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THE TASMANIAN MUSEUM AND- BOTANICAL GARDENS~ 

REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES F:OR 1899. 

To His ~xcellency tlze Administrator of the Government and Executive Council. 

MAY IT PLEASE YouR ExcELLENCY. 

THE Trustees of the Tasmanian Museum and _Botanical Gardens, incorporated by the Act 
49 Victoria, No. 34, have the ho11our to submit to Your Excellency, in accordance with the 11th 
Section of that Act, their Fourteenth Annual Report. 

I. The Mrn•eum, duri11g the year 1899, has been opened to the public on week-days, except 
Mondays, Jrom 10 A.M. umil 5 P.M. in the snmmer, and uutil 4 P.M. in the winter. 

2. 'l'he Museum collections are yearly being added to by gifts. Mr. H. 'M. Courage, who paid 
Tasmania a flying· visit in Jfl97, pre,ented the Museum, during the past year, with a rich and 
valuable collection of British birds. labelled and mounted. The whole cost, including freight and· 
other charges, vras borne by Mr. Coiuage, whose splendid donation, valued at £270, in addition t<r 
the fine co!Jection · presented in the previous yeiu by Mrs. Donald Cameron, makes this department 
very complote. 'l'his donatiou consisted of nearly 300 birds. 

3. The Trustees feel sure that their claim for additional space for the increasing collection will· 
receive the support of Parliament, and it is their i11tention to ask the Government to restore to the· 
Estimates the vote pas,ed iu the year 189 l for the completion c,f the Muse um building. 

4. A valuable collection of minerals was pre~ented, during the year, by Mr. H. C. Patterson, 
M .H .A., consisting of rnme very choice ~pecimens of Telluride, obtained at the Great Boulder Mine,. 
West Australia. ·· 

5. Two donors have, during the year, added to the collection of shells in the Tasmanian Room-­
Miss Ladder ~nd Mr. W, May. There is now a fairly-representative collection of Tasmanian 
shells in the institution. · 

. 6. The total inadequacy of the present grant to the M useurn and Art Gallery has been pre-­
viously-pointed out. N otwithstauding the increase in the size of the building, and the many 
additions. to the collection, the vote is the same as in the year 1886, prior to the erection of the· 
Argyle-street wing, 01: the commencement of the National Art Gallery. The annual vote to the 
Museum is £500, while the grant to a similar institution in Perth, West Australia, a building of 
about- half the size of our present building, the annual grant is nearly £4000. 

7. The Art Gal/ery.-Some valuable additions to the loan and gift collections have been made­
during the year. Among the former may 1e mentioned a valuable collection of oil and water 
colours, kindly lent by tbe Hon. G. T. Collins, Chief Secretary. Among the gifts is a very 
valuable oil painting, a Madonna, by Cb. Landelle, Chevalieur d'honneur. It was presented to-­
the Gallery by Miss Ada "\Vilson, a11d is valued at between 800 and 900 guineas. Miss Ada: 
Wilson and her sister, Miss Wilson, have presented pictures to the gallery valued at £3000 .. Two­
choice water-colours of English scenery have_ been presented by subscribers. The proposed exten-
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·sions will give more accommodation for the large and rapidly-,e;rowiug collection of pictures. The 
Trustees are pleased to record that a large number nf students avail themRelves of the privilege of 
·studying and copying in the Gallery. 

8. Tiu, Tourist Roo'.in.-This room, fitted up with over 300 views of Tasmanian scen~ry, has 
been largely availed of bx visitors, and the room evidently supplies a long-felt want. 

9. The Trustees are greatly indebted to ·the General Manager nf Railways, Mr. F. Back, also 
to the U .S.S. Co., and Messrs. Huddart, Parker, & Co. for their kind assistance in carrying the 
:Museum exhibits free of eo~t. · 

I 0. The attendance of visitors, owing no doubt t.o the open_ing of the Tourist Room, has been 
larger than in any previous years .. The averag-e week-day attendance during the Stllnmer season 
has been over 200, and on Sun?ays, over 500. 

I I. Annexed to this Report are the following·_ Appendices:-
A. Balance :-iheet of the Museum and Gardens. 
B. Report of the Superi11tendeut of the· Botanical Gardens-. 

.ALEX. :NI01t'l'ON, Curator and 'Secrf!~ary, 
Tasmanian Lvlusemn ancl Bptanical Garden.~. 

J. W. AGNEW, Chairman . 

H, EPO R 'I' on the condition and progress of thl' Botanical Gardfms for the Year 1899. 

THE beds o·n the strip of ground by the wall have been kept at.tra,ctive by a frequent change of 
bedding· plants during the year, the most conspicuous bei9g- a good stmin of Petunia, several_ 
varieties of Cupid Sweet Pea, Salvia coccinea splendens, Gi,Lnt Heliotrope, and Pansies. The 
parellel strip to this will be cleared of the old slunb~ now occupying it, trenched, and laid out in a 
-corresponding manner, as soon as labour can be mat.le av~ilable for the purpose. 

'l'he carpet-beds, on the lawn by the cottage, have been made attractive by the usual repeated 
renewals of suitable plants during the season ; but it has been difficult to keep them in condition, 
especially through the autumn months; in consequence of the short supply of water then available. 

A large number of plants were put out in the garden, generally in the spring-, but many suffered 
severely in consequence of the insufficient rainfall, and deaths have been numerous; but as 
duplicates are on hand in most case~, the plant., lost can be replanted. 

On the old fruit squa1·(', ,vhich h~d been cleareu of trees, a la1·ge quantity of n11rsery stock was 
planted out, but owing t.O various causes many of the plants, more especially the deciduous trees, 
have done very indifferently.-lst., the ground is not suited for·nursery-work, being on a rise, and 
too dry, the subsoil being· marl, and the surface-soil having, for the most part, too large an admixture 
of shell: 2nd., not sufficient water is obtainable during the summer and autumn to keep the plants 
in co11dition : 3rd., prison labour is not adapted for this class of work, and many small plants are· 
destroyed in consequence. If any extension of' nursery work is to take place in connection with the 
g·arden, suitable ground and labour will be essentially neces~ary. 

The ground at the encl of the Fruit Square, which it was intended to sow vrith grass seed when 
sufficiently cleared of weeds, has not yet been sown, as it wo'uld be futile to attempt to form a lawn 
before the surface was in good condition, and,. under present climatic conditions, it was feared that 
sufficient moisture· would not be present to secure a good start. 

All available labour has been fully _employed in the ordinary garden operations, leaving little 
for extension and improvements; · but, as opportunity offered, the prison gang has been employed 
quarrying gravel, trenching, and other heavy work. . 

In last year's Report I called attention to the fact 1.hat the buildings generally, f~nces, seats, &c.; 
urgently needed repairing and painting·, and that the g-arden fnnds were not sufficient for this work: 
:Many of the garden seats have been in use close on 60 years, and are now so delapidated as to be a 
disgrace to any institution; the same may be said of the glass-houses, which are not only obsolete, 
but falling to pieces. In years gone by it was possible to get useful men from the gaol for much of 
the work of repairs required in the garden, but it would not appear to be possible now to get the work_ 

. done by thi~ means, aud some other way will have to be adopted. As a mat.ter of fact, it would 
need a man constantly employed to keep the buildings and fences in proper condition. 

The usual work in the nursery has been maintained, propagation being principally confined to_ 
plants required for home-planting, or the more useful of_ those for distribution. Additions of plants 

·from outside scrnrces have not been so numerous during the year as hitherto, owing to the fact of 
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·the regulations under "The Vegetation Diseases- Act" being so unsatisfactory, at one time total 
prohibition, and again unreasonably stringent, almost amounting to prohibition, and such as would 
.render it difficult, if not impossible, to import plants from Europe with any degree of safety. These 
regulations greatly hamper one of the most useful functions of the garden, viz., that of importing 
and distributing useful or ornamental plants, and we have to rely at present principally on seeds, 
which, very frequently, fail to germinate. 

Thanks are due to the Government for the supply of prison labour during tp.e year, which, as 
hitherto, has rendered good service in all the rougher operations. 

The approximate return of visitors to the gardens during the ·year is 63,200, this is less than 
the number for last year, which is accounted for principally from the less number of band coucerts 
-or performances given. 

F. ABBOTT. 

Pwnts and Seeds received at and sent from the Botanical Gardens during the year 1899. 
From the Botanic Gardens, British Guiana-Seeds. 
From the Botanic Gardens, Brisbane, Queensland­

Seeds. 
From the Calcutta Botanic Gardens-Seeds. 
From the Botanic Gardens, Durban, S. Africa-Seeds, 

&c. 
From the Botanic Gardens, Edinburgh, Scotland-

Seeds. , 
From the Botanic Gardens, Glasnevin, Ireland-Seeds. 
From the Botanic Gardfms, Jamaica-Seeds. 
From the Botanic Gardens, Machas, India-Seeds. 
From the Botanic Gardens, Sydney, N.S. Wales-Seeds. 
From Wm. Bull, F.L.S., New Plant Merehant, Lon-

don-Seeds, &c. 
From Messrs. G. Branning & Sons, Nurserymen, 

St. Kil<la-Plants. 
From Mr. G. Frenel1, Seedsman, Melbourne-Seeds. 
From ;\fr. C. A. N obelius, ,'II urseryman, Emerald, Vic-

toria-Plant~. 
From B.. U. Niej10lls & Co., Ballarat, Victoria-Plants. 
From Mr. S. Purchase, N un,en· rnan, Paramatta -Plants. 
From Messrs. Milner & Co., Nurserymen, Sydney-

PJants. 
From Messrs. Searl & Son, Nurserymen,Sydney-Seeds 

and Pla.11ts. 

From Messrs. Veitch & Son, Nurserymen, London-
Seeds. 

From Messrs. Vilmorin, Andrieux, & Co., Paris-Seeds. 
From Mr. F. Walker, Nurseryman, La.unceston-Plarrts. 
To the Bo.;anic Gardens, Kew, near London-Seeds. 
'l'o the Bm;auic Gardens, Brisbane, Queensland-Seed~. 
To the Bocanic Gardens, Durban, S: Africa-Seeds. 
To the Botanic Gardens, Glasnevin, Irelii.nd-Seeils. 
To the Botanic Gardens, Sydney, N.S. Wales-Seeds. 
To Messrs. Brunning & Sons, Nurserymen, St. Kilda­

Seeds. 
'fo Wm. Bull, F.L.S., New Plant Merchant, London­

Ferns. 
To Mr. G. French, Seerlsman. Melbourne-Seeds. 
To Mr. C. A. Nobelius, Nurseryman, Emerald, Vic-

toria-Plants. 
To Mr. R. U. Nicholls, N urseryma.n, Balla.rat-Seeds. 
To Mr. S. Purchase Paramatta, N.S. Wales-Seeds. 
To Messrs. Milner & Co., Nurserymen, Sydney-Pfants 

and Seeds. 
To Messrs. Searl & Sons, Nurserymen, Sydney-Seeds. 
To Messr,. Veitch & Son, Seedsmen, London-Seeds. 
To Messrs. Vilmorin, Andrieux, & Co., Ptiris-Seeds. 
To Mr. F. Walker, Nurseryman, Launceston-Plants 

and Seeds. 

Pl;mls snpplied fa~ Plant-ing Public Places during 1899. 
The Fern Tree Bower- - '\-V a.ttles, &c. The Improvement Association, St. Marys-Plants. 

· The Hobart Gaol-Various plaLts. The Post and Telegraph Office, Bellerive-Various 
The Invalid Depot, New Town-Oaks, &c. plants. 
The Hospital for Insane, New 1\-orfolk-Variot\s plants. The Improvement Assor.iation, West Devonport-
The Railway enclosnre, Hobart-Wattles. Plants. 
The Honourable the Premier, for the Cemetery, 'rhe Improvement Association, Zeehan-Plants. 

St. Marys-Plants. 

F. ABBOTT, S·upe1·intendent Botanical Gardens. 

BALANCE Sheet oj the Tasmanian Museum and Botanical Gardens for the Year 1899. 

1899. RECEIPTS. £ s. d. £ ,s. d. EXPENDITURE. £ s. d. £ s. d. , 
398 17 11 Museum-

Grant' in aid . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . 500 0 0 
Secretary's salary from the 

Botanical Gardens .. . . . . . . . . . 25 0 0 

Botanical Gardens-
Grant in aid ..................... . 
Sales of plants ......... _. .......... . 

---- 525 0 0 

800 0 0 
49 15 3 

---- 849 15 3 
Ba.lance 31st Dec., 1899, as per 

Bank-book .................... _ ...... . 369 8 0 

£1744 3 3 

Balance .............................. . 
Museum-

Sa.laries ............................. . 
Sundries ........................•.• 

Botanical Ga.rdens-
Salaries ............................. . 
Sundries ..........................•• 

Secretary's salary, vide Museum 

384 3 0 
138 3 0 

----522 6 0 

8 
8 

684 9 
113 9 
25 0 0 

----82219 4 

£1744 3 3 

I HAVR this day examined the hooks and vouchers in connection with the Balance Sheet of the Tasmanian 
Museum and Botanical Gardens, and certify that the-same a.re correct. 

. Hobart, 22nd August, 1900. 

JOH:!, VAIL, 
GOVERNMENT PRINTE:R, TASl\IANI~. 

H. W. W. ECHLIN • 


