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Srn, 

Tasmanian Government Railways, 
General Manager's Office, Launceston, 15th August, 1890. 

IT was not my intention, after reading in the Public Works Statement that you considered, 
·upon the whole, my co_ndemnation of the construction of the railways was too sweeping, to have 
offered any remarks. From time to time in my Annual Report I have expressed an opinion upon 
the subject as a matter of protection to myself, so that when renewals are required at an early date, 
and the working expenses go up in proportion, I may be able to offer a tangible reason therefor. 

Since the Public W arks Statement was published, however, you have been kind enough to 
supply me with a copy of the Engineer-in-Chief's. Report, to which you make reference in your 
Statement. In- it I find that gentleman makes use of the terms "exaggerations," and "inconsistent 
statements" as applied to myself. 

After mature reflection I have decided to ask very respectfully your permission to reply, and 
that my reply may have the same publicity as the Report of the Engineer-in-Chief. 

To deal with the Report generally, the basis of my complaint is contained m some half dozeDi 
lines on page 7 of my Annual Report, including-

Unnecessary steep grades. 
Weak section of rail (Mersey Line.) 
Wooden box culverts in bank 15 and 16 feet deep. 
Insufficient waterways. 
Inferior timber work. 
Bad class_ of sleepers. 
Shortness of ballast. 

With regard to the first, the Don Hill and the Chudleigh Lines alone speak for themselves,. 
the former on a grade of 39·7 or thereabouts, the latter having a difference of elevation of 6 inches 
only in the two termini, with its numerous g·rades of 1 in 40. 

The Mersey Rail is still on the line, causing the use of some 400 sleepers additional per mile,. 
with all the cost of ,enewing,_ packing, &c. 

New waterways and many chains of drains are all to be seen on the lines. 

Inferior timber can be pointed out. Timber cut one day and put into buildings the_ next,. 
necessitating expense which, if_ timber was of good quality and condition, would be avoided. The
inferior sleepers I pass over, as my contention has been admitted in this connection. 

With regard to shortness of ballast, it has been s·o sparsely supplied in places that it has been 
at times unsafe to allow one train to follow another until the repairers have go11e to the curves and 
repaired the damage done by the passing of the first train. TJ.ie curves on the Mersey Line 
were propped up for months with _spars, and packed with sleepers to enable trains to get over 
them-so much so that the officer in charge of maintenance will tell yoi1 that it was always a 
matter of uncertainty, when a train started, whether it would reach its destination in safety. 

The Engineer-in-Chief is evidently under a misapprehension when he deals with the matter 
of working expenses. 

In stating that" if a comparison is made between the cost of maintaining the much vaunted 
Western Line directly after its opening and the narrow gauge lines, it is altogether to the credit of 
the latter," the Engineer-in-Chief is also in error. The figures stand as follow:-

W estern Line.-First three years' maintenance, 1872-73-74, (for 1871 the line was maintained 
by Contractors). 

Average cost per train mile ......................... .. 
Per cent. of Receipts ................................ . 
Per cent. of Expenditure .......................... .. 

]1·75d. 
25·14 
28·21 
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Government Ljnes.-For years 1886-87-88. 
Average cost per train mile ...... :;.................... ls. 4·5d. 
Per cent. of Receipts .... : ..... -.~·;......... .. . . .. . ..... 38 · 19 
Per cent. of Expenditure ...... ; ................. ; .. :·· 42 · 33 

I am assured by those officers who have been in the Railway service since the opening of the 
Western Line that after the Contractors left the line a ballast train has never worked between Evan
dale ,Junction and Deloraine. On the Mersey Line a ballast train was out in 1887, and for three 
months of the current year a ballast trai1! has.been continually at work on the :LVIersey Line. 

I do not propose to traverse the Engineer-in-Chief's Report item by i~em-rny general 
remarks, I think, deal sufficiently with the Report." I will therefo1·e, in conclusion, take the last 
paragraph, in which the Engineer-in-Chief. writes as follows :-

" I now· desire to place on record rny denial of the accuracy of the Report as a fair statement 
of the condition of the lines as a. whole when referred to as inefficientlv constructed. Indeed, a 
reference to Returns 11 and 20, attached to Manager's Report, will sho\v that it. carries its ow11 
refutati_on, for not only (see Return No. 11) are the working expenses per train mile lower than 
;my other Colony, but w01·king· expenses of the Tasmanian Hail ways (Return No. 20) have steadily 
decreased for the last five years, as the nP.w permanent way lias bqcome consolidated." 

It is quite true that_ the working expenses, since I have had the honor to manage your 
Railways, have diminished until they are now as low, or lower, than those of any of the other 
Colonies, but tltis refers to tlw.worhing expenses as a whole. I yet contend they might be lower. · 

' · In the identical Report the 1;eturns of which the Engineer-in-Chief refers to, will he found· a 
Decennial Return of receipts and expenses in full detail. (Return.No. 21.) · 

Let us analyse the Decennial Return _and see how much consolidation of new permanent way 
has done for us. Taking· the five years· q noted by the Engineer-i n-_Chief, it will be seen that the 
maintenance in 1886 cost more than in 188,1l, in 1887 it is much more than in 1886, in 1888 · 
there is a slight reduction over 18!-<7, whilst .in 1889 there is a reduction, brought about by _the 
introduction of a new element-the faithfully constructed Scottsdale Line. 

If we eliminate the Scottsdale Line from our calculations, there is a slight increase over 1888. 

Upon comparision, it is fom1d that the maintenance of the Government Railways is worked at 
a higher charge than in any Colony except Queensland. Compared ~with1the Main Line it is far 
higher, although the Engineer-in-Chief ha~ certified that thousands of pounds have· been charged 
by the Main Line Company to Maintenance which should have been charged to Capital Account. 

. 'l'he Accountant has been good enough to prepare and certify for me some Returns which I 
append hereto. From these can be gleaned the startling facts that whilst the niaintenance of the Main 
Line, including all tlte disputrd items, absorbed only 29·28 pe1· cent of receipts, the maintenance of the 
Government Hail~ays absorbed 37·79 pe1· cent of receipts. Similarly, whilst of the Main Line 
Company's working expenses maintenance cost 30·03 per cent, on the Government Lines the 
proportions was 42·94:,·and whilst the cost of. m3:intenance per train mile on the Main Line was 
ls. 3·02d.,· the cost per tn~in mile on the G~vernment Line was ls. 4·lcl. 

: At the request of Mr. Dowline;;·I enclose his sub.,idiary report .. 

Finally, it was with great relucta·nce that in my yearly reports I felt constrained to touch 
lightly_ upon defects which were daily forced upon my notice. It is with greater regret that I now 
feel it necessary .to go more fully into details, and as evidence that, ·to a great extent, the faults of 
construction had attracted attention· prior to my arrival in- the Colony, I append reports, written 

_ shortly after the opening-of the Mersey Line in 1885, by lVIr. Batchel'or, Locomotive Superintendent, 
and l\Ir. Dowling, the Officer in charge of lVIaintenance, and others, including a letter from the 
Engineer-in-Chief to Mr. Weedon, bearing date 29th December, 1885, in which it is stated that all 
deficiencies in worl1s ltave been com7)(/unded for in one final payment. This is a direct admission that 
deficiencies existed, and were known to the _Engineer-in-C,hief. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 

Your obed.ient .Servant, 

FRED. BACK, General Ma~ager. 

The Hon. the Minf,iter of Lan<f,s and Works, .Hobart. 
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'l'ASMANIAN GOVE.RNMENT RAILWAYS. 

G0.1l1.P .ARATIVE Statement of tlte .Average Go.yt of .iVIaintenance of Colonial Rail,vays fm· 
Tltree Yean. 

Cost prr CMtpm· Pe1· cent. qf Pei· cent. of Rrdlway. Year. Train m.ile. JJfile open. Gross Receipts. Total Bxpl7!ditm·e. 

-------
s. d. £ 

T asrnanian Government';, .......... 1887-8-9 1 4·1 152·2 37·79 42·95 

" 
Main Line ··············· 1887-8-9 1 3·02t 181 · 15t 29·28 30·03 

V ictoria 
f 1886-7 { 0 9·17 179·7 12·72- 20·72 ································· l 1887-8 _s· 18SS-9 

N Tew South ·wales ..................... 
f 1887 { 1 2·46 204·1 17·75 27·03 { 1887-8 } .1888-9 

s onth Australia ........................ 
f 1886-7 J 0 ll·44 88 15·83 28·03 l 1887-8 

1888-9 

Q neenslaml ···························· 1886-7-8 1 8·20 146·65 31 ·45 47·58 

N r ew Zealand ......................... , . 
S 1887-8 -~ 

1888-9 
'-.1889-90) 

1 8·11 135·78 23·39 35.·76 

' 
C ape of Good Hope ......... : ........ 1887-8-9 1 5:7. 167·63 18·1 34·16 

NOTE.--'-Avcrage train miles on Government Lines, 350,030. 
,, ,, · Main Line Hailway, 353,021. 

" Excluding the cost of working tho Scottsdale Line, which was opened for five months only; the average cost of 11'.Iainten
ance per train mile is ls . . 4 · 3d. ; percentage of Gross Receipts, 38 · 04 ; and percent.atge of Total Expenditure, 43 · 20 .. 

t Mileage between Launceston and Evandalc Jtmction exclmlc<.l. 

V{. H. LOVETT, Accountant. 

TASMANIAN GOVERNMENT RAILV\TAYS. 

G0.1.vI P .A RAT IV E Statement of the Average Cost of TVorliin.lJ each Department of Cu!un ·at 
Rail1vays per _cent. of Total Expendit1tre for J'hree Years. 

-wm--=----=-~-===~-

Railway. Yem·. 1lfaintena nee. Loco., Cmrial)c, T1·ct.ffic. 
General and Tota(. and lV"//Oll. Sundrim,'. 

---------·----------- ------

Tasmanian Government ...... 1887-8-9 42·95 31·66 19·77 5·62 100 

" 
Main Line ......... 1887-8-9 3·)·03 34·90 ]4·97 20• !0d 100 

51886-7 1 Victoria ........................... 1887-8 20·72 30·53 44·B2" 3·83 10:) 
b888-9 _§ 

New South Wales 
f 1887 J 27·0~ 37·99 29·53" 5·45 lOD ............ l 1887-8 

1888-9 

f 1886-7 J South Australia .................. 1888-9 28·03 40·39 27·14 4·44 100 
1889-90 

Queeensland ..................... 1886-7-8 47·58 30·84 20·96 0•62C 10:) 

f 1887-8 ( 
New Zealand ..................... 1888-9 35·76 32·73 26·47 5:04 100 t 1889-90 5 ' 

I Cape of Good Hope ............ 1887-8-9 34·16 37·80 17·50 10•54b 100 
I 

a Includes Compensation. 
b Includes maintenanco of telegraph Jinc5, fuel plantations, ,,-harf expenses, rAnts, and cartage. 
c lt wuuld appear from the very low percentage that cha1·ges. usually mu<.le against General Charges ham been distributefl 

over other Departmental charges. 
d Includes London expenses. 

W. H. LOVETT, Accountan·. 
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Extract from" .1lfol,e~7v,ortli," 1888 Edition. 

ON the Railways of Great Britain, the proportion of the details of Working Expenses is as follows:-
Maintenance of Way............................................................ 15 per cent. 
Locomotive and Carriage Department ................ :...................... 38 ,, 
Traffic Charges .................................................. .'................ 26 ,, 
Miscellaneous, including Police, Watching, Compensation.............. 14 ,, 
Duty, Rate~, &c .................... , ......................... :.................... · 7 ,, 

Total Expenses ........... ,...... 100 
= 

General Manage1·. 
Enginf!er's OJfice, Launceston, August 13t!t, 1890. 

REFERENCE TO ANNUAL REPORT, 1890. 

BEARING upon the Engineer-in-Chief's Report of the 30th nit., I submit the following remarks 
to substantiate the statements made by me of _"faulty and incomplete constru('tion increasing the 
cost of working," &c., as mentioned in my Report for year ending 1889. 

I will at first refer to the Mersey Extension, "Deloraine to Devon port"-" That this Section 
taxes the resources of the Department to the utmost," &c. 

When it was proposed to ha!}d over this line for traffic in 1885, exception was taken to the 
serious deficiencies of construction, and these were to a large extent. acknowledged and noted by the 
Engineer-in-Chief. 

Some time after this, in compliance with your request " that an officer of the Construction 
Department should report upon the line," Mr. Sheard, accompanied by myself, made a careful 
examination, and in his report fully confirmed my complaints, giving his estimate of cost of necessary 
work. This was not at once acted upon, and after coping with the difficulties of the situation as 
long as it was possible, I was compelled to urgently request assistance, as the safety of the line was 
threatened; and then several amounts being authorised, the total of which did not cover the esti
mate given by Mr. Sheard, the formation was strengthened and some extra ballast put on. At une 
period the want of ballast and weakness caused much anxiety, and the safe condition was only 
secured by an increase of labour and attention. In some instances the super-elevation of the outer 
rail in sharp curves had to be supported with timber. 

The money authorised ·being found insufficient, it has been .necessary to expend over £1500 to 
strengthen the section during current year; this was charged to Maintenance. A .more careful and 

. satisfactory finish would have removed the necessity for this expen~iture, at auy rate to a large 
extent. The resources of the staff were also taxed in the endeavour to save from fire the chock and 
log fences thl'0ugh the summer month~, and, excluding all extra labour and overtime, an amount 
of over £300 was spent in one season making good the losses with a more suitable design. The 
weakness of the 401b. rail, which reeeives support from an unusual nuinber of sleepers under it, 
-becomes apparent as the timber commences to decay, and a premature removal of the timber be
•comes necessary to save the rails from getting crippled. This also gives an equivalent amount of 
labour both in removing, and daily to keep pace with this work additional men are being employed. 
Ten thousand (10,000) sleepers, or 10 per cent., will barely meet the r,·quirements for the ensuing 
year. · 

As I have Detore stated, and still maintain, all extra culverts and openings of increased capacity 
put in since the line was taken over (the necessity for whieh was proved), have been charged against 
the Departmeut. · 

THE FINGAL LINE-46i MILES. 

The expenditure upon this line repairing flood damages, £570, was caused to a large extent by 
faulty construction of culverts, and has been a charge ag·ainst Maintenance. lt is admitted that the 
staff is excessive for a line of its character, carrying such a light traffic ·and comparatively a sm·face 
line over an open and sound country; but must direct your attention to my frequent reports of 
the large amount of extra work performed in improving and strengthening the road. No actual 
value can be quoted, as it was not separated from ordinary maintenance, but the whole line through
out has been strengthened and ballasted to a large extent, its present satisfactory condition being due 
to the fact. With regard to Bain's fencing, it is quite correct that £300 was provided towards re
erecting· the fence, but a considerable time elapsed before this provision was made. The fence, weak 
on its erection, was rendered more weak by the contractors being permitted to sell some 5000 
droppers which were originally provided, and a large amount of the repairers' time was occupied in 
repairing and assisting in re-erection so as to spin out the £300 as far as possible. The unusual 
practice. of allowing side cuttings to be taken out by contractors dose up to fences and brwks has 
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,given much work to the repairers in buil<ling in the posts with stone or rock. Some idea of the 
value of this work may be arrived at when it is learned that a special engine was employed on 
-several occasions hauling stone for this work. 

The ordinary Maintenance Staff of this line and the Scottsdale are now numerically the same, 
.although no comparison of the character of the country through which the latter passes can be 
made, proving the advantages resulting in a careful and finished condition. 

'l'HE DERWENT VALLEY. . 

The Bridgewater and New Norfolk Section is located in such a manner as to materially 
increase the cost of maintenance, and it is in these moist localities that an ample and sound bearing 
,of ballast of really good quality is so essential; whereas in fact even the full interpretation of the 
·present construction specification was barely afforded, rendering it a matter of extreme difficulty 
to retain a satisfactory maintenance. A safe condition is not the only desideratum to be considered, 
as this may be secured and at the same time want of ballast may cause a permanent injury to the 
way and of the stock. 

The statement "that to want of protection to earthworks at Plenty against damages by flood, 
is to be largely attributed the loss" of the embankment washed away by the late floods is unfair, 
.for, before the line-was opened, in the presence of myself and another officer you directed the 
attention of the Engi'neer-in-Chief to the want of stone-guards at foot of the embankments. The 
Engineer-in-Chief remarked that a little grass seed on the slopes was all that was required, and 
your reply was that the first heavy flood would damage the banks, and you r.ould not take them 
over unless they were protected. The Engineer-in-Chief, who did not agree with you, stated "that 
if the banks were washed away he would pay for repairs." The bank was washed away, ·and the 
Construction Department paid for its renewal £545. The Traffic Department lost by stoppage of 
traffic for a fortnight, and generally the expenses of the Maintenance Department were heavily 
increased. 

L. DOWLING. 

June 5th, 1885 . 
.Sm, 

I HAYE the honor to enclose a copy of a report received by me this afternoon from the Loco
.motive Superintendent upon the running condition of the Mersey Extension. 

In forwarding these reports from the Depart.mental Officers, I am anxious that it should be 
,clearly nnderstood that neither one of them nor myself would venture to criticise the Engineer-in
Chief, but we a1·e compelled simply to report the statB of matte1·s as found in connection with the 
new railway;:, which must necessarily interfare with the satisfactory working and development of 
traffic. 

1'/te Honorable N. J. BROWN, M.H.A., 
Minister of Lands and Works. 

DEAR Srn, 

I have, &c. 
R. W. LORD. 

Locomotive Superintendent's Office, 
Launceston, ,5th June, 1885. 

I HAVE to report that when riding on the engine from Formby this morning I noticed that the 
Permanent Way is in a very bad state of repair. Since the late heavy rains the road has subsided 
in dozens of places, and the trains run over them at very great risk. A great number of the banks 
.have also sunk at the ends of bridg·es and culverts; there are also a larg·e amount of crippled rails, 
.and the line not being fenced the cattle stray on to it to lie down. 

I may also state that there are no lengths-men or repairers ·between Formby and the 
Whitetoord Hills, all the men being· at this end. I have cautioned the Enginemen not to run to 
time on thi~ Section, as I do not consider it safe ; the sleepers being· only shovel packed, the wet has 
thoroughly soaked under the road, some of which is not safe to run over at ten miles an hour. 

I beg also to point out to you that I have no duplicates or spare gear of any description for 
the Mersey stock. Should the train get off the road or break a number of springs, it will have to 
stand until it can be· repaired. · 

Yours obediently, 
W. E. BATCHELOR. 

R. W. LORD, Esq., Jl1.anager, &-c. 
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DEAR Sm, 

Locomotive Superintendent's O.-ffice, 
Launceston, 14th July, 1885. 

I HAVE to report that the 3 ·5 P.M. train yesterday was delayed owing· to one of the 
· buckles breaking when the train was just the othel' side .of Kimberley's Ford. 

springs 

This road is still very rough, which throws very great strain on the spring·s, andi as you are 
aware, I have no duplicates with th~s stock, this engine will have to stand id!~ until it is repaired. 

I would beg to suggest that the Resident Engineer be asked to try and get some of the holes 
picked up and a better running top put on the road, or we will be having all the stock in the shops 
for repairs. 

Yours obediently, 
,v. E. BATCHELOR. 

R. W, LoRD, E.~q., Manager, g"c. 

l9tli December, 1885. 
&iR, . 

I II.AVE the honor to enclose herewith copy of the Assistant Engineer's U,eport on the Mersey 
Extension, when taking the Permanent Way and Works over from the Contractors. 

I have, &c.' 
A. WEEDON, Deputy 1J1.anager. 

Tlie1fon. N. J. BROWN, M.H.A., Minister of Lands and VVorl1s. 

DEAR Sm, 

Engineer's Offece, Launceston, 19th December, 1885. 

w ESTERN EXTENSION TO FORMBY. 

I DEG to report that, in compliance with instructions received on the I st inst., I have made a 
careful inspection of the above extension to determine upon the sectional division of the line for 
maintenance purposes. I have been fairly successful in securing a good class of labo0r :ind in 
organising· a system of maintenance which I trust will, with careful supervision, secure a safe com!ition. 
Seven (7) sections_ varying-from 4½ miles to 6 miles in length have been determined upon, according 
to the nature of the line, each in charge of a g·anger and three (3) men, making 28 men for 37 miles. 
This is a low estimate for maintenance, especially for the first 12 months. 'l'he period of main
tenance by the Government commenced on the 12th of the month. In the interest of the Traffic 
Departmen~ I have noted and desii;e to direct attention to the state of the line, as completed by the 
contractors, hitherto to be maintained out of revenue. 'l'he general finish of the work throug·hout 
is not altogether satisfactory, and a larger amount of work is forced upon the Department than 
should be reasonably expected. 'l'he bridges, flood openings, ancl culverts are substantially de
signed and erected, and apparently of ample capacity. The drainage generally is faulty, side 
<lrain~, inlets, and outlets are roughly finished and riot larg·e enough. Several portions of the line 
are liable to be submerged, which actually was the case last winter, and considerable, damag·e· done. 
Sub-ways and deep drains must be made to avoid this, if. possible, in future. In many places pipes 
aud boxes must be inserted t9 prevent overflow; to what extent I cannot probably determine at 
present, 01· perhaps u11til the damage is done. 'fhe Permanent Way is fairly strong in construction 
and has a good timber bearin~· surface, the sleepers being good and closely laid on. The fair rnn
ning condition at present noticeable is equaliy due to this, as to the superior class of Rolling Stock 
placed on the line, which is running very smoothly even over poi·tions of the line of known bad 
condition. 

There is a serious want of reg·ular and sufficient expansion allo,vance, which I consider a great 
fault, as it will naturally increase as the metals run out under the strain of traffic, and will necessitate 
cutting to avoid what is already apparent, ~md undue strain and kinking· up at the joints. Little 
lifting or beater packing has been attempted-in fact, I know it has been forbidden, as it would 
necessitate i·unniog out more bit!last. 1'/te quanti,ty of ballast under the sleepers in -very many places 
is far below t!te quantity .~pecified, and ir1sutficient to retain a good runninp condition without lifting. 
The road from Deloraine to Formby is more or less foll of these slacks; and I consider the ru1111ing 
top generally' is left in a very unsati<;factory state. No: 2 section,-;-The· old tramVl'ay is weak in many 
places, the narrow banks and formation disallowing the necessary lifting am! canting of the way in 
curves, as it w·ould not support the ballast. A g·ood deal has been done to strengthen sume of the 
banks, but not to the extent it is required, or will have to be done. A safe and good ruuning con
dition for anything faster than your present time table cannot be secured under the present state of 

· these banks, and I estimate there is t,vo or three months' work with the ballast eng·ine and a gang of 
men to effectively strengthen this section: 'llte contractors "ltai:e aclmowledged to me their inability 
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to maintain it as ·it stands, and tltefr consequent complete neglect of ·it, which has resulted in their 
attempt to pass it over in a strained and crippled condition. With our limited strength, the straight
ening of these rails will occupy much time. The amount of extra labour forced upon the depart
ment, I contend, is mol'e than shonld be reasonably expected, and I trnst _1riy requisitions for assist
ance may not be disregarded or considered uncalled for ~hen the occasions arise. The \Vay when 
lifted will require more ballast in many localities, in others it is heavier than required, which is the 
irregularity and want of .finislt complained of. 

Nearly all the Points and Crossings are very indifferently laid in, and will reqnire correcting; 
. some will have to be taken out altogether am! relaid. Sidings and loops are also faulty in this 
respect. A Siding at Whitefoord Hills laid in with tram-rails and unfished joints is hardly fit for 
traffic, and must be early relaid. 

Stock. Yards have been erected of fairly good quality, but nearly all on land subject to flood 
waters, and no provision has been made to drain or allow for raising them. Where there is much 
stock traffic they will require pitchi:ig·. The station bnildings are of a sufficient substantial 
character at present, but will possibly require some extension as the traffic is developed. 

The Platforms, with one excepticm, are strongly constructed of a stone wall filling in, and 
topped with gravel. 

Latrobe, Formby, an<l Railton will reqnire asphalting m· they will get very ~et in winter time. 
Just now they are dusty. Some miles of old fencing near Latrobe erected by the Mersey Tram
way Company is in a very bad state, and will not prevent cattle trespassing, any injury to which ~he 
Department will be liable for, besides the risk to the passing trains. This will require renewmg 
within 12 months. -There is no stock of rails left on hand, in fact, not one. A small supply must 
be obtained at once. A sum of about £:WO, or possibly a little less, will be required for equipment 
of gangs. I will submit for approval a list of tools, trollies, &c., arranged to be taken over from the 
Contractors at satisfactoi•y prices, which will 11early reach £1 OU. ·Every endeavour, as soon' as gangs 
are settled and equipped, will be made to -improve the present condition. Until then I trust no 
attempt will be made to materially increase the speed of the trains, as, I before remarked, the condi
tion at present will not stand it. 

I am, &c. 
L.·DOWLJNG. 

A. WEEDON, E,Wj. 

Lands and ·works Office, Hobart, 22nd December, 1885. 
Srn, 

T AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 19th i11stant, covering copy of 
Report of Assistant-Engineer O"n the Mersey Extension when taking the Permanent Way and 
Works over from the Contractors, and to inform you that your letter and copy of report have been 
referred to the Engineer-in-Chief. 

I have, &c. 
T. R. ATKINSON, Minister's Secretary. 

A. VVEJmoN, Esq., Deputy 1J1anager of Railways, Launceston. 

Public Works Office, Hobart, 29th December, 1885. 

J\iERSEY AND DELORAINE LINE. 
DEAR Srn, 

I nEG to inform you that, on my recommendation, the whole of the works of the Mersey and 
Deloraine Railway have been taken out of the hands of the Contractors, and the claims for balance 
of work, alleged losses sustained by them, and counter claims for deficiencies in works, compounded 
for in one final payment. _ 

I am, &c. 
J. FINCHAM, Engineer-in-Cfliq. 

A. vYEEDON, Esq., Deputy Manager Go·vernment Railv;ays, Launceston. 

WILLIAM THOl\IAS STRUTT, 
GOVERNMENT PRINTER, 'rASl\IANTA. 


