. To savages accustomed to 
sleep naked in the open air beneath the rudest shelter, 
the change to close and heated dwellings tended to make 
them susceptible, as they had never been in their wild 
state, to chills from atmospheric changes, and was only 
too well calculated to induce those severe pulmonary 
diseases which were destined to prove so fatal to 
them. 

The same may be said of the use of clothes. In their 
wild state the blacks had gone eutirely naked in all 
weathers, protecting their bodies ag8inst the elements by 
rubbing them with grease. At the settlement they were 
compelled to wear clothes, which they threw off when 
heated or when they found them tr01tblesome, and when 
wetted by rain allowed them to dry on their bodies. In 
the case of the Tasmanians, as with other wilcl tril)es 
accustomed to go naked, the use of clothes had a most 
mischievous effect on their health. In their native bush 
the constant and strenuous exertion which they were 
compelled to make in hunting wil~l animals for necessary 
food kept them lmrdy and healthy. Cooped up in the 
settlenient and regularly feel, they lost. the motive for 
'exertion, and sank into a li:f.e of listless inaction, in which 
they lost their natural vigour, and became an easy prey 
to any disease that attacked them. 

Mr. R. H. Davies, 'who has given us oµe of the most 
reliable- of all· the accounts of the aborigines, remarks 
that in spite of their having been treated ,,,ith uniform 
kindness in their captivity, their numbers rapidly de­
creased ; the births ";ere very ::ew ai1d the deaths 
numerous. "This," says he, "may have been in great 
measure owing to their change of- living and food, hut 
much more to their banishment from the mainland of 
Van Diemen's Land, which is visible from Flinders 
Island ; and the mttives have often pointed it out to me 
with_ an expression of the deepest sorrow depicted on 
their countenances.''. In fact, the. unhappy captives 
pined and died from " home sickness.'' 

How to treat the poor remnant of the native tribes 
was a.difficulty, 1'>erhaps an insolub~e problem under the 
circumstances. If they coulcl have been left in posses­
simi of. a portion. of their ancient hunting-gro1uids-a. 
reserve to which they could have been confined-they 
might have lived healthily and even happily for a long 
period of years, though even that would not have averted 
the · final doom. But the feud b0tween the two races 
had been too deadly- to permit of their being left in 
proximity, and the seclusion of an island ":as imperative, 
as much for the protection of the blacks as for the safety 
of the whites. . 

.. To the credit of the authorities, it must be said that 
£rom the_time Lieut. Darling took 'Jharge in 1832 every 
possible effort was made to secure the well-being of the 
few survivors of the native tribes. They were well 
supplied with food, and they supFlementecl the ordinary 
supplies by taking mutton-birds and their eggs, and, 
while the game lasted, by occasional hunting excursions . 
Tea and potatoes ,were their favourite diet. Of tea 



1highly sweetened they seemed to be able to ~rink any 
•quantity. Milk they grew very fond of. Mutton and 
.beef they preferred to salt meat a.nd even to kangaroo ; 
.but such rare luxuries they seldom had the opportunity 
,of enjoying. Their appetites were enormous. Davies 
states that a native woman at the settlement was one day 
-watched by an officer, and seen to eat between fifty and 
,sixty mutton-bird eggs-as large as those of a cluck­
besides a double allowance of bread. Whether this 
,story is true or not, I do not venture an opinio~. But it 
is well known that the Australian native, like other 
·savages accustomed to long compulsory fasts, has a boa­
•consti·ictor-like power of gorging himself far beyond the 
•extreme capacity of a European. · 

The blacks on Flinders also developed an extreme 
:fondness for tobacco. "\,Vhen not occupied in cooking or 
:in hunting they were rarely without a pipe. One pipe 
·was made to serve several. After the husband had taken 
,a few whiffs it was passed to the wife, and then to 
•0 others. If a stranger was present, nothing would please 
.them more than that he also should take a whiff from 
,the pipe. 

The care of the authorities extended far beyond en­
:suring them plentiful food. No exertion was spared to 
,drill these children of nature into the habits of a civilisa­
tion unto which they were not born. If not apt, they 
were certainly docile pupils. Their good humour, which 
,struck the French voyagers as remarkable, is constantly 
referred to by the Friends. They say: "The opportuni­
""ties we have had of forming an estimate of the aboriginal 
"character have strongly impressed us _with the opinion 
"that they are not naturally a treacherous v,nd ferocious 

. ·"noi' a vindictive people. Their uniform chee'rfulness 
"and agreeableness of manner forbid the ·idea of inherent 
·"ferocity. The treachery and outrages they have ex­
·" perienced at the hands of Europeans excited at one 
'' time a spirit of revenge, under the influence of which 
"retaliation was made on some of the innocent people of 
'"Van Diemen's Land as well as on the guilty, a thing 
·"not uncommon even in what are termed civilised wars. 
"Some of those on the Settlement, who are known to 
·"have taken a part in avenging· the wrongs of their 
"countrymen, have since proved themselves to be men of 
·"kind and affectionate dispositions, and have won the 
"'return of the same kindly feelings which they have 
·" shown in their intercourse with each other." 

Instances of thei1; good-natured readiness to please are 
related by the Friends. One woman, on the visitors 
,expressi1:ig a wish to have a sample of the inside of the 
:fern-tree, which was an article 9f ordinary food with the 
blacks, made a journey of some miles into the bush to 
:procure it. Another collected a considerable quantity of 
fern root, and prepared it in the native manner, because 
•one of the visitors had desired to see it in the state in 
'Which the blacks were accustmn:ed to eat it. In their 
intercourse with each other they showed a like good 
,nature. The Friends noticed that in the daily distribu­
;tion of food, though the division was often very unequal, 
-there was no dissatisfaction because one got· more than 
.another. They showed the most· perfect good temper 
1throughout. 

The absence of disturbances or crimes of violence 
·during their· captivity on Flinders Island is of itself a 
,sufficient proof that the idea, so commonly entertained 
. at the time, of their .untamab1e ferocity, was not well 
founded. Yet, the Aborigines Committee, in t83Q, in 
,their Report to the Governor, stated their belief "that 
the Aborigines of this Colony are insensible to kindness, 
,devoid of g.enerous feelings, bent on reYenge." 
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The tractability of the captive blacks at the Settle-' 
ment was remarkable. They acted• like good natured 
children, and were as imitative as monkeys. Thus, at a. 
religious service, at which some of. them were present, 
they behaved with great decorum, anc1 during prayer 
turned their faces to the wall in imitation of the whites_ 
When they were presented with Scotch capE, the young 
men drew themselves up. in a line and imitated the 
manceuvres of soldiers. They showed a grea,t desire to 
copy the ways of their white instructors. Tle men were 
particularly anxious to be supplied with trousers, but 
resented the offer of yellpw trousers, the usual garb of 
prisoners. They also wanted to have stools to sit upon, 
and tables for theii· meals, and to be supplied with knives 
and forks like Europeans. 

Some of the women learned to make bread., to wash 
cloth,es, and to sew, and to use soap and water daily. 

The Friends remark : "The scrupulous care they 
evince not to take anything that does- not belong to .them 
entitles them to the character of honesty. They are 
observing, and have retentive memories, affording very 
sufficient proofs that they · are not deficient in intellect_ 
Among other traits, we remarked less indisposition to 
personal exertion than is usually attributed ;:;o savages. 
The willingness and promptitude with which they perform 
little services for those whom they consider their friends, 
as in bringing wood and water for daily use, show that 
they are not of a sluggish disposition when there is a. 
sufficient inducement to labour . . In the morning 
daily they may be seen walking in procernion, each 
bearing a load of wood on his shoulder, which is cheer­
fully deposited in the proper place. They are said to 
have taken great pleasure in cutting and bringing in the 
wattles and grass for building and thatching ; also in 
fencing, breaking up, and planting with potatoas the acre 
and a half of grouud in front of their cottages [ at 
W ybalenna]. 'l'he latter was accomplished almost 
entirely by their own unassisted efforts. . . They will 
generally do anything they are required t9 do that is 
reasonabl~: · It is kind treatment that ensures its per­
formance.· 

They showed all the usual improvidence of savages. 
Though they were finally led to take care of their tin 
plates and eating utensils and to keep them clean, it was 
r.t first difficult to prevent them throwing away these 
articles. They had been accustomed to a mutton-fish 
shell, or something as simple, as a drinking vessel, and 
could not understand the necessity of taking care of 
things adapted for permanent use. In hunting they 
destroyed the · game · recklessly, and could not be 
restrained from killing the kangaroo as long as their 
dogs would run. On an adjoining island, where there 
were large num_bers of wallaby, the blacks in three or 
four hunting excursions killed over a thousand head. 
By this kind of wholesale destruction, kangaroo, once 
very abundant in the neighbourhood of the Flinders 
Settlement, soon became extremely scarce. 

The Commandant found the greatest difficulty in 
inducing them to save the· wallaby skins, it being the 
custom to throw the wallaby on the fire and singe off the 
fur. He explained to them the value of the skins, and 
the articles they could get in exchange. He gave 
presents to those who brought in skins; but it seemed 
impossible to teach them any idea of barter, or indeed to 
get them to look beyond the immediate moment . 

In ,January, 1834, Messrs. Backhouse and Walker 
again visited Flinders. Island at the request of Governor 
Arthur. They found the blacks removed to a place 
called by the scalers Pea Jacket Point, then rechristened 
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"Civilisation Point," about fifteen miles north of their 
· old location. The· village was named "Wybalenna,'' 
signifying, in. the language of . the Ben Lomond tribe, 
~, Blackman's Houses." There were at this time 111 
aborigines on the island-55 males and 56 females. Of 
the whole number only 16 were children. Wybalenna 
was a much better location than The Lagoons. There 
was sufficient water, good pasturage, ii,nd land fit for 
cultivation as gardens. The officers of the establishment 
had weatherboard houses, and about twenty thatched 
wattle and plaster hi1ts had been built for the blacks. 

The visitors found that in two years the aborigines 
showed_ progress in at least the outwarcl appearance of 
civilisation. They now had a regular instructor or 
catechist, who tried to instil into their minds some ideas 
of religion. To aid in this work he haa, attempted a 
translation of the first -three chapters of Genesis into the 
language of the Ben Lornond tribe ! The worthy cate­
chist's version is obviously worthless from a linguistic 
point of. view, whatever effect it may have had on the 
native mind in other ways. 

The catechist made mqst persevering efforts to in­
struct the blacks, and even succeeded in teaching some 
of the boys and younger men to read a little:~ 

'At· the time of the Friends' visit to the Flinders 
Settlement in 1834, the health of the surviving abori­
gines was good. A great mortality had occurred in the 
rainy season of the preceding year, chiefly among the 
men from the West Coast tribes, who bad been the 
shortest time on the island. Between 1st January and 
31st De_cember 1833, out of some 140 at the settlement, 
31 had died: of these, si......::teen belonged to the vVest 
Coast tribes. Most of the deaths resulted from sudden 
and acute affections of the chest-pneumonia or phthisis. 
This kind of disease appea,rs to have often made great 
havoc among them when at large in their own country. 
In the previous winter it had been more fatal among the 
few aborigines at large on the West Coast than amongst 
those at the Settlement on Flinders. It was proposed, 
as likely to conduce to the better health of the natives, 
that they should wear shoes ! 

· Thus far I have followed Mr. Walker's account. The 
rest of the brief and melancholy history. of the remnant 
of the Tasmanian aborigines is soon told. 

In 1835, George Augustus Robinson, who had just 
completed his mission by bringing in the last party of 
wanderers, was sent by the Governor to take charge of 
the Flinders establishment. In a speech which he made 
at Sydney some few years later, he gave a long account 
of his admimstration. He boasted that his efforts to 
lead forward the blacks in the scale of civilisation had 
met with flattering success. Their minds were beginning 
to expand. In their intercours,:l with each other they 
were affable and courteous. They were placed under no 
J:estraint, but enjoyed the fullest _degree of personal free­
dom. They were instructed in the Christian religion. 
Two services were held on Sunday, and others during 

* In 1834 five or six of the boyd were removed from Flinders Island 
and placed in the Government Orphan School at New Town, near Hobart. 
It is stated that some of them showed very fail' intelligence. Mr. Walker 
mentions that two lads (Arthnr and Friday) who in 1832 were sunk in the 
barbarous habits of theh· race, showed considerable improvement after 
two years' instruction at the Orphan School. One of them-George 
Waite!' Arthnl'-had not only leamt to read .fairly well, but al,o wrot,.• a 
hand which would not have disgl'aced a European youth of tho same age. 
The master oftho school informed Mr. Walker that, with some exceptions, 
the aboriglnal children were not inferior in capacity to the "European 
children in his charge. 
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the week, The services were conducted in English, 
which the natives well understood. Attendance was 
voluntary, yet all attended. He had established schools,­
a day-school for boys, a clay-school for girls, an evening 
school, and a Sunday-school. Pericclical examinations 
were helc1, from which it appeared that the youths were 
able to answer questions in the leading events of Scrip­
t~1re, in Christian doctrine, arithme~ic, geography, and 
several points of general information. Some of them 
could write very fairly. The girls were taught sewing 
and knitting, and could make clothes. The people had 
neat cottages and gardens, and conformed in every 
re~pect to European habits. He had formed an 
aboriginal police, and a court composed of himself and 
three chiefs, who acted as constables. He had estab­
lished a circulating medium, and also a market to which 
_the natives brought their produce. The men had in 
three years. cleared a considerable area of ground, and 
had made a road nine miles long into the interior of the 
island. He concludes with the remark, "The only 
drawback on the establishment is the great mortality 
among them ; but those who survi·re a.re happy, con­
tented, and useful members of society." 

A significant comment on his "flattering success ! " 
. While Robinson and others were doing their best to make 
them into tt civilised people, the poor blacks had given 
up the struggle, ancl were solving the difficult problem 
by dying. '1.'he very efforts made for their welfare only 
served to hasten their inevitable doom. The white 
man's civilisation proved scarcely less fatal to them than 
the white man's muske~. Yet it ,vould be wrong to 
estimate lightly the disinterested labours of the men who­
perseveringly worked for the fading race. Amongst 
these men the name of Mr. Robert Clark, the catechist, 
stands first. From the time ·of his appointment to 
Flinders Island in 1834 to his death in 1850 this esti­
mable man gave himself with an absolute devotion to the 
care of the unhappy remnant of the captive tribes. The 
poor blacks on their part showed that· they were not 
"insensible to kindness, or devoid of generous feelings." 
While Mr. Clark lived they regarded him with a touch­
ing love and veneration. When he died, after sixteen 
years spent in their service, they mourned him as their 
one true and constant friend, and to the last the miser­
able remnant of Tasmania's 1iative tribes affectionately 
cherished the memory · of their beloved "Father 
Clark." 

In 1838 the aborig·ines on Flinders, probably at the 
suggestion of Robinson, who had been appoint_ed Pro­
tector of the Aborigines in Port Phillip, petitioned. 
Governor Franklin to be removed to that colony. The 
Home Authorities interposed and forbade the removaL 
On Robinson's departure from Flinders, Captain Smith,, 
and afterwards Mr. Fisher, took charge of the settle­
ment. In 1842 Dr. J eannerett received the appointment. 
of Commandant, from Sir John Franklin. Five years 
later, in 1847, there remained only 44 individuals, viz.,. 
12 men, 22 women, and 10 children from 4 to 17 years 
·of age. Some of the children were half-castes. 

In the face of considerable opposition from the, 
colonists, the Government resolved to remove the few 
survivors to Oyster Cove, in D'Entrecasteaux ChanneL 
Dr. James Milligan was appointed. superintendent, and. 
under his care the transfer was effected. Among the: 
children thus removed was Fanny Cochrane (now Mrs~ 
Fanny· Smith), who is still living- on her farm at Port. 
Cygnet, the sole survivor of the Flinders Island settle­
ment. At Oyster Cove ,the blacks rapidly deteriorated. 
A new phase of civilisation was here presented to them 



in the shape of low whites and rum. The mortality was 
accelerated by the drunken habits into which many of 
them fell. A few lingered on-a disgraced and de­
graded remnant. In 1854 there_ remained only three 
men, eleven women, and two children-sixteen in all. 

7 
,No. 10.) 

In 1865, Billy Lanne, the last male aborigine, died, and 
only four women remained. Truganini, the last survivor 
of her race, died in 1877. 

Such is the melancholy history of the native inhabi­
tants of Tasmania. 

NOTES FROM MR. WALKER'S JOURNAL. 

THE Aborigines of Van Diemen's -Land are rather 
below the average stature of Englishmen. Both sexes 
are stout, and their limbs well proportioned ; a few 
incline to corpulency. They walk reinarkably erect, 
assuming a dignified mien, and in all their movements 
exhibit agility and ease. Their complexion is very d'ark, 
almost black ; a few are of lighter hue, approaching to 
the colour of copper. The soles of their feet are as 
light as those of Europeans who go without shoes. The 
palms of their hitnds are also much lighter than their 
bodies. There is a considerable variety of features 
among them. Generally, thick lips and flat distended 
nostrils are the characteristics of the race. Many of 
their countenances are pleasing, and very few of them 
forbidding ; one m-an, with a black beard and moustache, 
had a countenance strikingly .Jewish. Their hair is 
uniformly black and woolly, like the African negroes, 
whom, in many respects, they nearly resemble. In their 
savage state the men let their hair grow, and ornament 
it with grease and red ochre, or, as they term it, ball­
dowinny. The women shave their heads. Neither sex 
weal" any clothing, unless a few strips of fur, which are 
sometimes tied round the thickest part of their limbs, can 
be called such. Both sexes wear strings of shells as 
necklaces. The shells are of spiral form, varying in size 
from that of a- pea to a horse-bean. In their natural 
state they are not remarkable for beauty, but when the· 
outer coating is stripped off they show varied colours 
of considerable brilliancy. The aborig;ines prepare 
them for use by burning grass over wood embers, when 
the action of the pyrolignem1s acid removes the thin 
coating from the shell. Some of their necklaces were 
formed of kangaroo sinews, one twisted round another 
so as to resemble braid, and then dyed with i-ed ochre, 
their favuurite colour, and hung in several folds round 
the neck. They are fond of smearing their bodies with 
grease and reel ochre, which enables them to bear with 
more ease the exposure to the ·weather. They _make 
incisions in their flesh, particularly on the thighs, arms, -
and . breasts. This is clone with a sharp flint, so a_s 
generally to form· longitudinal lines parallel to each 
other. The wounds are kept open by artificial means 
until proud flesh is formed, and a lasting protuberant sear 
produced. These marks are rendered more numerous 
by a custom which prevails itmong them of lacerating 
any part of their bodies affected with pain. This they 
suppose to be productive of relief. The bones of 
deceased relatives, which some of them wear about them 
as tokens of remembrance, are frequently tied on the 
affected limb for the same purpose. Roomeh-tymyenna, 
the wife of a chief, carries constantly on her bosom the 
skull of an infant. They connect some superstitious 
notions with the practi_ce, evidently regarding it in the 
light of a charm. 

As soon as it was dark on the evening of our arrival, 
preparations were made for a corrobberry, or dance, for 
joy at the arrival of the cutter. The men strip off their 
clothes, but the women, who occasionally join in the 
dance, make no alteration in their adopted dress. A fire 

• I 

of sticks, or boughs that make a lively blaze, was made, 
around which the men formed a circle, and began a kind 
of song or chant, consisting of expressions frequently -
repeated, and uttered in a drawling monotone. The 
subjects of these songs are various; sometimes the pur­
suits of hunting, and the enumeration of the animals that 
become a prey to their dexterity ; at other times the 
feats of war, and their sanguinary conflicts with adverse. 
tribes. A very common description relates to the habits 
of animals, such as the emu and kangaroo ; ~nd, since 
they have become acquainted with Europeans, to the 
horse, the cow, &c. They accompany the words- with 
significant gestures and actions. Thus in the emu-dance, 
by bending forward an arm o-ver the fire, and making a. 
movement with the hand, like the motion of a bird's 
head, they imitate the bird in its peculiar habits. In 
the horse-dance, which they call barracoota,, * they lay 
hold of each other's loins, one following another, and 
imitate the prancing of the animal, while a woman stands 
by and imitates the driver, gently tapping them with 
a stick as they pass before her. They have also 
the thunder-and-lightning dance, in which they stamp 
with their feet and whirl round the fire. A frequent 
manmuvre during their corrobben·ys is to leap from the 
ground while running in a circle round the fire, and, in 
descending, to turn their faces to it, cro11ehing at the 
same time to the ground on their haunches, :c,nd striking 
the earth with their hands. The exertion during these 
performances is often very violent, occasioning individuals 
to drop out of the ring, bathed in perspiration, until they 
have recovered. The good humour they exhibit through­
out the amusement, which generally lasts for some hours, 
often till midnight, is remarkable, considering the excite­
ment tha,t prevails. Sometimes one will jo3tle against 
another, and perhaps o,ccasion .a fall to both, which is 
sure to be succeeded by a general laugh. Though the 
nudity of the men must necessarily offend the eye of a. 
European, there is not the slightest action or gesture 
that would offend the modesty of the most scrupulous. 

On another evening we visited.. their shelters or 
"break-winds." Frmp. twenty to thirty sleep in each 
shelter. Here they generally cook their food and eat 
their meals, and here in the evening they sit round the 
fire and talk, or one sings, while the rest listen with deep 
interest and attention, frequently applauding by a general 
shout. At the suggestion of Mr. Archibald Maclachlan, 
the surgeon, they sang two of their songs for our benefit. 
The first was sung by the chief of the Port Dalrymple 
tribe. The same words were repeated many times in 
succession, accompanied by many impassioned gestures, 
and an exertion of breath almost painful tb witness. 
Occasionally the singer gave a short sigh, as if his breath 
was spent, in which the rest united with one accord. 
The shout that succeeded allowed the performer a. 
:moment's pause, when he resumed the song with great 
animation. During the course of the song the chief 
often became highly excited, pointing significantly with 

* Jorgenson gives as the equivalent for" horse," baircoutaua; Norman 
gives parcoutenar. 
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b.is finger, and showing remarkable expression in his 
countenance, as if the ~ubject was most. important, the 
people listening meanwhile with profound attention. 
.After the chief had concluded, t!ie wo~nen began a song 
in chorus, which showed a greater knowledge of music; 
I was very much surprised to hear some·sing tenor, while 
others sang treble. It was a hunting song, enume:rnting-­
_the animals that the young married women are wont to 
chase. I afterward's took do'Yll th~ words o_f · the song 
from the lips of some of the women. f, 

The tribes now show little appearance of jealousy. 
:Many, when in the bush, were in a state of hostility; 
but their animosities are merged in the general feeling 
of good-will which seems to pervade the settlement. I£ 
there is anything that betrays the remembra.nce of former 
feuds, it is hunting. They show a reluctance to hunt­
together if the tribes that compose the party have once 
been at warfare, unless the Commandant or Surgeon be 
with them, when his influence is considered a sufficient 
guarantee against harm. 

Two men of the Western or Port Dalrymple tribe 
exhibited before us the manner in whicli quarrels are 
decided amongst them ; or, ,it may be described as the 
mode of giving vent to those feelings of irritation whic'h 
amongst Englishmen would encl in a pugilistic encounter. 
The parties approach one another face to face, and, 
folding their arms across their breasts, shake their heads 
(which occasionally come in contact) in each other's 
faces, uttering at the same time the most vociferous and 
angry expressions, until one or other of them is exhausted. 
This custom is called by them growling, and, from the 
specimen afforded us by the Western lads, will not 
probably issue in anything worse than a bloody nose 
or lip. 

Quarrels are rare among the aborigines of the 
settlement, but when they do occur some of their tokens 
of displeasme are odd and unaccountable. One of the 
men had a difference with his wife, because she had 
broken something' which he highly pr~zecl. Instead of 
showing his displeasure by taking a stick and retaliating 
on the offender, he rose and deliberately cut the feet· of 
seven who happened to be lying near him asleep, but 
offered no kind of violence to his wife. After this burst 
of rage, his anger was appeased, and they were recon­
ciled. The Commandant, hearing of the circumstance, 
had the man brought before him, and told him th:i.t as 
through his misconduct the women would be unable to 
bring their quantum of water from the well, the offender 
was required to bring all the water himself. ·without 
saying a word or making the least difficulty; the man 
set about his task, which he soon completed, and then, 
the affair enclecl. . 

It is curious that the aborigines, on occasions of this 
sort mentioned above, do not generally show a disposi­
tion to retaliate on the person -who thus wreaks his 
vengeance upon them; they rather endeavour to get out 
of his wii.y. · 

Another ·quarrel £ell out thus :-A married woman 
had selected a certain tree, according to their practice 
when in tl1,e bush, which tree, in such case, is considered 
the representative of the person who makes choice of it, 
and i!> regarded as their inviolable property, at all times 
-t;o be held sacrecl. Through some accident this tree, 
which had been selected by Roomtyenna, was pulled 
down or mutilated by a party of her_ countrymen, which 
she so ,~olently resented that, snatching up a firebrand, 
she ran m amongst them.and clealt her blows very freely 

• See p. 11, fol' song with interlinear tl'anslation. 
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around. Her husband, "·ho was of the party, at length 
struck her on the head with his wacldy, and drew blood. 
When he saw that she bled, he was apparently as dis­
concerted as she was, and would have gladly made it up; 
but the lady ,vas not so easily appeaset:1, itncl it was some 
time before Trygoomy-poonauh could regain his wife's. 

•smiles.-.• 
On a visit to the site of the intencl':ld new settlement,. 

· at _a place named by the sealers Pea-jacket Point, we 
were accompanied by the Commandant, four native men, 
ancl two of their wives. The history ,Jf the attachment 
that led to the union of one of these c-:mples is somewhat 
romantic. Panneh-rooneh hacl long folt an affection fo1~ 
P-ellouny-myna; but no persuasions of his could induce 
her to become his wife. One clay they were crossing a 
river along with many more of •their countrymen, when 
Pellouny-myna was suddenly seized with an attack of 
illness·ancl.became unable to support herself. Tl1e faith­
ful lover was at her side. beizing her in his arms he 
bore her to a place of safety, ancl during her illness, 
which was tedious, he nursed her with the greatest atten-­
tion and most affectionate assiduity. She at length 
recovered, ,vhen, overcome with gratitude, she declared 
.that none but Panneh-rooneh shoulcl be her hnsbancl ;: 
and from that time they have become united by the most 
inviolable attachment. 

On our return the clay was very wet ·and boisterous. 
The aborigines are not fond of travelling in the wet, nor 
will they do so except in cases of necessity. They show 
the same reluctance to travelling in the dark. As soon 
as it is dusk they take care to remind you that it is time 
to craclme.11, that is, to rest. It is well known that in 
their wilcl state they hardly ever encamped for two 
nights tog·ether in the same place, in consequence of 
their aversion to the dirt which ac-Jumula.tes about a 
camp. The number of fires which this custom has given 
rise to is perhaps oi.ie of the causes that the number of 
these people h!Ls been so greatly over-rated. I was sur­
prised to remark their susceptibility c,f fatigue in going 
long distances. It does not appear that they have been 
iu the habit of making long or forcEcl marc1rns. Each 
tribe confining themselves generally to a district seldom 
exceeding t,V-enty to thirty miles in its widest extent, 
tl~is peculiarity may be easily acco·.mtecl for. Their 
principal journeys were those made in the summer season 
to the highlands from the lower tracts ( the haunt of the 
game), which were their resort in the winter ; and these 
journeys did not generally reqnire any extraordinary 
expedition. 

This short excursion has given us a further oppor­
tunity of estimating the character Df the a,borigines ; . 
and ~he favourable opinion we had previously formed of 
theii· disposition, and especially of their- capabilities for 
improvement, is more than ever confirmed. They re­
quire to be treated with much discreti::m and forbearance. 
They are more easily led than driven ; for, though they 
are very tractable and accessible to kindness, it is easy 
to perceive that they consider themselves a free people. 
If they do service for others, they do it· through 
courtesy. There is nothing that is servile or abject in 
their character when thoy are not under the influence of 
fear. vVe are perpetually reminded that in their taste 
for amusement, and in some respects in their capacities, 
they are children, though more trac~able than the 
generality of children; but, in many things that occur 
within the range of their knowledge and acquirements, 
they show a_ quickness of percepti:m and powers of 
i-efl:ection that prove them to _be a race far from deficient 
in intellect, and highly susceptible of improvement. 



From . anything I have been able to learn, the 
aborigines do not seem to have any notion of a superioi' 

· and beneficent Being who rules the world. They have 
some indistinct ideas of an evil spirit, whom they style 
"the devil," especially _when talking with Europeans, 
but of ,vhom there is reason to believe they have had 
original notions, and for whom they have an appropriate 
name in their own language. All diseases and casualties 
are attributed,to the agency of- this malevolent power, 
who is also thought to preside over the elements, espe­
cially in the phenomena of thunder and lightning, of 
which they are accordingly much afraid. When one of 
A. Cottrell's party was asked what had caused the death 
of one of his comrades at the Hunter's Islands, he 
answered "The devil l " One of, them imitated the 
symptoms that usually attend consumption' in its last 
stages. There is no doubt that they entertained the 
:notion before their intercourse with Europeans. An 
idea is becoming prevalent among them which looks 
like the recognition of a state of being after death. It 

- is professed to be believed by some of them that they 
aTe transformed after death into white men, and that 
they return under this renewed form to an island in the 
Straits, where there is .abundance of game, and where 
they have the pleasure of again hunting, and subsisting 
upon such animals as they killed in the -chase · during 
their lifetime ; but I am disposed to · believe that this 
lias not originated with themselves, particularly as they 
connect it with some vague idea respecting the deceased 
visiting England, or at least coming from beyond seas 
ere he inhal1it the island in question. The want of. 
knowledge of their language renders the informatio•n 
that can b_e gathered on these interesting subjects very 
vague. 

With regard to form of government, very little 
seems to have existed among the aborigines. A sort of 
patriarchal authority under certain limitations has been 
exercised by the chiefs of, the respective tribes ; but 
they have been far from exacting an implicit obedience 
to their commands, and in many respects their authority 
appears to have been little more than nominal; few of 
the mob consisting of more persons than might be in­
cluded in one large family, the influence of the chief, 
who ie generally in years, has probably been of the 
parental kind. The people at the settlement call their 
chiefs by the appellation of Father, and speak of the 
members of their own. tribes as brothers and sisters. 
When a separation for a long period has happened, on 
meeting a.gain they show all the attachment of relatives. 
An instance of this occurred at Woolnorth, when two 
women, who had lived with sealers, were brought in. 
Jumbo, another woman who was present, called one 
of these her sister, having belonged to the same mob as 
herself. A. Cottrell info1;med me that their interview 
was very affecting. Neither spoke for some time, but, 
thro.ving their arms round each other's necks, they re­
mained in that attitude, the tears trickling down their 
cheeks, until at length, these first emotions having some­
what s11bsided, they began to talk and laugh, and exhibit 
all the demonstrations of extravagant joy. 

The natives show a· great dislike to allusions to the 
absent, whether the separation be caused by difference 
of situation or by .death. If the name of the absent 
person be· mentioned, it is customary with them, whe~ 
with Europeans, to signify their displeasure by signs, as 
if they considered it unpropitious. 

Like all persons in a savage state, the natives eat 
more than would be convenient to a European. In their 
wild condition they were. subject to scarcity of food, 
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which, being S\lCceedecl by- the return of abundance.­
would induce them to fill themselves to replEtion. They 
eat almost every animal that inhabits the woods, from. 
the emu and kangaroo .. down to the lrangaroo-ratr 
Mutton-birds and penguins are the principa2 birds used 

· by them, emus being very scarce. There are some other 
birds that are considered good eating, as the swan and 
the duck ; but these they cannot often catch, unless it 

· be 'the young swans. They are very partial to their 
eggs. The emu is considered a great delieacy, which 
may be one reason that emus are more numerous now· 
than a few years ago, when the number of a-::>origines in 
the bush was greater. The roots eaten by the natives 
are extremely numero11s and abundant, as ";he fern (a 
species much the same as that· common irr England).­
which is eaten either roasted or raw. The upper ex­
tremity of the stem of the fern-tree is also a favourite 
article of food, ~nd a number of other things which I am 
unable to describe. There is a species of punk or fungus. 
found on the trunks or among the. roots of decayed trees,. 
which contributes to the support of the black,;, as well as 
the white grub, which is also found in rot-:;en ti.mber. 
Of the latter the natives are extravagantly fond, eating 
them raw as well as roasted. A species of tn;.ffie, knowm 
in the colony by the name of native bread, found in the, 
vicinity of decayed wood, and of the order of Fungi, is a. 
favourite article of food; so also is a 'large lizard, often, 
twelve or fourteen inches in length, and called the iguana •. 

A custom prevails amongst them for · which I can 
assign no reason, nor do they seem themseh-es able to 
givE;J any. Some will eat only the male of a particular· 
species, others only the female; and 1 am a,ssured by 
those who know well their habits, that they '¥ill rather· 
starve than infringe this rule. The morning we arrived! 
at Pea-jacket, a. wallaby was taken by Tommy, at a 
time when meat was by no means plentiful; he, however, 
gave the whole of it awa.y, nor could I induce him to• 
taste it. It was a male, and the only answer J could get 
from him was that he neyer ate the male of tha,t animal.-· 
The rest of the party partook of it. Butter, or food that. 
is fat or greasy, they show at first an aversion to; the-, 
animals that inhabit the forest, especially the kangaroo· 
and wallaby, are generally lean. · · 

They seem to have been acquainted with no other 
mode of cooking ·than that of roasting. Boiling was­
quite strltnge to them, and meat prepared in that way­
appears less agreeable to them than the other. The plan· 
they adopt in cooking mutton-birds is, to throw the bird 
on the fire until all the feathers are singed off, when it is 
withdrawn and gutted. "When several are prepared in 
this manner, they are spitted on a stick between two and 
three feet in length, one end of which is run into the 
ground, while the other enables ·the person who is stand-­
ing by to turn the. birds, or give them such a direction•. 
towards the fire as ensures their being properl:7 cooked .. · 

The animals were cooked in the usual summary 
method ; first, by throwing them on the fire until the 
hair was singed, after which the entrails were extracted, .. 
and the carcase returned to the fire until sufficiently 
roasted. The eggs were also roasted among the embers .. 
They cooked the shell-fish (Haliotis, or :mutton-::ish) very· 
nicely by placing them on the embers with the fish. 
uppermost until they are roasted. They then insert the· 
end of a long stick into the fish, which readily leaves the 

·shell; and, were there no better fare, we .should· have· 
thought them very tolerable food, though the· large ones. 
are apt to be tough. • 

The blacks µiake very neat, or, ll;t least, very useful, .. 
baskets of na~ive grass, which the women plait in suck 
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manner as to render them strong and effective for holding 
the few articles they carry about with them. These are 
also used in'fishing. The women are excellent swimmers, 
and are most expert in diving for sheU-fish. · These 
-employments devolve almost exclusively on the females, 
ihough the men are generally. practised in them in 
-degree. In diving for crayfish, the women take a 
:basket in their hand, and, on reaching the rocks at the 
bottom, they dextl'ously seize the crayfish with their 
fingers, and, putting them quickly into the basket, ascend 
to the surface. In the same way, they procure mutton­
fish, oysters, mussels, and several other kinds of shell-fish, 
.a, species of food they are particularly partial to. 
· In Safety Cove, Port Arthur, we saw some of the 
aboriginal w0men dive for fish. They appear to be half 
amphibious, such is their dexterity in the water, and, 
what is more singular,. they appear to float with their 
heads in au upright position above water, without any 
effort, and this in the midst of kelp and other seaweed 
that would terrify the generality of skilful swimmers. 
'They put aside the weed with their hands, or lift it over 
-their heads as it becomes wrapt round them, and 
fearlessly dive head foremost into the midst of it, passing 
the branches of kelp through their hands as a sailor 
would a rope. When they see a crayfish on the bottom, 
they seize it by the back and ascend promptly to the 
surface, where they readily disengage themselves from 
the kelp and weed, and throw their prey to their com­
·pauions on shore. Sometimes they put their heads a 
\little below the surface, and look along the bottom until 
·they descry a shell-fish, when in a moment their heels 
·appear above the surface, and, diving to the bottom, they 
secme their prey. The men are said to be far inferior 
to the women in diving, as they consider it the province 
,of the females to procure fish. The aborigines are 
-excessively fond of shell-fish. 

On our visit to :Macquarie Harbour; in, May, 1832, 
we observed traces of the aborigines in several places 
,about Port Davey and the sea shore near the mouth of 
lviacquarie Harbom·. There were numerous places where 
they had had fires, about which the shells of mutton-fish, 
,oysters, mussels, crayfish, limpets, and periwinkles were 
-scattered. Near Wellington Head there were the 
remains of some boats, formed of strips of the swamp 
tea-tree of Macquarie Harbour ( Jvielaleuca decussata ). 
We learned from the pilot (:Mr. Lucas) that, about three 
months ago, he saw :five of these, containing three or four 
persons each, inclusive of children, cross the Harbour 
from the northern shore. Each of them was drawn 
,across by a man swimming on eacl?, side of the boat, 
:holding it with one hand. He therefore concludes the 
,number that visit that neighbourhood to be from twenty 
to thirty. He says they are shy, but have not committed 
any outrage. They exchanged a girl of about fourteen 
for a dog ; but the girl, not · appearing to like her 
.sittiation, she was taken back by them, and the dog 
1returned. ,v e learned from A. Cottrell some fnrther particu­
lars respecting the aborig·ines. The Western tribes 
.appear to have been generally in the practice of burµing 
.their dead. The body is placed in an upright posture on 
logs of wood, other logs are piled around it till the 
,superstructure assumes a conical form. The pile is then 
fired, and occasionally replenished with fnel, till the 
remains are consmned to ashes. These are carefully 
collected by th~ relatives of the deceased, and are tied up, in a piece of kangaroo skin, and worn about their 
-persons, not only as tokens of rememb1·ance, but as a 
,charm against· disease and accident. It is common for 

the survivors to besmear their faces with the ashes of 
the deceased. Those who suffer from the same com­
l)laint of which the dead man died resort to the same 
practice as a means of cure. It is also customary to sing 
a dirge every morning for a considerable time after the 
death of their friends. The chief relative takes the most 
prominent part on thei,e occasions ; but it is not confined 
to relatives; many others join in the lameutation, ancl 
exhibit all the symptoms of unfeigned sorrow. Be.­
smearing the face ·with the ashes of the deceased is 
generally an accompaniment ; and tears may often be 
seen streaming down the cheeks of the mourners. 

A sing·ular idea prevails among the natives, that no 
one actually 'dies till the sun sets. I£ the parties are 
dead in point of fact, the survivors profess to regard the 
syn1ptoms as mere indications that life will depart as 
soon as the sun goes down, and until that period they 
do not treat them as dead." 

Under date 9th November, 1832, l\ir. '\Valker 
writes:-

" There are, it is supposed, the remains of only four 
tribes at large in the island. Three of them frequent 
the coast between Macquarie Harbour and Cape Grim. 
The fourth tribe frequent the district of Port Davey. 
It is the opinion of both G. A. Robinson and A. Cottrell 
that these tribes do not include more than a hundred 
invividuals, although they are not among those whose 
numbers have been thinned by coming into hostile col­
lision with Europeans, with the exception of one tribe, 
that has on two or three occasions encountered the Van 
Diemen's Land Company's servant~. Individuals have 
in these encounters been killed on both sides, but the 
number is very limited on either. This strongly con-

. firms the opinion we have for some time entertained, that 
the munber of a.borigines in the island has been gTeatly 
exaggerated. It does not appear (admitting that there 
are about a hundred in the four tribes yet in the bush) 
that the number now in existence in the bush itnd at 
the aboriginal settlement exceeds 220 or 230. Allowing 

· that their numbers have been thinned by the warfare 
that has subsisted between them and. the ":bites, and that 
disease has also tended to thin their ranks ( which 
appears to have been the case, especially among the 
Bruny Island natives), it does not seem probable that 

· the whole of the aboriginal population, from the time of 
the landing of Europeans to the present moment, ha~ 
ever at one time much exceeded five or six hundred 
individuals." 

8PECUIIENS OF 'l'HE LANGUAGE SPOKEN BY THE 

ABORIGINES OF VAN DrE:.\rEN's LAND :- Two 
PoPULAR SoNGs.-TRANSLA'.UON oF GENESIS, 
CHAP. I.-ABORIGlNAL. NAUES 01!' MEN AND 
WOMEN. 

15 October, l 832.-Several of the aborigines were 
invited into the Commandant's hut .for the purpose of 
enabling me to take down a few words as specimens of 
the language. The plan I acloped was to point to 
different objects, which they named, several repeating 
the word for my better information. At a subsequent 
period, I uttered the words in the hearing of others with 
whom I had had no communication on the subject of their 
language. I£ these understood my expressions, and 
pointed to the object the word was intended to rei)resent, 
I took £or granted I hacl obtained with tolerable accuracy 
the word used by them for that pi:.rpose. ·when I read 
to them in their own language one of their native songs, 
they were.beyond measure astonished and gratified, fol-



(No. 10.} 

11 

lowing the words with their' voices, and frequentiy inter­
mpting me with shouts of approbation. Their language 
appears to me-to be far. from inharmonious, and, when 
µ,cco.mpaniecl by a chanting hme, as in the songs of the 
women, is pleasing to the ear. 

Pronunciation. 

English sound of a, e, i, o, u-a ( as in ball). 
Tasmanian oi·thography, e, y, i, o, u-an. 

English, a (as in bar), e (as in left), long sound of a 
( as in pale). 

Tasmanian, a eh ai. 

Other sounds according to English modes of spellin"'. 
The syllables marked with a long line above are tho~e 

on which emphasis should be placed. · 

Vocabulary. 

Paninnywathinneh............ the head. 
Plermerreh warreh.. .......... the ear. 
Lehpehneh . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. the eyes. 
M.innerrehwarreh ............. the nose. 
Kehmyneh ................ ~.... the cheek. 
Kehmfmrieh . .. .. .... .. . .. ...... the chin. 
'ff1kkehkf11lK ....... .. ...... .. .. the thigh. 
Yaneh ...... :........ ............ the teeth. 
Myneh . . .. . ... . .. . . . . . .. .. . .. . . .. the tongue. 
Mon eh ....................... .-... the lips. 
Kythinneh . . . . .. .... . .. .. .... .. the skin or hair. 
~"_!le~ ·_:·· .. ··········--···· .. ··· the eyelash. 
'Ielrnyneh ....................... the nail. 
Bf1llehbvneh . .'.......... ...... the bones. 
Loore11n~h . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . ... .. the leg·. 
Langehneh . .. . .. ... . . . . ... ... .. the foot. 
Langehneh pyneh-wathinneh the toes. 
Anneh minneh .. . . .. . . . .. . . ... the hand. · 
Mekkeh thinneh peppyneh.. the finger. 
TrehnythK wathinnK . . ... .. .. . the blood. 
Myneh ................ '".. ....... I or n1e. 
Nyneh .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. . . .. .. . thou or you .. 
Namennolunny ................ they or them. 
Narreh coopeh . . .. .. .. .. . . . . . . . very good. 
Pynicketta ..................... quickly. 
P~ne~ peckinninneh . . . . . . . . . a little boy. 
Lackyra .. ; .. . . . . .. .. . .. . . . . . .. . . fern root. 
r_r- hv -~PI:, e Ve :_" .:,.. .. .. .. • • • • • .. • .. .. to walk. 
P<:Jkerrakany ... ... . ....... ..... to talk. 
Noongenneh wangen di:inneh to run. 
Lungehby nany ......... ...... to strike. 
Larny ....................... ·..... to beat. 
Craclrny................... .. .. .. to sit down or rest. 
Ningenneh ............ .......... to bring. 
Lyprenny .. . . . . .. .. .. .. ..... . .. . a house. 
Lygunnyeh..................... skin or exterior cover-

Triirty .......................... . 
Kepehginn~h ........... : . .. .. 
Tringeginneh ......... ; ....... . 
Gibleh .......................... . 
Tyweh rattyneh .: .. : ........ .. 
w·akeh lenna ... ; ............. . 
N uggeh tenna ............. .. 
L_il~~envne~ bilnneh .......... .. 
"'\V omnerreh ................... .. 

- CoKritanneh .................... . 
Wiber .................. : ...... .. 
Looberreh ...................... . 
Lodowinny .................... . 

mg. 
stupid. 
to eat. 
to swallow. 
to eat 
the wind blows. 
the sun shines. 
it rains. 
a swan's egg. 
wood. 
the ground. 
a black man. 
a black woman. 
a white man. 

Looneh ............. · ............ . 

Gadyeh ......................... . 
Trymepa_ ..................... _ ... 

woman or· g:.rl (white­
or black.) 

plenty or many. 
take it. 

Nickeh .......................... . · this, the. 
PotyK ......................... · ... 
A He ; allK ; arpu ............. . 

No. 
Yes. 

There are some objects, and these very mm1erous,. 
for which every tribe, or "mob," has a different name. 
There are also· some peculiarities ( of clialEct we may 
suppose) in the languages of tribes dwelling in remote 
situations that render them not easily, if a-: all, uncler-­
stoocl by each other.'"" Several individuals, particularly 
G. A. Robinson and his colleague, Anthony Cottrell,. 
are able to converse with tolerable fluency in the _native 
dialects, but I understand that no one has reduced the, 
language to writing, which is to be regretted. 

Some of the aboriginal terms have a ver_y indefinite 
and extended meaning, as in the words "cluclmy" and 
pomleh. The former means to be, to exist, to rest, sit 
clown or lie down, to stop, remain, dwell, s]eep, and I 
know not how many more significations. The latter is-­
used in a variety of ways, but more particularly wher~ 
art, or ingenuity, or an exertion of power i., applied to, 
the production of anything. Everthing that has required 
any sort of manipulation has been pomleh, i.e., made, cir· 
put together, or called into existence. 

It is also remarkable that the aborigines have· 
hardly any general terms. They have not even a terin 
tq represent "trees" or "animals" generally. 

Aboripinal Son.q sun_q by the Women in chorus, by various: 
Tribes of tlte Natives of Van Diemen' s Land. 

Nikkeh ningeh tibreh, nickeh mollygK pollylL. 
The married woman hunts the kangaroo and wallaby .... 
Niimtl rykenneh trehgann, .. 
The emu runs in the forest ... 
Nabeh thinninneh trehganK. 
'l'he boomer (kangaroo) runs in the forest. 
Nehnaneh kehgreuna... nynabythinneh .. . 

The young emu... the little kangaroo .. . 
tringeh gf1ggerra... pyathfoneh.;. 

the little joey (sucking· kangaroo)... the bandicoot. .. 
nynabythinneh-koobryneh... mareh terrenneh ... 

the little kangaroo-rat... the white kangaroo-rat .... 
pyathinneh pi:ing·oothinneh... l55koothinneh .. ; 

the little opossum... the ringtailed opossum .... 
mytoppyneh... try110611eh .. . 

the big opossum:.. the tig·er-cat .. . 
watherrunginna. .. mareh bfmna ... 

the dog-faced opossum ... the black cat.· 

* It had been stated on a previous evening (by Dr. L:,ng) that Vane, 
Diemen's Land had formerly been peopled with four ·nations, who each 
held a pai·ticular portion of the island. This opinion must have originated 
in the circnmstance of his (M1·. Robinson's) having stated that he had 
necessarily leamed four langnages in order to make himself understood by 
the natives generally. Bnt, as regarded nations, he eonld truly say that· 
the isla11d of· Van Diemen's Land was divided and subdivided by the· 
natives into districts, and container! many nations. Their divisions he 
intended at. ,some future period to point out, as he intended to executf> a-. 
map of the _island on aboriginal principles, with the aborig:nes' names for 
the mountains, rivers, and localities. Maria Island and '.::'asman's Pen-· 
insula had also been inhabited.; but the different tribes spoke quite a 
different language; there was not the slig·htest analogy between the 
languages.-Repoi·t of the Public 1vieeting held on October 19th, 1838, at 
Sydney, containing the speech of G. A. Robinson: Rep1·inted from the·• 
"Colonist" of 31st Octobe1·, 1838 : Bath, 1865, p. 3. In another place-· 
Mr. Robinson states that he had become acquainted with sixteen tribes. 
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A popular song among all the. abo:i;iginal tribes, of 
-which I have not obtained the meaning, it being involved 
.by them in some mystery- · 

Poppyla-re11i:ing-onnyni:t-Poppyla, &c., Poppyli:t, &c., 
&c. 

lemingannyi:t-lemingannya-leming·, &c. . 
Tiif1kummingannyit-Ta.f1k.1L1nmingnnnya, &c., &c. 
Nyna tepe rena ponnyna-Nyna, &c., N_yna, &c. 
.N yna na.ra pewilly pura. N jna nari:t, &c., Nyna na.ra, &c. 

Nara pewilly piillawoo ! pallii:woo ! 
Nyna nnra pewilly para pewilly pallawoo ! pnllawoo ! 

Nyna nara, &c. Nyna nara, &c., &c. 

[In Milligan's Vocabulary this song, with certain 
differences, is given. It is them entitled "Aboriginal 
Verses in honom· of a Gre::1,tChief," sung as an accompani­
ment to a native dance or Riawe.-Papers <if the Royal 
Societ1J of Tasmania, Vol. III., p. 273. Also by Davies, 
with other variations-Tasmanian Journal, II., p. 411,J. 

8th December, 1833. Thos. Wilkinson, the Catechist, 
has attempted the translation of the first three chapters of 
Genesis, and has succeeded as well as conlcl have been 
anticipated. It is extremely difficult to come at the 
idiom, as e·very tribe speaks a different dialect, it might 
.also be said a cliffer.ent language, and even among the 
individuals of the same tribe a great difference is percep­
tible. The pronunciation is very arbitrary and indefinite. 

. The liternl translation is confined in great measure to 
the verbs and the nouns. It is not clearly ascertained 
whether prepositions anµ conjunctions or anything 
.analogous to the expletives in use with us are contained 
in the aborigina.l tongue. T. W. has composed a con­
:siderable vocabulary of words." 

" December ] 0 .-Tlws. 1Vilhinson' s 
Genesis, ,[. 

Translation of 

1. In the beginning God 
troteh Godneh 

created the heiwens 
pomleh henvenneh 

and the earth. 
c6-entfinneh. 

-2. And darkness was upon the face of the deep. 
lywerreh crackny. 

3. God said, Let there be light, and there was lig·ht. 
Godneh kuny, ti-ytittyeh - trytittyeh cruckny. 

4. And God saw the lig·ht that it was good. 
Godneh lnpre trytittyeh - niirreh c66peh. 

5. God divided the lig·ht from the darkness. 
Godneh dyvidneh trytittyeh . lywerreh. 

11. God said, Let the earth 
Godneh knny, coentnnneh 

and it was so. 
tihreh. 

bring forth 
ninginneh 

grass,· 
rothinneh, 

:16. God made two gTeat lights the g-reater light 
Godneh pomleh cathehbyweh trytittyeh luck.renneh 

to rule the day, aud the lesser light to rule ihe, 
wnk.ehlenneh, tywerreh [ moon J : 

night: he made the stars also. 
ntirreh pomleh pf1llenneh. 

,17. God set them in the firmament of heaven 
Godneh propre narreh wyehticketteh 

to give lig·ht upon the earth. 
tringinneh trytittyeh. 

21. And God made g·reat whales, and every living 
Godneh pomleh lackrenneh [great], pyn1lllg-yneh 

creature that movet.h which the waters broug·ht 
[fish] gndyeh [plenty] py111tngyneh. 
forth abnndantly. 

25. And God made the beast of the earth, 
Godneh pomleh ptickilleh [bullock] illa [brush 
kangaroo], 
and he saw that it was very good. 
Godneh ltipreh niirreh c66peh. 

26. And God said, Let ns make man in our own image, 
Go<lueh knny, myneh romleh wibeh, 

after our own likeness. 
li'lrnh myneh. 

27. So God created man 
Godneh pomleh 

in his own image. 
wibeh likeh 11arreh. 

31. God saw everything · that he 
Godneh lnpre -g·udyeh na1-reh 

and behold it was very good. 
uiirreh knny niirreh c66peh c66peh ! 

had made, 
pomleh, 

The aboriginal words are for the most part placed 
under the analogous English ones. Those commencing 
with an English syllable are such as the aborigines have 
none representing the idea in their own langnage. Thus, 
they seem to have had no idea of the existence of a. 
creative presidir~g power, nor any term eorresponding 
with such a sentii11ent, in their vocabulary. The English 
word has, therefore, been adopted by the translator with 
the native termination added, making " Goclneh." The 
same with respect to several others. Several of these 
anglifiecl terms are now in such constant use among the 
natives that they may be considerec. as incorporated in 
the language. The worcl "grassneh," for "grass," is 
much more frequently used nmong those at the settle­
ment than the original term given above. It is cloubtfol 
whether "myneh," for "me" or." I,'' may not be trrrced 
to the same origin. 

Names of Aborigiw:s. 

Aten. 1Vomen. 
'l'obelnhngta and Room eh tymyeuna, 

Chief of Oyster Bay Tribe and his wife. 
Monnopellyata and Mell5nnehmetyi:t, 

Chief of Big River Tribe and his wife. 
Troolpuneh and Lcgehuyminueh, 

Chief of Port Dalrymple (and Launceston) Tribe 
and his wife. 

Trygoomypoonuneh and Roorntycnna. 
Pannehr66neh and Pellonnymyna. 
Koon eh bonneh and M5,11::tlat1111y. 
Labryehnynany and l\iymehlannyelmany. 
Roolpanehny, a great warrior of the tribe. 
Tren°·erehbeh} ) D Li'llehloeh Young men of ~he I ort alrymple 
n,- - Tnbe. 
vv :1wy 

· RamehEiloonehny, 
lVIunro's woman,' Jumbo.' 

Notyehkehprennti,. 
W athyli:tcotye." 
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SOME NOTES ON THE TRIBAL DIVISIONS OF THE ABORIGINES OF TASMANIA. 

BY JAMES B .. WALKER. 

THE estimates of the aboriginal population of Tas­
mania before the advent of Europeans vary very 
.considerably. G. A. Robinson always maintained that, 
in 1804, the number of the aborigines was from 6000 to 
8000. Captain Kelly, in his evidence before Colonel 
Arthur:s Committee in 1830; estimated the native popu­
lation at 5000 ; but he supposed that the number was 
still very great in the unsettled parts of the colony, 
which we now know was not the case. On the other 
hand, Backhouse put the number as low as 700 to 1000. 
Dr. Milligan says: "As_suming that the number of tribes 
and sub-tribes throughout the territory was about twenty, 
and that each mustered, of men, women, and children 50 
to 250 inclivicluals, ancl allowing them numbers proi)or­
tioned to the means of subsistence within the limits of 
their respective hunting-grounds, it does not appear 
probable that the aggregate aboriginal population dicl 
materially, if at all, exceed 2000." 

A like uncertainty exists as to their triba.l divisions. 
•G. A. Robinson, in a speech made in Sydney in 1838, 
shortly after he hitd left Flinders Island, states "that he 
had necessarily learnt four languages to make himself 
understoocl by the natives generally. But, as regarded 
ID.ations, he could truly say that the island. was divided 
.and subdivided by the natives into districts and con­
tained mai;iy nations. Their divisions he intei1ded at 
some future time to point out, as he intended to execute 
a map of ~he island on aboriginal 11rinciples, with the 
aborigines' names_ for mountains, rivers, and districts." 

Unfortunately, this map-if ever made-has been lost 
with the rest of Robinson's papers on. the natives, and 
the information available is not sufficient to enable us to 
determine wi~h any accuracy either the total number of 
the aborigines or the limits of the respective tribes. 

In considering the question of their numbers, it must 
be borne in mind that the parts of Tasmania capable· of 
.affording subsistence to a hunting people were limited in 
.area. The vV est Coast is shut off from the Centre and. 
East-for long the only settled parts-by a wide reo-ion 
,of mountain and forest, extending throughout the whole 
length of the island. In the dense forests covering a 
la~·ge part Qf this_ region, the heavy. timber is tangled 
with an -almost 1mpenetrable unclergrowth, in. which 
,scarcely any animal or bird is found to disturb the 
silence. Where the forest gives place to bare mountain 
peak or to so-called "plain," the "button-grass"'" or the 
stunted scrub constituting the sole growth, is not much 
more favourable to animal life. In places, wallaby and 
kangaroo are to be found, but, as a general rule, the 
"badger" (i.e. wombat) is the only game. It will 
be seen, therefore, that the native population was mainly 
confined. to the sea coast, where they could. obtain an 
abundant supply of shell-fish and ·crayfish, and to the 
li~htly timb_~red and open lands of the central valley and 
of parts of the east and north-east, where opossum,· 
wallaby, kangaroo, emu, and other ginne were more or 
less plentiful: 1 

It appears that the blacks were accustomed to take 
considerable pains, by means of periodical burnings, to 
keep down the scrub and promote the arowth of oTass 
on th~ir fa_vourite hunting-erounds. JVL~ny open plains, 
especi~lly ·m the nor~h, which were formerly known as 
favourite resorts of the blacks, subsequently became 
overgrown with forest through the discontinuance of 
these annual burnings. 

" The "button-grass" is a species of sedge (Gymnoscoenus sphaero-
-cepltalus-Nat. Ord. Cypemceae). · 

They usually roamed the country in smal~ groups or 
parties, probably composed. of nearly related families 
living together. Their carn.ps rarely contained more 
than 30 or 40 individuals-men, women, and children. 
At certain seasons of the year, however, large hunting 
parties were formed, in which th~ ·whole tribe, or 
possibly more than one tribe, joined forces to surround 
and drive the game. Such was, doubtless, the gathering 
of the Oyster Ba.y natives at Risdon in 1804, which was­
attended with such an unfortunate resnlt. The rnunber 
of natives, men and women, then engaged in driving the 
kangaroo was variously stated at from 300 to 500, though. 
it is probable that even the smaller number was an 
exaggerated estimate. Captain Kelly, in his evic).ence 
before the Committee, says that he saw. a mob of 300 at 
Brown's River in 1806, and about a dozen instances 0£ 
mobs numbering from 150 to 300 are report3d between 
1804 and 1826; but all these statements must be taken 
with considerable allowance for exaggeration. 

The natives were in the habit of visiting tlrn coast in 
the winter, it is said between June and October, though 
some of the tribes in the interior may not. have had 
access to the sea. Certain tribes must have lived on the 
coast almost constantly. Knopwoocl says that he had 
understood th'at the natives cross the country from east 
to west in the month of March; this would apply to the 
East Coast tribes only. Upon a consideration of the 
scanty available evidence and all the surrouncling circum­
stances, we may reject as exaggerated the conjectural 
guesses of 7000, or even 5000, as the OTiginal number 0£ 
the natives. \Ve may accept, as the best approximation 
to the truth that we are likely to obtain, Dr. Milligan's 
more moderate estimate that the total aboriginal popu­
lation of Tasmania did not at any time exceed 2000 
souls. 

Of the tribal organisation of the aborigines practically 
nothing is known, and the limits of the tribal divisions 
cannot be laid clown with any approach to certainty • 
G. A. Robinson a,nd other writers use the word ''tribe" 
with a good deal of laxity. Sometimes it is used to 
designate a small sub-tribe living in one community--e.g., 
the Macquarie Harbour tribe, numbering 30 souls only­
sometimes to indicate a whole group-e.,lf., the Oyster 
Bay and Big River tribes, ·which included several sub­
tribes and a considerable population. As the whole 
group in some cases took its name from a prominent sub­
tribe (e.g., Oyster Bay) it is often doubtful whether the 
group or the sub-tribe is intend.eel. 

G. W. Walker says that the members of the same 
"tribe " spoke of each other as "brother " an:1 " sister." 
Kelly, in his Boat Expedition, 1815-16, say3 that the 
chief, Laman-bunganah, at Ringarooma Po::nt on the 
North-East Coast, told him that he was at war with his 
'·brother" Tolo-bunganah, a powerful chief at ]l_ddy­
stone Point, on the East Coast. The term translated 

'"brother" must therefore have htLd a wide application, 
being used with relation to tribes or sub-tribes which 
were hostile, as well as to those which were friendly. 

In 1830, Robinson stated that he had been in commu­
_nication with sixteen "tribes." As this was long after 
many of the native hunting-grounds had been invacled 
by the whites, ancl the OTiginal tribal organisation had 
consequently been much disturbed, it is probable that 
the number of tribes was originally greater. As we 
have seen, Milligan conjecturally puts the number at 
twenty. Although Robinson dignifies the tribes· with 
the name of "nations," they were known to the settlers 
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by the designa:tion of "mobs." This conveys a moi·e 
correct idea of their numerical strength, which in many 
tribes was as low as 30, and probably in no case 

.. exceeded 200, or at most 250. , · · 
These "mobs" or sub-tribes group themselves into 

· several broad divisions, more properly deserving- the 
'name of "tribes." In these larger divisions separate 
· languages or dialects were spoken, the vocabularies of 
·. which wei·e wideLy different, as appears from Milligan's 
Vocabulary. Minor differences of dialect must have 
been numerous, for Robert Clark, the catechist, states 
that on his arrival at the Flinders' Settlement in 1834, 
eight· or ten cliff er en t languages or dialects were spoken 

· amongst the 200 natives then at the establishment, and 
that the blacks were "instructing each other to speak 
their respective tongues." 

. Robinson, as already cited, says that there were four 
main languages. Of these Milligan gives us the vocabu­
laries of three ; viz. :-( l) Sonth ; (2) vV est and North­
W est; and (3) East Coast. To these we may add (4) 
North-East tribes. 

We may now proceed to consider these four main 
groups more in detail. · . 

1. SOUTHERN TRIBES. 

" Tribes about Mount Royal, Brune Island, Recherche 
Bay, and the South of Tasmania."-..Zlfill~qmt's 
Vocabulary. 

These tribes occu1)ied both shores of D'Entrecasteaux 
· Channel and the coast of the mainland as far as South 
Cape. The French voyagers in 1792, and again in 1802, 
had opportunities of observing these natives in their 
primitive state. They found them friendly and well­
disposed. Labillardiere and Peron have preserved many 
interesting particulars respecting them. In the more 
southerly part of- the district the mountains, heavily 
wooded, nearly approach the shore, and here the blacks 
must have been mainly dependent on the sea for their 
food. Further north, towards the mouth of the H non, 
at Port Cygnet, North-vV est Bay, and North Bruny, the 
country was more open and favourable for game. The 
banks of the Upper Huou were too heavily timbered 
to afford much subsistence. The Bruny blacks were 
numerous, especially on the lightly wooded northern part 
of the island, which was a favourite hunting-ground. It 
seems to have been visited by the mainland natives, 
who crossed the channel in canoes. The natives were 
numerous on the west bank of the Derwent-at Black­
man's Bay, Brown's River, &c. At the latter place 300 
were seen in 1806. In all -this country wallaby, kan­
garoo, and opossum would be fairly plentiful. It cannot 
be cletermiued how far these tribes extended to the 
northward. They may pos;:ibly have occupied the pre­
sent site of Hobart, and even fmther up the western 
shore of the Derwent, but it is also quite possible that 
this country was claimed aR a hunting-ground by the Big 

· River tribe. There is nothing in the :features of- the 
. ground to forbid either alternative, and there is no evi-
dence to decide the point. Kelly (Evidence, Aboriginal 
Committee) says that the Southern natives were a finer 
race tha-n those in the interior, ancl also that they "took 
no part" with the latter. 

2. · .WESTERN TRIBES. 

"North-: ,Yest and Western Tribes."-Milligan's 
Vocabulary. 

The natives on the west of the island must have been 
·mainly confined to the sea coast, where they could draw 

their support from the sea, the country ii1land being· 
generally unsuitable for ga.me. Kelly, whose boat voy­
age was made at· midsummer, 1815, found nati,·es at 
various places all along the coast, from a point opposite· 

. the Maatsuyker Islands off the south coast to beyond 
Cape Grim in the north-west. [from the natl'tre of the 
country we may conclude that those to the east of South­
W est Cape belonged to the 1,V estern tribes rather than 
to the Southern group established at Recherche Bay. 
They were bold enough to cross to the Maatsuykers, 
which lie three miles out from the main, for Flinders in 
1798 noticed with surprise that the scrub on the largest. 
island· had been burnt. There was a small tribe at Port 
Davey, and another at Macqum:ie Harbour, which 
( according to Stokes and Backhouse) numbered some 
thirty souls only. The latter hacl canoes of bark in 
which they crossed the harboul'. They macle an attack 
on Kelly's party. 

At Trial Harbour, near Mount Heemskirk, there are· 
very large extensive shell mounds. Further north, on 
the Pieman and Arthur Rivers, thei-e were either one or 
two tribes, probably near the coast, thongh here there 
are occasional tracts which would support game: . Jn 
1832 Robinson speaks of four tribe5, numbering collec­
tively 100 souls, betweep. Port DLvey and Cape Grim. 
It is not clear whether he meant to include the Cape 
Grim natives. The latter were a strong and fierce 
tribe. In 1815 Kelly fell in with :1, mob of 50 on the 
largest of the Hunters' Group, i.e., Rob};iins Island .. 
They made a fierce attack on his 1nrty. It is said that. 
the natives visited all the islands of the H1mters' Group, 
by swimming, no doubt with the help of logs or canoes. 
They probably reached Albatross Island, seeing that 
they had a name for it, Tan_qatema. Though the main­
land is in many places densely timbered, there are open 
clowns at Woolnorth and other spots where game woulcl 
be fairly plentiful. 

There were tribes at Circular Head and at Emu Bay. 
Most of the hinterland was covered with dense, almost 
impenetrable, forest, but the high downs of the Hamp-· 

. shire and Smrey Hills and .Middlesex Plains ·were 
:favourite resorts. Other patches. of open_ country at 
intervals would probably afford to these tribes the means. 
of inland communication with their kinsmen on the west, 
as well as the more circuitous route by the c_oast. These 
open spaces were formerly more r.umerous, being kept 
clear by burning·. Macy of them have become over-· 
grown with timber since the removal of the natives. 

Hobbs (Boat Voyage, 1824) says that the natives 
travelled along th_e coast bet"'.een Circular Head and Port 
Soi'ell, keeping the country burnt for that purpose. This 
group of tribes may possibly have extended as far east 
as Port Sorell, though the Port Sorell blacks were more 
probably connected with the Port Dalrymple tribe. 

Kelly (Evidence, Aboriginal Committee) states that 
the West Coast natives were a finer race than the tribes 
iu the interior, and had no intercourse with them. The 
southern and western groups appear to have been quite· 
isolated from those on the eastern :;::icle of the island. 

3. CENTRAL TRIBES. 

"Tribes from Oyster Bay to Pit-;water."-.il.filligan's 
Vocabula1·y. 

The interior and eastern parts of the island were 
occupied by two powerful tribes-the Oyster Bay and 
the Big River. Their uortherr;. boundary may be 
roughly described as an irregular line beginning on the 
East Coast south of St. Patrick's Head, passing along 
the ranges to the south qf the South E_sk _River to a. 
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point at St. P.eter's Pass (north of Oatlancls), ancl thence­
to the Great Lake. It was these two tribes who were 
-the mos.t implacable enemies of the settlers, and it was 
against them almost exclusively that Colonel Arthur's 
~, Bl~,ck Line " operations were clirectecl. 

( a )-Tlte Oyster Bay T1·ibe. 
The Oyster Bay tribe or group of tribes occupied the 

:East Coast, and extenclecl inland to the central valley. 
'They took their name from Oyster Bay (Great Swan­
port). The long extent of coast, following the inlets 
;and peninsulas from north of Schouten Main (Freycinet's 
Peninsula) to Risdon on the Derwent, abounds in cray­
£sh and in oysters ·and other shell-fish, affording an 
:abundant supply of their favourite food. On the East 
Coast the hills lie some distance back from the sea, and 
the country yielded a sli.pply of game. Here the 
natiyes w,ere 1~umerous, especially- at certain seasons. It 
is said that as many as 300 have been seen in one mob. 
Robinson mentions two tribes on the coast-the Oyster 
Bay proper and the Little Swanport tribes. Their 
-canoes were seen at Schouten and :Maria, Islands. The 
latter was a favourite resort, and here Baudin's expedi­
tion (1802) fell in with a large mob, who showed them­
:selves decidedly hostile. Marion came into collision 
with them at Mai·ion Bay iu 1772. They roamed as far 
,.south as Tasman's Peninsula, resorting to a spot near 
:Mount Communication to obtain " flints." Tribes 
belonging to this group occupied the country behind the 
East Coast Tier-Eastern Marshes, Native Plains, and 
Prosser's Plains. They were numerous in the Pittwater 
-district-comprising Coal River and Richmo11d, Sorell, 
.and South Arm. :Mobs of 100 were seen at South Arm 
.and also at Kanga,roo Point (opposite Hobart), and 300 
.at Risdon, in 1804. To this same gToup of tribes 
doubtless belonged the natives ·who occupied the fine 
hunting country in the Jordan Valley, about Bagdad, 
Green Ponds, and Lovely Banks, towards the great 
-central divide. The names Hunting Ground, Native 
Corners, Native Hut River, and others, .indicate some 
"()f their ordinary resorts. Brodribb (Evidence, Abori­
ginal Committee) says that the eastern natives did not 
go further west than Abyssinia, ne·ar Bothwell. 

(b)-The Big River Tribe. 
The country to the west of the Central and Jordan 

Valleys was occupied by the Big River tribe. They 
took their name from the Big River, the early m.me of 
the river, now known as the Ouse. They occupied the 
valley of the Derwent,-with its tributaries, Ouse, Clyde, 
,and Shannon,-and the elevated plateau of the Lake 
Country, 2000 to 2500 feet above sea level. They 
travelled westward to Lake St. Clair and Mo_unt King 
William, and probably still further west beyond Mount 
Arrowsmith. All this district abounds in game-kanga­
roo, wallaby, and opossum. At Split Rock (neiir the 
Great Lake), at the London Marshes ( near Marlborough), 
. -ancl at the Native Tier, on the River Plenty, they found 
,stone suitable for their rude irriplements. From the 
•great central plateau they seem to have made descents 
into the district between Bothwell and Oa.tlands. We 
-cannot determine the boundary between them and their 
-eastern neighbours, the Oyster B:.>.y tribes. Brodribb 
•( Evidence Aboriginal Committee) says that he con­
sidered the Oyster Bay and Big River natives were one 
tribe, though the eastern natives did not go further west 
than Abyssinia. ·when harried by the whites the t\vo 
tribes made common cause against the strangers, and 

finally the Oyster Bay natives took refuge in the Lake, 
Plateau, where Robinson captured them, not far from. 
Lake St. Clair or Mount Arrowsmith. It cannot, 
however, be concluded that they were not originally 
distinct tribes. TheY were hostile to tl:.e :Northern. 
tribes. Gilbert Rob;rtson (Evidence Abo:::.'iginal Com­
mittee) states that either the Stony Creek or Port 
Dalrymple natives had killed many of the Oyster Bay 
native·s. 

4. NORTHERN AND NORTH-EASTERN TRIBES. 

There remain to be considered the tribes of the North 
and North-East. The language of the Ben Lomond 
tribe is aescribed as a distinct dialect by Kelly, Walker,. 
Backhouse, and others. Kelly (Boat Voyage, 1815) 
states that Briggs, the sealer, could speak the language of 
the North-East Coast tribes fluently. We may infer 
that this was the fourth language of which Robertson 
speaks, and it may have been common-with more or less 
variation-to the North-East Coast and Ben Lomond 
natives. It is difficult to determine the relationship of 
the tribes of the North Centre, the Port Dalrymple, and 
the Stony Creek tribes. The balance of probabilities 
inclines us to the belief that they were related rather to 
the North-Eastern group than to their Sou~hern neigh­
bours of the Oyster Bay tribe (with whom we know they 
were at feud), or to the tribes of the North-West. There 
is no mention of these tribes using canoes. 

(a)-The Stony Creell Tribe. 
The pastoraJ district ll'Ow know{1 as "The Midlands," 

lying in the centre of the Island, to the north of the 
Oyster Bay and Big River natives, was occupied by the 
Stony Creek tribe. They took their name from a small 
southern tributary of the South Esk, near Llewellyn, 
to the north of Campbell Town. They occupied the. 
Campbell Town and Ross districts, going south to'Black­
man's River, Salt Pan Plains, and Antill P-Jncls, and up 
tot.he foot of the Western Mountains, probably including 
the valleys of the Macquarie, Isis, and Lake Rivers. 
A mob of 200 were seen on the Macquarie River in 
1819. It is stated that about 1829, under their Chief 
Eumarrah, they frequented Norfolk Plains on the Lake 
River. If so they must have been allies of the Port 
Dalrymple natives. The com1try they occupied abounded. 
in game, being lightly timbered ancl well grassed. They 
had excellent "flint" quarries at Stocker's Bottom and 
Glen Morriston, to the south-east of Ross. In the 

· Tasmanian :Museum there is a fine collec;:;ion of stone 
implements procured at Glen Morriston by the late Mr. 
Scott. It is said that the Oystm· Bay natives also 
obtained "flints" from the same localities. The Stony 
Creek natives were a strong tribe and gave much trouble 
to the settlers. Part of their district was included in the 
" Black Line " operations. 

(b)-The Port Dalrymple Tribe . 
The country to the north of the Stony Creek 

natives-including the neighbomhood of Perth, Evan­
dale, Launceston, the North Esk, and p,:obably both 
banks of the Tamar-was occupied by tle Port Dal­
rymple tribe.* They are said to have mustered in large 
numbers_ on various occasions. Once 200 of them pro­
ceeded from the neighbourhood of Launceston, by way 
of Paterson's Plains (Evandale) to the Lake River. 

* The settlements on the Tamar were at first known under the name of 
Port Dalrymple. , 
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:Native Point, near· Perth, a favourite haunt. Here 
they got stone for theiT implements. They probably 
TOamecl westward as far as Longford and Westbury, if 
not further. The districts they occupied are some of 
the finest in Tasmania; in its native state, a well grassed 
country with abundance of game. Their relation to 
other tribes is uncertain. They appear to have been in 
league with their Southern neighbours-the Stony 
Creek natives-and were, probably, also related to the 
North-Eastern group. The tribes as far as Port Sorell, 
and even as far as the l\!Iersey, may have belonged to 
this group. But there is no_ evide:b.ce to show how far to 
the eastward the North-Western group of tribes ex­
tended. Possibly, the boundary may· be placed in the 
forest country on the west bank of the :Mer:,ey. . But it 
is uncertain to which group the Mersey and Port Sorell 
natives belonged. The evidence of language is not of 
much · assistance. The Tamar was Ponrabbel; the 
:Mersey was Paranapple or Pirinappl. The variation is 
hardly sufficient to establish either difference or. consan-
guinity. / . 

Kelly (Evidence Aboriginal Committee) states that 
the tribes· of the North and East take part with the 
tribes in the interior. He probably means that the Port 
Dalrymple, natives (North) were in league with those of 
Stony Creek; and the Oyster Bay natives (East) with 
those of the Big River. 

(c)-The Ben Lomond Tribe. 

The Ben Lamond natives occupied the fertile valley 
of the South Esk, abounding in game. Their neigh'­
bours to the west were the Stony Creek tribe. They· 
may have had access to the sea coast at Falmouth, by 
St. :Mary's Pass, though this was a dense forest. They 
took their name from the great Ben Lamond range, 
rising to an elevation of .over 5000 feet. The valleys of 
the 11101-mtain were probably too densely wooded to afford 
much game, but that they roamed over the highlands is 
shown by their having given the name of JWeenamata to 
the lagoon on the plateau at the summit of the mountain. 
Perhaps the strongest proof of the separateness of the 
North-Eastern tribes-or, at least, that of Ben Lamond-

is afforded by the variation in the word for "riYer." 
The South Esk was Mangana lienta. Elsewhere the 
word was linah :, e.g., Huon, Ta/tune linalt (~outh);. 
Jordan, Kutah linah (S. interior). 

( d )-Nm·th-East Coast Tribes. 
We find mention of tribes or sub-tribes along the 

whole stretch of coast from George's Bay, on the East 
Coast, to the entrance to the Tamar (Port Dalrymple),, 
on· the North. On various occasions mobs were met; 
with at George's Ba,y and George's River; at the Bay 
of Fires and Eddystone Point; at Cape Portland, in the: 
extreme north-east; at Ringai'Ooma Point; at. Foresters­
River; at Piper's River; and on the east side of the­
mouth of the Tamar. In 1806, a mob of 200 natives: 
came to the first settlement at George Town, just within 
the entrance to Port Dalrymple, on the east bank of the 
Tamar. In the north-east part of the island the country 
is, in many places, open for some miles inla.nd from the 
coast, and in such places there would be game. The: 
interior is mountainous and heavily timbered, and, very 
probably, was not occupied by the natives. 

ln conclusion, to sum up the -result of our enquiry, we 
find, ( 1) That the aborig·inal population probably did not. 
exceed 2000 : (2) that there were four main groups of 
tribes ; viz.-( a) South ; ( b) West and North-West;: 
( c) Central and East ; ( d) 'North and North-East : 
(3) that these groups were divided by strongly marked 
differences of language : ( 4) that the Southel'Il andi 
vVestel'Il tribes were completely isolated from those on, 
the eastern side of the islanc1, and that a similar separa­
tion existed between the North and North-Eastern tribes. 
on the one.hand, and those of the Centre and East on 
tlle other : ( 5) that within the groups each tribe and 
sub-tribe probably occupied a definite district which wa& 
recognised as its special territory: (6) that the tribes. 
within each group, though generally leagued together,. 
were at times at feud with each other : (7) that in later 
years, after the Emopean occupation, the tribes-espe­
cially those of the east and centre of the island-lai(l 
aside their differences, and made common cause against 
the white intruders. 
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