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Srn,. 
Mines J]epartment, I-lobart, 5th October, 1900,, · 

- · I' H.A.YE.the honour t,o acknowledge the rec,eipt of your letter date_d the 28th ultimo, in. 
which you'. reque_s( iiie' t~' '.inspect 'and· report upon the advisability or otherwise of granting 20 acres-~ 
of laud ·or less :for _a site.for an Hotel or Sanatorium at or ·near a spot on Mount W elliug'ton -
called "·The Spring!>"; and also to rep9rt upon the possibility of erecting an establishment with.• 
pri?per sal}itary accoinmodlttfon with a view to minimisin,g the e-vils -whicJ:+ at present exist. 

. . . - ~ ' ' . . . 

I have, accordingly, visited a part of theJ{obart Waterworks and ,noted- the an:angemen'ts., 
for allmi_tting water, the by-wash, and also. the way in which the. Sandy Bay Creek_ has been 
carried outside and rounq_ the isouthern sid~ of th~-upper reservoir. I did not inspect the lower. 
reservoir, but went from here µp to the_'' Springs" on Mount W ellingtoµ. 

These, I found, consisted of a- number of smaller spri.ngs which have. been connected by. an
open drain, running in a direction south to north up.tila.certain point is reach~d,_whe.re thew_a,t,er;; 
is turned down a gully which forms the beginning 0£ Bower Creek, a11d which again sends its 
water into the Hobart Waterwo_rks Service 'Reservoirs mentioned above. . 

Due north; and at a distance of about 200 feet from _where' the drain is turned-ipto Bow~1:-. 
Creek, stands an inhabited cottage, which, I understand, belongs to the Municipal Council. A · 

._ shelter-:,house for the- co:r:rv'enien_ce_ of, visito:r;s.js ,bu.ilt,. aqo11.t, ha1f~:ay .be_t,ye!3µ .tp_e 1 _cottage and 
" .. The., Spr_ings." 

. lmine<;liately f;rom _wlw.r~Jhe :cot_t~ge ,i~,-~i,t:q.11t~~ a spur pnu1, o_ut ,towar_ds the_ east, the spu1; .. 
berng _about300 to 4;oq 1fee~ .v_19:~,: 1and,~ay,.15R0.fEJe,\J<;mg._·, Ju~tl_l;or_th.from the .. spw? and abo~~ 
t4~ :Sat?e h'i)1ght. !J,S "'rhe -.~Pr~11gs,''.. a creeJ~, calle~ th~ 1H;o9i;i,;·t_ R1vul~:t-:-takes its r1sE;J, ~nd this, 
creek is also a source for a part of the Hobart water supply, as well ___ !l,~. 1a_ squr~~ of. water 
supply for the c;ascade Brewery. · · 

· The 1~,;i,stem,en~,<?,f.~1he 1~p~i,- t~rmn;ia.~e,s}n s1aD:d~t,oµe cliff~~ _artd, µnmE;ldi'),tely1 -below. the.se thE;J 
c<;>un_t!y}alls ,abrup~ly tow/l'rd_sJhe ~9.4th~,y1J,st,: _e~s£,_-~nq:,n.\>:P\i.::-!l~st,,. and pwo . creeks start. from_ 
here; namely, Dun1:1; il QrE;Je,k .!llnd t~E;J, 1~/1,D:.dy,)3.ay; ;1QrE;Je.k? wh~ch .. runs ,~oward,.~. -~he north-east. 

Such, t_hen,._is ~he. de~c_:i;iptiop.1 of ph~' pai;p, ;of Jhe, ,<;)O'f11trx .in; qu~1s_tioD; on . ~fount Wellington. 
Q:o, the a_~9ve:-_mE;l.n~10ne1, ~pu~1 ai;e.. th~ ,h<;>.~13l!si~e.h. ThE;l _uppyi: \'ltte .. 1s qnly abou~. 200. to 300 feet 
e~st fro~." 'rhe Springe." cottage, .and ,the vie.w· to ,pe "~1.ad, £1'.om hei;e is truly magm:ficent, being 
probably one of the· :finest' in Australia,' . So much greater is the pity that this site cam;iot by any 
means be utilized for a hotel, or in fact for any habitation whatever, that is, so long as: the Bower' 
Creek _and the ,IIo.bar.t ~fvuJe,~ ,are,. sourqes Jqr_ d_or.:i;t,e~_tjq :wat~r" s.up,p.ly..: The site ,is just on the 
w~tershed bet~e,E;lp._.the ~wq ,,ast:-I).ame4 ,gr(le~_~,,~n~Jorrn~-- p~:rt,.of ;~he.ii,-. catch,1U,ep.~ ,area,. ;;i,nd _the,, 
raintall or any drall!;;i,ge. t4er~ ~s. J?911-nd-.E;Jv:e11:t~:;iJ~y to gi,-av#atE;J.in,tq,9ne or potp._of the _catchmen~. 

· areas, no matter whether it is travelling on· top of the surface. or below •.. 

Th-~; Jowe:;-J1.9,tE;Jl ~~t~ -is'._abo_ut .. J@O tE;let, _E;l_~s-~ .,f!-'oµi; ",T:\:J.e, Springi." co_ttag-e1 ;1 ,the g:i;q11;nd there . 
is, mq_i;'ilJE;Jv~l,. but q]i~j_q._s,_µeyei::~li~lE;l,S,fi,Jo; }>_9tJ:lr.the.11al;>,o;v,-~.,,n,a_':Il-~il-:.pi;Ele.lq,, an,<:J, ;w;h~t _)Vas sai<;l o~ P~e:.i 
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nppcr site holds equally good here, the only difference being· th'at it will take the rain wa1;er or 
eventual drainage a, longer time to travel, but this must ultimatdy find its way to one or other or 
both uf the said catchment areas. 

The soil consists of humus mixed with sand, but only to a depth of from 15 to 18 inches, 
when snndstone is met with, and it could not, therefore, .be used for filter beds, as a thickness of 6 
to 8 feet-at least would qe required, and I did not notice any other sito suitable for filter beds. 
But in any case I do not think that the authorities who have charge of the public water supply 
could or would allow any kind of drainage purification to take place on the catchment area from 
which they obtain water for domestic purposes. In my opinion the authorities are running a 
great risk in allowing a family to reside in the cottage at "1'he Springs," where, moreover, the 
presence of the shelter-shed, ind_uces the public at_ large to visit the locality, and I strongly 
advise that "The Springs" cottage, the lihelter,::flheds, and any other sheds there may be in the 
vicinity, be removed as soon as possible to, say some place below the sand-cliffs, and the place at 
"The Springs" to be thoroughly cleaned. : ' 

The fact that, so far, no epidemic has broken out on account of polluted water supply is no 
guar:mtee that it will never occur. In reality, the experiences of other places point to the con
clusion that such a calamity may be reckoned upon to take place sooner or later if the purity of 
the water is not guarded with the utmost vigilance. Many instances of the disastrous results 
following upon using a pollnted water _source for domestic purposes can be given, but I shall here 
only relate one which I think is descriptive; and which took place at Hamburg only a.few years 
ago. 

Hamburg and Altona are two large cities built close together on the ba,nks of the River 
Elba, from which both cities draw their domestic water supply. But while Antona had its 
intake from the river at places where the water was not considered always to be quite pure, 
and had, consequently, constructed filter-beds, whereby the water was artificially purified, 
Hamburg, on the othei· hand, took its water supply so many miles up the river that the water 
there was considered to be pme throughout all seasons of the year. For a number of years 
everything went well; then, about eight years ago, cholera broke out in H,tmburg, and in a few 
weeks several thousands of peopl~ died, and it was established- as a fact that" this had been 
brought about by the polluted water supply; and Altona, which is built together with Hamburg, 
did not suffer to any extent, because their water supply was comparatively pure. Immediately 
the authorities at Hamburg found out the reason of the outbreak of the epidemic they set to 
work and constructed an elaborate system of filter-beds for their water supply. These works 
were very expensive, as the constructioi;i had to be carried out during night and day, but, since. 
they have been finished and kept in efficient working order, the public health at Hambmg hai 
proved itself superior to that of .Altona. I consider this to be a striking example of the 
importance of keeping the public water supply pm·e.' 

It a,ppears that this community, in comparison with others, has everj' reason to appreciate its 
seemingly naturally pure water supply, and should, by every lawful means, try to keep it so. That 
other communities are not so well off, I shall show, by relating another instance neaTer home. 

The Brisbane Board of Waterworks has, so far, expended over half a million of pounds 
sterling on their waterworks, and yet they are now making arrangements for constructing filter
beds for the· artificial purification of their water supply: the expenses for constructing these 
filter-beds will amount to at least £100,000. It, therefore, seems, leaving all judicial and moral 
obligations out of the question, that it is, advantageous, from a mere financial point of view, to , 
keep the public water supply as pure as possible, and not, by any inducements whatever, run the,
risk of having it polluted. 

In conformity with what has been demonstrated, it seems to me that no one should be 
allowed to build a hotel or sanatorium on or even in too close proximity to any of the catchment 
areas for the sources of the public water supply, and, therefore, the application for twenty acres 
9r less of land on Mount Wellington, at "The Springs," should not be granted. 

I have noticed that a good carriage-road has been made right up to the sandstone cliffs, 
and I can readily understand that it is of some importance to keep a part of the mountain-side 
open for visitors and sightseers, but, in anJ case, our first duty is to protect the sources of the 
water supply. 

I have shown, on the accompanying sketch-plan; a red line, following as nearly as possible 
the watershed towards t,he Bower Creek and the Hohart Rivulet; this line indicates the place 
where a barbed-wire fence should be run to prevent men and beasts from entering the vicinity of 
'' The Springs." 

Th,e road should be deviated from· its present position somewhere north from . "The 
Stockade," but should not be allowed to run much farther towards the west, as shown, and should, 



(No. 68.) 

5 

i£ it is at all possible to get the necessary gradient, be led in zig-za,g to the head 0£ Dunn's 
Creek, where stables and all necessary sanitary arrangements might- be established ~ithorit any 
danger to the Hobart water supply. ' _ 

The cottage and the other sheds at" The Springs" should be removed, and the caretaker's 
cottage might be re-erected, £or instance, at the place, as shown on the sketch, just below the old 
road and under the cliffs. -A path from here could take visitors up on the old road under the 
cliffs, which could be used as a promenade, and could be lined with benches and tables. Further, 
steps hewn out in the sandsto11e cliffs would lead up on top of the cliffs, where a place say, 100 £t. _ 
by 200 ft., might be fenced in, and au open pavilion erected, which would enable visitors to enjoy 
the fine view obtainable from that position. It would, of course, be one of the caretaker's 
duties to keep the enclosure clean. 

I have proposed the use of Dunn's Creek in preference to th~ Sandy Bay Rivulet, -because 
the last-named watercourse has been carried round in close proximity to the service .reservoirs ; 
and, i£ drainage liquids were sent down this creek, there would alw~ys be the probability 0£ a 
part of it :filtering into the reservoir. 

I believe there are some settlers on the lower part 0£ Dunn's Creek who obtain water from 
it at present. In case the sanitary arrangements proposed herein are carried out, it will be 
necessary to compensate these people, just as well as the watering trough on the Huon Road, 
where the ci·eek crosses it, will have to be supplied with water by means 0£ a small pipe from the 
Fern Tree Bower, or the nearest place practicable. 

I beg to return, enclosed, all papers and plans Ill connection herewith. 

I have the honour to. be, 
Sir, 

Your ,obedient Servant, 

K. L. RAHBEK, M. IJan. Assoc. C.E. 

The Honom·able the Minister of Lands and Works, ~c.,. Hobart. 

JOHN VAIL, 
GOVERNMENT PRINTER, TASM:4.NIA. 



SKETCH 

·JPJ1&~ 
SHEWING PART OFMTWELLINCTON fROM SPRINGS HOUSE TO FERN TREE INN 

liJl<en from Af/" Coo'dara's Plan ,r/1/; Ao'dit1onal information oota/necl from lne lfBter lfrJrJ.r Av//x,r1lie.s. 




