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. Srn, .· 
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I HAVE the h,onor to state that, according to instructions, I have visited Waterhouse; arid 
.. inspected the, reef, and. µi.ade_ a :8hort examination of the country adjoining and for some distance 
• around -it.:. • • . . , . . . . · . . 

I· enclose ~·sketch :plan upon wlric4 the position and dimensions of the areas. occupied by 
-different formations are indicated w~th a~· much precision as the period of my stay permitted. · 

y OU will observe 'that the auriferou~ formatio~, consisting of Silurian sandstones' and clay-slates, 
_intersected by quart_z veins,' occupies an ar~a exte11,ding. in a south-e~st direction_ froin the coast 
cbetween two granitic countries, wl,iich may. be roughly estimated at about five miles· in breadth 
~eas~ring across the basin from ~:E. to ·_'S.W., and- .~welve miles in depth· in the transverse 
drrect10n towards Mount Horror. · · 

: This area.is ov:erlaid, and .tli,e Siluria~ roc]{.s ai'e COI).cealed <tlircmghoui th~. greater part of its 
extent by tertiary deposits of sand and .. quartz gravel. One. ·extension .of tlie same . auriferous 
formation stretches northwards from Mount Horror between the Tomahawk and Boobyalfa Rivers, 

. with an exposed average breadth. of betweeIJ. four an<l five miles, and another .southwards to the 
termination of the ·Billycock Tier, -·in the neighb,ourhood of .the 'i:ownship of Maurice, the entire 
distance from north to south amounting to· twerity-five miles. · · · · 

. : .. . . The ~racite CO{!.~try on :the; no;th-~ast lilllit. of the 'Waterhouse basin cbntains o~e important 
range, the White )lock Tie_r, and several- of.less elevation iri t;he neighbourhood of the Trigonometrical 

·. Statiol).. • That upon the south ;west does no.t rise_ into any very prominent eminenc~. . · . 
" . .. ,. ' ' . ' '' . 

. " . '. Within the basin_Jhe:r;e are ~eve;~{ri~ges ~- fe;w h~~dred.feet in"hdght and upwards, disposed in 
· .directions.-para~lel t.Q. its boundaries. , The µiost)mpor(~nt is a spur from the Mount Horror range, 

culminating in the Bulger Hill, and thence, after . an interruption · for _a mile_ or · tvv-o, · recommencing, 
and running parallel with the River Forester almost to the coast' line, Ariothei; skirts the Oxbury 

i • Plains. along .the. course, 9f the Sheepwash Qreek, _fro pi thEl no_rthern _terIIDnation ~f whi~h extend low 
,,. east an_d west ri1ges i,n which the recent discov~ries :of reefs have be:en:made. ·· ·· · ·· 

• . .. Tiie s~ace:examina~~~- ~fthis country. is'. gr~~tlyJ.i~it~d by overlying "drifts of te1;tiary s~nd 
3:nd shingle,, :which almost e:p.tirely conce~l the ;~\der _1 for~atio_iis for som_e :n,iiles back fr~m the, ~?.ast 

:line, and-.envelope them .to:a_great extent for many wiles mland; To define these with prec1s10n 
would require a very detailed survey. I have orily approximately expressed t~ein upon the chart. 

·_ • The range_s southward pr~sent. an open tj~be,re4 9ountry, easy of exploration, free from dense 
scrub, moder.ateJy ~teep, '.and; with numefO"\lS,. ghllies cop.vE;lrgin'g to the .. tributaries of 'the Sheepwash 

: Creek ~nd:br?,nches of the Fowster ..... Upon .~hese; a~ ;well as·upon the.lower ridges·nearer the coast, 
.,.the sur(ace is frequ~ntlyJiare, of s?µ, ~nd ~~rew~d .-vrith' frag~e'nts_ ~f rock. -~rid t~(3-. de~j:it_of_ qu~rtz 

,.:.,veins.·;. '.. J:;:_,·f:-: '.: · · ··- · • • · · · ~ ' .. ~ •J ·• · • 

'·' ·: . . •. B~i~~e~ the; ;pd~~ipa,1; _;;iige'~:. exten.d )~e~·, . #i~;s~y, :lieatlfr ~l~i~s,' fro~ \~,hi~h project l,~w, 
island-like, flattened timbered ridges, . forest' batiks, arid sa:h'd" hummocks, partialli exposing the ·older 
rocks, and otherwise concealed beneath .-deposited or blown sand. The indication of the existence of 
quartz.reefsJtre numerous_; and,i£ .a fair proportion of them prove on trial to-equal the tested reef in 

,i-ichn'ess, profitable gold.:miriing in Tasmania will soon be an established fact, and this become a great 
J'.: reef:in.g distric.~. -. , ~ ·. 

So little is known yet of the Pioneer reef, from the fact of"its having been opened· only at· one 
point, that it is impossible to speak with certainty even as to its direction, which appears to differ 
materially from that of the majority of reefs opened in the Fingal district, the course being apparently 
15° or 20° east of north and west of south. Other reefs in its vicinity appear to pursue a 



4 
similar course; and should such prove eventually to be the case, the explanation may be afforded by 
the position of the granite masses enclosing the_basin,,.and the supposition that lines of fracture have 
taken place transversely to the direction of the,ir faces; 

I have not yet b_een abl~ to :determine g~nerally, ihe strike of the slate, but _believe it to be north-
westerly. · · : . · . .. .. , ·,: ·. ·,. : : . : · ·· · · · :' · ,,,. 

The Pioneer reef -has not y~t be~n sb'uck 'in either of the shafts n·orth and south of the 
Prospectors claim. · fo the fatter .the. reef has been cut at cine poin~:. the -cap ·on the surface measures 
about twelve feet 'in breadth,, the thickness of the reef at thirty feet along the tirider lay is three feet, 
the underlay is··west; the· ·quartz is rubbly on . the surface :and .for some . distan_ce .downwards, but 
appears to be getting- solid in. depth. The gold is lllost abundant -in'. :ferrµginous· veins extending 
through the body of the reef and along the casing of the hanging walls,. it . is associated with galena, 

.iron pyritefJ,;~11c\ arsenical pyrites, and seems to be especially abundant in a black, chert-like, honey­
comby · stone, which has been followed with good gold in it to the lowest point reached in .. the 
undeday shaft. . T,he sample lately_ crushed consisted, as I am infor¥J,ed by the prospectors, of nearly 
.sixteen hundredw'eight. of' picked stone, and,'four hundredweight of stoqe · taken by ·chance from the 
heap ; the yield nearly thirty ounces, valued by 'the assayer of tl'ie Bank ·of. Australasia .at two 
pounds nineteen shillings and ninepence per ounce. The stone extracted, amounting : to .. one 
hundred and twenty fons, appears to conta:n a fair proportion of gold, a.nd is variously estimated to 
l10ld from,thre_e to five ounces of gold per· ton; a small parcel of·non-~elected ·stone, amounting to 
3½ cwts: previously ti'ansmitted to Melbourne having· yielded at'the rate ·of :3½ ozs·. -of gold per .ton, 
:valued at £3 2s. per oz., in addition to 12 ozs. of silver per t~n .. 

. . Should the· arra~geme:iits relative to the .erection· of :machinery ·riow pending be concluded, as. I 
~1ave every reason to believe will be .the case, :a 'most important impetus· to· -gold-miriing in tliis 
district will be given, and I think rriost satisfactory results eventuate.· · 

I am glad to state that.an auriferous yein has been discovered by Mr. Bartlett in the position 
indicated upon the enclosed plan, for whfoh I ani_ indebted to"the courtesy of the Commissioner, 
.about half a niile, so.uth_ west froin the Prospectors· claiin. . . . . . 

,Alluvial gold h~s been washed out at a spot south west :from the Prospectors cilaim,.and:itiis 
probable that deposits qf v_alue will be struck when th_e ranges·to the southw'ard are explored. · 

I trust that I may be permi_tted to recommend a reconsideration upon the part of the Govem­
me:o,t of the conditions upon which claims are _granted, as it is improbable that capitalists in this 
Colony or Victoria will embark in mining enterprises if the amalgamation ·of claims ·is -limited too 
closely, since many of the reefs crop upon ~uch fow ground that expensive'-inachinery for unwatering 
will be •necessitated aln10st imme<liately aft.er work has been· commenced; and. the discovery of reefs 
.extending beneath the sandy pl~ins indicated upon the eh.art will oiily:be ·made ·by the outlay of 

. capital so considerable t~at it would be unjustifiable unless-the combination· of a 'larger number. of 
:claims is ,permitted than at present. · · · · 

A further extension ~f tim~ before the frill mimbf.>r of men are required to be placed :upon the 
amalgamated claims would also be desirable in ·a spot where it is impossible at present to pro·cure 
skilled labour; the period permitted being scarcely s.ufficient for the_ necessary correspondence, 
,i;election ofminers, equipment of party, and passage to· the ground. This is the more necessitated 
.by there being .only a weekly post ; bu:t, as the ·number. of .'individuals upon the· field will probab_ly 
soon be greatly increased, l venture to ·suggest for your .consideration the desirability of-establishing 
a second post per week. · 

I have .coi:.unuiiicated · with Mr._ ·cuiniinghain relative to· the erection of a jetty foi· the dis­
.embarkation of mii,chinezy. I was ·myself' in fivour. of· one being erected for· immediate and 
.te~porary_:purposes at the Tomaliaw~ River,.feariiig that_great difficulty would' 'be· experienced in 
·transporting heavy machinery from Bridporl to· the 'gold-field at ·this se·ason ··of· the year~ I l~arn, 
however, from Mr. Cunningham that a route may be followed avoiding the chief obstacle, •.viz,, 
Stephenso11's Marsh,; and his full report will state the com,parative merits of the two shipping-places, 
the balance being unmistakeably. in. 'favour-of Briqport. as the· site ·of ariy permanent works. 

. The Hon, :the Colonial T.reasur.tt", 

'11have·;the:-•honor ·to ,be, 
::Sir, 

.¥on~ very, obecli,ent Servant, 

.JAMES BARlfARD, 
GOTBRNKBNT FR1N1'ER1 TASK.ll!l'IA. 

CHARLES' GOULD • 


