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I. 
SCHEME SUBMITTED BY THE GOVERNMENT. 

Survey Office, 4th July, 1~64. 
S1R, . 

I HAVE the honor of presenting you a paper giving, in a tabular form, the necessary details in 
relation to the advantages and cost of constructing certain important thoroughfares in the, chief 
agricultural districts of Tasmania, which you have from time to time directed this Department to lay 
out, with the views of increasing the value of the general estate of the Colony, and of improving its 
trade,-effects which must be produced by extending our inland communication after the manner 
proposed. . 

The cost of these works is estimated at about £66,000 ; but, as there is generally a difference 
between estimates and contractors' prices, I should take leave to suggest to you the propriety of your 
asking Parliament for a vote of £80,000 for them, the more particularly as one or. two of our 
Surveys are not yet finished. The above-named sum, if grante~, would only be expended in case 
of such co.ntingency as that referred to arising to produce embarrassment. 

That other works not provided for in the Estimate will ere long be wanted, I believe; such, for 
example, as the improvement of existing roads through Devon, Buckingham, &c., whose present 
condition I believe to be roost injurious to the Colony, by reason of their being trafficable only at 
extraordinary• cost, and consequent, loss to the pro<lucer.'"' Such roads as those along which the 
produce of Devon has now to be conveyed, I should think, are scarcely to be equalled in the world 
for the depth of mud on them. I would beg to suggest that the question of the propriety of improving 
them be submitted to Parliament ; and if the sentiment of that body be favourable, that a grant of 
£20,000 qe asked for either to widen them to a chain, that the traffic be not confined as at present 
to a narrow line of about 10 feet, or to log them. 

These w·orks, which we have devised together, I sincerely believe are destined, if completed, to 
produce beneficial and lasting effects on the fortunes of the Colony equally with the Districts they 
are intended for. Their· first effects will be to clear away a most formidable obstacle to successful 
colonisation which the want of fair roads ever produces, proving, as that want· invariably does, 
obstructive of progression, and repulsive of such immigration as we require to fill up the immense 
vacancies still existing amongst the best lands of the Colony, which I humbly apprehend it is the 
duty of all to try to bring about. t The second will be to extend agriculture by diminishing the cost 
of the inland transport of farm produce,-to increase our exports,-and to furnish new local markets for 
Hobart Town, Launceston, and other centres of trade and population. · 

The Hon. the Colonial Treasurer. 

I remain, 
Sir, 

Your very obedient Seryant, 

J. E. CALDER. 

• When I was lately through Devon, I · found that the carriage of potatoes conveyed only a few miles to the Coast cost 
20s. a ton, where they were sold for 40s. only. 

t I have heard of several persons of other Colonies visiting our agricultural Districts with the intention of settling in them, 
hut who have gone away from the Colony repelled by the horrible roads by which the very best of our lands 'are approached. 



Name of Road, Length in 
Miles, ~c. 

ESTIMATE of the Cost and Advantages of malting 

RemarltS descriptive of Construction. Estimate of Cost. 

------------1---~---1----------------------------,--------
1 LAUNCESTON AND RINGA- About 39! m. 

ROOMA. 

z. BRIDPORT AND SCOTT'S 13i ~iles. 
NEW COUNTRY. 

3. SCOTT'S NEW COUNTRY to About 5 miles. 
join Ringarooma Line. 

4. BRIDPORT AND SCOTT'S P~rhaps . 14 
NEW COUNTRY ROAD, to miles. 
be continued to the Ringarooma. 

5. GREEN'S CREEK 
SORELL) AND 
TAMAR ROAD. 

(PORT 
WEST 

6. ULVERSTONE, running south- Say 20 miles. 
· erly. 

7. DIRECT HUON ROAD FROM: 10 miles and 
HOBAR'l' TOWN TO LESLIE, 35 chains. 
i.e., where it crosses the North 
,rest Bay River. 

8. NORTH WEST· BAY AND About 16 mil~s­
SANDFLY BASIN ROAD. 

9. SOUTHPORT AND. PORT 23 miles. 
ESPERANCE TRAMROADS, 
AND TRAM:ROAD FROM 
DOVER TO WALPOLE. 

10, 6 miles, 

11. -
12. -

To be cleared of scrub and timber one chain wide ; road to be formed 
along this clearing 15 feet wide, with drains and culverts, and to be 
coated with 6 inches· of rubble 10 feet wide along centre all through. 
Estimated cost of whole work .£10,036 + .£1003 13s. (10 per cent. 
allowance.) 

First 9l% miles ( from Bridport to Scott's New Country) to be cleared one chain 
wide; road to be formed along thib clearing 15 feet wide, with drains 
and culverts, and gravelled 10 feet wide in centre all through; a few 

. marshy places to be logged. Estimated cost £1 704. The next 4 
;niles and 20 chains (through Scott's New Country, as far as settled) to 
be'cleared one chain wide, and a corduroy road of 12 feet to be laid 
along this clearing; drains and necessary culverts to be provided; all 
at an estimated cost of £1291. The total cost of the road should there-
fore be £1704 + £1291 + £299 5s. (10 per cent. allowance.) , 

To be cleared and formed like the· second portion of the last line. 
( Note.-This line is in course of survey, and the Report and Estimates 
of the Surveyor have not yet been received. But as the tract of country ; 
is pretty similar to the second part of the last line, I 110.ve used the : 
estimates of that portion for this, altering them only to suit the differ­
ence of distance. ) 

To be cleared and formed in the same manner as Road I. Note.-This , 
Road is in course of survey, and the Report and Estimates of the 
Surveyo1· have not yet been received. The tract of country it ·passes 
over, viz.,-the "Billy-cock·Tier," being of a difficult nature, I have 
taken the estimated cost of the construction of the worst part of No. 1 
line as the basis of the calculation of the cost.of this one, namely, £200 
a mile, with 20 per cent. allowance additional, that is £2800 + £560. 

To be cleared 1/i feet wide, &c. .Note.-The· Surveyor reports that the 
work to be done on this road to make it travellable is inconsiderable ; 
and he gives estimates of those parts requiring clearing and forming as 
follows :-£120 14s. + .£85 + £80 2s. which, with 20 per cont. allow- ' 
ance added, will reach £342 19s. 

Laying down a single Line of Tramroad (including a main of about 9 
miles and two branches of about 11 more in all), the probable cost 
being ,£400 a mile, with £1000 added for fencing and compensation . 
.£8!)00 + £1000. 

Widening existing road to 15 feet. Metalling it a width of 10 feet through­
out with closely packed rubble 6 inches thick, coated with 6 inches of 
finely broken stone. • 

Laying down a single line ofTramroad from No1•th West Bay to the Sand­
fly Basin, 8 miles, and 2 branches of 4 miles each, with Jetty at Ship­
ping-place,-say about .£700 a mile. 

' 

·Laying down three single lines of Tramroads of respectively IO, 10, and 3 
miles, according to very elaborate Surveys effected by Messrs. Tully, 
Hall, and Innes in 1862. Estimated to cost about £594 a mile. (I 
adopt these figures from M:r. Tully's printed Report, but I think the1·0 
is either a printer's or a clerical error in them, as the distances are 
about 20 miles in all, or 8½ + 8½ + 3.) 

I 

Of wooden Tramway, Cam River, estimated by the Promoters at .£200 
per mile; half to be contributed by the Government (£600.) 

Road from Cambridge to the Bluff, Sorell Causeway. 

Bridges over the Leven and Fortlt. 

£ . 8. 

11,040 1 

3294 5 

1600. 0 

3360 0 

342 19 

9000 0 

8101 16 

ll,200 0 

' 

13,662 0 

1200 0 

2000 0 

2650 0 

<l. 
0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 



certain New Roads, and· of improving existing ones. 

Nature of Estimate. Authority. 

Furnished by Sur- Mr, G. Babbington, 
veyor. Town Surveyor 

of Launceston. 

Furnished by Sur- Mr, G. Babbing-.1 
veyor, ton. 

. . 

I 

Advantages that the Colony will derive from the Construction of these Public Works. 

This Road, conjunctively with Road 4. will give access to about 20,000 acres of first class Crown Lands, 
and to about 30,000 acres of mi;dium quality, which may be valued at 20s. per acre altogether ; and 
these are now almost literally unoccupied for want of Roads. Of these areas I think we may fairly 
calculate on the sale of 2000 or 3000 acres per year, which will repay the outlay that it is designed to 
expend on them, over and over. It seems to ·me that this expenditure will prove a certain means of 
settling and retaining in the Colony many families, by whose labours the agricultmal and general trade 
of the north, and therefore of the Colony, must be largely benefited. Of the lands in the basin of the 
Ringarooma, Scott's New Country, and elsewhere in Dorset, all who have visited· them· describe them 
as being ad111irably' suited for settlement. Messieurs Tully, Allport, Gould, Scott, Hall, unite in this 
opinion. Mr. Babbington, Town Surveyor of Launceston, the latest writer on these fine lands, (which 
he has recently traversed), thus speaks of them :-" I cannot conclude without bearing my humble 
testimony to the great extent and richness of the soil of the country this Road is destined to open up. 
Having, in my professional capacity, travelled extensively in New Zealand, New South Wales, and 
-Victoria, I can safely £ay I .have never met with· land so promising to the' farmer as _that'· of Scott's New 
Co_untry and Ringaroom3:.- _It evidently only requires a good outlet to be as flourishing and prosperous 
a District as tliere is in the Island." · (Report, 23 June, 1864.) 

Approximate. 

f: 

These Roads would do more toward improving the agricultural and general trade'of the, North and of the 
Colony than toward promoting further settlement; nevertheless, they will make about 8000 acres* of 
goC!d Crown Land suitable for occupation that are now uninhabitable, or nearly so, for want of. 
travellable tho'rouglifares. 

Approximate. 

Furnished by Sur- Mr. R. Hall: 
veyor. 

Approximate. 

Furnished by Sur- Mr. Bastow. 
veyor. 

Approximate. 

Furnished by Sur- Mr. Tully. 
veyor. 

I 
) 

The advantages to be expected from this Road, which is to be considered with Line 1;, are described above. 

This line passes through six or eight thousand acres of good Crown Land; surrounded by much that is 
inferior, 

:These lines are ·designed as the means of approach to a tract selected as' an agi'icultm·al area under the 56th 
and following Clauses of" The Waste Lands Act, 1863." It is impossible to say what amount of good 
Crown Land may not be opened up in this part of Devon by Tramroads, which I 1;ecommend for this 
quarter as there is generally no ,tone hereabouts for making ordinary Roads· with. But this extent of 
good land is very considerable, and ,vhen opened must have a most beneficial effect on the agricultural 
and general prosperity of Devon;. The soil of the "area" is generally of the best description; namely, 
a bright chocolate loam of great thickness, mixed, however, with large patches of cold clayey myrtle 
land. The line, if extended a very few miles southerly, will beneficially affect from 50,000 to 100,000 
acres· of good and medium soils, capable of supporting·a very large ·population. 

This road will do more to improve the timber, agricultural, and general trade of the Colony than to 
· extend laud occupation, though I believe it will not be without good effects even in this way. More­

over, I respectfully subm_it, that it is high time. w_e commenced extending' the Main Line of Road 
southerlyt, which was virtually done in the north, by connecting'it with Deloraine, about 20 years ago, 
(and which, I' humbly think, might 6e carried all·through Devon with great advantage to the Colony.) 
The effect of the construction of 30 much of the direct H uon Road as lies between this City and Leslie, 
(where it crosses N. W. Bay River), would be to benefit largely·the general ·trade of Hobart Town. I 
see no reason to doubt that the cost of the work ( about £8000) being repaid us, and more, by the sale 
of contiguous lands effected during the next ten years; and whenever we finish this road to _Franklin 
it cannot fail having a beneficial influence on large areas ofland, (10,000 or 12,000 acres),"whereon the 
District Surveyor 1·eports very favourably. A branch road should be made from this line to Port 
Cygnet, whenever it is decided to continue it to Franklin. It must, ultimately, reach Southport. 

This Tramroad is designed to connect about 15,000 acres of useful lands ( chosen as an "Agricultural Area" 
under the 56th and following Clauses of The Waste Lands Act, 1863), with the capacious harbour of 
North West Bay, This tract is·situated· about the head of the Sandfly Rive1·, and is covered with a 
forest, which one of the oldest and best judges of timber in the Colonyt has pronounced to be of very 
extraordinary excellence and commercial value; and the District Surveyor rates its worth at a quarter 
of a million of money. It is about eight miles from the shipping_place, and ·that it might be turned to 
the best advantage to the community, it has been thought advisable to· approach it by means of a 
Tramroad. Of the area above described about 10,000 acres are of rich soil, and cap'.lble, I believe, of 
supporting 150 families. The Revenue likely to be derived from the land, and the lease of the lines, 
will pay a fair interest for the money expended on them, and the principal also in ten years, besides 
repairs, while their bene:ficial influence on the timber and agricultural trade of Tasmania will never be 
called into questi-On by any one capable of forming a rational opinion. The country the lines will pass 
through is a difficult one. 

These roads will pass through a large extent of good Crown Lands, abounding with untouched forests of 
very superior timber, lying-within a couple of miles of the shores of-one of the finest p61•ts' on· the 
So.nth Coast,-narnely, Port· Esperai:ice. Much of the country they traverse is most _excellent, as I 
can avouch; Mr. Tully estimates the quantity of good forest land hereabouts 'at 16,000 acres which 
will be made saleable by these lines, thereby providing ,ample funds ·for the extinction of the liabilities 
that their formation will create. But the · chief benefit the Colony will derive from them, I believe, 
will sh'ow itself in the good effects· they will produce on· the Timber trade- of the South, tl1e· verf reputa­
tion of which, I understand, is suffering from difficulties connected with the conveyance of the manu­
factured wood to the shipping places which necessitates the production of a light and inferior a1·ticle 
that may be transported without excessive difficulty to the shore. The tract between Port Esperance 
and. Southport is well suited for an Agricultural Area. 

• Mr. Scott says 8000 or 10,000 in his Telegram of 4th February, 1864, 
t With me this is no new idea, as will be learned from the following extracts from my Report of 2nd December, 1856: 

"There will, I hope, be no impropriet)' in suggesting that the time has arrived for ceasing to consider Hobart Town as one of 
the terminal points of the Main Line of R,oad, or in saying, (looking at the wealth the Colony derives from the Southern 
Districts), that it should be extended through them," * * ~- * "Extensive tracts are yet to be explored and 
occupied that lie far beyond the great river that drains so much of our southern lands, abounding in forests of trees un---------"""'--------1 equalled in magnitude, and perhaps in value, in the world, whose ultimate good, effects on the fortunes of the Colony need 
not be dwelt on. The value of such countries cannot be exaggerated, and I would, therefore, seriously, but most respectfully, 
urge on the Government the propriety of devoting every energy to turning them to account.'' 

· + Mr. C. Degraves. 
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II. 

REPORT OF SELECT COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY. 

REPORT of the SELECT COMMITTEE appointed on, the 28th Ju/y, 1864, to enquire 
into and report upon the following Resolution on the Scheme of _REPRODUCTIVE 

WoRKS:-

THAT, because it is essential to promote the occupation of large areas of valuable Land 
-w:hich are at present inaccessible to traffic, and consequently unoccupied, for want of Roads 
into them: · 

And whereas by the formation of such Roads and other works as would render _these 
lands available for the settlement of an agricultural and industrious popula~ion, thus opening 
new fields for enterprise witqin the Colony, Immigration would be encouraged and Emigration 
arrested: 

And also, that by. the improvement of such lands our exports would be- materially 
increased, ;1nd the consumption of dutiable goods proportionately augmented: 

It is the opinion of this House that the works indicated in Paper N ~-- 33, laid upon the 
Table on the 12th July, should be carried into effect; viz.-

J st. Launceston and Ringarooma, about 39½ miles, at a cost of £11,040 Is. 
2nd. Bridport and Scott's New Country, 13~ miles, at a cost of £3294 5s. 
3rd. Scott's New Country, to join Ringarooma Line, about 5 miles, at a cost of £ 1600. 
4th. Bridport and Scott's New Country R(!ad, perhaps 14 miles, at a cost of £3360. 
5th. Green's Creek (Port Sorell) and West Tamar Road, at a cost of £342 ]9s. 
6th.' Ulverstone, running southerly, say 20 miles, at a cost of £9000. 
7th. Direct Huon Road from Hobart Town to Leslie, 10 miles· and 35 chains, at a cost 

of £8101 16s. · 
8th. North West Bay and Sand Fly Basin Road, about 16 miles, at a cost of £11,200. 
9th. Southport and Port Esperance Tramroads, &c., 23 miles, at a cost of £13,662. 

10th. Tramway, Cam River, 6 miles, moiety of cost £600. 
II th. Road from Cam bridge to the Bluff, at a cost of £2000. 
12th. Bridge over Leven and Forth, £2650. 

MEMBERS. 
THE COLONIAL TREASURER. 
Mn. BALFE. 

Mn. DoDERY. 
Mn. LEWIS. 

Mn. LETTE. 
Mn. PERKINS. 

lib. DAVIES. ( Mover.) 

DAYS OF MEETING. 

No. 1. Friday, 29th July, 1864. Present-Mr. Lette, Mr. Perkins, Mr. Dodery, Mr. Davies, Mr. Balfe, Mr. Lewis, 
and Mr. Meredith. 

No. 2. Tuesday, 2nd August, 1864 •. Present-Mr. Davies, Mr. Balfe, Mr. Lette, Mr. L~wis, and Mr. Meredith: 
No. 3. Wednesday, 3rd August, 1864. Present-Mr. Balfe, Mr. Lette, Mr. Davies, Mr. Lewis, and Mr. Meredith. 
No. 4. Thursday, ·4th August, 1864. Present-Mr. Balfe, Mr. Perkins, Mr. Lette, Mr. Lewis, and Mr. Meredith. 
No. 5. Friday, 5t~ August, 1864. Present-Mr. Balfe, Mr. Davies, Mr. Lette, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Perkins, and Mr. 

M ered1th. · .· ' 

No. 6. Tuesday, 9_th August, 1854. Present-Mr. Balfe, Mr. Davies, Mr. Lette, Mr. Lewi,, Mr. Dodery, and l\fr. 
Meredith. · . . 

No. 7. Wednes1ay, 10th August, 1864. Present-Mr. Balfe, Mr. Perkins, Mr. Dodery,'Mr. Lette, Mr. Lewis, Mr. 
Davies, and Mr. Meredith. 

; 

I 

' 
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No. 8. Thursday, 11th Au.gust, 1864. Present-Mr. Balfe, Mr. Dodery, Mr. Lette, Mr. Lewis, and. Mr. Meredith. 
No. 9. Friday, 12th Auirust, 1864. Present-Mr. Balfe, Mr. Dodery, Mr. Lette, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Davies, Mr. 

Perkins, and Mr. Meredith. 
No. 10. Tuesday, 16th August, 1864. Present-Mr. Balfe, ~fr Perkins, Mr. Dodery, Mr. Lette, Mr. Davies, Mr. 

Lewis, and Mr. Meredith. 

WITNESSES EXAMINED. 

Mr. William Edwarrls, Longford. 
Mr. G. Babington, Town Surveyor, Launceston. 
Mr. Thomas Hogarth, Killafaddy. 
John Thomas, Esquire, District Surveyor, Hobart Town. 
Gordon Burgess, Esquire, District Surveyor, Swansea. 
Mr. Johnc Butt, Pattei-sonia. 
James Scntt, Esquire, District Surveyor, Launceston. 
Richard Hall, Esquire, District Surveyor, Huon. 
W.R. Falconer, Esquire, Director of Public Works, Hobart Town. 
J. E. Calder, Esquire, Surveyor-General, Hobart ToWI).. . 
John Watson, Esquire, Hobart Towi:i. 
Captain Gourlay, Huon. 
Mr. Osborne Geeves, Honeywood. 
Mr. John Hay, l?ranklin. 
James Coombes, Esquire, Surveyor, Leslie. 
Charles Degraves, Esquire, Hobart Town. 

REPORT. 
Youn Committee met for the first time on the 29th July; and having, by adjournment, continued 
their labours up to this day, have the honor to present to the House the results of their protracted 
and anxious deliberations. 

Impressed with the importance and gravity of the subjects confideJ to them for investigation, 
your Committee, acting upon the suggestions of different Members of their body, availed themselves 
of the local experience and intelligence of several witnesses; the great value of whose evidence is 
amply demonstrated in the records accompanying their Report. The plani,, maps, sections, and 
estimates of cost illustrative of the proposed Works were at the service of your C~mmittee, who, in 
order to fully satisfy t:hemselves whenever doubt arose upon any point connected with them, rl;)quired 
the personal attendance and explanation of the professional gentlemen who had been engaged in 
preparing them. Their evidence will also be found attached to this Heport. 

The principles involved in the Resolutions approved by your H onorable House, ·and to which 
the Works submitted to your Committee for investigation are proposed to give a practical applica­
tion, have, we beg to remark, already received the almost unanimous approval of the intelligence of 
the Country,-and which will be found unmistakably expressed in the voluminous evidence taken 
before the various Committees on Waste Lands and Road Communications in the Sessions of 1861 
and 1862. 

In · referring to the pressing necessity of constructing works similar to those under the 
consideration of your Committee, the Select Committee appointed on the 22nd of August, I 861, 
after collecting the opinions of seventy or eighty of the most intelligent and practical of the Colonists, 
remark in their report printed on the 20th January, 1862 :-

. "While the great weight of evidence warrants the conclusion that the opening up of the trafficable Roads 
through such (Crown) Lands would increase their value from fifty to three hundred per cent., and not a few of the 
most experienced Colonists have given it as their opinion that, without some better system of Land Communication, 
neither the Crown Lands recently disposed of, nor those now in the possession of the Crown, are worth occupying: 
a conclusion fully borne out by the ruinous cost of carriuge which "the unsatisfactory state of the roads in tlie 
Agricultural Districts necessarily imposes, and of the realj.ty of whiuh your Committee have before them the most 
reliable testimony." . • 

And again, the Select Committee on Roadways appointed 31st July, 1862, fully sustained_ in 
their Report the principles so well established by the voluminous evidence sa.nctioning the principles 
laid down in the Report of the Committee of the previous Session ; and to which Reports, with 
their accompanying records, we beg to invite the special attention of your Honorable House, 

In considering the various ·projects submitted for investigation·, your Committee have not over­
looked the vast importance of endeavouring to give a practical force to the principle unanimo~sly 
recommended, as that which ought to be first recognised in any natiQnal scheme for opemng 
communications between the soil which produces and the markets which absorb that which is 
produced. That principle is thus laid. down in paragraph 2 of the Report of the Select Committee 
oTthe 31st July, 186.2, ordered to be printed _12th September of the same year, but which political 
complications and changes prevented from being brought formally befora Parliament for adoption. 



'· 8 
Resolved, 2. "That, in the opinion of your Committee, in carrying out the foregoing.Resolution, the interests 

of the already settled and populated portions of any District. where it is propoRed to establish Roadways should be 
the first consideration, and not the mere extra value to be given to unsold lands of the Crown, which apl'ears to 
constitute the leading principle of the system now being acted upon." · 

In the modifications of the details of the works made by your Committee, the valuable principle 
embodied in the foregoing Resolution is kept steadily in view; and by so doing· they have, to the 
best of their ability, so far as the proposed work will admit, provided at once for the profitable 
disposal of large areas of Crown Lands to future purchasers, and the opening of trafficable roads 
to those who have already become purchasers. 

In conclusion, your Committee beg fo submit their Report to your Hol:\orable House, as well 
as the accompanying Resolutions and Records of Evidence; to the latter of which they invite special 
consideration :-

Resolved, 1. That the Roads " Launceston and Ringaroorna,'' Brid1jort and Scott's New 
Country," "Scott's New Country to join Hingarooma Line," and " Bridport and 'Scott's New 
Country Hoad," as indicated in Paper No. 33, on Reproductive ,v orks, under Clauses I, 2, 3, and 
4, be recommended to the House for construction. · 

Resolved, 2. That the Roads " Green's Creek (Port Sorell) and West Tamar Road," and 
"Ulverstone Hoad," as indicated in Paper No. 33, on Reproductive Works, under Clauses 5 and 
6, be recommended to the House for construction. 

Resolved, 3. That the construction of the Road " Direct II uon Road from Hobart Town to 
Leslie," as indicated in Paper ~ o 33, on Reproductive VVorks, under clause 7, be recommended 
to the House,-widening· the existing Road to 20 feet, and rubbling and metalling the same 15 foet. 

Resolved, 4. That, in the opinion of this Committee, the sums proposed to be expended on the 
construction of two branches from the Main Tramroad leading from the Sandfiy Basin to North 
vVest Bay (namely,-.i.5600), and the difference between the propoi::ed and approved Expenditure 
for the construction of Tram roads between Port Esperance and Southport (nainely,-7722), oucrht 
to be expended in constructing such Roads in the neig·hbourhood of Port Cygnet, Franklin, and ~he 
other settled Districts of the Huon, as may be, after due preliminary examination, found to be 
reproductive. 

Resolved, 5. That the construction of a Single Line of Tramroad from North West Bay to 
the Sandfiy Basin, 8 miles, with Jetty at Shipping-place, be approved. 8 miles, at £,DO per mile, 
equal to £5600. 

Resolved, 6. That it is expedient to form Tramways from Dover to Wal pole, 3 miles• from 
Port Esperance through Pearson's purchase to the forest beyond, 4 miles ; and from Southport to 
Shingle Hill, 3 miles; at a cost of £594 per mile, equal to £5940. 

R~solved, 7. That, in the opinion of this Committee, it is desirable to supplement the £600 
proposed to be raised by the Promoters of the Cam Hiver Tramroad by an equal sum. 

Resolved, 8. That the item No. 11, in Paper No. 33, Road from Cambridge to the Bluff, 
Sorell Causeway, £2000, do pass. . 

Resolved, 9. That it is advisable to build Bridges over the Porth and the Leven ; and that the 
sum proposed-£2650- be increased to £3000, in order that the Bridge over the Leven may 
include a Drawbridge. 

Resolved, I 0. That, in order to test the economy of iron over wooden rails, one Tram road be 
constructed with iron rails in such locality as may _be thought best by the Executive Government. 

Resolved, 11. That this Committee recommend the expediency of having the proposed 
Reproductive '\Vorks, as approved of by them, carried out with as little delay as possible. 

I 

Resolved, 12. That the Chairman be instructed to frame a Report in accordance with the 
Resolutions passed. 

CHARLES MEREDITH, C!tairman. 

Committee Room, 16tli August, 1864. 

. . 
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EVIDENCE. 

MR, WILLIAM EDWARDS examined. 

By the Ghairrnan.-I live at Longford .. I know Sc_ott's New Country and the Ringarooma District. 
I have .property in Scott's Country. I grow grain there, but have no means of getting it to a shipping 
port; and I have been laying down English grasses in consequence. 

About 2 years ago, from Mr. Scott's representat_ion that the road was to be made, I laid the land down 
in grain. At that time we had only a track to the Port, and I paid £8 4s. per ton for cartage of a distance 
of 13 miles between my form and Bridport. Were the new road completed for a bullock dray, I should 
consider that £1 per ton would be a fair charge. I have 30 tons of potatoes there now with whkh 1 am 
obliged to feed the cattle and pigs on account of not being able to send them to a market. 

I possess 2 sections of land in Scott's Country,-one of which I purchased from the Government, the 
other from a man named Griffiths, 

There are from 30 to 35 settlers, heads of families, at Scott's Country. I have two sons there; but having 
a family of eight, I am unable to meet the expenditure consequent upon a residence there; and therefore I 
remain at Longford. I know the country on each side of the road to Bridport. I have read the estimate 
of the cost of a road through it as laid before the House, and am of opinion, from my knowledge of the 
locality, that it is·su:fficiently liberal in amount. 

There is a rock at Bridmouth which prevents vessels from entering the Port. · At present we should 
have to pay 10s. per ton additional to land carriage for boating produce to the outside of the Port. 

Vessels ride at anchor between 1 and ~ miles from the road terminus, more or less, according to the 
weather. The roadstead is on the western side of the Brid, and vessels cannot come closer on account of 
the rock I before mentioned. Mr. Brewer i}Jformed me that a jett_v might be built and ·the rock removed at 
a cost of ahout £250. If this rock were removed vessels of about 25 tons or thereabout might come up 
to the terminus of the road . 

. I do not' know the depth of the water at the Brid, nor do I know the rise and fall of the tide. The 
Emu and the Waterwitch trade to this Port; the latter i~ of about 18 tons burden. 

Vessels ·once inside the Brid would be in safe anchorage. 

By Mr. Lewis.-The western head of the Brid shelters the Port from the westerly winds. The 
eastern shore is low. 

If t)1e road were comP.leted ·to the Briel, and the rock removed, no difficulty ~ould be experienced in 
making this a regular trading port. . . · 

It has taken' me three weeks to go from Longford to Scott's Country with cattle on account of want of 
roads. 

Those who grow grain and potatoes, &c. will, of coursP, be more benefited by having a road made to 
the Brid from Scott's Country than if they were obliged to cart their produce overland to Launceston, as the 
Brid is the natural outlet from the District. There is no occupied land between Scott's Country and. 
Bridport, it being useless for agricultural purposes, 

From my personal experience, I should say that the quantity of good land in the Ringarooma Country 
is, if anything, underrated in the reports of the Surveyors. 

I have seen a Petition to the Governor from the inhabitants of Scott's New Country for a road to 
Bridpo'rt, and concur in its prayer. · · 

I was asked to sign another Petition in which the cost was estimated at £200. I declined to do so on. 
the ground that the amount specified was quite inadequate, the land being too good and materials for road­
making being too scarce along the. line. 

By Mr. Balfe.-With the road in its present state it would be impossible to grow grain with profit, 
nor could we send potatoes to the Port under from £.! 10s. to £3 per ton cartage. . 

I have burnt off the scrub on my land, and have now some hundreds of acres !_aid down with English 
grasses, which grow most plentifully when sown on the ashes. 

' . 

With the overland road in it~ present state we cannot send cattle to. Launceston with profit. 

l have no practical knowledge of road-making, and therefore cannot express an opinion :;is to the 
c.orrectness of the estimate in Pape!'. 33. I <lo 1101 think that, even with a good road, it would pay to send 
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produce or cattle overland to Launceston. From Bulman's to Scott's Country the land is good; it is of a 
dark chocolate colour at ·Scott's Country, and very rich. The timber is almost too heavy. 

I do not think a common road could be made between Youll's Section and Scott's Country on account 
of the richness of the land. 

There is no scarcity of timbci• for Trainroads anywhere about. 

The country between Y oull's and the Port is tolerably level. 

Either a Slab-road or a Tramway would be the only payable road. 

A metal road would cost a mint of money, as there is not a stone in the locality. 

I have sown some paddocks with red clover, which grows luxuriantly, some of the stems grow above 
a yard in lwight. 

The white clover also grows well, but not so well as the red. 

Scott's country is a very healthful place: we have no sickness there. 

By llfr. Davies.--A medical man has settled there, but not professionally. 

I consider that the estimate for a corduroy road is sufficient. 

I have not the least doubt but that Settlers would take up land at once if a road were formed. Several 
attempts have been made by people from Geelong to occupy tra<Jts in this locality, but they gave it up on 
accou11t of the impossibility of doing any good. If the agricultural land were taken up, the adjoining would 
be made sheep-walks at once, 

By 11:fr. Davies.-No person, in my opinion, should be allowed to occupy more than 320 acres of the 
agricultural land, so as to prevent the locality from being turned into a sheep-walk, or for general pastoral 
purposes. 

I have not seen the Report" upon Agricultural Areas. 

I know Mr. Scott the Surveyor. I am not aware that he has more· than one section of land in the 
locality named after him. · 

There are eleven Settlers now in the New Country who will be obliged to desert their farms unless 
roads are made. 

A branch road from Hazlewood's Section through my land on to the Brid River, a distance of about 
6 miles, would open up a magnificent tract of country. 

I cc>nsider that the overland route is equally indispensable with the road through Bridport, on account _of 
passengers and stock traffic. 

By Jl'fr. Lerois.-I think that sufficient provision has been made for branch roads from the different 
allotments to the pruposed main road where the surveys were marked out, but I cannot speak positively 
on this point. 

The chief points of difficulty on the road between Scott's Country and the Ringarooma occur at one or 
two spols where cutting is required. 

MR. G. BABINGTON exa1nined. 

By the Cfwirman.-I am Town Surveyor of Launceston, and am a practical Surveyor. I have 
examiued the road from Launceston to Scott's New Country, and have made a calculation of the cost for 
making it. 

'.I.'he road is known as the road between Launceston and Ringarooma. 

I estimate the cost of the road from Launceston to Scott's Country, .at Point C on Map (39½ miles 
in length), at about £11,040. 

I have included.in this 10 per cent. for supervision ofthe work. It took me three weeks to examine 
the line and make my estimate. I walked the_entire way, so as to be in a po~ition to notice every trivial 
detail. I believe the work could, under proper supervision, be effected at the calculation I have made. 

The road from Springfield to Point C. is marked out on elevated land, on account of the sliding nature 
of the country, and to avoid the·alluvial bottoms. I did not make tire surveys myself, but was occupied for 
three weeks in·making the calculation. It took me seven hours to walk from Point A. to the Brid (a di11-
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tance of 11 miles): over the most difficult country I can remember, owing to the dense timber and the 
sidling. 

I do not think that a better line could be formed, as there are no rivers to cross or floods to encounter; 
and you can travel over it at any time of the year. 

A good metal dray-road might be constructed for the £ll,040; but I would not recommend that 
the work should be undertaken except under the supervision of an experienced and competent Road Surveyor. 

There is.a difficulty on the northern side of the Colony in obtaining proper Contractors, rom the want 
of knowledge in economising labour of the kind which prevails. One competent Surveyor would, in my 
opinion, be sufficient to lay out the work for all the roads on the Northern ~ide. . 

By :ilfr. Davies.-! walked along the road when taking my data, and made observations as I went. I 
took a field-I.look with me, but did not bring it to Hobart'Town with me. · 

I 
I took no actual measurement on the ground, but did so on the plan with a scale applied .. 

Were I in a position to contract, I would do so on my own estimate, so far as its correctness is 
concerned. 

I adopted an Engineer's estimate in making my calculation. 

I have spent the better part of my life as a Roa_d Surveyor and Engineer in this country,. and in New 
Zealand and New South Wales. . 

I had two men with me, as well as one of the land proprietors, when I made the calculation. We had 
a pack-horse with us. 

I know the intrinsic valne _of the "land as regards quality, and have no reason for expressing ideas 
different from those conveyed in my Report. The timber trade with Victoria would be very extensive were 
the roads made. The myrtle abounds in Scott's Country. 

I cannot say that I would recommend that parties should be allowed to settle under the Agricultural 
Area Clause of" The Waste Lands Act" in heavily timbered Districts. , The timber is worth between £11 
and £12 per 1000 feet for cooperinc'; purposes; and I consider that, if.such a thing were allowed, a man 
might obtain 100 acres for a shilling per acre, and make use of it for splitting purposes, and when cleared 
off he might occupy it at a cheaper rate than if taken under "The Timber Licence Act." 

I am acquainted with Mr. Scott. I think he has about 2400 acres of land in the N e'Y Country, all 
of which he purchased from the Crown. 

I cannot say if his land is close to either of the proposed new roads. 

I consider that the Director of Public Works should have the conduct of these works. 

By J.lfr. Lewis.-Without a good road the timber is an encumbrance to the soil; and it is indispensa­
ble that a good road should be made from Scott's New Country to Bridport for the purpose of exporting this 
timber. · 

By llfr. Davies.-A road between Point C. and Killafaddy would unquestionably benefit that vicinity 
and also Launceston. . 

By the Cliafrman.-I received £45 from the Government for my calculation. 

MR. THOMAS HOGARTH examined. 

By the Ohairman.-I live alternately at Killafaddy and Paiersonia. I rent a farm at the former 
place, and have been engaged-in agricultural and pastoral pursuits. 

I know the line of road marked out by Mr. Burgess as indicated by the blue line on the map before 
me, and will describe it to the Committee. 

I 

The road to Mr. Adams' location from Killafaddy is a bullock-track, very rough. The land is a 
good grazing country, about one-fourth is agricultural land, and the be~t part of this portion is now under crops. 

From Adams' to Stuart's ( a distance of 5 miles) the ground is similar to that already mentioned. 

I liave examined the land for 2 miles deep on each side of this 5 mile line; and it is-except about one­
fourth composed of high hills-second class agricultural land. All the lots taken up here are occupied by 
the owners, and have been improved. 

The timber here is very abundant, and well suited for posts and rails, which ·cannot be obtained at any 
price now in Launceston (that is to say, in any quantity). Stringy gum abounds here and timber suited for 
1awing purposes. 
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I can say with confidence that 100 po3ts and rails could be procured from one acre : this is at the 

lowest computation. And as there are about 12,000 acres in this tract, 1,200,000 posts ancl rails might be 
had from it. 

On every 5 acres at least 1 ton of black wattle bark might be procured. 

All the selections made in this locality were applied for in expectation of the road being made. 

On this 5 mile Section (12 miles from Launceston) lies a bed of freestone, which is so good that the 
settlers have used it for grindstones; and it has been used for building purposes at St. Leonards, near 
Killafaddy, by the settlers who carted it themselve5. 

From Stuart's Section, for 4 miles up the road, the land is barren, and the country presents a succession 
of slate ridges; and the slate crops out in some places where it shows that it would be useful for flagging 
purposes, and if dug for sufficiently deep, it would-answer for roofing. It is similar to English slate in 
appearance, and I have myself split a piece on the suiface which was as thin as a penny. These ridO'eS are 
about 15 miies from Launceston. · · 

0 

From the 19 miles point I have proceeded in a northerly direction 5 miles, and have, while doing so, 
branched off in various directions, and have found the land everywhere to he of first class quality. I know 
of at least 2000 acres of first-class land where the map is painted pink. · 

From the same 19 rriiles point I have gone 3 miles in an easterly direction. The land is good all ' 
along, and is heavily timbered on every side. 

On the 4 miles tract of slate ridges a very large supply of timber suited for palings _and shingles exists. 

One tree on every 3 acres would yield at least 2000 palings. 

There is also a quantity of wattle fit for staves, for which article there is at present a great demand in the 
market. · I have had three orders from Victoria for staves, but have been unable to supply them from want 
of a roa<l. 

There is also a great quantity of wattle bark on the slate ridge Section. 

The extent of splitting gum and wattle (blackwood and lightwood) is - unlimited on this easterly 
Section. 

There are few or no 1·ises in the line of road for 19 miles from Launceston, a,s it forms an even and 
gradual descent into Town. ,. 

On the 2000 acres called Pattersonia, 15 persons lrnve selectC'd allotments. Seven of these have 
improved their lots; but 3 only of the 15 now remain on their lots, from want of a road.· These 3, however; 
are doing pretty well, as their allotments are nearest to the point on the 19 miles track to which a bullock­
dray can reach. 

The main crops grown- have been grass seed, from the lightness of caniage of 
1

this article. About 10 
· head of cattle have yearly come off this place for the last 4 years. 

If the market price of potatoes at Launceston were £4 per ton, it would pay to a certain extent during 
the dry weather to send this article of produce even with the present road. 

I have grown 8 tons to the acre of potatoes on land encumbered with logs and stumps. Autumn is the 
only season when the roads are· dry. . 

If the ro&ds were op~ned, £1 per ton would be about the cost of caniage. 

After leaving the 19 miles point, at the 2000 acres section, I have proceeded along the line to the River 
Brid. This country is hilly: 3 miles of it on the road is unfit for cultivation; but by branching off this 3 
miles line at a short distance on both sides good land is found. One-half of the remainino- country ( inde­
pendent of these 3 miles) is also good land, but not first-class, with stones showing in the s~bsoil. 

After the road crosses the Brid the land is good for 6 miles. 

I have also gone one mile to the eastward of this l'Oacl and found the land good for agricultural purposes, 
11cavily timbered and with light scrub:_ the ground is light-coloured chocolate, mixed with sand and easy 
to work. The tract of land of this quality is 2 miles wide. ' 

I have also gone for 2 miles from where the road crosses the Brid, in a north-west,;rly directio11, for 8 
miles: the whole of the land for this di~tance is magnificent, and the light wood, adapted for sawing Jforposes, 
is abundant. 

iHyrtle is found on the 5 miles between the 14th and 19th mile points; from the 19th mile point, in an 
easterly direction, the myrtle abounds, particularly on the flats. 

Allowi11g this 8 miles section to be 2 mil<>s wide on each sidr., the area can 'be easily calculated. 
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This place is called Scott's New Country; the greater portion of it is Crown land. 

In. this locality I saw several places where wells had been sunk. The soil is • between 4 and 12 feet in 
depth without the appearance of a stone; and in winter time there is no occasion for draining, as the soil 
absorbs all th~ rain. 

I have been about half-way to Bridport from Scott's New Country, but dirl not proceed on to the Port. 
I have been in the Ringarooma country. 

Going toward_s Ringarooma, arid before coming to the Billy-cock Tier, you cross 4 miles of banen 
coup.try. After you !Pave this, you come to the Arnon River Valley, where the laud is good. I have 
crossed 4 miles of good land in the Valley. 

I believe this Valley to be about 10 miles wide, and that all the land in it is good, as I have crossed it 
from'2 points by divergent lines and found it sJ. 

On getting into the Ringarooma Valley the land is magnificent, and much more easily cleared than in 
Scott's Country, heing more lightly timber.ed. I do not think that there are 10 gum trees to the acre. I 
have crossed this Valley from two points and found good land for 4 miles each track. 

I have also gone up the Valley, which I think is about 18 miles long, and all the.land appeared to be 
good. · 

Scott's Country soil is deeper than the Ringaroorpa soil, but not richer. Ironstone prevails in the soil at 
Ringarooma: the colour is similar in _both Districts ( i.e. chocolate). . 

I cannot say as to the cost of cartage from Scott's Country to Launceston. Any produce. sent dow:i 
has to be canied by pack-horses. Only one allotment is occupied in the Ringarooma. · 

If the Ringarooma Road were opened it would ensure agricultural farms being started : at pi'esent it is 
impossib:e to do any good. A road might be made to Killafaddy without any great difficulty, except at 
about half.a mile from Minter's selection, where a sidling exists for a qua1·ter of a mile; but this can be 
remedied by changing the course of the line somewhat, and going over the spur of the hill. 

I believe that a good road, rubbled, might be made for the amount estimated. At Killafaddy, for 4 
miles the stone is close to the road : 2 miles more would not require metalling, being gravelly; the next 4 
miles• would only require levelling, being of a rocky nature, and the surface, being chipped off and then 
gravelled, would make a good road: plenty of gravel can be procured there. · 

The next 5 miles piece of road bas flats running through it, which would require to be thickly rubbled 
for short di star.ices, ( say from 3 to 10 chains at different places) : the other portion of this 5 miles piece is of 
a o-ritty nature, which would. not require metalling, but only wants rounding up for about 15 feet. A good 
pa~t of the ,late ridges would require si<le cutting and rounding .up: the slate exhumed in the cutting would 
answer well in lieu of rubble. . 

Along the whole line to the Briel materials are available from the cuttings exhumed for making a road; 
but a good portion of the road must be slabbed; for wbich there is abundance of timber close on either side. 
5 miles would require slabbing, "and the remaining .3 _miles can be metalled, 

Opening the road would ensure a population on the 2000 acres I before mentioned, irrespectively of 
Scott's Coun'try and the Ringarooma District. -

Five respectable young men off one small farm occupied by me in the M orven District,' who had saved 
money for the purchase of land, have left for Victoria, not being able to settle in the New Country. 

By Jh. Davirls.-1 know from practice what is rrquired in making roads. I do not consider that I 
am capable of making ouch an estimate as that appearing in Paper No. 33. 

· I know the. difference between an Engineer's aqd a Surveyor's road survey. I believe that a bullock­
driver is. about the best road surveyor, going over a new track; but after the road is surveyed, of course his 
opinion would be of no value. 

I do not know if the Director of Public Works has visited the proposed track; but the late Mr­
M'Craeken told me that the road to this country wotild be a" bowling-green." 

The laud at Scott's Country is the most valuable I ever saw in my life. Mr. Scott has not any land 
in the country named afier him: he ~as land in the Ringarooma District. 

I have no land in the Ringarooma Distr,ict; but would at once take some if the rof.lds were made. 

By lllfr. Lette,-I was in the Ringarooma Country in the beginning of last s11mmrr, about 18 months 
ago. There were about 6 or 7 hundred acres of trees rung, and one paddock of 300 acres was enclosed with 
a post and rail fence, and other paddocks were fenced in with paling for garden purposes. 

I went all through the Western Country last summer; but it is not to be corn pared with the Ringarooma 

·, 
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or Scott's Country, being of a very patchy nature, which is not the case with the latter places; whi!e, a~ the 
same t.ime, the weather is so mild at Scott's and Ringarooma that crop~ of grass, &c., grow there m wmter 
time, so fertile is the soil. · 

MR. JOHN THOMAS examined. 

By .11:fr. Davies.-! surveyed the land from Boon's Selection_ to Ringarooma River, a distance of 16½ 
miles. An error of about 1½ miles occmred in the compilation of the map before me, owing to the survey 
having been partly made from different points. My own survey corrects the error in the map. 

I now hand in my estimate of the·expense of the proposed works. [Estimate handed in.] 

From Boon's Selection to Scott's Country no engineering difficulties exist: there are several gullies, 
round which I have been obliged to work. 

There may be a dividing range between George's Bay and the Ringarooma; _but I purpose determining 
that point on my next visit to the locality; and, if necessary, I ~hall do it at my own expense. I am at 
present of opinion that the Georg<.''s Bay land forms part of the Ringarooma Country. The country, after 
you cross the Amon, is good. 

By J.'Jllr. Lewis.-The Billy-cock Tier is all good land on the granite. 

MR. GORDON BURGESS examined. 

By the· Cliai-rman.-I am a District Surveyor. I laid out the road from Launceston to Ringarooma. 

Commencing at Pattersonia, for 6 miles a road has, I believe, been cut since I surveyed the track. 
Beyond the 6 miles cut, to within 3 miles of the River Briel, the line is tolerably level; afterwards there is a 
descent of about 1000 feet, at an avcrap;e gradient c.f 1 in 15; which might be reduced by extending the 
road more round the spur of the hill I adopted the steeper gradient for economical reasons. The line all 
along this hill is sidling. I found that my estimate exceeded the Tenders for this piece of road. My 
estimate for the last 6 miles to the Brid was £81 per mile. One tender was sent in at £80 per mile. 

i'.Iy estimate was simply to make the road passable for a cart, and does not include metalling or 
gravelling; simply a road 15 feet wide. 

By J.1:fr. Balfe.-T do not think there are any engineering difficulties in the way of making the road. 
I have seen the estimate in Paper 30. I consider it sufficient for the work. 

I know ·the Hobart Town Road to Oatlands. Some of the pinches on it-such as at Spring Hill and 
Constitution Hill-somewhat resemble the place I speak of on the Ringarooma Track; but the latter more 
resembles St. Mary's Pass, Falmouth, than it does either of the othera. For about 100 yards cuttin~s must 
be made into the side of the hill. It would be better to cut into the hill than to log up the side, as the rain 
woultl eventually undermine _and wash away the logs; the cutting would be simple, as the formation is 
sandstone. 

I consider that the estimated area of land is not above the i:eality. It would, no doubt, confer a great 
benefit upon the community to open this road. I have been tu Bridport, but cannot speak with accuracy of 
the harbour. 

I have never been in Scott's New Country, hut have gone right through the Ringarooma District to 
the eastward of Mount Horror. There is good land: it is of a chocolate colour; but like all the land on 
the northern side, it is patchy. 

I know the Devon country. The Ringarooma soil is about equal to that at the Leven Forest, but it 
is not so heavily timbered. 

I have crossed tlie Arn on River, but do not remember having seen any good land there; but there 
may be some at the back of the River. 

MR. JOHN BUTT exa-mined. 

I know both Scott's New Country and the Ringarooma. 

The land (marked red on this map) at Ringarooma is of the very best d,iscription ; but the map is not 
correct, as the good land extends more to the easLwal'd than is marked,-fully a mile further. I have been 



more than 2 miles back from the most easterly point, (marked red.) The good land is not over timbered. 
There is very little scrub, which is of a ferny description. 

I have a selection of land east •side of the Ring-arooma River. 

I am not doing anything there at present. Last autumn I attempted to settle a man and his wife on 
my land, but failed for ,want of roads to carry provisions. I am keeping these people at almost a l~ss, as 
I intend to try the experiment again next month. 

This new country cannot prosper without a road being made ·to Launceston, although the road to 
. Bridport may answer for a while .. My rea,ons Jo1· saying so are as follows :-This conntry when opened up 
will depend a great deal OR wool, beef, and mutton. There are no natural grass-lands of any consequence­
in the neighbourhood of the Ringarooma; therefore the principal portion of the cattle and sheep will be kept 
on English grasses, and we may expect that considerable herds and flocks will be produced from those 
grassea. But to make the Ringarooma Country an agricultural district, there are some thousands of acres of 
second-class land which would be brought i:1 for cultivation·; but it is not likely while so much· first-class 
land is to be had that the secon~-class land should be required for anything but grazing purposes. 

I have no hesitation in saying that the land at Scott's New Country and the Ringarooma is the very 
richest I have ever seen in my life, both for agricultural or pastoral p.urposes; but for the latter the grasses 
must be first sown. 

As a practical man I know- what a bullock road is and should be . 

. I think it is quite practicable to make this road. 

I selected my land _at the Ringarooma in expectation that Mr. Scott, the District Surveyor, would 
bring the road question forward. 

I am a farmer residing at Lymington in the Morven District, 

I have several relatives and friends in England who are only waiting to hear that the roads have been 
made, to emigrate to Tasmania and take up land in this New Country. • 

By Mr. Lette.-l consider that tlrn road to Launceston would be much more impci1·tant than the one 
,proposed to Bridport, for the reason that meat pays better than grain. 

One acre under English grasses in summer time would fatten 10 .sheep for market, or would fatten 
I bullock. - . 

The climate is very mild, and the grass grows all throu~h the winter: little or no frost or snow .. 

By Mr. Len·is.-The most expeditiouo mode of sowing grass would be to sow the seed on the ashes of 
tlie under-scrub when burnt, as the scrub roots will be rotting in the mean while. 

I have not had time to consider the point, and therefore am unable · to estimate the quantity of good 
land available. I believe, however, that there is amply sufficient to maintain a large population, 

• The first-class land there would, at the lowest calculation, yield 40 bushels of wheat to the acre. 

I went through Scott's New Country just before last harvest. I saw there a piece of oats, about 6 
acres: the cost of clearing and sowing this paddock was £14. I then judged that the 6 acres would produce 
600 bushels of oats, but have sir,ce heard that, being_too thick, they only turned out 80 bushels per acre. 

The greatest crop of oats I have. ever seen in Tasmania was on an acre paddock (new land and 
manured) on the property of Mr. Cox of Cla1·endon.. It amounted to 106 bushels. 

MR. JAMES SCOTT, District Surveyor, examined. 

By the Ohairman.-The Green Creek, Port Sorell, and West Tamar Road (known as Mr: Hall's 
Road), if opened, would save at least 20 miles distance to persons belonging to North Down, Burgess, Port 
Sorell, and the New Country on that side, when travelling to and from Launceston. The o'ld road took 
them round by Deloraine, 
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MR. RICHARD HALL examined. 

The land on my map (marked red) is suited for agricultural purposes, and would be sold, without a 
doubt, at £1 per acre. 

I estimate the quantity at between 6000 and 8000 acres, certainly not less than the former quantity; 
and the whole of this would be taken up at onci,.if the road were made. · 

Already a good number of applications are being sent in for it, ev_en before the road is made. 

The portion laid ant by me extr.nd~ between Points A. and B.; but I reported and made suggestions 
upon other portions of the road extending to point E. 

The c::n111try between A. and B. is pretty well populated. 

The length of the proposed Road from A. to ;E. is about 33 miles. 

The distance from A, to Launceston is about 14 miles. 

The Settlers have no other means of getting their produce to market than by this road·. 

,;, \V. R. FALCONER, E,;;qui1·e, examined. 

By 1lfr. Davies.-I am Director of Public W arks of Tasmania, and am a Member of the Boar<): of 
·works on both sides of the Island. 

I lrnve seen the various Plans and Estimates on whirh the Select Co~miitee for Roproductive ·works 
;ire at present rleliberating. I have seen them in the Parliamentary Chambrr since my remm from Laun­
ceston lately. 

I am an Engineer. I have not, as Director of Public W arks, been consulted either by the Government 
or any one else as regards the feasjbility" or otherwise of effecting the proposed works. 

From what I have 8een of the Plans, I believe I can give a general idea as regards thei1· prncticabilitv. 
I have read Paper No. 33, with the Surveyor-General's letter nppencled. As a practieal engineer I consid~r 
that the details contained in that Paper and the Plans am sufficient for carrying out the class of roads 
required. 

I have seen the Plan of the County" Dorset, showing the proposed Road to Ringarooma, Scott's New 
Country, and Bridport. 

Taking the Map before you, where it is proposed to open the country from Killa;faddy to Brirl port and 
Ringarooma through Scott's Country, I consider that there is sufficient information given in the Plans and 
Estimates lor the constrnction of these roads,-when accompanied with the Report of the N 01thern Board 
of Works. 

By 11:fr. Lette.-I have not been on that road, but tlie N orthem Board have had the Report and 
oµinion of the late Mr. i\1'Cracken on it. I am perfoetly aware of Mr. Gunn's opinion on tbe subject'. 
( Read from Report. of N ortliern Board of Works, Paper 158.) 

V\ihen the Ringa:-ooma Road was clr>ared, one piece of very difficult ground was found between 
Patte1·sonia and Spri11gfield. The Board of W arks found that they had not sufficient fun us to make tha! 
portion of the road; and it was estimat(•ci that, to make. it passable from Lanncest_on to ~pringfielrl for 
horses and cattle, an expenditure of .£1400 would be required; and Mr. M'Cracken, who was very careful 
in making out his e,timates, calculated the cost of the road from Launceston ·out to a little beyond 
Springfield at about £30,000 for a good road, or for a passable road at £13,000, the distance being about 
42 miles. 

The Board of Works considered tbat, before proceeding with this work, an endeavour should be 
made to find a better track, by offering a reward to some of the~ settlers; but, should such not be found, 
tbat the•prest·nt proposed road should be adopted. 

I know the Devon District; but cannot give an opinion as to the- proposed new road Letween the 
Tamar and Port Sorell, as I have not had sufficient data before me. 

I have sePn on the ma:p the proposed road on foe right bank of the Leven, going, from Eden to 
Ulverslcne. I know that there is a very large area of agricultural Janel and timber beds. A very fine 
forest of the latter, consisting of blackwood, lightwood, and myrtlc,-and, also, that there are detached 
patches of penci_l-pine all the way from the Forth. 

I have seen the Plan proposing to run a Tramway 011 this line, and believe that a Tramway would be 
of great ad vantage to the District. · · 

I beg to read frum the Report of the Northern Board ('Paper 158) on this subject. 
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I have seen the· Estimate for the Tramway. There has been furnished no Plan of the lie of the 

country; but I think the Estimate would be sufficient, although I do ·not think that for the first year or so 
a Tramway woulrl be necessary. In fact, in my opinion, I would first clear the entire width of the proposed 
Tramway-track ( say, about 100 feet wide), only ringing the very large trees ; .and the rung trees would, 
in the meanwhile_; be seasoning, and ready for sawing by the time that the. Tramway would be required. 

I beg to read the opinion c,f Mr. Calder, Surveyor-General, on this subject, having reference to the 
roads in County Dorset. (Page 19 Agricl!ltural Ai·eas, 3rd line from top.) 

· I am quite aware that the principal object of the Committee is to invite settlers into those neVI' countries 
by opening up the means of appi·oach. · . 

I have been at the River Leven on only one occasion. I am aware that the proposed site of the Bridge 
was at first' near the ford up Kentish's Track, about 6 miles from the Leven Heads, and.near the termination 
of the navigable portion of the river. 

The plan proposed at present is, to erect the bridge at Ulverstone on the main line of road near the 
Heads. In my opinion to take it higher up the Leven than the proposed present site would be attended 
with more expense, and would not be so convenient. 

The first proposal originated on the ground that Kentish's Track was intended as the main line of road; 
it was eventually given up and the Coast line of road adopted. · 

. ' 

I consider that the proposed bridge should be fitted with a drawbridge, which might be managed without 
much additional expense, requiring only a little extra piling; the navigation would not then be impeded. [ 
believe that £3000 would be sufficient for all bridge purposes, both at the Leven and the Forth, and still 
leave a margin. 

No communication exists between the River Inglis and Circular Head at present, except by the 
Coast line, , . 

I am aware that Mr. Lette recommended that the road should be cut from the Inglis some miles back 
from the Coast line, but there were no funds available for the purpose at the time. 

By Mr. Lervis.-I possess some knowledge of road-making. 

By Mr. Davies.-! know the Kentish Track down to Kimberley's Ford. 

I am unable to say if any promise has been made to the people on this Track about making a road, 
with the proviso that they ?ought up the land. 

The proposed Tramway schemes throughout the Island embrace considerable distances. 

Opinions vary about the durability of wooden lines; a great deal depends upon the quality of the 
timber and the description of wheels used. " · 

The Tramway at King's Island, made of timber brought from Corner Inlet, Gipps Land, did not last 
above 3 months; but the timber afterwards laid down there, and pwcured from the Northern Coast of Tas­
mania, was very littl<:l damaged after having been used for 9 months ; the latter was plated with iron at the 
curves and steep inclines. · 

For temporary Tramways and for short distances wooden lines would answer; but a horse will only take. 
about on~-sixth the weight on a wooden Tramroad that he would draw upon an iron one, owing to the greater 
amount of friction. 

Mr. Degraves has informed me that he found iron to be cheaper than wood on his Tramway at 
Bruni Island, from the saving in horses. 

Mr. Tully, in his Report, gives a very detailed estimate as regards the proper maintenance of wooden 
Tramways. One plan would be that they should be maintained by Govemment; another, by leasing; but. 
it would be undesirable that the Government should keep them in their own hands, as in that case a staff 
of officials would have to be kept up. · 

By Mr. Baife.-I do not consider it advisable that Tramways should be carried into Districts con­
taining large quantities of" gum-top stringy bark," as that wood is of so very inferior a quality that the 
cutting and sawing ofit should not he encouraged by the Government. In the Report of Mr. Innes, it will 
be seen that large beds of "gum-top stringy-bark" exist in his line of Tramway between Port Esperance 
and Southport, commencing about three miles from Port Esperance. Mr. John Watson, in his Report, 
states that one of the very finest beds of the" best blue gum" he has ever seen isat about three miles distance 
from Port Esperance, and that it is in sufficient quantity to last for ten _yeal's. I am of opinion that it is not 
advisable at present to construct two long lines of Tramway between Port Esperance and Southport; and I 
consider that thl'ee miles of Tramway running back from each place into good beds of timber would be quite 
sufficient for some time to come. · . 

There is a similarity of principle shown between the proposed Tramway scheme and the mode in which 
regular Railways are maintained. , 
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At some places, where heavy traffic would result, iron rails would be required; but where the traffic 

would be comparatively light, wooden ones would be cheaper, and would answer all the purposes. 

A wooden Tramway C!\n at any time be covered with iron rails, which can be regularly prepared for 
the purpose. 

By Jl:fr. Davfei.--The Government should decide what lines they will have. At present there is no 
line proposed for which iron rails woulcl be at once required. Should those be necessary hereafter, they can 
be laid upon the wo0den rails without difficulty. ' 

At present the prices of Railway sleepers at Melbourne and in this Colony are nearly the same,-about 
three shillings each. It would not thereforcJ be profitable just now to run long lines of Tramways into the 
forests, the present demand for ti,mber being limited. 

By J.ltfr. Lewis.-If main lines ofTramways were adopted through the various Districts of the Colony, 
carts would not be so much required in these districts. 

Tbe proposed lines required in the H uon District" should be similar to. the new roads on the northern 
side of the Island; namely, short Tramways leading to the Coast line or navigable parts of Rivers, and not 
as general high roads through the ·country, 

J. E. CALDER, Esquire, Surveyor-General, examined. 

By J.lfr . .Davies.-Since the plans of the propoaed Reproductive Works have been out, Mr. John 
Lord has applied for land in the County of Dorset at £1 per acre. · . 

By Jl:fr. Lette.--1 will prepare, for Tuesday next, a Return of Lands in that District which. have been 
sold at less than £1 per acre,-when, to whom, and at what price. 

I now beg to hand in written replies to the questions.submitted to me by the Colonial Treasurer this 
morning. \ 

, MR. JOHN WATSON examined. 

By J"Jlfr. Balfe.-! have had long experience (above 30 years) in the timber-trade and shipbuilding,on 
the southern side of the Island. · · 

I know the locality of Southport where it is proposed to lay down Tramways. 

I was deputed by the Government in 1862 to report upon the timber of the south. I have seen the 
plans of the surveys made for the Tramways at Southport, and have gone over most of the proposed lines. 

The land between Port Esperance and Southport is very good. Upwards of 100,000 ncres, extending 
from the Esperance to the back of Southport Narrows, would be opened up by 'l'rarnways. This Country h3s 
been very little explored. The Naval Resen'e is situated in the locality proposed to be trammed. 

Fine blue gum and real .stringy bark is found iO: great abundance there, togr.ther with a large quantity 
of splitting stuff. I have inspected the land and timber at Walpole: they are both of very good· quality, 
that is, about Walpole. 

I do not think it advisable that the Tramway should cro,s the Narrows, as it would spoil the harbour. 
About Walpole there are miles of level table land. 

I consider that a short line of Tramway at each end of the proposed Tramroad woultl satisfy. all the 
requirements 0f the locality at present: about 3 miles at each end would suffice. As a general principle, 
short lines rnnning in from the river are the most preferable; but if possible they should be so situated as to 
be capable of extension hereafter. , , 

Fifty men have left the District who resided in a space of 4 miles, (bullock-driver~, sawyer~, &c.), 
and gone to the adjoining Colonies within the last 4 ,years, simply from want of emplovment in their 
respective callings. Roads and 'framways would; no doubt, induce these people to return. ·All the timber 
near the water's edge has been cut. 

l\'Ir. Oldham o.ffered men 6s. per 100 for cutting telegraph poles for Christchurch; but they had to give 
up the work, as they could not earn £1 per week each at that wag-e; for if a tree, (blue gum) proved specky 
it would not answer. I have never paid men l-,ss than 8s. pe1· 100 fo1· prime stnff. I consider that the 
settled portions of the District would be influenced favourably by Tramways in the no,Y unsettled ones; 
although at first they would tend to d'raw away the population to the Trams; nor do I think that the value 
of property would be thereby deprnciatcd in the localities now occupied and inhabited. Whe1·cver the Tram-
ways are there will be the population. · 
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I liave often wondered how the people down at the Huon' manage' to live. Many of them are so 
attached to their little farms that they will subsist on turnips, carrots, &c., rather than eat their potatoes, 
which they save up for seed. 

The Saw Mill at Bruni belonging to Mr. Degraves is, I believe, the only one which has paid. I do 
not think that Saw Mills in any way injure the hand-sawing trade. 

A locomotive Sawing Engine would cost about £400. The fixed Saw Mill )s the most expensive. 

By Mr. Lette,-I am of opinion that, with the exception of that from Dover to Walpole, better lines 
might have been selected. The Dover and Walpole 'line abounds in superior blackwood and myrtle. 

The terminus should, I think, be on the northern· shore instead of crossing the Narrows; and the 
terminus at·Esperance should be fixed at the Township of Dover, instead of at the place proposed in the 
map plan. , 

Tramways should have a certain rate per cwt. carriage, and be let to private individuals. I believe 
that the lease itself would more than pay the interest, and would go a good way in keeping them in repair. 

I have never been employed on locomotives. I have seen them work in Victoria; but when I left 
England the idea was ridiculed. 

By Mr. Balje.-I shall furnish the Committee with an estimate of the cost of a 4 mile line. 

Port Cygnet seffills to have been formed by nature for Tramways, as horses can be advantageously 
worked thereon. 

The roads in this part of the District were exceedingly bad when I last travelled on them. 
I 

Within a short time aftrr a few Tramways had, been laid down by the Government, I believe that 
private Companies would start up and relieve the Executive from further expenditure. 

By Mr. Lerois.-It would be necessary that a maximum tariff fihould be established, so as to prevent 
extortion on such private lines as might 1·eceive assistance from the Government. 

By Mr. Balfe.-Private_Companies should be assisted by Government. . 

CAPTAIN GOURLAY examined. 

I have been trading on the River in steamers for the last.10 or 11 years. 

I possess a good deal of property at different parts of the Huon District, and am intimately acquainted 
with the localities. . -· • · 

I have a knowledge of the plans showing the places for the proposed Tramways. 

In my opinion it would be better to make short lines in different localities, as the people 1·esiding at the 
several places could give reliable information as regards the best sites. 

I have a.Tramway of my own up the Huon. The Tramways already established have prevented the 
population from decreasing. A good 11umbe1· of those who went to New Zealand have returned or are 
returning. 

There is only one system which will pay at the Huon; namely,-lst the splitter, to be succeeded by the 
sawyer, who in his turn makes way for the agriculturist. Tramways would much facilitate all three courses. 

I know the Huon side of the Sandfly Rivulet .. 

Tirn opening of Tramways in the unsettled Districts would, no doubt, draw the population from 'the 
settled localities for a time; but as soon as the timber was used up it would return again. 

I think that Government, instead of themselves undertaking the cost oflaying down Tramways, should 
_hold out such inducement to private entt)rprise as would lead to the desired results. And I should propose 
that so much land for every mile of Tramway laid down be granted to the parties undertaking the 
work; the Tramways to be made on a certain scale to be appointed by the Government, and to · be bound 
by certain charges for carriage of produce, &c. 

. From my experience in splitting, the ground furnishing good split-stuff is defidcnt in Timber suited 
for sawing purposes. 

I beg to hand in a Paper on the subject generally, which I have drawn up for the information of the 
Committee, -

• 
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An Act enabling the Government to assist local bodies would have a favourable effect, and would suit 
the inclinations of the residents. 

·My own Tramway pays me very well. I made it my~elf, and it runs through land which I rent from 
the Crown. I charge those who use it by piece-work-that is, according to the quantity they send down 
by it. I labour under one disadvantage, whieh is, that a portion of the Line belongs to a Company who 
work it at the 6 feet gauge, whereas 'my portion of it has b11t the 4 feet gauge. The opening of a road to 
the Franklin would be more advantageous to the District generally than one to Port Esperance, as the 
former possesses a much larger population. 

I do not think it possible that the Franklin and Port Cygnet populations can g·et on unless roads are 
made, as the Crown Lands contiguous to those places are now getting very scarce. 

The timber lately brought to market has much deteriorated in value, owing simply to the want of roads 
to superior timber-beds inward from the river side. 

Tramm1ys in unsettled places would injure settled localities. Under any circumstances I would 
recommend short lines, so laid down as to be capable of extension. 

If land were of a rich description, the people, after cutting the timber, would m all probability remain 
upon it to cultivate. · . . 

By tlie Colonial Treasu1•iw.-In the event of a south-easterly gale setting in, vessels riding at the 
north side of Southport would have to get under weigh, iind run to the southern side. 

About half the cost for laying down Tramways should be allowed by Government to parties carrying 
out the undertaking. 

By J.1:fr. Lemis.-Locomotive Engines on iron rail would be too expensive. Wooden _Trams might be 
renewed every three years for the interest alone of the cost of iron Trams. 

My expenses for repairs per mile during the first 4 years were nil; afterwards they were about £15 
per mile yearly. One horse on a Tramway would do the work of 8 on an ordinary road. My Tramway 
is worked by horses. · 

I believe that men of capital would embrace the offer of half cost from the Government, and would 
start Companies for making Trams. I Iiave heard many in the District express their willingness to embark 
in such a speculation: besides, indeed, the interests of the undertakers theri1selves would be clearly enhanced 
by their producing superior work; and there would be a keen competition in the purchase of land alongside 
ofa Tramway, if laid down, as it should always be, as near a creek as possible. 

MR. OSBORNE GEEVES examined. 

By 11:fr. Balfe.-! live at Geeves Town or Honeywood, where I hold about 600 acres of land in 
different lots. I am a shareholder in the Tramway Company established here. I have several relations 
settled at Geeves Town, We formed that settlement, as before we went there the locality was nothing but 
wild bush. We went there 30 strong. There were very few inhabitants there before the Tramway was laid 
down. Mr. Hill and myself have extended the Tramway at our private expense, we having found it 
absolut~ly necessary to do so. The Tramway Company have not in any way assisted us in doing so. 

No part of the Huon has prospered so much as this locality since the Tramway was established. 

We have now a School and two Churches (Roman Catholic and Independent) in the District. 

I sold 40 acres the other day for £300, including a cottage and orchard; thus showing the value of 
land in the District; and I ·can say confidently, that allotments of the same -size close to the river,_ with 
orchards attached, ,vould sell equally well. 

I have seen the proposed Tramway Lines in _Parliamentary Paper No. 33. I am of opinion that if the 
lines were adopted as proposed, it would tend to lessen the price and increase the quantity of timber brought 
into the market; but they would have the effect of injuring the inhabitants of the settled Districts, anrl, indeed, 
of injuring those on the spot, as they could not pretend to compete with the Government when opposed to 
them in the trade, unless the Government would run Tramways into the settled Districts as well,-which I 
fear even then ,vould not answer, as the population is too thin to occupy both places, and the works would 
decay from disuse rather than be worn out. 

if Tramways were established in settled localities, the population then would remain on the land, but 
not otherwise. · 

I think that a macadamized main road would be more conducive to the prosperity of the Di,trict, and 
I would let the inhabitants make their own Tramways. 
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I ain a storekeeper. I believe that the construction of the southern road to Leslie from the head of 

Davey-street, Hobart Town, would help both the Huon and Hobart Town, and would facilitate postal 
arrangements, and local communication. 

" A Tramway between Dover and Walpole would be a great improvement to that place, and would be 
well supported, as it would pay well. 

Private enterprise would never be able to establish a main line of road. 

I prefer short Tramways to long ones. I have always advocatel that Government and private capital 
should bear au equal share of the expense : such a course would, without doubt, urge the latter to take a 
thorough intere~t in their proper maintenance. 

I would suggest that the charges made for carriage should be fixed generally (irrespective of any 
benefit which would accrue to land) so as to make Tramways· pay for outlay in repairs, &c. 

My own line pays me very well. My partner and myself laid out £2500 on it, £1250 of which was 
paid up. I cannot say what the average cost for repairs per mile is, without consulting the books and 
accounts. The Tramway has already cleared the £1250 (bearing 8 per cent,) in about 6 years within £170. 

We are now able to procure the best sawn timber and palings; and I consider we should have been 
by this time entirely out of debt had it not been for a flood which swept away two bridges, and so delayed 
operations. 

The small settlers have always cried out against Tramways; but when an· opportunity offered itself to 
them to occupy crown lands, ti~ey preferred remaining in the neighbourhood· of the line. Every acre of 
crown land on both sides of the Tramway bas been taken up, no matter how poor the soil. 

By Colonia? Treasurer.-My store is at Honeywood, on the Kermandie River. I have no trade wit!~ 
Port Esperance. 

I do not know the land between Port Esperance and Southport. 

By Mr. Perkins.-I first settled at Honeywood in 1850. I should say that about 400 acres are 
under cultivation in the neighbourhood of the Tramway. Our present population is about 300, including 
children. 

We convey all kinds of produce by the Tramway; such as potatoes, apples, wheat, timber, ~c. 

Our Tramway is about 3 miles long. There are 3 different Tramways (including ours), which all unite 
at a point about a mile from the River, thus making the entire length about 4 miles. We charge 8s. per ton 
carriage for the 3 miles as regards provisions. The charge for the same distance for sawn timber is ls. 6d. 
per 100 feet; for broad palings from 2s, 3d. to 2s. 6d. per 100 feet. 

I generally buy all the timber myself which is produced. 

By 1Wr. Perkins.-If tlie Government Tramways were let out to private individuals, they would work 
advantageously. 

• 
By M1·. Balfe.-If the Government reserve the working of their Tramways to itself, we private 

proprietors would have to come down i~ our charges so as to retain our population and business. 

Could we have carted timber to .the beach at first cheaper than we were enabled to do, we would 
have produced a much greater quantity than has reached the market. 

W er~ the Government to give me a piece of timber land a mile back from the commencement of my 
Tramway, it would serve as an inducement to me to extend my Tramway into my own property. 

My Tramway has.been the direct ca~se of more crown land being disposed of about Honeywood than 
at any other part of the District. 

A greater boon would be confened upon the District by the Government granting assistance, than by 
- taking upon itself the responsibility of constructing Tramways at the sole expense of the public. So much_ 

land for every mile of 'l'ramway constructed would- be a fair assistance. 

It is quite practicable to make the Southern Road, which is marked out as far as Castle ·Forbes Bay, a 
distance of 30 miles. 

'-
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MR. JOHN HAY examined. 

I have been a resident at the Franklin about 21 years, I have a good many lots of land there, and a 
saw-mill. ' , 

::-

I have se-en the proposed lines of Tramways. I belie,ve that' at the Franklin, Port Cygnet, H oneywood, 
and Victoria there is a great deal of good timber and land nearer to the water's edge than the proposed lines: 

I believe that there are several places further down than the Franklin where short Tramways, 4 or 5 
miles in length, might be run into crown lands, which abound with fine timber, fit for sawing and splitting, 
and into fine agricultural lands. · 

I am of opinion that the proposed lines of Tramways would not greatly benefit the sawing and splitting 
community, but would be the means of carrying away the population from localities already settled; and 
would, as a matter of course, depreciate the value of property there. In the settled localities, outlying 
property has, from want of roads, become almost valueless. 

I believe that if roads were established for the general benefit of the community in the District, they 
would have a more beneficial effect than 'l'ramways opened into unsettled Districts. · 

If the Government would give lands to Companies and private parties, it would be preferable to makinO' 
Tramways at the cost of the Treasury,-for the reason that such speculations would pay; and th~ 
proprietors would be willing to continue operations with spirit, if Government gave a bonus either in land 
or money. 

As an old resident in the District, I do not think the proposed Government _scheme, if carried out, 
would be advantageous to the settled portions of the H non District; but if the settled portions had the 
Tramways, they would produce more and cheaper timber than could otherwise result. 

I TI·as Chairman at a Public Meeting held at the Franklin on the· subject of Roads and Tramways. 

The Memorial adopted on that occasion conveyed the opi~ion of the Meeting, but not mine individually. 
The Meeting approved of the proposed Government scheme, excepting as regards the Franklin, which it 
considered to have been somewhat neglected therein. 

The main road south from the Franklin wonld no doubt be of great and important advantage. The · 
New Country at the Sandfly Rivulet abounds in good land and fine timber, but that surrounding the 
Franklin is equally good. · 

By tlte Colonial Treasurer.-! have no trade or connection with Port Esperance or Southport. 

I know thr locality from Dover to ·walpole, and from Port Esperance· to Southport, and have been 
there within the last two years; but cannot give an opinion as to the practicability of the proposed lines. 

The timber in the .forests near the seaboard, between Southport and Port Esperance, is of various 
descriptions. I cannot speak as to the value or extent of it. 

B,y ll1r. Perhins.-The Tramways which I propose would pass through private lands; and the people' 
wonld be willing, in most instances, to allow Tramways to go through their land without compensation. 

• I 

I have land at the back of the Franklin, which is good in itseTf and bears superior timber; but my 
tenants there were oblig·ed to give it up·from want ofroads, &c .. ~ A great deal ofland has been given up by 
others for the same reason. 

By Jlfr. Davies.-With respect to the Tramways as proposed by me, I would recommend that a fixed 
sca_le of eharges be establisher], and that the lines be opened to the public. 

I am well acquainted with the road between Hobart Town and the Huon. A macadamised road would 
be preferable to an iron 'l'ramway on this line; but a road of 15 feet in width would scarcely be snfficient 
for such a main line, nor would 10 feet metalling be sufficient. A well-made road ,vould be worn evenly. 

I consider that 20 feet in width would be quite narrow enough, and that 15 feet ofit should be metalkd. 

I think. it would be a pity to lay out the sum proposed to be expended in making a road so narrow as 
that suggested in Paper 33. · 

By 11£-r. Lemi.s.-l do not think that the Tramways proposed by Government would increase the popu­
lation ; they would only shift it. 
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MR. JAMES COOMBES examined. 

I am District Surveyor for South Bt~ckingham. ~ reside near Leslie, and. have property there. · I 
explored the country (now reservsd) at the Sandfly Rivulet. I had heard of the proposal to open up com­
munication between the Sandfly Rivulet and North West Bay, but had not seen the scheme of Reproductive 
Works until now. I know the features of the Country perfectly well, but I did not lay_out the proposed 
road. 

' 
I think it would be better to convey produce to Hobart Town via Huon Road than via North West 

Bay ; but if it were intended to export it direct to Melbourne, or any of the adjoining Colonies, the latter 
would, of course, be the natural outlet. · . 

The greater part of the land between North West Bay and the Sandfly Rivulet is already sold. 

I have furnished three or four Reports upon these subjects as regards that part of the District. 

By Mr. Davies.-Ifproduce were shipped away from Tasmania through a Huon Port, a Customs' 
Staff would be required there, involving expense. 

The sum proposed to be expended in Paper 33 is, in my opinion, more than my estimate of the :cost of 
a wooden Tramway direct to Hobart Town. 

· A macadamised road wonld cost much more than a Tramway. The rate of travelling by each would 
be about the same, as a horse's pace with a load is about 2½ to 3 miles per hour. 

Mr. Lemis.-A Tramway could be constructed between Hobart Town and Victoria, Huon, for much 
less than £1000 per mile. · 

I. think I estimated the cost in ov.e of my Reports at about £300 per mile. 

The only advantage attending-the proposed Tramway to North West Bay wouH be as regards the 
timber trade, and even that would require an official staff. The charges for Tramway carriage to North West 
Bay, and freight by vessel to Hobart Town, would be greater than ·cartage or tram conveyance direct to 
Hobart Town by the main line of road. 

A Tramway to Hobart Town would open up all the Country on each side all through. 

By the Colonial Treasurer.-The distance from the margin of the Sandfly Basin to the commencement 
of the descending gradient to Hobart Town is about 7 miles; from thence to Hobart Town the distance is 
about 17 miles. · 

CHARLES DEGRA VES, Esquire, examined. 

By the Colonial T1·easurer.-My opinion of the for~st leading from the Sandfly Rivulet is, that it is 
one of the finest in the Colony, particularly for splitting timber. 

I have penetrated for 5 miles through it. I have been principally engaged in the timber trade nearly 
all my life. -

By Mr. Balfe.-I am also acquainted with the timber forest between Port Esperance and Southport; 
that portion to the left of the .former locality is nearly perfection. 

By the Colonial Treasu1,er.-The distance from Maning's Jetty to the forest is about 3 or 3½ miles. 

By .Lllr. Balfe.-! have not visited the forest at the back of the Franklin. I have been in the forest 
at Cam's Bay : that locality is admirably adapted for the working of a saw-mill; but the timber, though 
good, is not equal to that in the forests I before mentioned. , 

The land at the Sandfly Rivulet is of a moderately good quality. 

I was of opinion, at the time I visited the place, that the outlet at North West Bay was the natural one 
and the best. · 

By llfr •. Lette.-1 am of opinion that the people in the neighbourhood of the proposed line of Tramway 
are too poor to unite with the Government in paying the expenses ; if, however, they are in a position to do 
so, all the better. · ' 

I have seen the proposed schemes. I cannot say that it is desirab!e at present to join Southport and 
Port Esperance with a 'l'ramroad; short lines running more .to the left from Port Esperance would be more 
advantageous, as the land there is good down to the wa,ter's edge. . 

The forest land I before spoke of is moderately good, having about 6 or 8 inches of vegetable soil, 
but not at all equal to the land at the north of the Island. 
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The proposed main line of road to the Huon, as laid down in Paper 33, is sufficiently wide for the 
traffic which is likely to be on it. 

By J.Wr. Lemi~.-[ have been in England lately, and have travelled clonsiderably on Railroads, I do 
not thoroughly appreciate the advantage of transit thereby of such a commodity as coal, which now, in 
England, is for the most part conveyed by canal; but I am fully aware of the advantages derivable in other 
respects from steam locomotion. 

In my opinion an iron Tramroad would be preferable to a wooden one, and would be more economical 
for permanent works destined to develope the resources of extensive forests such as those on the Sandfly 
Rivulet, and between Port Esperance and Southport. 

By J.1:lr. Colonial Treasurer.-! have seen the Tramroads at Honeywood, 

I do not think that putting on iron over wooden rails would answer, as, after being worked, the wood 
becomes uneven, and would be expensive to relevel ; nor am I an advocate for "chair" rails. 

By Mr. Lewis.-You can, with an equal power, convey 3 times the weight on iron that could be drawn 
on wood, . 

I have 4 miles of Tramway down the river, and it keeps a man continually going to keep the wooden 
rails in good order and repair. 

I have seen the Honeywood Tramways. I do not think they are sufficiently durable for the wear and 
tear there. If I were laying down a new line I would give thr. preference to iron rails. 

Iron rails, 20 lbs. to the yard, would be sufficient for a Tramway. 

When in England I had an opportunity of seeing all kinds of rails, and their respective capabilities. 

Rails in Melbourne are sold retail at £11 per ton. The interest o(the cost of iron rails would be less 
than the cost of repairing wooden ones. · 

My line carries about 30,000 feet of timber per week. This is but a small quantity in comparison with_ 
what might be produced at the Sandfly .. 

The proposed lines would, no doubt, increase the population, as the want of such works has drawn the 
sawyers and splitters away. 

It is impossible to get the timber out of the Sandfly basin by the Huon Road, except by going up hill, 
which would never answer. Timber must be conveyed by a descending gradient, if expected to pay. 

I consider that the rails should be laid down to North West Bay, as the natural outlet. 

By Mr. Balfe.-The cost of laying down my Tramway (a wooden one) was about £400 per mile.·· In 
. a more level district £300 per mile would suffice. I believe that good solid work in the shape of wrought 
iron roads might be produced for from £700 to £800 per mile. 
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III. 

ADDENDUM TO REPORT ON REPRODUCTIVE WORKS. 

Southport, 25th July, 1864. 

I BELIEVE the s_cheme of Reproductive Works will be most useful to the 
proposed Works in this ireighbourhood will pay well and quickly; and I think the 
indebted to the present Ministry for bringing forward so good a measure. 

Colony. The 
Colony highly 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 
JOHN KENNEDY, 

The Bonorable the Colonial Treasurer. 

• Southport, 25th July, 1864 . 
Sm, 

I THINK the sch,eme of Reproductive ,v orks_ set forth will, if carried out, be more beneficial to 
the Colony than any measure hitherto promulgated by the Tasmanian Leg·islature. · 

In reference to ~ection 9, I should recommend that one line (Mr. Innes's) only be carried out 
at present; and when the land ,contiguous to that · is partially occupied, that the other line 
(Mr. Hall's) be commenced, so as to avoid outlay until it is absolutely necessary. 

Your obedient Servant, 
JOSEPH GRAVES. 

The Honorable the Colonial Treasurer. 

Sm, 
Port Esperance, 30th JulY,, 1864. 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt .of the Parliamentary Paper, No. 33, on .R.epro­
ductive Works. 

I beg to say that I most fully concur with the scheme for the construction of Tramways in the 
heavily timbered Districts; and with respect to this District in particular, I am of opinion that the 
proposed line from Dover to W a]polc would be most adv:antageous,-opening up, as 'it would, a • 
considerable portion of Crown Land of good quality, and containing large quantities of fine timber 
as will be perceived on reference to the Report of Mr. John Watson, who spoke most favourably oftha{ 
particular District.. · · 

With respect to the proposed lines between Port Esperance and Southport, I should certainly 
recommend the line known as "Innes's Line;" as it woµld open up a large area of splendid agricul­
tural land, covered with an inexhaustible supply of the finest timber. 

I have no doubt that the construction of such roads would co_nduce in a great degree to the 
settlement of a great class of working men. I allude more particularly to splitters and sawyers, 
who are at present suffering great inconvenience for want of such facilities of transport for their 
timber, the present roads being, during a great part of the year, practically impassable, 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, , 

Your obedient Servant, 
HENRY STUBBS. 

To the Bonorable the Colonial Treasurer. 
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Port Esperance, 26tli July, 1864. 
SIR, . 

I BEG to acknowledg~ the receipt of Parliamentary Paper on Reproductive Works. I think 
the measure will be productive of more good to the whole Colony than any which has been proposed 
since the introduction of Responsible Government. · 

I am, Sir, 
Your most obedient Servant, 

JNO. WHOLAGAN. 
Tlie Hon. the Colonial Treasurer. 

Srn, 
Strathblane, 22nd July, 186-L 

I RECEIVED, per fa:vour of Mr. Daldy, a Copy of the Parliamentary Paper No. 33, for any 
remarks that I might forward thereon ·for your information. 

' . 

That the work. proposed for this District will be reproductive I have not the least doubt of, and 
also a great benefit to the community. Good roads is a want that has been long felt. 

That a Tramroad would also further the agricultural interests the following fact will show:­
Some years ago a few persons settled at Lightwood Bottom, now known as Honeywood; about two 
years afterwards I met one of them, he told me he thought they, would have to give up,-for such 
was the state of the roads, it was nearly as much as the produce was worth to cart it to the place of 
shipment. As a last resource, a Company was formed-, and a Tramway ran to it ; since then it has 
become quite a flourishing little place, of which the Hon. ¥ember for Franklin will be able to 
inform you. . 

Having been engaged in the timber trade upwards of fourteen years, I can with confidence say 
that the great drawback to the production of a good article has been the means of conveyance to 
the beach. 

There are many places here that I have no doubt would go a-head quite as well, provided the 
same facilities were offered. 

Tlie Hon. the Colonial Secretary. 

MY DEAR Srn, 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 
W. N. ANDREWARTHA. 

Honeywood, Huon, 19tli July, 1864. 

IN answer to your letter of the 14th instant, requesting me to let you know the views and 
opinions of the District on the Road Scheme, a copy of which came to ·hand wit.h your letter, I beg 
to say that the general opinion in this District is, that previous to passing a Road Scheme the 42nd 
Clause of the Waste Lands Act should be altered, so that the Municipalitiea, Road Trusts·, and 
Companies could _lease timbered lands for a term ·of years, for the purpose of making new roads and 
extencling existing ones, which wou!d ·open up beds of timber to keep tlie splitters employed. N os. 
8 and 9 in the proposed Road Scheme, if carried out, will attract the timber producers from the 
settled Districts, unless some g·eneral measni·e is adopted that will induce the opening up of the 
Road Districts that are not included in the Road Scheme; a severe loss will accrue not only to the 
District, but to those who at considerable expense have opened up beds of timber by means of 
Tramroads. ' 

Yours truly, 

R. HILL. 
J. D. BALFE, Esq., M.H.A. 

Birch's Bay, 27tli July, 1864. 
DEAR Sm, 

I PERCEIVE by the newspapers that the Government are abont to ask for £80,000 for Roads, 
&c. I also observe by Mr. Calder's letter to the Treasurer, and published in the Mercury, that tlie 
principal portion of this money is to be expended in the north. I think the present is the time to 
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endeavour to obtain a grant for the road from Port Cygnet to the Sandfly Road. Mr. Calder, I see, 
mentions in the ·above letter incidentalfy, that when the Huon Road ,is continued to Franklin a· 
branch ought to be extended to Port Cygnet. · 

Practically the Huon Road is now extended to Franklin, the Sandfly Road having its terminus 
on the bank of the River Huon immediately opposite that Town. I think that if the matter is 
properly brought under the notice of the Executive; and sufficiently pressed, there is but little doubt 
that we will obtain the grant. 

In the Petition presented by yourself and Messrs. Cleburne, Perkins, and Tonkin to the 
Governor, two years ago, I went fully into the claim our locality has for consideration in this matter. 
I have no doubt _but that Mr. Perkins has that Petition by him yet ; and if so, I am sure he· will 
look the matter up. 

It is hardly necessary for me to bespeak your attention to this•subject. You'know as well as I 
do the great advantage to be derived by the public of Port Cygnet if direct communication with the 
Capital is established; itnd this road will be a·boon not only to every person residing in the District, 
but will open up some good land, sufficient, I feel assured, to reimburse its cost. 

I think the Treasurer's promptness regarding the jetties in the Channel, moved for by Mr. 
Perkins, is a good omen. I hope you will_not fail to strike the iron while it is hot: . · 

I shall be glad to hear from you if you nave anything to cpmmunicate relating to our District ; 
for although I am about to cease residing at I>ort Cygnet, I still retain my interest there, and shall 
be very glad indeed if I can be instrumental, even in the smallest. way, in obtaining a recogni.tion of 
the claims of that long and utterly neglected locality. 

Yours truly, 
D. MACMILLAN. 

Post Office Peppermint Bay. 
J. D. BALFE, Bsq., M.H.A. 

P.S.-Since writing the above, I thought it as well to address a letter on the subject to Mr. 
Meredith. Perhaps you or Mr. Perkins might ask a question, whether the Treasurer had received 
a communication from Port Cygnet on the su~ject, and.whether the Government intend to take any 
steps "in the matter? I dated my letter to the Treasurer from Port Cygnet. , · 

And in baste yours, 
D. MACMILLAN. 

Do.v,er, 29thJuly, 1864. 
Mv DEAR Srn, 
· I A11,r much obliged to you for forwarding the Paper on "Reproductive Works." I have put 

myself in communication . with the several persons in this neighbourhood whose opinions may be 
considered of any value, and they all coincide with me in thinking that the· Scheme is one w)::iich 
cannot fail to prove beneficial to the Colony. 

Yours faithfully, 
HENRY ,T. DALDY. 

J. D. BALFE, Esq., M.H.A. 

Srn, 
Port Esperance, 29th July, 1864.' 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge receipt of ten copies of Parliamentary Paper No. 33, for 
distribution. 

I have handed them to the several persons m this locality best qualified to judge of the 
subject to which they relate. I append a list of their names; and beg to say that the opinion 
unanimously entertained amongst them is, that the proposed Scheme, if carried out, would be 
the salvatio!l of the Colony. I may add, that several of them agree with me in thinking that 
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the commencement of the second line from Esperance to Southport (i. e. the Western Line), 
prior to the pq,rtial settlement of the land in the vicinity of the line marlted by J1:lr. Innes, would 
not be required, and that the outlay of a considerable sum might thus be deferred and the interest 
saved. 

I have the honor to 'be, 
Sir, 

The Hon. the Colonial Treasurer. 

LrsT of persons to whom papers were handed­

M r. J.B. Boothman, Port Esperance. 
Mr. J. vVholagan, ditto. 
Mr. H. Stubbs, ditto. 
Mr. H: J. Daldy, ditto. 
Mr. J. Hoskins, ditto. 

DEAR Sm, 

Your most obedient Servant, 
. HENRY J. DALDY. 

Mr. J.C. Judd, Port Esperance. 
Mr. D. Chapman, ditto. 
Mr. Davis, ditto. 
Mr. Kennedy, Southport. 
M:r. J. Graves, ditto. 

Musgrove, River Cam, 18th July, 1864. 

I DULY received yours of 30th ultimo, since which Mr. Dooley, accompanied by Mr. Simmons 
our District Surveyor, and myself, proceeded to inspect the Government lands to be affected by 
proposed Tramway. I have every reason to believe that Mr. Dooley's Report will be favourable to 
our project; and I beg to express, on behalf of the settlers and myself, our grateful appreciation and 
thanks for your help in this matter. · 

I am glad to learn that it is in contemplation to amend the extension of Credit Clause in the 
' Land Act, (35th Section). I find that many persons interested, especially those unaccustomed to 

construe Acts of Parliament, are under the impression that credit is allowed for three years to 
come after the 31st March,_ 1864, provided their instalment becomes due before that period, instead 
of three years in arrear. This idea, so. favourable to theii· wishes, it is difficult to disabuse their 
minds of, and will cc1,use trouble if not amended. 

From my observation of the working of the Land Act, I am of opinion that the 30th Section 
(forfeiture) works badly for Settlem.ent,-many persons being deterred and discouraged from 
settling on the land by the risk of losing, after two or three years' occupation, all the labour and 
capital expended, from their not being in a position, through bad crops or some other misfortune, to 
find cash for one year's instalment. I believe that the Agricultural Area System would work well, 
provided personal settlement. were enforced; and that parties wishing to settle could select and 
occupy their lots at once, without delay in waiting· for Land Sales, with the risk of some one 
bidding over them and getting the lots they had selected, which would give them their work and 
trouble over again,~thus expending time and capital which would be more advantageously expended 
on the land, and would perhaps, in many cases, prevent them settling at all. . 

Yours faithfully. 
G. B. B. ELLIOTT. 

R. B. MILLER, Esquire, Attorney-General. 

JA~!ES IlAR!'.ARD, 
GOY ER:'lol F:NT P Rl!'iTER, 1'ASJII A :-,;y.4.. 


