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TELEGRAM. 
Melbourne, 18th July, 1878. 

IT is stated that an outbreak of Scab has taken place in Tasmania. Please favour me with full 
information on the subject immediately. · 

·cHIEF SECRETARY, Victoria • 
. Chief Secretary, Tasmania. 

TELEGRAM. 
18th July, 1878. 

CHIEF Inspector of Sheep .states that the report is not true. 

• Chief Secretary, Victoria. COLONIAL SECRETARY, Tasmania. 

Colonial Sec;et~r1/s Offece, Hobart Town, 20th July, 1878 . 
. 'Srn, 

THE day before yesterday I had the honor to forward you the following telegram in reply to 
one received that day from you with reference to a reported outbreak of f:'\cab in 'l'asmania :-

" Chief Inspector of Sheep states that the report is not true." 

I now take the earliest opportunity of sending you copy of a letter from the Chief· Inspector of 
Sheep upon the subject, which fully demonstrates the unfounded character of the report; and affords 
strong grounds for the presumption that it was raised with the intention of directly injuring the 
breeders of stud Sheep in this Colony. { 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) Tke Bon. tlie Chief Secretary, Victoria. · WM. MOORE. 

inspector of Sheep Offece, 18th July, 1878. 
Srn, 

I HAVE now the honor to refer more fully to the subject of the telegram you received to-day 
from the Chief Secretary of Victoria with reference to a reported outbreak of scab in Tasmania. 

I have also received a telegram from l\ilessrs. Powers, Rutherford, & Co., through Mr. James 
Gibson, which states that it was reported in the Argus newspaper that an outbreak of scab had 
taken place in the neighbourhood of Messrs. Kermode and James Gibson. 

The report is utterly untrue, as is fully explained in my Report which you only received 
yest~rday, and which, of course, can only be printed in the ordinary way after presentation to 
Parliament. · 

No outbreak of scab has taken place in• any dean district in Tasmania: in fact, what has 
recently occurred in the Lake Country, and out of which the prosecution at Ross arose, cannot be 
considered a fresh outbreak of scab at all. 

The run is not in a Clean Sheep District ; and, moreover, it has all along been looked upon 
by me with considerable suspicion, but still no actual disease could be discovered by the Inspector 
until an infected sheep from this run got into a flock of Mr. Kermode's immediately adjoining, at 
lnterlaken. The suspected flock was then immediately examined, and in it was found a sheep with 
one spot upon it. The flock was at once taken possession of by the Inspector, under my instructions, 
and a competent person placed in charge. They were, of course, notwithstanding the inclemency of 
the season, dipped twice by the gentleman in charge of them. The owner ,vas prosecuted at Ross, 
not because the run is in that district, but. because it was the most convenient place for all the parties 
interested to go to, including myself. The owner of the flock, Mr. Thomas oavage, was fined in all 
£)67. 



• 

4 

· Mr. Kermode's flock, tn which the infected sheep was found, -of course had to be dipped. It 
is, however, 30 miles from-Mona Vale where Mr. Kermode's stud flock is. 

I 

The report that this case arose in the neighbourhood of' or in the Midland District must have 
been sent to Victoria by .some malicious person, probably an enemy of Messrs. Gibson and Kermode. 
The object is obvious enough. It must have been done with the view of exciting alarm in the minds 
of breeders and purchasers of stud sheep in Victoria and New South Wales; and probably this might 
result in the exclusion of Tasmanian sheep at tb,e approaching sales in Melbourne next ~onth. 

I trust you will take immediate steps to disabuse the mind of the Victorian Chief Secretary of 
the idea which a groundless report has given birth to, and assure him that the flock in question is 
the only one now in Tasmania that I know to -be ,unclean, and that it is not in a " Clean Sheep 

. District.'' 

· The districts in the Midlands and the North -where all the Stud ·sheep g·o from, have bee~ clean 
for years_; and the law is now, and in point of fact has been for .a Jong time, s9 stringently carried 
out that it is impoi::sible for sheep from the southern unproclaimed districts to go north. 

For anything that I know, so far as .. disease is .concerned, even all those districts, with the 
exception of the one where Mr. Savage's flo_ck. is, mig·ht be proclaimed clean to-morrow. I only 

:refrain from doing so until after next shearing season because it would suspend the operation of the 
compulsory dipping Clause, 25 of "Scab Act, 1875," and I do not think this advi~able until next 
year. · 

I have, &c. 
·JAMES WHY'l'E. 

Tlie Hon. Colonial Secretary. 

Sm, 
Colonial Secretary's Offece, Hobart Town, 20th July, 1878. 

·1 IIAVE-the honorto acknowledge the-receipt of your letter of .the 18th instant, referring more 
fully to the subject of the telegram received from the Chief Secretary of Victoria, with reference to 
a reported outbreak of'Scab in Tasmania . 

. A copy .of your communication has :been forwarded by this day's mail to the Hon. the Chief 
,Secretary of Victoria.; and-I trust that the sat~sfactory statement made by you :will dissipate any 
alarm that may have been caused by th_e unfounded and false report referred to.. · 

The Cliief Inspector 4 S!teep. 

;· 

I have, &c. 

_J.HfF,S _DAliNA!iD, 
GOVRRNllIE:-.T l' fLINTirn, 'l'AS)[ANIA. 

W-M. ,MOORE. 


