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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTHALlA CONSTITUTION .. 

63 & 64 Vrn'f. CH. 12. 

AN ACT 

TO 

CONSTITU'J'E THE COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 

[9 July, 1900. 

W HEREAS the peciplA · of .New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, 
Queensland, and Tasmania, humbly relying on the.blessing· of Almighty 

God, have agreed to unite in one indissolubl>-l Federal Commonwealth under the 
Crown of the United Kingdom of Great. Britain and Ireland, and under the Con-
stitution hereby established : . 

And whereas it is expedient to provide for the admission into the Common­
wealth of other Australasian Colonies and possessions of the Queen : 

Be it thereforEl enacted by the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, by and with 
the advice and consent of thA Lords Spiritual and Temporal, antl Commons, in 
this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, its follows :-

(No. ,5,5.) 

A..D. 1900. 

] . This Act may be cited as the Commonwealth of Australia Constitution Act. Short title. 
\ 

2. The provisions of this Act referring- to the Queen shall extend to Her Act to extentl to 
Majesty's heirs and successors in the sovereignty of the U nitecl Kingdom. the Queen's suc­

cessors. 

3. It shall be lawful for the Queen, with the advice of the Privy Council, to 
declare by proclamation that, on and after a day therein appointed, not being later 
than one year after the passing of this Act, tlw people of New South \Vales, 
Victoria, South Austrnlia, (.J,ueensland, aud Taslllania, and also, if Her Majesty is 
satisfied that the people of Western Australia have agreed thereto, of \V" estern 
Au~tralia, shall be united in a Federal Commonwealth nnder the, name of the 
Commonwealth of Austni.lia. But the Queen may, at any time after the procla­
mation, appoint a Governor-General for the Commonwealth. 

Proclamation of 
Commonwealth. 

4 .. 'fhe Commonwealth shall be established, and the Constitution of the ·Commencement. or 
Conunonwealth shall. take· effect, on a:,<l after the day SQ appointed. But the Act. 
Parliaments of the several colonies may at auy time after the pas:;ing of this Act 
make any such laws, to come into operatio11 on the day so appointed, as they might 
have made if the Constitution had taken effect at the passing of this Act. 

5. This Act, and all laws made by the Parliament of the Commonwealth under Opera;tio1;1 of the 
the Constitution, shall be binding on. the courts, judges, and people of every State, Constitutwn and 
and of every part of the Commonwealth, .notwithstanding anything iu the Jaws of laws. 

· any State; and the laws of the Commonwealth shall be in force on. all British ships, 
the Queen's ships of war excepted, who~e first port of clearnnce and whose port 
of destination are in the Commonwealth. 



(No. 55.) 

A.D. 1900. 

·Definitions. 

4 

6: "The Commonwealth " shall mean the Commonwealth of Australia as 
established under this Act. 

"The States" shall mean sueh of the Colonies of New South Wales, New 
Zealand, Queensland, Tasmania, Victoria, Western Australia, and South 
Australiri, including the northern territory of South Australia, as for the 
time being· are parts of the Commonwealth, and such colonies or terri­
tories as may be admitted into or established by the Commonwealth as 
States; and each of such parts of the Commonwealth shall be called 
"a State." " . 

'' Original _States" shall mean such States as are parts. of the Commo11-
wealth at its establishment. 

, Repea! of Federal 7. The Federal Council of Australa~ia Act, 1885, is hereby repealed, bnt 
Council A?t. so as not to affect any laws passed by the Federal t:ouncil of Australasia and i11 
48 & 49 Viet. c. 60• -force at the establishment of the Commo11wealth. 

Application of 
Colonial 
:Boundaries Act. 
58 & 59 Viet., c. 34. 

Constitution. 

Chap. I. 
The Parliament. 

Part I. 
General. 

Legislative power. 

Governor-General. 

Salary of Gover­
nor-General. 

Any such law may be repe_aled as to any· State by the Parliament of tl1e 
Commonwealth, or as to any Colony n<it being· a Sta.te by the Parliament thereot: 

8. After the passing· of this Act the Uolonial Boundaries Act, 1895, shall not 
apply to any Colony which becomes a State of the Commonwealth ; but the 
Commonwealth shall be taken to be a self-governing Colony for the purposes of 
that Act. · · • 

9. The Constitution of the Commonwealth shall be as follows:­

THE CONSTITUTION. 

· This Constitution is divided as follows:---

Chapter 1.-The Parliament: 
Part 1.-General : 
Part II.-The Senate: 
Part lil.-The House of Representatives: 
Part IY.-Both Houses of the Parliament: 
Part V .-Po"""Prs of the Parliament: 

Chapter Il.-The Executi.ve Govenn11ent: 
Chapter II I .-The Judicature : 
Chapter IV.-Finance and Trade: • 
Chapter V.-The States: 
Chapter VI.-New States: 
Chapter VIL-Miscellaneous: 
Chapte1· Vlll.-Alteration of the Constitution. 
The Schedule. 

CHAPTER I. 
THE PARLIAMENT. 

p ART !.-GENERAL. 

l. The legislative power of the Commonwealth shall be vested in a Federal 
Parliament, which sliall consist of the Queen, a Senate, and a House of Repre­
sentatives, and which is hereinaftel' called "The J>arliarnent,'' or" The Parliament 
of the Commonwealth." 

2. A Governor-General, appointed by the Queen, shall be Her Majesty',­
representative in the Comm9nwealtb, and shall have and may exei·cise in the 
Commonwealth during the Queen's pleasure, but- subject to· this Constitution, such 
powers and fonctious of the Queen as Her Majesty may be pleased to rissign t" 
him. . 

3. There shall be payable to the Queen out ·of the Consolidated Heven11e 
Fund of the Commonwealth, for the salary of the Governol'-General, an annual 
sum, which, until the Pal'liarnent otherwise provides, shall be Ten Thousaud 
Pounds. 

The salary of a Governor-General. shall not be altered during his continu­
ance in office. 
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· 4. The provisions of. this Constitution 1·elating· to the Governor-General 
extend and apply to the Governor-Genernl for the time being, 01· such person as 
the Queen may appoint to admiuister the Government of the Commonwealth ; 
bnt no snch person shall be entitled to receive any salary from the Commonwealth 
in resped of any other offiee during his administration of the Government of the 
Common wealth. 

,5. The Governor-Ge11eral may appoint such times for holding the sessions of 
the Parliament as he thinks fit, and may also from ti'me to time, by Proclarrli:Ltion 
or otherwise, prorogue the Parliament, a.nd may in like manner dissolve the House 
of Representatives. · 

After any general election the Parliament shall be surnmonecl to meet not 
later than Thirty days after the day appointed for the return of the writs 

The Parliament shall be summoned to meet not later than Six months after 
· the establish-meut of the Commonwealth . 

. 6. There shall be a session of the Parliament once at least in every year, so 
that Twelve months ;;hall not interv·ene between the last sitti11g· of the Padiament 
in one session and its first sitting in the next. session. 

PART II.-Tm;; SENATE. 

7. The Senate shall be composed of senators for• e,tch State, directly chosen by 
the people of the State, voting, until the Parliameut otherwise provides, as one 
electorate. 

But until the Parliament of the Commonwealth otherwise pl'Ovides, the 
Parliament of the state of Queensla.nd, if that State be an Original State, may 
make laws dividing- the State into divisions, and determining the number of 
senators to be .chosen for each division, and in the abs~nce of such provision the 
State shall be one electorate. 

Until the Parliament otherwise provides there shall bA six senators for each 
Original St.ate. 'fhe Parliament may make laws increasing· or diminishing the 
nnm ber of senators for each State, but. so that equal representation of the i-everal 
Original States shall be maintained, and that ·no Original State shall have },3ss than, 
six senators. 

The senators shall be chosen for a term of six yea1·,;, and the names of the 
.senators chosen for each St.ate shall be certified by the Governor to the Governor-
General. • 

8. The qualification of electors of senators shall be in each State that which 
is prescribed by this Constitution, 01· hy the Parliament, as the qualification for 
electors of members of the House of Repre~entatives ; but in the choosing of 
senators each elector shall Yote only once. 

9. The Parliament of the Commonwealth may make laws prescribing the 
method of choosing senators, but so that the method shall be uniform for all the 
States. Subject to any such la,v, the Parliament of each State may make laws 
prescribing the method of choosing the senators for that ::,tate. 

The P..tl'liament of a State may make laws for determining· the times· and 
places of elections of senators for the State. 

10. Until the Parliament otherwise provides, but subject to this Constitution, 
the laws in force i:1 each State, for the 1ime being, relating toJ elections for the more 
numerous House of the J>adiament of the State shall, as nearly as practicable, 
apply to elections of senators I or the State. 
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Provisions ·relating 
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ment. 
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Summoning Parlia­
ment. 
First sessiou, 

Yearly session of 
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Part II. 
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The Senate. 

Qualification of 
electors. 

MP-thod of election 
of senators. 

Times and places. 

Application of 
State laws. 

11. The Senate may proceed to the despatch of business, notwithstanding the Failurn to choose 
failure of any State to provide for its repre~entation in the Senate. senators. 

] '2 .. The Governor of any State may cause writs to be issued for elections of Issue of writs. 
senators for the State. In case of the dissolution of the Senate tlie writs shall be 
issued within ten days from the pr'oclamation of such dissolution. 

13. As soon as may be after the Senate first meets, and iifter each first meeting Rotation of 
of the Senate following a c.!i~solntion thereof, the Senate shall divide the senators senators 
chosen for each State into two classes, as nearly equal in number as practicable; 
and the places of the senators of the first class shall become v.acant at the expiration 
of the third year, a11d the places of tho,;e of the second class at the expiration of 
the sixth year, from the beginning· of their term of service; .and afterwards the 
places of senators shall become vacant at the expiration of six years from the 
be~inning of their term of service: 
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The election to fill vacant places simll be made in the year at the expirntion 
of which the places am to become vacant. 

For the purposes of this section the term of service of a senator shall be taken 
to begin on tbe first clay of January following the clay of' his election, except in the 
cases of the first ele<!tion and of the election next after anv dissolution of the Senate, 
when it shall be taken to begin.on the first day of' Jalll{ary prncecling the day of 
his election. · 

· 14. Whenever the number of senators for ,L State is increased or diminished, 
the Parliament of tlrn Commonwealth may make ::;uch p1·ovision .for the vacating of 
the places of senators for the State as it deems uoc:c.-;s.u-y to maintain regularity in 
the rotation. . 

15. If the place of a senator becomes vacant before the expiration of his term 
of service, the HonstJ,; of Parliament of the State for which he was.chosen shall, 
sitting and voting- together, choose a person to hold the place until the expiration of 
the term, or until the election of a successor as hereinafter provided, whichever first 
happens. But if the Houses of Parliament of the State are not i11 session at the 
time when the vacancy is notified, the Governor of the State, with the advire of the 
Executive Council thereof, may appoint a person to hold the place until the expira­
tion of fourteen <lays after the beginning- of the next session of the Parliament of 
the State, or until the election of a successor, whichever first happens. 

At the next general election of members of the Honse of Representatives, or 
at th<\ next election of senators for the State, whichever first happens, a succe~so1· 
shall, if the term has not then expired, be choseu to hold the place from the elate of 
his election until the expiration of the term. 

The name of any Senator so chosen or appointe"d shall be certified by the 
Governor of the State to the Governor-General.. 

16. The qualifications of a senato1· shall be the same as those of a member of 
the Honse of' Hepresentatives. 

17. The SeHa.te shall, before proceeding to the dispatch of a11y other business, 
• choose a senator to be the Pl'esident of the S2.1rnte; and as often as the office of' 

President becomes vacant. the Senate shall again choose a senator to be the 
President. 

The President shall cease to hold his office if he cettses to be a senator. He 
may be removed from office by a vote of the Senate, or he miiy resign his office or 
his seat by writing-, addressed to the Governor-Geueral. 

18. Before or during any absence of the President, the Senate may choose a 
senator to perform his duties in his absence. 

19. A Senator may, by writing addressed to the President, or to the Governor­
General if there is no Pre~ident or if the President is absent from the Common­
wealth, resign his, place, which thereupon shall beeorne vacant. 

20. The place of a senator shall become vii.eant if for two comecntive months 
of. any session of the Padiament he, without the permission of the Senate, fails to 
attend the Seuate. 

21. ·vvhenever a vacancy happens in the Senate, the President, or if there is 
no President, or if the PJ"Csident is abseut from the Commonwealth, the Go\'ernor­
General shall notify the same to the Governor of the State in the represe11tation of 
which the vacancy has ha ppenecl. 

22. Until the Parliament otherwise provides, the presence of at least one­
third of the whole number of the senators shall be necessary to constitute a meeting 
of the Senate f'Qr t.he exercise of its powers. . 

23. Questions arising in the Senate shall be determined by a majority of votes 
and each sena.tor shall have one vote. The President shall i11 all cases be entitled 
to a vote; and when the votes a:re equal the question shall pa.ss in the negative. 

PART III.-Tm~ HousE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

24. The House of Represe11tatives shall be composed of members directly 
chosen by the people of-the Commonwealth, and the number of ~nch rnemberf) 
shall be, as nearly as pmcticablei twice th~ 1rnmbe\· of th~ sena~ors1 
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The num her of members chosen in the several States shall be in ·proportion to A.D. 1900. 
the respective numbers of their people, and shall, until the Parliament otherwise 
provides, be determined, when ever necessary, in the following manne1· :-

( r.) A quota shall be ascertained by dividing the number of the people of 
the Cmnmonw.ealth, as shown by the latest statistics of the Common• 
wealth, by twice the number of the senators : 

(n.) The number of members to be chose_n in each State shall be deter­
mined by dividing the number of the peopl!=) of the State, as shown 
by the latest statis1ics of the Commonwealth, by the quota; and if 
on such division there is a remainder greater than one-half of the 
quota, one more member shall be chosen in the State. 

But notwithstanding anything in this section, five members at least shall be 
chosen in each Original State. 

25. For the purposes of the last section, if by the law of any State all persons Provision as to 
of any race are disqualified from voting at elections for the more numerous races disqualified 
House . of the Parliament of the State, then, in reckoning the number of the from voting. 
people of the State or of the Commonwealth, persons of that race re,;ident in that 
State shall not be counted. 

26. Notwithstanding anything· in section twenty-four, the number of members Representatives in 
to be chosen in each State at the first election shall be as follows : first Parliament. 

New South Wales........................ twenty-three; 
Victoria ............ ... ... ... ... . . . ....... ... twenty; 
Queensland................................. e~ght; 
South Austra:lia . .. .. .. . . . .. .. .. .. . .. .. . .. . six; 
Tasmania ...................... -.............. five; 

Provided that if Western Australia is an Original State, the numbers shall be as 
follows:-

New South ,vales· .... : .................. . 
Victoria ........ ,', ........................ .. 
Queensland ................................ . 
South Australia .......................... . 
Western .l\.ustralia ...................... .. 
Tasmania .................................... ' 

twenty-six ; 
twenty-three; 
nine; 

. seven; 
five; 
five, 

27. Subject to this Constitution, the Parliament may make laws for increasing Alteration of 
or· diminishing the number of the members of the House of Repr_e,;entatives. immber o1 mem­

bers. 

28. Every House of Representatives shall continue for three years from the Duration c,f House 
first meeting of the House, and no longer, but may be sooner dissolved by the of Represe:itatives. 
Governor-General. 

. 29. Until the Parliament of the Commonwealth otherwise provides, the Electoral divisions. 
Parliament of any State may make laws for determining the divisions in each 
State for which members of the House of Rep1'esentatives may be chosen, and the 
number of members to be chos·en foi' each divisi011. A division shall not be formed 
out of parts of different States. 

In the absence of other provision, each State shall be one electorate. 

30, Until the Parliament otherwise provides, the q ualifieation of electors of Qualification of 
_members of the House of Representatives shall be in each State that which is electors. 
prescribed by the law of the State as the qnalification of electors of the mo1;e 
numerous House of Parliament of the State; but in the choosing of members each 
elector shall vote only once. 

. 31. Uutil the Parliament otherwise provides, but rnbject to this Constitution, 
the laws in force in each State for the time being relating to elections foi• the mol'8 
numerous House of the Parliament of the State shall, as nearly as pi·acticable, 
apply to elections in the State of members of the House of Representatives. 

32. The Governor-General in Council may cause writs to be issued for general 
elections of members of the House of Representatives. 

· Afte1; the first general election, the writs shall be issued within ten days from 
the .expiry of a House of Representatives or from the proclamation of a dis~olution 
·thereof. · 

Applicaticn o( 
State laws. 

Writs for general 
election, 

· . 33. Whenever a vacancy happens in the House of Representatives, the W1~ts forvacandes, 
,Speaker shall issue his writ for the election of a new member, or if there is· no 
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Speaker or if he is absent from the Commonwealth the Governor-General iri 
Council may issue the wri_i. 

34. Until the Parliament otherwise provides, the qualifications of a member. of 
the House of Representatives shall be as follows :-

r. He must be of the full age of twenty-one year,;, and must be an elector 
entitled to vote at the election of members of the House of Representa­
tives, or a person qualified to become such elector, and must have been 
for three years at the least a resident within the limits of the Common­
wealth as existing at the time when he is chosen: 

n. He must be a subject of the Queen, either natural-born, or for at least 
five years naturalised under a law of the United Kingdom, or of a 
Colony which has become or becomes a State, or of the Commonwealth, 
or of a State. 

~5. The House of Representatives shall, ]y~fore proceeding to the despatch of 
any other business. choose a-member to be the Speaker of the House, and as often 
as the office of Speaker becomes vacant the House shall ag·ain choose a member to 
be the Speake1·. 

The Speaker shall cease to hold his office if he ceases to be a member. He 
may be removed fr6m office by a vote of the Honse, or he may resign his office Ol' 

bis seat by w1·iting addressed to the Governor-General. 

36. Before or during any absence of the Speaker, the House of Representatives 
may choose a member to perform his duties in his absence. 

37. A member may by writing addressed to the Speaker, or to the Governor­
General if there is no Speaker or if the Speaker is absent from the Commclllwealth, 
resig·n his place, which thereupon shall become vacant. 

38. The place of a member shall become vacant if for two consecutive months 
· of any session of the Parliament he, without the permission of the House, fails to 
attend the House. 

39. Until the Parliament otherwise provides, the presence of at least one-third 
of the whole number of the members of the House of Representatives shall be 
ne(lessary to constitute a meeting of the House for the exercise of its powers. 

40. Questions arising in the House of Representatives shall be determinecl° by 
a majority of votes other than that of the Sp13aker. The Speaker shall not vote 
unless the numbers are equal, and then he shall have a casting vote. 

p ART lV.-BOTH HOUSES OF THE p ARLIAll!EllI'I'. 

41. No adult person who has or acquires a right to vote at elections for the 
more numerous House of the Parliament of a State shall, while the 1·ight 
continues, be prevented by any law of the Commonwealth from voting at elections 
for either House of the Parliament of the Commonwealth. · 

42. Every senato1; and every member of the House of Representatives shall 
before taking his seat make and subscribe before the Governor-General, or some 
person authorised by him, an oath or aflfrmation of alleg·iance in the form set forth 
in the schedule to this Constitution. 

43. A member of eithei· House of the Parliament shall be incapable of being 
chosen or of sit.ting as a mem\;>er of the other House. · 

44.. Any person who-
(1.) ls under any acknowledgment of allegiance, obedience, ol' adherence 

to a foreign power, or is a subject or a citizen or entitled· tu the rights 
or privileges of a· subject or a citizen of a foreign power: or 

(n.) Is attainted of treason, or has beeu convicted and is under sentence, or 
subject to be sentenced, for any off'ence punishable under the law of 
the Commonwealth or of a State by imprisonment for one year or 
longer: or 

. (III.) Is an undischarg·ed bankrupt or insolvent: or 
(Iv.) Holds any office of profit under the -Crown, or any pension payable 

during the pleasure of the Crown out of any of the revenues of the 
Commonwealth : or 
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(V.) Has any direct or indirect pecuniary interest in any agreement with the A.D. 1900. 
Public Service of the Commonwealth otherwise ·thai1 as a member 
and in common with the other rnembel"s of an i11corporated company 
consisting of more than twenty-five persons: 

shall be incapable of being· chosen or of sitting as a senator or a member of the 
House of Representatives. 

But sub-section IV. does not apply to the office of any of the Queen's Ministers 
of State for the Commonwealth, or of any of the Queen's Mini:;ters for a State, 
or to the receipt of pay; half pay, or a pension by a11y person. as an otticer or 
member of the Queen's navy or army, or to the receipt of pay as an officer or 
member of the naval or military forces of the Comrnouwealth by any person whose 
services are not wholly employed by the Commonwealth. 

Vacancy on hap-45. 1f a senator or member of the House of Representatives-
(!.) Becomes subject to any of the disabilities mentioned in the last 

ing section : or 
preced- pening of disquali­

fication. 

(n.) Takes the benefit, whether by assignment, composition, or otherwise, of 
any .law relatin:; to bankrupt or insolvent debtors: or 

(111.) Directly or indirectly takes or agrees to take auy fee or honorarium for 
services rendered to the Commonwealth, or for services rendered in 
the Parliament to any person or State : 

his place shall .thereupon become vacant. 

46. Until the Parliament otherwise provides, any person declared by this 
Constitution to be incapable of ~itting as a senator or as a member of the· House 
of Representatives shall, for every day on which he so sits, be liable to pay the 
sum of one hundred pounds to any person who sues for it in any Court uf com­
petent jurisdiction. 

47. Until the Parliament otherwise provides, any question respecting· the 
qualification of a senator or of a member of the House _of Hepresentatives, or 
respecting· a vacancy in either House of the Parliament, and any question of a 
disputed election to either House, shall be determined by the House in which the 
question arises. 

48. Until the Parliament otherwise provides, each se11at.or and each member 
of the House of Represeu tatives shall receive an allowance of four hundred pounds 
a year, to be reckoned from the day on which he takes his seat. 

49. The powers, privileges, and immunities of the Senate and of the House 
of Represeutatives, and of the members and the Committees of each House, shall 
be such as are declared by the Parliament, and nntil declared shall be those of the 

.Commons House of Parliament of the United Kingdom, and of its members and 
Committees, at the establishment of the Commonwealth. 

Penalty for sitting 
when disqualified. 

Disputed electio1rn. 

Allowance to 
memb(•t·s. 

Privileges, &c., of 
Houses. 

50. Each House of the Pal'liament may make rules and orde1·s with ·re·spect Rules and orders. 
to-

(1.) The mode in which its powers, privileges, and immunities may be 
exercised and upheld: 

(n.) The order and conduct of its business and proceedings either sep::tratAly or 
jointly with the other House. 

PAR'r v.-PowERS OF THE PARLlAMEN'J'. 

51. 11he Parliame11t shall, subject to this C,rnstitution, have powe1· to make 
laws for 'the peace, order, and. good government of the Commonwealth with 
tespect tu : -:-

( r.; Trade and commerce with other countries, a.rid amoug the States: 
(n.) Taxation; but so as not to discriminate between t,tates or parts of 

· States: . 
(ru.) llotiuties on the proLluction or export of goods, but so that such bouuties 

shall be u11ifonn throughout the Commonwealth : • • 
. (1v.1 Borrowiug 111011ey on the public credit of the Commonwealth: 

~ v.) Postal, teleg·,·a phic, telephonic, and uther like services : 
(v1.) The naval and military defence of the Commonwealth and of the 

several States, and t'he control of the forces to execute and maintain 
the laws ot· the Commonwealth: 

,vu.)' Lighthouses, lightships, beacons, and buoys; 

Part -V. 
Powers of the 
Parliament. 

Legislative power.~ 
of the Parliament. 
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(vm.) Astronomical and meteorological 0bservatio1is : 

(IX.) Quarantine: 
(x.) Fisheries in Australian waters beyoud territorial limits: 

(x1.) .Census and statistics: 
(xu.) Currency, coinage, and legal tender: 

(xin.) Banking, other than State banking; also State banking extending be~ 
y01.1d the limits of the Stat.e concerned, the incorporation of banks, 
aud the iRsue of paper money : 

(xiv.) Insurance, other than :,tate insurance ; also State msurance extending 
beyond the limit.s of the State concerned : 

(xv.) Weights and measures: 
(xv1.) Bills of exchange and promissory ·notes: 
(xvn.) Bankruptcy and insolvency: 

(xvm.) Copyrights, patents of inventions a ud designs, and trade marks: 
(XIX.) l'i aturalisatiun and aliens: · 
(xx. l Foreig·n corporations, and trading 01· financial corporations formed 1vithin 

the Ji•mits of the Commonwealth: 
(xx1.) Marriage: 

(xxn.) Divorce and matrimonial causes; and in relation thereto, parental 
rights, and the custody and guardianship of infants: 

(xxrn. 1 In valid and old-ag·e pensions: 
(xxiv.) The service and execution throughout the Commonwealth of the civil 

and criminal process and the j udgments of the courts of the States: 
(xxv.) The recognition throughout the Commonwealth of the laws, the public 

Acts and records, and the judicial proceedings of the States : 
(xxv1.) The people of any race, other than the aboriginal race in any State, for 

whom it is deemed necessary to make special laws: 
(:xxvn.) Immigration and emigration: 

(xxvnr.) Influx of criminals: 
xxrx.) External affairs : 
(xxx.) The 1·elations .of the Commonwealth with the islands of the Pacific: 

(xxx1.) The acquisition of property on just terms from any State or person for 
any purpose in respect of which the Pa1'liament has power to make 
laws: 

(xxxn.) The control of railways with respect to tra1isport for the naval and 
military purposes of the Commonwealth : 

(xxxm.j The acquisition, with the consent of a State of any railways of the 
State on terms arranged between the Commonwealth and the State: 

(xxx1v., Railway construction and extension in any State with the consent of 
that State: 

(xxxv.) Conciliation and arbitration for the preveut.ion and settlement of indus­
trial disputes extending beyond the limits of any one St.ate : 

(xxxvi.) Matters in respect of which this Con~titution makes provision until the 
Parliament otherwise provides: 

(xxxvn.) Matters referred to the Pai'liament of the Commonwealth by the 
Parliament or ParliameHts of any State or States, but so that the 
hrn1 shall ext.el!d only to States by whose Parliaments the matter is 
referred, or which afterwards adopt the law : 

(xxxV'III.) The exercise within the Commonwealth, at the 1·equest or with the con­
currence of the Parliaments of all the States directly concerned, of 
any power which can at the establishment of this Constit:u tion be 
exercised only by the Parliarnent of the United Kingdom or by the 
Federal Council of Australasia: 

(xxx1x.) Matters incidental to the execution of any power vested by this Con­
stitution in the Parliament or in either House thereof; or in the 
Government of the Commonwealth, or in the Federal Jndicature, 01· 

in any department or officer of the Commonwealth. 

Exclusive powe1·s · 52. The Parliament shall, subject to thi,; Constitution, have exclusive powei· to 
of the Parliament. make laws for the peace, order, and good government of the Commonwealth with 

respect to~ 

(;-) 

(n.) 

(III.) 

The seat of government of the Commonwealth, and all places acq11ired 
, by the Commonwealth for public purp,ises: 
Mutters reiating to auy department. of the public service the control of 

which is by this Constitution transferred to the Executive Govern­
ment of tlie Commonwealth: 

0 ther matters cfr,clared by this Constitution to he within the exclusive 
power of. the Parliament. 

• 
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53 Proposed laws appropriating revenue or moneys, or nnpos111g taxation, 
shall not originate in the Senate. But a. proposed law shall not be taken to 
appropriate revenue or moneys, or to impose taxation, by reason only 6f' its con­
taining· provisions for the imposition 01· appropriation of fines or oth1>r pecuniary 
penalties, or for the demand or paynient or appropriation of fees for licences, 01• 
fees for services under the proposed law. 

The Senate may not amend proposed laws imposing ta·xation, or proposed 
laws appropriating· revenue or moneys for the ordinary annual services of the➔ 
Government. · 

The Senate may n~t amend any proposed law so as to increase any proposed 
charge 01· .burden on the people. 

The Senate may at any stag·e return to the House of Representatives any 
proposed law which the Senate may not amend, requesting, by messi1ge, the 
omis~ion or amend rnent of any items or provisions therein. And the House of 
Representatives may, if it thinks fit, make any of such omissions 01· amendments, 
with or witbout modifications. 

Except as provided in this section, the Senate shall have equal power with the 
House of Representatives in respect of all proposed laws. 

(No, 55.) 

A.D. 1900. · 

Powers of the 
Hou8es in respect 
gf legislation, 

54. The proposed law which appropriates r~venue or moneys for the ordinary AppropriationBills. 
annual services of the Government shall deal only with such appropriation. 

55. Laws imposing- taxation shall deal only ~ith the imposition of taxation, Tax Bills. 
nnd any prnvision therein dealing with any other matter sht>.ll be of no effect. 

Laws imposing taxation, exeept iaws imposing duties of customs or of excise, 
shall deal with one subject of taxation ouly; but laws. imposing duties ?f customs 
shall deal with duties of customs only, and laws imposing duties of excise shall deal 
with duties of excise only. 

56. A vote, resolution, or proposer! law for the appropriation of revenue or Recommendatiocof 
moneys shall not be passed unless the purpose of the appropriation has in the same money votes. 
session been recommended by message of the Governor-General to the House in 
which the proposal orig;inated. 

57. If the· House of Representatives passes any proposed law, and the Senate 
r~jects or fails to pass it, or passes it with amendments t6 which the House 
of' Representatives will not agree; and if after an interval of three months the 
House of Representatives, in the same or the next ~essio.n, again passes the 
proposed law with or without any amendments which have been made, suggested, 
or agreed to by the Senate, and the Seu ate rejects or fails to pass it, or passes it_ 
with amendme11ts to which the House of He.presentatives will not agree, the 
Governor-General may di~snlve the Senate and the House of Representatives 
simultaneously. But such dissolution shall not take place within six months 
before the date of the expiry of the House of Hepresentatives hy effluxion 
of time. 

If after such dissolution the House of Representatives again passes the pro­
posed law, with or without any amendnieuts which have been made, suggested, or 
agreed to by the Senate, and the Senate rrjects or fails to pass it, or passes it with 
amendments to which the Honse of Representatives will not agree, the Governor­
General may conve11e a joint sitting of the members of the Senate and of the 
House of Representatives. , 

The members prosent at the joint sitting may deliberate and shall vote together 
npon the proposed law as last proposed by the House of Repre~entatives, and upon 
amendments, if any, which have bePn made therein by one Honse and not.· agreed 
to by the other, and any such arnendrnents which are affirmed by an absolute 
majority of the total number of the rrnrn1 bers of the Senate and House of Hepre­
sentat.ives shall be taken to ha \·e been carried, and if the proposed law, with the 
amendments, if any, so carried is affirmed by an absolute majority of the total 
number of the members of the Senate and House of Representatives, it shall be 
taken to have been duly passed by both Houses of the Parliament, and shall be 
presented to the Governor-General for the Queen's assent. 

5H. vVhen a proposed law passed by both Houses of the Parliament is pre­
sented to the Governor-Geneml for the Queen's assent, he shall dedare, according 
to his discretion, but s11l~ect to this Constitntion, that he assents in the Queen's 
name, or that he withhold;; assent, or that he reserves the law for the Queen's 
pleasure . 

. The Governor-General may return to the House in which it originated any 
proposed law so presented to him, and may transmit therewith any amendments 
which he mar recommendl !),nq tlie !:3 ~uses mar deal with thf;) rec;oqp:~iencl11:tion1 

Disagreement 
between the 
Houses. 

'Royal asHent to 
Bilis. 

Recommendations 
by Govemor­
G,enero,l, 

r 
\ 
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, . 59., The Queen may di,:allow any law within one year from the Governor­
Gene1·al s assent, aud such di~allowance on bei11g made k111,w11 by the Governor­
General by Rpeech or 111essngA to ea cir of the H unses of the Parliament, or by Pro­
clamation, shall annul the law from the day when the clisallowance is so made 
known. · 

60. A proposed ·law· reserl'ed for the Queen's pleasure shall not have any force 
unless and until within two yearR fro111 the day on which it was presented to the 
Governor-General for the Queen's assent the Governor-General makPs known, by 
speech or messag·e to each of the Houses of the Parliament, or by Proclamation, 
that it has received the (~ueen's assent. · · 

CHAPTER II. 

THE EXECUTIVE GOVERNMENT. 

61. The executive power of the Gommonwealth is vested in the Qneen and is 
exercisable by the Governol'-General as the Queen's representative, and exten~ls to 
the execution and maintenance of this Constitutiou, and of the laws of the Common'. 
wealth. 

62. Ther~. slrnll be a Federal E:,_ecutiv~ Council to ad rise the Govemor­
General in the government of the Uonunouwealth, and the me111bers of tlie Council 
shall be chosen aud summonea. bv the Governc>r-General arid sworn as Executive 
Councillors, and shall hold office Zluring his pleasure. 

63. Tlie provisions uf this Constitution referring to the Governor-General in 
Council -shall be construed as referring to the Governnr-Generill acting wit.h t.he 
advice of' the Federal Executive Council. 

64. 'l'he Governor-General may appoint officers to administer such depart­
ments of State of the Commonwealth as the Governor-General in Council may 
establish. 

Such officers shall hold office during the pleasure .of the Governor-General. 
They shall be members of the Federal Executive Council, aud shall be the Queen's 
l\Iinisters of State for the Commonwealth. · 

After the Ill'St g·eneral election no Minister of State shall hold ,office fol' a­
longer period than three months, unless he is or be(:<>mes a senator or a member of 
the House of Representatives. 

· 65. Until the Parliament otherwise provides, the Ministers of State shall not 
exceed seven in number, aud shall hold such offict'S as the Parliament prescribes, or, 
in the absence of provision, as-the Governor-Genernl direct:,;, 

(i6, There shall be payable to the Queen, out of the Consolidated Revenue 
Fund of tire Cummonwealth, for the_salaries of the·J.VIinisters of State, an annual 
sum which, until the Parliament otherwise provides, shall not exceed twelve 
thousand pounds a year. 

67. Until the Parlia111ent otherwise provides, the appointme11t. and removal of 
all other officers of the Executive Government of the Commonwealth shall be 
vestP<l in the Governor-Geueraf in Council, unless the appoi11tme11t. is delegated by 
the Governor-General in Council or by a la'.w of the Com111011wealth to some other 
authority. 

68. The command in chief of the naval and· military forces of tile Common­
wealth is vest.ed in the Governnr-Ge11eral as the Queen's ·representative. 

6!J. ·on a date or dates _to be pr,iclaimed by the Gowmor-General after the 
establishment of the Commonwealtli the followi11g-· departments of the public 
service in each State shall become transferred to the Coumiori'wealth :-

Po:,t~, telegraphs, and relephoues : 
1\ a val and military clefouce : 
Lighthouses, lightships, beacons, and buoys : 
Quarantine. 

But the depart111ents of customs and of exci,e in each State shall become 
transferred to th~ Com~no11wea.lth 011 its establislrri10·11t; 
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70. In respect of mat.tel's which, unde!' this Constittition, pass to the Executive 
Governmeut of the Commonwealth, all p.,wers aud functions which, at the 
establishment. of the Counoonwealtb, are vested in the Governor of a Colony oi- in 
the Governor of a Colon~' with the advice of his Executive Council, or in a11y 
authority of a Colony, shall vest in the Governor-General, OJ' in the Governol'­
General in Council, or in the a.uthority exercising simila1· powers under the Com­
monwealth, as the case requires. 

CHAPTER III. 

THE JUDICATURE. 

(No. 55.) 

A.D. 1900. 

Certain powers of 
Governors to vest ia 
Govr,rnor-General. 

Chap. III. 
The J nrlicature. 

7 I. The judical power of the Commonwealth shall be vested in a Federal Judicial power aml 
Supreme Court, to be called the High Court of Australia, and in such other Courts. 
federal comts as the Parliament creates, and in such other com·ts as it invests with 
federal j11risdiction. The Hig·h Cour;:; shall consist of a Chief Justice, and rn many 
other Justices, not less than two, as the Parliament presCJ·ibes. 

72. 'l'he Justices of the High Court aud of tbe othel' courts created by the Juclgl1s' appoi11t-
Parliament- ment, tenure, and 

(I,) 

(II,) 

(III.) 

Shall be appointed by the Govern01·-General in Council: 
Shall not be removed except by the Guvernor-General in Council, on /lll 

address from both Houses of the Parliament iu the same session, 
praying for su<'h nrn1oval on the ground of proved misbehaviour or 
incapacity : 

Shall receive such remuneration as the Parliament may fix; but the 
rem uueration shall not be diminisbeJ cl nring their c,rntinuance in office. 

73. The High Court shall have jurisdiction, with such exceptions and subject 
to such reguhttions as the Parliament prest:ribe,;, to he,u· am] determine appeals 
from all judgmet1ts, decree.,, orde1·~, aud seutences-

,,I.) Of any ,Tustice or Justiees exerci,;ing the original j11riscliction of the 
Higl1 Court: . 

(H.) Of any other federal court, or court exerci~ing- fe<leral jtll'is<liction; or 
of tlie Supreme Cour;; of any State, 01· of auy othe1· Court of auy 
State from which at the esiablishment of the Commonwealth an 
appeal lies to the Queen iu Council: 

. III.) Of the I 11 ter-State Co!ll rnis~io11, but as to questions of law oulv : 
and the judgmeut of the High Cuurt in all i;uch cases shall be final. a"i1d 
conclusive. 

But no Pxception or regulation prescribed by the Parliament shall prevent the 
Hig·h Court from hearing and detenuiniug any appeal frou1 _ the Supreme Court 
of a State i11 any timtter in .whieh at the estalilishmellt of the Com1110nwealth an 
appeal lies from snch Supreme Court to the Qureu iu C1>u11cil. 

Until the Padiame nt ot henvi~e pl'ovides, the conditions of and rPstFictions on 
appPals to the QuPen in Council from the Supreme Courts of tbe several States 
t-hall be apµ!icable to appeals from them to the High Court. 

74/ No appeal shall be _pennirtecl to the Queen in Council from a· decision 
of the High Co11rt upon any question h_owsoever ari~ill/i: as to the limits inter se 
of the Coustitutional powers of the Com rncirrn, ealt.h an cl those of any State or States 
ol' as to th~ li111its inter se of t.he Co1tstitutiollal powers of any two OJ' 111ore Statrs, 
uuless the High Court shall cel'tifY that the questio11 is one which ou~ht tri be 
determined by Her 'Majesty in Council. 

The High Court ma,y so cel'tiiy if sati~fied tliat for any special reason the 
certificate should be gTanted, and thereupon a11 appeal shall lie to He!' Majesty in 
Council on the question without further leave. 

Except as provided in this section, thi~ Constitution shall not impair any right 
which the Queen may be pleased to exercise by virtue of Her Hoyal prerogative 
to grant ~pecial ]pave of appeal froti1 the High Court to Her Majesty in Council. 
The Parliament lllay make laws limiting the matters in ""bich such leave may be 
asked, but proposPd laws containing- any such limitation shall be reserved by tlie 
Governor-General for Her Majesty's pleasure. 1 

75. In all matters-
(1.) Arising• under any treaty : 

•(II.) Affecting- consuls or other representatives of other countries : 
(n1.) lu·which the Commonwealth, or a'pel'son suing or being sued on behalf of 

the Commonwealth, is a partr : ' 

remuneration. 

Appellate j ur'.s­
d icti on of H:gh 
Court. 

Appeal to Queen in 
Council, 

Original juris­
diction of High 
Court. 
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(Iv.) Between States, or between residents of different States, or between a 

State and a resident of another State : 
(v.) In which a writ of mandamus or prnhibiti.011 or an i.njnnctiou is sought 

again,;t an officer of the Commonwealth 
the High Court shall have original jurisdiction. 

. 76. The Parliament may make laws co11ferring· original jurisdictio11 on the 
High Court in any matter-

(!.) Arising under this Constitution; or involving its interpretation: 
(IT.) Ari~ing under any laws made by the Parliameut: 

(u1.) Of Admiralty and maritime jurisdiction: 
(Iv.) Relating to the same subject-matter claimed L1!1der the laws of different 

States. · 

77. With respect to any of the matters mentioned in the last two sections the 
Parliament may make law,:- · 

(r.) Defining the jurisdiction of any federal court othe1· than I he High 
Court: 

(rr.) Defining the extent to which the jurisdiction of any federal court shall 
be exclusive of that which belongs to or is invested in the courts of 
the States: 

(m.) Investing any court of a State with federal juri;;diction. 

78. The Parliament may make laws conferring rights to proceed ag·ainst the 
Commonwealth or a State in respect of watters within the limits of the judicial 
powe1·. 

Number of judges. 79. The federal jurisdiction of ;tny court may be exercised by such number of 
judg·es as the J=>arliament prescribes. 

Trial by jury. 

Chap. IV. 
Finance am! '!'rad~. 

Consolidated 
_Revenue Fund. 

Expenditure 
charged thereon, 

Money to be 
appropriated by 
luw. 

Transfer of officers. 

80. The trial on indictment of any offouce against any law of the Common­
wealth shall be by jury, and every such trial shall be held in the State where the 
offence was committed, and if the offence was not committed within any State the 
trial shall be held at such place or places as the Parliament prescribes. 

CHAPTER IV. 

FINANCE AND THADE. 

81. All revenues or moneys raised or received by the Executive Government 
of the Commonwealth shall form one Consolidated Revenue Fund, to be appro­
priated for the purpose,, of the Commonwealth in the manner and subject to the 
charges and liabilities imposed by this Constitution. 

82. The costs, charges,.and e~penses incident to the collection, management, 
and receipt of the C$msolidated Revenue Fund shall form the first charge thereon; 
and the revenue of the Commonwealth shall in the first instance be applied to the 
payment of the Expeuditure of the Commonwealth. 

83. No money shall be drawn from the Treasury of the Commonwealth except 
under appropriation made 1/y law. 

But until the expiration of one month after the first meeting of the Parliament 
the Goveruor-General in Council _may draw from the Treasury and expend such 
moneys as may be necessary for the maintena11ce of any department transferred to 
the Commonwealth and for the holding of the first elections fo1· the Parliament. 

84. When any department of the public service of a State becomr,s transferred 
to the Commomvealth all officers of the department shall become subject to the 
control of the Executive Government of the Commonwealth. · 

Any such officer who is not retained in the service of rhe Commonwealth shall, 
unless he is appointed to some other office of equal flrnolument in the public service 
of the State, be entitled to receive from the State any pension, gratuity, or other 
compensation payable under the law of the State 011 the abolition of his office. 

Any such officer who is retained in the service of the Commouwealth shall 
preserve all his existing and accrni11g· rights, and shall be entitled to retire from office 
at the time, ~tnd on the pension or retiring a llowancP. which would be pennitted by 
the law of the State if his service with the Connnonwealth were a con tin nation of his 
~ervice wjtl~ the State! Such pension or retirin~f allowance shall be paiJ to him hr 
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tlrn Commonw~alth ; but the State shall pay to the Commonwealth a part thereof, A.D. 1900. 
to be ea lculated on the proportion which his term of service with tlrn State bears to 
his whole term of service, and for the purpose of the calculation his salary shall be 
taken to be that paid to him by the State at the time of the transfer. 
. Any officer who is, at the establishment of the Commonwealth, in the public 
service of a titate, and who is, by consent of the Governor of the State with the 
advice of the Executive Council thereof, transferred to the public service of the 
Commonwealth, shall have the same rights as if he had been an offic~r of a depart­
ment transferred to the Commonwealth and were retained in the service of the 
Commonwealth. · 

85. When any department of the public service of a State is transferred to the 
Commonvrealth-

(J.) All property of the 8tate of any kind, used ex<'.lusively in connection 
with the department, shall become vested in the Commonwealth; 
but, in the case of the departments controlling· customs and excise 
and bounties, for such time only as · the Governor General in 
Council may declare to be necessary: 

(n.) The Commonwealth may aequire any property of the State, of any 
kind. used, but not exclusively used in Cl>nnection with the depart• 
ment ; the value thereof shall, if no agreement can be made, be 
ascertained in, as nearly as may be, the manner in which the value 
of land, or of an interest in land, taken by the State for public pur­
poses is ascertained under the law of the State in force at the 
establishment of the Commonwealth: 

(m.) The ·Commonwealth shall compensate the State for the value of any 
property passing to the Commonwealth under this section ; if no 
agreement can be made as to the mode of compensation, ,it shall be 
determined under laws to be made by the Parliament : 

(1v.) 'l'he Commonwealth shall, at the date of the transfer, assume the 
current obligations of the State in respect of the department trans­
ferred. 

86. On the establishment of the Commonwealth, the collection and control of 
duties of customs and of excise, and the control of the payment of bounties, 
shall pass to the Executive Government of the Commonwealth. 

87. During a period of ten years after the establishment of the Common• 
wealth and thereafter until the Parliament otherwise provid(!s, of the net revenue 
of the Commonwealth from duties of customs and of excise not more than one­
fourth shall be applied annually by the Commonwealth towards its expenditure. 

The balance shall, in accordance with this Constitution, be paid to the several 
States, or applied towards the payment of interest on debts of the several States 
taken over by the Commonwealth. . 

Transfer o: pl'o• 
perty of State. 

88. Uniform duties of customs shall be imposed within two years after the Uniform d·ities of 
establishment of the Uommouwealth. customs. 

89. Until the imposition of uniform duties of customs~ Payment to States 
(1.) The Commonwealth shall credit to each St.ate the revenues collected before uniform 

therein by the Commonwealth. duties. 
(n.) The Commonwealth shall debit to each State- . 

(a) The expenditure therein of the Commonwealth incurred solely 
for the maintenance or continuance, as at the time of transfer, 
of any department transferred· from the State to the Common­
wealth; 

(b) The proportion of the State, according· to the number of its 
people, in the otlwr expenditure of the Commonwealth. 

(u1.) The Common"·ealth shall pay to each State month by month the balance 
(if any) in favour of the State. 

Parlia- Exclrtsive poWei' 
on the over customs, · 

excise, and bounties, 

90. On the imposition of uniform duties of customs the power of the 
· 111ent to impose duties of customs and of excise, and to grant bounties 

production or export of g·oo<ls, shall become exclusive. 
On the impo~ition of uniforn1 duties of customs all laws of the several Siates 

imposing duties of customs or of excise, or offering bounties on the productio11 or 
export of goods shall cease to have effect, but any grant of or agreement for any 
such bounty lawfully made by or under the authority of the Goverumeut of any 
State shall be taken to be good if ma<le before the thirtieth day of June, one 
thousand eight hundred and ninety-eight, and not otherwise, 
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91. Nothing in this Constitution prohibits a State from granting· any aid to 01• 

bounty on mining· for gold, silvei·, or other metals, nor from !:!,'l'anting, with the 
con~rnt of both Houses of the Parliament of the Commonwealth -expressed by 
resolution, any aid to or bounty 011 the prnduction or export. of goods. 

9'2. On the imposition of miiform duties of customs, trade, commerre, and 
intercourse among the States, whether by means of iuternal carriage 01· ocean 
navigation, shall be absolutely free. , 

· But notwithsta.n<ling anything in this Constitution, g·oods imported before the 
imposition of uniform duties of customs into any State, or into any Colony which, 

. whilst the goods remain therein, Lecomes a State, shall, on thence passing into 
another State within two years after the imposition of such duties, be liable to any 
duty chargeable on the importation of such g·oods into the Con11non,vealth, less 
a·ny duty paid in respect of the g·oods on their importation .. 

93. During the first five years after the imposition of uniform duties of 
customs, and thereafter until the Parliament otherwise prqvides-

(1.) The duties of customs charg·eable on goods imported into ~ State and 
afterwards passing· into another State for consumption, and the duties 
of- excise paid on goods produced or manufactured in a State and 
aftm·wards passing into another State for consumption, shall be taken 

-,to have been collected not in the former but in the latter State: 
(n.) Subject to the last sub-section, the Commouwealth shall credit revenue, 

debit expenditure, and pay balances to the several States as pre­
scribed for the p'eriod preceding the imposition of uniform duties of 
customs. 

94. Aft.er five years from the imposition of uniform duties of customs, the 
Parliament may provide, on such basis as it deems fair, for the monthly payment to 
the several States of all surplus revenue of the Commonwealth, 

95. Notwithstanding anything in this Constitution, the Parliament of the State 
of Western Australia, if that State be an Original ::,tate, may, during the fi.r:;t five 
years after the imposition of uuiform dut.ies of customs, im1jose duties of customs . 
on goods passing into· that State and not originally imported from beyond the 
limits of the Commonwealth; and such duties shall be collected by· the Common- · 
wealth. 

But. any duty so imposed on any goods shall not exceed during the first of 
such years the duty chargeable on the goods under the law ofvVestern Australia in 
force at the imposition of uniform duties, and shall not exceed during· the second, 
third, fourth, _and fifth of' such years respectively, four-fifl:l,s, three-fifths, two-fifths, 
and one-fifth of such latter dut.y, and all duties imposed under this section shall cease 
at the expiration of' tlie finh year after the imposition of' uniform duties. 

If at any time during· the five years the duty on any g·oo<l.s under this sertion 
is hig·her than the duty imposed by the Commonwealth 011 the importation of the 
like g·oods, the11 such higher duty shall be collected on the goods when imported 
into Western Australia from beyond the limits of' the Commonwealth. 

Financial assistance 
t'o States. 

9fl. During· a period of ten years after the establishment of the Commonwealth 
and thereafte1· until the Parliament otherwise provides, the Parliament may grant· 
financial assistance to any State on such terms and conditions as the Parliament 
thinks fit. 

Audit. 

Trade and com­
merce includes . 
navigation and 
State railways. 

Commonwealth 
not to give 
preference .. 

97. Until the Parliament othe1·wise provides, the laws in force in any Colony 
which has become or becomes a State with respect to the receipt of revenue and 

· the expenditure of' money 011 account of Lhe Government of the Colony, and the 
review and audit of such receipt am! expenditure, shall apply to the receipt of 
revenue and the expenditure of money on ac·count. of the Commonwealth in the 
State in the same rnauner as if the Commonwealth, or the Government 01· an 
officer of the <Jommonwealth, were mentioned. whenever the Colony, or the Gevern­
men~ or an officer of' the Colony, is mentioned. 

98. The power of the Parliament to make Jaws with respect to trade and 
commerce extends to navigation and. shipping, anu to ·railways the property. of any 
State. 

99. The Commonwealth shall not., ,by any law or regulation of trade, com­
merce, or revenue, give preforeuce to oue State or any part thereof over another 
State or any part thereof; 
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l 00. The Commonwealth shall not, by any law or regulation of trade or 

commerce; abridge the right of a State oi- of the residents therein to the re~sonable 
use _of the wat~rs of rivers for conservatiolil or irrigation. 

lO I. There shall be an I nte1·-St.ate Commission, with such powers of adjudica­
tion and administration as the Parliament deems necessary for the execution and 
maintenance, within the Commonwealth, of the provisio'ns of this Constitution 
relating· to trade and commerce, and of all laws made thereunder. 

102. The Parliament may- by any law with respect to trade or commerce 
forbid, as to railways, any preference or discrimination by any State, or by any 
authority constituted under a State, if such preference or discr.imination is undue_ 
and unreasonable, or unjust to any State ; due regard being had to the financial 
responsibilities incurred by any State in connexion with the· construction and 
maintenance of its railways. But no preference or discrimination shall, within 
the meaning of this section, be takE:n to be undue and umeasonable, or unjust to 
any State, unless so adjudged by the Inter-State Commission. 

103. The members of the Inter-state Comrnission-
(1.) Shall be appointed by the Governor-General in Council : 

(II.) -Shall hold office._for seven years, but may be rep.10ved within that time 
by the Governor-Gern~ral in Council, on an address from both Houses 
of the Parliament in the same session prnying for such removal on 
the ground of proved misbehaviour or incapacity : 

(1n.) Shall receive such remuneration as the Parliament may fix ; but such 
remuperation shall not be diminished during their continuance in 
office. 

104. Nothing in this Constitution shall render unlawful any- rate for the 
carria.g-e of goods upon a railway, the property of a State, if the rate is deemed by 
the Inter-State Commission to be necessary for. the development of the territory 
of the State, and if the rate applies equally to goods within the State and to goods 
passing into the State from other States. 

105. The Parliament may take over from the States their public debts as 
existing at the establishment of the Commonwealth, or a proportion thereof accord­
ing to the respective numbers of their people as shown by the latest statistics of the 
Commonwealth, and may convert, renew, or consolidate such debts, or any part 
thereof; and the States shall indemnify the Commonwealth in respect of the 
debts taken over, and thereafter the interest payable in respect of the debts shall 

· be deducted and retained from the portions of the surplus revenue of the Common­
wealth payable to the several States, or if such surplus is insufficient, or if there is 
no surplus, then the deficiency or the whole amount shall be paid by the several 
States. , -

CHAPTER V. 

THE STATES. 

106. The Constitution of each State of the Commonwealth shall, subject to this 
Constitution; continue as at the establishment of the Commonwealth, or as at the 
admission or establishment of the State, as the case may. be, until altered in accord­
ance with the Constitution of the State. 

107. Every power of the Parliament of a· Colony which has become or 
becomes a t'.;tate, shall, unlesfl it is by this Constitution exclusively vested in the 
Parliament of· the Commonwealth or withdrawn from the Parliament of the State, 
continue as at the establishment of the Commonwealth, or as at the admission or 
establishment of the State, as the case may be. 

108. Every law in force in a Colony which has become or becomes a State, 
and relating to any matter within the powers of the Parliament of the Common­
wealth, shall, subject to this Constitution, ·continue in force in the State; and, until 
provision is made in that behalf by the Parliament of the Commonwealth, the 
Parliament of the State shall have such powers of alteration and of repeal in 
respect 'Of any such Jaw as the Parliament of the Colony had until the Qolony 
became a State. · 
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109. '\Vhen a law of a State is inconsistent with a law of the Commonwealth, 
the latte'r sh<1,ll prevail, and the former shall, to the extent of the inconsist ency , e 
invalid. 

110 The provisions of this Constitution relating to 'the Governor of a State 
extend and apply to the Governor for the time being of the State, or other chief 
executive officer or administrator of the g·overnme11t of. the State. 

111. The Parliament of a State may i-urrender any part of the State to the 
Commonwealth ; and upon such surrender, and the acceptance thereof by the 
Commonwealth, such part of the State shall become subject to the exclusive 
jurisdiction of the-Commonwealth. 

112. Afte1· uniform duties1 of customs have been imposed, a State may·levyon 
imports or _exports, or on goods passing into or out of the State, such charges as 
may be necessa1·y for executing the inspection laws of' the State; but the net pro­
duce of.all charges so levied shall be for the use of the Commouwealth; and any 
such inspection laws may be anrrulled by the Pa,rliament of the Commonwealth. 

113; All fermented, distilled; or other intoxi.cating liq nids passing into any 
State or remaining therein for use, consumption, sale, or storage shall be subject to 
the laws of the State as if such liquids had been prodrrced in the State. 

114. A State shall not, without the consent of the Parliament of the Com­
monwealth; raise or maintain any naval or military force, or impose any tax on 
property of any kind belonging to the Commonwealth, nor shall the Com­
monwealth impose any tax on property of any kind belonging to a State. 

115. A State shall not coin money, nor make .anything but gold and silver 
coin a legal tender in payment of debts. 

116. 'l'he Commonwealth shall. not make any law for establishing any religion, 
or for imposing any religious observance, or for prohibiting· the free exercise of' any 
religion, and no religious test shall be required as a. qualification for any office or 
public trust ui1der the Commonwealth.. · 

Rights ~f residents _· l l 7. A subject of' the Queen, resident in any State, shall not be subject in any 
in States. other state to any disability or discrimination which would not be equally applicable 

· to him if' he were a subject .of the Queen resident in such. other State. 

Recognition of 118. Full faith and credit shall be gi_vf'n, throug·hout the Commonwealth to 
laws,&c., of States. the laws, the public Acts a~d records, and the judicial proceedings of' every State. 

Protection of · I 19. The Commonwealth shall protecte very State against invasion and, mi the 
StatP.s from iuvasion application of the Executive Govemm~nt of the State, ag·ainst domestic violence. 
and violence. · 
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120. Every State shall make provision for the detention in its prisons of persons 
accused or convicted of offences against the laws of the Commonwealth, and for the 
punishment of persons convicted of such offences, and the Parlia_ment of the 
Commonwealth may make laws to give effect to this provision. 

CHAPTER VI. 

NEW STATES. 

121. The Parliament may admit to the Commonwealth or establish new 
Stat~s, and may upon such admission or establishment make or impose such terms 
and conditions, including the extent of representation in,either House of the Parlia­
ment, as ii thinks fit. 

122.' 'l'he Parliament may make laws for the Government of any territory 
surrendered by any State to and accepted by the Commonwealth, or of any 
territory placed by the Queen under the authority of and accepted by the Common­
wealth, or otherwise acquired by the Commonwealth, and may allow the represen­
tation of such territory in either House of the Parliament to the extent and on the 
terms which it thinks fit. 

123. The Parliament of the Commonwealth may, with the consent· of the· 
Parliament of a State, and the approval of the majority of the electors of thei 
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State voting· upon the question, increase, cliniinish, 01· otherwise alter the limits of A.D. 1900. 
the State, upon such terms and conditions as may be agreed on, and may, with the --· 
like consent, make provision respecting the effect and operation of any increase .or 
diminution or alteration of territory in relation to any State affected. 

124. A _new State may be formed by separation of territory from a State, but 
only with the consent of tlrn Parliament thereof, and a new State may be formed 
by the union of two or more States or pa1-ts of States, but only with the consent of 
the Parliaments of the States affected. · · 

CH APTER VII. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
125. The seat of Go~ernment of the Commonwealth shall be determined by 

the Parliament, and shall be within territory which shall have been gTanted to 
-0r acquired by the Cornmonwealth, and shall be vested in and belong to the 
Commonwealth, and shall be in the State of New South VVales, and be distant not 
less than one hundred miles from Sydney. , 

Such territory shall contain an area of not less than one hundred square miles, 
and such portion thereof as shall consist of Crown lands shall be granted to the 
·Commonwealth without any payment therefor. 

The Parliament shall sit at Melbourne- until it meet at the seat of Govern­
ment. 

Formation of new 
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Chap. VIL 
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ment. 

126. The Queen may authorise the Governor-General to appoint any person, Po'.ver to Her 
or any personsJ'ointly or severally, to be his deputy or deputies within anv part of Mat_h1e5ty tGo' · . • . · . . • f l au or1se c,vernor-
the Commonwealth, and m that cap~c1ty _to exercise durmg· the pleasure o t 10 General to i:.ppoint 
Governor-General such· powers and funct10ns of the Governor-General as he deputies. · 
thinks fit to assign to such deputy or deputies, subject to any limitations expressed 
or directions given by the Queen ; but the appointment of suc,h deputy or deputies 
shall not a;ffect the exercise by the Governor-General himself of any power or 
function . 

127. In reckoning the numbers of the people of the Commonwealth, or of a 
.State or other part of the Commonwealth, aboriginal natives shall not be counted. 

CHAPTER VIII. 

ALTERATION OF 'l'HE CONSTITUTION. 
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Chap. VIII. 
Altemtion -:if the 

Constitution. 

128. This Constitution shall not be altered except in the following· manner:- Mode of alte.·ing 
The proposed law for the alteration the1,eof rn·ust be passed by an absolute the Constitution. 

majority of each House of the Parliament, and not less than two nor more than 
six months after its passage through both Houses the proposed law shall be sub-
mitted iri each State to the Electors qualified to vote for the Election of members of 
the House of Representatives. 

But if either Hou,se passes any such proposed law by an absolute majority, and 
the other House rejects or fails to pass it or passes it with any amendment to which 
the first-mentioned House will not agree, and if after an interval of three months 
the first-mentioned House in the same or the next Session ag·ain passes the proposed 
law ,by an absolute majority with or without any amendment which has been made 
or a.greed to by the other House, and such other _House rejects or fails to pass it 
-or passes it with any amendment to which the first-mentioned House will not agree, 
the Governor-General may submit the proposed law as last proposed by the first­
mentioned House, and either with or without any amendments subse9.uently agreed 
to by both Houses, to the electors in each State qualified to vote for the election 
-of the House of Representatives. 

'\:Vhen a proposed law is submitted to the electors the vote shall be taken in 
such manner ar, the Parliament prescribes. But until the qualification of electors 
of members of the House of Representatives becomes uniform throughout the 

. Commonwealth, only one-half the electors voting for and against the proposed law 
shall be co_unted in any State in which adult suffrage prevails. 

And if in a majority of the States a majority of the electors voting approve 
the proposed law, and if a majority of all the electors voting also approve the pro­
posed law, it shall be presented to the Governor-.General for the Queen's assent. 

No alteration diminishing the proportionate representation of any State in 
,either House of the Parliament, or the minimum number of representatives of a 
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State in the House of Representatives, or increasing-, diminishing-, or otherwise 
altering the limits of the ~tate, or in any manner affecting the provisions of the 
Constitution in relation thereto, shall become law unless the majority of the electors 
voting in that State approve the proposed law. 

SCHEDULE. 

OATH. 
I, A.B., do swear that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to Her .Majesty Qur.en 

Victoria, Her heirs and successors according to law. So HELP JIIE:Gon ! 

AFFIRMATJON. 
I, A.B., do ·solemnly and sincerely affirm and declare that I will)be faithful andl'.bear true· 

allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Victoria, Her heirs and successors according to law.I :,;oJ:~;,J 

(N OTE.-Tlw name of tlie Ring or Queen of the United Kingdomi of Great Britain.:and: 
I1·eland for the time being is to be substituted from time to time.) 

JOHN VAIL, 
GOVERNMEST PRINTER, TASMANIA. 


