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NEW TOWK CHARITABLE INSTITUTION. 

REPORT FOR 1899. 

New Town, 31st May, 1900. 
Sm, 

. I HAVE the honour t6 submit the Annual Report of the New Town Charitable Institution for 
the year 1899. 

. Strength. 
The number of inmates on the books during the year was-Males, 389; females, 265; 

total, 654. 
The number in the Institution, including children, on 3 I st Decem her was 361 j or 65 less than 

in ] 898. 
'fhe highest number of in mates at any one time \Vas 428, and the lowest 360. Compared with 

1898, this shows a decrease of 79 and 63 1•espectively. 
The average daily number during the year was 406-08, a decrease of 64·38 compareci. 

with 1898. 

Admissions. 
The number admitted was 228, a decrease of 57 as compared with 1898. 

Discltarg('s_ 

The number discharged was 200, as agaimt 198 in 1898. 

_ Mortality. 
'rhe deaths during· the year numbered 95, ·or 1--1-·53 per cent., as against 131, or 17·35 per cent• 

in 1898. The average age of tho!'e who died was 74 years, the maximum age being 97, and the 
minimum 49 years. 30 averaged over 80 years of age, and the average age of the oldest 18 was 
89 years. Fuller particulars under this head will be fo,.rnd in ·Return C. in the Appendices. 

Age.~. 
The approximate ages of' inmates, exclusive of children, remaining rn the Institution on the 

31st December, 1899, were as foJlows :-

Males. Females. Total. Per cent, 

90 years and upwardi! ................................. 1 2 3 - 0·84 
Between 80 and 90 years ............................ 53 17 70 19·72 

Ditto 70 and 80 
" 

•• , •• i •••••••••••••••••••••• 107 42 149 41·97 
Ditto 60 and 70 

' " Ott•••••••••••••••I••••••••• 28 35 63 17·75 
Ditto 50 and 60 

" ···························· 12 10 22 6·20 
Under 50 years ......................................... 16 32 48 13·52 

--
TOTAL .................................. 217 138 355 100·00 

Average age._. ......... _. ............... 71·45 60·94 67·37 
Average age m prevwus year ..... ; 72·30. 62·47 68·47 

~ 
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Civil Condition. 

· The civil condition of those on the books during:the year was as follows:---' 

Mttles. Females. Total. Per cent. Per cent. 
lil 1898. 

Free by servitude ........................... 186 89 275 42·05 47·42 
Free to Colony ............................... 145 93 238 36·39 31·66 
Born in Colony ........................... 58 83 141 21·56 20·92 

ToTAL , ........................ 389 265' 654 100•.00 
. ... 

Previous ;year ··••············ 459 296 755 
.. 

.. 

. Bfrtli,places. 

The birth-places of those on the books during the year were as follo1V : -
...... .. . - --

Males. Females. Total. Per cent. P<,i· cent. 
in 1898. 

----
Ahstralian Colonies and· Tasmania ...... 60 90 150 22·94 23·58 
Eng-land and Wales ........................ 198 56 254 38·84" 38·15 
Ji.eland ... -...... · .. ' ............... · .......... · .. · ... 95. 83; 178, 27·22,- ! 27·28·; 
Scotland ···································· 24 31 55 8·41 8121'. 
Other British Possessions 4 2 ' 6 0·91 0·92 ··············· 
Foreign Countries ......................... 8. 3 11 1·68 1·86 

---· 
: Total' ............ 389' 265' i 654 100'•'00 · ········••'••·· 

... . . . .. .. 

Education. 
The education of those on the books during the year. was as follows :-

Males. Fem ales. Total. Per cent. Per cent. 
in 1898: 

Read and write: .......... ,.................. 221' 87 308 47•1f)', 46·62· 
Read only........................ . .. . .. . .. . . . 48 
Neither r

0

ead nor write .. : ................. : H 7-
46 94 14·37 13·24 

132 249 38·07 39·47 
Superior Education ... . . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. 3 - 3 0·46 0~67 

~~ 

Total 389 265 654 100·00 

.. , 

Religion. , 
trhe relig-ion of t ho~e remaining in the Institution on 31 st December· was as follows :-

.. .. .. 

·Males. Females. Total. Per cent. Per cent. 
in 1898. 

Ch nrch of England ························ 118 · 53: 181 .50 • 14· 55·16· 
Church of Rome· ........ ·················· 72 67 139 38-'50- 3fid5· 
Church of Scotland ························ 27 14 41 11 ·36 8·69 

Total. ............................ 217 144 361 100·00 

Expenditure. 
The gToss expr.nditm;e for the year was £4481 18.~. 9d., or £1153 ls.- 8d; less than in 1898. 
The receipts were £487 ls. 6d.•, as Rgainst 459 6:,. 7d. ih 1898. The net .expenditure was 

£3994 17s. 3d., or £1180 Jos. 7d.1Pss than in 1898. 
The cost per head on gross expenditure was£] I 0s. 9d., and on net expenditure £9 16s. 9d., 

or 18s. 9d. and. £ 11 3s. 3d: less respectively than in 1898. 
The claim n1ade against the Ii:nperrnl Government for maintenan.ce of paupers in the New 

Town Charitable lnsti'tution chargea:ble to tne Imperial funds.-was .£;242 19s. 7d.; if credit were 
. taken for this amount, the net cost would be reduced to £9 4s. 9d., or 6d. per diem. 
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Repairs .. 
Although-:a comparatively smalJ.:sum ha~ been-expended upo.n rep;=tii:s, yet exten,sive reno,vqions 

a11d repairs have been executed by inmate labour, with the assi~tance,_of.the ,rn1;king overseer and, 
the warders. In the male depot each ward has had _an extensi~'e overhaul, paint of ~oodwork 
burnt off and repainted, walls scraped and recoloured,, window-frames cleaned and repamted, ~re
places repaired, &c. In the. female depot all the wards have been freq\lently swrpt down a,nd p_amt
w·orl-,' renovated: rhe kitchen also has been renova.ted; 

Fuel Supply, 
In consequence of the infirm condition of the inmates, it was found necessary to purchase a steam 

engine and saw-bench to cut firewood for the Institutio11. It has proved very satisfactory and of 
grel!,t servic(l. 

Diet. 
Extensive alterations have been made in the dietary scale of the inmates, and l1ave given great 

satisfaction. The bill of fare is as foll9ws :--::-:-: 
Breakfast each day.-Gruel, tea, bread. 
Tea each day.-Bread,and-!tea,- · 
Dinner.-Monday1 _W edne~day, Friday-Curried meat and rice, tea_, and bread. 

Tuesday, T 1hursda:y, Saturday- Boiled meat, soup, vegf:ltables, and bread. 
Sunday-Irish stew, tea, and bread. 

All hospital patients receive butter on :\>Ionday, Wednesday, and Friday, and ja,n1 on Tuesday, 
Thursday, Saturday, and Sunday; and in the ordinary dining halls a basin of sweet dripping is supplied 
daily. In the hospital wards on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays, the dinners are baked in rotation of _ 
wards. Milk is now issued in the tea to all inmate;;. 

Garden. 
Garden operations were carried on as far as possible; but through the declining strength of the 

inmates they have been somewhat curtailed ;- nevertheless, the inmates succeeded in raising vegetables 
to the value of £36 15s. 4d. for their own use, while a quantity, valued at £27 17s. 6d., was sold 
to private individuals. 

Religio.u_s, Seruices. 
The spiritual:wants ofc the inmates have, been:well attendedto·.by,the Ven. Archdeacon 'Whi

tington, Rev. J. Babington, Rev .. Father. Gilleran, Re.v:, Father, O'Reilly, and, Re_v. W. Perry_. 
Hart.. The, Siste_rs of Charity, Flower Mission Ladies, L8!dies' Visiting Conu~ittei:, _ Christian 
Endeavour Seciety, Salvation Army; and many other friends, take an interest in the old folks, and 
spencI- hours- reading-- to a:nd· talking· with· them~- whic.h is,, ~eftainlY~. a· very-great ·coniforcto· 
the ·aged. · 

Visitors. 
The IIistitu tion· thro~g~out 'thi:ryeilr has been inspected by, a very, large· num be1· of visitor~, who 

have recorded- their- ren:1arks in the visttors'. bo9k, open in all cases to each· vi~itqr ; and it- is .gr11tifj·,
ing to knowi that their ·remark$, have-- qeen favourable. lt may be as well. here. to state .that the 
Institution is 'open daily-to.v-isitors,. and:may be inspected at any hour._ 

Entertainments, T1:e_ats., tc, 
!have to rec_ord my, v_er.y,.sincere thanks,.tp,numerous friendsfor their great as!listance during 

the year in providing entertainme1tts,for:;·the.-old'folks The following is· a list of amusements:
Magic- Jan tern, by the -Ven, Archdeacon• Whi_tington ; concerts, minstrel troupe H. M.S. Royal 
Arth,ur; St, Mary's Brass Band; Filibu~ters,': ~and; Hobart iChoral Society; St. John's J uve11ile 
Minstrels;· Butchers' Varie.ty C9.; ]4:r,. 'I;: Mj~~4ell' and friends; Mr Shirley and friends; Miss 
Seager, and friends; M.essra. .. Eltham, Ji.ovett,1 and others ; dramatic entertainments, New' Town 
Gomedy Co. ; Mr. Hudspeth and friends. 

On Christmas Dar and Queen's Birthday the usual ·treat i of plum-pudding and roast beef was 
given, by ,the, Government, and• on- the former ·day the-· Cascade· Brewery ·Gorn pany ·and·· M,r: Bia ke, 
generously contributed a hog!;Jhead of beer•and,a· barrel-of-beer respectively; the Hon. J. Watclwrn, · 
M.L.C., sent 5 gallons of ale and pipes-and.tobacco, for_.the•sick; wine from an unknown donc-r; 
the Hon, F. W. Piesse, M.L.C., £'1- for extras. The.Ven, Archdeacon Whitington's appeal for 
subscriptions to furnish tobacco for inm:ates--was -libernHy responded to, and each inmate received two 
figs of tobac?o, for which they expressed:·much gratitude. 

Honorary Dentist. 
On the 10th July Mr. Robert Sharp, dentist, Collins-street, w~i- appointed honorary d"entist 

to the Institution, and has devoted much attention to his duties. 
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Lyin_q-in Home. 

_Full particulars under this head will be found in the annexed Heturn marked E., showing a 
. decrease of 10 cases as compared with i 898. 

Library. 
I wish to record the gratitude of the inmates tr; the proprietors of the Jl1erc11ry, Tasmanian 

News, Church News, anJ ~Monito_r for free copies of their publications duri11g- the year; also the 
Committee of the New Town Library for Ilbutrated London News; the Hou. F. \V. Piesse, 
_M.L.C., and Mr. G. R. Miller, for various parcels of newspapers. 

Staff. 
On the 1st ~ anuary, 1899, I was appointed to the charge of the Institution, and Mr. J. Conuolly 

was promoted to Assistant-Superintendent. One wardsman was dismissed, and lVIr. T. Porter 
appointed in his place. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 

F. R. SEAGER, Superintendent. 
Tlw Honourable the Chief Secreiary. 

A.· 

RETURN slwwin:; the Expenditure of the New Town C!taritable Institution for the Year 
1899; the Receipts for the same period, and the Net Cost per head. 

Expenrliture. 

Sala:·ies .. .' ........................... 
Provisions ························ Clothing, bedding, stores, and 

stationery ····················· Fue~ and light ·················· 
Medicines and medical corn-

forts ······························ .M is,~cllaneous, including 
funeral expenses ............ 

Repairs and alterations to 
buildings ..................... : ... 

I 

Amount. Total. 
' 

Receipts. 

£ s. d. £ ... d. 
... 1024 0 1 Fees for maintenance of In-

220:2 12 11 mates .............................. 
Sale of old stores ................. 

537 10 6 Ditto vegetables ............ 
888 5 5 Money found on . deceased 

Inmates ························ 
51 9 3 Mangling performed ..... : ...... 

Sale of horse ..................... 
.178 6 5 Ditto road-metal . ........ 

Ditto fat ...................... 
99 14 2 Forfeited money ··············· ----- 3457 18 8 

Labour of ?ii en at Cernetery ... 
'l'obacco supplied to Men at 

Cemetery ......................... 
Stores 8upplied to Gaol, . -Hobart ............................ 
Balance, being net Cost of 

Establishment .................. 

£4481 18 9 

Ai-era,qc Dai(IJ Number . 

. Males (Colonial)............... 233.·21 
,, (Imperial)............... 8·92 

Femalfs . .. ... . ... . .. .. . .. .. . . . . 168 · 95 
Net CosL per Head, £9 16.~. 9d. 

Amount. Total. 

£ s. d. £ s. d. 

350 10 9 
10 0 11 
27 17 6 

29 19 9 
0 3 6 
5 14 0 
0 18 0 
0 16 0 
0 2 0 

426 2 !j 

... 60 3 0 

... 0 5 7 

... 0 10 6 

... 3994 17 3 

£4'181 18 9 
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RETURN showing the estimated probable Cost of tlte New Town Charitable Institution, and 
the actual Amount expended, for the Year 1899. -

Head of ServicB, Per Estimate. Actual Cost. Increase. Decrease. 

£ s, d. £ s. d. £ s, d. £ 8, d. 
Salaries ......................... , ............. 1040 0 0 1024 0 1 ... 15 rn 11 
Provisions ....... ,.,., ................ , .... ,. 2800 0 0 220212 11 ... 597 7 1 
Clothing, bedding, stores, 8i; stationery 550 0 0 537 10 _ 6 ... 12 9 6 
Medicines and medical comforts ....... 65 0 0 51 9 3 ... 13 10 9 
Miscellaneous, including funeral ex-

penses ... , ........ ,,, .. ,. ·············•····· 180 0 0 178 6 5 ... l 13 7 
Friel and light ............................. 375 0 0 388 5 5 13 5 5 ... 
Repairs to buildings '"'!!!•"'!••···!··•,•! JOO 0 0 99 14 2 ... 0 5 10 

·- .... 

TOT.AL ................. ,,.,.,,.,, ~5110 0 0 4481 18 9 13 5 5* 641 6 8 

- .. . . . ··-· ·- - ··-.-••·-·- - ---- --· -- . -- -- ~- .. --- -- --·- -· ... - - --- -
;i, f1•ovided for upon Supplementary Estim11te, 

c. 
RETURN of Deaths at the New Town Charitable Institution during the Year 1899. 

Between the Ages of-

g 1------.----;---------,-----,------c~---.---

~ 20 to 30. 30 to 40·. 40 to 50. 50 to 60. 60 to 70. 70 to 80. 80 to 90. 90 to 100. ~ 
a-------------------------------- E-

C 
M, F. M. F. l\!. F,' M. J<', M. F. M. F. M. F. JI!. F. E-< 

Apoplexy ....... .. •:,.• ] 1 
Braiu Disease .. . 1 1 3 
Callcer., .......... . 1 2 3 
Morbus Cordis .. 1 .2 1 1 5 
Pavalysis ........ . 
Senile Pebility .. . 

1- 1 
1 4 2 22 23 22 4 2 2 82 

ToT.ALS .. . l 2 .1 9 4 25 23 22 4 2 2 95 

D. 
DECENNIAL Return·slwwing the Number of Persons admitted, discharged, and remaining in 

the New Tow11 Charitable Instituliun on tlie ;3 J st December in each year, Net Cost of the 
Institution, and the Net Cost per Head. 

----
...: ...: Q) 

Q) QJ) o:I Remaining on ..0 ..<:I Q) ..., .:: >< 3lstDecemlier. a 
QJ) ·;:: = 
"' = Q) z "O ..: .9 ·;::: ~ 

"d a3 k- Net Cost Years. ;g 83 QJ) .; Net Cost of 
Q) >< 

"' oJ) ·; per Head, 
"O >< ~Q ·.:; '" -"1 "O ln~titution, 
.2l oj ..<:I = Q) 

..0 Q) Q) ...,_ .,Q..., -0 oJ) oJ) 0 8 ·s "' 't:$ d d 

A = '" '" "O 
., z QJ ., 

-"1 A > > 
-< -"1 --------------- --

£ . ~. d: £ s . d. 
1890 ......... 603 456 127 540 67·75 592 8263 3 11 13 19 2 
1891.. ....... 530 413 ]53 504 70·08 545 7427 14 1 13 12 7 
1892 ......... 510 387 109 518 69·6] 537 7685- H.i · 8 l4 6 3 
1893 ......... 538 419 122 515 70·02 542 6158 18 10 11 7 5 
1894 ......... 448 313 112 538 70·58 349 5336 15 3 9 14 5 

. 1895 ......... 371 300 86 523 70·58 ;345 5216 6 6 9 11 1 
1896 ......... 357 276 90 514 69·78 530 4857 15 3 9 3 3 
1897 ......... 2m 232 103 470 70·05 499 4920 8 5 9 17 2 
1898 ......... 285 198 131 426 C8·47 470 5175 13 10 11 0 0 
1899 ......... 228 198 95 3(31 67·37 406 3B94 17 3 9 16 9 

··- - ,. . --· -·-=" - . - -- -- -~ .,,. - . -- - . ·- ---- --- -- - . ., . ---- -
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RETURN of Inmates in· the Lying-in Wm•d during· the ·.year l899. 

Number of Lying-in Inmates on 31st December, 1898 :-• 
A'he~~Y confh)ed ... ,.- ................................................ · .... ·.......... 1 
Awa1tmg confinement ................... '.···································..... l 

2 
'Admitted dunng .the year:-

Single· ... · .......................................................... , .. .-.. ............. .,3 
Married , ..... , ...................................................... ·....... .•. ....... ·2 

7 
·= 

N umb~r J'eft during the year:'-
To service, with infant ........................................ ,................... , 1 
To .relations, wit.Ii infants .. ·........ ...... ...... ......... ...... ................... 5 
To Gaol, with infant ........................... .- . .-.-...... · ............ ·.-...... ... 1 

Tota I. ....... :................................... . .. . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

= 
Number remaining, 31st December, 1899 :-

Already confined ................... , .............................................. . 
Awaiting confin·ement ........ .-................................................... . 

Total .. _ ...... : ..... •.•-•.•• .... •••.•.• .. •.•.• ................................. ; .......... ·· Nil. 

Number of Confinements.:-
Single ............................................................................. :... 2 
Mari·ied· .............. , ............ .-........................................ ;.... ... 4 

·Total ............................. ; .............................. .-............ 6 

JOHN•·VAJL, 
j:JOVll;RNJ\IENT PRINTER, T!§MANIA1 

= 


