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Deloraine, 19th January, 1877. 

I HAVE the honor to forward an· application received from the contractor for Deloraine Bridge, 
asking for an extension of time for completing the work. I think the application reasonable, as I 
am aware that the seyeral causes of delay named. by him have arisen, and must have tended to retard 
the progress of the work. The contractor has also applied to 1I1e to sanction an, expenditure of Ten 
pounds for making an approach ,to the old bridge, so that the traffic may not be interrupted, as the 
wing wall, at the east end of the bridge; which he is just about to commence, will entirely cut off 
the approach to the old bridge. An early answer to this application will oblige. 

I also desire to draw your attention to the fact that no provision has been made in · the contract 
for lamps for the new bridge ; the promoters therefore ask your sanction for an expenditure to 
provide three lamps, viz., one at each end and one in the centre of the bridge. 

I have, &c . 
. R.H. MUNCE; Chairman Promoters. 

The Hon. the Minister of Lands and Works. 

REFERRED to Mr. Frith.for his remarks. Reply desired by return post. 

By order of :Minister, 
WILLIAM SMITH. 

5. 2. '77. 

MEANDER . BRIDGE, ' DELO RAINE, 

Time.-The contractor has had the causes of delay named, but not to the extent named; ·he. 
might have use_d more exertion when he had material. Allow the contractor 8 weeks ; after that 
inflict the ,penalty. [Approved.-O. O'R. 8 Feb. 1877.] · 

The temporary bridge clai_m is optional ; who gave instructions for it ? It 'has ·been a great 
convenience to the _public, and the charge is reasonable. 

Lamps.-No instructions were given for lamps,-I should not have thought them requisite; 
but if the Promoters think them necessary I will make a design for them, to be in keeping with the 
structure. 

JOHN R. FRITH, Overseer of Works. 
6. 2. '77. 

THE:application of contractor:for sanction.of an expenditure of ·Ten pounds, for making .an 
approach to :old bridge, is referred . to the Promoters for their observations or recommendations 
ther<ilon, .It appears from the Memo_. of ]VIr. Frith that the matter,is optional. 

Srn, 

C. ,O'REILLY. 
9 Feb. 1877. 

Deloraine, 11th April, 1878. 

I ·HAVE the honor to forward you ·an account due to Messrs. J. & G. Gastley for lamps supplied 
for Deloraine Bridge, amounting to £1 10s., and to request that . a cheque .for the same , may be 
forwarded to them. 

I have, &c. 
:R, H; MUNCE, Chairman Promoters. 

The Hon. the Minister of Lands and Works. 
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REFERRED to Overseer of.Works for his Certificate. 

I KNOW of no authority for this expenditure. 

J. F. 
20. 4. '78. 

J. F. 
25; 4. '78. 

LocAL Punuc W oRKs AcT-DELO::tAINE BRIDGE. 
£ 

Governor's Authority-
Supervision and Contingencies- 6. 12. '75...... 150. 

· 22. 10. '77...... ,1o()': 

£250 
TASMANIA. 

HER MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT ilr. 
To J. & G. CASTLEY. 

1878. Deloraine Bridge. £ s. d. 
I 10 0 March 31. Four I-inch Lamps to order, 7s. 6d. . ...• , .•......... : ..••.••..•..•••••.••••••.••• 

Amounting to One pound ten shillings. 

R. H. MUNCE, Chairman Promoters. 
( Signature of Claimant )-J. & G. CASTLEY. 

Certified correct; Lamps delivered, and reasonable price. 
JOHN R. FRITH, . Overseer of Works. 

23. 4. '78. 

RECE1VED from the Colonial Treasurer the sum of One pound ten shillings,· being the amount of the above 
Account of Particulars. . . · • . 

(Signature of Recipient)-J. & G. CASTLEY. 

Srn, 
Lands and Wvrlts Office, Hobart Town, 30th April, ] 878. 

I SHALL be glad of some explanation on account of Messrs. J. &. G. Castley for 4 lamps for 
Deloraine Bridge, as without this the claim will not pass audit. 

The articles in question can scarcely be considered a part of the bridge, or a charge that can 
legitimately be made under the provisions of " The Local Public w·orks Act," and is certainly 
without precedent. 

I am, &c. 
NICHOLAS J. BROWN. 

R.H. MuNcE, Esquire, Deloraine. 

Deloraine, 2nd May, 1878. 
Srn, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 30th April, asking for an 
explanation of Messrs. J. & G. Castley's a{:count for lamps. All the explanation I can give is, that 
it was considered necessary to have lamps on the bridge ; lamp pillars and lanterns were supplied by 
Mr. Wm. Peter, of Launceston Foundry, to the order of Mr. J. R. Frith, and the lamps would 

. have been supplied with them but suitable ones could not be procured. Of course, the bridge could 
not be lighted without lamps, and the Promoters, considering it quite legitimate so to do, ordered 
them from Messrs. J. & G. Castley; whose -account for same you have. I may add, that no 
unnecessary expense was incurred as the lamps are of the very commonest description. 

I have, &c. 
R. H. MUNCE, Chairman Promoters. 

Tlte Hon_. tlte Minister of T.ands and Works. 

REFERRED to Mr. Frith for information as to authority for purchase of the expensive lamp 
pillars and lanterns supplied for this bridge. 

J. FI:N CHAM. 
8. 5 '78. 
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· I A~ surprised that Mr. Munce should say that I ordered the lamp-posts. By this letter it .1is 
made to appear that I ordered them on my own· authority ; whereas I met Mr. Munce on the bridg~, 
he spoke about .the lamps, and that the Promoters, had been in communication with Mr. Peter 
about the lamps, but had not come to a decision about the form ; he requested me, as I was going 
to Launceston, to see Mr. Peter and arrange for 4 posts, not to exceed £10 each. This I did at 
that price, fixed complete. · . 

JOHN R. FRITH. 
12. 5. '78. 

Deloraine, 8th May, 1878. 
Sui, 

I HAVE the honor to forward an account from Mr. Wm. Peter for £38 JOs. for lamp-posts 
supplied for Deloraine Bridge to the order of Mr. J. R. Frith, and to request that a cheque for same 
may be forwarded. 

I have, &c. . 
· R. H. MUNCE, Chairman Promoters. 

The Hon. th~ Minister of Lands and Works. 

REFERRED to Mr. Frith for explanation, no authority having been ·given for the purchase of 
these lamps. 

SEE my answer from the Leven last week. 

JAMES FINCHAM, Engineer-in-Chief. 
10. 5. '78. 

J. R. F. 
23. 5. '78. 

TASMANIA. 
THE GOVERNMENT OF TASMANIA mr. 

To WILLIAM PETER. 

1877. 
November 19. To 4 Lamp Posts supplied to the Promoters of Deloraine Bridge, as per agreement •. 

· Allowed, 4 Lamps supplied by the Promoters ............. _ ••••••••• , ...... ; •••• 

£ s •. d. 
40 0 0 

I 10 0 

£38 10 0 

Amounting to Thirty-eight pounds ten shillings. 

Correct_-JOHN R. FRITH, Overseer Works. 
6. 5. '78. 

R.H. MUNCE, Chairman Promoters. 

( Signature qf Claimant )-WILLIAM PETER. 

RECEIVED from the Honorable the Colonial Treasurer the sum of Thirty-eight pounds ten shillings, 
amount of the above Account of Particulars. 

being the 

WILLIAM PETER. 

THERE is no authority for this expenditure, and I consider it a charge that should be borne by 
the Municipality rather than by the Government. · 

J. FINCHAM. 
30. 5. '78. 

PROMOTERS to be informed that this claim cannot be recognised by the Government. 

NICHOLAS J. BROWN. 
31. 5. '78. 

Lands and Works Office, Hobart Town, 7tli June, 1878. 
SIR, . , 

WITH reference to accounts forwarded to this office for lamps, Deloraine Bridge, £38 1 Os. and 
£ I 10s., I beg to inform you that no application for these lamps was received at this office, nor was 
any authority given by this Department for the same; and as the expenditure in question is for 
the purpose of lighting the Township of Deloraine, and appears to me to be one that should be 
borne by the Deloraine Municipality, the claims referred to cannot be recognised by the·Government. 

I am, &c. 
NICHOLAS J. BROWN, Minister of Lands and Works. 

R. H. MuNcE, Esq., Deloraine. 
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Srn 
Deloraine, l3t./i June, 1878. 

' ,. .. ' . 
.. I Ai\i in receipt ·o~ yoµr letter of the 7th ii1stant, informing ine that th'e Government cannot 

recognise the claims for lamp-posts and lamps roi: Deloraine Bri<lge; on the ground that no 
application was made to your department for the same, ahd that they wei•e not authorised. I am 
astonished at such a statement coming from the head of the Lands and Works Office, as the corre
spondence on the subject must, or at least should be, on the records of your office. 

'.l.'he application was made to your ·predecessor 1n office on the 19th of January, 1877, and was 
referred by him _to Mr. -Frith for his report. Mr. Frith's report, dated 6th February, 1877, being to 
the effect that he had not thought lamp-posts requisite, but " as the Promoters deemed them 
necessary he would prepare ~ design for them to be in keeping with the _structure." That report 
was forwarded to me ,by the. Minister of Lands as an ·ans,ver to iny applic~tion ·; and, in accordance 
with the report, Mr. Frith forwarded me a design for the same on the 19th of March, 1877, and 
finally arranged with Mr. Peter for the work shortly after the bridge was opened for traffic in May, 
1877. . . 

1 shall be glad to learn as soon as possible whether; in face of the foregoing circumstances, the 
Government persist in refusing payment of the claims in question. 

I have, &c. 

The Hon. the Minis'ter of Lands and Works. 
R.H. MUNCE, Chairman Promoters. 

Srn, 
Lands and W01·ks Offece, Hobart Town, 29th June, 1878. 

I AllI in receipt of your.letter of the 13th instant, re Expenditure incurred by Promoters for 
Lamps, Deloraine Bridg·e, wherein you express your astonishment at the statements contained in my 
communication of the 7th instant with reference to the ·accounts for these articles. 

In reply, I desire to point ont that the -letter to my pred.ecessor of J9th January, 1877, to w!t'ich 
. yoi1 refer as being the ·application for thiolse lamps, treated a-lso of two other matters -in -connection 
with the Deloraine Bridge, viz.: e~tension of time, and_ claim fC>r temporary bridge; and when 
these items had been finally. dealt with, the letter in question was -filed with papers re this bridge, as 
no instructions had been given with respect to the lamps. 

This letter was referred by this Department to Mr. I~rith for his remarks, which were received 
u~der date 6th Februal'.y, 1877, and upon same the following memo. was endorsed by my prede
cessor:-" The application of confractor for sanction of an expenditure of Ten pounds, for making 
an approach to old bridge, is referred to the Promoters for their observations or recommendations 
thereon. It appears from Mr. Frith's memo. that the matter is optional." 

You will perceive from tl;is memo. that there is no mention w batever as to lamps, the other 
hyo matters then under consideration having only been dealt with. The reference to lamps made by 
Mr. Frith in his memo. was to my predecessor as head of the Department, wl}o, if he had wished to 
•give any 'instructions thereon, ·would then have done so; ·nnc). I am at a .loss to understand 1ww you 
could take this reference from Mr. Frith to the head of th-3 Department (unnoticed by my prede-

. cessor) in communicating to you thereon as an authority to treat for the purchase of lamps, &c. 

The remarks made by Mr. Frith to my predecessor are such as certainly, to my mind, do not 
convey the construction you have placed upon _them. On the contrary, he there points out that he 
"had received no instructions, and shou'id not have thought them requisite." 

You 'will therefore see that it was through entire absence of any instructions on this matter 
which caused the letter in question to be overlooked, and "led the Clerk, in preparing the previous 

· comnnmication for my signature, to state that no application bad been received ; and, nuder these 
circumstances, it was plajnly the duty of the Promoiers, should they have desired to incur the 
expe1_;1se, to have again applied for the necessary authority for the same .. 

I beg, therefore, to:inforrn you that the further enquiry which I have given to this matter has 
not led to any other conclusion than that contained in my communication of the 7th instant; and the 
claims in question cannot, under these circumstances, be entertained. 

I have, &c. 

NICHOLAS J. BROWN, Minister of Lands and Worhs. 
R. H. MUNCE, $squire, .Deloraine. 



7 

Deloraine, 8t/i July, 1878. 
Srn, 

I AM in receipt of your letter of the 29th June, " Re Accounts for Lamp-posts and Lamps for 
Deloraine Bridge." You refer to Mr. Prith's report on this matter, and say-" I am at a loss to 
understand how you could take this reference from Mr. Fri~h to the head of the Department 
(unnoticed by my predecessor), in communicating to you thereon, as an authority to treat for the 
purchase of lamps, &c." . I.beg to point out that you are in error, inasmuch as the Promoters did 
not treat for the purchase of these lamp-posts : it was Mr. Frith who did so. You go on to say
" The remarks made by Mr. Frith to my predecessor are such as certainly, to my mind, do not 
convey the construction you have placed upon them:' on·' the contrary, he there points out that 
he had received no instructions, and should not have thouiht them requisite." Now, I quite agree 
with you that I could not have drawn the conclusion I did from l\fr. Frith's report, had it ended 
here; but I beg to point out that you have quoted just enough of the report to support your view 
of the case, and. suppressed the concluding part which, I maintain, quite supports my case, and 
warrants the conclusion I drew from it. The report concludes with these words:-" But, if the 
Promoters deem them necessary, I will prepare a dP-sign for them, to be in keeping with the 
structure." You will observe Mr. Frith says plainly-" I will prepare a design for them." Now, 
Sir, l put it to you whether such a remark from an official to the head of his Department, passing 
unnoticed, as you term it, was not equivalent to an assent. If ever there was a case where silence 
could ·be said to give consent, it was this. I ask you, as head of the Department, whether, if such 
a report came to you from Mr. Frith, ycu would not consider it your duty to instruct him that such 
a course could not be sanctioned? Your predecessor, no doubt, saw no objection to the expenditure, 
consequently he allowed Mr. Frith to act_ up to the terms of his report. I trust, therefore, you will 
reconsider this matter, and pass the items in question. 

I have, &c. 
R. H. MUNCE, Chairman Promoters. 

The Hon. the Minister qf Lands and Works, 
Hobart Town. 

Sm, 
Lands and Works Office, Hobart Town, 18th July, 1878. 

I AM in receipt of your letter of the 8th instant, in reply to my communication of the 29th 
ultimo, with reference to Accounts for Lamp-posts and Lamps for Deloraine Bridge. 

The Promoters are already in possession of my views upon this subject; and, no information 
with which I was not previously acquainted having been disclosed in your letter under reply, I have 
the honor to inform you that the decision conveyed to you in my communication of the 29th ultimo 
is final, and the claims in question cannot be recognised. 

R. H. MUNCE, Esq., Deloraine. 

I have, &c. 

NICHOLAS J. BROWN, Minister of Lands and Works. 

JAMES llARNARD, 
GOVERNMKNT PRINTER, TASMANIA, 
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DELO RAINE. BRIDGE. ,. 

·~ .. '' . - ' ~ - ··-. - :.. : ..•. ·-· \ . '.l ~ .. 

_[Laid upon the Table by the Minister of Lands, ~n.o.·orderod_-by the',House "to-be p1·iµted, -Novemb~r i, 1878.] 

.Deloraine, 26th October, J 878. 
Sia. 

' .. ,., ·t·,' ... . ·- ... ' 

I HA.VE had forwarded to me by J. Henry, Esq., a printed form of the cofrespinideride re 
lamp-posts and lamps for Deloraine Bridge ; . and. on .page .. 5 of the said correspondence I find a 
communication from _Mr. J. R. Frith, dated 12th May, 1878, as·follows :-" I am surprised that Mr. 
l\'.{~nQe, 1;,_J:i.9

1
uld,.~ay ~P.?<tJ,9i:cl.e,red the lamp-posts. By this letter it is made to appear that I ordered 

them on my own authority; whereas I met Mr. Munce on the Bridge, he spoke about th~ lamp!'l, 
and,,th§.t the,J?rc;:i.rrwt\,ll,'§_ .h~1 .. ~e¥11. jp_ CQJ;i,up,w~ica,~i~n. ~it~. Mr .. ~et~i,- 3:bout _t~e.)~~P~i but ~ad not 
c9fu;e )~ ,·& .. il~ci~fon 'iipout:t,h~. fgff~ ·_; ·ireJeq:iie~t~d ine;a;s I, w.as_'gqiii ·to _':L_aiince~ton', to, se~ Mr. 
Pe'f~,r-~µcl"~rfllpg~ fQr ii; p·oi,f~, ·ilo~ to ·excee"cl '.£10 ea.en. This I did '!it ~hat price, 'fixed complete." 

: '· ... I 'mtfit1 in 'tH~ :f{i\t:rfa}}, 'g~~r~~\ _tny :a'.;;t~#iJ~fu~~t.'iJ:ikt I '*ll~ )i:~t _fririp,~1i~4 Wi!h -~ ,<io~y ~f this 
statem·eut "from ·iv.tr. :'Frith, ·1niisfoiich as i't corifa:ins a tlir~~t c6:nfra:dictioh 'of'tlie sta'.temerits made in 
~'.f tod{mgJ#:~¥JJ3ni.\1n ~l~ts-~¥{W~~t,'of :w.hid1) .. il~~-e_:~~~n iii_'ig~o'fit~_c:e_ up ,_tb \lfo, 'ifresEJllt monient? 
~d'c9hseqq~~tht Jiay~ ~ii;q )io ,opifqr~liil'itY, Jft"9,1;Ma 'rrie, -~f. r~r,!yihg to ft'. . I_n thi=i S~C?lld place, a:s 
r~g~r.d,!;1 JW-1\:~#ih,'$ Jt:atefn%JJ,. I,'n~v.~ ·no ·ues~ta:ticH1 )!~·stating- tJiil'.t'it!~ '.~tterly \iiitri'ie', .an,d _contrary 
tq t}i_e 

1fi(~ts ,o('t~e, cif~~1 .. 'In_ste;td. of.. my lel~irig Jfr. :ftiih, '' th~} t~e PrCJII1otEn's, 'had. peifa, iq __ coiil_mu~ 
nication with 'Mr. Peter ·aodut'tne 'Ja~ps,_'btit)}acl§i_riie liot 'zj._q,J1e~i~io._n iib'o:u'.t _the '.foi·m, and 'r'equesteil 
him to arrange with Mr. Peter for li'pd-srs,'' 'tlfe fact 'is 'tlia't Mr. ·Frith ·asked iri'e wlia:t the Pronioters 
ha~ done about !he .l?tY'Pr; 

1 
I told him that the Pro:11oters had employed Mr. Higgs to prepare a 

design fqr a C!LS.t-µ-9n_pillar and lamp. That Mr. Higgs had done so ; and that the Promoters had 
approvi:i'd:of ·the'de!lign, subject to the cost being reasonable, and that I was waiting for Mr. Higgs 
to furnish an estimate for the same. ~Ir. Frith then asked to see the design. :( showed •it to him', 
and he expressed his approval of it, and said if I would let him- take the design he would arrange 
with Mr. Peter for them, as he knew he could get them done cheaper than Mr. Higgs could. I did 
sq, ~pi! 1,1it q.pq~ .'YrQt~.to .¾r. -I~iggs ji:ifo11wing hil'.ll 9().he ,a.r.rn,pgement,, and t,~lli~_g .him,. to. take no 
fqrtlwr i;;,~~P.~:i.n .. the ma(ter:.,. Y.<w: 1Vin thus see .. th~t ¥t- :F),ith to.okt~e ent,i~~ :responsi,bility in th~ 
II\l\~~er :. i;i..J:).d;in; or._d,e1;, fo shq,w; f!li:th!:!_r t_l,ia_t Mr, .. ;Frith; "fya~ williqg .fy()Jll t~e _fh:st. to take ·the il).itiative 
in the matter' I enclose copy of c9r~·~sp.onq~rn::e -with _:fy!:.r. ,;Ii'!,i.t4, ~n, ~Ale. ,~l}bjeqt I j, ai;d J h~ve_ to 
request that this letter and enclosures oe added to the correspondence already printed, in order that 
t}:ie, IP,a4ter ml:!--y h~ s.een in ~ tr.ue ligl;i.t. 

I have, &c. 
R. H. MUNCE, Chairman Promoters. 

The Hon. the .Minister of Lands and Works. 

I,aunceston, 19th Marcli, I 877. 
DEAR Sm, 

ENCLOSED design for a lamp-post for the bridge. I think it a suitable one. I can get the iron
work done for £5 7s. 6d. each. The lamps will be about £1 each. I should like to see 4 of them. 
You will oblige by early intimation if yo1(wi1Lliave th~m, a11d __ how many. 

,,, . •• . - • • - • - -- - ·~ 1 

JOHN R. FRITH, Superintendent Worlts. 
R. H. MuNcE, Esq. 

MEMO. 
BY this letter it will be seen that the movement for lamps, &c. originated with Mr. l<'rith ; the 

above letter, with design, estimate, and recommendation to have 4 lamps having been furnished by 
Mr. Frith without any application from ~he Promoters to him. 

R. H. MUNCE, Chairman Promoters. 

I J 
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Deloraine, 27th Marcli, 1878. 

DEAR Srn, 
THE Promoters liave inspected your ~esign for lamp-post, an.d they t~ink a fluted cast-iron 

pillar, something similar to the lamp-posts m town, would be more substantial and more suitable. 
Will you kindly let me know if these_can be obtained, and what price? Would there be any 
difficulty iu fixing them securely on the stone-work? The Promoters have decided, in accordance 
with your recommendation, on having 4 lamps, viz., two at each end. 

I have, &c. 
R. H. MUNCE, Chairman Promoters. 

Mr. J. R. FRITH, Launceston. 

DEAR Srn, 
Launceston, I8tli April, 1878. 

I HAVE been unable till to-day to get the price of the lamp-posts for the bridge of the description 
you wished. I now enclose you a note from Mr. Peter of the foundry. If you decide on this 
pattern, same as those in Launceston streets, please communicate with Mr. Peter direct, as I shall 
be in Hobart Town t4e next fortnight. I have explained all the particulars to him. Excuse me 
giving my opinion against yours on this matter. I think if you adopt the cast fluted pattern you 
will be disappointed when they are fixed. They will be out of character with the bridge, will look 
bare and lanky, and no strong·er than the wrought-iron design. This design, with scroll-work of 1 . 
inch square wrought iron will be unbreakable and handsome, and only about £1 more cost. I will 
arrange with a party to make and glaze the lamp itself ; and if you let me know your decision, I 
will see them properly made. Should you have any communication to make during the next 
fortnight, address to me at the Public Works Office, Hobart Town. 

R. H. MuNcE, Esq. 

MEMO. 

I am, &c. 
JOH.N R. FRITH. 

WILL the· Hon. the Minister of Lands please to observe that the tenor of this letter is sufficient 
to disprove Mr. Frith's statement of l 2th May, 1878,-" That I told him_the Promoters had been 
in rommunication with Mr. Peter about lamp-posts." 'l'he above letter shows that :Mr. Frith 
himself had been in communication with Mr. Peter on the subject. 

R. H. MUNCE, Chairman Promoters. 

J & MRS .RAllNARD, 
GOVERNMENT "PRIN'rER, TASll'.:A.NU., 


