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PURCHASE OF T·HE MAIN LINE RAILWAY. 

( Continuation of Paper No. 150 of 1889.j 

TE~EGRAM.' 

The Premier to the .A.gent-General. 
Hobart, 22nd November, 1889. 

(Translation.) 
B1LL passed authorising purchase line of Rail way, million inscribed stock, three and half per cent. 

currency, not exceeding fifty years. Amount named covers all properties of Railway Company in Colony 
or in transit from the date of purchase, also compromises appeal to Privy 9ouncil and settles all disputes. 
Authority extends to 30th June. Bill gives Government power take over any other contracts or obliga
tions of Railway Company entered into prior to purchase. Pror<;>gation of Parliament in a few days, so 
that there will be opportunity to consider any offer by Railway Company. Circulate above information 
widely, and use every legitimate means through pre:;s and otherwise endeavour to induce shareholders seize 
present favourable opportunity. , 

TELEGRAM, 
Hobart, 22nd Novembe1·, 1889. 

PARLIAMENT passed Railway Purchase Bill, one million, inscribed three and half stock, and covering· 
all disputes, all stock, and all contracts. Copy of Bill and letter to you follow this. Grant has communi
cated Bill to Directors. 

P. 0. FYSH. 
R. SPEIGHT, Esq., JJ:lelbourne. 

Premier's Office, Hobart, 26th Novembe1·, 1889 . 
. My DEAR SIR, 

As I have previously advised you by cable, Parliament refused to sanction £1,125,000 as the purchase-
price of the Main Line Railway Company's property. , 

Subsequently an amendment was carried substituting £1,000,000, and with instructions to Ministers 
to bring in a Bill giving effect thereto, and as, a result the measure, of which I enclose a copy, has now 
passed through all its stages. 

I have cabled the text of this Bill to the Agent-General, but in recollection of negotiations having· 
been thus far passed through yon, I have refrained from giving Mr. Braddon any instructions save to give 
the greatest possible publicity to the facts of the case in England, so that the proprietors of tlie Main Line 
Stock may press upon their Directorate the advisability of accepting such a sum as giving a handsome· 
return for capital invested in the undertaking, and as an agreeable termination of all strife between the· 
Government (lnd the Company. 

I am aware that Mr. Grant has also considered it to be his duty to cable the terms of the Bill to his 
Directors, and possibly he may receive some instructions thereon. So far he has been advised of their· 
disappointment that Parliament did not ratify the terms for purchase cabled by you from Launceston on 
4th instant. · 

I may add, that the Bill has been framed by the Cro·wn Law Officers and the Solicitors of the Main 
Line Railway Company conjoin~ly. 

I am, &c. 
P. 0. FYSH .. 

R. SPEIGHT, Esq., C!tairman of Railway Commissioners, .JJfelbourne 
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Tasmanian 11:lain Line Railn•ay Company, Limited, 
Geneml Manager's Office, Hoba1·t, 28th November, 1889. 

SIR, 
I HAVE the honor to inform you that, consequent· upon the passing of the Bill through Parliament 

authorising the purehase of the Main Line Railway for the sum of £1,000,000, I felt it my duty to 
communicate full particulars ofsu·ch'·Bill to the-Directors,of the Main· Line Railway Company, Limited, 
in London, although hithertor!' have·,not taken,: part in the negociations: for-.the purchase of the Line, 
between the Governmiiilt and'.the-Company. I am this daY'in-receiptofa-telegram in reply, which states:
" Any variation of sixth November•.agreeinent impossibl~."- This· <lecisiohc-appears to have been 
strengthened by their knowledge that· Mr; Speight estimated the· intrinsic value of .. the Line at a much 
higher amount. 

l have, &c.-. 

Hon. P. 0. FYsH, .111.L.O., Premier. 

FORWARDED for the information of Ministers. 
'By direction bf the Premi~r; 

JAMES ANDREW, Ser:retm·y. 
'29ilt. lvovembei·, 1889. 

NOTED. 
ALFRED T. FILLINGER. 

29. 11. 89. 

FORWARDED to the Hon. the Treasurer.· 
By 0i·der; 

H. E .. PACKER, lYiiniste1·ial Olei·lt. 
29. ll. 89 . 

. Pi;:nus'E:b,-- and-:i•etlitrted°to the:Hbn. "Premier; 
· B: s:··:antD; 

30. 11. 89; 

TELEGRAM. 

Cable result meeting sixteenth, Railway Shareholders. 

. C. H. GRANT. 

IOtlt -December, 1889. 

P. 0. FYSH, Premier, Hobart. 
AGENT-GENERAL, London. 

Tlw Agent-General to tlte Premier. 
London;-17t!t December, 1889. 

. (Translation.)_ . 
MEETING Railway Company authorise to accept not le~s than £1,125,000 subject.to provision made 

for Executive not transfor to Public Service. Chairman stated meeting summoned to take into considera
·, tion terms proposed 6th November not in. your telegram of 22nd November~ 

l\'Iy DEAR MR. FYSH, 
. TT has· OCCUl'!'ed to me that the run· rende!'ing of the telegram herewith wilJ be in the obscure 

portion-" subject to the condition that .provision. be made for the Executive (of the Company, viz., 
· Directors, Gi·ant; &c.,)" w110 are not" transfe1;red to the Public Service" when the Railway is -taken over by 

us. 

l\'fr DEAR· MR. Brnn, 

Yoms truly, 
B.·s. BIRD. 

18.12. 89. 

Tasmanian .Ll:lain Li·iw R'ailivey Oomj_Jany, Limited; 
General ll£anager's Office, Houa1·t, 18th December, 1889. 

I HAVE a r:ableg-ram from London whif'h states 1hat the Genf.ral Meeting of the Tasma-nian Main Line 
Railway Company; Limited, last Monday, was· largely attended; and were entirely unanimous in em
powering the Directors to dispose of the Line to the Govemment on the minimum terms agreed upon 
provisionally on the 6th Novembel' last. Mr. Price-Williams is to leave London for Tasmania early in 
January to see Mr. Speight and arrange -all details. 

. I .presume this latter-portion is contingent upon the Government desiring to proceed with negotiations, 
as to which yon ·will doubtless kindly inform me. · 

Shall I make this communication in a more formal manner, or are you advised-by Mr. Speight to the 
·same effect ? 

Ho1i. B. S. BIRD, Treasu1·er. 
Yoms truly, 

C. H. GRANT. 



SIR, 

Tasmanian .LWain Line Railrvay Company, Limited, . 
General .1lfonager's Office, Hobart, 20th Decmiber, ~~89,.,,,:_ 

-- THAVE the honor to i~iform ,y9u of the 1·eceipt of.a, cablegram from "London which runs to the 
following ·effect !-'-

. ".Large "Meeting of .Sh!l.rel1olders ww:p.imously empow~~·ed, B.o.aJ·d. of: l)irflqtors r to s.ell qn,the 
. mininrµm .terms agreed ,to .. 011 the 6th 9ay of. N oyembe~· last. l\f1~. Pricec:W,i)liams v,v:ill,:sail; ,c:>11. ,the 
10th day of January ne'{t to see Mr. Speight and arrange all details." 

_ _ _ I ,am "not )nstruc_teq to_ cpi;ru:p.µn,icatectliis_ Jo .yqµ, since. it .~ill .pxobably be .dq11e ofliciany._.1;,y Mr. Hrice
Wiliiams through Mr. Speight; but it appears desirable th;lt, I, :should,pe .j:µfor:µie.d whethf)r the, :;tr.riyal. of., 
Mr. Price Williams about the middle of February next will be at an opportune time to discuss with the · 
Qoyemment . .the 1de,t!).ils; of pi1rcha.se ; ,or whether y9.u .woµW .desire. ~Iwt ,his :vi~it .p_e._postponeq to a. Jater 
period, i~ conn,eptj_on. with the ::µieeti~g .0£Ea,1)iament. · . · 

___ Any ,,inforilla.tiqn . you. co.~ld,gi;ve. me .on.this .-point to: guide the nrnvem~nts, -of, M1'..,.l',ricesWiJiip.ms 
woul~ be_ ,esteem.~d, a,. gx!lat Jav.oµr: by, · 

· · Your obedient Servant, 
\ C. H. GRANT. 

Hon:· B: ·s. 'Brn:D, j}J .H.A., Treasu1·er. 

T1·easury, 23rd December, 1889. 
SrR, 

I HAVE the hon·or to acknowledge ·the receipt of-your letter of·the 20th instant, forwarding copy of 
cablegram-. you,'recei-ved from' London re Tasmanian Main Line Railway Shareholders' meeting, &c. 

· From the,, genera 1, ,rnnor, of ,the_ ea blegram, _and especially from 'the--statement :that: ;Mr; :Price-Williall!s 
is about to sail to arrange all details, it would almost appear that the Shareholders assume that the- G-;o;vern- -
ment are ready to buy the line on the terms named--on -6th- November last; whereas, as you well know, the 
Government is only authorised to buy at a :figure.not exceeding £1,000,000. Unless, therefore, Mr. Price
Williams is coming "lvith authority to sell the line for less than .the sum :[J.amed at the Shareholders' meeting, 
he will pr()bably_ find .that he _is qnly ,vasting his time by coming 'here before Parlia'ment meets in July next, 
if, indeed, he should not also even then find that,his mission is useless, unless he has power to close at a 
lower :figure, than that ;named. as. t_he 111-i;r1jil).u)ll by th·e_ Company. 

C. H. GRANT, Esq., .LHanager T. M. L. Railn·ay, 
Limited, Hobm·t. 

I have;-&c. 
B. ST.AFFORD BIRD, Treasurer. 

Tasmanian )Jf.ain, Line Railmay Company, Limited, 

SrR, 
Gene1·al .Llf anage1'.' s · Office, JI.oqart, 28tl~-J}e.cen~b.m:, 1_889. 

I HAVE; the hono_r to acknow:l_e_dge the,receipt,of your _let~er _of the 23,rd i:nstant,_in w:hich ypu s,uggest 
th'at unless Mr. Price-Williams bears with him froin my Directors author~ty: to. dispose.of ~he. lY.[afa _L~µe -
Railway for less than the sum presumed to be mentioned as the minimum at the Shareholders' meeting, he 
may not succeed in doing business with you before the next meeting of Pa,rliament in July, if then ;. and 
that his journey may be useleRs, unless he has power to complete the sale· at a less· amount. 

This information has .been duly communicated to my Board in a cable~ram, and they will doubtless 
fully realise .its import. 

I have, &c. 
C. H. GR.A.NT. 

Hon. B. S. BrRD, M.H.A., Treasurer. 

MY DEAR Mu. SPEIGHT, 
Premier's Office, 21st February, 18_90. 

AFTER the correspondence; of which I enclose· copies, I was snrprised yesterday to receive clipping, as 
enclosed, from Railmay Nervs, announcing that Mr. 'Price0:Williams is -en roitte ·to -complete with 0Mr. 
Speight the purchas_e and sale of the -Railway with-the Government. 

Kindly cable to me,if I am to expect a visit shortly. 
Yours truly,· 

. P. ·o. FYS_H. 

·"·RAILWAY NEWS." 

4th January, 1890. 
'~ WE understand that Mr. Price-Williams, C.E., sails for Melbourne, Tasmania, and New South 

Wales, on the 10th instant, to complete with Mr. Speight, who was appointed by the Tasmanian Governmnt 
to act with him on their behalf in the mattei·-oCtlie-agieemiiiit" .. for the purchase by the Government of 
Tasmania, of the undertaking of the '.l'asmanian Main Line Railway Company, to which reference was made 
in this paper of a week or two since." 
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MY DEAR Srn, 
Melbourne, 20th February, 1890. 

I DULY received your letter, enclosing copy of the Act authorising the purchase of the Tasmanian 
Main Line Railway for a sum not exceeding £1,000,000, 3½ per cent. hscribed Government Stock. 

I refrained from writing you at the time, as your letter seemed to leave the matter in a position not 
necessitating immediate action on my part,. a view confirmed by the absence of any specific direction from 
you. 

Mr. Price-Williams, however, having just arrived here, and having called upon me in continuance of 
our negociations, is the cause of my now writing you. 

He has full authority for dealing with the question; and, as I have already told you, I think it will be 
a matter for regret for all time if the present opportunity for acquiring the property is not availed of. 

I should be glad to do all in my power to facilitate the completion of a negociation which, beyond doubt, 
must confer great advantages upon Tasmania, and any service I can render is readily placed at your disposal. 

Yours faithfully, 
R. SPEIGHT. 

P. 0. FYsH, Esq. 

TELEGRAM. 
The Prernier to the Agent-General. 

Hobart, 21st Feb1·ua1·y, 1890. 
(Translation.) 

ENQUIRE Bircham earliest possible date on which Appeal to Privy Council can be heard. Reply by 
Telegraph. 

TELEGRAM. 
The Agent-General to the Premw1·. 

London, 24th Feb1-ua1-y, 1890. 
(Translation.) 

IF Respondents appear at once and facilitate. Appeal can be heard about June-July. If they do not 
appear or having appeared they do not facilitate not less'* than November. 

•Earlier. 

TELEGRAM. 
The Agent-General to the Prernier. 

(Translation.) 
RAILWAY Company will afford facilities. · 

London, 27t!t ilfarc!t, 1889. 

AscERTAIN whether Railway Company afford such facility as necessary hearing Appeal to Privy 
Council June, July.-18. 3. 90. P.O.F. 

FoRw ARDED to the Hon. the Attorney-General. 
By direction of the Premier, 

TELEGRAM. 
Tlte Agent-General to the Premwr. 

EARLIEST possible date, 15th July. 
(Translation.) 

FoRWARDED to the Hon. the Attorney-General. 
For the Premier, 

JAS. ANDREW, Secreta1·y. 
28tli March, 1890. ·-! 

London, 31st Jl,Im·ch, 1890. 

JAS. ANDREW, Seareta1·y. 
1st April, 1890. 

THE Attorney-General would like the Premier to communicate with the Agent-General by the mail 
which closes to-morrow, and which will arrive in London on 12th May, requesting him to reply by wire, 
stating within what period after 15 July we may confidently rely on the Appeal being heard. 

A. INGLIS CLARK. 
1st Ap1·il, 1890. 
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No. 695. Premier's Office, Hoba1·t, 2nd April, 1890. 

·srn, 
IN reference to our telegraphic communications respecting the date for hearing the Appeal to the 

Privy Council in the 'fasmanian Main Line Railway dispute, copies of which are elsewhere transmitted 
for verification, I have the honor to request that immediately on receipt of this despatch you will endeavour 
to ascertain, and inform me by telegraph, within what period after 15th July the Government may con-
:(idently rely upon the appeal being heard. . 

· It is important that this information should be obtained as soon as possible, so that the date on which 
the Attorney-General will leave for England may he arranged. 

I have, &c. 
P. 0. FYSH. 

E.~- C. BR.ADDON, Esq., Agent-Genemlfor Tasmania, London. 

No. 847. 

:Si:it, 

Office of the Agent- General for Tasmania, TVestrninstm· Chamber, 
5, Vict01·ia-stnet, London, S. W., 28th Febi-uar.1/, 1890. 

IN conformity with instructions conve.ved by your cablegram of the 21st inst., I consulted Mess1·s. 
Bircham & Co. as to the probable date when the Privy Council would hear our appeal in the Main Line 
Railway case, and I have now the honour to convey i11 exten.~o the opinion given and transmitted to you 
in reduced form on the 24th inst. 

That opinion is as follows :-" If Respondents appear at once and facilitate, Appeal can be heard 
about June or July. If they do not appear, or appear and do not facilitate, Appeal cannot be heard till 
November." · 

I was surprised to hear from Messrs. Bircham & Co. that the Tasmanian Crown Solicitor had 
-communicated with them direct in regard to this Appeal, instructing them to retain Sir H. Davey. 
I would submit that it is prefemble that such communi0atious should pass through your office and mine. 

I have, &c. 
·The Hon. the Premier, 1:lobar·t, Tasmania. E. BRADDON, Agent-General. 

FoRW.ARDED to the Hon. the Attorney-General, with special reference to the last paragraph. 
By direction of the Premier, 

JAS. AND ilEW, Secretary. 
2nd Azn·il, 1890. 

THE Crown Solicitor communicated directly with Messrs. Bircham & Co. under my instructions, and 
I am of opinion that such is the preferable course to pursue when explanations and discussions of legal 
points are to be communicated. 

. A. INGLIS CLARK. 
2nd April, 1890. 

Attorney-General's Office, Hobart, 3rd April, 1890. 
Re Tasniania.n 11fain Line Railway Co. v. the Queen. 

,MEMORANDUM. 
IN reference to the observations of the Agent-General upon the propriety of the Crown Solicitor com

municating directly with Messrs. Bircham, contained in his letter to the Premier which was forwarded to 
me yesterday, and on which I endorsed that the Crown Solicitor had acted under my instructions, and 
-thal I was of opinion that such was the best course to pursue when explanations and discussions of legal 
points were to be communicated, I desire to add that it is necesary that all such communications as I have 
mentioned should go directly fr.om the Crown Solicitor to our Solicitors in London, in order to have them 
·included in our bill of costs if we are successful in our appeal. All instructions· given by the Crown 
Solicitor to Messrs. Bircham will be recognised by the taxing officer on the same principle that all 
necessary correspondence between a country solicitor and his town agents are recognised as chargeable in 
an ordinary action in our Supreme Court ; but if our instructions to Messrs. Bircham pass through the 
Agent-General we shall not be allowed to include them in our bill of costs, because they will be regarded 
as having been given originally in London by the Colony's Agent there, and not as having come from the 
Crown Solicitor in the Colony who has the conduct of the case for the Colony. 

A. INGLIS CLARK. 
The Hon. the Premier·. 

No. 705. P.rernier's Office, :Hobart, 9th April, 1890 • 
. SIR, 

IN reference to the concluding paragraph of your despatch, No. 847, of 28th February, with regard to 
the action of the Crown Solicitor in communicating direct with Messrs. Bircham and Company on the 



subject of- the appeal ,by.' the, Government to, the Privy Council in the Main Line Railway dis_pute, I ,have 
the honor to enclose herewith copy of a Memorandum by the Attorney-General in explanation of the. 
circumstance, and stating that the 'course referred to was adopted by, his, instructions. 

· The occasion is, in my opinion, one. in which the usual procedure may ~vith advantage :be departed 
from,a view, after perusal of·Mr. Clai•k's remarks, you_ will, I.am sure, concm in. 

In regard to the instructions to Messrs. Bircham to retain Sir H. Davey, I have to express my regret 
that the Grown Law Office__rs did not follow the recognised practice. 

I have, &c. 
P. 0. FYSH, Prem-ier. 

E. BRADDON, Esq., Agent-Generalfoi· Ta.~mania, London. 

s:ru, 

TELEGitAM, 

The Premier to. the ·Agent~General. 

(Translation.) 
Hobart, ]4thApril, 1890. 

CAN we rely -upon hearing 4-ppeal within a moi1th after that date? 

MosT probably. 

No. 877. 

TELEGRAM. 

The Agent~General to tlte Premier. 

( Translation.) 
London, 17th .Azn-il, 1890. 

_ OJJice of the Agent-Generalfo1· 1.'a:~mania, TVe.~tminste1· Chambers, 
5, Victoria-street, London, S. TV., 27tlt 11:Iarch, 1890. 

IN compliance with your cablegram, received on the 18th inst., I addressed the Secretary of the 
Tasmanian Main Line ,Railway Company, asking him if his Company would facilitate our appeal to the 
Privy Council, and in conformity with his reply, received to-day, I have cabled to you as follows:-" Rail
way Company will afford facilities." 

I have now the ·11011or to forward copies of correspondence between this Office and the Secretary of the 
Tasmanian Main Line Rail way on this point. 

I have, &c. 
Tlte' Hon. the P1·emie1·, .Tasmania. E. BRADDON, Agent-General. 

FonwARDED to the Hon. the Attorney-Gene1·al. 

PERUSED and returned. 

No. 391. 

By direction of the Premier, 

A. INGLIS CLARK. 
1 J.l:lay, 1890. 

J AS. ANDREW, Seci·etar-y. 
30th A pi·il, 1890. 

Office of the Agent-Generalfor Tasmania, TVe.st1niniste1· O!tambers, 
5, Victo1·ia-street, S. TV., 18th 1lia1·r:h, 1890. 

·SrR,. 
IN reply to a cable message recently received from the Premier of Tasmania; I wired the following 

· information in regard to the Privy Council Appeal, 'rasmanian Government -v. Tasmanian Main Line 
Railway Co.:-

"If Respondents appear at once, and·facilitate, appeal can be heard about June or J nly. If they do 
'' not appear, or appear and do not facilitate, appeal cannot be heard until N ovcmber." 

I have to-day-received a telegram instructino- me to ascertain whether the Company will afford the 
facility necessary for having the Appeal heard in June or July; and I have now the honour to- ask whether 
your Company, as Respondents, will appear and.facilitate,.so that this appeal may be disposed of at the 
earliest opportunity. 

I have, &c. 

'. To the Secreta1·y Tasmaniaii J.1fain 'Line Railroay Oo. 
E. BRADDON, Agent-General. 
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'Tasmanian Main' Dine-'Railivay: Company,' Liinited;. 
Grw:echilrck Buildings; 79½', G1·aceclturch"-street, £onclon;E;C.;- 26th 1vil;.1·ck, 1890, 

Sin; 
. YouR ,letter of the 18th' Maicli·was before the Boatd'of this Company on:the·25th-:instant; and· I'am 

'directed to ·ieply, that-the':Gompa:ny's'8olicitors -entered :a!'1 appearance s0rrie -time ago; and they ·will· take 
such steps as Counsel may consider proper and for the due determination of the Appea:l. 

I hav:e, &c. 

Tfw·Hbn. E_ ·BRADDON, .Agent0{1-enei·alfo'1'.'Tasmanict; 
WM~ DA¥IS0N,-Bec1·eta1·y. 

SIR, 

,Office of the A/Jent,;G~neral.for Tasmania, Westminstei: Chambers, 
- 5, Victoria-street, KW.; 27th 1-VIarch~ 1890: . 

I HAVE the>honor. to, acknowledge-the receipt of and to thank you ;fo1:-ye>m: letter .. of yestenl,ay's, date, 
.and .to inform you, .that,_in accordance- with its .contents,_r· ,have this .m.orning cabled to the, Tasmanian 
·aovernmentthat your Company will facilitate the hearing of the Appe'al'to tli'.e P_i·ivy C(mp.cil;_ so ,that it 
may be. disposed ofat the earliest opportunity. 

· llain; &c; 

WM. DAVISON, Esq., Secretary; Tasmanian Jlfain L·ine 
: E. BRAPDON;;_Ag_ent-.General. 

Railway Company, Limited, 79½, Graceclturclt-st1·eet, E.G. 

TELEGRAM. 
Spencer-street Railway Station, Jlelbourne, 

HAVE offer from Pifoe-Williams. 
. 26th April, 1890. 

W1'ite you by Flum to-day. 
R. SPEIGHT. 

'Hon. P. 0. FYSH, 1l1:.L .. C.; Tasmania. 

TELEGRAM. 

HAs Price-Williams left any offer of Railway to this:.Gove1:nment? 
25th A.jn-il, 1890. 

P. 0. FYSH. 
R: SPEIGHT, Esq., Chairman Railri:ay Commissioners, J1felbourne. 

MY ·DEAR SIR, 
Jlfelbourne, 26th April, 1890. 

I RECEIVED your telegram, and replied, to it, that I was writing you to-day. 

I received a communication from :\fr. Price-Willia~1s making a firm offer, but as I intended in sending 
it to you 1.o write you fully upon the advantages to Tasm1mia of now closing the matter, I delayed forwarding 
it until I could do so. 

Illness from the prevailing epidemic, followed by a busy and exhaustive attention to my own Railway 
matters here, has prevented my doing so, and I am not ready to catch this mail to forward yon such a 
Report to-day. 

I gather, however, from your telegram that you desire to be in possession of the offer, and I now ~encl 
it, and will, if you desire it, send a Report afterwards. 

I have so fully explaiuecl in our several interviews the advantages of yonr acquiring the Railway that 
it may be scarcely necessary to report my opinion that. this opportunity of closing the matter should not be 
lost. 

Mr. Price-Williams, I understand, is leaving for London on 24th May. 

Yours faithfully, 
R. SPEIGHT. 

Hon. P. 0. FYsH. 

Hoba1·t, J1farch 22nd, 1800. 

TASMANIAN J\'Lu.N LINE RAILWAY. 
MY DEAR Sm, 

I fully recog-nise the difficulty you have pointed out, of the Government nuder existing circumstances 
taking the initiative in any further action for the acqui1·ement of this Company's undertaking·, without their 
having from me, as the Company's representative, a firm offer, in order to enable them to submit it to 
Parliament. 
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Having regard 'to this, and to the importance in the interests of the Colony and of _the Railway Com

pany, of speedily and :6nally settling these long pending negotiations, I, under the powers given me by 
the Directors under the common seal of the Company, dated 8th January last, and which I have shown 
you, now make you, as the representative of the Tasmanian Government in these negotiations; the follow-
ing firm offer, conditional upon its acceptance by the Government, and thei1; undertaking to ·get it speedily 
ratified by Parliament. 

This offer is as follows:-
To deduct from the £1,125,000 (the sum in cash we mutually agreed upon as the purchase money on 

the 5th of September last) £18,500 (the_ amount of the recent verdict and costs), and to reduce the price 
to be paid to the Company for the immediate acquirement oftheir undertaking to £1,106,500; this sum to· 
include the stores, rolling-stock, and other matters and things not issued to dep·artments of the Rail way 
and unpaid for, the compensation to be paid for to the executive. and staff and officers of the Company 
whose services are dispensed with by the Government, together with all and every asset belonging to the 
Company. 

The concessions. I am making in giving you this firm offer of £1,106,500, are as follows:-
lst. The abandonment by the _Company of all costs incurred· in connection with the Government's 

Appeal to the Privy Council. 
2nd. The -abandonment by the Company of their claim of £9500, about. to be enforced in the same· 

way and on the same legal grounds as in_ the recent action. . 
3rd. The abandonment by the Company of its claim for the stores, rolling-stock, &c. not issued or· 

~~~ ' 

The total amount of these concessions, including the £18,500 · for verdict and costs; would altogether 
be about £34,000, and are the utmost I can make, and I shall be glad to receive as early as possible a 
definite reply to this firm offer I have made. · 

.As you are aware, the professional business which brought me oi1t to New South \-Vales is nearly 
completed. Other pressing professional matters require my return home as speedily as possible, and I need 
not say how much I should appreciate on personal grounds any action 011 the part of the Government which 
would expedite the speedy settlement of this matter, and enable me to fulfil my professional engagements in 
England. 

Yoms faithfully, 
RICHARD SPEIGHT, Esq., Chairman qf Railway 

Comrni-~sioners, Melbourne. 
R. PRICE-WILLIAMS. 

MEMO. 
.A.ttonzey-Geneml's Office, Hoba1·t, 2nd 111ay, 1890. 

THE offer of sale of the Main Line Railwav wi1ich is contained in the letter of Mr. Price-Williams to
Mr. Speight of 22nd March last is based upon ihe terms and conditions of purchase set forth in the Act of 
Parliament of Tasmania authorising the Governor to buy the Railway, and follows those terms and con
ditions in everything but the price, which is raised from £1,000,000 to £1,125,000, less the amount. 
recovered by the Main Line Railway Company in the late action against the Government-viz., £18,500. 

The Hon. The Prnmier. A. INGLIS CLARK. 

(Copy.) 
To all to whom these Presents · shall come I SIR RoBERT GEORGE CROOKSHANK HAi\lILTON 

Knight Commander of the Most Honorable Order of the Bath, Governor and Commander-in-
Chief in and over the Colony of Tasmania and its Dependencies. Send greeting. 

WHEREAS the Honornble ANDREW INGLIS CLARK the Attornev-General for Tasmania aforesaid is 
about to proceed to London in England and it is expedient that some.person should be appointed for me· 
as such Governor as aforesaid and in my name for and on behalf of the Colony of Tasmania to enter into 
negotiations anrl to sign seal execute and deliver all such Agreements Contracts and other Documents
as may be necessary or expedient in or about the sale and purchase of the Main Line of Railway Now 
know ye that I the said SIR RoBERT GEORGE CnooKSHANK HAllULTON a.s such Govemor as afore-
said do hereby authorise and empower the said ANDREW INGLIS CLARK for me and in my name as such
Governor as aforesaid and for and on behalf of the Colony of Tasmania to purchase the said Main Line 
of Railway together with all rights privileges powers and advantages whatsoever affecting or appurtenant 
to the said Railway which are now vested in the 'l'asmanian Main Line Railway Company Limited or any 
person claiming by through or under the same And for that purpose for me and in my name and for·· 
and on behalf of the Colony of Tasmania or otherwise to make sign seal execute and deliver all such 
Agreements Contracts and other Documents Papers and Writings and generally to do all such acts and 
things for the purpose aforesaid as the said ANDREW ING LIS CLARK shall consider necessary or expedient 
And I herebv declare that whatsoever the said ANDREW INGLIS CLARK shall do or cause to be done 
under or by virtue of these Presents shall be as binding and effectual to all intents and purposes as if clone· 
by me in my own proper person. 

As 

P. 0. Fvau Cltief Secretary. 

witness my hand and the seal of the Colony of Tasmania· at· 
Hobart in Tasmania this third day of May in the year of our· 
Lord one thonsand eight hundred and ninety. 

(L.S.) R. G. C. HAMILTON.-. 
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Srn, 
Piemier's Office,-.Hobatt, 3rd'May, 1890. 

I HAVE the horioi:ir to forwai'd to you herewith a Cominis.sio!l. under the signature of.His £xcalfoncy_ 
the Governor, ernpowerii1g yon to treat with the Directors of the Tasmanian Main Litie Railway Cofupany,, 
Limited, for the purchase of their property. 

In the event of your finding it pos.sible, on your ar1:ival in London; to. procure any p116posals fo1· ~tfoh 
purcha.se better tbau tl10~e now in the hands ~f .the Government, or which, if' accepted, wohld render it 
possible ~o complete the purchase witlJout pl·oceeding with !he Appeal to_ the Privy ~ouncil, I shall be gl:i,d 
if yon ·will cable such proposals, so tnat they rnav be considered m Cabmet, and, if necessary, by Parha-

. ment, at the earliest opportunity. • . · 

In any case I desire you clearly to understand that, although you take with you full authority to act 
for the Government in the completion ofpnrchase,-if terms are finally agreed upon between the Company 
and the Colony, yet you are not t.() conclude any negotiations which will bind the Colony with.out the full 
knowledge of those terms having been communicated to Ministers, or without their sanction· having been 
conveyed to you. 

I have, &c. 
P. 0. FYSH. 

Tl1e Hon. ANDREW INGLIS CLARK, Attorney-General. 

S1it, 
Premier's Offece, Hobart, 3rd May, 1890. 

I RECEIVED your letter of the 26th ultimo, enclosing Mr. Price-Williams' offer for the saie of the· 
Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company's property, on the 28th. . 

Had this offer reached the Government at an earlier date, Ministers might have considered the 
propriety of arranging for a Session of Parliament to specially considei· the matter, but it is now impossible: 
for a meeting before July. 

Although the Government are aware of the reasons which guide your recommenuation that the· 
Railway should be acquired by the Colony, it will strengthen their hands in submitting• this offer for 
Parliamentary considflration if they ai•e furnished with them ~n writing. I shall be glad, therefore, if yo11 
will be so kind as to forward me the Report y~m mention as soon as your engagements will permit. 

I have, &c. 
P. 0. FYSH. 

R. SPEIGHT, Esq., Chafrman of Railrvay Commissioner.~, Melbourne. 

No. 745. 
Srn, 

P1·emiet's Office, Hobart, 10th May, 1890. · 

AR you were led to expect by my telegram of the 28th March, the Government have appointed the 
Honorable A. I. Clark, Attorney-General, to watch the Appeal by the Government to the Privy Council 
against the decision of the Law· Courts here on the matters in dispute with the Tasmanian Main Line-
Railway Company. . • . 

. Mr, Clark· carries with him a commission authorising him to tre'at with the Company for the purchase
of·the Line, shorild such a course nppear desirable ; but he is instructed that no negotiations are to ·be 
concludeu without the precise terms having been conveyed to the Government and their views communi-' 
cated to him. 

I shall be glad if during Mr. Clark's stay in England you will render him any assistance in yo~u•· 
powei• to further the business on which he is ena-aa-ed, or to enable him to make the most of his brief visit. 
He.leaves by the_ P. 0. Company's s.s. Ca1·thage; and should arrive in England a few days after this letter· 
reaches you. 

I have, &c. 
By direction ofthe Premier, 

JAS. ANDREW, Secretary. 
E. BnA:DDON, Esquire, Agent-Genemlfor. 'l'asmania, London. 

No. 969. 

SrR, . 

· Ojffoe of. tlie Agent-General for Tasmaniaf Westminster Cha~ibersr 
· 5, Victoria-st7·eet, London, S. W., 15th May, 1890. 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge rereipt of your despatch (No. 695) of the 2nd ultimo, in which 
you ask me to ascertain and inform you by telegraph within what period after 15th July the Government 
may confidently rely upon·the appeal being heard. 
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As oil the 14th .ultimo (i.e;1 l2 days-after date of the above despatch) you asked me by cablegram, 

"Can I rely on hearing appeal within one month after that date?" and I replied thereto on the 18th idem, 
'~ Most probably," I do not consider that any occasion n.o~ .exists for sending the il)formation by telegraph 
required by your despatch under reply, but forestalled by your subsequent cablegram. 

Indeed, I have nothing more to communicate. ·our solicitors, 1\-Iessrs. Bircham & Co., after due 
enquiry, could not aµticipate the exact date:of the hearing of our Appeal any more closely than was given 
in my cablegram of the 18th ultimo. · 

.I have,· &c. 
E. BRADDON, Agent-General. 

The Hon. tlte P1·emier, Hobm·t, Tasmania. 

No. 977. 

SIR, 

Office of tlte Agent-Generalf01: Ta.miania, Westminste:r Oltambei·s, 
:S, Victoria-st1·eet, London, B. TV., 22nd 1viay, 1890. : 

· IN reply to your despatch, No. 705, of the 9th ultimo, I have the honor to state that, havin()' read 
the Memo. of the Hon. Attorney-General-on th~ subject of the direct instruction. of our London Solidtors 
by the Crown Solicitor, I quite concur that there was good reason for departing from the ordinary course 
of communicating through this office. 

I have, &c. 

Tlte Hon. tlte Pre'fl!,ier, Hobm·t, Tasmania. 
E. BRADDON, Agent-Genei·al. 

FoRWARDED to the Secretary to the Law Department. · 

.By direction of the Premier1 . 

JAMES ANDREW, Secretm-y. 
26tli June, 1890. 

FoRWARDED to the C~·own Solicitor :for his information, and to be returned. 

PERUSED and returned. 

F. STOPS; Secretary. 
26. 6. 90. 

EDW. D. DOBBIE. 
27tli June, 1~90. 

·, 'RETURNED to·tl1e 'Honorable the Premier. 
F. STOPS, Sec1·eta1·y . 

. 27. O; 90: 

To all to whom these Presents shall come-I WILLIAM RIGGALL Notary Public-by Royal authority duly 
admitted and sworn practising in the City of Melbpui"lie in the Colony of Victoria do hereby certify that 
on the day of the date hereof persohally came and appeared before me John Henry ·Crowther and William 
Macaulay Akerley the declarants named and described in the before written · Declaration and by solemn 
declaration which the said declarants then made before me in due form of law did solemnly and sincerely 
declare to be true the several matters and things mentioned aud contained in the said declaration. 

In faith and-testimony whereof I have hereunto set my name and affixed 
my seal of office at Melbourne aforesaid this twenty-third· day of May 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and ninety. · 

WM. RIGGALL Notary Public 
1lielbou1·ne Victoria. 

WE John Henry Crowther a)1d William Macaulay Akerley both,·of 120 William-street Melbourne in the 
Colony of Victoria Clerks to Messienrs Blake and Rigg-all of the same place Solicitors and Notaries Public 
jointly and severally. solemnly and sincerely declare as follows ;-,-

That the writing contained in the two sheets ,of paperhereun.to annexed marked A is a true copy of· 
those portions of the Agreement' of which such portions purport to be extracts being those portions which 
authorise Mr. Price-Williams therein mentioned to riegotiate with the Government of Tasmania foe the 
sale to them of The 'l'asmanian Main Line Railway the samP. having bee!) compared therewith by ns this 
hventy-third day of May_ Qne thousand eight hundred and ninety. . · · 
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And we jointly and severally make this solemn declai·ation conscientiously believing the same to be 

true and by virtue of the provisions of an Act of the Parliament of Victoria rendering persons making a 
false declaration punishable for wilful and corrupt perjury. · 

Declared at Melbourne in the Colony of Victoria 
this twenty-third day of May One thousand 
eig_ht hundred and ninety. · 

J. H. CROWTHER. 
W. M. · AKERLEY. 

Before me, 
WM. RIGGALL Notary Public 

J.11 elbourne Victoria. 

A. 
AN AGREEMENT made and entered into in London this eighth day of January one thousand eight 
hundred and ninety BETWEEN THE TASMANIAM MAIN LINE RAILWAY COMPANY LIMITED sometimes 
hereinafter referred to as "the Company" of the one part and RICHARD PRICE-WILLIAMS of No. 38 
Parliament-street in the City of Westminster a Member of the Institute of Civil Engineers of the other. 
part WmmEAS on the nineteenth day of March one thousand eight hundred and eighty-nine a resolution 
empowering the said Richard Price-Williams to negotiate with the Government of Tasmania for the sale 
to it of the Company's line was passed ·by the Diredors of the Company and a copy of such resolution is 
set out in the schedule hereto . * * * * ., "' * ,;:. · '* '" *· '* *' 
AND WHEREAS the said Richard Price-Williams proceeded to Tasmania and entered into· negotiations 
with Richard Speight '* * ,,. * ,,.. ,;,. ,;, which resulted in the said Richard 
Speight and Richard Price Williams agreeing the value of the Company's Railway Buildings and Rolling 
Stock as the same then stood at One million one hundred and twenty-five thousand pounds '1' '* * 
And such agreement '" '* '1' ''' was on the sixth November one thou~and eight hundred 
and eighty-nine approve<l and adopted by the Government of Tasr,iani11, and by the Compa11y subject to 
the Company releasing and giving up the beneficial results accruing to the Company from a verdict and a 
judgment previously obtainerl by the Company against the said Govemment in the Supreme Court of 
Tasmania but such agreement was subject to the approval of the Legislative Assembly of the Colony of 
Tasmania which has not hitherto been obtained * ,;, '' '* * *' '1' •~ ,,. *' *' 
AND WHEREAS notwithstanding the refusal of the Le.gislative Assembly to ratify and approve the said 
agreement of the sixth November one thousand eight hundred and eighty-nine it is considered probable 
that on further consideration the Govemment of the Colony may determine to adopt and be bound thereby 
or may be willing to bind themselves to terms not less favourable to the Company and it has been arranged 
that the said Richard Price-Williams shall return to the said Colony for the purpose of continuing the 
negotiations with the Government and with reference to such proposal ,;, '1' "' * ,;,. sr.- '~ 

Now THEREFORE THESE PRESENTS WITNESS and it is hereby covenanted and agreed each party 
covenanting and agreeing in respect of his and their own acts and observances in the manner contained iii 
the following clauses that is to say 

1 The said Richard Price Williams shall forthwith proceed to Tasmania for the purpose of 
continuing- the negotiations for the sale of the· lino on the basis of the resolution of shareholders on the 
sixteenth December one thousand eight hunclred and eighty-nine and continue such negotiations up to 
arid including the thirty-first December one thousand eight hundred and ninety 

* * * * * * * * * * 
IN WITNESS whereof the Company have hereunto set their Common Seal and the said Richard Price

Williams has hereunto set his hand and seal the day and· year first above written. 
The Schedule above 1·eferred to. 

RESOLVED 
That Mr. Price-Williams be and is hereby empowered to negotiate on the Company's 

behalf for the sale of the line 
;r,. 

The Common Seal of the Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company Limited 
wa8 affixed hereto in the presence of 

WM. DAVISON Secretary. 
F. D. GREY Chairman. 

L.S. 

. This and the preceding sheet is the annexure marked A referi·ed to in the annexed declaration of John 
Henry Crowther and William Macaulay Akerley made before me this 23rd day of May 1890. 

A~ 

WM. RIGGALL Notary Public 
Melbourne Victoria. 

To all whom these presents shall come I RICHARD PRICE WILLIAMS of 38 Parliament sti:eet in the 
City of Westminster but at present of Melbourne Victoria Civil Engineer Send greeting 

WHEREAS by an Agreement entered into in London the eighth day of January One thousand eight hundred 
and ninety between the Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company Limited (hereinafter referred to as the 
said Company) of the one part and myself the said Richard Price_ Williams of the other part I was to 
proceed to Tasmania for the purpose of negotiating for the sale of the said Company's Railway Line as 
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therein mentioned AND WHEREAS I have owing to unf~reseen circumstances been. compelled to leave 
Tas~ania aforesaid before completing negotiations for any such sale as aforesaid and am_ therefore desirous 
of appointing an agent to act for me under the said Agreeement until my reti.u·n to Tasmania Now 
THEREFORE KNOW YE that I the said Richard Price-Williams D·o BY THESE PRESENTS nominate 
constitute and appoint CHARLES HENRY GnANT of Hobart Tasmania aforesaid General Manager of the 
said Company there to be my true .and lawful Attorney for me and in my name or· otherwise as I am 
empowered to act for me under the said Agreement and for the purposes theJ·eofto do execute and perform 
all and every the powers discretions matters and things exercisable by me under the said Agreement I the 
said Richard Price Williams undertaking and agreeing to .confirm .whatsoever the said Charles Henry 
Grant shall lawfully do or cause to be done under tlie said Agreement during my absence from .Tasmania 
IN WITNESS wherof I have hereunto set my hand and seal the twenty-third day of May one thousand. 
eight hundred and ninety 
Signed sealed and delivered by·the 

said Richard Price-Williams in· RICHARD PRICE WILLIAMS (L.S.) 
the presence of · 

WM. RIGGALL 
Notary Public 

· Melbourne 

Tms is the Power of Attorney marked A. referl'e·d to in my Notnrial Ce1:tifirate hernunto annexed. 
Dated this 28.rd day of May 1890. 

(L.S.). WM. RIGG ALL 
N otarv Public 

• Melbourne Victoria. 

To all to whom these presems shall come I W1LLIAi\1 R10GALL ofMelboume in the Colony ofVictori:J.. 
~otar.v Public by Royal Authority duly admi1_;ted and sworn practising at Melboume aforesaid no HEREBY 

·cERTIFY AND ATTEST unto all whom it may concem that on the day of the date .hereof personally came. 
_and appeared before me Richurd Price-Williams who is named and described i1t the aunexed Deed Poll or 
J;>ower of Attorney marked "A. " and did in my presence duly sign seal and as his act and deed in due. 
form of law deliver the said anne~ed Deed Poll or Power of Attorney. 

To the due execution whereof an Act being i·equiretl I have granted the same under my Notarial Form 
aJ;J.~l Seal of Office to serve and avail as occasion may require. 

Done and 1;assed at Melbourne in the Colo1;y of Victoria this twenty 
third day of May in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and ninef:y. 

(L.S.) WM. RIGGALL 
Notm·y Pnblic 

Melbourne 
Victoria. 

. We the undersigned hereby certi(y and attest that the foregoing writing eontains a tnrn and corrcc t 
Copy. of the orig·inal Appointment of which it purpo!'ls to be a Cop,v together with the Notarial Certificate 
thereunto annexed the same having been e;rnmined imcl compared Lhei.vwitb by us this twenty-ninth cl~ of 
May 1890. 

J. H. CRO~W'l'~ER} Clerks to Me~sr~. Bluke t,(; Riggall Solicitors 
W. M. AKE.R.:(~h Y . l 20 Wilham street Melboume. 

RE TASMANIAN MAIN LINE RAILWAY COMPANY PURCHASE. 
THE copy Agreement, dated the 8th January, 1890, and made between the Compan;t and ].\fr. Price
William::\, appears to me. to be nlt_ogether unsatisfactory. Much o-f the original has ueen omitted. 'Possibly 
this has been done becanse it was not wished lo disclose the p1·ivute arrangemems between the Company 

. and Mr. Price-Williams ; but, of course, no busine~B man could act npo.u such a document. If the 
Company wish to appoint: an ug·ent to negotiate and <.:onclude an agreement for pul'cha~,c, and assumin()' 
that they can do so, a resolution· should he passed stating- precisely what powers are conferrnd upon th~ 
agent, and then a properly drafced power of attorney should be executed by ,:he Company. 

'l'he $◊-called appointment of 23rd 111ay, 1890, by M1·. Priee-William,,, au1'horising i\il'. G1·,mt to act 
for him i~, in my· opinion, void. Even as.~~ming Thfr. Pri_ce-'\Villiums ·hus po:wer to uct. in the matler, he has 
np .power to appoin, a substitute. 

ALFRED DOBSON. 
Solicit a,·- Genem ts Chambers, 
. 28ih ./-u;;e, 1890. 

ME11rnRANDUM. 

Ta~manian Main Line Purchase. 
J1ielbmwne, 3rd .June, 1890. 

1. THE first saving effected by the pmc1iase by the Govemment of the Tasmanian l\'.Inin Line Railway 
,vill· be by the abolition of the Company's offices and expenses in London, and by the Government bei11cr. 
enabled to work the whole system of Tasmanian Rnil ways i:mder one management instead of two, as a~ 
present. · 

The economy in these respects should not be le~s than £8000 per annum. 
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, 2. A further saving should be immediately obtained by concentrating the traffic at Launceston at one 

station. To a large extent duplicate expenses are iilctirred under the present' system, and from ·my observa
tions when in Tasmania on the business of the proposed purchase the saving ought to be at least £1000 
pe1· annum. 

3. The fact that the present system of Government Railways are separated from each other· by the 
l\;Iain.Line Railway must be a source of exceptional expense to the. Government, besides being a constan.t 
source of annoyance, owing to the divergeucy of views prevailing as to the rights of the parties· tinder 
present conflicting interests ; and, without putting any money value upori it, it. is not difficult to· see that 
with-the entire system of railways in the hands of the Government, an immediate benefit' would result from 
the removal of these •difficulties. 

4. The united gross revenue from the Tasmanian Maii1 Line Railway and the Government .Railways 
was,.for the last published year, £135,984. 

5. The whole ·of the Tasmanian Main Line receipts amounted to £76;000, and were practically 
absorbed in working expenses. 1'he working expenses of the Government Railways were nearly 96 per 
cen.t. of the ·receipts. 

6. Under one management the working ·expenses, exclusive of the items mentioned in Clauses i" and 2 
of this memorandum, should be materially reduced, and in my opinion a very few years will show a 
reduction of at least 10 per cent. on the working charges. 

6. 'fhis on the last year's revenue would be equal to between £13,000 and £14,000, but iould, of 
course, be a larger sum as the gross revenue increases, of which there is every probability. 

8. The guarantee of the Government to pay the Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company £32,500 
per annum has some sixteen (Hi) years to run, and, mea,mred by past experience, it is not unlikely that if 
the Tasmanian Main Line Railway remains in the hands of the present owners the whole of the gross 
receipts will be required to maintain and work the Railway. 1'he Government may therefore safely assu~e 
that for sixteen years their contribution will not, under existing arrangements, be less than the sum named. 

9. The Tasmanian Company in the meantime will natul'ally improve their property, and should present 
negotiations fall throngh, it would be difficult to obtain at a future date a settlement on terms as advan
tageous for the Govemment as those the Compmiy are now prepared to agree to. 

10. By the Government acquiring the property the annual grov,ing increment will accrue to them, as 
it should do, seeing that they by constructing other railway lines, and developing the resources o.f the 
Colony, necessarily improve the prospects of the Main Line, which improvement will grow year by year, 
and become a substantial quantity in the future profits of the undertaking. 

ll. Under the proposed armugernent the Government are relieved of past legal consequences, 
amounting to some £18,000, a cessation of future legal contentions, of which thel'e is every prospect, and 
the further concession made in Mr. Pl'ice-Williams' o:ffer now under your consideration is equal to about 
£6000. So that the net annual obligation in re~pect of the 3~ per cent. Inscribe_d Stock agreed to be taken 
in .. payment is equal to, say £35,500, against £32,500, the present guarantee. In reduction of the first~ 
named amount an immediate benefit of £10,000 per annum will arise, plus a, further sum from economy in 
working the two undertakings together instead ot; separately of, say £10,000., which will reduce the present 
g,ua~an.tee more than one-half, secure all future increments to the Govemment, and give them a free hand 
in developing to the utmost the resources of the Colony by having the whole of the Railways under their 
own control. 

R. SPEIGHT. 

Tasmanian Govermnent Railrvays, 
General Mcmagei·'s Ojj1ce, Launceston, 3rcl July, 1890: 

ME.11£0. for the Hon. the Minister ef Lands and 1f oi·lis. 

Main Line Purchase. 
I HAVE carefully perused Mr. Speight's Memqrandum of the 3rd ultimo, and I now append my 

remarks upon each paragl'aph seriatim. . 

Paragraph 1.-Mr. Speight suggests a saving by one management, and the abolition of the Londoc; 
office and expenses, of £8000. 

On examining the accounts for 1889, I find the following items brought to charge :-

General cha1'ges, Tasmania ........................ . 
Ditto ditto, London ............................. . 

Miscellaneous expenses ............................. . 

£ .~. d. 
3697 2 3 
7224 13 2 
2869 12 1 

£13,791 . 7 6 
--·--· ---~- ----Of this at least £12,000 should be saved. 
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Paragrapli 2.-Mr. Speight is well within the mark. The wages alone of Launceston Station amount. 

t? £1500 per annum. . 

Paragraph 3.-My report to you, dated 30th ultimo, more ~han bears out this view. The matter of 
tolls and truck hire is likely to involve the Colony in very considerable expense. 

. Paragraphs 4 and 5.-During the year· 1889 the Main Line cost £613·44 pei· mile to work; the 
Government Lines cost £328·15 for same period. The percentage of receipts absorbed by working on the 
Main Line was 99·91 ; on the Government Lines, 76·16 per cent. The cost pe1· train mile run was, on the 
Main Line, 4s. 2·87d. per mile; on the Government, 2s. 10·93d .. The train miles run under these widely 
different charges were 384,899 miles on the Main Line, and 397,354 on Government Lines. 

Paragraphs 6 and 7.-Assuming it cost £513 per mile to work the Main Line, or £100 per mile less 
tha1;1 in 1889 ( a not unreasonable assumption, seeing that the cost in the year 1887 was £512 per mile), a. 
savmg would be effected of £13,300. 

· Paragraphs 8, 9, 10, 11.-Mr. Speight shows the interest on purchase in terms proposed to be £38,500. 
Let us see how much in hard cash was paid by the Government to the Main Line Company during the 
,11ast y\)ar. It was-

Guaranteed interest. .................................................... . 
Payments for services, as per return, certified correct by Under 

Treasurer ............................. · ............................... • .. . 
Paid by Government Railway Department for fares, freights, 

&c.-vide Accountant's certified Return ...................... .. 

£ 
32,500 

s. d. 
0 0 

7186 0 8 

1105 4 3 

£40,791 4 11 

Thus, instead of paying the guaranteed interest in full only, the Government paid £40,791; and this 
sum, it must be borne in mind, will increase annually. 

To revert to the interest account: if we reduce the working expenses by the cost of the Engli~1 office 
anJ expenses, say £10,000, and by cash payments, say £8000, we have. to find on the proposed purchase 
price £20,750 per annum, and this is effected by taking credit simply for items which would not occur 
were the line under Government control, being simply the expenses in England, and the cost of services 
in the Col01iy paid for by the Government. 

1'he savings I have so far referred to have been savings in actual cash payments; but there are points 
where further savings could be made in uniform working, and where additional revenue might be gained. 
Leaving these latter out of the question, however, and dealing with the interest us reduced by direct savings 
alone, there can be no question that, with continued prosperity in the Colony, the line should pay its own 
interest before the period of guarantee expires, and a portion of it increasing yearly during that period. 

Thus, by a purchase an immediate saving would be effected, and, at the very furthest, by the time the 
period of guarantee would expire the country would possess the fee-simple of the undertaking without cost 
to the taxpayers, the line earning the interest on the purchase money over and above working expenses. 

FRED. BACK, General J.lfanager. 

TASMANIAN GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS. 
AMOUNT zJaicl to Tasmanian .1lfain Line Railrvay Company during the Year 1889 by tlte 

Government Railrvay Department. 

£ s. d. 
Passenger Fares ........................................................... . 
Stores, &c ................................................................... . 

55 12 0 
222 13 1 

Coal (through Coal Company) ......................................... . 
Hire of Rolling Stock .................................................. . 
Junction Duties ...................... , ................................... . 

532 4 2 
174 15 0 
120 0 0 

£1105 4 3 
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 

Amount paid to Tasmanian Main line Railway Company during the Yem· 1889 by the Treasury. 

Convevance of Mails • • . • . . . . . . . . . •..........•••••• 
Use of Third Rail, Evandale .Junction-Launceston .••... 

,, Telegraph ••••••........•.......•••.....•. •. 
Free Passes . . . .........•..•.......•. ; •....•..••••. 
Freight, &c. Railway Material ......... , ..........••.. 
Customs Subsidy ........• , .•.............•.••••••••• 
Sundries . . . . . . • • . ................................ . 

IVII.L~AM THOMAS STHUTT, 
•GOTERNJIIENT l'RI~TER, TASMA:SIA, 

£ s. d. 
3300 0 0 
250 0 0 
100 0 0 

1175 3 0 
1200 0 0 
500 0 0 
660 17 8 

£7186 0 0 
-------



·-(.Inicontiriuation·of.,Paper ·No. 71, 1890.) 

[''The ·Mercury;•• 22nd July, 1890.] 

Mi\i:N '1:iNE RAILWAY.. ' 
·, . [THE; .~ain)~i[!e ,llai~wl:l.y"CQpipaw :dfTasmania'has .a15ree~,1,~:t~IJ,Bfer :t~~i_r;ra.i\f~y;'fo.t~"'t/1:'_as~a~_ia1:1-
Gove'rnment on October I, provided the purcbase. money ~s.pa1d·m c~sJi. J\feanwliile •tne appeal ,to the 
Privy Council in the action between the Company aiiil' t'he. Goveriinient 'is still 'proceeding. . . 

. '[ME'Mo:;.:..;The~abi:fre'c~ble is:qated'J'riif12.J. 

TELEGRAM. 
Hobart, 22nd July, 1890. 

• - -Press •telegram to-day states Main Line Company want cash as purchase money. Bill now 
passed Assembly provides inscribed stock, ·as mutually ·agreed 'upon. Have you ·•aiiy iritimation of 
Price-Williams' purpose or desire to draw back upon that point ? 

P. 0. FYSH. 
R. SPEIGHT, Esq., Cltairman Railway Commisaioners. 

TELEGRAM. 
_ Spencer-street Railway, 22nd July, 1890. 

The arrangement was to take inscribed stock, and I have heard nothing to the contrary. 
Assume there is no departure from that arrangement. 

R. SPEIGHT. 
Hon. P. 0. FvsH. 

Mv DEAR Srn, 
Hobart, 22nd July, 1890. 

PLEAl'>E receive herewith a copy of the telegram received from England yesterday, and which 
I am desired to send'you. 

In regard to the cablegram in this m.;,rning's Mercury, I cannot but think that the reference to 
"cash" is an error, because I understood Mr. ·Price-Williams to mean that payment should be 
made in inscribed stock, as provided in the Act of Parliament passed last November. 

I am, &c. 
C. H. GRANT. 

Hon. P. 0. FYsH, M.L.C., Premier and Chief Secretary. 

London, 21st July, 1890. 
YouR telegram of the 10th. day of July to hand. The Board of Directors will advise 

Proprietors to pass Resolution approving Mr. Price-Williams' offer of the 22nd March, 1890, 
including possession on the 1st October. Send copy of this telegram to the Government. 

To C. H. GRANT, Esq., Hobart. 

The Agent-General to the Premier. 
London, 21st July, 1890. 

TRANSLATION. 

Is appeal stayed (?) by purchase of Line of Railway. 

The Premier to the Agent-General. 
Hobart, 22nd July, 1890. 

TRANSLATION. 

WILL probably accept offer of Company next week, after Bill passed Legislative Council. If 
appeal delayed until then, could it be renewed at once should we fail to purchase ? · If so, suspend. 



Srn, 

2.Q 

Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company, Limited, 
Gener.al Man~ger's Office, Hobart, 25th July, 1890. 

I HAVE the honor to inform you that, having telegraphed to my Board of Directors in 
England asking for an explanation as to the press cablegram which stated that the Company 
considered Mr. Price""Williams' offer _to be made on the terms of cash payment before handing over 
the line, I have this day received the following reply :- · 

" Board of Directors cannot be considered responsible for press cablegrams, but are willing to 
recommend Proprietors to accept 3½ per cent. inscribed stock, at par, in payment of 
purchase money." 

I am pleased that my assurances given you in this matter have been verified. 

I have, &c. 

Hon. P. 0. FvsH, M:L.C., Premi,er_and Cltief Secretary.· 

WILLIAM 'l'HOM-'.B STRUT"I', 
GOVERNMENT PRINTER, TABM..lNI-'., 

C. H. GRANT. 
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( Continuation of Paper No. 71 of 1890.) 

TELEGRAM, 

· FOLLOWING appears in English telegrams in this day's Daily Telegraph:-" The PriTy Council have, 
refused to receive the Petition for Appeal forwarded by the Tasmanian Government against the decision in 
the case decided_by the Supreme Court of the Colony in favour of the Tasmanian Main Line Railway 
Company,-the grounds of the refusal being that the Appeal is irregular. The Directors anticipate that 
the Appeal will be abandoned." 

F. BACK. 
Launceston, 4 Aug. 1890. 

Horz. Minister of Lands and Works. 

TELEGRAM. 
The Premier to the Agent-General. 

STATE present position Appeal. · Press telegram states Petition refused. 
Hobart~ 4th August, 1890. 

TB LEG RAM, 
The Agent-General to the Pr,mier. 

London, 5th August, 1890·. 
(Translation.) 

STATEMENT as to Petition refused false. Appeal pending decision as to purchase. Telegraph decision. 
at once. 

TELEGRAM, 
The Premier to the Agent-Ge~ral. 

Hobart, 7th Augu.~t, 1890. 
(Translation.) 

BILL for the purchase of line of railway passed. Inform Company Government accepts offer of 
Price-Williams 22nd March. In accordance with mutual understanding, payment to be made by Inscribed 
three and a half per cent. Sto'ck at par, amounting to million hundred and six thousand and five 
hundred pounds sterling (£1,106,500). Prepared to take over by 1st October, stock being inscribed that 
date in names approved by Railway Company. Sending copies of Act of Parliament ; authority for stock 
inscription, draft agreement purchase, power of ~ttorney by next mail. Require immediate reply as to
Company's concurrence in date of transfer. Ask Clark enquire and state by telegraph whether quite 
satisfied as to power of Company and special authority directors required to complete sale? Ifhe can, 
render special service by remaini_ng he may; but· if it is anticipated purchase arrangements concluded 
satiiifuctorily without he should return as soon as possible, still leaving appeal to be proceeded with in the
event of purchase not completed. 

P. 0. FYSH, Pmmier. 

No. 845. Premier's Office, Hobart, 9th August, 1890. 
Sm, 

I HAVE the honor to transmit herewith a communication from the Honorable the Treasurer, with 
enclosures, in regard to the arrangements for concluding the purchase of the property of the Tasmanian, 
Main Line Railway Company, to which your attention is requested. 

I have, &c. 
P. 0, FYSH. 

The ..i.gent-Generalfm· Tasmania, 
. West?"'inster Chambers, 5, Victoria-street, London, S. W. 
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.SIR, 
Trt!asury, 9th. --ittgust, 1890 . 

I HA VE the honor to request that you will forward, by the outgoing maiJ to London this day, the 
•enclosures herewith:-

1. Copy of Executive Council Minute authorising purchase of Railway. 
2. Copy of Executive Council Minute authorising appointment of .Agent-General as .Attorney for His 

Excellency the Governor. 
3. Copy of Executive Council Minute authorising issue of Inscribed Stock. 
4. Copy of Executive Qouncil Minute appointing Messrs. Braddon and Larnach agents for issue ·of 

Inscribe'd'-Stock''. · ·- · · · · ' ' ·· ;•. · · 

5: Powe,: of Attorney in favour of .Agent-General. 
6. Draft .Agreemer(t of ·purchase of Railway.· 
7. Copie.s of ~fain Line Railway Purchase .Act. 
8. Schedule of Contracts with the Main Line Company. 

In order that the Agent-General be fully informed of the intention of the Government in re<"ard to 
the pnrchase of the Main Line Railway, I shall be-glad·if you .. will inform him as follows:-

0 

1. Acting on the telegram sent to him on the 7th instant, it is assumed that he will have already 
informed· the Company of the .intention of the, Government to accept the offer of Mr. Price-Williams of 
the 22nd March last; and it is presumed that-the Company are willing to take the Inscribed Stock and to 
hand, ,over the line 'l:o the Government on the let October. · It is also hoped that, in accordance with the 
suggestion in the same telegram,·tlie Company •have furnished the .Agent-General with the·names of the 
persons in whose names the Stock issued in payment for the line is to be inscribed. . 

2. It will now be the duty of the Agent-General to settle with the Company the terms of the Ao-ree
ment for purchase. The draft .Agreement forwarded herewith is approved by the Government, antl"'may 
be executed by the .Agent-General under the Po·wer of Attorney herewith if the terms are approved by the 
Company. It is not considered absolutely necessary that 'any·Agreeinent be executed if the Company is 
prepared. to accept the,·-Main Line Railway Purchase Act as the basis of the transaction, and to tah the 
Inscribed Stock in settlement of all matters in·, dispute·: aiid in full of all demands, as the Act presc1·ib~s. 
But;. if. the .Company prefer that. there be an Agreement drawn up, the form herewith is such as the 
Government ipproves. Of course, in the preparation· and execution of the Agreement, as well as in all 
legal matters in connection with the transaction, the Agent-General will avail himself of the advice of the 
Solicitors for the Government,.Messrs. Bircham &-Co.---If.-any-departure from, or addition to, the terms of 
the draft .Agreement is desired by the Qompany, it will be desirable that the .Agent-General should com
municate with the ·Government by telegraph for .instructions regarding such alterations, unless he is advised 
by the Solicitors of the Government. that such proposed alterations·wi!l not be inconsistent with the pro
vision:and limitation of the .Act which rules the ,vhole transaction . 

• .. .. * .. 
· Relating still to the · question of_ this agreement of purchase, it is J.esirable that the Government 

Solicitors sho.nld carefully see that the Compa,ny proceeds in accordan~e/4ith their.l~gal powers in executing' 
any, agree~ent,_ so that.only. s_uch person or per~ons. a~ are duly aud10r1se~ to negotiate and .. complete sale 
are- recognised: m the :transaction. Alwa~·s rem em bermg, however,. that, so .far -as we. are · concerned, the 
inscription of the Stockinnames authorised_ to receive it is full and 'sufficient evidence. for us o( a· legal 
transaption.·: . · · · • 

-,, ,r;\.·,, 

It is also desirable that the. Solicitors for the Government should look up the Imperial Act under 
which the powers of the Company as to distribution of the proceeds of the sale of their prope1·ty are defini:id, 
in:'order; to see that. no· aftei· claims can possibly arise against the Government in regard to any claims of 
any person whatsoever ; and,-if necessary, to insert some provision in the agreement of purchase for the 
efficient protection of the Colony. Not having the Imperial Act here, our Law Officers have not been 
able to advise me on this point, and, while-it--is thought- the -Purchase .Act amply protects us, it is yet 
deemed advisable to have the matter looked· into by the· solicitoi;s in London. 

4. All the preliminaries being settled, the Agent-General may then immediately,, in conjunction with 
Mr. Larnach,;instruct.the. London .and Westminster Bank to inscribe the Stock as per authority- herewith, 
in the names of the persons which shall have been submitted to the Ag·ent-General, by some competent 
authoritv ,on behalf1of the-Company,· as the proper persons to have .their names registered in· the books of 
the banl~ as the 'holders of the· Stock. ,: · , ... · . . .. . · 

Any property of the Company w?i_ch may be in England at the time _of the completion of the purchase, 
and which, under the Act or ,!h!J, ptov1s10ns of the agreement of purchase, 1s to become the property of the 
Government, should be taken possession ofby the Agent-General on behalf of the Government. 

5. The Power of .Attorney is signed both by the Gover.nor and the three Members of the Executive 
who were present at the Executive Council meeting held this clay, and, as· it sets forth, the signature and 
seal were affixed in the presence, of the Clerk of the Council. It is considered that as it bears the Seal 
of the Colony it is not necessary to have the ordinary notarial certificate attached. 
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6. i ne;d ~~ly add that if the Ag~nt-Gen~~~l finds any lack of in~tructi~~s h~rein, or finds necessity 

from any cause for other instructions, it will be desirable for him to use the telegraph freely, so that the 
Government may be cognisant of all that he does, and that the whole business may be satisfactorily 
concluded. · 

I have, &c. 

B. STAFFORD BIRD, Treasurer •. 

Su~MITTED,- . 
.. . _THAT, in accordance with ,the provisions of "The Main Line Railway Purchase Act," 54 Vict.·No.,l~ 
a settlement be ,effected with the Main Line Railway Company by the purchase of the Railway of the said 
Company for the sum of £1,106,500. · . . . . . , ,, .·'. 

THE Governor in Council approves. 

R. G. C. H. 

E. C. NOWELL. 
9th August, 1890. 

B. STAFFORD. BIRD,;, Treasurer •. 
9th August, 1"890. 

SuB~IITTED,- . . 
, , THAT in ~ccordanc~ with the provisions of " The Main Line Railway P~rchase Act/'~ 54 Vic~.- No: 1, 
the Hon .. Edward Nicholas Coventry Braddon be appointed the Attorney of His Excellency the Governor· 
in Council for the purposes of the said Act. 

T:irE Governor in Council approves. 

R. G. C. H. 

E. C. NOWELL. 
9th .August, 1890. 

. . . .. . . . . 
B. STAFFORD. BIRD, :f'reasurer •. 

· 9th August, 1890. 

EXECU1'IVE COUNCIL MINUTE p A.PER; 
Treasury, Hobart, 9th August, 1890. 

54 Viet. No. l. 
· l:iuBMITTED that, for the purposes of "The· Main Line Railway Purchase Act, 1890," 54 Viet. No.1; 

authority be granted to issue Inscribed Stock, under " The Inscribed Stock Act," 52 Viet. No. 55, to the· 
amount of £1,106,500. 

THE Governor in qouncil approves. 
E. C. NOWELL. 
9th .August, 1890. 

R. G. U. H. 

B. STAFFORD BIRD, Treasu1·er. 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MINUTE PAPER. . . - .. · 
Treasu1·y, Hoba1·t, 9th August,' 1890. 

52 Viet. No. 55. 
SUBMITTED that, for ·the purposes of "The Inscribed Stock Act, 1889," and "'.f~e Main Line .~ail~~y 

Purchase Act,· 1890," the following appointments be made under the prov11!10ns of Section 9 :OI 
52 Viet. No. 55, to exercise such powers by the said Acts exercisable ~y the Governor. as the Gover~or 
may authorise or direct :-Edward Nicholas Coventry Braddon, Esqmre, Agent-General for Tasmama; 
Donald Larnach; Esquire, Chairman of the London Branch of the Bank of New South Wal_es. 

THE Governor in Council approves .. 
E. C. NOWELL. 
9th August, 1890. 

R. G. C. H. 

,., =-~-. 

B. STAFFORD BIRD, Treasurer •. 
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His ExcELLENCY THE GovERNOR oP TASMANIA to THE HoN. E. N. C. BRADDON. 

D1·ajt Autlw1·ity under tlie Jlfain Line Railrvay PU1·c!tase Act, 1890. 

'To ALL TO WHOM 'l'HESE PRESENTS SH-'.LL COME I SIR RoBERT GEOROE CROOKSHANK HAMILTON 
Knight Commander of the Most H·onorable Order of the Bath Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and 
ov_er the .. Colony .of Tasmania and i~s Dependencies by and with the advice of the Executive Council send 
GREETING WHEREAS by "The Main Line Railway Purchase Act 1890" (54 Viet .. No. 1) it is enacted 
that it should be la.wful for the Governor of Tasmania bv and with the advice of the Executive Council if 
he should see fit for and on behalf of the Colony of Tasi'.nania to purchase from the Tasmanian Main Line 
Railway Company Limited on or before the 30th day of June lt,91 for the sum of £1,106,500 the 
Tasmanian Main Line ~ailway as th~rein mentioned together with all rights privileges powers and 

. ~dvantages whatsoever affecting or appurtenant to the said .Railway which were vested in held enjoyed or 
j:>osseslled by or conferred on the said Company or any person claiming ·by through or under t_he same And 
that the payment for the saic). Railway should be made in Tasmanian Inscribed Stock valued at par and 
tliat such stoc!,: should be issued to such person or persons as should be duly authorised by the said Company 
to receive· the same Arid ·by the said Act I as such Governor as aforesaid am authorised for the purposes 
of the said Act and in the manner provided by the Inscribed Stock Act to issue Tasmanian Stock charged 
and secured .on the _Consolidated Revenue Fund for the sum of £1,106,500. And it is thereby further 
,enactetl that it should be lawful for the Governor from time to time to appoint any person or persons in his 
nan,e and for and on behalf of the Colony to ·exercise any of the powers vested in the Governor by the said 
Acrt and for that purpose to enter into negotiations and to sign seal execute and deliver all agreements 
contracts and other documents as might be necessary or expedient in or about the sale and purchase of the 
said Railway under the provisions of the said Act and that everything done by any such person or persons 
under such appointment should be binding upon the Colony Now KNOW YE that I the said Srn RonERT 
GEORGE CROOKSHANK HAMILTON Knight as such Governor as aforesaid by and with the ad vice of the 
-Executive Council by virtue of the power vested in me by the said in part recited Act DO HEREBY 
·appoint The Hon. EDWARD NICHOLAS CoVENTRY. BRADDON of Lon.don in England Agent-General for 
the Coln:iy of Tasmania as the person in my name and for and on behalf of the Colony of Tasmania to 
exercise any of the powers vested in me by this Act and for that purpose to sign seal execute and deliver all 
,mch agreements contracts and other documents as may be_ necessary or expedient in and about the sale and 
purchase of the said Railway under the provisions of the said Act and to give all such notices and do all 
such acts and things and generally to exercise all the powers and authorities vested in me by the said i'.Iain 
Line Railway Purchase Act 1890 as fully and effectually as I could. do if personally present. 

As wrrNESS my hand and the seal of the Colony of Tasmania at Hobart 
· in Tasmania this ninth day of August A.D. 1890. 

R. G. C. HAMILTON. 
P. 0. FYSH, } 
B. S. BIJtD, Ministers. 
A. T. FILLINGER, 

(L.S.) 

:Signed and sealed in the presence of-

R C. NOWELL, Cledl Executive Council. 

His EXCELLENCY THE Govmrnon or, TASMANIA with THE TAs~I.\NIAN MAIN LINE RAILWAY 
Co11PANY Lnn TED. 

Copy Dl'ajt Agreer,umt fur the purch.ase of the Tasmanian ilfahi Line Railway. 

MEMORANDu;.1 OF AGRF.EJ>,IENT made and entered into this day of 1890 
BETWEEN Rrs ExcELLENCY Srn RonERT GEORGE CnooKSHANic HAllIILTON Knight Commander of 
the Most Honorable Order ef the Bath Govemor of Tasmania by and with the advice and consent of His 
Executive Council for and on· behalf of tlrn Government of 'fasmania of the one part_ ·and Tim 
TASMANIAN MAIN LINE RAILWAY COMPANY LIMITED of the other part WHERE.AS certain disputes 
and differences have from time to time arisen between the Government of Tasmania and the Tasmanian 
_-Main Line Railway Company Limited (hereafter called "the· said Company") which disputes and differences 
still remai_n unsettled ap.d unsatisfied and an Appeal to Her Majesty's Privy Council against the decision of 
the Supreme Court of Tasmania in respect to certain of the said differences and disputes is now pending 
AND WHEREAS by an Act of the Parliament of Tasmania 54 Viet. No. 1 the short title whereof i~ "The 
Main Line Railway Purchase Act, 1890" it is enacted amongst other things that it should be lawful for 
the Governor by and with the advice of the Executive Council if he should see fit for and on behalf of the 
Colony of Tasmania to purchase on or before the 30th day of June 1891 for the sum of £1,106,500 the 
Tasmanian Main Line Railway so far as the same has been constructed by the said Company from Hobart 
to Launceston including the permanent way thereof together '\\'ith all works buildings stations and erections 
erected or built on or connected with the said Railway and all land upon which the same are respectively 
constructed erected or built and all lands used in connection therewith and all lands vested in or belon~ng 
to the Company and all interests of the Company in any leaiehold lands in Tasmania and all plant 
locomotives tenders carriages trucks rolling stock steam engines machinery or any parts of the same all 
furniture tools implements and appliances of every kind whatsoever and all stores and railway material and 
all assets of the Company including any balance to the credit of the working and maintenance account 
belonging to the Company on the date on which any agreement for the purchase of the said Railway 
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· should be made under the authority of the said Act together with the proceeds of any sale of any of the 
·,articles before mentioned between the 22nd day of March 181:J0 and the date on which such agreement 
should be made and together with all rights privileges powers and advantages whatsoever affecting or 

,·appurtenant to the said Railway which were vested in held enjoyed or possessed by or conferred on the 
,:said Company or any person claiming by through or under the same all which matters and things shall 
save and except where the context is repugnant thereto be included in the expression "the said Railway" 
hereinafter used And it was further enacted that the purchase by the Governor of·the said Railway 
should be a finaland complete set.tlement of all matters in dispute between the Colony of Tasmania and 
the said Company And further that if the said Railway should be purchased by the Governor under the 
power thereinbefore conferred upon him it should be lawful for the Governor if he should see fit to make 
such a settlement with the Company as he might deem expedient in regard to any contracts entered into by 

· the Company in connection with the maintenance construction and working of the said Railway And 
further that no sum of money should be payable or paid by the Governor to any officer or servant of the 
Company by way of compensation for any loss of office or employment suffered by such officer or servant 
by reason of the purchase of such Railway And it was further enacted that the payment for the purchase 

· of the said Railway should be made in Tasmanian Insc·ribed Stock valued at par and that such Stock 
shoulq be issued to such person or persons as should be duly authorised by the said Company to receive the 
same and that the inscription of such S.tock in the Register kept in London by the Bank which should be 
authorised to inscribe such Stock should be conclusive evidence of the completion of the purchase of the 

-said Railway and of the payment of the purchase price thereof by the Governor and should also be 
-'conclusive evidence that all matters in dispute between. the Colony and the Company had been finally 
·settled and that all claims and demands on the part of the Cou1pany against the Colony and on the part of 
the Colony against the Company had been duly paid and satisfied Now THESE PRESENTS WITNESS that 
in consideration of the premises His Excellency Sm RoBERT GEORGE CROOKSHANK HAMILTON 
by and with the advice and consent of his Executive Council and for and on behalf of the Colony 
of Tasmania and the said Company hereby mutuall_v agree the one ·with the other to abide by fulfil perform 
and Jrnep all and every the several agreements conditions clauses matters and things hereinafter containell 
that 1s to say-
. 1. The Governor shall on the 1st day of October 1890 cause to be inscribed in the Register Book kept 
'in London of the London and Westminster Bank Limited Tasmanian Stock charged and secured on the 
Consolidated Revenue Fund of Tasmania to the amount of £1,106,500 redeemable· not later than the 
'first day of July 1940 and bearing interest at the rate of £3 10s. per cent. per annum to be paid in 
·manner following that is to say Interest from the 1st October 1890 to the 1st January 1891 to be paid on 
the last mentioned day and theJ"eafter such interest to be paid half yearly on the 1st day of July and the 
1st day of January in every year. · 

2. The said Company shall immediately upon the request of the Governor or of some person 
.authorised by him appoint some person or persons to receive the said Stock so inscribed for and on behalf of 
the said Company and such Stock shall be issued to such person or persons on the said 1st day of October 
~890 accordingly. · 
· 3. Upon the inscription of such Stock as aforesaid the said Railway shall become the property of the 
Government of the Colony of Tasmania and shall immediately and without any transfer or connecting 
title other than the said-Act be transferred to and become vested in and be held enjoyed possessed used and 
exercised by Her Majes.ty the Queen (freed and discharged from all claims and demands by or on the 
part of the shareholders in the said Company or any other persons whomsoever) in all respects in the same 
manner as the said Company or such person or persons could have held possessed enjoyed used and 
exercised the same as if the said Act had not been passed and these pl'esents had not been executed and the 
General Manager of the said Company at Hobart shall thereupon deliver to the Governor or such person 

-or persons as he may appoint to receive the same the full and entire possession and control of the said 
Railway and of all books of account bank-books deeds plans documents and writings of every kind 
whatsoever in any way relating to the said Railway or to any matter or thing in any way relating thereto· 
-or connected therewith. . 

4. The insci·iption of Stock as aforesaid shall he ·conclusive evidence of the completion of th::i purchase 
-of the said Railway and of the payment of the purchase money therelor. 

5. Upon the completion of the pul'chase of the said Railway in manner aforesaid the Governor shall 
not be bound to continue any then existing contracts between the said Company and any person or persons 

-or any other Company nor shall he be liable on behalf of the Colony of Tasmania for damages in respect 
of any breach non-performance or discontimmnce of any such Contract and the said Company shall indemnify 
.and hold harmless the Governor and the said Colony from and against any claims hy any person or 
Company for or in respect of any such contracts but the Governor may if he shall see fit make such settle-
ment or arrangement with the said Company as he m'ly deem expedient in regard to the carrying on 
'rescinding or discontinuing of any such contract in connection with the maintenance constrnction and 
working of the said Railway which may he existin'g at the time of the completion of the said purchase. 
• 6. The Governor shall not be bound to continue the employment of any officer or servant of the 
Company nor shall he be answerable or accountable in any manner to any officer or servant for comµensation 
for any loss of office· or employment by reason of the purchase of the said Railway but the said Company 
.shall pay satisfy and discharge all such claims and indemnify the Governor therefrom. 

7. Immedi-ately upon the inscription of the said Stock in manner hereinbefore mentioned all matters in 
dispute betwe_en the said Colo~1y and the said Company shall be considered to be and shall be finally settled 

.and adjusted as folly and effectually to all intents and purposes as if the parties hereto had executed mutual 
releases the one to the other and th~ claims and demands of the one against the other of them had been 

-fully paid and satisfied U;nd thereupon the Appeal to Her Majesty's Privy Council now pending _shall be 
abandoned by the Appellant and each party shall pay their own costs of such Appeal Provided that 
nothing in this Agreement shall affect or prevent the settlement of the usual current accounts of maintenance 
and working of the Railway during the Four months immediately preceding the date of the purchase of the 
,said Railway. 
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8 .. The Governor shall not be personally liable in. re$pect of any act matter or thing done or omitted: 

to be done by him or any person or persons authorised ·by him under these present,; or under the said Act. 
. 9. The Company .shall be in every respect bound by the terms and conditions relating to the purchase 
of the s.aid Railway, a'? the same are particularly specified in the said Act of Parliament hereinbefore 
mentioned and in.part recited. 

As witness, &c. 

[The Main Line Railway Purchase Act, 1890-54 Viet. No. l.] 

TASMANIAN MAIN LINE RAILWAY. 

SCHEDULE OF EXISTING CONTRACTS ON i-irn lsT DAY OF AUGUST, 1890. 

'l'~e foll~~ing list was furnished to the .Gov~rnment by Mr. Grant, Manager of. the Main Line Rail
way, and was read last night by the Premier in the Legislative Cou11cil. .. Mr. Grant has shown great 
thoughtfulness and. promptitude in volunteering the information. The items merely set forth the nature and 
extent of the Contracts which it will be reasonable for the Government to take over as existing at the time 
the line is bought. Of. course, the schedule does· not profess to embrace everything of the nature referred 
to, but it has been compiled to the best of Mr. Grant's knowledge:-

i. Government of Tasmania.~Agreement for conveyance of mails between Hobart and Launceston, 
&c., £3300 per annum, payable monthly. · Agreement expires 31st December, 1890. 

2. Government of Tasmania.-Expired agreement for right-of-way for and maintenance of a line of 
wire from Hobart to Launceston, at £100 per annum, payable quarterly. 

3. Government of Tasmania.-Statutory agreement, under the Act 48 Viet. No. 52, providing a sub
sidy of £500 per annum on account of Customs duties the Company- were previously exempted from during 
unexpired _term of contract. , Payable quarterly. ' .. 

4. Government of Tasmania.-Temporary agreement for passes for Members of Parliament and three 
Judges, 57 at £4 7 s. 6_d. each per quarter. Distinguished visitors, £3 3s. each for visit. 

· · 5. Henry Priest and James Wood, Hobart.-Yearly rental of Station Yard for cabs, &c., Hobart at, 
£150 per annum, payable quarterly. Agreement expires 29th March, 1891. 

6. Winn.and Rowbottom, Launceston.-Yearly rental of Launceston Station Yard for cabs, &c., £150· 
per annum, payable monthly. Agreement expires ]st September, 1892 . 

. 7. David West, Hobart.-Yearly rental of refreshment bar and room at Hobart Station, ',£135 per 
annum, p~yable quarterly. Agreement expires llth Februa1·y, 1891. · 

8. }'awns and Abbott, Launceston.-Yearly rental of refreshment room at Launceston Station, at 
£120 per annum, viz., £25, llth March; £25, llth June; £35, llth September; and £35 on the 
11th December. Agreement expires on the llth March, 1891.. . . 

9. Michael Kean, Campbell Town.-Yearly rental of refreshment room at the Campbell 'l'own Station, 
at £26 per annum, payable quarterly. 

10. J. 'l'. Cooley, Bridgewater Junction.-Rent of site for refreshment room at Bridgewater Junction 
Station, at £8 per annum, payable quarterly. The building to remain the property of the lessee, who has 
the right to remove it. 

ll. J. H. Kearney, Brighton Junction.-Yearly rental of site for refreshment room at Brio-hton 
Junction Station, at £8 per annum, payable quarterly. Building to remain property of lessee, with 

0
right 

of removal. 
12. John White, Campania.-Yearly rental of site for refreshment room at Campania Station, at £6· 

per annum, payable quarterly. Building to remain property of lessee, with right of remoyal. 
13. J. Bradshaw, J erusalem.-Yearly rental of site for refreshment bar at Jerusalem Station, at £2 12s. 

per _annum, payable half-yearly. The building to remain the property of the lessee, with right of removal on 
exp1rat10n of tenancy. · 

14. R. .Elliott, Rhyndaston.-Privilege of entrance on to Rhyndaston Station platform from his 
licenRed house, at £2 per annum. · 

15. Parattah Hotel Company, Parattah.-Contract to stop passenger trains at Parattah ,Junction 
Station for 25 minutes for refreshments, during a period of 15 years, which was Jinally settled on the 22nd 
August, 1889. 

16. John Edwards, Ross.-Yearly rental of sites for refreshment bars at the Ross Station, at £12 per 
annum, payable quarterly. The building.to remain the property of the lessee, with right of removal. 

17. James Brittain, Conara Junction.-Ground rent ofland at Conara Junction Station for an hotel,. 
at £15 per annum, payable half-yearly. Agreement expires on the 31st December, 1893, when property 
all passes to the Railway Company unconditionally. . 

18. H. Flood, Epping Forest.-Ground rent of land for hotel at Epping Forest Station, £10 per annum, 
payable half-yearly. Agreement expires on the 31st December, 189:3, when property passes unconditionally 
to the Railway Company. Yearly rental of land for garden purposes at 10,. per annum, from 1st January 
each year. 

19. John .. Walter Palmer, as Trustee.-Conveyance of land at South Bridgewater, on which station 
buildings and station yards are situated, subject to covenant that the company will not build, or permit to· 
be built, an hotel on the said land, or allow the sale of refreshments thereon by any other than the occupier 
of the Yorh ~Hotel, situate opposite to the South Bi·idgewater station. 

· 20. H. E. Wright, Park-street, Hobart-Yearly rental of site for lime shed in station yard of Hobart 
atation, of £1 per annum, from 1st September of each year. Building the property of lessee, with right of 
.removal. 
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21. Rev. J. Russell, Evandale.-Yearly rental of land formerly part of station yard at Evandale 
·.station, at 5s. per annum, from 4th December eac:h year. 

22. J. G. S. Fawns, Launceston.-Yearly rental of site of oiutomatic weighing n1achine at Hobart 
Station Platform, at £1 per annum, from 1st December each year. 

23. R. Elliott, Rhyndaston.-Three years' lease of part of station yard west of line, in consideration 
• •Of his clearing and cultivating it, terminable 30th June, 1892. 

24. J. West, Rosetta Crossing, Glenorchy.-Yearly rental of orchard at Glenorchy, at £4 per annum, 
payable 1st May and 1st November. 

25. -T; Hogan, Conara Junction.-Yearly rental of small enclosure south end 'of Conara Junction 
Station, at £1 per annum, from 1st March each year. · 

26. Australian Mutual Provident Society, Hobart.-Right of·exhibition of advertisements at the 
Hobart and Launceston Stations, at £15 per annum, from 1st August each year. 

27. W. M. Williams, Hobart.-Yearlv exhibition of advertisement board at Risdon Road Station, at 
£1 per annum, from 1st January each yea;. 

28. Dempster and Pearce, Launceston.-Yearly exhibition of advertisements at Launceston Station, at 
.£4 per annum, from ] st J annary each ·year. 

29. T. A. Wise, Hobart.-Right of parcels' delivery from Hobart Station, £6 per annum, from 29th 
March each year. · 

30. E. S. Beaufoy, Launceston.-Right of parcels' delivery from the .Launceston Station, £5 per 
annum, from the 28th April each year. 

31. D. H. Hughes, South Bridgewater.-Yearly licence fee to cross and recross railway between his 
house and jetty, at £1 per annum, from the 1st March each year. . 

A. Cecil James Youl.- Agreement for use of 10 acres of land in Epping Forest, for cutting of 
timber and quarrying of ballast, for 30 ,vears from the 31st January, 1888, in consideration of £40 
then paid. , · 

B. David Caston, Rhyndaston.-Company tu pay £5 per annum from the 1st May each year, for 
right to lay water pipes over his land from tanks to creek. Agreement expires 30th April, 1894. 

C. .Corporation of Launceston.-'--Agreement for use of Esplanade, made under the authority of the 
Act of Parliament 44 Viet. No. 8. 

D. Thomas Cook and.Sons.-Agreement for issue of through tourist ticke_ts over the Main Line 
Railway from the continent of Australia and all foreign countries, receiving 10 per cent. commission on 
tickets sold, such agreement terminable at any time at three months' notice by either party. 

INSURANCES ON STATION BUILDINGS. 

The Tasmanian Fire Insurance Company-
To the 15th December, 1890 ............................................... . 
To the 13th November, l 890 ............................................... . 

The Liverpool, London, and Globe Insurance Company--
To the 2nd October, 1890 ................... · ......... , ........................ . 
To the 29th :.N overn her, 1890 ......................... : ...... , ............... . 

The Royal Insurance Company-
To the 3rd October, 1890 ...................................................... . 

NEW PLANT. 

£ 
7880 

490 

10,601 
770 

3050 

Dubs and Co., Glasgow.-Contract to supply a heavy freight engine, similar to three others recently 
•-supplied, and delivered f.o.b. in London for £2375, in January next. Set of duplicates for above engine, 
as usually supplied, at the reduced price of £375, delivered in Glasgow. . 

The Hunslet Engine Company.-Six side buffers for express locomotives, at price of £21, delivered 
.in Leeds. ' . . , 
· Henry Pooley and Son.-N ew waggon weigh-bridge to replace that now useless in Hobart yard, 
contract price about £94 10s., delivered in Liverpool. 

Various Manufacturers.-Some indents of small amount for engine duplicates, carriage trimmings, 
.and stores remain unexecuted and unadvised, but the total value is insignificant. 

C. H. GRANT. 
Hobart, 31st July, 1890. 

TELEG],lAM. 

The Agent-General to tlte Premier. 
London, l4t!t August, 1890. 

(Translation.) 
IN due course shareholders next meeting fixed for 26th July for approval of sale. Clark wi 11 remain 

pending decision. Apply for leave of absence for Clark. 

TELEGRAM. 

I HAVE telegraphic advice that meeting of Main Line Company 1s called for 26th (twenty-sixth) 
.August, to confirm sale and delivery to Government as agreed. 

Hon. P. 0. FvsH, Govt. Buildings. C. H. GRANT. 
WILLIAM THOMAS STII.UTT, 

UOVEII.NMENT PRINTER, T.ASMAl'UA., 
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( Continuation of Paper .No. 71 ef 1890.) 

TELEGRAllI. 
The Agent-General to the Premier. 

(Translation.) 
SHAREHOLDERS yesterday accepted terms of-sale. 

TELEGRAM:. 
The Agent-General to the Premie1·. 

(1'ranslation.) 

London, 27th August, 1890. 

London, 12th September, 1890. 

INFORMATION required by telegraph as to proper authority purchase come immediately to me, so 
that notice may be given to shareholders payment of interest Railway Company bonds cease 1st October. 
Also Railway accounts to be closed 30th September, Government retaining small portion pending settle
ment. 

TELEGRAJII. 
Hon. A. I. CLARK to the Premier. 

(Translation.) 
.London, 16th September, 1890. 

AGREEMENT will be signed immediately if you cable message. Government accept Company's .con
tracts in the Colony. Disposition of Chairman postpone transfer until 1st January. Avoid if possible. 

'l'ELEGRA:.VI. 
The P1·eini_er io the .Agent-General. 

. (Translation.) 
GovERNMENT willing ~o accept Company's contracts in the Colony. 

The Agent-General to the Premiei·. 

(Tramlation.) 

CLARK. 

Hobm·t, l ?th September, 1890. 

Cannot consent to postpone. 

London, 18th September, 1890. 

RAILWAY Company confirming memorandum. Sum of money in England not included in purchase· 
as assets of Railway Company, and that guaranteed interest will be paid 1st October, with deduction to 
cover expenditure of adjustment; also that contracts in England, two thousand and six hundred pounds 
sterling (£2600) will be taken over. On receipt of affirmative answer by cable agreement will be signed. 

CLARK. 

The Premier to the Agent-General. 
Hobm:t, 19th September, 1890. 

(Translation.) . 
WHAT is amount of sum of money in England? From what source derived? 

TELEGRAJ\f. 
The Agent-General to the P1·emier. 

London, 22nd September, 1890. 
(Translation.) 

IN answer to your telegram of 19th September, fourteen thousand pounds sterling (£14,000), balance 
in hand verdict money less extent of liability to debenture holders. Railway Company expect that we pay 
charges, inscription, including seven thousand pounds sterling (£7000) stamp duty as with loan stock. 
Telegraph at once. 
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T!te P1·~1nier to tlte Agent- General. 

(Translation.) 
I-Iobart, 231·d Septernber, 1890. 

GOVERNMENT agree fourteen thousand pounds sterling not included in assets. Quarterly instalment 
guaranteed interest will be paid as soon as accounts have been adjusted. Contracts in England two 
thousand and six hundred pounds _sterling accepted also cost inscription and stamp duty. Agreement 
may be signed at once. 

WILLIAM 'fH0MAS STRU1T, 

~0VERlOlENT l'Rl~TER, TASMA~IA. 


