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(No. 21.) 

To the Honorable the Legislative Council qf Tasmania, in Parliament 
assembled. 

The Petition of the undersigned Inhabitants residing in the District of Launceston. 

RESPECTFUL:LY SHOWETH: 

THAT your Petitioners are deeply impressed with the importance of true Religion for the 
promotion of the highest interests of mankind; and that they desire the diffusion of religious 
instruction, and the maintenance of Christian ordinances, throughout this Colony. 

That State Aid to Religious Communities in this Colony has been a cause of irritation 
among all classes, both as to the amount of money granted, and the manner of its distribution. 

);hat there are no circumstances existing which render such aid necessary to the continuance 
and extension of Religious ordinances in this_ Colony. 

That, without such aid, schools for Religious instruction, places of Worship, and Ministers 
of Religion would be efficiently sustained among all classes by the voluntary offerings of the 
people ; a much greater interest would be evinced in the subject of Religious instruction, and 
a more fraternal feeling would be manifested by Ministers and c::iurches of different names, 
1·esulting in unity of effort for the general good. · 

That the Revenue of the Colony cannot bear the annual amount now reserved for Eccle­
siastical purposes,-much less can it be looked to for the extension of Religious ordinances into 

· new Districts, and amongst the increasing population of the older Districts of the Colony. 

Your Petitioners, therefore, pray your Honorable House to :c;dopt such measures as will 
relieve the Revenue of this Colony from all charges for Ecclesiasticd purposes. 

And, as in duty bound, your Petitioners will ever pray, &c. 
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