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ROMAN CATHOLIC CLAIMS. 
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(1.) Jerusalem and Eastern Marshes. (22.) 
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Laid upon the Table by the Hon. the Premier, and ordered by the House to be 
printed, 11 September, 1861. ,., 



SHOWETH: 

(No. 53:) 

To His Excellency Sm H. E. F. YouNo, Knight, 0. B., Capta_in-Genera_l and 
Governor-in-Chief ef the Colony of Tasmania and its Dependencies, in 
Council. 

The humble Petition of the Roman Catholics of Jerusalem and Eastern Marshes. 

L That Your Excellency's Petitione1·s are, according to the last Census of this Colony, representatives 
of about 300 persons, 

2. That, from very slender means, they have erected a spacious and beautiful Church, and whilst they 
gratefully acknowledge the generous assistance received from friends, both Catholics and Protestants, of 
other places, they regret having to record that notwithstanding thP. provisions of the Church Act of the 
Colony,. they could obtain no aid whatever towards the _erectio_n f'roni the Funds set apart for Public 
Worship. 

3. That Petitioners lrnve had, for nearly Three years, a Pastor residing amongst them, towards whose· 
maintenance-Government has contributed less than an eighth of the amount" he should receive, were the 
provisions of the Church Act observed in his regard. 

4. That Petitioners, ·as good citizens, cheerfully be:n; their share of the public burdens, and feel in 
consequence,. entitled to just-and equitable consideration in the distribution of the State's benefits. 

5. That Your Excellency's Petitioners do not ask or desire any special privileges, they ciaim but just 
rights; and although by the letter of the law they are on an equality with their fellow Colonists of other 
Religious Denominations, yet, whilst their rights are withheld, .they must, as Citizens, writhe under a sense 
of wrong suffered, and insult offered to them, and feel degraded as an inferior class. 

6. That therefore justice and equity may be vindicated, and a, source of deep-seated dissatisfaction may 
be removed, Petitioners humbly pray Your Excellency to consider their case; and on the general grounds 
.of their being a considerable section of the Catholic Body ('lhich is nearly a fourth of the entire population 
of the Colony), as well as upon the special grounds of their own successful energy and perseverance, .cause 
to be placed on the Est.imates for 1862, the sum of £250, or, in the event of a re-distribution, such sum as 
may be granted to Clergymen of other Denominations, as Salary and Allowance for a Roman Catholic 
,Clergyman, resident at Jerusalem, to minister to the spiritual wants of Petitioners. 

And Your Excellency's Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

[ Here follorv 7 5 Signatures.] 

To His Excellency Srn Hmnw EDWARD Fox YoUNG, O. B., Governm· of 
Tasmania, g-c., in Council. 

The humble Petition .of the undersigned Roman Catholics·of Oatlands, Green Ponds, and Bothwell. 

SHOWETH': 

1st. THAT no provision has been made by Government for the Religious wants of Petitioners, whilst similar 
requirements on the part of their neig.hbours barn been liberally provided for. 

- 2nd, That there are Ministers of the Chm;ch of England in Green Ponds, Oatlands, and Bothwell, 
a.nd one of the Church of Scotland at the latter place. . 
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3rd. That these four gentlemen are supported by Government at an expense of £1240 per annum, 
including the estimated rental of Glebe at Oatlands. 

4th. That the numbers of eacl1 denomination in Oatlands, in Cumbei•land, and Brighton,-the Electoral 
Districts in which Bothwell and Green Ponds arc situated,-as shown by the last Census, are-

Church of England ••.....• , . . • . . . • . • . • . • • • • 4659 
Church of Rome ............. , • . . • . . . . . . • • • 1748 
Church of Scotland . , ....•......•..•.•. : . . . 675 

5th. That Petitioners con,iider the Roman Catholics of these Districts are entitled to receive for Religious. 
purposes a part of the £15,000 granted by the State in aid. of Religion, in proportion to the amount they· 
contribute to that sum according to their numbers. 

6th. That Petitioners cannot help feeling they have not been justly treated up to this time, and therefore­
Jmmbly pray Your Excellency will take the facts of their case into consideration; and that justice, in some 
measure at least, may now be done them; and cause to be placed on the Estimates for 1862, as pay and. 
nllowance for their Clergymen, th~ si,m of £3.lO, or such su~ as may be grant~d to Clergymen of other 
Denominations, · · 

And you~·- :Petitioners, ~sin duty bound, will ever pray. 

[ ¾ere follow 164 S,i9natu2·es. J 

To His Excellency Srn HENRY EDWARD Fo.i:c YouNG, Knight, Captain-Genernl! 
and Governoi·-in- Cliirf of Tasrnania and its Dependencies, in Council. 

The humble Petiti.on of the undersign_ed Roman Catholics. of New Norfolk and Hamilton. 

SHOWETH: 

1. THAT since the withdrawal, in 1856, of _the allowance granted by tlie- Imperial, Government for the­
support of Missionary Chaplain;; in Tasmania, the Roman Catholics of New Norfolk and Cumberland have 
been deprived of the advantages of a resident Clergyman of their Faith. 

2. That in these two Districts there are three Glergymen of the Chmch of England, and· one of the­
Church of Scotland, who receive from the Government yearly the sum of £USO, or- of £1240, includino­
the estimated rent of the House and Glebe occ_up_icd by the Clergyman at New Norfolk. 

0 

3. That in these two Dish•icts, it appears from the last Census; there are 3469 members. of the Church. 
of England, 1072 of the Church of Rome, and 458 of the Church of Scotland. 

4. That these 1072 Roman Catholics contribute- thei1• pa1,t of the sum granted by the State in aid of 
1·eligion, and are therefore, according to their numbers, entitled to receiv.e a proportional part of that sum 
for the object for which it is voted. 

5. That the services of a resident Roman Catholic Chaplain are required in~ ew· Norfolk and Hamilton 
quite as much as in any other part of the Colony; and that there is not one here, is not owing to the want of 
inclination, but entirely to want of means on the part of the Roman Catholics of these Districts.. to support 
him. · . . . 

6. That Petitioners therefore lmmbly pray· Your Excellency will take these matters into consiueration, 
and cause to be placed on. the Estimates for 1862, the sum of £310, or, in case of re-di~tribution, such smn 
as may be granted to Clergymen of other Denominations, as Salary and Allowances for a Roman Catholic­
Clergyman to be stationed at New N 01folk, to attend to the SpiritlJal wants of the Roman Catholics of that; 
District and of the District of Hamilton. 

And your Petitioners,, as in duty bmmd, will ever pray,_ &c,. 

GHerefollom 110· Signatures.]! 

To His Excellency Srn HENRY EDWARD Fox YouNG, Kniglit,, Captain-General' 
andi Govern01:-in- Chief of 'Z'asrnania and its Dependencies. 

The humble Petition of the undersigned Roman Catholics of the Franklin and Kingborough.Districts. 

SHOWETH: 
1. THAT there are in these two Districts 1776 Roman, Catholics._ 

2. That their truly zealous and devoted Pastor, the, Reverend J olm Murphy, 1·esides at the F-i'anklin,. 
where the 01:ily Church they possess is placed. 
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3, That this Church was erecteJ solely at the cost of the· Catholic Community· throughout the Colony, 
wi.thout the aid of one penny from the Government, 

4. That on account of the humble circumstances ofthe chief portion of this flock, and the fact that their 
beloved and laborious Pastor has been excluded from participating in the aid set aside for religious purposes, 
Petitioners believe he has had to struggle with difficulties and hardships, and has still to do so, far beyof!d 
what may justly be expected from one, who is labouring for the moral and social welfare of the coII)munity, 
by any Government, who are guided in the distribution of a portion of the taxes for religious purposes, by 

.the principles of equity and justice, and who are free from unfair partiality to any church, sect, or party. 

5. That therefore Your Excellency will be pleased to direct that a sum for their excellent and devoted 
Pastor, residing at the Franklin, shall be placed on the Estimates for 1862, equal in amount to that which 
is granted to other Clergymen receiving full Salaries and Allowances from the State. 

And Your Excellency's Petitioners will ever pray, &o. 

[ Here jollorv 222 Signatures.] 

To His Emcellency Sm HENRY EDWARD Fox YOUNG, Knight, Captain-General 
and Governor-in-Cltief of Tasmania and its Dependencies, in Council. 

The humble Petition of the undersigned Roman Catholics of.Westbury and Deloraine. 

'SHOWETH ~ 

. I. THAT ·in these two Districts, there are 2467 Roman Catholics, forming nearly one-third of the 
entire population. 

2. That there has been a Clergyman of the Church of Rome, the Rev . .James Hogan, stationed at 
Westbury since 1849, who, alone and unaided, has Ministered to the Spiritual wants of the Members of his 
Communion in that ·District, and also in the Districts of Deloraine and Longford. 

3. That it is extremely difficult, if not impossible, for one Clergyman _to attend to all the Spiritual 
wants of the Roman Catholics of these three Districts, and it is most desirable that the Rev. Mr. Hogan 
should be relieved from the Spiritual charge of Longford, and provision made for the discharge of that 
portion of his present duties, by some other Clergyman, but owing to tlie poverty of his peopie, no such 
provision can be made except by the pecuniary aid of the Government. 

4, The Rev. :M·r. Hogan now receives £48 6s. 8d. per annum, being a sixth of the sum of £219 
~llowed recently by Government in aid of Roman Catholic Missions,. and this is the only pecuniary 
~id the Roman Catholics of the above Districts have obtained from the State in support of their religion. 

5. That Petitioners are fully sensible, and have been so for years, of the gross and palpable injustice 
done to them in common with their Co-religionists of other Districts, by the. present distribution of the sum 
voted by Parliament for the support of Religious Worship, and have availed themselves of every consti­
tutional means to have this injustice removed. 

6. That the last Parliament frankly admitte<i the existence of the wrongs here complained of, and 
made honorable efforts to redress them, and Petitioners confidently hope the Members of the present 
Parliament are prepared to do them justice; and therefore-, humbly pray Your Excellency will please tu 
take into consideration the facts herein stated, and cause to be placed on the Estimates for 1862 the sum 
-0f £310, or, in the event of any alteration in the amount of the present pay, such sum as may be granted 
to Clergymen of the other Church<'s, as Salary and Allowances for- the Roman Catholic Clergyman of 
Westbury, , 

.And Petitioners,. as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c. 

SHOWETH :· 

[ R ere follorv 602 Signatures. l 

To His Excellency Sm HENRY EDWARD Fox YouNG, Knight, Oaptain-Ge11eral and 
Governor in Chief of Tasmania and its Dependencies. 

The humble Petition of the Roman Catholics of Devon. 

1. THAT there are in the District of Devon 1160 Roman Catholics. One Clergyman of the Church of 
Rome (the Rev. Michael Burke) who was stationed at Circular Head in 1848, but had been obliged to 
leave his Mission in 1853,. after having, during the intervening period, struggled against the most trying 
difficulties,. and submitted to hardships of no ordinary, kind.' · 



(No. 53.) 

6 
2. That the cause of the Rev. Mr. Burke's departure from Circular Head irt 1853, is not to be attributed 

to unwillingness on the part of his Congregation to support him, but to their want of means, owing to their 
poverty. 

3. That Petitioners· cannot help feeling that it was· extremely ungenerous, as well as unjust, on the part 
of the Government to withhold· from them under these circumstance!', all support for their Clergyman, 
whilst, for a similar purpose, liberal aid was granted to their richer neighbours· of other Denominations, 

4. That, after an absence of two years and six months, the Rev. Mr. Bmke returned to Circular Head, 
having in the meantime procured some funds for his future support, and by that means has been enabled to 
continue his Ministry in the District up to the present time. 

5. That the Romari Catholics of Devon contribute their part of the snm voted by Parliament in aid of 
Public Worship: are consequently, according to their numbers entitled to a proportionate part of that sum; 
but, as they have not hitherto received any such part, they must feel that they have not been justly or fairly 
dealt with in this respect. 

6; That the obvious injustice hrrein complained of may now cease. 

Petitioners humbly pray Your Excellency will take into consideration the facts herein stated, and cause 
to be placed on the Estimates for 1862, as Salary and Allowances for the Roman Catholic Clergyman at 
Circular Head, such sum as may be granted to other Clergymen in receipt of full Salaries, 

And your Petitionet·s will ever pray, &c. 

[Hernfollorv ·59 Signatures.] 

To His Excellency Sm HENRY EDWARD Fox YouNG, Knight, O.B., Governo1• 
of Tasmania, and its Dependencies, Jc. 

The humble Petition of the undersigned Roman Catholics of the Districts of Campbell Town, Fingal, and 
Glamorgan. 

RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH: 

1. THAT, whilst by the law of this Colony your Petitioners are guaranteed perfect religious equality 
with their fellow-colonists of other religious denominations, this right has been practically denied them by the 
present distribution of the sum reserved for public worship by Schedule C. of 1.'he Constitutional Act. 

2. That, by the Census taken in April 1861, it appears there are in the District of Campbell Town 
1323 members of the Church of England, 522 of the Church of Rome, and 276 of the Church of Scotland, 
and whilst the Members of the Churches of England and Scotland have each a Minister paid by the State 
to attend to their Spiritual wants, the Members of the Church of Rome, numbering nearly twice as many as 
those of the Church of Scotland, receive no aid from the public funds for the support of a Clergyman. 

3. That in the District of Glamorgan the Members of the Church of England number 748, thm!e of the 
Church of Rome 176, and the Church of Scotland 121, and whilst there are paid Chaplains for the Churches 
of En(J'land and Scotland, the Church of Rome, numbering nearly half as many more as the Church of 
Scotl;nd, receives no assistance from the ~:ltate. , 

4. That, in the District of Fingal a paid Chaplain attends to t.he Spiritual wants of the Church of 
England, while the Members of the Church of Rome, numbering 460, scattered over an extensive district, 
receive no aid from the Government. 

5. That in the three districts above mentioned there are 1158 Roman Catholics, and whilst there are 
in the same district five Chaplains belonging to the Churches of England and Scotland paid by the State, 
the Roman Catholic Clergyman, whose laborious duties extend O\;'.er these scattered and extensive di~tricts, 
is totally unassisted by Government, except by a small pittance, being the sixth part of a s1im allotted by 
Parliament three years ago in aid of Roman Catholic Missions. 

6. That your Petitioners have, at various times, made use of. every constitutional right to bring their 
just claims before ~he notice of the Goyernment, and whilst Parliament, in its last Session, admitted the 
justice of these claims, refused any practrnal settlement of them. 

7. Your Petitioners tl:ierefore, most humbly and earnestly beg Your Excellency will cause a sum 
amounting to the usual Salary and Allowances granted to the Clergy, to be placed on the Estimates for the 
ensuing year, for the support of a Roman Catholic Clergyman, to snpply the Spiritual wants of these 
Districts. 

And your Petitioners, as in c_luty bound, will ever pray, &..,. 

[ Here follorv 83 S-ignatui·es.] 

JAMES JJARNARD, 
GOYERN~IENT PRINTER, TASlIANIA, 


