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SB£ECT COMMITTEE appointed on tlie 4th day of October, 1899, to consider 
and 1·eport upon ''. The Queenstown and Gormanston Tramway Bill 1899 " 
✓p. ' ' , rivate). 

MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE. 

MR. URQUHART. 
:Ma. GAFFNEY. · 
Ma. Carsr. 
Ma. TREASURER. 

MR; BRADLEY. 
Ma. FowLER. 
Ma. PREMIER. (JJ:lover.) 

DAYS OF MEETING. 

Wednesday, November 8; Wednesday, November 15. 

WITNESSES EXAMINED. 

Mr. J.B. Hickson, Secretary of the Queenstown-Gormanston Tramway.Company; ;_\fr. Howard 'Wright; 
Mr. Thomas Augustus Reynolds. 

REPORT. 

YouR Committee, having taken evidence in support of the allegations contained in the Preamble of 
the Bill, have the honour to report that the said Preamble has been proved to their sati1daction. 

Your Committee would, however, recommend that the Preamble be amended, page 2, line 20, 
after " ninety-eight," by inserting the following words:-" and his legal personal representative has 
consented to the revivaLofthe_said Act in the manner hereinafter contained." 

Your Committee having agreed that the Preamble should stand part of the Bill, then entered 
upon the consideration of the several Clauses, and have now the honour of submitting the Bill 
to the favourable consideration of your Honourable Honse. 

D. C. URQUHART, Chairman. 
Committee Room, House of Assembly, 15th November, 1899. 
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M IN UTE S OF PRO C EE D ING S. 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 1899. 

T1rn Committee met at 11 o'clock. 
ll'lembers present.-Mr. Premier, Mr. Urquhart, and Mr. Gaffney. 
The Order of the House appointing the Committee was read by the Clerk. 
Mr. Urquhart was appointed Chairman. 
The Chairman laid upon the Table the Petition asking for leave to bring in the Bill. (Appendix A.} 
Ordered, That the Promoters be heard by Cou·nsPl. 
Accordingly, Mr. Tetley Gant appeared, and addressed the Committee in support of the Bill. 
Mr. J.B. Hickson, Secretary of the Queenstown-Gormanston Tramway Company, was called and examined. 
Mr. Hickson handed in (a) Letter of the Under Treasurer, acknowledging re(:eipt of Fixed Deposit Receipt of 

the Commercial B_ank of Tasmania for the sum of £300 in the name of the Treasurer of the Colony, bein[ deposit 
required by Section 84 of the Queenstown-Gormanston Tramway Act, 1896, (Appendix R.), and (b) copies of 
certain correspondence. (Appendices C. to M.) 

Mr. Hickson withdrew. 
Mr. Howard Wright was called and examined. 
Mr. Wright withdrew. 
Mr. Thomas Augustus Reynolds was called and examined. 
Mr. Heynolds withdrew. 
The Committ.ee adjourned .~ine die. 

WEDNES_DA Y, NOVEMBER 15, 1890. 

The Committee met at 11·45 o'clock. 
Members present.-Mr. Urquhart (Chairman), Mr. PremiPr, Mr. CriRp, and Mr. Gaffney. 
The Minutes of last Meeting we1·e read and confirmed. 
The Chairman laid upon the Table a lette1· from Mr. A. G. Webster, legtl.l representative of the late Eric 

Webster, giving his assent to the present proceedings in regard to the Bill. (Appendix 0.) 
The Committee deliberated. 
Resolved, That the Preamble be found proved. 
The Committee then entered upon the consideration of the several Clause~. 
Clauses 1 to 6 agreed to. 
Draft Report brought up and agreed to. 
The Committee adJourned .~ine die. 
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EVIDENCE. 

WEDNESDAY, 8TH NOVEMBER, 1899. 

[Mr. J. B. Hickson, Secretary Queenstown and Gormanston Tramway Company, in reply to 
a question from the Chairman, said it was the wish of the Company t.o be represented by Counsel.] 

[Mr. Tetley Gant, Counsel for the Company, said: "This is a Bill to revive the Queenstown 
and Gormanston Tramway Act, 1896. By this Act, as recitPd in the present Bill, Mr. Howard 
Edward \'V right, Mr. Eric Webster, and Mr. Thomas Augustus Reynolds, their executors, adminis­
trators, and assigns, were empowered, subject to the conditions of the Act, to construct and maintain 
a tramway from a point in or near the Town of Queenstown to a point in or near the Town of 
Gormanston. The Act provided that the.Promoters should, within three months after the passing 
of the Act, place at interest on fixed deposit, in the name of the Treasurer of the Colony, the sum of 
£300, and also, before construction, deposit with the Minister of Lands the working plans and 
section of the tramway. The Act also contained the usual provision that if the tramway should 
not be completed within a certain time the £300 and interest should be forfeited. The Act was 
passed in October, 1896, and we shall be able to show that the deposit of £300 was made 
within the time stipulated, and that the receipt was forwarded to the Treasurer in 
January, 1897; also that the necessary plans and sections of the tramway were deposited 
with the Minister of Lands and Works in July of the same year. A short time before, Mr. 
Hickson, the Secretary to the Promoters, wrote to the Minister of Lands and Works for a 
small reserve of five acres for the purpose of making a station-yard. I do not think any 
reply was made to that, but on the 12th August following, Mr. Hickson, under instructions from his · 
directors, wrote to the Minister of Landi and Vf orks, and stat~d that because they could not definitely 
fix their line, he would request that an area of 215 acres should be reserved from selection, and, I think 
he specified at the time the exact area, and showed the land that would he required. The Minister 
replied very promptly to that, that the question would be considered before the reserve was thrown 
open. Then, aft.er that, there eame a lapse of something like nine months, and in May, I 898, Mr: 
Hickson wrote asking· for a reply. He received then a letter from the Lands Department, showing 
a survey would be necessary, and asking for payment of the fee. The fee was promptly paid, and 
after that. came another lapse of six months before anything was heard from the Lands Department. 
Then the Secretary for Lands telephoned to Mr. Hiekson, asking him to refresh his memory regard­
ing what had taken pla~e. Mr. Hickson di<l so, and sliortly after the Secretary for Lands asked for 
copies of the letters t.hat harl passed between Mr. Hickson and the Department. Copies of the 
correspondence were accordingly forwarded. The next commnllication was in November 
following-, when, as conditions of Sections 7 and 10 had not been complied with, Mr. Hickson 
received notice that the c1}ncession was forfeited. The delay iu carrying on the work cannot 
altogether be imputed to the Promoters. They deposited the £300, and also the plans 
and then, of course, receiving no notice of the approval of these plans they were completely 
blocked. It was impossible for them to go further, and taking into consideration the faC't that it 
is highly necessary that the tramway shouid be constructed for the convenience of the public, we 
hope_ the Bill will receive your favourable consideration With your permission, I will call 
Mr, J. B. Hickson," 

J. B. HICKSON, called and examined. 

1. By Mr. Gant.-Your name is J. B. Hickson ? Yes. 
2. You are the duly appointed secretary for the partnership or syndicate for the Queenstown 

and Gormanston Tramway? Yes, it is practically a partnership; the deed of partnership is here. 
3. And you have held t4at position ever since its inception? Yes. . 
4. And you are therefore in a position to tell the Committee everything that has taken place, 

and can corroborate what I have said? Yes. 
5. The deposit of £300 was made, and the plan and section deposited with the Minister of 

Lands and Works? Yes ; l have here an acknowledgment to that effect from the Treasurer, 
dated 22nd January, 1897. (Document put in.) 

6. The deposit receipt was forwarded to the Treasurer? Yes ; that letter encloses his 
receipt for the deposit. 

7. The survey of the line was duly made? Yes. Immediately after that the Company 
called for tenders for the making of a survey under a printed speeification, l),nd as a re~ult Mr. 
N. P. Carver, of Sydney, was appointed to make the survey. He was engaged on t41s survey 
for a good many months, and finally lodged the plans with ~e: ·· ' 

. . ' . 
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8. And that survey was completed? Yes. After the completion of the survey Mr. Hales 
was asked to examine Mr. Carver's work and report upon it. Permission being obtained from the 
Railway Department, Mr. Hales did report. I have here his report, which is, on the whole, a 
favourable one. He expresses himself as quite satisfied witlrwhat had been done. 

9. These plans were deposited, in accordance with the Act, with the Minister of Lands and 
,v orks? I understood so; they were taken to the Minister by three of the partners. 

10. You do not know what time that took place-was if in July, 1897? I have the exact 
date here. They were deposited on 10th August, 1897. 

1 I. By the Cliairman.-Did the plans show. the two termini? Yes, sir. 
12. By Mr. Gant.-Wehave no copies of the plans that we can put in? No, I am not in a 

position to supply copies. The plans were deposited on the 10th Augnst, 1897, and I have heard 
nothing· in connnection with them ever since. , 

13. By the Chairman.-,Vhen yon deposited the plans with the Minister did he approve? 
He never did anything, either to approve or disapprove. 

14. By Mr. Gant-When the plans were deposited did yon have any correspondence with 
the Lands and vV orks Department? I did. . 

15. Can yon tell us what it was about? On the 12th August, 1897, I Wl'ote to this effect. 
C'Vitness read copy of letter from press copy book as follows):-" Having reference to the con­
ference some of my Dii-ectors had with you on the 10th, and to the plans of the proposed tramway 
from Queenstown to Gormanston, left with yon by them on that occasion, I am directed to state that, 
owing to the inaccessibility of the country, they a.re at present unable to definitely fix the line, and may 
require to make diversions. I am directed, therefore, to say that they earnestly hope, in the event 
of the :Mount Lyell Reserves being about to be thrown open for selection, you will, before doing so, 
reserve such area. being- bounded on the north by the Queenstown and Gorrnanston cart road, on 
the east by the South Mount Lyell sections, on the south by the green iine shown on the plan, and 
these lines meeting at Queenstown on the western boundary; the approximate area of whole being 
some 215 acres. -1 have, &c., J. B. HICKSON." 

16. vVhat was your reason for the application, in a few words? So that we might have a little 
freedom, a little latitude, owing to the inaccessibility of the cou11try, so that we could make di versions 
to circumvent obstacles, and that we mig·ht ·not be bound hard and fast to the route chosen by Mr. 
Carver. 

] 7. Did you receive any answer to this letter? Yes, on the following day I receiYed a reply 
from the Minister for Lands which I have here. (Witnesli read letter as follows):-" To J. B. 
Hickson, Esq., Secretary Queenstown Tramway Co. Sir.-1 have the honor to acknowledge receipt 

-of your letter of the 12th instant, and to inform you that your request shall receive consideration,. 
and you will be again communicated with before the Mount Lyell Reserve is thrown _open.-I 
have, &c., ALFRED PrLLINGER." 

I 8. And these fees for the survey were duly paid? The survey fees were for the station-yard 
site; they were duly paid. 

] 9. And the fees for I his survey we1·e not paid ? Not for the 21,5 acres. Mr. Con nsel wrote 
that it would be necessary for the survey fees for the station-yard to be paid, a sm·vey fee of £3 2s. 6d. : 
that had reference to the station yard. 

20. By tlte Clwirman.-Did the Lands Office ever communicate ·with you again about the 
Mount Lyell Reserve being thrown open? No, sir. 

21. \Vere yon waiting until you heard from them ? Most decidedly we we1·e. \Ve could do 
nothing until the plans were approved. 

22. By tlte Bon. tlte Premier.-You mentioned the station yard just now-when did you put 
in the application for the station-yard? On the 29th of July, 1897, I applied for a lease of firn 
acres. 

23. That was prior to the deposit of your plans? About a month before. l got no reply 
to that until the 20th of May, 1898 ; then I ·was informed that a fee of £3 2s. 6d. was required, 
which I forwarded ten days later. 

24. By Nr. Gant.-You heard from the Secretary of Lands later? Yes. On the I st of 
November, 1898, :Mr. Counsel wrote to me, after a telephonic communication:-" V{ill you kindly 
furnish, for the information of this office, copies of your letter to the Hon. the Minister of Lands 
and vVorks, dated 12th of August, 1897, and of his reply thereto, of the 13th following-." 

. 25. By the Chairman.-But your letter about the telephonic communication is dated October 
1st? Yes; on the 1st of October Mr. ('ounsel telephoned to me and asked me to refresh his 
memory, and I wrnte this letter on the 1st of October:-·' Queenstown and Gormanston Tramway 
Company. Dear Sir, referring to your telephonic conversation this day, I, have, a;; prnmised, 
looked up the conespondence, and now beg to refer you to my letter to the :Minister of August the 
12th, 1897; his reply of Augmt 13th, 1897; and my further letter of the 10th May, 1898, 
stating that I was still awaiting his promised turther communication : this has not even now reached 
me. Reg·arding the survey I mentioned, I would refer you to yours of the 20th of :May, 1898, 
and my own of the 30th of the same month, wherein 1 sent you cheque for the survey fees required 
by you. Of this, also, I have heard nothing ever since then." 

. 26. Then, in reply to that, you got a letter dated I st November? Yes, he allowed a month 
to pass, even then. On the 20th of May, 1898, l wrote to the Minister that I was still awaiting 
his communication ii.bo~t that reserve. Then, on the. lst 9f N ovember1 1898, Mr. Counsel 
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replied· to the letter I have just read, referring to the telephonic communication, asking, "Will you 
kindly forward copies of communications." 1 have a copy of that letter here:-" Sir, Will you 

. kindly furnish, for the information of this office, copies of your letter to the Hon. the Minister 
of Lands and Works dated 12th August, 1897, and of his reply thereto, of the 13th, following . ...2.­

E. A. CouNSEL, Secretary for Lands.'' It seemed to me apparent, from this, that all record 
of the correspondence had been lost. I did what he asked : · I furnished him with copies on the 
2nd November. · · 

27. By JJ1r. Gant.-You fumished this correspondence on the 2nd-did you receive any 
further communication ? On the 30th of the same month, after having apparently gone into the 
correspondence, I got this letter from the Minister:-" Sir, re Queenstown and Gormanston 
Tramway. In further reply to correspondence on this subject, I have the honour to inform you 
that the Law Officer of the Crown has advised that the conditions of 7 and 10 of the Queenstown 
and Gormanston Tramway Act, 60 Viet., not having been complied with, the power to 
construct the tramway no longer exists. · The rights of the· Promoters have lapsed, and the £300 
deposited by the Company is forfeited to the Crown.-ALFRED PILLINGER, Minister of Lands and 
Works." During all that time we were waiting for the approval of the plans. 

28. Since that date there has been 110 correspondence between yourself and the Department? 
Nothing except another letter which was sent by the Minister 'in answer to a deputation which 
waited upon him and pointed out th0se matters, and they stated it was a hardship that the thing 
should lapse when the trouble arose from the delay of the Department. 

29. By the Chairman.-Then your contention is that the syndicate was delayed by their not 
receiving proper information from the Lands and Works Department by which you could form .a 
company ? Yes ; no doubt that is the case. 

30. Has this Bill been advertised? Yes, sir. 
31. Have all the Standing- Orders of the Honse been complied with? Yes, sir. 
32. By the Hon. the Premier.-Ca.n you tell the Committee how much the syndicate paid for 

the survey? I have uot the exact figures, but the contract price was for £350; but in addition to 
that we had to pay a g-ood many extras. The total sum would be about £450. 

33. Is that in addition to the £300 deposited-what has become of that £300? I suppose 
. the Treasurer has got it. I know we paid it in, and we received a letter· stating it had been 
forfeited. 

HOWARD EDWARD WRIGHT, called and examined. 

34. By Mr. Gant.-Your name is Howard Edward Wright? Yes, sir. . 
35. And you are one of the promoters of the Queenstown and Gormanston Tramway Syndi~ 

cate of 1896? Yes, sir. 
36. And the promoters were? Mr. T. A. Reynolds, Mr. Eric Webster, who is dead, and 

myself. 
37. As one of the original promoters you are_ in a position to tell us whether the £300 required 

was deposited? Yes, it was. 
38. And the plans were also deposited? Yes, sir ; they were. 
39. Was. it the intention of the promoters to proceed at once with the work? Most decidedly. 
40. In addition to the £300 you deposited you spent a considerable amount on survey 

work? Yes. 
41. Can you give us any idea what that amount was? For· that I must refer you to the 

secretary. There were no dead~heads amongst us; we all paid alike. 
42. Were you neg·otiating with any other capitalists? Yes; I went over to Melbourne myself 

to see some people, but they asked-" What about the title?" and of course we had no title. 
43. And owing to the rough country which you met with in your survey, and which you did 

not a_nticipate meeting with, you were unable to fix with certainty the route of your line? Yes, sir; 
that 1s correct. 

44. And the promoters corresponded with the Minister on the subject? Yes ; we wanted some 
latitude to come and go on. Mr. Gaffney will be able to tell you how the country was heavily 
timbered, and as the Mount Lyell Company were clearing for timber, and we wanted latitude when 
the scrub was cleared away to make a small deviation which might be advantageous to us. We 
wanted something to come and go on. 

45. And the reason you could not receive any eucourage;nent from capitalists was that you had 
lodged your plans but had not received any notice of their approval? Yes; _we could not raise 
money because we had· no title. 

46. You can, I suppose, seeing that you are well acquainted with that part of the country, 
inform us whether the tramway would, at the present date, be as great a convenience to the public 
as it would have been when the Act was first passed? I consider it would be even more useful now 
than then. Although the road now may be in a better condition than it was, still the traffic is 
much heavier. 

47. By tlte Chairman.-The original Bill provided for the Promoters to be Howard Edward 
vVright, Eric Webster, and Thomas Augustus Reynolds, and their executors, administrators, a,nd 
assigns ? Yes, si1·. 
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48. Of course Eric Webster would still have an equitable interest in this Bill? Yes; his 
father represents him. 

49. Are his personal representative;; favourable to your making· this application in your two 
names, recollecting that you are acting for the original syndicate, with all its equities and rigl1ts? 
Yes, they are favourable, decided I y. . 

50. And, before the Bill comes before the House, will you undertake to get the signatures 
of ~Ir. Webster's representatives to a document to that effect? Yes, sir. 

51. By the Honourable the Premier.-You apply for the Bill as trustees for the whole of the 
syndicate ? Yes, sir. · 

52. Had any of the promoters any personal interest in the concession other than as shareholders 
in the concern ? No, that is all. The_ deed. of partnership sets that forth. 'l'here are no dead­
heads in the syndicate ; no plunder to divide or anything of tha1 sort; we all stood in alike. 

THOMAS AUGUSTUS REYNOLDS, called and examined. 

53. By tl1e Chairman. Are you interested in the Zeehan Tramway Company? Yes, sir. 
54. That has been working satisfactorily for some years past, has it not? Yes satisfactorily for 

the public, not so much so for the shareholders. 
55. 1'hat is what I mean, the public are satisfied-it is worked through the streets without 

interfo1-ing with the ordinary traffic? Yes, that is quite correct. 
56. It is a great convenience to the public? Yes, sir ; it is. 
57. And yoLt think, as far a Queenstown is concerned, this tramway will be as great a 

convenience to the public? Yes; l think it will answer the same purpose. 
58. The same purpose as the Zeehan Tramway does? Yes. 
fi9. It is stated that the Standing Orders of the Houl'!e have been complieJ with-l1ave you 

ever heard of any residents of Queenstown making any objection to this tramway? I have no 
recollection of having heard any objection made. 

60. By the Hon. the Premier.-N one of the co·mpanies about there object? No, none of them. 
I never heard any objections. 

At 12 noon the Committee adjourned till Friday, 10th November, at 2 30 P.M. 



(No. 76.}-

9 

APPENDICES. 

(A.) 

To the Honourahle the Speake1· and Member·s of the Rouse of Assembly· 
of Tasman'ia, in Parliament assembled. , · 

The humble Petition of Howard Edward Wright and Thomas Augustus Reynolds, both of Hobart, -
in Tasmania, 

SHOWETH: 

I. THAT within three months previously to the presentation hereof notice of the mtention of your 
Petitioners to apply fo1· a private Bill was published, as .is by the standing Rules and Orders of yom•· 
Honourable House prescribed, as follows, that is to say-

_In the Hobart Oazette on the thirtieth day of May, and the sixth and thirteenth aud 
twentieth days of June now last past. · · 

In the Mercury, being a public newspaper published in Hobart, on the thirtieth day of May,. 
and the sixth and thirteenth and twentieth days of J nne now last past. ' 

In the lJIIount Lyell Standar·d, being a public newspaper published in or nearest to the District 
affected by the Bill on the thirtieth day of May and the fifth and twelfth and nineteenth day.s 
days of J.une now last past. 

Which said 11otice contained a trne statement of the general objects of the Bill as hereinafter set forth. 

2. That the g-eneral objects of the said amending Bills are:-
To J'evise the Queenstown and Gormanston Tramway Act, 1896, for the- purpose or" enabling· 

the said Promoters to constl'Llct, maintaiu, and work the tramway which the said Promoters 
were authorised by the said Act, to constmct, maintain, and ·work in accordance with the-
provisions thereof. ___ ._,,. ______ .. 

To provide that all the limes and periods prescribed by the said Act for the performance 01•­
cornpletion of _any matter or work therein mentioned shall be computed from Lhe date upon 
which the said Bill shall become law. 

Your Petiti,mers therefore humbly pray for leave to introduce the said Bill. 
And your Petitioners will ever pray,· &c. 
Dated this twentieth day of June, orie thousand eight hundred and ninety-nine. 

J. B. HICKSO:-l' & REID, _!gents .fi,r the Pronwt,ers_ 

(B.) 
Trea.~11,ry, Hob,rrt, 22 .Jaima,,.y, 1897_ 

SIR, ' 
I HAVE the houonr, by direction of the Treasurer, ·to acknowleJge the receipt of your letter of -this, 

day's date, enclosing- on behalf of the Promoters· of.the Queenstown-Gormanston 'l'mmway, Fixed Deposit­
Receipt of the Commercial Bank of Tasmania for the sum of Three lrnnclred Pounds (£3Q0), in tlie .name­
of the 'l'reasurer of Ta .. mauia, being Dt>posit required by Section 84 of "The Queen$town-Gormanston. 
Tramway Act, 1896." _ 

Official Receipt is enclosed. 
I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 

A. REID, Under· T1'easure1·_ 
J. B. HICKSON, Esq._, Ser:l'etary queem·ton,n-Go1'mrmston · Tramn•ay Promoters, Hobart. 

.£300. 
Tre_a.~ury, Pay B1·anclt, Hobart, 22nd Janu?.ry, 1899 • 

RECEIVED from the Secretary to the Promoters 
Syndicate, the sum of Three hundred Pounds. 

Fixed Deposit in Commercial Bank, ~o. 23,739. 

Registered at. the Audit Department, this 
22nd January, 1897. 

_H. N. HADISON,jor the j1.uditor-General. 

of the Queenstown and Gormanstun Tramway-

W. BENSON, Receive·r ar,,d·Paymastet. 
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(C.) 

· Queenston•n-Gorman.,ton Tranima,y Gompan,y. 
Hobart, June 18t!t, 1897. 

:Srn, 
I A?>r directed to apply to yon to withdraw from the Reserve proposed to be granted to the Mount 

Lyell Corn pany, 5 acres of.land, and reserve it to this Company for the purposes of a tramway station­
_yard. 

This is the •only place near Qneenstown where a yard can be formed suitable for the use of this 
·Company. 

I am, &c., 
J. B. HICKSON, Sec1·etary. 

Plan showing position of ground applied for forwarded. 

:Tlte Hun. tlte .Minister of Lands and W01·lts, llobQrt. 
. ~ 

-(Copy.) 

·Sm, 

(D.) 

Tlte Queenstoivn- Gorman.~ton Tramway Company, 
Hobart, July 29t!t, 1897. 

I Ai\I duly in receipt of yours of the 21st instant, informing me that the Mt. Lyell Company had 
withdrawn their application for a Lease of the ground which would interfere with our proposed Station 
·Yard, referred to in mine to the Minister dated June 18th. 

I now beg to apply to you to reserve to this Company the 5 acres of land 1;eferred to in my letter (o 
·the Minister quoted above, and e:hown on the plan therewith forwarded. 

I shall esteem it a favour if you will be kind enough to give this matter your early consideration, 
,and tmsting that you will see fit to recommend that this application be granted. 

I am, &c., 
2.'lte Surveyo·r-General, Hobart . . J. B. HICKSON, Secretar.lJ. 

(E.) 
Queen.,tomn- Go1'1nan.,ton T1°amrvay Co., 

if obrrl't, August 12t!t, 1897. 
Sr~ .. .. . . 

HAVING reference tot.he conference some of my Directors had "'ith you on the 10th iustant,, and to 
the plan of 1he proposed _tra!I)way from . Quee11stown to Gor·manston left with you by them on that 
occnsion, I nm directed to state that owing to 'the inncc·essibiliti of the country, they are at present unable 
to definitely fix the line, and may require to make diversions. 

I am directed therefore to say thnt they eai·nestly hope, in the event of the Mt. Lyell Reserve being 
about to be thrown open for selection, you will, before doing so, reserve to the Crown for a time the area of 
land indicated upon such plan, such area being"lioundeu ·fiJJOn the north by the Qneenstown to Gormanston 
-cart road, on the east by the South Mount Lyell sectious, on the south by the green line shown on the 
plan, and these lines meeting at Queenst.own on the .w.estern boundary, the approximate area of the whole 
bting some 215 acres'. '-" ·) 

I have, &c., 

• The J_Ionvurable the Jl:Iii.iste1· of Land.~ and Wo,.Ji.~; _Hohm·t 
,LB. HICKSON, Secretary.: 

_(F.) . 
"TASMANIA • 

.iVIiniste1·'s Office, L'.l,nd.~ ,J T-Vorlis Department, 
Hobart, 13th August, 1897.· 

-SIR, 
I HAVE the .. honour to acknowledge recEi'ipt of your letter of the 12th instant, and to inform you that 

your request shall ·1;ecei,·e conside1:ation, and you will be again communicated with before the Mount Lyell 
.-.Reserve·is thl'O,vn·:open:. ' 

I have, &c., 
ALFRED T. PILLINGlrn., M·ini.,ter r1f' Mine., • 

. J. B. HICKSON, 1£.,q., Secretary Queeru,ton;n Ti•auirc_ay Company, Hobart. 

{Copy.) 

•Sir, 

\ " _·; ' ·. 
_Tlte Queenstown-Go·rmrwston 'Jlramn,ay Gompa1y, 

· · .~ Hobart, IOtlt .ilfa~, 1898. , 

I Ai\I directed to refer to your letter to me of the 13th August last, and to state -the direc-tors 
:awaiting the further communication you promised therein. 

. May I hope to receive same at an early date? 

are still 

I have,. &c., 

:The Ho'nou1·dble'tlt~ .Minis'ter of Lands anrl Work~, lioba1·t. 
J. · B. · HICKSONl Secreta,.y. 
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Tasmania. 
Department of Lands and Sim:eys, 

Lands O.fjice, Hobart, 20th 11foy, 1898. 

Re Queenstown-Gormanston Tramway Station Yard, 5 acres. 
_ I HAVE.the honour to inform you that it will be necessary for a survey of the land in question to be 
-.effected; and it is requested that you will pay to this office, forthwith, the fee of £3 2s. · 6d. 

I am; &c., 

-J.B. HICKSON, Esq:, Secretary Gormanston-Queenstomn 
_ . Trammay Company, Hoba1·t. 

E. A. COUNSEL, Secretary for Lancl.~. 

(I.) 

The Queenstorvn-G01·manston Tramway Co., Hol,art, 30th 1viay, 1898. 
DEAR SIR, 

IN compliance with your favour of the 20th instant, No. 3187c, I now enclose heqnvith cheque 
·No. 30, for £3 2s. 6d., in payment of survey fees, for which kindly forward receipt and oblige. 

Yours faithfully, 
J. B. HICKSON, Secretary. 

E. A. CouNSEL, EsQ., Secretary for Lands, Hobart. 

·DEAR Sm, 

(J.) 

The Queenstomn-Gonnanston T1·ammay Company, 
IIoba;·t, October lst, 1898. 

REFERRING to our telephonal conversation this day, I have, as promised, looked np the correspon­
. dence, and now beg to refer you to my letter to the Minister of August 12th, 1897, his reply of August 
13th, 1897, and my further letter of May 10th, 1898, stating that I was still awaiting his promised further 

-communication, which has not even now reached me. . 
Regarding the survey mt:ntioned, I would refer you to yours of the 20th May, 1898, and mine of 

-30th same month, wherein I sent you cheque for the survey fees required by you. Of this also I have 
heard nothing further since then. 

I have, &c., 
J. B. HICKSON, Secretary, 

E. A. CouNSEL, Esq., Secretary f01· Lancls, Hobart. 

,(Copy.) 
(K.) 

Tasmania. 
Department of Lands and Survey.~, f.ands Office, 

Hobart, lst November, 1898 .. 
:Sm, , 

WILL you kindly furnish for the information of this office copies of your letter to the Hon. the 
.Minister of Lands and Works dated 12th August, 1897, and of his reply thereto of the 13th following? 

I have, &c., 
E. A. COUNSEL, Sec,•ef,u·,1; for Lantis. 

-J.B. HICKSON, Secretary Queen:~torvn-Gonnanston Tramway Co., Hobart. 

·{Copy.) 
(L.) 

Tlte Queenstomn-Gonnanston Trmnmay Compan.lJ, 
Hoba·rt, Nm,ember 2nd, 1889 . 

. DEAR Srn, 
I AM in receipt of yours of the 1st instant, and, in accordance with your request, have now pleasure 

·.in forwarding you copies of the correspondence referred to therein. 

Yours faithfully, 

J. B. HICKSON, Secretary~ 
-The Secretary for Lands, Hobart. i.:·:;.:_ - .. , 

• - : • ,- ~: • ~ ' r 

''. :;, } 
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(M.) 

(Copy.) 
Tasrna1da. 

Department of Lands and Surveys, 
Lands Utfice, Boba1·t, 30th l'fo·cember, 18!:l8. · 

Srn, 
Re Queenstown and Gormanston Tramway. 

IN further reply to correspondence on this subject, I have the honour .to inform yon that the Law­
Officer of the Cmwn has advised that the conditions of 7 and 10 of the Qneenstown and Gormanston 
Tramway Act, 60 Viet., not having been complied with the power to construct the 'framway no longer 
exists; the rights of the Promoter:S have lapsed and the £300 deposited by the Company is forfeited to 1he­
Crown, 

I have, &c., 
ALFRED PILLINGER, Minister of Lands and TVorlis. 

J. B. HICKSON, Secretary Queenstonm and Go1'1nanston 
1~rammay Comvan,v,, Hoba1·t. 

(0.) 
IIobart, November 8, 1898. 

DEAn Sm, . 
As legal representative of the late Eric Webster I hereby give my assent to the present proceedings in•_ 

the matter of a Bill conc~rning the above Company now before Parliament. 

J. B. HICKSON, Secreta,•y of the Quee1utomn and Gonnan~ton 
T1·a11uvay Company, Hobart. 

JOHN YAIL1 
GOTERNJ\IENT PRINTER, TA.SM.A.NU,-

Yours faithfully, 

A. G. WEBSTER. 


