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SELECT lO]}JMITTEE appointed, on tlie 6th April, 1894, to consider tlie 
practicability of tlie State providin_q Work of an immediatery reproductive character 
for the large number of unemployed able-bodied men who, witk their fa mi lies, will 
p1·obabl,y becOme a_ heavy bu11den upon tlie c011mmnit.l/ during the ensuing Winter. 
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DAYS OF MEETING. 
Tuesday, 10th April ; Wednesday, llth April: Thursday, 12th April; Friday, 13th April; Tuesday, 17th April;

Wednesday, 18th April; Thursday, 19th April-; Friday, 20th Ap1·il; Wednesday, 9th May; Thursday, 10th May; 
Friday, llth May; Wednesday, 16th May; Thursday, 17th May .. 

WITNESSES EXAMINED . 
.i.\;Ir. "William Smith, Secretary Public ,vorks Office; Mr. ·John Helmer,- Inspector ot Roads; Mr. J. Fincham, 

Engineer-in-C:hief; Mr. E. Counsel, Deputy Surveyor-General; Mr. R. Johnson, Civil Engineer: Mr. Simmons,. 
Road Inspector: Mr. Belstead, Secretary to Mines Department; Mr. T. Lewis; Mr. A. :vfontgomery, Geological 
Surveyor and Inspector of MineR; Mr. T. Budgeon; .M"r. T. Meats, Tin-miner; Mr. Benjamin Dyer; Mr. F. W. 
Hortin; Mr. Robert Syqney Milles, City Engineer; Mr. Malcolm Kennedy, Smelter; Mr. E. G. Ford, Sawmill 
Proprietor;· .:.\fr. Arthur E. Risby, Sawmill Proprietor; Captain T. Fisher, Sawmill Proprietor; Henry 
Chesterman, Sawmill_ Proprietor; Mr. G. F. Beardsley, Metallurgist; Mr .. J. G. Davies, M.H.A. ;· Mr. D. C
Urquhart, M.H.A. 

I 

WITNESSES' EXPENSES. 
Mr. R. Johnson, 10s. 6d.; Mr. G. Simmons, £2 2s. 

REP O _RT. 
1. SmcE the adjournment of the House your Cotini1ittee have diligently proceeded with andi 

completed its investigations. The following· are the principal questions with which the inquiry 
dealt:-

(a) The various items of aut110risecl Public ,v orks, both i11 the "urgent" and deferred 
Schedules, 53 Viet. Nos. 55 to 59, which rnighLprofitably be proceeded with at once. 

(h; New I)ublic Works which would probably be immediately reproductive by opening pp 
· " Cro,vn Lands, or by in any ,vay i1nproving the public estate, or which might, by opening· 

up new mineral couritry, give opening·s for mining· enterprise. 
(c) The practicability of the State temporarily employing men· at mining under such conditions, 

as ·would recoup or nearly recoup the amount paid in wagE;Js and expenses. 
(cl) The direct encouragement of certain industries which give emi)loyment to h,rge numbers 

of men, and will increase the value of our exports. 
(e) The propriety of forwarding the scheme of drainag·e for the City of Hobart. 

(.{) V ai;ious suggestions of wimeE>ses, 'the principal one being· the pror,10tion of legislation, to 
compel the adoption of rabbit-proof f'en,cing 011 a large scale in infested districts . 

. ,. 

2. Your Committee has already in its Interim· Report made recommendations regarding works 
refenecl to in paragraph (a). To these may be added Item 36, Ra:il_ways, 55 Viet. No. 59, Close 
Piling Bank of River :North Esk from Tamar-street Bridge to Railway Bridge, 1300 feet, and 
Item 127, 55 Viet. No. 56, Distillery Creek to Mowbray. 

3_. Regarding--parag1:aph (b), the evidence tliscloses the fact that there are in different parts of the 
Colony considerable tracts of agricultural land which would probably sell readily 3:ncl promote settle-
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·ment were they opene<l up by roads. It has been suggested that these areas should be surveyed 
·before selection is allowed to be made, and that the. u.neinploye<l might- be given a. large amount 
-of work in making roads. . Belie'l'ing that the opening up of these .. a1:eas would be immediately 
.reproductive and would give early employmeut, your Committee rerominend such works to your 
favouriable consideration. A schedule of the various ~reas is appended, .from which selection ruight 
preferably be made of such as are in ·nearest proximity to means of' cheap·transit -.to market, such 
as railways .or wate·n\arriage. · In· some of these districts the pre1:iaration of thelaud'for settlement 
would also probably be·justifiable a.: improving the yalue of the Crown estate .. ·y ?.Ur-Committee 
also strongly recommend· the extension cif tracks into unexplored mine1_;aJ countrj·, and. the making 

· of pac~-tracks or roads to mines which give promise of early production. .. ·' 

. 4. U:nder paragraph_ (c) your Committee recommend th0 adoption of a proposal made by the 
Secretary of l\'Iines that ·a limited uuniber of men be employed by the Government at l\Iount 
Cameron in alluvial tin-mining oil certain forfeited sections. Careful inquiry should be made by 
the Mines Department so as to ascertain whether this plan cannot be extended. . . 

Your Committee have taken a large amount of evidenc.e regarding the lode tin deposits at Blue 
·Tier, -and, while they cannot reconnnernl the working of these deposits by the State, they feel that 
Parliament would be justified in voting a. sufficient smn of money to have the most promising 
formations tested to a depth by the diamond drill. Sr.eing that there is little probability of employ
ment otherwise_being found for the large number hitherto-mainly dependent on public works, your 
·Committee feel that it is the duty of Parliament to encourage production in every legitimate way, 
and as there is a concurrence of opinion that these great deposits would pay well were they worked 
on a very large scale, the proving of them to such an extent as would demonstrate their value to 

-capitalists would donbless cause private enterprise to develop them with great gain to the Colony. 
In connection with mining, too, your Committee believ·e that a reform of the Mining Laws in the 
direction of compelling -a due amount of work to be performed on each section held, and a more 

Tigid enforcement of the labour clauses i,mder the existing law, w~mld. t_end to the earlier.development 
-of mineral finds and. a corresponding· increase in the number of men at work. 

5. 'l'he evidence given before your Committee under 'paragraph (d) shows that the timber 
industry will absorb a large amount of our unemployed if a market can be obtained at Home for 
·Tasmanian paving-blocks. The assistance given by the State towards sending home a trial ship
.ment will .be an: immediate help to the unemployed sawmillers, and will probably give this promising 
industry a good start. 

6. The Colony is now exporting monthly some I 800 to 2000 tons of sil'vei·-leatl 01·e, which is 
-smelted principally in Germany. 'l'he smelting of this quantity or ore locally would employ a con
siderable number of men, and ~ould greatly increase the value of our exports. Expert evidence 
showi- that the ore c11uld Le economically turned into bullion here were the industry once fairly 
established. Your Committee suggest, that, as an inducement· for the early starting of this 
.industry 011 a large scale, a bonus might be oHered for the first 10,000 tons of silver-lead bullion 
smelted in the Colony within a limited. time. 

7. Regarding paragraphs (e) and (j), your Committee do not make any rec01irn1e1Hlation. 

8. In conclusion, your Committee, who have given a large amount. of time and taken considerable 
·trouble in this matter, beg to impress upon Parliament the great necessity for immediately adopting 
measures calculated to give relief in the form of work. ~ ow that lmrve,-ting is over, the number of 
men out of employment is increasing, a.11d there seems a certainty of great hardship ensuing during 
the coming winter. Seeing that probably State assistance will have to be given in some form, 
there can be ~o doubt that such help will be 1nore acceptable to the, recipients, and more profita Lie 
-to the Gove~·nment, if it is earned. · 

9. SCHEDULE qf' umelected Crown Lands rqjim·erl to in paragraph 3. 

Florentine Valley ........................................................ . 
V allev of Arve .................................................... ; ...... . 
Vicinity of Port Esperance ................ : ......................... . 
Vicinity of Sandfly ..................................................... . 
P~rish of Wei~ (~eorge River) .................................... .. 
R1ngarooma D1stnct ............... · ..................................... . 
Mount Horror ................................................ , .......... . 
Scottsdale ................................................................. . 
Mount Barrow ................ ~ ... · ...................... .-................ . 
Ulverstone ·Back Country ............................................... . 

,, ,, ................................................... . 
River Blyth ................ ; ............................... · ............... . 

· Wellington ................................................................ . 
Inglis River .............................................................. . 
Duck River .............................. : ................................ . 

Acres. 
18,000 

9000 
5000 
1000 
3000 
3000 
5000 
3000 
1000 
6000 

:30,000 in 4 lots 
· ~000 

6000 
6000 
4000 

10. Your Committee have the honor to submit their Report for the favourable consideration of 
your Honorable House. . 

. EDWARD 'MULCAHY, Chairman. 
Committee Room, 17 tlt May, 1894. 
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MINUTES OF P .R O C E E D I N G S. 

T1rn Committee met at 2·40 l'.lr. 

TUESDAY, APR~_L 10, 1894. 

Present-Mr. Pillinger, Mr. McWilliams, Mr. Woollnough, Mr. Mulcahy 
::\fr. Mulcahy was voted to the Chair. 
The Committee deliberated . 

. l.\fr. Piesse took his seat. 

(Mover).' 

(i\o. 47.)-

Resolved, That the following witnesses be summoned to attend and give evidence before the Committee at· 
10·30 A.M. to-morrow :-Mr. "'\V. Smith, Secretary to Lands and "'\Vorks Department; Mr. E. A. Uouusel, Deputy 
Surveyor-General. 

Resolved, That the Manager of the Mount Cameron Water-race, Mr. Griffin, be requested· to gi ~e written 
. evidence a~ to the probability of finding employment for any of the unemployed upon the Mount C11.meron Tin Fields .. 

'rhe Committee adjourned at 4 P.M_. until 10·30 A.M. on Wednesday, 11th instant. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 11, 1894. 
The Committee met at 10·35 A,M. 

Present-Mr. Macdonald, Mr. Piesse, Mr. Pillinger, )fr. Woollnough, Mr. Mu~cahy (Chairman). 
'l'he Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 
The Chairman tabled (1) suggestions by the Member for Brighton as to the best means of providing work for -

the unemployed-Appendix A.; (2) letter from Mr. Henry Johnson, dated 10th April, 1894, containing similar 
suggestions; (3) communication from Mr. Clement Johnson, of Bellerive, dated 11th April, 1894, stating his wish to 
be examined by the Committee. 

Mr. "'\Villiam Smith, Secretary to the Public "'\Vorks Department, was called in and examined. 
Mr. Smith withdrew. 
'l'he Committee Clerk informed the Committee that Mr. Griffin, Manag-er of the Mount Cameron W.ater-race, .. 

had been requested to give written evitlence for the information of the Committee. 
Resolved, That the Chairman be instructed to obtain the leave of the House to sit during the adjournment. 
Mr. John Helmer, Inspector of Pu]?lic "'\Yorks, was called in and examined. · 
Mr. Helmer withdrew. 

. Resolved, That Mr. James Fincham, Engineer-in-Chief, Mr. Simmons, Northern Inspector of Roads, and Mr. 
"'\V. Duffy, late Engineer of Ro.ads, be summoned to attend and give evidence before the Committee at a later hour 
in the day. 

'rhe Committee adjourned at 12·55 r.M. until the next sitting of' the House. 

Al•'1'ERNOON SITTING., 
The Committee met at 4·30 l'.)r. 

Present-Mr. Piesse, Mr. Woollnough, and Mr. Mulcahy· (Chairman). 
Mr. James Fincham, Engine()r-in-Chief, was called in and examined. 
Mr. Macdoualcl and Mr. Fillinger took their seat.9. 
Mr. Fincham withdrew. 
Mr. John Helmer, Inspector of Public ,-rorks, was recalied and examined. -
Mr. Helmer withdrew. 
A plan of the proposed Tamar-street briclge,•and the drawings and correspondence. in. co1:nection with the 

extension of the Railway to the Hobart wharves, were tabled. . 
Ordered, That the following witnesses be summoned to attend and give evidence before.the Coqxmittee :-Mr .. 

T. Lewis, Hobart; Mr. F. Young; Mr. Simmons, Inspector of Roads, Latrobe. , 
Tlw Committee adjourned at 5·30 P.M. until li A.~r. Tliursday, 12th April. 

'l'HURSDA Y, APRIL 12, 1894. 

The Committee met at 11·15 A.~r. 
Present-Mr. Pillinger, Mr. Macdonald; Mr. Mulcahy (Chairman). 
The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and.confirmed. 
The C0mmittee adjourned at 11·25 until 3 P.M. 

AFTERNCON Sn·nxG. 

The Committee re-assembled at 3 l'.M. 

Pi·esent-Mr. Fillinger, Mr. Piesse, Mr. Macdonald, Mr. McWilliams, Mr. Mulcahy (Chaimian). 
Mr. C. H. Smith, Road Contractor, was called in and examined. 
Mr. Smith withdrew. 
Mi". E. Counsel, Deputy Surveyor-General, was called in and examin3d. 
Mr. Mulcahy left the Chair, anrl Mr. Piesse wes app1inted Chairman pro tem. 
J\'lr. Counsel withdrew. 
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The Chairman taLll'd the written evidence of Mr. Ja mes F. Y oung.-A ppendix B. 
A l:ittrr was received from ~lr. H. Chesterman, TimLer Merchant, requesting examination by the Committt~e. 
Rernlved, That tlw following witne~s he sum~oned to attend and give evidence before the Committee :-c\fr. R . 

.. Jolrnson, of the Blue Tier. 
The Committee adjourned at 4·45 I'.llf. until 11 ,Lllf. on l'rictay, the 13th April. 

FRIDAY, .APRIL 13, 1894. 

TnE Committee mr.t at 11 A.llr. 

Pre11tnt-YI.r. :vrc,Villmms, Mr. Piesse, Mr. :Macdonald, and t\-Ir. Mulcahy (Chairman). 

The Minutes of the last ·Meeting were read and confirmed. 
Mr. Fillinger tlilok his seat. 
Mr. R. Johnson was called in and examined. 
Mr. Johnson withdrew. 
)Ir. George Simmons, Inspector of Road8, \va8 called in and examined. 
Mr. Simmons withdrew. · 

_ The Committee adjourned at 1 P.]I. until 3 I'.llf. 

A:i,"l"JmNoox Srrnxo. 

The Committee re-assembled at 3·10 P.]I. 

Present-Mr. Macdonald, Mr. )le Williams, and Mr. Mulcahy (Cliairmar,). 
Account passed-)Ir. Simmons, £2 2s., travt;lling expenses. 
i\fr. T. Lewis was called in and examined. 
:i\fr. Lewis withdrew. 
:Mr. F. Belstead, Secretary of Mines, was called in and examined. 
Mr. BC:Jlstea<l withdrew.-
M~. E. Counsel, Deputy .Surveyor-General, was recalled and examined. 
Mr .. Counsel tabled a sketch plan of exploratio11.of Florentine Valley and Weld· River Ly Surveyor Frodsham 

and six Discrict sketches. 
Mr. Pillinge1• took his seat. 
Mr. Counsel withdrew. 
Resolved, That. Mr. H. Chesterman he summoned to u.tte11tl nm! give evidence before the Committl'e at a elate to 

. br. deterri1int'.d by the Chairma1.1. 
Account passed :-iHr. R. Johnson, loss of time, 10s. 6d. 
The Committee deliberated. 
Resolved, That Messrs. Piesse and .Mulcahy be appointed to draw up an luterim Report to be 811b111itted at the 

. next iH eeti11g of the Committee. . 
Thc'Committec adjourned at 5·40 l'.J\L until 11 A.)!. Oil 'l'uesdu.y, the 17th i11stant .. 

TUESDAY, APRIL 17, 1894. 
The Committee met at 11 A.M. 

Present-Mr. :Macdonald, Mr. \Voollnough, and Mr. Mulcahy (Chnirman). 
The Minute.; of the last i\foeting were read and confirmed. 

The Chaii-man informed the Committee that-Mr. Piesse aud the Hon . .A. T. Pillin!;{er had ceusecl to he '.\lcmbers 
of the House of Asoembly. 

Re~olved, That the Chairmnil do move the House for the appointment of Messrs. Gilmore and Bradley to the 
· vacant seats. 

A letter was received from Mr .. Theo. P. Jo1,es, of the Henty, dated 12th April, 1804, containing sugo-estio11s lor 
employ1I1ent of ~m·vlus labour (Appendix C:); al~u one from :i\'lr. ,v. Smith, Secretary to Public Works Depart
meut, dated 16th April, stating his readiness for lurther examination. 

Mr. Montgomery,. In~pector of i\1ines, "·as called in and examined. 
Mr. Montgomery withdrew. 
The Commit.lee adjourned at l 1•.M. until 3 1•.Jr. 

AFTE.H'NOO:\' SrnISG. 

Present-Ur. Woollnough, Mr . .Macdonald, and Mr. :Mulcahy (Chairman). 
The Chairman tabled the draft Progress Report, which wns re-ad and agreed to. 
Ordered, Trmt the Chairman <lo present the sa_id Report at the next sitting of the House!. 
The Committee adjourned at 3·35 I'.J\C. until 11 A.JI. on Wednesday, the 18th .A1iril. 

WEDNESDAY, .APRIL 18, 1894. 
TnE CommittPe met at 11 ·10 A.M. 

Present-Mr. Wooll11ough, Mr. Macdon~ld, Mr. Bradley, c\:Ir. Mulcahy (Chairman). 
'fhe :Minutes of the last· ~ieeting ,\·ere read and confirmed.. · 

:..Mr. William Smith, Secretary to the Public "r orks Department, wus called in and exami11ed. 



(No. 47.) 

vu 

Mr:. William Smith withdrew. 
Mr. l\!Iacdonald taLled the following 1'elegri:.m received in reply to the following query :- _ 
"Can you give me the names of Mines whose work is stppped, which miners could work on tribute, if allowed, 

-and how many men could go on the cla,ims ?" · · 
"The following mines are really good enough for tribufo'parties, and could give work to say 20 to 30 miners if 

,available for tribute:-Gatc Extended, East Gate, Morning Star and Boys' Companies." 
The Committee adjourned at 12·15 1•.:-.r. until 3 r.u. 

AF'l'ERNOON SITTING. 

The Committee met at 3·15 r.M. 

Present.--nfr. Bracl!P.y, Mr. :Macdonald, Mr. W oollnough, Mr. Mulcahy (Chairman). 
Mr. Macdonald made a statement to the Committt•e (vide evidence of' this day) . 
. .Mr. Thomas Budgeon, of' Hobart, was called in and examined . 
. .Mr. Budgeon withdrew. 
Mr."Meats, of Hobart, was called in and examined. 
Mr. Meats withdrew. 
Mr. Benjamin Dyer was called in and examined. 
:i.\ir. Dyer withdrew. 
Mr. F. vV. Hortin was called in and exan:.ined. 
Mr. Hortin withdrew. 

·Ti1e Committee adjourned at 4·50 P.M; until 11 ,t.ll-r. on Thursda,y, 19th April. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 19, 1894. 
THE Committee met at 11·30 A.)r. 

Pi·esent-Mr. Bradley, Mr. Macdonald, and :i.\fr. Mulcahy (Chairman). 
Thejylinutes of last Meeting were read and confirmed. 
Mr. vVoollnongh took his seat. 
The Chairman tabled a reply from l\!Ir. Griffin, Manager of the Mount Cameron vVater-race; to certain queries 

forwarded to him on the 10th instant. 
Mr. Hobert s·ydney Milles, City Surveyor, was called in and examined. 
:i.\1r. Milles wjthdrew. 
Mr. Malcolm Kennedy, Engineer, was ca,lled in a.ml examined. 
Mr. Kennedy "·ithdrew. 
Mr. Alfred Mault, Secretary to the Central Board of Health, was called in and examined. 
:i.\fr. lVIault withdrew. 
The Committee adjourned at 1·16 P.11. until 3·30 P.?r· 

AFTERNOON SITTING. 

Present-Mr. :i.\facdonald, Mr. Bradley, Mr. Woollnough, and :.\fr. Mulcahy (Chairman). 
Mr. W oollnough placed on record his opi1{ion of the inexpediency ~f taking c~iclence on the Hobart Drainage 

·Scheme, on the ground that the consideratbn of that proposed w9rk is beyond the scope of the Committee,- it not 
being of an immediately reproductive character. 

Mr. F01~d, Millowner, was called in au:! examined. 
Mr. Ford withdrPw. 
Ordered, That Messrs. A. Risby and J. Graves be ordered to attend and give evidence before the Committee at 

J 1 A.)r. to-morrow. 
The Committee adjourned at 5 1•.M. until 11 ,L}I. on Friday, the 20th A1)l·il. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 20, 1894. 
~rhe Count:il met at 11·30 A.M. 

Present-lVIr. vVoollnough, .Mr. Bradley, Mr. M·ulcahy (Chairman). 
'The Minutes of' the last Meeting were re.id and confirmed. 
)fr. E. G. Ford, Sawmill Proprietor, was called in and examined. 
Mr. Ford withdrew. -

:Mr. Arthur Risby, Sawmill Propriet-Jr, was called in and examined. 
Mr. Risby withdrew. 
Captain T. Fisher, Sawmill Propriet:ir, was called in and examined. 
-Captain Fisher withdrew. 

·· Mr. H. Chesterman, Timber Merchant and Sawmill Proprietor, was called in and examined. 
Mr. Chesterman withdrew. 
'The Committee adjourned at 10 P.llI until a elate to he herea~'ter declared 1;y the Chairman. 
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 9, 1894. 
The Committee met at 11 ·15 A.M. 

Present-Mr. Woollnough, Mr. Bradley, Mr. Macdonald, and Mr. Mulcahy (Chairman). 
The Minutes of. the last M1Jeti11g were rea_d ·and confirmed. 
Mr. H. Chesterman, Timber Merchant and Sawmill Proprietor, was called in am! examined. 
Mr. Chesterman withdrew. 
The Committee adjourned at 12_noon until 3 r.M. 

A:F'l'ERNOON SITTING. 

The Committee re-assembled at 3·10 P.M. 

Present-Mr. Bradley, Mr. Woollnough, Mr. Ma~donald, and Mr. Mulcahy (Chairman). 
Ordered, That Mr. G. F. Beardsley Mr. Belstead, and His Worship.the Mayor of Launceston, be summoned t@• 

-attend before the Committee and give evidence. · . 
Mr. G. F. Beardsley, Metallurgist, was called in and examined. 
Mr. Beardsley withdrew; 
Mr. Francis Belstead, Secretary of the Mines Department, was called in and examined. 
Mr. Belst~ad withdrew. 
Re!olved: That Mr. D. C. Urquhart and Mr. J. G. Davies, Ms.H.A., be requested to attend and give evidenc~ 

before the Committee. · 
Ordered, That His "\Vorship the Mayor·of Hobart be summoned to attend and give evidence before the Com-

mittee. 
The Committee adjourned at 4·30 P.M. until ·11 A.11r. on Thursday, the 10th May. 

THURSDAY, MAY 10, 1894. 
The Committee met at 11·15 A.11r. 

Present-"YI.r. Bradley, Mr. Macdonald, Mr. Woollnough, and Mr. Mulcahy (Chairman). 
The :Minutes of the last Meetiug were confirmed. 
A telegram ,vas received fro'm His "\Vorship the Mayor of Launceston, requesting to be excused from attendance,. 

and stating tlrnt the only evidence he could give on the subject under enquiry was that the Corporation 'would· 
probably employ men stone-breaking. 

Mr. J. G. Davies, Member for Fingal, was called in and examined. 
Mr. Davies withdrew. · 
Mr. D. C. Urquhart, Member for Montagu, was called in and examined. 
Mr. Urquhart withdrew. 
The Committee aqjourned at 12·25 1•.11r. \liltil 3·15 P.:11r. 

AFTERNOON SITTING. 

The Committee resumed at 3·20 1•.111. 

Present-Mr. Btadley, Mr. Macdonald, Mr. Woollnough, and Mr; Mulcahy (Chairman). 
The Committee deliberated on the prepar11tion of the Draft Report. 
The Commictee adjourned at· 5·50 l'.llr. until 11 A.M. on Friday_, the 11th iI1stant. 

FRIDAY, MAY 11, 1894'. 
The Committee met at 11·30 A.ii[. 

Present-Mr. Bradley, Mr. Woollnough, Mr. Mulcahy (Chairman). 
The Minutes of the lust Meeting were read··aml·confirmed,· -
The Commitcee deliberated on the preparation of the Draft Report. 
The Committee adjourned at I ·10 r.::.r. until 11 A.!lr. on "'Wednesday, the 16th instant. 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 16, 1894. 
The Committee met at 11 ·20 A.!II. 

Present-Mr. Minister of Lands, Mr. Macdonald, Mr. Gilmore, Mr. Woollnough, Mr. Mc William~, and Mr. 
Mulcahy (Chairman). 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 
The Committee deliberated. · 
The Hon. the JYiinister of Lands and "\Yorks withdrew. 
A letter from ":His ·worship the Mayor of Launceiton, dated 15th May, 1894, was read. (Appendix D.) 
The Draft Report was then considered. 
Paragraph i re.ad ·and agreed to. 
Paragmph 2 rciad and agreed to. 
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Paragraph 3 read, amended in line 5 by striking out the words "not only" (Mr. Woollnough), and the 
·words "but in preparing the land for settleme~t by ringing large trees, &c.," (Mr. Mc Williams); in line 10 by 
inserting the words "In some of these districts the preparation of the land for settlement would also probably be 

justifiable work as improving the value of the Crown estate ,,. after the worcl "carriage" (Mr. JVIc "\Villiams), and 
agreed to. 

Paragraph 4, amendment proposed, and Motion made, That the words "u·nder paragrai)h 3 your Com'mittee 
recommend the adoption of a proposal made by the Secretary of Mines that a limited number of men be 
employed by the'Government at Mount Cameron in alluviatl tin-mining on certain forfeited sections. Careful inquiry 
should be made by the Mines Department so as to ascertain whether this plan cannot be extended," be struck out , 
(Mr. McWilliams). _ 

Question put, That the words proposed to be struck out stand part of the paragraph. 
The Committee divided:-Ayes, Mr. Woollnough, Mr. Macdonald, Mr. Gilmore, Noes, Mr. l\foWilliams. 
And so it passed in the Affirmative. 
The Committee adjourned at 12·45 r.111 until 4 P.M. 

AFTERNOON SIT'l'ING. 
The Committee ·re-assembled at 4 r.M. 

Present-The whole of the Committee. 
Paragi;aph 4, amended in line 8 by striking out the· wonls '' of say feet either" (Mr. Woollnough) ; lines 8 and 

9, by striking out the words" or preferably by the sinking of shafts'.' (Mr. ·woollnCJugh); in line 12, by striking 
out the words " opening " and inserting " proving" in lieu thereof, and agreed to. 

Paragraph 5. read and agreed to. 
Paragraph 6. Motion made, aml negatived, in line 9, that the 'words "Your Committee suggest that as an 

inducement for the early starting of this industry on a large scale, a bonus might be offered :fur the first 10,000 
tons of silver-lead bullion smelted within the Colony within a limited time" (Mr. vVoollnough). 

Paragraph amended by affixing the words" within a limited ~ime" (Mr. Mc Williams) and agreed to. 
Paragraphs 7 and 8 read and agreed to. 
Schedule, paragraph 9, read and agreed to. 
The Coi-nmittee adjourned at 5·30 P_.nr. until 11·3p on Thursday, 19th ~Iay. 

THURSDAY, MAY 17, 1894. 
The Committee met at 3·30 P.nr. 
Preseut.-Mr. Mc Williams, Mr. Bradley, Mr. Macdonald, aml Mr. Mulcahy (Chairman). 
The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 
The Draft Report was read and agreed to. 
Resolved, That the Chairman do present the said Report to the Hrmse at its next sitting. 
The .Committee adjourned sine die. 
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EVIDENCE. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 11, 1894. 

WILLIAM SMITH, called and examined. 

1. By the Cltairman.-The object of this Committee is, first of all, to make enquiry into the number 
of public works authorised and not yet proceeded with, with the hope that something may be found to be 
gone on with immediately to afford some relief to the number of men that are at prese.nt unemployed in 
Tasmania. We have sent for you as being likely to give us what information we require on this point. 
What is your name? William Smith. 

2. What are yoa? I am Secretary of Public Works. I have not been able to get out the informa
tion you require in detail, as, receiving the notice to attend just as the office closed last night, I had not 
sufficient time, but I have got it approximately correct so far as totals are concerned. The total amount at 
present available for road and bridge work is in round figures to-day, £60,000: That is under the Special 
Public Works Acts. 

3. B.IJ 1111;. TVoollnough.-Is that all amongst the urgent works? No. I was going on to say that 
as soon as the Parliamentary proviso in regard :o waiting till the loan is floated is removed there will be 
about £60,000. 

4. By the C/,airman.-Do you mean that that is the whole balance? Yes, so far as special Public 
Works are concerned. Under the Crnwn L~nus Act we have, and this also is subject to correction 'in 
details, from £70,000 to £80,000. The amount available under this Act is of course subject to com
pliance with the conditions of the Act in respect to residence and'improvements, and before any expense is 
incurred in any particular district the officer who is in charge of that district has to report ;;hat these 
conditions have been complied with. The only information, therefore, that I can give in respect to Crown 
lands funds is in so far as it can be prepared in the office. ' 

5. By llfr. TVoollnough.-Is there any o'f that money due not spent, the conditions having been 
complied with, within the knowledge of the office? I have no doubt that there are several places where 
expenditure could go on at once, bi1t I kuow of none that have been brought under notice that have been 
deferred in any way. As soon as the Mini3ter is applied to from any district an inspection is at once 
ordered, and the amount available ordered to be spent if the conditions have been complied with. We do 
not take the initiative to spend the money, but as soon as it is asked to be spent we then take the necessary 
steps. That £60,000 is for roads and bridges, under the Special Pnblic ·vv orks Act sanctioned by _Parlia
ment, subject to correction in details whicli I am at present getting out .. It is exclusive of £12,000 for a 
special bridge over the Tamar at Launceston. Of the £70,000 to .£80,000 under the Waste Lands and 
Crown Lands Acts, I think you could regard half that sum as availaole under the terms of the Act 
for expenditure in the various localities entitled to it, but that could only be determined by an outdoor 
inspection. 

6. By the C!tairrnan.-At what do yo~ estimate the amount available? Of course l have no data to 
work upon, but, roughly speaking, you might say ~1alf the amount is available. The inspectors have to 
examine the lots and see whether they have been improved or resided upon as the Act directs. One Act 
requires improvements and the other residence. 

7. Y 011 say, therefore, that there is about £60,000 available for roads and bridges, including what are 
considered urgent, and about £80,000 under the ,vaste Lands Act >111d CI'own Lands Act, of which about 
£40,000 is available, and £12,000 for a bridge over the Tamai'? Yes, that is correct. 

8. Is there any other money authorised which would be likely to be spent to assist the unemployed at 
the present time? Not that I know of. There is a sum under 'the head of" Tracks," but that is not . 
available yet, as we have only voted supplies for the half-yeai·. It is not vsry much, only about £1000 
or so. 

9. In the Schedule are there any special works tbat you think this Committee could recommend the 
House to go on with immediately with profit to the country? I don't know of any. The items are so 
small and oo scattered about throughout the country that I don't know how you could pick any of them 
out. The out-door officer, Mr. Helmer, could advise you better upon that point, as he is often travelling 
about the country. Many of the works are not suitable fo1· the unemployed, and it is only in such cases 
as forming new roaJs that we can put them on to work with advantage. 

10. What is the general character of the work? Clearing and forming. 
11. Are yon in a position to inform the Committee as to urgent Publi_c 'Works that are not in the 

Schedule? No, Sir, I am not. · 
12. Have you any information to give the Committee as to the roal which has been suggested to the_ 

Florentine Valley? No, Sir, that is a suggestion I think by Mr. Counsel, but I am not quite sure on that 
point. At any rate it hus not come before me. 

13. It was suggested at one time to continue the rai!l,,.iy r:innd to the wha1ves? .. Thei·e was a pro
posal to that effect, and a plan was prepared a·, the time, wliich I produ~e. 'l'he survey was made by Mr. 
Mault in 1883, and there was some corresponc.ence in respect to it . 

• 
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14. By 1lf1·. Piesse.-Was that before the Fisherman's Do<ik was altered? .Yes. The Engineer-in
Chief waited on the Marine Board to discuss the matter some time ago, and a letter from Master Warden 
of the Marine Board to the Treasurer,. dated July 18th, 1885, states-" The Engineer-in-Chief attended 
the Board's Meeting yesterday, when several suggestions were made to him the practicability of which he 
has promised to take into consideration. Until this is done it is premature· for me to enter into particulars. 
On May 17th, 1889, reporting on the question of gates at the crossing of Macquarie-street, the Engineer
in-Chief stated in a letter-" The relief asked for should in my opinion be given: at the same time I only 
regard it as a tentative measure, and look for permanent relief ( as the Government lines increase the 
traffic) to a large goods yard on the New Wharf, connected with the Main Line Railway." 

15. By llfr. Pillinger.--Is there any report on the subject from the General M,mager of the Rail
way? Not that I am aware of. 

16. By the Chairman.-Is there any estimate of the cost of that given? Not that I am aware of. 
I will see wl1en I return to the office if there is anything of the kind there. 

17. There being no report from the General Manager on the question, would you care to give an 
opinion? No, it is hardly within my duty. 

18. Have any applications been made from any part of the country to the Department recommending 
the opening of tracks for mineral exploration or otherwise? Yes, Sir. 

19. Very many? There are not many that have not been already dealt with. Some have been 
deferred for want of fund.s, but not very many that have not been sanctioned. 

20. With regard to the briage over the Tamar, that ill urgently required, is it not? I believe it is. 
21. Is there any intention on the part of the Department to proceed with the matter at an early date? 

It is deferred by reason.of that proviso of Parliament to wait the floating of the Loan. No order has been 
given by the Minister to take steps in connection with it. 

22. Ai·e the plans and speciifoations ready to be proceeded with at once? Yes, the plans were sub-
mitted ·some time ago. 1 

23. Is it a kind of work that would give employment for local labour, skilled and unskilled? Yes. 
24. Is it an iron bridge? Yes, i,t_ is. 
25. What the Committee really ,va'nt to know, besides the amount available or authorised, and any 

suggestion you may offer in regard to new public works, is the very information you don't seem to be able 
to give us. I refer to any special works that you might recommend to be gone on with at once, with 
profit to the country and help to the. unemployecl? I cannot tell you that. The works are so small, being 
limited from £100 to £250, and so on, that I cannot pick out any. Mr. Helmer is in a far better pogition 
to advise the Committee to give information as to what works are suitable to put the unemployed on. He 
has been putting the unemployed on in several cases where he could get sanction for their employment. 

26. What is the experience of the Department in regard to the work done-do you find the contract 
system better than putting the men on at. daily wages under Government. supervision? The reports we 
have had in the office lately have been satisfactory so far as the character and cost of the work done by 
daily labour is concerned. It gives the office and the inspectors considerably more trouble. Many of the 
men are unused to that class of work, and require constant supervision. But, on the whole, the reports are 
satisfactory, both as to the class of work done and the cost. · . 

27. By jJfr. Piesse.-Can you tell us what amount of urgent works are available? I can give you 
the exact figures in a little while; but, roughly, I should say about £12,000 to £15,000. The particulars 
of these works are being taken out now. 

28. Under the-Crown L~nds and Waste Lands Acts there is from £70,000 to £80,000, subject to 
conditions of residence and improvement, and only probably half of that is available? Yes. 

29. Is it not a fact that that money is usually expended so that the settlers in the vicinity of the roads 
get'the contracts: is not that the policy of the Department? We expend it by public tender, and the 
1owest tenderer gets it, if there is no objection to him. · 

30. But, as a fact, has it not been a~ I state? I cannot ~ay it is. The work g-oes to the lowest 
tenderer. The selectors do tender, if it is a _part of the year during which they are free, and take the work 
as a rule cheaper than any one else. · 

31. But is not the sum available for this work looked to by selectors in the localities· where it is to be 
spent as a means of keeping themselves going? That is so, in many cases. We cannot, however, prevent 
people from travelling the country as they do, when five or six often club together to get work where they 
can, and they frequently take work cheaper than the local people. 

. 32. As to your remark that forming and earthw~rk was the principal part of the work done by the 
unemployed, metal of course would furnish a means of employment? Breaking stones of course would. 
We have spent about £500 lately in giving relief in that respect .in the vicinity of Hobart. 

33. Are these country roads to be unmetalled? Many of them. The votes do not provide for 
metalling in many cases, or only partly so. · 

34. By Mr. 1'J!Iacdonald.-With respect to the Tamar bridge, is there any arbitrary reason why it 
ehould be put on the-Schedule covered by;'an amount not floated? It.was regarded by the Cabinet when 
they submitted the Schedule to Parliament as a work that could wait till the floating of the loan. 

35. The second section of the loan? Well, the proviso by Parliament did not make any section of 
it ; the idea was to wait until the floating of the loan. · · 

· 36. B.11 Mr. Wo6llnou_qlt.-Can you tell the Committee what amount of that ~60,000 'Yould be 
available for such work as the unemployed could be employed upon. Of course 8: certam proport10n could 
not be utilised for the unemployed, as it means work which they could not do; but such work as clearing . 

• 



3 
(No. 4?,) 

and forming they could do? No; I cannot tell you that just now. We should have to go through each 
item in the Schedule separately. · 

37. I only want the proportion? I cannot give you any idea now. 
. 38. Can you tell us generally whether the work done by the unemployed is in any way more costly 
than .that done by the ordinary contract system? I think, on the whole, that it is not more costly. 

39. Do you think their work is equally effective with the ordinary contract work? That is a question 
that would be better answered by an outdoor officer who has the supervision of the work, such as Mr. 
Helmer; · 

40. Would it take long to discover, on the part of your Department, h.ow much of the £40,000 · 
available under the Waste Lands Act could be spent in order to satisfy the terms of the Act? To do it 
properly means the inspection of each particular locality. I have no doubt we could get you the informa
tion approximately in. the office relating to many of the districts about which we know from office 
documents. 'l'he work,s under the Crown Lands Act are scattered about so much that while there might 
be a good round sum due to one district, it might have to be spent in many different places in it to benefit 
the selections from which it is derived. In many cases, therefore, this would not be suitable to the 
unemployed, as there would be perhaps .£20, £25, or £50 to be spent in one place, and then they would 
have to go on somewhere else. You can only employ them to advantage where you can get a good round 
sum for one particular locality. In some of the districts there is such a sum available, 

41. By Jl!Ir. Pillinge1·.-Is there any provision for buildings in the P·ublic Works Schedule? Yes ; 
there is about £30,000 in respect to buildings, including £3500 for the Government Printing Office, 
£2500 for sundry police and court-house buildings, £2200 for additional building·s at the Hobart General 
Hospital, £3700 for Launceston General Hospital, £1500 for Kerosene Store, Launceston, and £1300 for 
Bonded Warehouses, Launceston. Roughly speaking, there is about £15,000 available for expenditure. 

42. That does not include any provision for school buildings? No Sir, we have about £5000 for 
schools at present. 

43. B!! Mr. Piesse.-Suppose it ·was dete1·mined to put some of these men on to any of these works, 
is the Department ready with its plans and spe,Jifications? No, Sir, we are not. Some of these works we 
could put men on at once, but in many of them the Inspector would have to go through and select the 
.route. If you put a lot of men im these works at once it would be only wasting money. It is also not so 
much the route as the class of work to be done. The Inspector would have to go over the route and see 
in what way he could spend the vote to the best advantage; and he has to know the whole of the work to 
be done before he can start. 

JOHN HELMER, called and examined. 

44. By the Chairman.-What is your name?· John Helmer. 
45. What are you? Inspector of Roads for the Southern Division of the Colony. 
46. The Committee have asked you to come here to give them some information regarding the Public 

Works that are on the Schedule and have not been proceeded with yet. We want to know if you can 
advise us as to the urgency of any of them? 'I have had the matter under consideration from time to 
time, and I think I have pretty well ·thinned out all the votes that are available for the unemployed. Of 
course there are a number of votes for which you could not employ this class of men,-such for instance, 
where there is a lot of carting required. 

47. We are not alluding to the urgent works alone, but to the whole of them? We have taken some 
of the other votes as well; they were expended by direction of the Minister. 

48. Can you direct us from the Schedule regarding any works which would be of benefit to the Colony 
which could be proceeded with at once? I think the votes are pretty well all expended, as far as I know. 
I have had the.m under consideration for the last 12 months, ~and all those near Hobart and down to 
Southport have been expended, including ~ome of the deferred ones. The Minister authorised me to take 
any votes out that could be proceeded with to advantage, and I did so. I have about 220 of the 
unemployed at work at present. 

49. We wish to know what amounts are available and unexpended? I should suggest that a special 
vote be obtained for the unemployed ; that has always been my idea, whether reproductive or not. Suppose 
you made a carriage drive to the Springs, if you spent £2000 upon it, it would keep 100 men employed 
for, say, 5 months. ' 

50. Would £2000 do the work? Yes, I think so.. You might make another drive up Mount Nelson 
-that would cost about £800. Then there is the Derwent Park Estate ; you might make a road there. 
You would be improving Government prope"rty, and enhancing its value if the Government were to cut. it 
up for sale as building sites. There are a number of other matters upon which a special vote could be 
spent to advantage. There are a certain class of people you could not take out of town, as they are unfit 
to go in the bush miles away from home. 

51. By 1lfr. Piesse.-What would the Derwent Park Road cost? About £1000 would complete 
it. 

52. By the C!tairman.-Are these works you recommend the Government to go on with likely ·to 
be reproductive eventually? The Derwent Park Road would be reproductive. . 

53. In what way? The land is the property of the Government, and it would increase the value of 
the estate if the Government wished to sell it. · 
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54. Is the road ·one that would be of value to the Government in the event of their placing any· of 
the penal establishments 'there? Yes, they would require a road there. The· road is, at present, partly 
made, but it is not complete, from the main road to the estate. It is not metalled. 

55. Is there any other road there which the Government could use? There is a road from Risdon, 
hut it is a rough one, and would require to be put in order. By completing the new road you could 
drive from the main road at Glenorchy to Risdon; it would form a fine new drive, ·and be an improvement 
to the property at the same time. · · · 

56. Do you know anything about the proposal to conl.inue the railway line round the wharves? No, 
that is out ofmy province, and I have not gone into the matter. 

57. By Mr. Pie.~.~e.-Is the road at Derwent Park now in such a state that it can be safely left 
without fear of deterioration? It might be safely left, but it could not be used·in winter. 

58. To make·the money already spent good, would we not have to spend more money? Yes, £1000 
would complete the road right round. 

59. Would itbe a shorter road fort he Government than to go round by Risdon? Yes·, it would be shorter. 
60. Do you know that land is being sold in the vicinity of the property now? Yes. 
61. Do you know the price? About £100 to £180 an acre . 

. 62: By the Chai1·man.-Do you know the Derwent Park Estate pretty well? I have been th1:ough 
·-there several times. · • 

63. In the event· of the Government'deciding to build a gaol out there, tlo you think it would be 
suitable·for building purposes? It is a good building site, being well drained and nice, dry ground. 

64. And the new road would be a better route for the Government tq the site likely to be selected for 
the gaol or other establishment of that kintl than the present road through Risdon? Yes, it would be 
shorter. In the event of the Government desiring to sell any of the property . this road will directly 
enhance the value of the land. 

65 .. By Mr. Piesse.-How many acres are there in the Derwent Park Estate? 195 acres. 
66. By Llfr. Pillinge1·.-Does that road give the opportunity of draining that' country there that the 

Government had so much trouble with? We have drained a good deal of that country already with this 
road. We have made a drain on one side of the road 8ft. wide and 2 ft. deep, to take the surface water 
from Glenorchy way. 

67. By the C!iai1-1nan.-Do yon think that by going through the schedule aga.irr you could make a 
selecti<m of works that might be gone on with at onr.e? I arranged with the Minister this morning to 
send some of the unemployed away to Oyster Qove a_nd Bruni Island. 

68. We want you to go through the schedule ~nd select such work~ as can be gone on with? I have 
been through it a dozen times. 

69. You are not dealing with the Minister now. We want yon to give us a recommendation as to 
any of these works which can be- gone· on with at once, to the benefit of the Colony? Yes, I can do that 

70. By 11:fr. Woollnough.-Do you consider that you have exhausted the deferred schedule? Very 
nearly, though there may be a few votes left. I have been through both schedules very often, and picked 
out the works to which we could send these unemployed, and I don't think there are many left. 

71. By Mr. Pillinger.--Js the1;e any work necessary in rega.rd to the sale of the Government farm at 
New, Town? The streets are made but it was not considered advisable to sell the land, and nothing has 
been clone since. They are just using it a~ a farm now. 

72. There is no opening there for the unemployed? I don't think so. 
73. By the Cltairrrian:-Do you know anything of the Florentine Valley District? There is some 

good land there ; but unless they were prepared to form a settlement there, it wonlrl be no use the Govern
ment making a road there. 

74. Do you know of any works away from the City that would be suitable for the unemployed? i 
am sending some of them to the road froti Oyster Cove to Nicholls' Rivulet. 

75. Is that an authorised road? Yes. 
76. Will it open up some good land ? Yes ; and complete the road right through. 
77. By Mr. Pies.Ye.-Will that connect wid1 the reserve of 6000 acres the Minister of Lands had 

some idea of throwing open? No, that is at the Sandfl.y, in another direction. There is another road I 
might suggest, at Tyenna. There is a great deal of good la.nd available for selection there, and £1000 
spent there would be of great advantage . 

. '78. What is available for the unemployed you are now working? Within the last day or two I have 
picked out four votes that are amongst the deferred ones. I am sending about twenty men away to-, 
morrow morning to Oyster Cove; and I am going to send a lot to Bruni Isla11d, where there is a small 
vote of £200, which is on the deferred list too. I have been picking out these votes for the last twelve 
months, and all the votes round Hobart were expended last winter. The principle we adopt now is piece
work : we mark m1t a road and let it out in sections. Three or four meu take, say, five or ten chains, and 
we fix n. fair price. · 

79. By Mr. Pillinger.-What is Bentley's gang· system of contract? It is a New Zealand system, 
something similar to what I have described. We know pretty well what we can g.et the work done for, 
and" we supply tools and tents, and pay the men's passages, and we have an officer in charge to see that the 
work is done properly .. I find this plan is better .than day work. We find the strong men get together in 
gangs, and leave the weaker together, and though the latter take a longer time over their work, they get 
the same amount in the long run. · 
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80. Do the men work well? They have to. It they don't do their work properly they don't get 
paid. Some of the men are earning good wages, and others very little. If they wish to get a living they 
have to stick to their work. We cannot ihelp if a man is not used to the work; if he does not earn any
thing we cannot pay him. 

81. Do you find any of t1ie class of men who don't want to work? There are not many of them now. 
There were some in the first instance; but they are pretty well pushed now, and glad to get anything to do. 

JAMES FINCHAM, carted and e;amincd. 

82. By the Oftairman.-What is your name? James Fincham. 

83. What are you'/ Engineer-in-Chief. 
84. What we sent for yon principally for was to obtain your opinion in regard to the expediency of con

structing a continuation of the Main Line Railway round the wharves. Then~ was a proposal to that 
effect, was there not? The proposition originated with myself asking permission for a survey to provide 
for such a line when the Derwent Valley Line was first proposed to Parliament, with a view to providing 
independent accommodation for the Government traffic, wit.h running powers -over the Main Line from 
Bridgewater. The_ work proposed is in 55 Viet. No .. 59, in the list m~rked '' urgent," with an estimate of 
which I know nothing. It-originated, I believe, with some report of Mr. Napier Bell's in connection with 
the Hobart Station, and the work provided for, as I understand it, is for a siding fast of all to get down 
from tl1.e high level of the Main Line, somewhere near the turntable, to the low level near the old Rifle 
Butts, and by a back shunt to get into the engine shed accommodation·; with an extended line that should 
touch near the end of the Dunn-street Pier. As I understand it, the vote that was put do)vn was for 
works more immediately connected with the Station accommodation at present than with any wharf 
~"~- . . 

85. Do you think such a continuation of the line as I have described would be a source of immediate 
profit? I would not like to say_off-hand that it would pay ,vithout having information ,as to the probable 
traffic; but there is no doubt that a direct Railway communication between the wharves and the Railway 
Station would be a great convenience. 

86. Do you think the construction of snch a line would give much work? N·o; it would only afford 
work to a limited extent to the class, as I know them, who are seeking work. It would, of course, .give a 
certain amount of work to platelayers, ballast-men and excavators. A portion of the wor~ provided for 
has really been done practically without cost by utilising the waste material, when the station yard was 
enlarged, to raise the level. 

87. Do you think such a work would be justifiable as one means of relieving the present distress? 
It would be of advantage to put in hand any work' of which Parliament has approved if any relief could 
be given by so doing, but Irdo not know to what extent immediate work could be provided out of this vote. 
It is possible that some preparatory work might be done. I hardly look upon it as a means. of immediate 
relief. 

88. In regard to item 28, £3500, has that rate been expended? I know nothing about the estimate 
or to what extent the. money has been expended. 

89. You can give us no more information? No, I have nothing to do with the preparation of the 
estimates for that ·work. It was done by the Railway Department. 

90. Who would give us the information? Possibly Mr. McCormick. 
91. There is an item of £1500 for new engine sheds at the Hobart Station amongst the urgent works? 

Yes, but no plans have been made yet. It would give employment for carpenters and so on, and no doubt 
it is a work that is wanted too. 

92. There is another item for a goods shed at J ernsalem siding? I know nothing of what has been 
done on the open line. · 

93. Don't these plans pass through your office? Nominally the whole of the constrnction on open 
lme_s is under me, because I have to give a certificate of final payment; but I give my certificate by 

· adopting Mr. Mc_Cormick's. I leave the supervision of construction to the Railway officers. 
94. Do you know the object of the Committee? ·•Yes. 
95. Can you offer any suggestions as to meeting the difficulty? No, I have not thought sufficiently 

about it, I am afraid ; but I am strongly of opinion that where work is provided it should be concentrated, 
if possible. It is, in my opinion, quite useless to think of sending men all over the country to compete_ 
with the country unemployed on little works for which £50 to £150 is voted, because the cost of making 
the arrangements for sending them bears too large a proportion to the cost of the work. It might be 
possible to design some new road in the neighbourhood of Hobart and Laun:)eston upon which the 
unemployed might be put with advantage, as the cost of supervision would be reduced to a comparatively 
small amount, and varieties of work would be found to suit the physic.al capabilities of the diffel'ent men. 

96. By J1fr. Piesse.-You think the extension of this line would only give employment to a very 
limited number of men? Yes; there would be preliminary·arrangements to be made first of all, and a 
good deal of the work would be skilled work. of a nature for which, if I may judge from appearances, 

.most of these men seeking employment would be unfitted. 
97. By 11:lr. lVoollnough.-Supposing the extension were carried round the wharves, would it give any 

relief to the unemployed? You can judge for yourselves. It_ is a very short distance from the creek to 
the Dunn-street Pier, and the mere laying of rails and sleepers would be a very small _job, and even that 
cannot be done until the property the line would go through has been acquired. · 
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98. By Jl:lr. 111acdonald.-Would the construction of the new bridge over the Tamar take any of the 
. unemploy~d, or would it require skilled labour? · That is a work that I imagine will be let by contract, and 
the plans are yet to be prepared. It would not take many. of the class of people who are seeking for 
employment now. . 

99. By the Ghairman.-Are there not a large number of all classes·out of employment? I believe a 
very large number ; _and probably those who. are the most deserving keep out of sight. 

100. By Mr. Pillinger.-What do you suggest? Some scheme shouldfbe devised for concentrating 
the work, to avoid frittering the money away by moving these people about for small jobs; any work 
given should be of a large character. The difficulty should be faced. 

101. Do you suggest any particular works? on:1y in a general way. For instance a road might be 
constructed from the Fern Tree, keeping well below the Springs, round.the slopes of Mount Wellington, 
to come out somewhere near Glenorchy. It would _not be immediately reproductive, but would form a 
magnificent drive and be a great attraction to visitors. · 

102. By .1lfr. Pie..~se.-Do you know the road through Derwent Park? Yes; it is left· with a lot of 
clay forming, and is now quite useless for traffic. 

103. Do you think any expenditure on that road is a justifiable item? It all depends on what is to 
be done with the property. 

104. Would not the road make it more valuable? If the Park is to be cut up for sale I have no 
doubt it would be a justifiable speculation. · - · 

105. By .11:fr. Woollnough.-You seem to think the construction of the Tamar bridge would not help 
the unemployed much? It would be impossible to start it for some time to come, because first of all we 
must begin by making the working plans. There is only one general plan made, and Mr. Fillinger will 
rem em her- that, in deference to the wishes of the House that no money should be spent out of the vote, he 
would not let me complete the working plans. 

106. By Mr._Pillinger.-Was there not an understanding that the Launceston Corporation should 
prepare those plans ? Not that I am aware of. The plans were to be sent up for their approval. :But 
the work, I imag_ine, will have to be undertaken by contract. The Government could not undertake such 
work as casting cylinders. That will have to be done by private firms. 

107. Won't there be a great deal of masonry in connection with that bridge? Not a great de~!. 
.l08. By Mr. J,Voollnough.-'l'hen the work could not be of much service to the unemployed? Not 

immeciiately. No doubt many good mechanics are out of work, and if everything was ready to go on 
with at once it would doubtless be of benefit, whether the work was done directly by the Govei"rlment or 
by private firms. 

109. By 11,fr. Macdonald.-How long would it take to make the working plans? A month or six 
weeks. There are many ~;t:cellent.draughtsmen who have been out of employment for many months. 

110. By t!te Gliainnan.-There is an amount of £3500 on the schedule for the Govemment 
Printing Office, Hobart. Is that a work of urgency? That is a question I cannot answer. It is for the 
Government Printer to say whether he can go on with the present accommodation or not. 

lll. Then there are sums for the Hospitals at Hob~rt and Launceston? The Hospital authorities are 
the best persons to say whether the work is urgent or not. I' cannot .give an opinion. 

112. Then there is the Kerosene Store and Bonded Warehouse at Launceston? The Kerosene Store 
was an urgent work at one time, but it is not so now. We proposed building it on the bank of the Tamar 
near the Cattle Jetties, but now they take up the kerosene to where the dynamite is stored, and we have 
been to great expense making a metalled road for the use of the merchants, so I do not think it is a matter 
of great urgency. 

l 13. By jJ:fr. 111acdonald.-Is not the present bridge over the river _at Launceston in a very dangerous 
state, with the timber crumbling away? No, that is superficial only. I have examined the bridge, and 
I-think there are three or four years' life in it yet. 

114. By the Gltairman.-When the estimates were prepared for these various works, were they based 
on the rates of wages then in vogue, so far as la hour was concerned? As far as the buildings· were con
cerned, they would be based roughly on the cost of similar huildings, but the roads are put down in a lump. 

115. Could not many of the works authorised here be constructed now at a lower price than was 
voted for them, so that there would actually be economy in getting them done now? Where the estimates 
have been based on data calculated on the price of wages no doubt there /'l'Ould be a c_onsiderable reduction 
now. I notice it every week on the tenders that come into the Government. 

116. So that there would he a feature of economy in the matter? Yes. 

JOHN HELMER, 1·ecalled. 
117., By the Ghairman.-Have you prepared the information the Committee desired you to obtain? 

Yes, I have prepared a list of all the available items in the schedule, which I produce. 
118. I see there are five items, representing £950. Is that all you consider you can recommend? 

Yes, all the others a1:e pretty well spent. 
119. This list is so far as roads are concerned? Yes. 
120. It is based on the deferred list? Yes. · · 
121. You have not shown· any of the works on the urgent list? They are all done or under way. 
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·122. You mean, of course,· so far as !'oads are concerned? Yes. I have at present about 160 men 
employed in ihe country districtB, besides about 80 in the Domain, stoneb!'eaking. 

· 123. How long do you expect to keep the latte1; going? They commenced last N oyember twel v~ 
months, and have been kept going ever since'. We have been working on those items wherever we could. 

124. · By 1Wr. Macdonald.-;How long do you think you can keep on the men in the couutry districts? 
We will soon be worked out. _ 

125. By· JJ:fr. TfToollnough.-What has been the average cost? About £200 a week. 
126. And you have now about enough money for a month? We have some items not spent yet. 
127. By 11'lr. Pie.5se.-Do you employ the town unemployed on works of that sort? At Hastings 

and Port Cygnet they are all local men. At Port Cygnet there are 60 men, and at Hastings and South
port there are 30. They would not have any town nien at Port Cygnet. 

128. Have you prepared a list of other works that you think might be undertaken with advantage? 
Yes, There are five items, representing £7600. - Some of them I have already described. 

129. By M1·. Macdonald.-Will the roau. to Mount Nelson improve the public estate? Jt will be a 
great inducement to visitors, and will engage some of the unemployed near the city.· _ 

130. Bu the Cltairman.-Would the road from Russell's Falls and Tvenna to the Florentine Valley 
improve the vpublic estate? Yes. There is-something like 15,000 acres of land taken up there. 

131. And the road to Port Cygnet? 'l'hat will open up some very good land. 
132. By Mr. Pie.~se.-Will that touch one of the blocks the Surveyor-General mentioned as good 

land? Yes. 
i33. B.IJ the Cltairman.-Then there is the Uxbridge road deviation? That was a new road formed, 

but pot completed, and it is useless at the present time. It would take £1000 to complete it. 
134. Will that road open up any Crown Lands? It is all through private property,. but the present 

expenditure is useless. 

135. What about the road you suggest through M'Robie's Gully to New Town? That is of the same 
character as the others near the city, to employ destitute people. 

136. By .JJ.r. Piesse.-Are not those men employed at Port Cygnet and Hastings. those who have 
their homes in the district? They are many of them saw-mill workers, who have little homes of their· 
own; but they have no land cleared. 
· 137. By ·1111._ Woollnougli.-Would you suggest a settlement at the Florentine Valley? 'l'he class ot 
persons in the towns would not be fit to cope with such a heavily timbered district. 

138. Could they not go on making the road there, and thus get their tucker out of the Government, 
clearing their own land meanwhile? I am afraid the distance from market is too great. It is 25 · miles 
distant from Hamilton, which is the nearest town. There is a road to the Florentine Valley which was 
made 40 or 50 years ago by prison labour, and on which many thousands of pounds were spent, from 
Dunrobin, but it is now abandoned. · 

139. Would not the road by way of Russell's Falls open up more good land than that by way of 
Hamilton? I cannot speak from experience. 

The Committee then adjourned. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 12, 1894. 

CHARLES ~ENRY SMITH, called and exrimined. 

140. By the Cltairman.-What is your name? Charles Remy Sinith. 
141. What are you? I am a road contractor. 
142., Do you know the object of this Committee? Yes ; it is for tlie purpose of gaining information 

as to the best means of giyi11g relief to the unemployed. 
143. Have yon any suggestion to offer which would be of value to the Committee in regard to any 

works which might be undertaken with that object? There is, first of all, the opening of a canal through 
Eaglehawk Neck. Then I might suggest a tramway to the Florentine Valley from the Main Road, about 
six miles from Glenora. 

144. What would be the length of that tram way? 1'hat would depend on the way you went into the 
Valley. 

145. I mean one. that would reach the h1oart of the Valley? About 10 miles .. 
14fi. Would that be an expensive work ·to undertake·? No, because the material 
147. Do you know the country? Yes; I constructed. a track through there. 

splittiug timber and very good agricultural land in the ValleJi, 

is all on the ground. 

There is very good 

148. Have you any idea of the qLrnnt.ity of really good land that is there? It would be a hard 
matter to say exactly, but I think there is about 10,000 or 12,000 acres. 

149. What would be the cost of clearino-? I think the cost of clearing, leaving all the large timber 
sianding, would be about £15 an acre. 

0 

150. Would the value of the land be enhanced in proportion to the cost of the tramway? Most 
unquestionably. The tramway would be very much cheaper than a road. 
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151. Is there a market for split timber? There is always a market for good timber or good material 
of any kind, more especially in that district. 

152. We have been told that the road to the Florentine Valley should proceed from the end of the 
Russell's Falls Road, and that would mean 17 miles, or 37 miles in all : how far would the Florentine 
Valley be from the place you speak of starting from? I should think about 15 miles. 

153. From the Main Road? Yes, from the Main Road leading to Ellendale. 
154. How far would it be from the Russell's Falls Road to the Florentine? 8 or 10 miles. 
155. And what would be the actual length of a tramway to tap the Florentine? About 7 or 8 miles 

from the nearest part of the main road. . 
156. Would that tramway be a work which requires much skill? No; and the material is all on the 

ground. 

157. Of course you l1A.ve no idea of the cost of sueh a tramway per mile·? No, I have not made any 
calculations. · . 

158. Have you any other suggestions to make? Tracks might be made round the West Coast. 
159. Do you know the \-Vest Coast? Yes, I assisted to make the overland track to the Ouse from 

the West Coast. 

_ 16~. Can you suggest any places where tracks could be made profitably? Yes, from Mt. Lyell to the 
Rmg River, for one; and I think it would be advisable to cut from. the present overland track on both sides, 
for the purpo_se of opening up the country for prospecting. • 

161. Is cutting tracks a work that would give employment to very many men? Not very many. 
162. It requires men experienced in bush-work? Certainly it does. 
163. By JJ.fr. Piesse.-Is the route you propose to the Florentine Valley near Marriott's selection.? 

It is in that district. . · 

164. That is not in the Florentine Valley ? No, the valley is beyond that. 

EDWARD COUNSEL, called and examined. 

165. By t!te C!tafrman:-What is your name? Edward Counsel. 
166. You are Deputy-Surveyor General? Yes. 
167. Do you know the object of this Committee? Yes. 
168. And we have sent for you to know if you can give us any information which will help us in the 

matter. Do you think you can do so? Of course this is a very impo1·tant question, and anything I can 
say will largely be in the direction of guiding the Committee to further investigation in certain ways. For 
instance, I could point out plenty of works that would be of great assistance in various districts; but we 
must remember that we ar~ ·in a position ~hich may never have presented itself before, and while 
it used to be a question of how quickly and h9w cheaply we could get this or that road or public work 
constructed, it is now a question of how many people c11n be employed with the least possible loss to the 
State. It is generally understood that there is a considerable margin between the prices for which public 
works have been constructed and the actual cost of the wOJ·ks as paid by the State. It will probably be 
the intention of the Government to construct as many public works as possible under the supervisl.on 
of the Department under present circumstances, and if there is the large margin I have referred to, that 
ought to go in some way to reduce· the cost of 1:,upcrvision. There is an impression, at any rate, that 
works constructed directly by the Government cost m9re than the contractors could do them for, and then 
I assume the difference between the contractor's profit and the actual cost of the works would go largely 
towards paying for any extra supervision. Many of the works proposed are of such a small nature that 
you cannot deal with them in connection with the unemployed, as you have not time to organise a large 
body of men upon them. There is some land in the Franklin District which requires exploration. I 
believe from information and reports to hand that there are some 9000 acres of very good land in the 
valley of the Arve Ri vcr which can be practically opened up by four or five miles of new road. 

169. By Jlfr. JlfcWilliams.-Where would it be? Nearly due west from Geeveston. We have a 
good many reports about this country, whiel! all go to show that there is a very large amount of good land 
there; but iu such places, before actual construction was attempted, it would be necessary to explore further. 
There is another placlil about four miles west of Port Espcrance, where there are 4000 or 5000 acres of 
good land as reported by the District Inspiictor, and a road three or four mile~ long would open up the best 
part of it. Corning closer to Hobart, there arc 80me 1000 acres in the vicinity of the Sandfly, nearly south 
from Longley, which I think attention should be drawn to. It is at present withdrawn from selection ; but 
I understand that it is the intention of the Government to 1·emove the restriction almost at once. It would only 
require a road three or four miles long, to open this. land up. Ther1 in the Fingal District there arc a number 
ofplaces where good land exists. South west from St. Helen's there is a large tract of good country which 
five or six: miles of road would render available, and probably result in the sale of a good deAl of the land. 
A track from this country, which is called the George's River Settlement, across to the valley of the 
~outh Esk, about 7 miles, would open up further country. '!.'rack-cutting, I may remark, will not at 
any time employ many men, and those employed require to be good bushmen. I think you must 
concentrate the unemployed on larger works, where you ·can keep them under supervision, and get a 
return for the labour which will be fair to the men and the employers. In the Ringarooma District a 
road could be opened from George's River to Weldborough, which would go through good land. Then 
again, in the Mt. Horror District there is a large extent· of good land; some of it was selected last 
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. year, and _will be in grass next spring~ About 8 miles of road from Scottsdale to Ringarooma would 
·()pen up 2000 or 3000 a,cres of good lane!, which would be almost immediately available; 'and aO"ain 
in the vicinity of Mt. Barrow 'there is good land which would bEl worth opening up. There is s~me 
good country in the Ringarooma District, but road-making there is not generally of an urgent chara~ter, 
because roads are pretty well made up to it. These lands have been largely withdrawn from selection for 
years in the_ mining- interest. Going round to Devon, the best land is right back from Ulverstone. As far 
~s I can estimate, there are about 5000 or 6000 ac1;es, but a long way from market. There is a made road 
some 8 or 9 miles to_the coast, which has been opened several miles further. \Vest of the river, about 
9000 acres of land· is shut up at present for want of roads, and there is no chance of progJ·ess in this part 
at present unless roads are made. I am mentioning all these places so that the Committee may 
understand where to' direct _further investigation. At the River Blythe there are a few thousand acres ; 
most of this land would necessitate 3 or 4 miles of road-making,. on an average·, from the main roads. In 
Wellington, west of the Mt. Hicks road, and about 13 or 14 rpiles from the coast, there is an area 
estimated at about 5000 or 6000 acres, which would requir-e 3 or 4 miles of road-making to make it 
available. Further west, on the east ;ide of the Inglis River, there is another 6000 acres similarly 
situated as regards roads, and the same remark applies to Flowerdale. South of the Duck River there are 
about 3000 or 4000 acres. These are all estimated areas, which have been reported to me by the best 
authorities from time to time, and they □ay be taken as fairly correct. - · 

170. These areas you mention are not selected, are they? These lands are all unselected. 
171. By Mr. McWilliams.-TI;ere is some good land at Branxholm, I believe? Ye8, there is some 

very good land there. 
172. By the Cltairma.n.-None of these works would be of immediate benefit. 'l'hey -would require· 

_ surveying and the preparation of plans and specifications, woul<l they not? Yes. 
173. And of course the consent of :Parliament too? · Yes. But there are some moneys available from 

the Land Fund. 
174. There are some of a much larger character than others? Yes. 
175. W onld any of these works give employment to a fairly large number of men? Yes, the Arve 

• River road wpuld. It is all dense scrub country, and the road would have to be formed, and portions 
constructed; 

176. By M-r. Pillinger.-How far would that land be from a port? About 7 or 8 miles from 
Hospital Bay, on the Huon. 

177. By Mr. Mc TVilliams.-W ould it not be easier to reach this land by striking from the head of 
one of the timber trams which exist in -that District? If the estimate of the quantity .of Janel tliel'e is 
correct, it possest<es the greatest advantages for opening up of any place I know, by reason of its closeness 
to a shipping port. The old trams might be utilised for a portion of the way. There are 4 or 5 miles of 
road to make. 

178. By Jlfr. Piesse.-Would you place this land before the land at Ulverstone? The- land !).t 
• Ulverstone is a long distance back from the Coast. The improvements of selectors extend 20 miles back 

from Ulverstone. 'rhe lands now available on the N. W. Coast all lie .back a considerable distance from 
the shipping. Where roads are made there. the land is always taken up and improved. It is a p1·ogressive
district and good land. 

179. By Mr. Pillinger.-:-How far is _the land at Duck ·River from the Coast? About 7 o_r 8 miles~ 
but there is rio great extent of good agr:cnltural land there now unselected. 

180. By the Ghairman.-Would it be better to have a road or a tramway in most of the cases you 
mention? 'l'hat is a question that would have to be decided by investigation; a tramway would be 
best if the land is very broken, but a read would be much more preferable if the country is favourable. 
A tramway is only a makeshift, suited to mountainous country, while a road is free to everybody. If 
some investigation is made in regard to utilising the tramways already made, a saving might be effected. 

181. By Mr . .J! c TVillimns.-These tramways as a mle cost about £300 per mile? T believe £300 
per mile is a fair estimate for the work. 

182. By tlte Chairman.-Generally speaking, the ·works you suggest would give work to the un
employed, and would be profitable to the Colony? Yes, they would be a good thing for the colony, and 
would have to be undertaken sooner or later. 

183. By Mr. Macdonald.-What is the land like at the Huon? It is pretty good land from the 
reports we have got about it, and there is a large area of it. 

184. By the Chairma.n.-Have you any information about the Florentine Valley? Yes, we have 
had it inspected and reported upon, and the report went to show there were about 12,000 acres of first-cla_ss 
land, and about 6000 acres of second clti.ss land there. It was well investigated. It lies some 38_ miles 
from Glenora; 15 miles of which are made, 6 open, an.d 17 to clear. The cost of making a road there 
from the present road was roughly estimated at £1700. This would include clearing and fo1·ming a road 
some 10 or 12 feet wide where necessary. 

185. That is from the Russell's Falls Road? Yes. 
186. And would 17 miles more reach the heart of the Florentine Valley? It is very difficult to 

estimate the distance exactly, as the country is very broken, _but I believe it would from the cleared road_. 
1R7. I_s any of that land taken up just now? No lantl has been selected at all west of the Russell's 

Falls Co~ntry. 
- 188. Is it open for sel_ection? No. Most of it_ has been withdrawn from selection for ·in1.ning pur

poses, but there has been no question raised about it, as it would be of no use to any one without a roaq. 
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189. Is that such a work as the unemployed 'could be put on speedily? Yes, there seems to me to be 

no difficulty in the way. The road is open right up to the pince where you would start from, and it is a 
place where the unemployed question could be tested, as the work'is of sufficient extent to employ 50 or 
100 men upon it. 

190. By 1lir. Mc Williams.-Don't you think that workii of this character could be carried on at a 
considerable saving to the Government compared with the cost at ordinary times? There is no doubt that' 
good labour is cheap now all over the Colony. In fact, in the agricultural districts good labour can be 
obtained for one-third the price it formerly commanded. Men are scruBbing land now on the North-West 
Coast that used to cost from 25s. to 30s. per acre for from 7s. 6d: to 10s. per acre. It was quite startling to 
me when I found that was being done. Works of the character of this road could be done at two-thirds, _at 
the most, of what they used to cost. _ 

191. I believe there would be no difficulty in getting reaily first-class labour for work of this kind at 
5s. per day? And the men would be glad to get. it. 

192. By 1lfr. Pillinger.-How far is the Florentine Valley from the nearest railway station? About 
38 miles from Glenora. · 

193. By tlte Cltai1·-man.-Have you not been over most of the mineral fields here in your experience 
as a surveyor? Yes. 

194. We have not come yet to the practicability of putting men on to'the mines, but as you are here you 
might be able to offer some suggestions on the subject'? I have no prepared scheme to oiler for carrying 
out such suggestion, but it appears to be feasible. · 

195. You mean that the State would be justified in m~king advances to enable mmmg companies to 
open up their grounrl _? Labour might be employed on mining leases where the prospects are sufficiently 
encouraging to warrant as~istance being given to the lessees ; but the State would have to receive reaaon-
able security in such cases. · 

. 196. By .Ll-fr. lJfc TVilliams.-Are you acquainted with the western silverfields? I have been 
through them. 

197. Don't you think something could be d~ne in the direction, of small co-operative parties working 
the known lodes there which are not being worked at. present; they are' purchasing silver ore on the field 
now, so that no great expenditure would be· required to begin with? It seems to me that something in that 
direction might-be done; hut care would have to be taken not to infringe the rights of lessees. 

198. I mean where land has been lockei up and not woiked to forfeit the lease? That is a question 
of administration of another department w~ich I cannot·enter into. 

199. Don't you think small co-operative pa1;ties could work small areas of known silver-bearing 
country to advantage? I think so. I think it is being done in some cases already. 

200. I do not speak oftributing parties; I mean the same as they used lo do on the tin mines. They 
are buying silver ore on ass11y on th!) ground at the West Coast, so that no machinery or anything of that 
kind is required? That is exactly the position the East Coast tin mines were placed in. These small 
workings did more practical good to the country than any mineR ever did, because almost everyone 
shared in the'profit. '.I.'he work was done by small co-operative parties, and about £20 would start a claim. 
No machinery was required. 

201. By t!te O!tairman.-Do you know the Mount Cameron ·District? _ Yes. 
202. Do you think it would be possible to put small parties of men on there, under efficient super

vision, to work the alluvial tin, with a prospect of their earning four-fifths of the wages· paid them, and to 
put a man accustomed to alluvial tin mining in charge, making his position conditional upon his winning, 
say, four-fifths of the amount necessary to pay the men's wages? Yes, I think it is quite possible. '.l.'here 
-is a good deal of fossicking being done about Mount Cameron now. There is no very rich land, but the tin 
is spread over a very large· area of ground, and a lot of small mines ,appear .to be paying. With a little 
assistance I have no doubt a great deal of work could be done there for a long time. It is all open country, 
and easily worked. · 

_ 203. Do you know any other' tin country in which there is a prospect of such work. being carried out ? 
There is Stanley, and the discovery recently made several miles inland from \-Vhale's Head; but I have 
no definite information to offer in regard to them. 

204. What about Mount Heemskirk? I think the tin there occurs principally in lodes, which would 
require machinery to work. 

205. There is another district in the neighbourhood of Mount Horror which is spoken of as likely to 
yield employment? Yes ; there is a considerable quantity of golrl and tin-bearing country there, extending 
right across to Gladstone. · 

206. By .iJ1.r .. McWilliams.-Would it not be decidedly, remunerative work for the Government to 
construct roads and survey the selections before they were sold? Yes ; ·ultimately. The land should be 
sold by auction, or if that was not considered advisable, ari increased price should be put upon it under 
deferred payments, as at present. 

207. Don't you think the saving effected by 1naking the roads before the land is selected, with the 
additional price you could legitimately. charge for the land, ,rnuld recoup the Government for the outlay 
they are now incurring in purchasing back land from selectors for the deviations you have to make in your 
roads? The cost would be considerable in come t.:!ases at the outset; but there would be an ultimate 
saving to the State. . 

208. Have you found in your- experience. any considerable difficulty in qaving to make deviations? 
Yes. The questiiin of deviations of roads is orie of the most difficult matters we have to deal with. · 
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209. Don't you think it would be be:ter for the whole 11uestion of road construction if, where yoq have 
a large area for sel~ction, the roads were surveyed and laid out, or even constructed, before the land was 
surveyed and sold? Yes ; it is the right princiole, anti should be adopted as far as it can be. It is the 
only way to get over the constant trouble of having ·to alter roads aftiirwards. 

210. Now that we have the question of the unemployed before us, don't you think it would be a 
proper time to endeavour to introduce the reform? I think it should come hand-in-hand with what is done 
in the direction of making these roads. Unless the land is, however, first surveyed into allotments, it is 
not a success, because you may make a roacl in one direction and settlement may trend in another way. 

211. By il:lr. JJ,lacdon~ld.-W ould not the survey before selection. involve ~elay in the particular 
· matter we have in hand? No, it need not. The road would, I assume, be made before the land is 
SUI'veyed for selection or sale .. 

41 

212. By Mr. Pie.~se.-The surveyor does not allow the selecto1· to choose what sort of a block he will 
put his land into? No; he is restricted to keeping to the cardinal points of the compass. 

213. Do·you think that would make any difference in regard to selection--:--are the men averse to having 
their land chosen for them ? I don't think it would interfere one iota, if roads were made. 

214. B.1/ ilfr. MdVilliams.-Is the system I have just r.,f.,!'l'ed to one that obtains very generally 
elsewhere? Yes. 

215_. All through Canada, America, and the other colonies ? Yes, in the other colonies ; but, I 
believe, a different system obtains in Uana:la. 

216. By ilfr. Pillinger.-This system would mean pa_ving a large amount of snrve.v fees, without 
any security that you would get the mo11ey back? We are in a similar position now as regards selections 
under the Crown Lands Amendment Act. The great consideration is_ a road. In places where the land is 
good it is readily disposed of if adjacent to made roads. . 

217. By iVIt·. Piesse.-Take the Arve River J.istrict, fo1· instance. If thatiland was available to-morrow, 
.with a road to it, do you think there are men who would be willing to take it up? Yes. I believe there 
is no good land in this country that you could not di;;pose of to-monow ~f there were roads to it. _ 

218. Would it not be advis•able· in rnme way to bring the provisions of the law to bear upon those 
selectors who have taken up land and done nothing- with it? That affects. tbe administration ot an•>ther 
Department, which I cannot deal with. In regard to the Florentine Valley there is no doubt that its 
distance would be a great objection, and that it would have to be used fur dairying pnrposes mainly
If a man selected, say, in the Ringarooma District in J anunry, he _could have the scri1b fallen and grass on 
his land by next October. There is a general impression that it takes a long time to get settled in these 
heavily sr,rubbed districts, but in one year they could have English grass growing for g:razing purposes. 
If these road works- were carried out, the people would soon be set.tlecl on the land, where it is suitable. 

219. By the C/wir1nan.-81Jpposing Parliament is favourable, would it take long befo;·e men could be 
put on these particular lines, of road? No, it wonld not take much time or expense to put the men on 
most of them. In many places the country is so well known that they could be put on portions at once. 

220. By J11;. Macdonald.-Would the delay be more than a month? In many cases i,e could mark 
the lines in a week sufficient to go on with. It would not take long to mark out a road in the · 
Florentine V,alle.v; but the Arve River dis:rict is a rougher country, and requires more·examination before 
the best route could be determined. I think the· Public ,v orks Department are haying a track cut into 
the Arve River country at the present time. . . . 

221. By Mr. Pillinger.-Are ther~ any other large works on which labour might be co~centrated? 
Those I have mentioned, and what may be done with the mines, ai·e the principal works. '.l'here are_ 
desirable works that might be undertaken near Hobart, bt1t they are not of an urgent natm·e. 

222. By the Chairman.-A road to the Springs ha~ been suggested? A road to the Springs, another 
to Lady Franklin's Museum, and such wo:·lrn might be undertaken if necessary ,to find employment for 
labourers. They would not ~e immediately reproductive. Although I do not look upon track-cutting very 
favourably as relief works, still a track might be cut with advant.age from Recherche Bay to Cox's Bight, 
some 20 miles, which would open up a good country for prospecting. There is a lot of land in the County 
of Kent which is practically unexplored, as much of the country is almost impenetrable. 

The Committee then adjourned. 

FRIDAY, APRIL l 3, 1894. 

ROBERT JAMES JOHNSTON, called and examined. 

223. By the Chairman.-W_hat is your name? Robert James Johnston. 
224. You are the Manag-er of the Anchor Tin Mining Company? No; I am now a tributor there. 

I have known the Anchor mine about two years, and have been mining there about six month5. 
225. Are you acquainted with the Blue Tier Country? Yes, but not very well. 

· 226. Your attention has been mostly confined to the Anchor mine? Yes ; but I know the genernl 
run of the country there. . 

227. The Committee have asked you to attend here with a view of gaining information as· to the. 
practicability of finding work for some of the unemployed at the Blue Tier, either in producing tin at the 
cost of production, or in producing at something less than the cost of production. Do you think work 
could be found for men winning tin even if it was done at a loss ? Yes, I think so, . if there was a pre-
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liminary expenditure gone into .. So far as the alluvial tin is conceri;ied, _the. 1\(iner's Right would meet the 
difficulty easily enough: A man could get a M_ineris _Right for ~s., and get his bag or so a week of tin ore 
in many of the gullies in this district; but to make the lode tin available the Government would have to 
provide reduction works of some description. · · · 

• I ' -

228. Would the ground you are speaking of pay, supp·osing the Governm_ent went to such an 
expen:c:e? I think it would pay very well. There are lots of ph1ces that would give 3 per cent. of tin, but 
the trouble is to get it reduced or treated. 

229. Would· it involve much expense? You conld put up a 50-head battery for about £5000, 
inclu.ding everything, and a good number of men would be employed in the erection of it, as there are 
water-races to be cut and other things to be done. But before that could be gone into you would have to 
have the thing very ex"plicitl_v defined, and a thorough investigation made by practical men. Before I came 
down here I wTote to Mr. Davi•es to get Mr. Hartnoll to appoint me for eight or ten days to investio-ate the 
whole thing and get something tangible to work on. He laid the thing before Mr. Hartnoll, but r"'did not 
get any reply. 

230. When you spoke of the 50-head battery, did· you think of any particular mine to put it on?· 
No. There is a great deal of uni eased country there that could be ,vorked. · The proper . way to manao-e 
the matter, looking at it in a crude way, would. be for the Government to be the reducing po.w·er, and l~t 
the unemployed bring out the stuff. The wages system with the unemployetl is not a good one, and I have 
always found it more satisfactory to have the payment by results. I had about 500 of the unemployed 
under me in New Zealand, when I was· Government engineer on a railway there, and I fount! the warres 
business did not work. · " 

231.. How would a combination of the two systems work? say? pay them half wages and · half of the 
results? I d.on't think it would act; it would require too much management. This is one of those things 
that requires ready money, and the material should be supplied by what is called piecework, without any 
responsibility on the part of the Governme~t, so that the unemployed could dear out at any time they 
liked. That is the principle adopted in other places. 

232. 'What you propose, then, is that the Government should find the capital and erect a laro·e reducinO' 
plant? Preci.sely. · e- " 

233. And buy the stuff to be reduced from the people who would. bring it, paying upon a percentage 
of the tin won from it? Yes, that is it. That is being clone 110w on a small scale. I have heard that the 
New Moon Company is crushing tin ore for people at 2s. a ton. It is said to be very good stuff, and pavs 
very well. · • 

234. Could that system be carried out on a large scale? Yes ; it is just what I think should be done. 
'The Government should confine themselves to supplying the plant for treating the lode tin, and treat it for 
any person or combination who liked· to get the stuff. 'l'here will always be experts of some kind ammwst 
these men, who could do a little blasting-or work of that kind: ' . " 

235. Would not the work of getting the tin require expert supervision? No, not at the l3lue Tier. 
The work would all be done by open faces; it would b_e more qnafrying than mining. The Anchor mine 
is simply an immense quarry, 70 or 80 feet deep, and 8 or 10 chains on the face. 

236. How many men are there on the Anchor mine at present? 12 lately. 
237. Is the number so small because you have not sti'fficient reducing plant?. Yes. 
238. What work would be available on that particular mine supposing the Government would reduce 

the ore? With the 30-head battery there in working order, it would employ about 30 mei1. 
· 239. Supp9sing there was a very much larger plant, could you find stuff to keep it going? Oh, yes; 

there is an inexhaustible quantity of stuff. I do not believe that mine could be worked out in 30 years. · 
240. So there seems to be any amount of work that would pay expenses, at any rate, if there were 

appliances for treating the stuff? Yes, if there was a preliminary expenditure. Beyond. the initial cost, 
I think it would be q nite self-supporting. 'l'hat place has not been so far developed at all, except in one or 
two particular places. There is a New Zealand man there now who is erecting a large plant on the Puzzle 
claim. I cannot g·iv_e you the exact particulars, but I believe the work he contemplates will absorb a good 
-deal oflaboui·. Of course in his case he wotild. require the very best of labour; he would not likely have 
the general run of the unemployed. · · 

241. Are there many men out of employment on the Blue Tier now? A good many. 
242, Can you give us a rough estimate of how many? I don't think there are more than 20 or 30 

men actually unemployed. The$e men get into the gullies with a miner's rig·ht, and get from half a bao
to a bag of tin a week, for which they get from £1 to £2, which pays them very well. 'l'he miner's rigl~t 
has been rather useful in that way. 

243. B.1/ 111r .. P?'.esse.-lf the Government spent £5000 on erecting a 50-head battery, how many 
1nen would it employ? It would not employ more than 50 or 60 men. It would employ about one man 
a stamp. 

244. Are you quite sure about one of the b,atteries crushing for 2s. per ton? One of the men getting 
the stuff crushed gave ine the information; · · 

245. Could the -Government c1;ush for less ? Yes ; the larger the plant the cheaper the crushing 
would be. There has to be a certain number of men to look after the concentrating plant, .and boys to feed 
the crushing machinery; and the more yon can put through the cheaper it will be, in battery work .. 

246. With a,50-head batter?, at what l'ate would it pu,v the Government to charge for reducing? A 
50-head hntter_v ought to do about 3 tons per stump in the 24 hours, or 150 tons . 

. 247: y OU n;.e supposin'g it to be worked 'by W
0

ltte1; jjowei '/ y CS. 
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248. If o,v long would such a plant last? It would last an indefinite length of time. It would require 

what we call a suit of clothes ev_ery ye'ar, .~uch. as bottoms, and stamp heads, and lots of things, which 
would cost about 23.~. per stamper per aiin~m .. I would n_ot adv~cate .!lny~l)ing. else _hut "'ater-po\ver. 

249. Do you know of any situations where water woulq be available for such work? I cannot give 
you any information on that point. -'rhere is plenty of ·water iri that, country .... 

250. Do you know uny1hing abo11t the Full M:oon claim in that respect? No. 
251. Could your own claim be worked all the year through? Yes, there is a large water0 wheel.there, 

·61 feet in diameter; which I regal'cl as a white elephant. The water in the race produced about 15 or 16. 
horse-power with this wheel, bi1t if it were carried do:wn in pipes and used :with a Pelton wheel, it _would 
produce abc>'ut 8G- horse-power. · . ., . . . 

252. the battery would be em ployecl with three shifts a-day ? · Yes, for- the 24 hours:.· 
253. And, if so, would 50 ri1en suffice -to bring- material to it? . Yes, •50 men vy;ould do. Thu would 

work in 8 hour shifts: 

· 254. Do you know if there i8 a plant that could be got at a less cost than.you hav_e mentioned· that 
would be suitable for the experiment? There is a 15-head battery belonging to the Full Moon Company. , 

255. By 111i·. 1WcTVilliams.~A 50-head battery would employ about a man per stamp.? , Yes,. , 
256. And you· don't th"ink there would be sufficient men in anJ about the· district to supply_ all the .-._ 

material you conld crush ? Yes, I believe there would be. 
25i. What we are chiefly confining our attention to now is 'in regard to something i~me.diate ,to-r1_,lieve, 

the wants of the uuempluyed. How long would it take to put up a 50-head battery? If .you.carried o,ut 
all the works energetically, and at the same time, it would take about four months .. 

258. And vou think it would cost abont £5000? Yes, but that is a rough estimate. I d·o not know 
what l~ngth the· water-races wo~ld have to be. 

259. · You woµld not care to con'tract to do it for .£5000 ? No. There would be the site, the pressure ' 
-of water, the quantity of water, and .a lot of other details you would have to ascertain before you could make 
an estimate. 

260. And about £1 pet· stamp per annum would be the cost of repairs? Yes. 
261. And that would only give employment to 50 men? Yes. 
262. You are _pretty well sure that if a 50-head battery was erected there are enough men in the 

-district already to provide the material for it? Yes, and you could get it cheaper. The men there are· 
mostly all expert miners. _ 

263. What chance would the ordinary unemployed have competing with these men? · Very little. 
264. Would they earn 50 per cent. of ,vhat the other men would? Probably they might do that. 

·The best way to handle the unemployed would be to put them on some extensive work like road-making. 
265. As a· practical man would you advise the erection ot a 50-head battery, at a cost of £5000, to 

·find employm~nt for 50 men? I would not. I candidly recommend it not to be done. 
· 266. By Mr. Pillinger.-:--Do you know anything of the Mount Came1:on district? l was there for 

the Engineer-in-Chief many months. 

267. J>o you think it would be possible to work the mines there by t1'1e une1~ployed? That is a better 
field, and there are more gullies, but the w:::te)', of course, is aga,inst it. 
. 268. But would not the Mount Came:ron Race supply it in a great measure? Yes; and it could be 
•extended towai\cls Gladstone about five miJe3, which would open up a lot of country. 

269. ls that an expensive world .£4000 is the estimated cost, but you could do it now for much less. 
270. Do you think men could be employed on that field. and make wages? Yes ; but it would be a 

mere question of the number of heads of water you could supply: 'l'he field· is sufficier.tly rich to pay 
wages. 'l'hlfre are men there who do·nothing in the dry season, and work in the· winter by conserving a 
little water in the gullies, who manage to make it pay. . 

271. B,y llfr. 111 c T-Villianzs.-'--Do you think the system of paying half wages and half by results 
would pay on the Mount Cameron field ? I think the best way w·ould be to give the water. and the ground 
to co-operative parties and let them work for themselves. 

. 272. But if you gave· them the water a1id the land, are there not a lot of men from Derby and . 
Branxholm who would step in and take up the land? Yes, and you would not be able. to dni:w any 
distinction between them and the ordinary unemployed. You would have to take them as they came .. 
That has been always the difficult,\·. · · 

273. That is why.I asked the qnestion in regard to half wa~es and hair' results. I am convinced 
if you were to thi•ow the land open the whc-le of it would he absorbed by practical men, who 1vould earn 
three times as niuch as the ordipar_v unemployed and still keep them out of work? · Yes, that. will always 
be the case. · 

274. Do you think that if a low rate of W?,ges, say one half, is paid, a~d a further payment made on, 
results, that the ordinary unemployed could rai5e enou_~h.tin to quite or very nearly recoup the Govern-. 
ment for the half wages? No, I am afraid not, from my knowledge of them. There is nothing to prevent 
tli'e Gcivernnier1t taking the tin and redncing- it ; they could do that without risk. There are plenty of 
places at M?unt. Cameron-where tin could be got, but the whole of that depends upon water. 

275. But if there were water, would r_ot the whole 9f the district be worked by local men? Yes, but 
there seems to be some difficulty there about water at present. 'l'he men say they are paying too much for 
it, but whether. that is so or nQt I <lo not know. They are paying, I tliink, IOs. a head, but you may, of 
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course, reduce that vel'y much now, and enable them to wol'k pporer lands. I believe that nearly all the 
watei· is now being used, but Mr. Belstead could inform you on that point. 

, 276. By 1Jllr. lltlacdonald.-What is the percentage of tin at the .Ancho1: mine? I don't think I am 
jrn,tified in answering that question, as it is a private company. . 

277. I understood you to 1,1ay it was low grade ore there ? I referred to the general run of the Blue 
Tier country. 

278. Would the man whom you say is about to start a plant in the neighbourhood be injured by the 
Government employing men? No, it would be on a different. side ·or the Blue Tier to where this scheme 
would be carried o·ut. There would be no clash of that description, but he could take the unemployed, if' 
he liked. I don't think h!) would be interfered with even if the Government erecte.d a large plant. · 

279. Speaking of the 50-head battery, would the 50 men it would employ be exclusive of the men 
required to raise the tin? Oh no, the 50 men would include those required to raise the tin and all. 

280. How long have you been at the Blue Tier? I have been there occasionally for the last three 
years. 

281. Is there snfficien·t water al! the year round for all the claims in that country? .'Yes, at the 
Anchor mine it is bad for about a month in the summer, but that is with the present wheel. 

282. Is there an_v large work about (he Blue 'l'ier which would benefit mining generally, such as the 
Government providing water in large quantities at a cheap rate, upon which the unemployed could be 
utilised? No, you would have to provide both water and phmt for the Blue Tier. · I don't think that water· 
alone would develop anything there. It is a different district to • Mount Cameron, which is alluvial, and 
only requires water. 

, 283. By .11:fr • .lric TVilliams.-Don't you think it would be better for the Government to find work for·· 
the unerr.ployed in opening up the country by roads rather than on the mines? Yes, must decidedly; it is 
the only way. The Government could employ for more men, and get a_ better return for their money. 

284. Would not a great majority of the unemplo)·ed he quite out of place in mining? Yes, quite out 
of place, · 

285. And the,v would probably starve ,vhile learning how to do the work? Yes. There is one thing 
about the reducing· scheme, and that is that it mig·ht draw the imemploy\ld up there, and allow them to get 
into work on the alluvial tin with Miner's Rights. · 

286. By 1lfr. Pie.~se.-How would it do for the Government to send men up ther1:, giving the men 
free passes and Miner's Rights? It would be hazardous. 

287. By .1lfr. Mc TY.il/iam.~.-But if the work was there, you would not find miners knocking about 
the towns, would you? No. The men I have knocked off 1he .Au.chor Mine lately have all gone .away 
fossi<;king about the gullies. You might stick the whole· of the unemployed on the Mt. Lyell Railway, 
and let the Government carrv it out. . . 

288. B.'} tlte Cltail'lnan.-You mentioned about 5 miles of a Tace that might be made near Mt. 
Cameron? Yes; I surveyed it for the Engin~er-in-Chief, but it was never constructed. 

289. \<V ould the construction of that race g-ive very much wol'ii:? Yes, and would open up' an immense 
amount of tin count1·y. There is 1 mile and 13 chains of syphon across the Ringarooma River, but the. 
open part of the race would emplor 40 or 5.0 meu, but not for very long. 

290. What is the particular locality of thi~ race? It is a branch of the Mount Cameron Water-race· 
from Edina Hill to Gladstone. 

291. Is that such a work as could be profitably done? Yes, it would be good for the country, and it 
is al.I surveyed ready for work to be started to-monow. 

··,; .292. What is the estimated co~t? .£4000 I think, ;,yphon and all. The syphon would cost about. 
£1600, and the remaining .£2400 .you could spend upon labour at once. 

293. By .1l£r. i11acdonald.-ls that estimate based upon the market price of labour, or upon what you 
could get it done for by the unemployed? On the market price. · 

294. Bv· llfr. McTVilliam.~.-What effect woultl sending men up there have ·on the local labour 
market? No bad effect at all. Of course objections would be raised, but there . would be no hardship 
caused, and it would be the means of opening up a grand field of tin. Mr. Belstead and myself came to· 
the conclusion that the work would ret"oup the Government wh.en it was no question about the unemployed 
at all; but simply a question of opening up a large amount of country that would be immediately repro-

, ductive. It would be more reproductive now that yon cou_ld use the unemployed. · . 
295. B,1/ the Cltairman.-Could the pipes required be made in Launceston? You could make them 

on the ground if you had the punching machine and sheet iron there. 
296. Is this a work you would recommend? Yes. There is a man there named Ogilvie, who has a 

lot of ground, who was. depending on this race, and who could have used nearly the whole of the water· 
and given an immense amount of employment. Before you finally decide •to carry out the work, you . 
would have to come to an under.standing with tl1is and other persons about the land. It would open up a 
part. of the Mount Cameron district that was never opened• up before. You will get the whole of the 
information including·my plans, in the Public Wol'ks Office . 

. 297. Do you 'know of any othe~ large works in any district you are acquainted with that might be. 
carried out? No, no really practicable schemes. 
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GEORGE SIMMONS, called and exaniinea. 

298. By the Cliairman.-What is your name? George Simmons. 
299. Wll'at are you? I am Inspector of Roads for the Northern Division. 
300. Are you pretty well acquainted with the Public Works Schedule_? Yes. 

301. Do you know the work15 which are classed as urgent? ,Yes, but I may tell you that they are 
-all set out, and very many of them let. There are few items left. 

302. What we wanted·to know was, in regard to any particular works that are down here on the 
urgent list which may not have been done at the present time, and any works, on the other hand, which 
you may consider as being urgent, and which may be gone on with at once? . I understand. . . 

303. Have you been engaged hy the Government' in findi1w work for the unemployed? We have 
not been much troubled in t.he north with unemployed, e,xcept iri. L~unceston. We have provided stone
breaking at the Cataract, and on the Launce:;:ton to Carrick and Launceston tu Perth Road~, and the 
Beaconsfield Road, where I only put the metal on two weeks ago, and the Launceston Dynamite store, 
which will be about finished this week. We have provided a bout 1400 yards of metalling on the Laun
·ceston end of the Beaconsfield .Road, and 1000 yards at the Beaconsfield end, and there is a.~out 2000 

._yards at Killafaddy .. 

304. What we really want to know is, if there are any works of urgency upon which the·unemployed 
could be put in your district? If you send the city men to compete with the local men in the country 
districts it will only lead to trouble. There are enough men in these districts t•l do the work themselves; 
·and at Latrobe,· for instance, I could set 100 men to work to-morrow if I could find anything fur them to do. 

305. But we wish to find employment for the Latrobe men as "·ell as for the others? We are spend
ing money all round, and have had no trouble up to <late. Many of the city unemployed are unfit for any 
useful work in the country, and it would be a waste of public money to employ them there. 

306. Your opinion, then, is that work in countl'y onght to be confined to the country unemployed? 
Yes, that is my opinion. ' . ' 

. 307. And you think there are no public works in the country whiqh would off~r any help to the large 
number of unemployed in the two cities? I don't think so, unless you brought trouble on yourselves. For 
instan_ce, if you sent any of the unemployed to Ringarooma, you would be only taking the bread away from 
men already there wanting work. , . 

308. Under these circumstances there is very little use in going through the schedule. You think the 
work in the country is uot more than sufficient for the men already there wanting it as badly? Yes, that 
is my opinion. 

309. From your knowledge of the country generally, do you know of any large areas of good land to 
which there are no roads at present, and to which it would pay to make roads? Many roads in the country 

"have been grubbed and cleared and have simply grown up again; and to spend any more money upon them 
would be utter waste. Some of the roads which have been made are now covered with 6 or 

·7-inch saplings. 

310. Are these roads to good land? Yes. 

311. B.11 Jlfr. ll1clYillia1n.,·.-Don'tyou think the sending away ofinexpert·men from the towns.to the 
country would have a very serious effect on the local labour markets? Yes, that is wha• I am trying. to 
·impress upon your m_inds. The members for the distri_cts to which these men are sent will have to pay 
~the penalty. 

312. Don't you think that in the districts nnd'er your control there are quite enough men to do any of 
the w9rks there? Yes, and:~ large surplus. If you sent men from Hobart or Launceston to do the work 
you would be robbing the !oral men of their bread. Most of the works in the country are very small, and 
the greater part of the money woulcl°be absorbed by sending the town unemployed there and taking them 

-back again. The country districts would thus not get value for the money. 
313. Would it not upset the local labour market altogether? Yes, it would indeed. 
314. By tlw Chairni;n,-The Committee ,were rnld yrsterday of several large areas of ag-ric_ulturnl 

land which would be immediately saleable if roads were made to them. Do you know any areas of·t'hat 
kind? No, I cannot say I do. 

315. Do you know the Mount Horror district? Yes. 

316. °\-Ve are told that there is an area of several thousands of acres of lantl there? That is one of the 
places that is not suffering for a road, as the selectors can get along, having no_thing t~ bring out. 

317. B,1; 1Wr. Macdonald.-We are told that a road eight miles long would opeii np thousands of 
acres of good land? I should sa_v such a thing is premature. In the Belnwnt district, for ·example, the 
1·oad is in advance of settlement nearly a mile, and nothiug bas been clone to the land whieh has been taken 
up. If you make these roads they will only grow up again. 

:318. It was Mr. ,voollnougli who told·us, and his idea is to.make a ma·cadamisecl road? Then you 
would be doing an injustice to the settled districts, because there are many good farms that have not a chain 
of metalled road to t.hem. · 

319. By .1111·. TVool/nou.!Jh_.-Would not tlie making' of roads to ar1ws of good nnset.tletl la1111 entail a 
dang-er of a rush of people to purcha~e that land. witl1out any idea of making i1mnediate usc of it? Yes . 
and it would be unjust to people who have alreacly taken up 1he land a11tl ,:re ,rnrking it in othe1, districts.' 

320. By JJfr . .1lfe }Villiams.-Do you know any·cfotricts where selectors are living on the land and 
improving it, to which .there are sums ot money due nnder the Waste L,inds Act? ·No.I do not, during 
the last three years; since about 1885 or 1886 we have lweu spending rno11ey very rapidly under this A_ct, 

• and_ in many cases the conditions of the Act have not been complied with .. 
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321. By M1·. Macdonafd.-:-:-:Do you l!Qt think _that.a ·great de~l of ~h~~ ,trouble would be obviated if 
the suggestion is carried out that the new agricultural lands should be first of all surveyed and laid out in 
blocks and the roads made before they are sold_:_would not that prev·ent dummyisin-? I quite .believe it 
woulrl, but it is a large unde1;taking. · · Sometim!:)s it is very ha.rd to locate the road through- s~me of the. 

· dense forests there are in this, country. Op!Jning a· road is µifferent from maci;damising it .. If a man 
makes a mistake in laying out an unmacadamised road, it can,be repaired for about £80 a _mile, but if it 
is macadamised it will cost from £600 to £700 a mile. It is very easy to see where the .road should have 
gone when the scrub is cleared away, but almost impossible while it is there, in many cases. 

322. B.1/ Jl!fr. Pillinger.-Could you recommend any works-of general utility about Launceston which 
are not yet authorised? There is a deferred work-a road from Hobler's B1;id~e to Ravenswood, I think, 
which.might be undertaken. 

' 323. Ry Mr. Mcl-Villii;zms.-What. does stone-breaking, ·when done by the unemployed, cost the 
·department? 2s. 6d. a cubic yard, taking- the labour only. . · · 

· 324. What does it cost when done by the stone-crusher? It is 6½d, cheaper. The difference is about 
' one-fifth, and· the work is better. . 

325~ Can you suggest any works which might be of benefit to the State? No. 
326. Is there any sale for 'the 8tone broken in your quarries? No, no one wants to buy any. 
327. By llfr. Piesse.-Don't you find that well hand-broken stone is better than crushed metal? 

There is a difference of opinioµ, bat I believe in the crushed metal. 

TH.OMAS LEWIS, called and examined. 

328. By the Chairma~ . ..,.,-What-is your name? Thomas Lewis. 
329. You know the object of this ·Committee, -I believe? Yes, I ,do. 
330. The Committee unclerst;rnd that you may be able to make some suggestions which will help them 

in trying to provi9,e work for the unemployed. Can you.µo so? Yes, I have a suggestion to make, but 
it is a question whether the Committee could deal with it, unless there was au Act provided, on the lines of 
a Boundary Fences Act; my idea is this: In the country clistricts at the present time we are terribly 
plagued with rabbits, aud whatever we may do they still keep increasing upoi:i us. There are a number of 
.fences i.n the country which are called boundary fences, but they don't keep back the stock as they should 
do, and serve as harbours for rabbits; l refer to what are called dead-woocl fences. All these dead-wood 
fences should be swept away; ancl my idea is that the Government should come forward and lend the 
pastoralists money to enable them to put up wire fences, and wire netting fences, charging them a certain 
rate of inferest. There are a large nul'I!b,er of people at the present moment who would gladly go in for 
wire fences and wire netting, hut have not the means to fincl the necessary capital, and if the Government 
could see their way clear.to advance the money, all the owners of property could be got to mutu_ally agree to 
repay the principal, with interest at a fair rate, say 5 per cent. 'rhe Government obtaining the wire and wire 
nettini;; in large quantities could supply consumers at lowest prices. This scheme wou!cl immensely benefit 
the country, and would give. a large amount of employment. . In the cmJntry at present, as well as -in the 
towns, there are a great number of persons ,who actually do not know how to live, being in very 
straightened circumstances, and this scheme woulcl give a large amount of employment during the coming 
winter. It could be gone into immediately, because the wire ancl netting and everything- necessary could 
b~ got at very short notice, if it is not in the country now. 

331. Our object, of course, is to provide work for all the unemployed, as ·far as we can, in the towns 
as well as in the country? There is a great deal of distress in the country at present,- and there will be 
more during the coming winter, ·because the people have really nothing to turn to. A good fence of the 
kind I have described will cost less than £50 a mile, and 100 miles would not cost muc.h, and would do a 
great deal of goocl. .. , 

332. Do you think the Government ought to take a step of that kind? J think it would be a national 
benefit, as the rabbits are at the present time an immense tax on the farmers. and pastoralists. It would 
prevent the unemployed in the country seeking the towns. to look for relief from the charitable institutions. 

333. Is it a work which would require a great deal of skillea labour? No. It would just mean 
putting in posts and stretching wire. J: know one small farmer who had a small paddock of lucerne; he 
did not look at it for some _days, and the rabbits ate it as bare as a road. 

334. According to your proposition the money would not be spent by the Government? No; that 
would not do, because the Government would in that case have to appoint people to overlook the work . 
.By my proposal you make those who are finally to pay for the work be their own overseers. 

335. 'l'he farmers really would eventually have to pay the money? Yes, it would be only given to 
them a·s a loan. . 

I 

· 336. D,o you think such a proposition would be acceptable to the!I!? I have hesitat~d a good deal as 
to whether you will not require an Act of Parliament to compel the people to do- so, and to make the 
principal and interest repayable on the system in force in Building- Societies, so that they would become 
free in the end. The country at large would thus benefit, and the Governmen_t would not be prit _to any 
loss. 

337. Don't. yo~ remember that a Boundary Fences Bill w~s brous-ht in and thrown out? Yes. 
There were parties m the country who·no doubt influenced Members by s!iymg they h_ad not the means to do 
t!ie work, but ~nder my proposal the money would be· found for them at once, and they would be given 
·time to repay 1t. 



(No. 47.) . 

17 
31~8. Do you tl).ink the farmers and others concerned would be ·willing to accept this without com

pulsion? I cannot answer that; I know parties who would, but their next-door neighbours might not. 
339. Do you think this would be a safe investment for the Government? There again they must 

come-in with an Act of Parliament to compel people to carry out their obligations. · 

Yes. 
340. You say the position of the unemployed in the country will be worse during ,the corning winter? 

341. And you think that under the circumstances the Government would-be justified in stepping out 
of its way to.give something in the way of extraordinary assistance ? Yes, during the coming year. There 
are. a large number of small farmers, and -prices are very low for grain and wool, and I am afraid very 
many of them have anticipated the coming crops. They won't be able to employ labour, but if they we;e. 
able to do so in such a way as this, which would be of such immense benefit to them eventually, they would 
be disposed to enter heartily into it. 

342. By Mr. Piesse,_:Might not a large area of country, including a large number of furms, be, 
fenced in this way, and the rabbits thus kept out at a less cost? Yes ; that was suggested last year in the 
Boundary Fences Act. It would give. a large amount of work, and the Government could eventually 
recover the cost with interest. 

343. Would it not enhance the value of property? Oh yes, very much. Last year the su()'gestion 
was that the GoverJ.].ment should do it as a national work; but by my plan .the money would be advanced 
only by the Government, and eventually repaid with interest. 

344. By M1·. Macdonald.-I understood you to say that many of the pastoralists desir.ed this proposal. 
Do you know of your own knowledge _that such is the case? Yes, from my own knowledge a number of 
pastoralists, and small farmers as well, desire it. ' · 

345. Do you think the work you suggest could be done wholly by the unemployed in the different 
districts ? Yes. 

346. Would you propose to force every small farmer to put up a rabbit-proof fence? Yes, except in 
districts where there are no rabbits, such as the Huon and the Nor-th West Coast. 

347. And you would propose to have an Act to render this compulsory? Yes, and to do away as 
quickly as possible with all the deadwood fences in the couritry. It is true the making of these fences 
helps to clear the timber off the land; but it would be far better to burn it all at the beginning, as they 
bec9me simply breeding-places for rabbits. Jn portions of the country people cannot get a burn-off because 
they are afraid of setting fire to these deadwood fences. 

348. By Mr. Mc lVilliams.-The system you propose is very much like the law that exists, or did 
exist,. in New South Wales ? Yes. 

349. The Government there, I believe, advanced the money to any man who wished to put up a rabbit
proof fence? Yes. There has been a recent Act passed compelling people to put up fences of this kind. 
T,here is an immense fence now between New South Wales and Queensland. 

350. From your practic;al experience d!) you think your proposal would- considerably increase the value 
of the crown estate at the same time ? Yes, hecause it would do away with the rabbits. We are at the 
present time.bringing up children to be rabbiters, with the most demoralising effects. They take the rabbits_ 
out.of the traps, knock them on the head, and skin them while they are scarcely·dead, thus increasing. the 
organ of destructiveness ; and it is not well that the children_· should go out mixed up, boys and girls, as 
they .do. They are little, if any help to their parents, and cannot be got to work on the,farms. 

351. You mean this to apply as a·n ordinary loan, the repayments to extend over .a number of years? 
Yes, so that the State will not do the w9rk without, any return. · 

352. And you would make it compulsory on all the rabbit-infested districts? Yes, that is. all I wish . 
personally to see done, because you don't want the wire netting where there are no rabbits. Mr. Downie, 
who has had this fencing in use for some time, has 'found it very successful, and. he has larg~ly increased 
the ,quantity of his wool and the quality of his stock generally. The man who has no rabbits- on his land 
must necessarily be in a much better position to pay his way than his neighbour who has to carry on under 
this terrible scourge. 

353. Don't you think there are enough unemployed in the country already to do any work that may 
be-undertaken there? I would not like to say that exactly. There are no do11bt many men in the country 
accustomed to bush life ·who cannot get a living at present, and are a heavy tax on owners of property, as 
they_ are tempted to go loafing_ about and become sheep-stealers. 

FRANCIS BELSTEAD, called and examin'!d. 

354. By the Chairman.-What is your name ? Francis Belstead. 
355. You are Secretary of ~ines ? Yes. 
356. Do you know the object of this Committee? Yes, in regard to finding means to relieve the 

unemployed .. 
357. There are some matters concerning your Department about which, we require information. In 

the first instance, Mr. Johnston, of the Anchor Tiri Mining Company, spoke this morning of a branch 
water~race ,he had surveyed from Mount Edina to Gladstone, and he told usthat it would give employment 
in its-c9nstruction to a large number of men, and open up a great deal of mineral country. Can you give 
us,aily information as to that? Some two years ago the Monnt Cameron Water Board were desirous of 
bringing the water from the pi:esent Mount Cameron Water-race to the western side of the Ringarooma 
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River. They employed Mr. Johnston to make a survey and find out what the cost wo-uld be, and to take 
the levels and see what country the race would command. Mr. Johnston made his survey, and estimated. 
the cost at between £3000 and £4000. We . then got Mr. Montgomery, the Government Geological 
Surveyor, to examine the country and see whether it warranted such an expenditure, and the conclusion 
that the Board came to, after going over the ground themselves, as well as having the two reports before 
them, was that the cost would be too great. The Board were further influenced by reason of the Esk 
Company, a private Company, having gone to a great expense in putting up pumping works on the other 
side of the river, and their works commanding a great deal of the same country our proposed rare would 
have covered. We did not think it right for the Government to enter into competition with a private 
company. Our chief reason was, in point of fact, that the work would not warrant the expense it would 
entail. 

358. Do _all those reasons hold good still ? Yes. 

Yes. 
359. Is there not a good deal of tin country round Mount Cameron not being worked at present? 

. 360. What is the reason ·of that-is it because the land is held under lease, or because there is not a 
sufficiency of water? A good deal of the land is held uuder lease, and a good deal of the country the 
present race does not command. There is not much of the land that is leased or to which water is available 
that is not being worked if it is worth working. The ground gene;•ally is poor. 

361. Mr. Johnston.spoke of some tin sections which are held by Mr. Ogilvie which would be com
manded by this extension? Yes; but he has fotely made arrangements to bring water at his own cost to 
his sections, and he will be working them in the course of a few weeks. 

362. Have you not had under considerati~n in your Department the question of sending men to the 
Blue Tier? Yes. 

363. And what has been the result ? · The result is that we have found there would be no work 
suitable for them there, unless a large expense is incul'J'ed by the Government. 

364. Would the Government be warranted in going to that expense? ·The Government appear to 
think not. The work contemplated was to acquire the New Moon mine and battery, which is a 20-head 
one at present, and add another 50 or 60 stamps to it, and crush for all the men whu liked to go out and 
get tin ore. It was found that it would cost from £20,000 to £30,000 to do that, and the stone, according 
to Mr. Montgomery, would leave the very barest margin for profit. It has been worked there by several 
companies without any margin of profit. whatever, and of course Government works would be more 
expensive. Another very important element in the matter is that it would employ so few men. You may 
estimate roughly that it employs a man per stamp. It would also require a certain amount of skilled 
labour on the part of the man getting the tin, and if a man did not know how to do-it he would not earn 
his.salt at it. The ruatter was fully gone into by the Ministry, and they .referred to Mr. l\fontgomery and 
myself; and we fully concurred in our views without having had any previous conversation. 

365. Has Mr. Montgomery given a written report on the subject? Yes; I called in to get it as I was 
coming down, but the Minister of Lands was away, and it was locked up. It can be obtained by the 
Committee. 

366. Froin your own knowledge, then, you do not think much could be done for the unemployed by 
putting them on the mines? I am afraid not. I have thought over the matter seriously for a long time, 
arid in every way, and I do not see any way in which a large number of them could be profitably employed. 
Men who understand mining might be given a Miner's Right and means to get into the country, and here 
and there they might possibly do well, but it would require some degree of knowledge. 

367. Have any suggestions been made to the Department lately in regard to cutting tracks? Not 
recently. Of course from time to time tracks are suggested, and are executed, as far as the means at our 
disposal allow. · · 

368. I suppose the means are very limited? Yes, very limited. 
369. Do you think there would be any prospect of opening up any good mineral fields, espef!ially 

alluvial ones, if tracks were made? I don't know anywhere 'where such a result would be likely, where 
the work is not already done, or is being done by degrees. 

370. The country between Mt. Reid and Mt. Lyell was mentioned to us, in a letter from Mr. Young, 
as ·being likely to give returns in gold and tin, if it was opened up? That is only probable, we have no 
definite information about it. '.!.'he whole of that zone is a mineral country, and there is nothing like 
cutting tracks in it to open it up, but the difficulty is that the money is not available. It would be a 
speculative track. I don't know the locality at present that you could put your finger on and say with any 
degree of certainty that it would be likely to be productive. 

371. From the reports you get in the Department, do yon think there is a sufficiency of roads on the 
West Coa.st now for the proper development of the mines there? Not nearly a sufficiency. Several 
thousands of pou~ds could be spent there profitably. 

372. Have you had any representations made to you in regard to the road to the Stanley River? 
Yes. 

373. There is a small vote for that world Yes, it has been assisted· in one way or another. 
3i4. Has that assistance been sufficient to make the road at all fair? No, undoubtedly not. There 

is a difference of opinion I have heard as to the route of the road, as of course there are conflicting 
interests. . The Zeehan people want all the trnffic brought into Zeehan, but the true interest is that the road 
should be taken to the landing on the Pieman River. A road somewhere there would be of great advantage, 
there is no question, and the same remark applies to North-east Dundas. There is something being done 
there.now, but of course not what ought to be done, or what the field would stand. 
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375. Do vou think the Government wou~d be justified in spending a few thousand pounds on the 
West Coast now? Yes. 

376. And it would be reproductive almos: immediately? Yes. 
377. You are speaking, I suppose, regarding the known mineral fields? Yes, not the prospective ones. 
378. Have you any further suggestions to offer which you think would assist the Committee? Well, 

of course, in common with the rest of the community, I have formeµ my own idea upon the question. 
My view would be to select a piece of good ground, and put men ori to clear it, and then sell it when 
cleared. As to village settlement in the wild bush, it is hopeless; but on cleared land people could raise 
something at once to keep them going. There are pieces of land where such could be done, there is no 
doubt. , 

379. We have been told of severnl areas of agricultu'ral land to which there are no roads ? Road
making would be part of the business. 

380. It was pointed out to us that in making a road through heavily timbered country it was a 
difficult matter to select the best route, and a waste of money often occurred through the wrong route 
being taken? That has occurred everywhere, and must of necessity occur, but the road need not be a 
pe~manent one. Only a way in and out would do in the first instance. 

381. And do you think that land cleared like that would find a ready sale? Yes. 
382. Would you propose selling it on deferred payments, that is, under the Land Act? Yes, though I 

would increase the upset price. 
383. Would it command such a price aa to cover the cost of clearing? Yes, if it were properly 

managed and looked after. , , 
384. By lvlr. Piesse.-With regard to the Blue Tier, I suppose your opinion is the same as that I 

formed three or four months ago, that there is very little opening for the employment of m:rny men? 
Yes. , , 

385. And you have had the matter continually in your mind? Yes, it is not a hasty condusion I 
have come to, it has been forced upon me. 

386. And the outlay of £20,000 to £30,000 would only mean the permanent employment of 50 or 
60 men? Less than a hundred men, at the most. 

387. By 1Jir. }ifacdonald.-I have an impression that the country round the East Coast has ,been 
largely dummied, and that the labour clauses are not being carried out? That occurs all over the 
Colony. , 

388. Do you think if the labour clauses were enfoi·ced that it would lead to a lot of these claims 
being abandoned, and thus allow them to be worked by a lot of men who are idle now? No, I do not 
think so. 

389. Are there not claims not being worked now upon which men are practically prevented from 
going? Yes, here and there, but in such a case all a man has to do is to make application for the 
forfeiture of the lease; the matter is enquired into by the Department, and all the circumstances weighed, 
and if it is a fair and proper thing that the land should be forfeited, the application is acceded to, and the 
applicant for forfeiture gets the ground. 

390. Don't you think it would be better for the Department to forfeit the land themselves, where they 
know the labour clauses have not been carried out, rather than waitincr for some one to give information? 
We should have to have a much larger staff tc, enable us to do that. 

0

The matter has been wel I considered 
for a long time, and as far as I know there is no better or more practical way of dealing with the question 
than that now in force. 

391. Do you suggest that the roads you were speaking of on the W es,t Coast should pe macadamised? 
Oh, no. 

392. By the Clwirman.-How would tramways do? There is no doubt that trams are the best style 
of conveyance in rough and difficult countrie8. 

393. Would the same thing apply to the East Coast? No, roads would be best there, as there is so 
much material at hand., 

394. Do yon know any places on the East Coast where it is desirable to put roads? No, not to any 
extent. 

3_95. In regard to clearing the land, do you think the present is a suitable time to begin? It is not a 
suitable time of year, but there is much that might be done in the way of preparation: the large trees might 
be rung, and so on. As soon as the land is decermined upon you might begin the road. 

396. By 11fr. J,fc William.~.-Are there not men in the North-eastern District now working the land 
wherever they can get water? Yes, there aie a good many men working wherever they can get water; 
~ut over and above that there are places open for working still-about the Mount Cameron Di~trict, for 
mstance. 

Yes. 
397. Don't you think that most of the land in that locality is w9rked whenever \Yater can be got? 

398. And if the land there was forfeited could anyone be able to work it when the price of tin comes 
below a certain figure? No. Some of the best claims are shut up, waitmg until tin rise;; in price. 

-399. And even when the land is dum~nied, is it not worked whenever water and the price of tia make 
it profitable to do so? Yes, generally speaking. There is very little land dummied ahot1t Mt. Cameron, 
as I found when I came to make enquiries. There may be cases here and, tl1ere where the Lan:l is not 
worked. 
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400. Do you think it would be possible to ·let very small areas to co-operative_ parties on the silver
field.s to mine the lodes, as they are now purchasing galena on the coast? Yes ; :but there is no reason 
why they should not ta,ke up the ground for themselves. Under the new mining regulations any quantity 
ofland, even a quarter of an acre, can be taken up. 

401. There is no obstacle in the mining regulations to prevent men doing so? No. The alleged 
,obstacle is that there is a great deal of land held and not worked, and that many of. the mining companies 
have too much land, but that even is passing away;·· as tlie mines are adopting the ,system of tribnting. 

402. Do you think it would enable men to get work if some of the companies were compelled to either 
work their land or resign it? In some cases it would, where, there are large areas of land held; but in 
others, of course, there may be only a strip of land, where the lode is, that is capable of being worked. 

403. Do you think it would assist those who are unemployed in the mining industry'if the companies 
holding large areas were compelled to· work them themselves, or allow others to do so? Yes, I thi11k it 
would, undoubtedly. 

404. Do you think it ,vould be advisable to send the general run of unemployed into the mining 
districts? -No, I think there are unemployed enough in most of them as•it is. 

405. Taking the mining fields of the Colony as a whole, do you· not think there are' more than 
sufficient men on them now to work all the available land? Yes, I think there are sufficient men. I do 
not mean to say thei·e is not room for any more. ·-

406. In most of the mining centres there are a considerable number of men out of work ll.OW? Yes. 
407. And -to send men out of the towns to them would be simply adding to the distress already 

existing? Yes, especially if they were unskilled men. 
408. By the C!tairman.-You know the Mount Lyell Company' is asking the Government to 

guarantee their debentures; don't 'you think it would be far better for the Government to constmct that 
line themselves? As a matter of personal opinio~, I think so. If the country is to guarantee the money 
they ought to do the work. 

409. Do you consid_er the work justifiable? Yes, undoubtedly. 

EDWARD COUNSEL, recalled. 
410. By tlte Cliairman.-Have you brought down the plans of the loca_lities mentioned . by you 

yesterday? Yes. 

411. It has been suggested to us that, in making roads through heavily-timbered districts, there was 
a great danger ·of the best route not being always chosen. What is tlie nature of the land at the 
Arve and Florentine Valleys? In respect to the Florentine there would be no risk of that kind whatever. 
The road has been opened a considerable portion"of the way, and a track has been marked right through. 
We know_ the point at which to cross the dividing range; and there would be ample time to lay the road out 
in advance of- the workmen engaged upon it. 

412. Would it be a macadamised road? Not for the whole of the :way; in some .places it would 
be better to corduroy it ; in places where stone is available it could be metalled, but in others nothing will 
be done but to open and form it. There is a good road for 15 miles from Glenora, and five miles more of 
it is opened, l\)aving 17 miles to make to get into the Florentine Valley. In 1·egard to the Arve, I do 
not think there is any great risk of not choosing the best route. 

413. By 111£1'. Lrl c TVilliams.-Is there not a belt of timber and then a button-grass plain before you 
get into _the heavy timber of the Arve again? I am not aware of it, but there are people in the district 
fairly well acquainted with the country. The danger of badly locating roads is one of the difficulties 
caused by the system of selection before survey; and it is not much improved'by laying the road out first 
unless the land is surveyed into blocks, because people may not take up the land where they are expected to . 

. , One of the advantages of the system I propose is that the main road, at all events, will not need to be 
altered afterwards. The system that is at present in vogue here is that selection precedes the roads, and that 
is largely the cause of all the difficulties you have mentioned. The system of making the roads first would be 
more expensive at the outset, but it would be infinitely better than the present one where large areas are being 
opened up. I believe this is the opinion of the highest autho;·ities on land settlement in all the colonies. · 

414. By ilte Cltafrman.-Mi·. Simmonds pointed out to us that in many places where roads had been 
made, they had all grown up again with scrub? That may be so on some of the. small branch roads, but 
it is n~t the case to any great extent in any part of the Colony, so far as I am aware. 

415. We have also been told that in many places where roads have been made the land has not been 
taken up, or nothing done to the selections? I think most of this land would be found to be private property_ 

416. By J.l'b·. JJ'iacdonald,:_Mr. Simmonds said that the Mount Horror country was so heav.ily 
timbered that a surveyor could not be certain that he was selecting the best Toute? I don't think that 
country presents insuperable difficulties ; it is a question of time in laying out the road. 

417. By the Cltairman,_:_I suppose, as a matter of fact, these risks are unavoidable? Not if sufficient 
tune is taken to explore the country. . 

418. Would tl1e road to the Arve go thro'ugh much country that wo~Id not be taken up? I don't 
think there is much of that eonntrv inferior; but, of course, there must be some waste land. . ' 

419. Would you recommend the Government to ~!ear some of that land and sell it?· I would not 
at the present time. Something of the kind might b~ done in the season by way of experiment. 

The Committee then adjourned. 
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TUESDAY, APRIL 17, 1894. 

ALEXANDER MO~TGOMERY, called and examined. 

420. By the Olwirman.-What is your name? Alexander Montgom,ery. 
421. What are you? I am Geological Surveyor and Inspector of Mines. 
422. You know the object of this Co::milittee, I suppose? Yes, I understand it is to investigate the 

probability of the unemployed finding work-of a profitable character on the various mining fields, and to 
devise means to assist them generally. 

423. We haye sent for you to get some information in regard to the various mining fi~lds. It has 
been suggested to the Committee that work might be found for a large number of men at the Blue Tier 
mines, supposing the Government were to provide the reducing plant. Can you give us any information 
on that subject? I am afraid the idea is not practicable. I have given the subject my consideration for 
some little time, in fact at the' request of the late Minister of Lands, and I find the position is something 
like this :-There is any amount of work on the Blue 'l'ier, only it is not immediately available. It is a 
very fine field, and one that in course of time, and with large expenditure, will come to be a very valuable 
place, but I don't think there is any opeµing to put on men just now, even if the Government were to put 
up a large battery. Supposing they we:e to put up a 100-head battery, it is not likely to employ more 
than about 100 men, which would not be of much value under the circumstances, and even then I don't 
think a Government battery couid be made to pay. The Blue Tier deposits are generally vei:y poor, and it 
would be a matter for very careful management, both in the mine and the battery, ahd very careful 
business management also, and it would be extremely difficult to get that under Government control, I am 
afraid. 'l'he mines working there at present have really made a desperate effort to make the deposits pay, 
and are working in the cheapest possible manner. It has been demonstrated that with rather larger plant, 
say from 80 to 100 stamps, there would be a great·probability of the field paying, but s11ch a result could 
only be obtained by the mines getting all their arrangements to save labour as much as possible. Labour-
saving machinery is what is wanted there, rather than men. · 

424. Supposing the Government w:mld be willing to take the matter up and erect expensive 
machinery, would the prospect_ of return be good enough to make you feel warranted in recommending it? 
That requires consideration, as so much depends upon the conditions of the aid given by the Government. 

425. There is very little alluvial ground there, I believe ? Very little. 
426. Is there much alluvial ground available at Mount Cameron? Not much. Most of it is held 

already. 
427. Is it being worked? A good deal of it is being worked. There is some ground that ought to 

be worked that nothing is being· done with ; • but there are very often good reasons for its not being worked. 
Sometimes the ground is not really get-at-able. 

428. Is there any gJ"Ouncl at Mount Cameron which might be worked at a slight loss, where the men 
might win as much tin as would nearly pay their wages, for instance? No doubt there_ is, bu~ it is extremely 
difficult to _say what the ground will turn out. The ground varies so much that I really cannot say whether 
it would turn out well or not. 

429. You say there is ground up _there, prospectively profitable that is not being worked at the present 
time? Yes. ' 

430. And that ground if worked wouid find employment for a good many men, I suppose? It would, 
no doubt, but it requires water, and the water in the Mount C~eron Race, the only available source of 
supply, is nearly all taken up. 

431. Was it not suggested to continue the Mount Cameron Race? It was proposed t0 bring a branch 
across the Ringarooma River to the weste:·n side to supply the claims round Gladstone, but these are now 
mostly being supplied by the successors of the Esk Company, and I don't know of any quantity of ground 
worth speaking of on that line that is not already taken up or being worked. The Ogilvies' are bringing in 
a race across the Ringarooma at the present time. 

432. ·Do you think there is sufficient inducement to construct that branch race? No, I don't think 
so, as the water is all being nse<l up where it is now. 

433. Do you know anything of the land in the vicinity of Mount· Horror? No, I have not been 
there at all. 
· 434. Can you make any suggestions w_ith a view to finding men work on any of the mining fields, 
even if the work were not exactly of a profitable character? I have tumed the matter over in iny mind 
very carefully, and I don't knoi,v of anything at any place where men could be sent with any reasonable 
chance of success. The places most likely, now winte1· is coming on, are the goldfields on the West Coast. 
There are certainly creeks there where men who understand the business might make a living, but I am . 
afraid that the average of the unemployed about the .towns would simply starve. If a few of the men who 
understand mining were given means to get round to the ·west Coast goldfields they mig·ht make a living. 

435. Are there sufficient tracks on the West Coast to enable men to get access to the known. fields? 
Oh, yes, the place is ramified with tracks. . . 
. 436. There is a st{·etch of country between Mount Lyell and Mount Reid which we are told is 
practically unexplored. Are there tracks foere? There are no tracks between Mount Reid and Mount Lyell. 

437. W oulcl you recommend tracks to be made there? I think it would be' a very good thing indeed 
to make tracks to open up that line of country from the north encl of Mount Reid towards 1fount Lyell. 

438. Do you think that the opening up of that conntry would probably give employment'! I think it 
is very likely to do so. _ . . 
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439. We have also been informed that there is good country at north-eastern Mount Reid that is not 
opened up? That would be towards Mount Murchison; I do not know that country at all. I understand 
that there has been one very good find reported at Mount Murchison. A great deal of the country to the 
east of Mount Reid is open country, where no tracks are required, except here and there through little 
belts of scrub. 

440. Would you be disposed to recommend the relaxation of the Mining Regulations to allow men to 
get on to the fields without expense-you know what they are doing in the other colonies, sending men to 
the mining fields and giving them Miners' Rights, and in some cases even finding them in tools? I think 
if men of the right stamp, fairly young and active and able to bear hardship, wanted to go to the West 
Coast fields, it would be a very good thing to give them a fortnight's tucker and a miner's right each and 
help them to get round there. 

441. Have you any other scheme to suggest other than that you have just spoken of? No. 
442. You were asked to consider the matter by the late Minister of Lands? Yes, I wrote him a 

letter on the subject. 

443. By Mr. Jl1acdonald.-Are there not enough imemployed men on the different fields now to do 
any work that may be found on them? There certainly are a good many men unemployed about the 
different fields. 

444. In opening these tracks are tp.ere not actually b'ona fide miners capable of going into the country 
on the fields now? There are a good many, only men get discouraged from going out, as there is no 
certainty of making a living. . '· 

445. Do you know of your own knowledge that there are many mines which have stopped work. 
because they were not quite paying their way under the existing rates of wages, and which, if resumed by 
the Government and worked at the unemployed rate of wages, would pretty nearly pay the cost of the 
mineral obtained from them? The mines on the Blue Tier might, the Full Moon more than any other 
I kn'ow of, but skilled miners would be required to do the· work. 

446. Are there not 200 or 300 skilled men round the East Coast living from hand-to-mouth ? Yes, 
that is so, I believe. 

447. Do you know of any mine now stopped that would provide work for these men under the circum-
stances I have mentioned? There are the Full Moon and New Moon mines. · 

448. Do you know of any others ? There is the Anchor mine, but I think that is being worked on 
tribute now. 

449. Don't you think it is a great hindrance to the developml;\nt of our mineral fields when mining com
panies won't work their lan<l· because it does not pay, and won't let it on tribute-on fair tribute prices? It 
may be their attitude, but it is never their expressed attitude to my knowledge. 

450. Do you know of any mining companies that have taken up that position? No, I do not know 
of any. 

451. I have a telegram here, which I got this morning, which mentions four companies which 'have 
taken up that position-the Gate Extended, the East Gate, the Morning S_tar, and the Boys? It is a 
matter of the circumstances in each particular case. If you ask the companies their view of the matter 
they will probably say the tribute will not pay, or something of that sort. It is a commercial matter 
between them and the tributors. As a general rule the companies are only too glad to have their mines 
worked without their being put to expense themselves. There are many mines that have spent a good deal 
and are merely waiting for a favourable opportunity to make an effort ; and it would be a very great hard
ship on them to take their land away because they have spent their money unsuccessfully. 

452. Are not many of these mines waiting until they can get labour at the same price that the Govern
ment propose to pay the unemployed ?-here are four cases which would employ 20 or 30 men if the mines 
were let on tribute? When I last saw these mines the Boys was the· only one that showed any likelihood 
of being of any use to tributors, but to get any ground open they would have to sink another level; that 
was the difficulty which made the Company stop. 'l'he East Gate and the Gate Extended have done a lot 
of work since I saw them, bi1t 1 think they would have to sink a main shaft and go to a considerable 
expense before the ground would be open to tribufors. I don't think,.from my knowledge of these com
panies, that any of them are in a position to let their properties on tribute. My information about the 
district is not very recent, certainly. 

453. I have another communication from the Blue Tier which states that there are two or three 
hundred men unemployed about the di:itrict; can you make any suggestion to meet that difficulty, as it is 
actually the class of labour that is wanted? There is a probability of that district employing a lot of men 
successfnlly if they once get started. 

454. Wliat w~uld be the amount of money necessary to do the dead-work, say at the Full Moon 
Mine? At the Full Moon there would not be less than £40,000 or £50,000 1·equired. It is a most 
awkward place to open up, as you would require a battery, water, pumping plant, and many other things. 
There is no use whatever touching it on a small scale. At the _New Moon•mine, where exp~nses were cut 
down in every possible 1vay, it was found t.he actual returns were just a little under what would pay 
expenses. The stone was delivered at the battery at a cost of 2.~. to 2s. 3d. a ton, and it cost about 4s. 6d. 
a ton to crush and concentrate it. The total expenses ran to about 7s. per ton. The exact figure is given 
in one of my reports. 

455. Do you think £70,000 or £80,000 would be a justifiable expense for the Government to go to? 
The expenditure should take this form first of all,--that the lar~e .deposits should be proved to some little 
depth. The best way to do that would be to use one of the Uovernment diamond drills, and prove the 
ground to the depth of 100 feet or so. By doing that you could value. with something like certainty the 

. quantity of stuff available. These tin deposits at the Blue Tier have, in some cases, gone out 'rathe1· 
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suddenly, as at Cream Creek for instance, which gave rather~ good show at first, but when they came to 
take the stuff out they found nothing underneath. The deposits are_ in floors, one above the other, and in 
order to be able to put up large macl1inery with some confidence, it is absolutely necessary to prove the 
ground to some depth to show that thEre is really the large quantity of ore there that we anticipate. I think 
there is very little doubt that the :in does exist, and that it will be found at a good depth, but before 
spending a large sum of money the ground should be proved. 

456. Would it not take some time to do that work? Yes, but it would take more time to do it in any 
other way, such as sinking shafts'for instance, which would be better, but more expensive. 

457. Would you advise that wol'1r being done by the Government on any private claim, or a claim 
being taken by the Government from any of these companies who are not now working? That is a matter 
rather for you political gentlemen than for me. Personally, I do not believe in the Government under
taking these things. 

4~8. Would it be •wise for the G-:ivemment to take any one claim, say the Full Moon, or anyone that 
would fairly command, from the surface show, sucl!ess, and work it in the. interests of the unemployed? 
The Anchor mine is the most- promising of all at the Blue 'l'ier, and has paid at times even with the 
present plan of working, and is in thE best position for working. It would be tbe 1110st ·likely to do good 
to the district. · 

459. Is it a large deposit? Yes, it is a very large deposit. I don't think it could be ucquired by the 
Government. The next best mine, tl:e Puzzle, is also being tried, and there is a nian· building a fom1dry -
at George's Bay to make machinery on the spot for it. The N_ew Moon and Full Moon are badly situated 
for working, as they are on the_ top of a hill, and there is not the same facility for getting material in. 

460. By tlte Cltafrman.-Is there water- available? Not without conservation dams. 'l'hey are 
~xpensi ve. claims to work. 

461. By 111.r. TFoollnough.-Do you think it would be practicable to open out better means of commu
nication with the Blue Tier, thus havi::ig the effect of lowering the price of provisions, and consequently· 
lo"'.ering wages, and so enabling many_ of the mines at present shut up to go on working? 'l'he roa·ds 
about the Blue Tier are very good. 

462. So that t~ere is nothing really in that contention? No, I do -not think there is. 
·_ 453; Amongst the mines at the Blue Tier that are now shut down are there an_v that you would 

characterise as having a good show. I ask the question in regard to the possibility of the Government 
resuming any of them? Haley's Lease and the Full Moon both have a good show, though there are better 
claims on the Tier. 

464. Is there any limit to the length of time that companies can shut down for under the present 
law? I think there is. The working of the Mining Regulations as- regards holding land never comes 
within my department at all, and I am not very conversant with it. 

465. By the Clwfrman.-You know, of course, that there are a great many mineral leases held upon 
which no work is being clone ? Yes. 

466. All over the country? Yes. 
467. And you think that the enforcement of the labour clauses would be in some cases a hardship and 

, an injustice? Yes, in some cases. 
468. What would be the general effect of the enforcement of the labom.- clause& right throughout tlie 

country, even supposing a little injustice was done: would it not cause a lot of land to be :thrown open to 
working miners? It would cause a graat deal of land to be thrown open that is now held for speculative 
purposes. 

469. Would it have the indirect effect of giving employment? · I don't think it· would make much 
difference. , · 

470. Do you mean that the land ·would only pass from the hands of one set of speculators to another? 
Y:es, to a very great extent ; and I don't think a great deal of it would be taken up by tributing parties or 
holders of miners' rights. 

471., I suppose these speculators would not hold the land unless there was some prospective value?· 
Much of this land is simply held on the chance of something turning up. A great deal of land I know of, 
has been held for years, and a pick has never been put into it. 

· 472. And you don't think that throwing this land open would tend to give employment? I think it 
might give a little more employment in a few cases. 'l'here are certainly places where working parties 
would take up ground that is at present held by companies who are doing nothing to it, It woulµ give a 

, better chance of working parties taking up ·ground that is not utilised at present. 
473. ·Are you of opinion that most of this lanc;l. would be taken up immediately if it were forfeited? 

I don't tl1ink so, under the present co;ndition of things. 
474. Are ·rents being paid regularly on these claims that are ~ot being worked? I don't know .. · 
475. In one of your previous report_s you spoke of the probability of coal being found on the Henty 

River? Yes. Some borei, were put dc,wn, _ but none were found. _ 

476. Has it been fairly decided that there is no coal there? No, I don't think it has; that would be a 
question of diamond-drill ~oring too. 

477.· In 'the event of coal being found there would it not be a great assistance to the development of 
the mines on the West Coast? Yes ;· but what I said in my report was that there were coal measures 
there, and in coal measures there is always a likelihood of :finding ·coal. · 

478. Do you know of any unexplored gold country in that vicinity? Yes. 
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479. It has b~en suggested that the Government should· give 3s. a day to men, .and 6s. a day to an 
overseer to each party, apd send them out to the l\fount Horror district to lo.ok for minerals, giving them 
half the value of all the mineral they win. How do you think that idea would woi:k? I do no't think I 
could make .any recommendation about that· without seeing the country it was proposed to work. 

480. Supposing that you found that the ground would probably give say 4s. per man per day,·woilld you 
feel disposed to recommend it then? That is again rather a matter of policy. I do not think I should 
make any recommendation upon the n::iatter. 

481. Do you think you would be able to examine and report upon that country within the next two 
or three weeks? Yes; I could go there shortly. . . · 

482. By M1·. J.Wacdonald.-Do you know of any solution to the difficulty ·caused by the dummying 
of mineral sections at present?· It is a very difficult question, and has so many aspects that you are no 
sooner done with one than another turns up. 

483. It has been suggested to me that companies holding land and not doing anything with it should 
be made to pay an increased rent every year? Pre~sure can be brought to bear on them under the present 
Regulations. 

484. There are so many wheels within wheels under these Reg~lations: they would operate in the 
case you have mention·ed also? The companies would do what they do now, make a pretence of working. 

485. By J.11r. Woollnouglt.-Assuming that.a battery of 50 heads were put up, and water found to 
-work it, is there room there for 50 men to bring in ore for some considerable time? Tliere i~ plenty of 
room for 50 men and many more, directly they were given facilities fo~· working. 

486. What would be the cost of bringing down water from a 50-head battery, or two or three of them? 
There are two very fine sites for conservation dams on the top of the Blue Tier, and neither of them would 
be very expensive. Of course no surveys have been made to determine accurately what would ·be the, cost 
of making th.e dams, but I believe if they were constructed they would be a very, great benefit to the 
district, and would not cost in all probability more than £2000 a piece. 

487. Supposing this extra supply of water is obtained- at the· cost you mention, how many batteries 
could be maintained in working condition with it? There local conditions ag-ain come in the way. Owing· 
to the distance and the fall, one of these dams woul.d not be available for the New Moon or Full Moon 
Company's mines, but would have to be ut.ilized for the land lower down the Wyniford River. The other 
one would give about 70 feet of pressure at a point a mile away from the New Moon claim. It is a matter 
requiring careful calculation to say whether _it would pay better to put the battery with ,yater power a mile 
away from the min~, or to put the battery with stealll: power on the mine. 

488. Assuming you had. the wat~r·pow:e1; available at the New Mo.on mine, what extra amount of• 
stampers could you putt.here so far as the 'Yater is concerned? I cannot, remember what is the capacity, 
of the dam, or the qmmtity of water it would supply. The present New Moon battery woiild not b.e 
available at all, as it is worked by steam and is not commanded by this dam. I think the proposal is that 
the batte1,y should :be put at the Falls of the Wyniford River, about a mile below the present battery of the 
New Moon Company. I noticed a proposal in the papers to the effect that if ·the battery was put at the 
Falls a number of men could go to work at once. That battery could only he worked by,water powei: by 
111~king this. big <l!!m, ar1µ tl!e-big dam is right on the top of the hill, and would require more careful measure
ments than have been made yet to know what quantity of water it would contain, _and what would be the. 
regular supply ; in fact, I have no data to say how many stampers it would drive. 

489. A~suming that you. c;ould get. s.11fficient water for £2000 to drive a 50-head batte1:y, the next 
point is, is there sufficient ti11 to be gpt_ to pay these men for bringb1g it in for cr.ushing and to pay some .. 
sort of interest to the Government upon the cost of the battery? I think there is. The principal fact t,hat . 
I ·am going on in saying that I _thipk it will pay, is the work that has been done on th.at particular Section 
I 'just referred fo. The old ·Full Moon Section·. yielded about three times as much tin as the M'Gougµ 
~ection did, which just paid expenses, and the1'efore I think it should pay very well. 

490. Is tlie supply of tin of this qhara.cter likely to last for any considerable time? · I think so. 

Yes. 
491. Supposing this 50-head battery were put up,"it would only afford employment for about 50 men? 

492. And woulµ this 50 men be ~ble _to find employment for any considerable length of time? They 
would £nd employment for a few years without g9ing below the. present water-level.. 

493. Could anyone obtajr1 wag~s at the work,. or must the. men employed be miners? I think it will 
take a miner to xpake w!J.gEis, . 

494. So.that the work would or1ly relieve tlie unemployed miners? Yes. 
495. B:i; the C!tainnan.-Is there -not a plant ;it the New Moon mine now?· There are two plants· 

Th~ New Moon Compa,J:!y hold, two sectiO.ll!!, which'were.originally held by the Full Moon Company and 
the M'Gough Company. The two batterie.s are a considerable distance. apart•,.and one of them, on the Full \ 
Moon section, is only half put up. It was a 30.head bat~ery; but the company got into difficulties, as. the 
V.D.L·. Bank broke before they could fir1i!lh their work. The other battery is a 15-head one, and has a 
Huntingdon mill, which is equivalent to about 10 heads. 

496. When that plan_t -:was at wqrk how many men did it employ? I think about-30, all told. 
497. And is· that plant in working order now·? I think so. 
498. If the Governm(mJ took th\l,t claim ov:e1· and worked it as economically as the late company .did, 

co1ild thl.)y not find.work for 30 mi11ers at present? The company lost about 3d. o,r 4d. a ton. 
499. And the Government, by wqrkilig as economic1lly as the company did, could find employment 

for 30 men at that loss? Yes,. • 
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500 . .Ancl "if 'they -compieted :the other battery; how many could they ·put on? About as ma11y 
more. 

501. And the. Government at a slight loss co~ld fi~1d employment fo1; 50 or 60 men? Yes, by working 
as economically as the company did. • ' . .. . 

502. B.IJ Mr. M.acdonald.-What fall would these dams give? About°70 feet. 
503. Do you know the Californian electric system of,wor.king? Yes. 
·504. At·e there any of these dams which would enable that .system· to be employed?· A g·ood deal 

could be done in that way about the Blue Tier. 
The Committee then adjourned. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18, 1894. 

WILLIAM SMITH, 1·ecalled and e:camined. 

' 505. By the Cltairnwn.-You stated that you would be able to, give us .further information about the 
works av·ailable under the Crown Lands Act and the Waste Lands A_ct : have you that information at 
your disposal'? You ,asked me if I thought it was possible that a sum could be set apart at once, or an 
expenditure take place immediately under those Acts. I have gone. through the several districts carefolly, 
and this is what I find :-Funds, Waste Lands and Crown Lands Acts.-I have no -doubt that the 
following sums would be. immediately available for expenditure under the provisions of the said Acts in the 
Districts stated, and tenders·could be invited, or relief work afforded by day labour, as soon as inspections 
of localities had proved these sums to be due, and the most desirable work to he carried out in each locality 
had been arranged by Inspectors. In the South: Huon, Channel, Tasman's Peninsula, East Coast, New 
Norfolk, Uxhridge and Hollow Tree Districts-say about £5000. In tne North: Cam and Seabrook, 
Flowerdale, Rocky Cape, Upper Piper, Springfield and Scottsdale, Patersonia and Gunn, and other 
Districts-say about £7000. I stated approximately (suqject to correction after details were obtained) 
that about the sum of £60,000 was available for works under special Public Works Acts. 'fhe details 
taken out since -my evidence ·show that this sum ma,y be increased to £72,000. I also stated approxi
,mately that from £12,000 to £15,000 were available out of the provision for works under the urgent 
column. The details taken out since show that this is correct, but the.estimate of works for which tenders 
are advertised and for which plans anti specifications are now in pr~paration amount in all to about £9000; 
and after allowing for this sum there will only be about £5400 avail3:ble .. for works sanctioned by Parlia
ment under the urgent column. Buildings.-In addition to the £15,000 available for buildings generally 
under spe•cial Public Works Acts, I find there is a sum of £5000 available also for School Buildings. 
I also submit the following particulars desired by Committee :-

Amounts required for ·Votes for de-
Votes or portions 

"'!,'.' 
ferrcd works 

of Yotes for the Expend!-

ELECTORAL DIS'l'RICT. 
urgent works Urgent works in Urgent work:s Urgent works ture of which TOTAL. 
which have for which plans for which Ten- has been au-
been-expended. course of con· are in prepara- ders are adver- tborisec by, 

struction. tion. t!sed . late Ministry. 
... 

£ £ £ £ £ £ 
Campbell Town ..................... ... . .. 119 ... . .. 119 
Brighton .............................. ... 200 ... . .. . .. 200 
Cumberland .......................... 7 1300 ... . .. ... 1307 
·Cressy ................. ··············· . .. ... . ... . .. 30 30 
-Devon, East .......................... ... ... . .. . .. 1095 1095 
Devon, '\-Vest .......................... 63 190 1253 210 ... 1716 
Deloraine .............................. 19 140 227 ... . .. 386 
Evandale .............................. . .. . .. ... ... .. . ... 
:~~~!k\i~·:::·::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

327 165 214 130 ... 836 
180 115 611 214 390 1510 

George Town-........................ 131 ... 366 . .. 175 672 
Glenorchy ' 139 480 130 250 999 ···························· .... 
Glamorgan .. : ........... , ............ 43 ... 119 . .. . .. 162 
Kingborongh ......................... 1535 460 ... 50 1930 3975 
New Norfolk ......................... 59 150 ... ... 640 849 
Oatlands ....................... _ ........ 99 465 50 ... 100 714 
Richmond ............................. 100 ... 125 . .. 422 647 
Ringarooma .......................... 279 280 756 105 ... 1420 
Sorell ............ : .. \ ................... 1214 395 734 504 800 3647 
Selby ................................... 173 100 959 320 1275 2827 
Wellington ........................... 610 280 1591 '160 160 2801 
Westbury .............................. ... . .. ... ... . .. . .. 

---- -----
4978 4720 7124 1823 7267 25/912 

506. Are there any special claims from the country districts for schools? That is a matter for the 
Education Department to reply to. · 

507. Are you preparing any plans in your office for any schools that would be 'paid for out of that 
£5000? I cannot say definitely without going back to the office to see. I find there are two, viz:, 
new bnilclings, West Zeehan, and additions, East Devonport. 
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508. B:1/ Mr. E!,1·adley.-Do you know if the Macquarie-street School is embraced in that vote? 
There is no list of schools submitted ; the vote is a general one for new snhools. When any school of an 
expensive character (£1000) is proposed, then the plans have to be submitted to Parliament: 

509. By the C!wirman.-Do you think you can make any further suggestions which would be of 
value to the Committee? No, 1 don't think so. I noticed some reference was made to the Derwent Park 
road by Mr. Helmer. 

510. B.1/ 1lfr. Bradley.-Is it not almost throwing away money to leave the road in the state it is at 
present in? Yes. I think the work woul<l be a very desirable one to put men on, and we could get stone 
on the Derwent Park estate very readily. 

511. If all these works referred to by you are to be pushed on, will not the 1n·spectors require some 
help? We will necessarily have to increase the staff of Inspectors, but they would only be appointed 
temporarily, and they would not need to be expensive men, as the work is of a simple character. 

512. By 11:Ir. JH acdonald.-Can you give us any information about a piece of work which came under 
our notice yesterday,-a vote of £900 for a piece of embankment near the railway bridge on the 
Tamar : I am informed that £400 of it has been spent? It is a railway item, and only £400 has been 
expended, leaving a balance of £500 available to date. 

513. By 1llr. Bradley.-Is it an understood thing that some of these works can be pushed on without 
necessitating us to wait until Parliament meets? All works in the urgent column can be pushed on at once. 
There remains about £6400 for works in the urgent column. Particulars for cor.tracts are coming in dailv 
and will be dealt with either by tender in the usual way, or else as relief works. These Waste Lands and 
Crown Lands funds we can no doubt deal with at once, on the Inspector viewing the locality and deciding 
upon the best class of work to do. I would like to !'pecially recommend the Derwent Park road to the 
Committee, beeause the money we have spent there is really uo g-oorl at present, and the road serves no 
good purpo~e whateve,r. There is auy amount of stone on the Derwent Park Estate, which would g·ive 
men a job stone-breaking, and relieve many. at once. 

514. By the Chairman.-You strongly recommend that road? Yes, I believe it to be a useful work. 
515. By 11:lr. W oollnough.-What is the present pmctice of the Department in regard to carrying out 

these works under the ·waste Lands Act? It is done by tender as a rule, but occasionally by day labour 
when required as relief works. · 

516. Something has been said on the subject of the undesirability of sending men from a distance to 
work on small jobs where there was not much money voted? I think I said something on the subject 
myself; at any rate, the practice is very undesirable, because you have to incur almost the same expense in 
preliminary matte1's for a small job as you have for a large one. 

517. So there would be only the larger works to which meh conld be sent from a distance? Yes• 
unless you could get a locality where there were several small works not far apart. 5 or 6 small works 
would be satisfactory in this respect. 

518. Is it not an unacknowledged rule in your Department that the work, as far as possible, shall be 
apportioned equally between the city and country unemployed? Yes, that is so. 

519. And unless otherwise ordered by the House, I suppose it is the plan that would still continue? 
Yes, it is a Ministeri,al order. 

520. By the Chai-rman.-You have to do with the roads throughout the Colony? Yes. 
521. Do you know of many roads that are constructed beyond settlement into Crown lands? I do not. 
522. Do you know of any roads that have been constructed to Crown lands and allowed to remain 

unused, so that the saplings have grown over them again? I have heard a remark of that kind, but I 
cannot speak with any authority in the matter. Nothing official has come before me. 

523. Has anything official come before you in regard to roads made to alienated lands which have 
been allowed to lapse into a state of nature again? No, but it may be so ·without my knowledge, which 
is confined to office documents. 

J1fr. 111acdonald said he had met a farmer who said he could get a number of neighbouring farmers to 
guarantee to take 20 men within 3 or 4 days. All the Government needed to do was to get them to 
Campania and give them a rabbit trap each. There was no need for them to take tents or anything of that 
kind, as the farmers would provide house accommodation and tucker, and in some cases they could take 
their wives and children. All the rabbits they got would be their own, the bodies being saleable if Mr 
Peacock started his rHbbit-preserving works again, and the skins as well. His informant said a great 
many farmers would be willing to take men on these terms. 'l'he man's name was Perkins, and he was a 
,farmer at Campania, but was at pres_ent in Hobart. 

THOMAS BUDGEON, called a.ncl examined. 

524. By the C!tair-man.-Wluit is your name? Thomas Buugcon. 
525. You have had a good deal of experience in managi11g tin mines? Yes ; I was one of the 

pioneers of the Blue Tier, and I sent out the first ton of 1in got there. 
526. You know the locality well? Yes, the whole of it. 

527. Do you know any other portion of the N orth-_Eastern 'fin . Mining District? Only about 
George's Bay. 

528. Do you know Ruby Flat? Yes. 
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529. You are aware of the object .of this Committee? Yes. 
530. Can you make any sugge_stion to the Committee by which men could be employed on the mines 

to any number, with some Government assistance given either directly or indirectly? Yes; I have a 
scheme, which I have written _out, and now produ9e. . . 

581. What is the capacity of the battery of tlie New Moon? It is capable of reclucing 200 tons per 
week . 

. 532. And what would it cost per week to work that battery? £60 10s. I calculated. 
533. And you base your estimate ~pon the present rate of wages paid at the Full Moon, from 7 s. 6d. 

to 8s. 4d. per day? Yes. · 
534. And £4 a week for a managing engineer ? Yes; 
535. What do you estimate would be the returns? The previous output there was about ¾ per cent. 

tin ore, which would be valued at about··£60 on the 1'ier . 

. 5:l6. Do you think there is any better stuff to be obtained? · Yes, hy · bringing up an open cutting 
along Haley's Creek 20 feet deeper than any ground hitherto worked there. From what I saw on the 
mine, I believe the stone underfoot of the old workings to be more defined and of better quality than any 
previously workecl. 

537. Are there any other mines bes.ides the New Moon which would pay to work? There are several 
others, such as the Cambria. 

538. Is that mine close to settlement? It is between Thomas's Plains and the Lower Junction. 
539. Is there a road ·to it? , Yes. 

540. Is there any machinery on it? No. The mine is proved by a shaft _and tunnel to a great depth ; 
there is a good body of stone there, giving a fair percentage of tin ore. 

541. Is that a mine on which it would pay to erect a reduction plant ? Yes, I firmly believe it would. 
542. Do you know the Anchor mine? Yes . 

. 543. Is that a mine that would give employment to many more men if they had a more powerful 
plant? Yes; it would give a lot of employment, ifthe company had the.means of putting a bigger plant 
on it and did away' with their present water-wheel and put up a Pelton wheel, which wonld give four 
times the power·with the same amount of water. , · . 

544. I see this proposal of yours would only give employment to 25 men to deal with the 200 tons a 
week? 26, with the ·manager. · 

545. And that is all that the present plant is capabl~ of doing? Yes. 
546. How many shifts would they work? The battery would work three shifts a day, but the men 

would only work one. · 

547. So even if the Government did take the matter up, they could only employ 26 to 27 men'! Only 
30 at the outside. · 

548. Is there much alluvial grouncl. on the Blue Tier? Yes; but unfortunately it is all held by 
various companies, and it is not good enough to let on tribute. 

549. If a man were free to go on to that land without having to pay tribute, do you think he would 
get enough tin to pay wages? Yes; there is a,_.,tery large scope for that if a man could go where he 
wished. · 

550. Do you think it would be beneficial if the labour clauses were enforcecl in these particular 
leases? Yes; in the alluvial ones. 

551. Wo_uld any injustice be·done to the owners? Yes; if the lode tin were taken away from them, 
but not if the alluvial were taken. In Victoria we have two forms of mining, alluvial and · lode, and one 
party might take up along the line of lode while others held the alluvial. 

552. What remedy would you propose that the labour clauses should be enforced, or that the law 
should be altered ? The law should be altered to conform to the Victorian law I mentioned, beca1ise many 
of these people have developed their lodes, and I do not think they want the alluvial at all. 

_553. Do they prevent men from going on their properties to work the alluvial? Yes; they _demand 
a tribute. · · · · 

554. Are there not a number of sections upon which men might go and get tin if they were allowed 
by the holders to do so? Yes ; there is a lot of country of that kind. The Lottah Company, for instance, 
possesses a large area of ground. 

555. The Lottah Company ·is a lode mine, I believe? Yes; that is the only part of it that is of any 
value to .the Company. 

556. Is there alluvial on it? Yes; all the little creeks and the hills contain alluviaL 
557. Can you give us any idea of the number of men that would be employed, supposing the present 

restrictions, in the shape of demands f01.· tribute, were removed? I should say about 200 men would find 
employment. 

558. Do you mean to say that 200 men besides those now working could find profitable employment 
if they were allowecl to enter freely on the ·mineral lands? Yes. 

559. Is that opinion based on your knowledge of the tin fields of the North East Coast? Yes .. 
560. Are there many ·unemployed at the Blue Tier now? About 20 or 30, at the outside. These 

men, too, you can hardly call unemployed, because they go fossicking, and get from half a bag to a bag _of, 
tin per week per man. 
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561. So it would not interfere seriously with the local unemployed if µien were sent there· from other 

places ? Not at all. . · · 

p62·. And it would not ~lter the local ~vages market ? No. 
563. You know Ruby Flat? Yes, but I have not been there for, many- years. 

564. When you were. working there was the price of tin good? No, very low, only about 9.~. 6d. 
per unit. It was the cause of the mine I was in not paying its way, and I advised the company to shut it 
up for a couple of years till tin rose, · 

.. .565. Is the field a large one 1 There is a yery large alluvial c9untry_ there. 
566. Is there not a difficulty in working that field owing to its being level country?_· It .is deeper 

ground than anything about the Tier, and requires heav3'. stripping. . · · 
567. Is there sufficient get~away for the tailings? ~ o ; 'it is a very flat country. 
568. By M-r. Brarlley.-Does the machinery now on the "New· Moon include a pumping plant? 

Oh, no. They have all the. mach,inery that is required. 
569. Tbe last returns from that mine, before they shut up, showed. three-fourths per cent. of tin ore? 

Yes, I think that was the-average percentage-throughout the workings. 
570. And your idea is that they could get about 20 feet deeper without pumping gear?' Yes, because 

they would bring up an open cutting. . • · . · • . · 
571. Have you good grounds for saying that the tin is richer at that extra depth? I have seen it 

everywhere it has been worked. . . : 
572. Is not that ground very patchy? It is far more defined underfoot than• on top. I attribute the 

crushings being so low largely to the fact that the ground was ·mixe4, There was no mullock7tip, and 
everything was put through the mill. 

573. Is there much of the deep ground exposed to give you gro~nds for being so hopeful? One shaft 
was put down near the northern boundary, and out of that they got two tons of tin. 

574. That would point to. the necessity of the company erecting pumping gear in the near future? 
There are two or three years' work in sight which will not require pumping gear; after that they would 
have to sink. 

575. Any way, you think this ri~her tin would warrant hands being put on at once? Yes; I have 
every reason to believe it will give from one to two per cent. of tin ore. 

576. Is this claim still in the hands of the company? 'rhe Bank has it, and it is not being worked 
now. 

577. I suppose it would be hopeless to put the unemployed on the· Ruby Flat country? Yes;' it is 
too flat, and the stripping is too heavy, and there is no get-away for the tailings. _ 

578. By 1l1r. 1liacdonald.-Do you know Mount Cameron? No; I do not know anything about it 
579. Can you suggest any means of forcing those c;ompanies who hold land and are not worki_ng it to 

either work it or allow others to do so? It would be a boon to any company to take away the portions of 
their land which is no good ·to them ; the lodes are all they require. 

580. Would y_ou advise the adoption of the Victorian system, that the surface alluvial be taken from 
them, and they be allowed to retain the lodes? Yes. 

581. And that would give employment to 200 men more? Yes, if the fields were open to any 
prospector. 

582. By llfr. Macdonald.-Do you know Mathinna? It is many years sjnce I was there. 
583. B:1/ tlte Chairman.~Are. there any other good shows for lode-mining at the Blue. Tier? Yes, 

such as the Cambria and the Liberator, the Puzzle, Beals &;Mills, Mt. Michael, and l\fasher, also No. 2 
New Moon. · 

584. Do you know. of any particular section where there is a fair show of alluvial? No, I cannot' 
point to any particular one. 

585. The most'iinportant· part of your·evicience is your statement that if these claims were thrown 
open so that miners could come.upon·them with Miners' Rights and mine for alluvial,.it w9uld give work, 
at a rough estimate, to 200 men, without depreciating the market price of labour? Yes, that is so. 

best. 

586. 
587. 
588. 
589. 

THOMAS MEATS, called and examined. 

By the Gliairman.-What is your name? Thomas Meat.s. 
What are yon ? I am a practical tin-miner. 
Do you know the tin mines· of· Tasmania· generally? Most of them. 
Are you particularly acquainted with one part more than another? 

'590. Ancl do you know the object of this Committee? Yes. 

I know Mount Cameron· 

591..Do you think 3·ou can suggest any 8cheme.by which we can help rrien to get to Mount Camerbn 
with a prospect of getting piofitable em.ployinent there? There is ground at· Mount Cameron available, 
but it will require an expenditure to enable it to be worked. It will- require·• 20 to 30 chains of boarded 
fluming to be made. 
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.· .. · 592. Do you knC>w the ground from your own experience?· I have n_ot prospe<;ited·it, but I know it 

isithere.. · 
593. Is it available?·. Yes; it is Government ground. 

· 594. Is it the reason that ground ·has not been worked. because there was no water, obtainable? There 
is .. ,pleJ?.ty of water, but there is.no tail-racing . 

595. The fluming you mention would be for a .tail-race 7, Yes. 
'596. And what employment do you think would be given? It would employ about 15 men 

~ltog~ther. If you made a good sized tail-race .you might open 2 or 3 faces, and run all. the stuff into one 
race. 

597. Would that fluming cost. very much? ·J suppose it would cost about.£70 or .£80. The timber 
would have to be carted from Boobyalla. 

598. Is there no timber handy? No, it would all have to be carted. There are. other places in that 
lo()aHtx which have not been prospected which might prove payable. · 

599. ·would the men employed require to have speuial experience? Not neces11arily, except for lode-, 
~ini,ng. 

600 .. So the greater part of the surface mining could be done by unskilled men? Yes, 
·601. Is there much unworked alluvial ground at the· Blue '.Dier? You cannot get· the' water to it 

"IY,~tl,i,out pumping. 
602. Is there rnueh alluvial ground held by lease where men could make·wages if they were allowed 

tQ g.9 on: it? There is the Lottah. Claim. 
· 603. Are men allowed to work the alluvial there? Not unless they pay: tribute. 

~04. Supposing they could go on without paying tribute.? I. believe in. that case they could do fairly 
well on• it. · 

· 605. Do you think there would be m·uch alluvial'ground' available supposing men had the right to go 
and mine upon it without any other expense than a miner's right? Yes. , 

606; · About the Blue Tier ? I· can only speak ·of· the Lottah claim. 
607. Do you think it would pay on that·claim if there was no tribute? Yes. 

· · 608.- ·Have you any idea of, how many men could find employment there? No. 
;609. On what system would you propose that the. Goverrime_nt sl,10uld pay the men whom tqey. put on 

the.l!md? I think they should.pay them so much a week while they are. getting the races p.ut in, and then 
by· results when they begin winning -mineral. 

610. Do you know of any district where you could recommend that plan being carried out? No ; all 
the Mount Cameron dist1•ict is ·broken up and being worked. 

·: 6ll. Do you know the West Coast ? No. 
612. Do you know Cox's Bight ? Yes ; but there is no room for men there; they could not possibly 

make wages. It inight be a goQd plan to get the ·unemployed to cut-tracks through the country . 
.. 613. By. M1·. Bradley.-1 suppose. you kl).ow that most of the compa~ies thathave tried to develop 

the tin lodes have lost money?; Yes. . . 
. 614. About the·· Blue· Tier in: particular? Yes.;. I don't t~ink it would, he of a,py qenefit. to t~e 

Government to take up any of these claims. It would be too expensive. 
. 615. As far as I know the ore is to<;>.poor.to work.? Yes. 

616., By Mr. Macdonald.,...,..,Would not ,the· extension C>f the race from Edina Hilttend to,,develop• 
tin mining in a fresh portion ·of the country altogether? Yes;. if the water,,was, brought;tQ -the other. side 
of, tl1.e, aingarooma River it would, tend to ,op.en up, gro,1p1d which. cannot be. worked .n.ow. for want of 
w,ater. · · 

617. As Mr. Ogilvie is bringing water there himself, would you suggest.that:the. work,:he:done ?·. No .. 
• 

BENJAM'I:N DYER, called·and examined. 

· 618; By the Cliairman,-Wha.t is youv name?. Benja,min-I)yer. 
619. W-hat are you? I am a builder and ·contractor. 
620. You were formerly mining, I believe? Yes. 
621.. Whereabouts? At Mt. Horror.· 

62~- Do you know-of any mineral country.there, that is-not taken up, tha,t wquld give p1·ospe<;:ts of 
gQld or tin? There is a large tract of tin_ and gold-bearing country there, !l,nd I don't think anyon~ is
occupying it at present. 

6~3. Do you know the ground? Yes; I have worked on it. 
624. Does it .give-gqod prospects? Th.ere was a good bit of gol~ got,there in patches, but. th!l avel"l!ge 

was :what miners call "tucker-ground." 
625. Would there be any difficulty in working it? No, it is a fine open country. 
626. Is there any necessity for ·constructing a 'race at a high level? Yes, I think a race would have 

to be brought in in order to make the ground workable. . 
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627. Would that be a very costly undertaking? It is 6 or 7 years since I ,;as there, but to the best 

of my recollection the water would only have to be brought about 3 mileA, and it could be done for £100 
a mile. There is plenty of water available from the Boobyalla River and other streams. 

628. And would this water open up a large area of country ? Yes, some hundreds of acres. 
629. So far as you prospected the ground, do you think if such a race we.re cut employment could be 

found for 100 men? I think 50 men could be employed to start with. · 
630. I don't mean in making the race? No; I mean in mining. 
631. Do you think these men would earn fair wages? I think so, if they had the water,· from my 

experience of. the place. 
632. Is there any other mineral besides gold there? Tin is mixed up with the gold. 
633. In payable quantities? Not sufficiently to make tin mining alone payable ; you would have to 

save both the gold and tin. 
634: Is_ there any difficulty in getting to this place? No, not now; there is an easy road to it all the 

way, winch 1s about 7 or 8 miles from Branxholm. 
635. Is the only reason the land was not taken up privately because there was not sufficient water? I 

ca~not say about that. The reason I did not take up any land there was because the place had been pro
claimed a goldfield, and there was no provision for lrasing 10 acres-the area I wanted-on a goldfield. 

636. Are you acquainted with any similar mineral areas? No, not that men could be put on with 
advantage. · 

637. By llfr. Bradley.-You say it is about seven years since you were there? Yes; and the land 
was only available in small quarter-acre sections. 

638. Was there ever any extensive practical test made as to what return of gold might be expected 
from that ground? I am informed that the original prospector took out about 184 ounces of gold, and 
~hut that caused the msh there. I feel satisfied that a man with a dish could get I dwt. of gold a day out 
of the flats. 

639. Have th~ flats been prospected much? Yes ; I put down a lot of holes on them myself. 
640. '1.'he field was n_ot worked extensively afterwards, was it? No. 
641. Because there was not enough water? No; the ground would just barely pay tucker, though 

there was always the chance of coming on one of these rich pot-holes. 'l'here were 20 ounces of gold 
taken out of a place about as big as your table and about 4 feet deep. · 

642. By JJb·. Jtiacdonald.-Would you take up a 10-acre section on this field if watei· were available? 
Yes,_ certainly; I would not have the least objection. 

643. You would have to pay for the water? Of course, at so much, per head. 
_ 644. By i'J!r. Woollnougli.-W ould the 50 men you m_entioneJ. be working on their own sections? 

No;. under a director or superintendent. 
645. Assuming the water is there, do you think these 50 men could make wages ? I think so ; i 

would recommend that they got a small wage, and then a royalty on the mineral won. 
· 646. Do you think these 50 men would be employed for any length of time? It would be impossible 

to say, as you cannot tell what is in the ground. I believe it is poor ground, but if systematically worked 
aJJ.d the whole of the ground put through by hydraulic treatment, I think it would bring in a goQd 
return. 

647. By tlte O!tairrnan.-Do you think the pros1rncting you have done would be sufficient to warrant 
you in spending £300 or £400 on a head race to bring water in? I would not incur that expenditure 
without making further tests on the ground. It could be very easily tested. · 

648. Assuming that the ground is tested further, and.this expenditure on the head race is thou
1
rrht to 

be justifiable, you would propose to pay the· men Government wages and half by results? Yes; don't 
think it would be satisfactory otherwise. 

649. You say a man c~uld get about I dwt. of gold a day? Yes, with a dish, but sluicing is very 
far in advance of that. 

650. You think by sluicing more gold would be won? Yes; you could get over more ground. 
651. Have you any further suggestions to make to the Committee? There is plenty of good agricul

tural land available in the country if roads or trams were made to it, and I think the Government might 
put men on to clear it and then lease it out. In the Huon district alone I know of a large area of good 
land. 

652. Do you think the land would be leased under those conditions? Yes, under a 99 years' l~ase. 
653. By Mr. Woollnough.-Supposing roads were first made to tfiese areas of good land, and a 

higher price charged for the land, to include the cost of roadmaking, do you think people would be 
inclined to take it up ? Instead of sellino· the land, I think it would be better for the Government to 
~~ b . 

654. Would not there be a risk, after the Government had made the roads, that the selectors 
would not come forward to take up the land? Yes, to a certain extent, but you could begin on a small 
scale. 
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FREDERICK WILLIAM HORTIN, called and examined. 

655. By t!te Chairman.-What is your r.ame? Frederick Wm. Hortin. 

656. You have had charge of mines ? Yes, this last 20 ye~rs. 
657. Yon know the object of this Committee? Yes. · 

· 658. Have you any suggestions to make in regard to putting men on the mines which you think 
would be of value to the Committee? There is a tract of country in the vicinity of Mt. Horror, heading 
towards South Mt. Cameron, where men could be employed winning minerals. · 

• 6!>9,_ What kind of minerals? Gold is the. principal miner~! in that particular place, but is associated 
with tm m many cases. 

660. Is it in payable quantities? I have not tested, the land personally, but from information I have 
received I am led to believe it is. 

661. Do yon think it would be sufficient to pay men wages? Yes, if men were employed that would 
do justice to the work. . • , 

662. Would it not be necessary to construct a water-race to that land? Yes, I believe the absence of 
water is one of the reasons why the ground has not been worked. 

663. Supposing water was brought on to the ground, how many men do you think it would employ? 
If, the ground was opened by an ordinary ground-sluice, I think it would employ about 60 or 80 men; 
probably more later on when further faces are opened. 

664. You suggest in your communication to the Committee that an expert be sent to the spot to see 
the wash taken out and tested, and to investi~ate the probability of the ground being worked on a large 
scale? Yes, by the hydraulic system, but that is a larger scheme than the one I am now sugge:;ting. The 
ground-sluicing would test the ground, and would cost very little to carry out. 

665. Assuming the ground proved to be payHble, or nearly so, you think men could be employed there 
without much risk to the Government? Yes; I think they could be employed there partly by wages and 
partly by results. I would suggest that the men be paid 3s. per day wages and half the . value of the 
minerals they won. Snpposing, for illustratiDn, a body of 10 men were put on at 3.~. a day, with an 
overseer at tis. per day, and tbey won 48s. worth of gold or tin, or both together, per day, half the value 
of this when divided, 2s. per man and 4s. for tbe ovel':::eer per day, would make their wages 5.~. a day for 
each man and 10.~. a day for the over;;;eer. The loss to the Government would be then 12s. a day; but if 
tlie product of their labour was higher, the :oss would be less in 'proportion. The men would thus be 
induced to w0t·k, as they would have something to look forwar<l. to, and in my opinion the Government 
would not have to pay anythiug, as the concern would be self'..supporting. , 

666. You think, then, that the men would be able to procure more mineral than would be required to 
pay them? Yes, judging from the information I received from parties who have tested the ground. I 
fully believe each man would procure over 5J. worth per day. ' 

667. How would you propose to recoup the Government for their outlay in constructing- the watcr
race? My view would be to do the same ::.s would be done in a private enterprise, to take it out of the 
profits when they become large enough. 

668. You don't indicate that there will he a very large profit? There have been some nice patclies 
taken out of that field, and the Government may get same of them. 

669. But there will be a certain amount of risk? There is al ways a certain amount of risk in taking 
up mining ground ; but if you sent a practical man to the ground to test it, I don't think m.uch risk would 
be run. I .received my i11forrnatio11 about the field from two very reliable men, Mr. Dyer and 
Renison Bell. 

670. Do you think the ground is good rnough to wan·ant us in sending the Government Geological 
Surveyor to report upon it? Yes. The ground is easy of aceess, and he would only want a couple of men 
to bottom some holes, and let him try_ the wash for himself. I understand tbe lead is of pretty good length 
and very fair width, and apart from that thel'e is a larger area of ground carrying gold, where Mr._Renison 
Bell prospected some time ago. 

671. W oul<l the water-race command fiat other countrv? Yes. You would tap the Boobyalla -River, 
which, I am told, is a pretty big stream. • 

672. Do yott think men would be found willing to accept these conditions? That I <lo not know. Of 
course, when they went there to <lo the dead-work they would not· be getting gold or tin for a certain time, 
and they would he handicapped at 18s. a week; but if they were advanced a sum for that time it could be 
d~ductecl later on. 

673. B.IJ Jlfr. Bmdley.-l'his land has been open for some years, I believe? Ye~. · 

674. And, so far as you know, no part'.es have availed themselves of it : what is the reason of that? 
I believe the only thing that has prevented people from working the land is the outlay neees,mry to bring 
water to it. 

675. So far as·you know, it would not pay for ground-sluicing without a race? You conld not com
mand it without a race. The race would Oiily need to be two or three miles long, wliicJi would not be a 
heavy item in ~ueh country. · 

6i6. By ilfr. Jl!lru:clonald.-Have you any personal knowledge of the country. Ouly from having 
been across the cotmtry there some two years since. 

677. By tliP- C!tairma.n.-Do yon know of any other mining· districts where there is a prospect of men 
finding work? No, I cannot Ray I do. I know places, but they require money to be lair! out, an<l. I 
would not recommend them to the Government. 
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678. Would you, as a practical man, be willirig to take charge of a party under the terms you proposed? 

Yes ; if J saw there was gold enough. 
679. Supposing there was gold enough to enable the men's wages to amount to 5s. a day, and the 

overseer's to IOs. or Us.? Yes; if I saw the ground tested I would ·be quite willing take a party. 
680. By 111r. TVoollnough.-Is there not a large area of.good agricultural land near Victoria, on the 

Huon? I have been about six miles at the back of Franklin, and there is a large val]ey of likely looking 
country there; that is all I can say. 

681. By the Cltai1·man;-Do you know the Blue Tier at all? Yes. 
682. Is not nearly all the land there held under lease ? Yes. 
683. Do you know of any ,alluvial land which would .pay men wages if they were allowed access to it 

without paying tribute? Yes, if they were ordinary practical men, but the class of labour you have in the· 
cities would not be suitable. Probably there are large areas of land where parties of two or three could 
go and squat in if they had all the tiff to themselves. 

684. Do you know the Lottah ground? Yes. 
685. Is there any alluvial there? There are not many gullies on the Lottah which ,rnuld employ 

many men. 
686. What, in your opinion as a practical man, would be the effect of enforcing the labour regulations 

generally? I do not think any good. would be done by it, or that it would be an advisable thing to do. 
687. Granting that injustice was done in some cases, would not the general effect be to give employ

ment to many now seeking it? It would not· have much effect unless all the land was forfeited that is 
not now being worked. 

688. Would not a good many companies comply with the regulations? They would try, of course. 
689. By :111·. Bmdley.__:__Do you think it would be better for the Government to have the Act :iltercd, 

to separate the alluvial from the lode mining, and thus leave the alluvial open under miner's rights? I 
think it would be a judicious plan. 

690. That would do away at once with tribute? Yes; but then you would have to compel the lease
holders to work a certain number of men to keep within the labour clauses? 

691. If the Government put the screw on.in regard to the labour clauses would there not be a danger 
of many holders of sections throwing tip their leases? Yes, there would. . 

692. Rather than that you would like to see the Act altere<l. in the way indicated? Yes; it would be 
a far better plan than compelling them to give up their leases, which they would do in many cases. 

The Committee then adjourned. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 19, 1894. 

ROBERT SYDNEY MILLES, called and examined. 

693. By the Chainnan.-What is your name? Robert Sydney Milles. 
6!::l4. What are you? I am City Engineer and City Surveyor. 
695. Have you had any experience·on the Blue Tier? Yes, I was there about 18 months. 
696. ·were you managing a ·mine? Yes, the Full Moon Company. I was also connected with the· 

Anchor mine afterwards. 
697. Do you know the district? Yes; I know the whol~ of the country very well. 
698. Do you know the object this Committee have in view? Yes. 
699. Can you make any sugg·estions in regard to men being employed-at the Bllie Tier, eithe1··by the 

Government or through Government assistance? Well, I cannot say that I coul<l. .mention anything· 
definite that would be sure of Buccess, because the su~ject is fraught with so many difficulties. 'rhere are· 
a certain number of men there that can hardly get a living now, and if other men were brought into the· 
district they would compete with them. I take it that the alluvial is the only thing you could put men on 
up there, and the price of tin is so low that it would not pay to work that at present. 

700. Is there much alluvial ground on the land there that is leased from the Government? It is only 
in patches, and there is no great extent there that is 11ot now being worked. 

701. If men -were allowed to enter upon all lcnseholds to work the alluvial, would there be payable 
work for any large number of men? I don't think it would employ a large number, and these men would. 
have to be, to a certain extent, practical miners. You could not send the men out of the towns there. . 

702. We are not dealing with the question as regards the towns alone? If the men had a kno.wledge 
of alluvial mining you might find places here and there where they could be employed. 

703. Do you kn.ow the New Moon lode ? Yes. 
704. Is that formation of a character which would give payable employment tu a large nnmber of men· 

if machinery was put on 1t? If you put a fair sized battery on that claim I don't think you could give 
employment to more than about 80 men altogether, a.nd most of them would have to be real miners. . 

705. Are the prospects _of that mine good en_ough in your opinion to justify the erection of such a plant 
as you have spoken of? It has been proved from the stone put through to be one of the best mines in the 
district; it gives about I} per cent. of tin ore all through, but it must be worked on a large scale ; it 
would not pay to tackle it on a small scale again. 
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706. l)o you know that that mine was worked wi'th restilts that very riearly paid expenses? It jusr.. · 
paid expenses; but then it was worked on a very small scale. 

707. Do yoi1 know the number of men it gave· employment. to? 1 think somewhere about 25 or 30. 

708. So you think if the work were proceeded with it would give employment td aboti.t 25 or 30 men 
without ~.ctual loss ? I wo_uld not ve~tm:e to say that with regard to fy['Gough's. ~ection, but as t~. the N e~v .. 
Moon I rnel perfectly certam that a fmr-s1zed plant would pay more than expenses. 'l'he old Full Mo'?~ 
was the original claim and was worked by ;:hree different cuinpanies. The sm.all plant put np in 1ny ti~·e: 
was on what is now the New Moon, and it just paid expenses. Then M'Gough had a small plant put up~· 
but the result of that I cannot say. 'l'he big plant they intended to put on the New Moon has never been 
completed. 

709. · You think that if the mine was managed economically and a sufficient-sized plant erected, there
would be very little risk of any loss? Yes ; there would be very little risk. · 

710. And employment could be found for 80 men or more according to the size of the plant? Yes. 
71 l. Has the g1·ound been prosperted to any depth ? 'l'here is stone, enough in sight to keep the

battery going for the best part of 2 years. 

712. Do you mean a 100-head battery·? No, about a 70-head one. 

713. Has the gl'Ound been tried to any depth? It has been proved that there is a large body of stone· 
to 40 feet down. 

714. 1s the ore at that depth as rich as at the surface? There is some stone at the bottom of·the
prospecting shaft which is the richest they have got on the mine, but it is in such a position that they· 
cannot get it out. 

715. Anyway you are of opinion that there is ground there which will give employment to a large-
number of men? Yes. . • ' 

716. Do you know anything of the Mount Cameron District? I was there during the laying out oC 
the Mount Cameron "Yater-race. 

717. I would like to ask you while you are here if you think the scheme of the Metropolitan 
Dminage Board would be a justifiable work to proceed with? It would be so from·a sanitary point of view, 
no doubt, but the financial aspect of the question would have to be definitely settled. 

718. Is the Corporation now doing- any work which would be practically useless if this scheme is . 
carried out? We are working in some instances in the dark. There is a certain amount of work which 
has "to be carried out in small drainage matters, but we are trying to do it with as little risk of its not being 
utilised as we possibly can. · 

719. Are there any ·works in connection with the Corporation that you suggest as being of benefit to-, 
the citizens? The chief works I know of would be Bath and Quayle streets; the greater part of Otll' work 
inside the city is mason's work. 

720. Will the land now being reclaime1:l at the back of the slaughter-yards be Co1·poration property· 
when reclaimed? I am not in a position to say. Vario11s suggestions have been made as to what to do 
with it. . 

721. Have not the Corporation gone to the expense of rer.laiming it? Yes. We have always one· 
man, sometimes two, looking after the tipping, and that is a-permanent expense to the city. 

722. What is the area of that land? About two acres or more. 
723. Do you believe if work was founrl filling in that place do you think it would be paid fur by the 

additional value given to the land? That all depends upon what it is proposed to put on the land when it. 
is filled in. No doubt the sooner it is filled in the sooner a return will be got from it, as it will then be very 
valuable. It might be filled in very soon ifthe work was started straight off. 

724. Do you think if men were put on the result would pay for men's labour? If the Corporation 
had it I think they would soon get the value back again. 

725. If the Government gave that land to the Corporation when they reclaimed it, do you think it i::a-. 
a work that might be justly undertaken to give employment? Yes. 

726. W oulcl not that work largely employ unskilled labour? Yet?, 
7-27. Would the situation of the ground make it useful to the Railway Department or the Marine .. 

Board? Yes, it could be used jointly by them, or independently. I have been looking out for a block of 
ground to 1i1ake a general depot for the Corporation and Waterworks, and have had an eye to this place· 
amongst others. 

728. Have you any idea of how much the Corporation have spent on that· place? The ·wo;.k of· 
piling has been done by the Marine Board. . . · · • 

729. By iVfr. Bradley.-Are there two sets of machinery on the New Moon? Y cs, one working 
recently on ii'Gough's section, and one not complete on the New Moon. 

730, How many heads of stampers are there there? I believe the battery on the New Moon was -
intended for 30 heads. The battery on M.'Gough's is a 15-head one. 

731. Is there any pumping gear there at present? No. 
732. You think that mine would pay handsomely if a larger plant was put up there? Yes. 

733. Not less than 70 heads? Yes. 

734. Would not that necessitate pumping gear? They would not want pumping gear for some time -
to come, not until they worked below the prese.nt level. 
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735. Have. you any idea. of what that plant would cost? Using the old plant, I don't think you 
could put it up under £6000 or £8000 . 

. 736 .. And how many men -would it empl9y at remunerative wages? Somewhere about 80 • 
. 737 .. I understand you .to say that the old mine was only .proved to the depth of· 40 feet? There are 

,two pieces .of ground there~, The old Company, after the alluvial w_as taken away, sunk two shafts to test 
tb,e lode,.bnt they were abandoned.as the money ran out. Then what was called the Full Moon Company 
was started, and put up a small prospecti~g plant, and ran .through some 2000 tons in different parts of the 

,stock.work .lower down, and tha~ proved to contain about .l~ p!)r cent. of tin ore. The stockwO!'k is in a 
different place from .the two old prospecting shafts, being in a fork of two creeks coming together, and is a 
•big block of land some 4 chains by 7, carrying tin, and the deepe~t · place i~ about 26 f~et deep. In the 
-c~tr,e a 40-feet shaft_ was sunk. _We cn.n command about the 20-/eet level wi'thout pumpmg gear. 

738. According to the present prospects,. do you think the Government would be justified in putting 
·up a plant there? Yes. Of course, tin is low just now, bttt there is ~very prospect of its rising, which 
·would make a great diffe1;ence in' the retitrns. · · 

739. With regard to the underground drainage of the city, do you think it would be better for the city 
,to dissever its connection with the 011tside Boards ? If the suburbs can bear the cost I think it would be 
,'better for them to join in; but if the city were to undertake the drainage in the first• instance, the scheme 
·would have to be desi~ned so as to be extended to the subu1·bs at some future time.· 

740. Do you think it would cost much more than the present sanitary system ? I think it woulrl cost 
·,more, but not very mucl1, except during the construction. 

741. You think this •would be a beneficial. wm·k to cany out, both as a Sdnitary work and as a· means 
-of supplying employment? Yes, I certainly do. 

·. 742. By .Mr. Jv.facdonald.--,-How long-is it since you were at the Blue Tier? I visited it on. three 
-occasions about four years ago since I left permanently, · · 

·: · 743. You would not know what has been done in the way oCprosj,ecting for alluvial tin during those, 
·four years ? No. · 

744. ·But from Y?ur previous knowledge of the field would you reco_mmend the Govemment, or any 
-Company, ~o spend £8000 to put up a large plant there? Yes, on the mme I named. 

745. Can you suggest why this £8000 has not ilready been found by capitalists to work that mine 
•if the prospects are so hopeful?:· So many of these companies· have failed from want of capital at the 
beginning that I suppose they have been discouraged. · _ 

746. Do you know if there is a better system of·tin mining than that now .in existence on the East 
Coast? Very great improvements have been madi, during the last few years. There is a great question 

·as ·to the best class of machinery to treat the stone at the New :M" oon .. It is a very friable stone,and to 
my rninJ we have not gone quite in the right direction in regard to the plant. 

747. As a matter of fact, the present plant might be useless from a modern point of view? A portion 
, of it might be used or adopted. · ·, · . · ' . 

748. Is the Pelto~ system in existence there? It is only used or{ a small scale. There is a small 
Pelton wheel at the Anchor mine for driving the machinery, and one at Cream Creek. The New :M:oon 
,mine is on,the top of a hill, and it is not possible to get hydraulic·pressure up there. Of course they could 
·get electric power. 

7-i9. By 1lfr. lVoollnough.-Would not a 7'0-head battery require.a larger. st1pply of water than t~iere 
·.is at present? Yes. 

.. 750. Have you an idea of what that extra water would cost? There is no actual estimate made at 
_p~esent of what it would· cost to .bring in water on a large scale. 

751. Would it be possible to bring it in at a-higher level than the mine? No, you could not do that; 
there is a large rnnge of hills above the Blue Tier from which the water could be collected and brought 

-down the water-shed and transmitted back to the mine in the form of electricity. 

·752. Can you give us any idea of the time that is likely to elapse before any work could be gone on 
with, such as the unemployed could be utiliseq .upon, in regard to the Metropolitan Drainage Scheme? 
The matter of the disposal of the sewage has to be first settled, and it would take some considerable r.ime 

.-after that to make the plans ready foi· the contract, as a good deal of the work would be done by contract. 
753. How loµg will it be qetore the preliminary work is settled? It will take about three months, 

· ~nd then the question of the bes_t metho_d of ·disposing of the sewage has to be settled ; that is bound to 
rake up a considerable time ; you could put six months clown as the shortest time in which it would be 
vossible to make a start. . 

754.. By th_e O/w.frinan.-Whatever scheme is adopted, the calculations would be practically the 
.. same? There are a number of points which would involve technical discussion amongst practical men 
,befora they could pos::>ibly' be settled. · 

MALCOLM KENNEDY, called and examined. 

i55. By t!te C!tairman.-What is your name? ~Ialcolm Kenn~dy. 
756. You are connected with silver ore smelting works? Yes. 

· 757. Are your works at present employed? Yes, we are working now . 

.1158. Are you employing many men 7 I suppose we are employing about 16 hands just now. 
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759; Is that the full capacity of your plant just now? We 'have to roast the ore' before we can smelt
it in the water-jacket. When we smelt with the' water-jacket we employ about 30 or 40 hands, and ours ii.. 
only a small plant. 

760. What is the reason you are not kept in full work? It all depends on our purchasing powers. 
The foreign buyers are able to smelt the stuff a little bit cheaper than we can, and can afford to pay a· little' 
more for it, though for some ores we are able to pay the same amount as they can. 

761. The ore you smelt you p·urchase ~ Yes. , 
762. ~.And the _re~son you are not fully employed is owing to the co1'npetition of the foreign buyera,'!· 

Yes, that 1s the prmc1pal cause. Our works are very small, and, with the full complement of men on,. 
about 40, we would not smdt more than about 40 or 50 tons a week. 

763. Wl1at amount of employment would that give? One ton of ore employs about one man. 
764. Supposing that all the ore raised in the Colony was smelted locally, ·what amount of employme~t-. 

would it give? I dare say that ifit were smelted on a larg-e scale it would employ four men for.every mx 
tons. Inc_luding getting the flux and limestone, and shipping, and so on, I suppose it would emplo:· one• 
man for every ton of ore that goes out of the Colony now. . . . 

765. Do you know the quantity of ore exported now? .About 2400 tons a month. 
, 766. flnd if that was smelted in Tasmania it would give employment to 2400 men? Yes, directly or: 

jndirectly, I believe it ,vould. · ·' 
_767. Can you make 'any suggestions by which the smelting of the ore in the colony might be

encouraged? The only thing· I can think c,f is by establishing large works: If we could smelt 100 tons a 
day, we could compete with the Germans, who are the principal buyers at present, and the only way to do, 
that is to give a bonus on the ore smelted in the colony, and allow differential railway rates ,until .the work 
is established. , 

768. Would vou recommend that the Government erect smeltin(J' works? The German Government 
have smelting wo;.ks at Freiberg, but I don't know whether it w~uld be a good thing for"a colonial 
Government to enter into. If they only give encoura(J'ement to local enterprise there will be enough only 
too glad to enter into it. Smelting works have been st~rted on the Zeehan and Dundas fields no;,,v, and it 
only wants more roasting fumaces to enable them to treat all these sulphide ores. - . 

769. Is there any additional advantage in smelting the ore here? It saves about :t5 per cent. of' 
freight. 

770. Is the bullion and the ore taken to Europe at the same price?. Bullion could be taken· much 
cheaper than ore. . . . , 

771. Do you think, then, that smelting as an industry deserves the encouragement of the Government, .. 
with a view of benefiting· the Colony, as well as g-iving employment? Yes, we are sending aw~y aho?t-
2400 tons of ore per month, and if that were smelted in the colony we would be paying £3000 away m 
wages at the very least. · · 

772. Is that a class of work which requires skilled labour? Out of the 40 men we employ you 
would not want more than 5 skilled men, because most of the work is only wheeling and dragging. We-
take any labour that comes into the place, and we break them in in one shift. . · 

773. Your plant has . been shut dowr:. for a considerable time? Yes, during the last four years we· 
have not worked four months in every nine. 

774: Under 'different circumstances y:>n could have kept 40 men employed during the last eight 
months ? Yes. · · , · 

775. And during that time there was a great deal of ore being exported? Yes. 
776. Can. you make any suggestions to the Committee in reg~rd to finding employment for a large 

number of men in this particular industry? I cannot say. The· labour we use is mostly unskilled labour,. 
and we could find plenty of employment ifwe had the capital. 

777. Of course, you as an owner of a amelting plant, would be in favour of the Government giving a 
subsidy? Yes ; but we don't care whether we get it or not. A little assistance would enable us to keep, 
two or three skilled men about us. We have no skilled men at pre~ent but my brother, and he has to go• 
and brty the ore. , 

778. Do you know anything of the Zeehan and Dundas plant? There are ~wo 60-ton furna.ce~~
They were fitting up the second one when I was there. 

779. What is the size of yours? It is only about a 12-ton per day one ; but it all depends on ~be 
class of ore. It will not do more than eight tons a day with some or_es, and ,::onsiderably more with 
others . 

. 780. By .L11r. B1·adley.--Your idea is the Goverment should give a small bonus on th~·ore, smel_ted in, 
the colony-? Yes. Colonel North has erected the smelting works on the coast that were Just menti_oned, 
and I am sure it would hurry him up if he knew that the colony would 'give a bonus .• I helieve 1f_~he 
Silver Queen Company knew they could get a little help from the Government they would put up smeltmg 
works at once. · · · · 

781. You reckon that a man per ton of ore could be employed if smelting :was done in the-Colony'! 
Yes; it takes from 30s. to £2 per ton monEy value to smelt a ton of ore; sci it would employ a man. peir· 
ton, I am ·sure. · 

782 . .And besides that it would save the proprietors of mines the profits of smelting it? There is not 
a gre~t d~al of profit in smelting. It takes nearly all the money you pay for the ore for one week to-
smelt 1t-1t all_ depends on what yoµ save out of it. 
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783. We actually lose by exporting this ore? Yes; we lose. the work of 2000 men, and any 
:;profit lhat is made in smelting it. 'l'he wear and tear of the smelting ,furnaces is very great; and, in fact, 
-a furnace like one of those ai Zeehan would keep a emall foundry going. 

784. By 11:lr. 11'(acdo11ald.-What is the reason·that private enterprise in Tasmania has·not gone to 
the necessary outlay_to meet outi;ide competition in smelting? . \Vhen we started this _smelting business we 
sent circulars to the different mining <;:ompanies, askin~ if they would support us, and seven out of every 

· ten replied that they would be only too glad to do so. Unfortunately they have never g-iven us very much 
._ assistance, and I dare i;iay that stopped other people from going into the business. 1 f the different com
·panies would get their ore smelted here, even if they got within 15 ·per cent. of the returns they got from 
Germany, there would be large ·works established. ·There are five buyers ,now on the West Coast buying 
for foreign smelting works, and we have to put up with that competition. If we only had to compete 

,against Dry Creek, in South Australia, we would have smelting works five times as big as we have now. 
W~ are not afraid of Australian competition, but of the foreign competitio11. 

785 .. Won Id you be afraid of for~ign_ competitiqn if you had a plant capable of treating 100 tons of 
ore a day? No, certainly _not, • 

786. What is the real reason that has prevented you from putting up larger works? Well, we are 
cautious people, and we like to go along gradually and let the thing work itself up. vVe would not stop 
.in the business if we cou)d not see a pl'ofit in it, but we do not want to rush into too large works. We 
<believe thei·e will be plenty of ore. ·one of my brothers is on the West Coast now, and he b_elieves that 
if we had a place 10 times as large there would be work for us. 

, 787. By 1lfr. JVoollnou.!Jh.-:-:-If a 
0

large capital was invested in yo~r business would it enable you to 
•CO!ppete with foreign buyers? Yes.. . . 

788. And it would enabl!l you to employ more skilled labour? Yes. 
789. Would that enable you to ei11ploy a correspondingly larger amount of unskilled labour'? Yes. 

The only skilled labour at our works is my brother, and he has to buy the ore as well. VVhen he buys 
,sufficient ore he comes up to town and smelts it. With a larger establishment we could employ a skilled 
man to carry on the work while my brother bought the ore. ,v e would thus be able to keep the smelting 

,-going on constantly, say for the outlay of another· £250. · 
790. ·what plant would yoil require to enable you to compete with the foreign smelters'! We would 

. have to put up a new plant altogether, capable of smelting 80 or 100 tons per day. 
79L Bu M1·. Bmdley.-Woul<l. you put that plant on the West Coast or at Hobart? -I cannot ~ay; 

we would have to be guided-by circumstances. · 
792. By tlte Glwirman.-Do you think that if the Govemment were to pnt an export bonus OH 

·:bullion it would encourage the establishment of larger wor]{s at ouce? Ye£> . 
793. Do you think the bonus would need to be permanent? No, I don't think it would at all. 
794. Would such a· bonus for·2 or 3 ye~rs be sufficient to in<l.uce the establishment of lar1{e works? 

Yes, I think so. It would cause a larger amou11t of skilled labour to be available, for one thine-, which 
·,vould be a great benefit to employers. There was one matt"er which came _into m,v mind which 'r would 
like to mention to the Comn1ittee, and that was in connection with slipping· foreign whale!'s. 'l'he Victorian 
Government allow these whalers the use of the Gravin~~ Dock free of all charges, except for the actual 
labour in slipping imd launching. We coulu easily do the same thing h!]re, and thus bring a lot of vessPls 
to the port, as it would suit them much Letter than Melbourne. 

795. W·hy not our own whalers too? Yes; there _is no ~·easo11 why they _should not have the :.-arne 
facilities. When that Norwegian whaler went into Melbourne a short time ago, I believe if"a telegram 
•had been sent saying that _she could b_e slipped here free, she would lrnve come here,-:-in fact she is on the 

-coast now. 

ALFR~_D MAULT, called and examined. 

796. B.IJ tlte Gltairman.-W hat is your .name? Al free! l\Iault. 
797. What are yon? I wa,; Eng:neer of the Metropolitan Drainage Board and am Inspecting 

Engineer of the Central Board of Health. · · -
·798. Some of the Committee iu'e of opinion that by hastening the work under the DrainagG Boar:1 

SQme relief might be given to the unemployed ; would it be pos,-rble to so hasten the work that some of it 
mfght be gone on with at ·an early date ·t A commencenient mig"J1t be. made within one month of work that 
w'ould cost £6000; At present_ the Metropolitan Drainage Board is acting under what it corisiciers, and what 
I believe Parliament considers, as a preliminary Act; it is empowered to make surveys and prepare plans, 
but it is not empowered to cany out works ; Qnd con!;,eq\iently, if you wished to ca_rry out the works you 

-,:vould hav·e _immediuJ.ely to pass either the main Act or some mo.difica(ion of it. There has been some 
quef?tiop in the Bo_ard as to the disp9sal of tqe sewage, but the £6000 ,,;m;th 9

1
f w01:k to which I have 

referred dqes ~ot trench upop tli~t al: 'all. Wh:;ttev:er systein is adopted ul~iina:fely for· the dispo~al of .the 
. sewage, this particular work would have to be done, and done precisely in the same ·manner . 

79~. ~hat charact.~r.of 1vork-is it ~hat )"OU refer to?. 'l'he outfall ":or){_:. the portion of the main 
drain which wqu~d pi,<;:]~ ,4,P :th!l dr:~inage from the Hoba·rt Rivulet Basi11, th'.e basi~ t<;> the south of ir, and 

·the Park-street Rivulei Basin. The ,1·hole of .the survey ·is coi-nple'te fo about "f:udar up as the Theatre, and 
--the whole of the :work in the district from the Theatre to Macquarie Point could be immediateh· commenced. 
·1.'he :01i°lj1 IDateri~l winit~~1.· would he "the detailed worki:iig plans, and they corilcl be prepared -ivithin 'the time 
,necessary for pa'ssirig .the :A.et of Parliament. I take it that that Act could be pas_:ied within six weeks 
.from now, and if I commenced at once I could be ready to start work as sob"n as i't was agreed to. 
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800. Would there not be a danger of your plans being altered by some expert whose advice might 
· be called in afterwards? Of course, I cannot answer that. vVithout blowing my o,wn trumpet, I may say 
that I do not know any expert whose opinion I would take in preference to my own. 

801. Do you consider this work ~oulcl be beneficial to Hobart? · It is absol11tely necessary from 
.a sanitary point of view, and besides that it is about the most economical thing the _:Il:obart people could go 
in for. 

802. ]\:fr. H~qry Dobson has tt'.ritten to the Committee, giving us some figures to prove that under 
this drainage scheme the taxation of the ratepayers would not be greati;r than it is_ at present? I can 'quite 

·endorse that.. If the whole of the r:10ney is boi'!"owed at once, ar:id the portion not imn1edjately wanted is 
placed on fixed deposit, the interes: on it would provide a sufficient sum to tide o"ver the interregnum 
between one ·_sy.-:tem ·and another; so that the citizens would not have to pay two rate~. There has been 
some talk, as you are aware, of limiting the area to Hobart proper. If that were done -I believe that not 
only might you include the sewage within the estimate I have made, bnt the house drainage as well, and the 
bori·owing of sonie .£80,000 or £90,0J0 at once would put you in a position to relie\ie the ratepayers of 
the burden of paying !'ates for the sanitary service as well as the rates for drainag-e. The drainage might 
be met by the rates as well as the sewerage, so that the poorer owners of prope'rty would have no greater 
burden to bear than the present. 

803. Would the work which ~-ould be done for that £6000 be work which would require skilled 
'labour? The greater part would be labourer's work; but it would include the prov·iding of materials, such 
as pipes and bricks and bricklayer's -.vork. · 

804. With ·regard to ·making as speedy work for the unemployed ·as possible, would you be preparecl 
to advocate the severance of Hobait from the surrounding local authorities? The work I propose under 
this £6000 does not trench on that question at all ; it must be done whether these -local authofities 
remain or not. · 

805. By llfr. lVoollnou,q!t.-The question of the ultimate disposal of the sewage can make no tlifferencJ 
with regard to the exp en di tul'e you rEfcr to now? Not the slightest. 

EDWARD GILES FORD, called and examined. 

806. By the C!tairm,iln.:.._What is your name? Edward Giles Ford. -

807. You are a saw-mill propl'ietor? Yes. 

808. You know the object oqhi.3 Committee? I do. 

809. Do you think yon coulµ assist the Committee by any ·suggestio1i as regards finding employment 
-for men in your own industry? Yes; I made a suggestion by letter. Mr. Bradley has a copy. 

_ 810'. You are aware the Governnent have arranged with the mill-owners 1o send home about 300,000 
or 400,000 feet of timber in the form of paving blocks? Yes. -

811. And you think the Goverr:ment oug-ht to go farther in the matter? Yes; I cannot see anything 
better to relieve the distr_ess 3:t prese·nt,_ and I don't think t!Je Government wou_ld lose one sl~illing. 
· .812. You think the Gove;·nment ought to ptfrchase fr9m the saw-millers here from £40,000 to 
.£50,0U0 worth of timber? Yes; they would he perfectly safe in spendin_g £100,000. · 

813. If th_e pl'ofit is so certain, how is it that ·the_ mill-owners don't take up the qiatter themselves? 
·rhey are not in a position to force the market; but trom info1;mation in our possession I believe the 
,Government would be perfectly j ustitied in taking the risk. 

_ 814. It fs simply want of capital that.p,·ev~n_ts y~n? 1:7"es; the assista~ce we get fr?µi ~he Govern
rrient now is not-very m 11eh, only ~bout two-thirds of the value of. the timber. 'I o pay the rmlls, 1t cannot be 
·produced under.6s. 6d. to 7s. pe~ 10(· feet, wh_ile the Government.guarantee 4s. only. 

815. Can you give the Committee any idea of the amount of labour that would be en~ployed in cutting 
these blocks? Well, onr mill employs 30 to 40 men, and our capacity is about 40,000 feet per week. 

816. About 1000 feet pe1· week per .man'/ Yes, about that. You might say that 40,000 feet of 
timber would give employment to 30 men for one week. 

817. I suppose there is plent; of timber available? -{\.ny amount. Our mi!! could 'Cllt fol' the 
next 50 years before exhatisting the rnpply come-at-able, and then its only beach-combmg. 

818. Can yon give us any icha of the number of saw-mill ·hands at present out of employment? 
About 400 OJ,' 5J)0 men. 

8·19. By Mr. Bradley."--'-The wood-blocks have to be cut out of foll-sized timber? Yes; it Las to ·be 
,good timber, clear. of heai·t and sap. 

820. And this particular class of timber .would have to be cut on the·quarter? Yes, or nearly so. 
. S21.- W o,uld the .waste from, thi~ class of timb,e_r be worth anything? At present, on account of the 

:j:>rohioifve duty [l-)ld.the_depressiqn in the c9lonies, there is little 'demand; ifis a_lmost vaI:ueless . 
. 822. -Would it not lessen :the corrt of production if various sizes of timber were taken? Certainly, it 

would he a liig advantage ff 6 x 3 would ·be taken. 

- :823. ·w~uld it n~t be wise.for the.Government to wire ho~e to see if various sizes of timber would 
be taken•? "i'hey have done so, ~nd the reply wa_s that nothing but 9 x 3 timbe~ would do. 

824. _'l'he unemployed IT)en could Le put on this ,vork at once, couldn't tliey? Yes, within a wee-k. 

825. If these blocks are cut o~ the quarter out of O'OOd old full-sized timber, do you think they would 
,stand ·the weather in Europe? In London it is not the 

0
rot, but the wear that has to be considered. · 
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826. Do you thin~ our wood would, compare favourably with the jarrah from Western Australia?: 
Yes, for the pui·pose, ·equal and superior to any other. used at present. · · · · 

tl:2i. Do.you think these ·blocks would require much seasoning? They should not be seasoned at all 
for road work. The sooner they are in the roads after they are cut the better. The jarrah timber from 
Western Australia cannot be landed in England under 20s. per 100 feet, while we can land our timber at"a 
profit at 14s., so that I believe we could drive the Western Australia trade out of the market. 

· 828. B_y' M1·. llfacdonald.-Do you know of any attempt that has been made to test these wood 
. blocks locally? They have been laid in the old market for the last 40 years, and have worn well, and_ 
from appearances will last 40 years more. . · 

829. You plead poverty on behalf of the saw-millers for not s~nding these blocks home themselves?' 
Yes, you may put it that way. The saw-millers in this country have about a quart~r of a million pounds'' 
worth of property lying idle at the present moment. It will cost many thousands of pounds to properly 
develop this industry : thEl mill-owners are not in a position to force this at the present time, but it_ will 
come all the same, wl1ether the Government assi .. t or not. It.is to relieve the present depression that I 
urge the Government assistance. 

830. Would it not be an important thing- for the whole of the community if a considerable step like· 
that you propose were taken? Yes. The timber trade used to keep the southern part of· the Island alive, 
It would take a 200-:;icre farm to keep our- own mill. supplied with food. I think this would solve the 
village settlement better than any scheme I have seen or heard suggested. 

831. By Mr. Woollnough.-Do you think our woods would stand the wear and tear of a big European 
city? · Yes; quite equal to jarrah, which is considered at the present time the best in use. 

832. I have seen two blocks of wood, one from Western Australia ·and one from Tasmania, in the-_ 
Treasurer's office, which have been from Tasmania.to England and back .. The Tasmanian specimen has 
lost its shape, while the West Australian specimen has preserved it? That will probably he owing to the· 
Tasmanian wood having been badly chosen, either from small saplings, or wrongly cut .. 

833. Do you think the moisture of the· English climate would affect these blocks? Not in the least. 
834. By M1•. J.1'Iacdonald.-W ould it not be wise to appoint some one to see that proper timber is sent?' 

Yes. I think the Government should appoint some one to see that proper timber is sent, and to put the· 
Government brand on the timber that lie approves as a guarantee to the purchasers. 

835. By tlie Clwirman.-You say the mill-ow~ers would send home tbese blocks themselves if they 
had the capital? Yes, they will do so now, but to relieve the present depression my suggestion would' 
bring the development about more quickly. · . . 

836. Could they not make arrangements to get advances fro~ the banks? The banks would be· 
perfectly willing to assist, but not fo this big extent, without being guaranteed. This is where the Govern~ 
ment should step in. · 

837. I mean against shipments? Yes, when the trade is fairly established there will be no difficulty 
by-and-by. 

838. Could not you arrange ,vith the Government to guarantee the necessary amount to the banks0 

against shipments? This is what I ,vould suggest. ~hey can secure themselves on the shipment. 
839. Have you sent an:r of these blocks home? Yes, to London, and they _were highly approved of .. 
840. Is it proposed to send these shipments home by sailing vessels? · No, by steamer; we want to· 

get the timber home and get it laid this season, or else we will 'lose a year or more ; it should be home by 
the end of July. This refers to the first lot of 300,000 only. Sailing vessels will carry it when the trade· 
is fairly established. . · · 

841. Then there would not be any immmediate prospect of finding work for the unemployed unless: 
the Government took a big risk?· · It would not be a big risk, but a reproductive work. The unemployed, 
difficulty, to a very great extent, would be got' over easier than any way I have seen suggested. 

The Committee then adjourned. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 20, 1894. 
EDWARD GILES 'FORD, ·recalled. 

842. By the Cltainnan.-I believe you liave some further information to give the Committee? Yes .. 
Since I was here yesterday J have received a copy of a letter, which will folly' bear out my statements .. 
This letter was received by l\'.Ir. R. J. Lucas from Mr. Ladelle, who is now in London. I will read it to 
the Committee:- · 
Dear Mr. Lucas, - · . . 

After a lot of negotiating, I have obtained from the· Marylebone Vestry a trial order for 75,000 paving blocks of 
Tasmanian stringy barks at £6 5s.-per 1000 blocks. This price is equivalent to 13s. 4d. ·per 100 superficial feet of 
timber, the blocks ordered being 9 inche~ by 3 inches b)r 5 inches. Messrs. F. Green and Co., shipbrokers, of 5, 
Fenchurch A venue, London, Managers of the Orient Line, have written. me, stating that as s9on as I can load sailing 
vessels of 1000 to 1500 tons they can charter same to bring the timber to London from Tasmania, at a maximum 
of 6s. per 100 feet super. The timber will have to be·sent in planks 9 inches wide by 3 thick, in lengths from 7 to 
12 feet, and will have to be cut into blocks here. Lighterage from ship to timber-yard, cutting and delivery to· 
Vestries, will cost about ls. per .100 feet· super. I have.· got estimates for everything. This foaves 6s. 4d. 
per 100 feet su1Jer. for the timber f.o.b. in Tasmanian port. This is, I think you will admit, a very good 
price, especially considering the size of the timber .. There is practically an unlimited. market, as the paving 
blocks required. yearly in London alone.far exceed the quantity of timber produced by all .the mills in the Colony: 
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. :,in most prosperous times. Besides, ~fanchester and other large towns have just decided to pave extensively 

with wood. The surveyors of the various London Vestries to whom I have submitted samples tell me that they 
,are very favourably impressed with the timber, which they consider completely eclipses every other in the 
market, both as to quality and price, for the purpose. This lot of blocks will be.laid down ir, or near Oxf'ord
street, than which no better part of London could be found fol' bringing the timber into notice. If approved, 
of which I think there is no doubt, very large orders will follow at once. I need hardly point out to you 
the enormous advantage to the Colony 'of securing such a market for its timber. In view of this I suggest 
that the Government should immedietely oTder the timber and ship it to me, care of Messl's . .F. Green & Co., 
5, Fenchurch Avenue, E.C. I cannot get any commercial firm to take up the order, because the Maryle
bone Vestry stipulate that the blocks shall be delivered in about four months, as they wish to do the paving at the 
close of the London season, at which time of year the streets ca1J be blocked with least inconvenience. This 
.neces~itates the timber being sent by steamer instead of' sailing vessel, which I am, afraid will raise the freight to 
8s. or 9s. per 100 feet; and will cause a loss of £35 to £50 on the order. No business house will take an order 
,on which there may be a loss unless they can ke~p the future paying business to themselves, which in this case is 
not possible, as directly the trade is established it will be open to all the mills in the colony to compete. But it 
would be very well .worth ,while indeed for the colony to lose £50 or even £100 to secure such a market for its 
,timber. It is possible that freight might be arranged at a rate which would prevent loss. This ][ cannot tell here, 
-as it depends entirely on what freight is offering at time of' shipment. If the Gowirnment agrees to my suggestion 
I shall receive payment for the blocks on delivery, and would hand over the sum advanced by the Government, less 

·;the loss, if any, to the Agent-General as soon as I was paid. ·wm yot1 l~y this matter before the Cabinet at once, 
.-and let me have a reply by telegraph as soon as possible. , 

Yours truly, 
ROLAND LADEJ,LE. 

P.S.;--I have sent a copy of the above to other mill-owners, and shall be glad if you can meet at my· office on 
-.say Thursday next, 19th instant, at 2·30, for a conference, at which I shall be glad to lay before you some important 
information on this suqject obtained from :i\Ir. Ladelle somP. time ago, which I was not at liberty at the time to 
divulg~. I think a, vast and remunerative trade in our timber can be opened u1i through Mr. Ladelle. Please 
reply. 

Yours faithfully, 
R. J. LUCAS. 

843. Do you know w!ien that letter was received? I received it yesterday, but I fancy :Mr. Lucas 
,has had it in his possession for some time, but was not at liberty to divulge it. 

844. This letter really strengthe::is your opinion that a trade could be opened up on a large scale with 
England? Yes, without the slightest risk. . ' 

84,5. Might not the Governmem go to a considerable extent further in the matter than they are going 
.now without.risk t,J the colony? Yes. 

ARTHUR ED.:\1UND RISBY, called and exa11i:ined. 

846. By the Chairman.-What is your name? Arthur Edmund Risby. 

847. You are a saw-mill proprietor? Yes. 

848. You know, of course, tha~ it is proposed by the Govemment to send a shipment 9f Tasmaniari 
;timber home in the shape of paving--b:ocks? Yes. · 

849. And you also know the object of this Committee? Yes, to assist the unemployed; 

850. The Committee have sent for you to know if you can make any suggestions in regard to your 
particular trade, especially as to increasing the expor.t of Tasmanian· timber. Do you think it would be 
:possible for the Government _to find employment in cutting the timber for these paving-blocks without risk 
to the colony? I think so. 1 am cErtain that the demand in London for these blocks would be such that 
the Government woulcl stand no risk of. losing money. We are to cut it here for 4.~. a hundr.ed feet,·thus 
taking a third of the risk ; but I am sure the millers would not cut it for that if they did not think they · 

·were going· to get more than 4~. for it. I have received several letters lately enquiring about these b_locks, 
which I produce. 

· 851. I see these lette;·s confirm the opinion you have already expressed? Yes ; I have answered 
·these letters, stating what the Tasman~an Govemment intended doing in the matter. ,. 

, 852. One correspondent, I see, states that the ordinary Tasmanian hardwood could be advantageously 
adopted in London as well as the jarrah and other timbers used now? Yes; they use the same sort 

,-0f timber as our hardwood in Sydney and Melbourne, and it answers splendidly. The "messmate" they 
use there is very similar to OU!' hardwood. . ' ' 

853. Is. the corre&pondent who I ::.-iave just refel'red to one that has had colonial experience? Yes. 

854. And you have also 1:eceived infoi'lllation that the W estem Australian jarrah is being sold for 
. £13 5s. per lOOU blocks in Leicester ? Yes. 

855. And what would be the cost, :without the freight? According to the letter, it would be £9 10.~-

856. Can Tasmanian timbe1· be landed in London at a cheaper rate? Yes, at £3 15s. per 1000 feet, 
,profitably. 

857. Are you acquainted with the jarrah? Yes. 

858. Do you know anything about its qualities? I know it to be a splendid wood. 

859. Do you think it better than the Tasmanian wood for paving? I think it is ; but hardwood is 
,equal for the purpose. · 

860. How many men do you generally employ? We are sl1ort-handed just now, but when we are in 
'full swing we keep about 50 or 60 men going in cutting timber and bringing it up, in hardwood alone. At 
,present we have only about 25· employed. 



(No. 47~) 

40 

861. If your mills were going to their full capacity ·you could employ from 25 to 30.moi·e men? Yes7 

certainly, and more when ll'e work night an.d day. _ 
8G'2. Then i~ some arrangements were made for sending home_ a large shipment of these blocks, you 

could rind- employment for a good many mei1? Yes, if we got a fai1; price. 
863. Supposing youi· mills were going at their full capacity cutting these blocks, h01~ II!any more men: 

could yon employ? 20 to 25 men. · - · 
. 864. I suppose mo,st of the saw-mills now are pretty well idle? Yes, they are all Jiracitically idle, and 
thei1· tramways are all going· to ruin. . · • 

865. Can you give us_ rbughly any idea of what labour i~ required for producing· about 1000 t~et of 
these blocks per week? I cannot tell very well off- hand. It costs 2s. a hundred to pi·oduce the timber 
~~ . 

81J6. Do you think out of about £3, the average price for 1000 feet of timber, 50s. would be spent in 
labour? Yes, that is about it. The labour is more than the timber; it is all. labour. 

867. Do you refer to these blocks now? Yes. They will have to b_e cut "on the quarter"; ~nd yotL 
will not get more than half of a log. 

868. By J.lfr. Bmdley.-Practically the £3 per 1000 feet nearly all goes in labour, and horses, arid 
horse-feed? Yes. 

869. So there is very little margin left for profit? Very little. Our timber is all labour from the
time yon get the tree clown tiU you get rid of if. 

870. Do you think it desirable to send one of the mill-owners home with the first shipment? Most 
undoubtedly. Some one should go who thoroughly understands our timber. lam prepared to.give a share
towards sending a man home if the Govemment will not do it; otherwise the timber would be left to the· 
Agent-General, who would probably know nothing about it. The mills are all idle now. I know a goocl: 
man who could get away ,vithout any derangement to his business. 

871. By 1.lf1·. TVoollnouglt.-Can you give me any estimate of the cost, delivered at the ship's side,. 
of cutting 1000 blocks? We reckon about £3 per 1000 superficial feet. 

872. The cost of jarrah delivered in London is £9 10s. per 1000? Yes, in ship's slings. 
873. At what price could we deliver oiu timber? I think from £6 lfo. to £7 per 1000. We reckon 

on the average about £7. 
874. Have you any idea of whether stringy-bark or blue-gum would be the best to sep.d? No, I 

think one answers as :"ell as the other for this purpose. There is no doubt blue-gum is harder. 
875. Are these two woods the only two·spokeil offoi· the pui·pose? Yes, that is all. I might mention 

that about. 3 or 4 years ae;o I had an enq_uiry from Cairo, from a contractor ther_e, about these blocks ; I sentr 
a couple of cases of bloeks to -him, and he found they suited admirably. 

876. Can you give me any idea why there i:;; such a difference between the price of jarrah and our 
woods? I have heard that there are only about 4 or 5 trees of jarrah to the acre, and 'the wood has in: 
many cases to be carted long distances, fi:om 25 to 30 miles; which ri1akes it more expensive. 

877. Assuming our wood proves to be as good a~ the jarrah, wil_l we not have a great advantage over· 
Western Australia in the price at which we can deli Yer it? Yes, that will give us a big pull. It is not 
the first time we have tried this thing. I arranged to send a shipment to Egypt, and had agreed on the
price and everything, and I could not get a vessel to take them there. None of the mail boats would carry
them, and it would not pay a sailing' vessel to take them. 

878. Do yot.i know how the jan•ah wood is carried? By sailing ship. I have known one or two• 
sailing vessels leave fo1; W. Australia to load jarrah after discharging here. The jarrah timber company 

. opened an agency and laid a street in London, that _is how they got introduced. The way the thing is. 
done there is that a brass plate is put on a section of the street "This was laid by so and so." 

879. Don't you think it·· would be desirable to have some sort of Government inspector appointed to· 
see that none bu_t the very best timber was sent? Yes, we have already suggested that to the Governme~t .. 

Tl;IOMAS FISHER, callecl and examined. 

880. By t~e Chairman.-·what is your name ? 'l'homas Fisher. 
881. You are interested in the timber industry? Yes. 
882. You know that the Government propose to assist the saw-millers in sending home .a shipment of 

Tasmanian wood-blocks? Yes. 

883. Do you think there would be any risk incurred by the Government in doing so? I don't think 
there will be anv risk to the colony. I believe the timber will realise more than it will cost to send it 
.borne. · • 

884. You think the results of sending the shipment will be a profit? Yes. 

885. Alld t!:iere is very little chance of l.oss occurring from it? Yes. 
886. Have you received any information from timber merchants at home about the matter? Not 

lately. 
887. Have you ever been a saw-mill proprietoi·? For a good many years. 
888. We have been informed that the principal cost in the production of sawn timber is for wages ? 

Yes, for labour. _ 
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889. Is the price the saw-millers are receiving from the Government a fair price f,n; these blocks?' 
Under the arrangement with the Government .at present the mill-owners are taking part of the risk in the 
sp~cul~tion. The cost of cutting the timber would be.6s. per 100 feet on the wharf in Hobart, but to assist 
this shipment the mill-owners are putting it on the wharf at 4s. per 100 feet, and thus sharing the risk. · 

890. Do the mill-owners consider 6s. the p1;ice they otight to receive?· Yes, that is a fair price. 
89f That i~ .£3 per 1000 feet? Yes. · 
892. Can·)' ou say how 'much of that .£3 would be spent in labour? About 45s., say 75 1Jer cent. of it. 
893. Suppose the Government, with a view to giving employment to saw-millers and others, were 

prepared to largely increase the quantity, do yon think the mill-owners would fall in with the idea, and take. 
the same risk as they do now ? Yes. 

894. Have you had any experie11ce of the wear of Tasmanian timber for paving purposes? Not 
mucli. We have blocks in our old exhibition building : I cannot tell how many years they have been 
there, but certainly a long time; they are in good condition now. · 
. 895. Do you think the Govemment would not incur any risk in sending home a large quantity of this-

timber? I cannot see where they would run the slightest risk. · 
896. By 11:lr. Bradley.-VVould there be any risk of not getting a fair price for our hardwood as. 

against jarrah? No. • . _ · 
897. Do you not think that in sending this first shipment home it is highly essential to send one of 

the mill-owners home with it ? Yes; it would be the best course to adopt. 
898. By Mr. Woollnough.-Do you know if any arrangeinent has been made for governmental 

inspection of the timber? I don't think the Government have yet made any such arrangement, but it is-
part of the scheme. The whole of the timber is to be inspected by a Govemment inspector. 

899. By the Cltairman.-U ncler the proposed arrano-ement each mill-owner will agree to provide a 
certain portion of the timber? They hav~ done so. I mys~lfhave agreed to supply a certain quantity. 

900. Would you have any objection to largely increasing that quantity under the _same terms? No, 
not as a trial shipment. . 

901. By Mr. Woollnough.-Do the Government place any condition upon you as to the mode of' 
cutting the timber? Yes, they have taken every precaution. The timber is to be specially selected, and 
cut on the quarter. 

902. By the Cltairman.-Have the mill-owners yet begun to cut the timber? One or two of them 
have commenced. · 

903. What quantity is spoken ofas being sent home? 300,000 feet from this end of the island. 
904. That would be about .£600 worth ? Yes, to the mill-owners. 
905. I suppose nearly all that .£600 wot1ld o-o in wages 1 Yes, none of it will go into the mill-owners•· 

pockets. Some of it will go for horse feed and tl~at sort of thing. 
906. Do you think the mill-owners generally would be willing to provide a larger quantity? Yes,,. 

to encourage the speculation-really it is a speculation. · 

HENRY CHESTERMAN, caUecl a11cl examined .. 

907. By the Chainnan.-Wbat is your name? Henry Chesterman. 
908. You are a timber merchant and saw-mlll proprietor? Yes. 
909. Can you give the Committee any information in regard to your own business? Yes, in regard 

to the non-production of tim her at the present time, which has very much aggravated the unemployed 
difficulty. 

910. Can you make any suggestio11 as to the remedy? There are some 15 or 16 sawmills in the
south, and only about three of them are employed. Each mill can support about 30 families, so that 
it will. be easily seen how much the non-working of the mills has contributed to the difficulty. 

911. Can you make any suggestion as to work being found for these mills? Seeing that all the
Colonial markets are closed against us, it is certainly a little gleam of sunshine that there is a prospect of 
a market in London for these wood blocks. . 

912. Are you one of the m~ll-owners under tre_aty to the Government? · I am. 
913. The Government is going to p;i,y a price equal to about two-thirds of the value? Yes: 
914. Therefore the mill-owners are taking about one-thi1·d of the risk? Yes. 
915. Do you think the Government would be justified in sending home a larger shipment than is now 

proposed J Yes, and I have strongly advocated that. · .A small parcel would be hardly worth dealing with 
in London. To place Tasmanian timber properly before London and other large cities it would be 
necessary to do the thing on a large scale. · 

916. Do you think the quantity of timber now to be sent .is suffi~ient to give a fair test? Yes, 
I think so. · · · · · 

917. Do you think the Govemment would be justified in sending a quantity exceeding that, with a 
view- of giving employment to the mill hands at preRent out of work, if they could do so without ariy
undue risk to _the colony? Yes, it would be quite justifiable. 

918. Do you know the price of jarr3.h in Lond~n? About 24s. per 100 superficial feet. 
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. 919. Is that alongside the ship? I cannot say. • 
920. Could not we send home good timber at a profit at a. very: much lower price? Yes, at little 

·over half~pri.ce mentioned to· us· as being paid for jarrah. 
921. Have you had any opportunity ·of comparing jarrah with our wood in the matter of wnar? No_. 

There are qualities about the jarrah which recommend it for many purposes, but I don't know tbat it is 
speciall:y: suited for blocks. I saw a cargo of jarrah in the little steamer that brought Governor Weld here 
from Western Australia, and it was a timber that was second to none, and suited for better purposes than 
paving-blocks. · 

. 922. Have you any further suggestions· to make to ··the Committee? I consider that in regard to a 
large number of the unemployed here work should be found for them as near the city as possible. Amongst 
them there are a large number of young hardy men, able to rough it, who might be sent by the Government 
to the works where hardships might have to· be endured. Travelling to the Huon last week I saw a 
contiugent_ of the unemployed under, the charge of an officer, and I was pleased to find these men were 
about to be employed in piece-work. 

-· 923. What particular works would you suggest in the vicinity of the city? . Well, for instance, there 
is a very wide scope for improvement in the Domain. . . 

924. It will not be fair to ask the Government to devote the money of the general taxpayers to beautify 
one place? Perhaps it would be unfair to other portions of the colony, unless they were treated in a like 
mauner ; but the· Domain is certainly an exception to any other piece of land. A drive round by the 
Cornelian Bay Cemetery is a matter that might well be taken in hand. 

925. You are a- member of the Marine Board'! Yes. 
926. Do you• know the piece of land that is now being reclaimed at the back of the slaughber-yards? 

I do. 
927. When that is fully reclaimed· whose property will _it be? That area I consider at present as 

being within the keeping of the Marine Board. As to whom it is to belong. i:o when reclaimed I can 
hardly venture an opinion. 

928. Whoever might be the owner of the property generally do you think it would be a valuable 
block of land? It w:ould be of great value. . . 

929. Would it be so valuable as to justify th~ expense of filling it in as a . means of finding work? 
No, I think not, unless there was an urgency for it. · · . • 

930. If the Government were to offer that piece of land to any of the public bodies who would go to 
the cost of filling it in, would it be wise of them to accept it? Oh, yes. 

931. Therefore you think the cost of the labour required in filling it in would be met by the increased 
value given to the land? Well, it would. be rather an. expensive job.. . . 

932. Do you think it. would cost a great deal to fill· that piece of land in? Yes. 
933. Don't you think it will be worth filling in sooner or later? Oh, yes; later on. 
934:. Do you think it would:. be possible to do the work cheaper later on• than at the present time? 

I would fear the heavy outlay req.uired to fill in so large an area. I suppose in the space of a couple of 
-years the whole space would be filled in at a cost of nil. · 

935. Has it not been used as a tip for a considerable time? For a very short time, comparatively 
speaking. I noticed it was being filled in with considerable rapidity as soon as an area was left to tip 
stuff. I was astonished at the rapidity with which it was being filled·in. 

936. Have you any idea of who will claim the land? It will be between the Government and the 
Marine Board. I do not think any other. body could claim it. 

937. Is there any dispute between the Marine Board and the Government at present regarding it? 
The Marine Board has gone to- tµe expense of piling it on the understanding that they would be repaid the 
whole of it when the work was done. Our correspondence all tends to sliow that. 

938. You understand that the Government intends taking the ground, and paying the Marine Board 
for piling it in.? Yes, when it pleases.. • -

939. By ilfr. Bradl,ey.-Do not you think that that piling to be permanent wants to be strengthened? 
· Yes, it wants backing up. 

940. And also stone rubble inside? - Yes; that w~uld thoroughly secure the expenditure already 
incurred. My idea is that the piling should be returned in shore. 

941. .By tlte Cltairman.-You know the Government have not sufficient room at the Railway Station? 
Yes; this piece of land would probably afford them the extra accommodation they require. If the 
engineering difficulties were overcome this piece of land might" be used in connection with an extension of 
the· railway a-Jong, the,wharves;·. 

942. Do you think the Government would be justified in making· a road to and surveying unselected 
land before allowing selectors to take it up? Yes ; and second-class land would ·be· taken up and worked 
which would otherwise lie idle. I have observed throughout the Huon district· the indifferent land that 
has been utilised and planted with orchards and so on. I might suggest ·as another work a canal through 
East Bay Neck, which would very much shorten the distance to Spring Bay and all the East Coast ports; 
it would be a work of considerable magnitude, and one that might be taken in hand by the Government to 
find work for the unemployed. Eagle Hawk Neck would not occasion such an outlay, but the gain would 
be hardly worth coutending for; 

943. You would not mean the canal for small vessels? I would make it for· coasting vessels and· 
small steamers. 
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944. Has any action been taken in the past by the Government in relation to either of 'these canals ? 

Yes, they tested the rock at Eagle Hawk Keck. ,· 
945. Do -you know if any report was made_ as to the feasibility of the plan? I think there was ; and 

on the whole I ra.ther think it was favourable. At East Bay Neck there would be about a quarter of a 
mile of land to cut through, and it is thoroughly sheltered on both sides. 

946. I would like to support the SurvEyor-General's idea very much in regard to the survey of roads 
before selection. I think the construction c,f roads should be, if possible, in advance of settlement. In that 
way labour would be found for the unemploy~d. · 

WEDl\-ESDAY, MAY 9, 1894. 

HENRY CHESTERMAN, recaUed. 

947. By the Chairrnan.-Can .you give the Committee any more information in regard to the subject 
upon w~ich we examined you before? Yes. 

948. Have you any further suggestions to make that you have thought of yourself? · Yes, there Wlls 
one arising out of this wood-block business that is so particularly bef<?re us at the present time. I think it 
would be very opportune if the Government took upon themseh-es to open correspondence wi;;)l the various 
European Governments to see if there was any likelihood of business being done with them. We know 
ourselves the1;e have been some enquiries made from several places, but it is a difficult matter for private 
firms to broach the subject. The Government, however, could take the initiative with much better 
results possibly. , 

949. Do you know what countries are likely to use our blocks? Well, I am not sure that France 
would not. · Belgium, I am sure, would ase them, and also Berlin. There are firms in London that are 
anxious to do business with us in a general way, but when Governments communicate one with another I 
think the results are likely to be mucli more beneficial. 

950. But that would not be likely to assi8t the immediate difficulty, would it? I think from the 
present outlook the difficulty is likely to last for some time. At any rate, there is a very poor prospect for OU'l' 

timber industries unless there is something done in this way. '!'he timber industry has been one of consider
able magnitude, both in the south and north ends of the Island, and the whole ground seems now to be cut 
from under our feet through each colony protecting itself so much. .· 

·· 951. Have you had any personal experience of wood-block paving? Yes, my yard on the wharf and 
my stables have been paved with wood-blocks for some yearg; and many of our back yards and stables 
have been.so !laved and found to answer well. · 

952. What size blocks do you use ? 6 x 4 inches. 
953. By JJ!fr. Bradley.-Laid end on? Yes, a11 end on, and 6 x 4; they are there to be seen when

ever you like. 
954. By the Chairrnan.-My wish is to get some information from you as to the most suitable size of 

blocks ;. the size we propose to send home is 9 x 3, which seems to be the standard size? Yes, that is so, 
but it would make quite as good a job and facilitate the supply if a size smaller in width were sent. 

955. 1f narrower sized blocks were usecl could ·you produce them at a lower rate·? Yes ; it would 
facilitate production both in quality, quantity, and _price. 

956. Can you give us_ any information as to whether smaller block:il would answe1· better than blocks 
of the :!'tandard siie? I think the smaller blocks would answer better; they would carry their size through 
better, and would be less liable to warping. 

957. Would they not be more costly to lay? There would oe very little difference : on the contrary, 
I think they would be a decided advantage, ·as experience tells ui; that a large plank will get out of shape 
much more readily than a series of small ones. 

958. Which will be best to send home, green or dry timber? · Dry timber would not be the right· 
thing at all. · I wish to say very pointedly that there coulcl not be a better time than the present one for 
cutting the timber; the'sap is now down, and the opportunity could not be better. 

959. By 11-fr. Bradley.-! would like 1o ask you a question bearing on our hardwood, as t_o its being 
use.d seasoned or green for different classes o:: work ; of course you have been many years in the timber 
trade-and so have I, fox· that ma.tter-and will be able to give a valuable opinion. Take, for instance, 
house-work, bridge-work, and ship-building-can you tell us the classes of timber required? For house
work and bridge-workseasoned timber is required, but for ship-building _partially seasoned timber is the 
best, as it has to swell and make the ship tight. 

960. If dry timber were used in a ship's bottom would it not swell too much? Yes, and would be a 
very serious defect at the meeting of timbers. 

961. Now, with regard to the wood blocks, this is the point I am coming. to : in your opinion would 
it not be an equally s~rious defect in wood blocks if they were put down in the streets seasoned? I have· 
just expressed the opinion that dry timber would not do at all; I have experienced it myself in the woods. 
paving I laid in my own yard. . . . 

962. Do you think hardwood cut at this season of the year rnd sent home to Europe, to be put into 
the roa<l at once, would be in proper condition? I think it would, most decidedly; my opinion is very 
decided on that point. There is always a quantity of moisture in thoroughfares, and seasoned timber 
would absorb it and get out of s.lmpe. It seems to me that though there is always a market in London for 
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-these blocks, it will be always a question of price, and in that i·egard we can compete on favourable terms 
with other colonies. Our timber is water-borne in its carriage from the time of its pi:oduction. 

963. By the Olwirman.-I suppose the propriety of using seasone4 or gre.en timber would depend in 
great measure on the climate of tl1e country to which the wood is sent? I don't think so. The droppings 
in thoroughfares, even -in the hottest countries, would give enough moisture to maintain a sort of 
-equilibrium. 

964. ·would the 6 by 4 blocks be a suitable size? It would be a suitable size we could produce, but 
9 x 3 and 5 x 3 would be favourable to supply. 

965. Would it not be a size you could produce more cheaply, a1id with a better class of timber? Yes, 
just so, and it would facilitate the breaking of joints. 

966. Have you any further suggestions to make? Yes ; I think the time lias arrived . when the 
English and other markets should be open to our timbers They comparc:J very favomably with many ot 
the best timhers used at home, such as the oak, teak, and jarrah. They are eminently suitable 
for house-building and flooring, being in that respect quite equal to the oak. The mpid and cheap transit 

·from here to England will give us an outlet once a market is found for it. · 
91:i7. Can you tell us anytl1ing furthe1' in regard to that piece of land that is being reclaimed at the 

rear of 1)10 slaughter-yards? Yes, but I have a .few words more to say in regard to our timbers. They 
·would he very suitable for flooring and agricultural implement,:, and some agency should_ be established to 
bring them before European buyers. _ As to the land being reclaimed, it will be a very valuable area, aml 

-some authority should continue the reclamation. 
968. Can you give us an estimate of the amoimt of damage done by that gale which carried away a 

portion of the piling ? The Marine Board, at its own cost, saved the ,v-reckage that was floating about the 
ri~ . . 

969 .. How much would it cost to replace the piling that was washed away? I would not recommend 
the replacing of it at the present stage. I would recommend a return of the piling so as to make that 

--done now more substantial. 

970. But surely you would not leave that gap open? I would for the present, decidedly, unless we 
were prepai·ed to go in for a large expenditure. 

971. Is not the remaining portion in tlang-er? It is to some extent, but from the piles having been 
-driven into a clay bottom I think it will stand. '.l.'he present breach will make an outlet for the tidal 
waters, which will leave it fairly. secure. 

972. Would that piling have carried away if it had been backed up inside? No, it would not.· 
973. That piling has been constrncted with the public funds? Yes, with the l\'iarine Board's funds,. 
974. And money has been wasted because. it was _not backed up ? Yes. 

· 975. An<l there is the same risk of the remaining portion being carried away? Yes; except as hefore 
.stated. . 

976. And that risk would not continue if it was backed up with earthworks? No, it would not. 

977. And the earthworks would he a portion of the reclamation? Yes. 

978. Have you any idea of the area to be reclaimed'/ No, I have not; but I suppose onr plans m 
·the Marine Board Office would show that; it is extensive. 

979. B;IJ 11:lr . .11:lacdonald,-Would it be advisable to send the.timber home in planks or in 9 x :Jin. 
blocks? It has been already decided to send it home in planks. Sending· it in block:,1 would add materially 
t~ the _cost: 

980. By .1lir. TVoollnough.-Was there any arraugement between the Govemment and 3farine Board 
-as to backing up the piling? No; the Marine Board's work terminated with the present ·wooden struc.ine. 

981. What they did they did independently· of the Govemnie?t? No, at the instance . of the 
Government. 

982. Without any definite arrangement with tl1e Government?. ~ o, there was an understanding 
,between the Board and the Government. · 

983. To what- length did that understanding go? The Marine Board was under the impression that 
as soon as they had completed the piling they would have nothing to do but ask the 'l'reasury to refund the 

.amount so laid out. · 

984. Was the Marine Board under the impression that the piling would l;ie sufficient to resist the 
water without anything further? There was a doubt about it, but the Marine Board was in the hands of 

·the Government as to the extent of work to be done. 
985. And experience has shown that a mistake was made? Yes; it should have been further 

supported by backing it up. . · 
. 986. Is there any difference, in 1·egard to wood paving, between blue-gum and stringy-bark? I 

think the stringy-bark would be almost preferable to the blue.gum. · · 
987. I am told that the stringy-bark has a tendency to split· under the pressure of heavy traffic? 

There is no chance of it splitting when it is packed. One block protects the other.. There might be a.. 
percentage of blocks split, but none of the wo_od could ge~ away. 

988. Does stringy-bark split easier than blue-gum? Yes, it will split easier in some cases. 
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GEORGE FISHER BEARDSLEY, called and examined. 

·989. By the Clwfrma11.-What is your name? George Fisher Beardsley. 
990. "What are you'/ My profession is that of a metallurgist. 
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991. You have heid the_ position of manager of the.Zeehan anu Dundas Smelting V{orks? Yes. 
992. Can you tell us roughly the G_uantity of silver-lead ore exported per month from this Colony? 

It will average at the present time about 1700 tons per month. That is the raw ore, of course. I believe 
,for the month ofMarch it was 1900 tons, and for April about 1700 tons. I have not got the exact figures. 

693. Is that quantity likely to be maintained or increased? I think the quantity will be increased 
-3omewhat as the mines are more fully developed. · 

994._ Can yoL1 tell us anything ,as to the character of the ore, and the possibility of economically 
· smelting it here? The character of the ore genel'ally is that of a sulphide ore, though not exactly the 
same as that_ at Broken Hill. It is freer from antimony, arsenic, and bismuth; indeed, the ores from 
Zeehan are clean in that respect., At Dundas there are more oxidised minerals with the ore, such as oxide 
of iron, though in the lower portion of the :i.Vlaestri's mine more galena came in. I think that as the 
mines get deeper the ore will be found to be similar to that at Zeehan, though probably not exactly the 

.same. With ref~rence to economically smelting in the Colony, I see no reason why smelting should not be 
carried on here'as clieaply as in any other part of Australia-Melboume, Adelaide, or Sydney for instance. 

995. Apart from any particular locality, yon think it could be smelted as_ cheapiy in Tasmania as in 
Australia? Yes. 

996. Is our ore a difficult one to smelt? · No, the ore is a kindly one to treat. 
997. Have we in the Colony the proper kind of fluxes easily available? Yes; all round the country 

where the ore is got, fluxes are to be found perfectly suitable for the treatment of it. 
998. Can you give the Committee any idea of the difference between the value of the ore as exported 

in its raw state and its value as exported in the form of bullion? It would mean all the value of the ore, 
·less 10 per cent. of the lead that is lost in smelting, plus the value of the labour that was spent upon it. 

999. I want to know the difference in figures in the export value? It all depends on the assay value 
of the ore. 

1000. Whac would be about the average value of ] 500 tons of raw ore exported? I don't suppose it 
would be worth more than irom £6 to £7 per ton at the outside. 

1001. Can you tell us about the average percentage of lead and silver that would be in ore at that 
price? 'l'here would be about 60· per cent. of lead ; but that can be easily found out by taking the Zeehan 
aiul Dunda.Y Herald of the beginning of the month. · . 

1002. What would be the value of the lead and silver when turned into bullion? Its value then 
would be about £1:t a ton. 

1003. Then a ton of average ore worth about £6 or £7 would be worth £11 or £12 when turned into 
bullion ? Yes. 

1004. At any rate it would mean a large increase in the value of the export? Ye~, a very con
siderable increase. 

1005. As a practical man, can you give us any illea of the amount of direct employ
ment give'n in smelting, say 2000 tons of ore per month? I can give you the figures exactly 
for 1500 tons a month, the amount we put through our smelters at Zeehan. With one furnace 
going we employed just 50 men, including the staff, for 24 hours. Besides these, there were 
seven men and six horses employed in getting fluxes. It will take half as many more men to put 
through :2000 tons per month, as it will require two fumaces and two crews to be kept going. I dare say 
2000 tons per month would employ about 75 men per day, besides the men employed in getting fluxes. 
Besides all these, it will employ a great many men which it would be hard ~o trace out, as some would be 
,engaged at a distance from the works. There will be the men who raise the coal and make it into coke, 
those who bring it to the smP-lters, the steamer men, wharf labourers, railway men, and so on, besides the 
repairs and foundry work, which amounts ;:;o £200 or £300 a year. 

1006. During the time you were working you were dealing with one parfcular class of ore, were you 
.not? Yes, with one class of ore altogether. · 

1007. Would the general class ot ore have to be treated in the same way as you treated that you dealt 
with? There would have to be something of a change, and more men would be required. The sulphide ores 
would have to be treated by roasting or partial fusion to dispose of the sulphur before they could be smelted. 
That is different to the work I carried out with the Maestri's ore, and would require more men and a bit 
more plant in the shape of roasting fornaces. · . 
. 1008. Supposing the plant was kept fully occupied, how many men would be employed? I employed 

-57 men to treat 1500 tons per month, and 25 to 30 men more would be 1·equired to roast 60 tons a day. 
1009. By .1.lb·. Braclley.-Do you charge more for smelting sulpl1ide ores? It is urnal to charge 

more for smelting sulphide ores than for oxidised ores. _ 
1010. By the Chairman.-With the plant you had under your charge would it be possible to deal 

·with all the ore now being turned out? Yes. I put through 3076 tons in 62 cl.ays. 
1011. With the different class of ores you would require 75 to 80 men with the one smelter? Yes. 
1012. And that would deal with 1500 tons a month? Yes. 
1013. From that it would be.fair to estimate that 2000 tons would require one-third more men? Yes; 

but, of course, there must be a small allowance made for some of the ore going away. 
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· 1014. W4at is the. general character of the labour employed? With very few exceptions ordinary 

labour will do, for it can be soon trained into what is required. A few days' work will bring it into shape. 
The only skilled men outside the metallurgical staff are the engine-drivers and furnace-men. 

1015. Do you know anything of the Tasmanian coals? I have had no experience of them. There is 
no reason why they should not be used for fuel as long as the price is in keeping with their calorific value. 
As to their coking powers I have no information on the subject. 

1016. Is not coke a large item in smelting.? Yes, it requires about a ton of coke to every five or six 
tons of ore. 

1017. Iri the event of smelting works being established in the Colony, would there be a probability 
of low-grade ,ores not now being worked being utilised? I don't ,think so, because the working of low
grade ores depends more on the value of silver. The price of silver is now 2s. 5d. per oz. ; and it 
requires a considerable difference in the number of ounces of silver in the ton to what it did previously 
to bring an ore to the paying point. If it were 3s. 5d. an ounce, then a few ounces would make sufficient 
difference to make an ore payable that would not now be touched. If the•cost of smelting could be brought 
down, some of the poorer ores might be used up. The sulphide ores are nearly all mechanically treated 
beforehand, and it is really a matter of the amount of silver in the lead. Where it runs below 40 ounces· 
to the ton it scarcely pays. I don't think, therefo1:e, that further smelting facilities would bring forward 
much more low-grade ore at the present low price of silver. 

1018. Do you think that ore-smelting as an industry is likelyto develop into large proportions in the 
Colony if it once got a fair start? I don't know: it depends a good deal on the supply of ore. It cannot 
expand beyond a certain limit unless the supply commences to expand also, and that can only take place 
in the direction of new mines being started, or the present mines getting larger bodies of workable ores. 

1019. You know a good deal of the Zeehan country, I believe? Yes. 
1020. Do you think there is a prospect of fu1·ther development there? The field is not half developed, 

on account of its peculiar charactei·istics. It is covered with dense scrub, and I firmly believe there are 
hundreds of lodes which it would pay to work which have not yet been· seen. There is a good deal 
of back country which lias never been touched. 

1021. Are there any particular difficulties in the way of establishing smelting works here? One 
difficulty is, of course, the capital; but the greatest handicap the local smelter has to contend against is the 
foreign ore-buyer, who takes the ore away to a land where labour is nothing, in bounty-fed ships in 
many instances. 

1022. Do you mean that he gives a higher price than the intrinsic value of the ore, or a higher 
price than the local smelter can pay? I mean a higher price than the local smelter can afford to pay, 
especially where our works were situated. We had to pay high railway rates, and high labourers' wages, 
~~&a~ . 

1023. Then the situation of your·smelting works was one of the reasons you could not compete with 
~he foreign buyers? Yes, and owing to the peculiar set of circumstances under which they wer~ constructed 
m the place they were. 

1024. You recommended the works being built at Strahan in the first instance, did you not? Yes. 
1025. Could they have been worked, more economically there? Yes ; the ore could have been smelted 

17s. a ton more cheaply at Stralum than at Zeehan; and out of that 17s. I could have returned 7s. or Ss. to 
the mines. 

1026. Do you think Strahan would be the best place to establish smelting works in ? I am undecided 
between Strahan and Hobart. The more I see of Hobart the more I think it would be the best place for 
these heavy ores. The ores :which only carry about 10 per cent. of mineral available to turn into bullion it 
would be better to smelt at the mines. There are none of these mines, however, which will furnish anv 
·amount of oxidised material foi· any length of time. All the lodes turn to sulphide ores as they go down. -

1027. By 1111·. Bradley.-Would the difference in the value of the raw ore and the bullion be 
expended principally in labour.? Yes. You can certainly reckon upon three-fifths of it being expended upon 
labour and the rest in fuel and fluxes. 1f suitable coal for making coke could be found, the whole of it 
would practically be spent here. 

1028. You have just said that you think Hobart would be the best place for smelting works? Yes, 
for sulphide ores. . 

1029. Notwithstanding that you would have to carry a certain amount of dross between the field and 
. here? Yes, we would more than cover that loss by the difference in the prices of labour and foe!. Coke 
landed here is _from 42s. to 45s. a ton; in Strahan it costs 55s a ton, and at Zeehan it is 74s. a ton. There 

· is no way of treating it in bulk between Strahan and Zeehan. The railway authorities insist upon its being 
bagged, and the handling and the bags all cost money, and add .considerably to the expense. . 

1030. Can you recommend any better way of carrying ore between Strahan and Hob~rt than bagging 
it? It would require a little preparation to carry it in bulk. The fine concentrates will always have to 
be bagged, but the coarse ores might be handled in bulk, provided there were preparations made at Zeehan 

. to receive them. · 

1031. By )Jfr. Woollnough.-Can you tell me the proportio:µs which the silver ore smelted in the 
Colony bears to that which goes out of it? Kennedy's smelting works, the only one in the Colony at 
present, have accumulated about 270 tons during the last four months to commence smelting with. The 
proportion the ore that goes out of the Colony bears to that would be four times 1700, the average monthly 
export. 

1032; Is it the Australians or the Germans who are best able to compete with you? A Queensland 
company are getting a little ore, but very little.. Our chief competitor is the Hamburg Metal Company. 
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1033. · Have you formed any opinion as to why the Germans can compete with you, having the freight 

against them? It has not been a case of fair competition. The company which I represented failed, and 
never came directly in contact with them. They failed through having floated with too .little capital, 
thinking they could make calls when they wanted money to buy ore. When the crash came the calls were 
11ot responded to, as was the case in many mining companies. 

1034. Is it then your impression that if there were men here with. sufficient capital and energy to start_ 
works again we would be able to compete with the Germans? I do. I don't think we would make much 
out of it unless we had a little help at the start in some way, as the German buyers have the pull. Labour 
costs the Germans little or nothing, and that more than makes up for the freight, and the ships receive an 
amount added to the freight for deliv!!ring these ores in Germany .. Germany has been short of lead for 
some time, and they pay a bonus for it. I have been told this, but I don't know how true it is. It must 
be someth_ing of that kind that is helping them. _The Queensland Works, I know, are only just a feeder 
to large works in England owned by the Rothschilds, and it makes no difference to them whether they make 
anything on the smelting or not. 

. 1035. Do the Germans take only first-grade ores ? Yes, they want the greatest value in the smallest 
bulk. They won't touch the oxidised ores, unless they are very rich. 

1036. By tlte Cltairman.-You say you think that a Company starting smelting here requires some 
assistance : do you mean assistance from the Government, in the way of cheap Railway l'ates, or in what 

. direction? It ·seems to me that an export duty on the raw material will meet _the case better than anything 
else, bec_ause money will then come in ; whereas a bonus would only come out of the pockets of the 
Government. A honus on the bullion, however, might be given. _ A reduction of railway freights I do 
not think would be much advantage, though it might assist works at Strahan in treating low-grade ores, 
which would just pay to smelt. An export duty on raw ore would be a means of crippling those who are 
sending the ore away. 

· 1037. Don't you think that extinguishing competition would have an injurious effect? Tt would 
work against the miner, there is no doubt of that, whilst paying a bonus would stimulate him. · But 
then that bonus would come out of the pockets of the Govemment,- though the increased value of the 
exports might make- lip for it. 

1038. By J1r. Woollnouglt.-What is the difference in the price paid now by the Germans and the 
price you had to pay 7· That is a matter I can scarcely answer, for this reason -I did not have the 
smelting works in the best position to compete with them. Being located at the end of a Railway 29 miles 
long, I had to pay excessive railway charges, so that I could not come into direct competition with 
them. 

1039. Assuming th.at your smelting works were here, and you were in the most favourable position 
for it, do you think you could compe.te with tlrnm on equal terms? I think we could, if the works were 
in Hobart. · 

1040. Then it really comes to this: assuming your works :ore in Hobart, there will be no need- for any 
special assistance on the part of the Government. It will be a healthy competition? There would be no 
need of assistance, more than would be necessary to give the works a fair start. 

1041. By tlte C!iairman.-It would recommend itself to people as ·an ordinary commercial specula
tion? Yes. 

1042. Do you think the offer by the Government of a sma] bonus per ton of bullion would hasten 
the establishment of large smelting works 'either in Hobart or at Zeehan? I think it should, most 
assuredly although I don't know the temper of those who would be likely to engage in it. 

1043. How long would it be before those works could be put i:ri working order? They should be 
ready in four and a-half months from the commencement of building operations. When finished ~t would 
not take two weeks to have them working and turning out bullion. 

1044. Would it be necessary for the Government to offer a bonus for any length of time? No. 
1045. For twelve months, say? That would b~ ample. Once the foreign ore-buyers were broken, 

the industry would be established· here. 
1046. Don't you think this would be as legitimate an industry as others for vi'hich bonuses are offered 

by the Government, the cultivation of beet-root for instance? Yes. I don't think the Government could 
establish smelting works themselves, as there is so much roundabout work to be gone through if the 
Government do anything of the kind. 

1047. Do you know if there was a profit upon your smelting .operations at Zeehan? I think there 
was a profit of from £750 to £780 for sixty-two days' work. It was on 3076 tons. 

1048. You made no allowance for deterioration of plant ? No. 
1049. And of course you had nothing to pay for repairs ? That is included. The blacksmiths and 

carpenters were all working directly we commenced to smelt. 
1050. By :rlr. Bradley.-Taking the ore from Zeehan to Germany must necessitate a fair proportion 

of'loss ? Yes. 
· 1051. And that would be in favour of local smelting works? Yes. It amounts to a very considei-able 

quantity,----6' to 8 per cent. in some cases. 
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FRANCIS BELSTEAD, recallei 
1052. By the C!tairman.-Since ·you last appeared before the Committee, you have visited Mount 

Cameron, have you not ? Yes. 
1053. And had opportunities of making enquiries into the subjects we asked you ahout before? Yes. 
1054. Can you give us any farther information now? The manager of the Mount Camerqn water

race·, lVJ r. Griffin, has given me certain information that I was not aware of when last here. I talked the
matter over with him ; and he pointed out an abandoned claim, near Gladstone, upon which twenty men. 
could be profitably employed. Mr. Griffin, who is an eminently practical man, has a high opinion of the 
ground. It could be supplied with water from the race ; and most of the dead work has been done. The 
men could start in to-morrow. 

1055. By M1·. J.1:lacdonald.-On what terms ii:? it proposed they should work the claim? It is 
suggested that they should be given rations and a fairly liberal percentage of the tin raised, as an induce
ment to them to work. . . 

1056. B.1/ .M1·. 1Voollnoug!t.-W ould they have any dearl work to begin with ? No, I don't think so.
They would have to work until they had a clean up, which would take a month, possibly. 

1057. By J.1fr. Macdonald.-W_ould the cost of the rations be deducted from the results? No, I 
don't think so. 

1058'.. if they made 6.~. 01, 7 s. a day, you would not suggest that they should get rations as well? No.
J t would have to be so arranged that if the claim yielded so much as to g·ive them their tribute, as we 
might term it, of anything over 6s. a day, tbey should have to pay for their rations. 

1059. By the C!tairman.-That would only give employment to 20 men? Yes, to 4 parties of 5 men•. 
each, working around the face. It is deep ground, and they would have to have some knowledge of minil!.g.
Mr. Griffin, the Manager of the race, lives close by, and he.could visit the mine once or twice a day, ancl 
direct the work. 

1060. Are there not plenty of men in that locality out of employment? There arc plenty of men who• 
are not doing any too well, but there are no unemployed there. I don't know of an unemployed man in 
the district. 

1061. This scheme, then, would give employment to 20 men out of one of the cities ? Yes. 
1062. Don't you think it would be preferable to send married men there, giving them a l~w rate oC 

wages an~ a percentage of the tin ? The only difficulty is that miners have a strong aversion to the rate of 
wages bemg lowered. 

1063. By Mr. 11:lacdonald.-The feeling in Derby when I was there was that a small wage should be. 
given, with a share in the results? Yes, that is the general wish. There is always a chance of making· 
something. 

1064. ~y the C!tairman.-W' ould you propose to send these men up free of cost? They cannot get 
there otherwise. · 

1065. Would there be any initial cost to the Gove1~nment? There would be an outlay required of· 
£100 for piping, hosing,.and tools. We calculated it out, and it came roughly to £100. 

1066. By M1,. Bmdley.-Did you come to any conclusion as to how long that tin-bearing ground" 
would last? No; but there is over 30 acres of the ground, and it is all more or less tin-bearing. A good 
deal of this .£100 would be laid out in piping and hm1ing, which are readily saleable in that locality. 

1067. Is there any other part of Mount Cameron you know of where men could be sent? No, not
immediately available. Most of the ground where a number of men could be sent is taken up. 

1068. By the Chairman.-Yon are really of opinion that there would be no risk in spending this £100· 
to give the men a start? None at all. There is every chance of the Government getting it back fourfold. 
With labour at such a cheap rate and water for nothing, if the Government cannot get £100 out of the 
ground, then all I can ·say is that it must be hard lines for the men who are not subsidised in this way. 

1069. :Mr. Ogilvy has forwarded us some suggestions for utilising the unemployed.· One is in regard to 
improving the public estate by irrigating it from the Mount Cameron water-race? The land there is of the 
ve'.y poorest description. On the other side of the Mussel Roe River there is good land, but it is hard.ly 
within range of the Mount Cameron water-race. 

1070. There is another suggestion, in recrard to draining Dowsett's Marsh? I do not know anything of 
the quality of the land there, but, by the look of the timber about it, I should not think it was worth mul)h. 

lOil. Then there is a suggestion as to sending the diamond drill to the Blue Tier? I have recom
mended that on several occasions, but I don't think I have done so before this Committee. 

1072. Have you any further suggestions to make to· the Committee? No, there is nothing further 
that I know of. 

1073. By 1lfr. J.l:lacdonald.-Do you tl1ink a more rigid enforcement of the labour clauses would be 
beneficial? I think so. But all miners know that if they make an application for forfeiture of a claim 
their applications will be dealt with ·and the land forfeited, unless there is valid reason for doing otherwise. 

10i4. It is stated at Derby that there is work there for 100 men if they could 1get hold of it?. The 
lessees have fulfilled their labour covenants at Derhv, so that no one can interfere with them unless 
the Act is altered, which would not be desirable. · 

1075. By J.111-. TVoollnough.-It is stated that in many cases all the available water has been taken up, 
and individual miners have been unable to get any. Have you had any complaints made to you in regard to 
that? None whatever. It is not likely to take place, because people have \o pay for all the water 
they take, which is a safeguard against their taking more than they require to use. 
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JOHN GEORGE DAVIES, called and examined. 

1076. By the Chafrman.-What is your name? lTohn µeorge Davies. 
1077. You are a Member of the House of Assembly for the Fingal District? Yes. 

1078. Do you know the object of the Committee? I do. 
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1079. And yqu are acquainted with the peculiar mining features of your district, are you not? Yes,. 
I am. 

1·0EO. And do you think you can assist the Committee with any suggestions in regard to the matter, 
either aE to putting men to win tin, or as to altering the regulations so as to enable men to get on the 
ground? As. far as mining is concerned I cannot hold out any hopes to the Committee of finding employ
ment for_rnen in my district, simply because there are so many men there who have been engaged in 
alluvial mini Ilg who are now thrown 011t of employment because they cannot get tin, at a rnmunerative rate. 
Many of these men have just been hanging on for some time past in the hopes that some of the lode mines 
wouid be eventually worked by Companies; and it would be unfair-in fact, unjust on my part to say 
there would be any chance· there to employ men from other places. I do know where employment could 
be given to 50 or 60 men in my district without in anv way interfering with the labour market, so far as 
mining is concerned. · · · 

1081. In what way? I am able to speak not only from my own knowledge of my district, but from 
the opirrions I have heard from others, and I can sav ther~ are one or two spots where labour could be 
em'ployed, and profitably employed, with direct advantage to the State. l refer to the continuation of the 

· road at South George's River, which has been made out of Waste Lands money and track money. 
If continued, this road would open up :t!most immediately & most important trade, in the first place between 
the settlement of George's River and Mathinna, and thus give an outlet to the small farmers there to get 
rid of fieir dairy produce locally, instead of having to send it to Hobart or Launceston. By openincr up• 
a rond 18 or 20 miles in length, we wo·.ild have a home market, which would be very beneficial; a~d it 
would also be the means of opening up a large tract of country, and I have reason to know there are 
several thousands of acres in that locality which· would be alm~st immediately taken up for selection. · 
Beeause there is no possibility of peoph getting ingress or egress to it, the land remains in a state of nature. 
I am strongly of opinion if .50 or 60 men were put on at a wage,-i:iot a starvation wage, because I do 
not believe in that principle at all-under one or two good overseers, very good work. would ·be done, and 
employment given, and within 12 mon~bs tire Colony would reap the benefit by a great deal of this land 
being ·taken up for selection. 

1082. Would there be a probability of opening up fresh mineral land? A certain portion of this land 
is withdrawn from selection, a fact wh~ch I deprecate strongly. I have every reason to believe that this 
road will lead to new mineral discoveries, more particularly at the head of the Scamander River, which 
locality, perhaps unknown to you, is attracting a good deal of attention just now. A new company has 
been formed to work there, and has m::.de some very promising discoveries ; and in fact I urged on the 
Government rece11 tly the necessity of sending up the Geological Surveyor to report on this country; I 
think such a report would be very useful I would also like to draw the attention of the Committee to· 
this fact that there are tracks in that district which have been passed by Parliament and not gone on with; 
and altbough the work has been laid out the money has not been expended. However, the general run 
of labour in my district is fairly well employed, and.it would not be out of place if some of the men from 
the towns we1'e sent up there. One road, I may mention, going through properties owned by Lowry and 
others, has been advertised for tender four times,and none of the tenders have come near the estimate of the 
overseer. There is a chance now, if the overseer thinks he can get it done for the money, to put men on 
at once. It would employ 20 or 30 men for the next few months. ' , 

1083. What is the amount voted for that road? I cannot tell exactly, as it is under the Waste Lands 
Act. I know the overseer, and I think he is a very good and careful man. 

1084. Is there any opportunity of sending people fossicking, as they do in the other colonies, i1p Mangana 
way ? It would not do here, unless a man has some knowl~dge of the country. It is not like open country; 
a man must be a good bushman, and must know something about the business too. 

J085. ·would you be in favour of the Government giving Railway passes and free Miners' Rights to 
men who had had experience in gold mining? I would give them a Railway pass but not a Miner's Right, 
because: I cannot see why you should make any difference between tbe unemployed in the cities and those 
who rEmain in the country. In my own district and in Ringarooma there are scores of men in the same 
circumstances as these men men in the cities, but these poor fellows won't go into the cities. I don't 
believe in )Liners' Rights at all-I think we should do without them. 
· 108G. Do you know if there are many unemployed in your district-at the Blue Tier especially? I 
think there are about 40 or 50 men at the top end of my district who are on the verge of starvation; but 
on the St. Mary's side there is no such thing as poverty. Round about the Lottah and Gould's Country 
and that district there are men who can just exist. They :1ave their little hom.es and families, and have been 
living on in expectation that something is going to turn up at the Blue Tier. 

1087. Are not these people able to 'go" gully-raking"? They, ~ost of them, do that now, but in 
conse~uence of the low price of tin and the poorness of the ground they have to work, a man who can 
earn .£] a week does precious well. I am sure a lot of them do not eam £1 a week. 

1088. Do you think there is any alluvial ground ou any of the tin-mining leases there which would 
give employment. to these men or others if it were available? From my own experience of the Blue Tier 
I think the small amount of alluvial ground that might be found would be hardly worth while interfering 
with. The ground is principally lode-mining, and can .only be worked by machinery, and another great 
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1089. We have been told by a man who knows the Blue Tier very well, that if it were not for the 
large sum that is exacted for tribute, men could m_ake a very fair living by getting the anuvial tin, V the 
land was free to them. He mentioned the Lottah particularly ; he said a'.lfout 200 men 'could· be employed 
there? I happen to ·know the _man· who made that statement. - ._, ' 

1090. Do you think it is conect? I would not like to set my opinioq ·up against that of a practical 
man; but I know him to be a very sanguine nian. I wish it were so_; l;mt I really don't think it is. I 
have argued the point out over and over again·; and, in my opinion, "the "Blue ·Tier cari ·never be wo_rked: 
to advantage unless capital is brought in to do it. It is a large lod_e formation, or a "blow" of tin, very 
much like the Anchor, and there is no doubt that the only way to work- it'·profitably woulcl' be on a very 
large scale, wl?-ich would mean a very lai·ge amount of capitat Thaf is my opini_on, ,and' I think the 
opinion of all practical men who speak from an unprejudiced point of view. · · 

1091. It has b~en su.ggested to send the diamond d.rill there? Yes.· · 
1092. That has not been done?, No. I have advocatrd it myself. all through; but I think if the 

Government were to open up a prospecting shaft it would be very much bette1·. ·. . 
1093. Would you recommend the Government to· open up a prospecting sh~ft? Yes, that is the view 

I have always taken; and it will have to be done eventually.' A great many of'. 1thesc things will have to 
be done by the Colony; and it is very much better that a site should be fixed on, whether on leased or 
unleased ground, to test these tin mines to a depth, by means of a shaft, than b'y the diamond drill. If we 
got ouly one good mine opened· up that way,·capital would be immediately-brought into the Colony. I 
think the Government should spend about £J000 in sinking- a shaft 500 or 600 feet deep, and open it up, 
say, for 100 feet on each side, selling it by auction when finished.·' · 

. 10lJ4. By J.lfr. 1'J!Iacd01iald.-Or working it on tribute? Yes, or working- it on tribute. There has 
been a great deal of talk about a prospecting vote, hut this is the best possible prospecting vote you can 
~~ . . ... 

J 095. Do you think the Blue Tier is as good a pl,ace as any? As far as our district is concerned you 
could not have n better place: At Ben Lomond things are lookin'g very well, and· they don't want it. 
The Blue Tier failed as the West Coast and Mt. Heemskirk failed-they had to stop when they should 
have gone on. · ' · ' 

1,096. Do yon know that_ the Ne~ Moon claim is for snle? Yes, with the machinery on it. 
1097. Would you be in favour of the Go~ernment purchasing that property and developing it to 

prove the existence of such an ore body as would lead to sufficient capital coming forward to work it? 
Precisely so. We only want to prove 'it to a 'depth, and then private enterprise would come in. It is 
want of faith, caused by the losses many people !rave sustained, th~t is causing capital to hold back at 
present. ' · _ 

· 1098. Do you think there would be very much risk in 1he Government undertalf.ing that work? I am 
not a practical miner, as you know; but, from all"t.he information I have ever received 011 the subject, there 
is no doubt that if a shaft were slink to a ·depth of 500 or 600 feet, and opened o'ut, a body of stuff would 
be found ,vhich would make it payable for any compauy. · · · · · 

1099. Would it not cost mor~ "than .£5000 ·to sir/k to that· depth? Oh no; you could get the shaft 
put down for £3000 or so. It is very easy ground, ·and the ·stone is flaky, 80 that the difficulty of getting 
it ont is not great. At_ Mat.hinna, ·nearly" all the work uf the Golden Gate Co'mpany1 which is the chief 
mine of the District, is done by contract. · . · · 

1100. Do you endorse Mr: Counsel's opinion as to the good land lying south east of St. Helen's? Yes. 
1101. Do you think there would be plenty of settlers to'take that land.up, if it was available·? -I have 

not the slightest doubt in my mind, if the principle is adopted of first of all. fixing the area, and putting the 
road through, and cutting 1he land into 50-acre blocks, thnt every block would be taken up and settled upon. 

1102. Would you advocate survey before selection? I"liave nlways advocated it. Half the unnecessary 
~xpense i~ the past in roads has been caused by the absurd idea of people selecting here and there, whereas, 
1f a certarn block were surveyed, and a proper road cut to it, mnch of the expense would be sa vcd. Yon 
llfive only to go to my district to see the absurdity of the present system. . · 

1103. B:!J Mr. Bradley.-Is there any p~1mping gear ·att~ched to the M'Gough machinery? No. 
1104. Would not t.lie Government have to get p11mping machinery if they pnrchasctl it'! I don't 

know. There is not much water there. The machinery is not very_ large. It is only a 30-head battery, 
and not nearly large en·ough to work the claim successfully, though it is large enough to prove it. 

1105. B.11 Jl!r. J.lf acdonald.-Wbat is your opinion as to the labour clauses-do yon think they should 
be more strictly enforced in ·the mining districts"! It ts a very difficult subject, and i11clndcs atlvantages 
and disadvantages. There is no doubt in the world that if were to insist on the labour clanse·s as they are 
at present_bcing canied out we would do a greot deal of injury to mining. In my opinion, it would be 
better to liberalise the labour clauses before insisting upon their being carried out. The uumlier of men 
which a.Company is required to keep at ,rnrk is too great; and it· would be very"much better to !'educe 
the number, and then insist on the labour clauses being carried out. I feel sure that if we attempt to carry 
out he labour clauses as ,they are at present, the country would lose a great 'deal ofrevenue. 

1106. B11 the Chairman.-I will put the questioi1 in another way. Wlmt would be the. effect of a 
general enforcement of the labour clauses in regard to giving employment..,....:.would it throw open land, and 
thus give employment to men ? From my own experience I do not think it would, because it would 

- occasion a considerable loss to the revenue, and I don't think we wou1µ reap any advantage from it. With 
veryfew exceptions, the land that is occupied how on lease is virtually orily suitable fo1·_ companies.-· 
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1107. By jJ!f.r. Woolbwug~i.-When you speak of the Government spending money at the Blue Tier,. 

is it with a view of prospecting new ground, or ground already leased? I don't care which it is. If the 
Government once proves that these lodes a1·e payable at a depth, there will be no difficulty in_ getting 
capital brought in to further develop them, thus giving employment tp hundreds of men. 

1108. Do you not tliink the _diamon.d drill would do as well? The diamond drill is all very well in 
some respects, but in a country like the Blue Tier I don't think it would be so useful, or attain the object 
we have in view. The diamond drill is all very well if you cannot_ get anything else. 

1109. How would yon suggest that n-1~y money given by the Government shonhl be used? I would 
s~ggPst that a practical man,-a -geologist who knows that country-should be sent up to fix upon a site, 
and a shaft should then be snnk, say 500 feet, and opened up p,erhaps 100 feet on each side. This would be 
the means of inducing capital to come iE and develop that hagh mountain of ore which is there? 

1110. Do you think that it would be advisable for the Government to test fo1· lode tin experimentally? 
Yes, the Govemment could do this a~ well as other things. We all know we must be depen·dent upon the 
success of our mines, and I_ think £5000 spe_nt that way would not be money lost. Supposing this experi
ment were tried upon leased land and goocl stuff were found, the company who were the original owners 
should have the po~er to work that mine, the Government being repaid, as a first charg~, the money they 
expended, with four or five per cent. interest. 

1111. By J.l:l·r. Br-adley.-With regard to the _enforcement of the labour covenants, do you think if the 
Government enforced them wholesale the evil would be just as great? Yes, it would be jumping out of the 
frying-pan into the fire. · 

1112. If a section is forfeited anpther person can take it up and let it lie idle for 12 months, and no one 
can touch him? Yes. , · 

1113. And many sections that are-now paying rent would be entirely forfeited? Yes. It would be a 
very unwise step to take at the present juncture. _ 

1114. By the Cltairmon.-Do you think that the present system is the best one, or would you be in 
favour of land being forfeited ipse facto? [ think if you liberalise the labour clauses by reducing the· 
number of men that is necessary to employ then you might enforce the law, arid ,if the clauses are not. 
carried out, then forfeiture should follow as a matter of course. 

DONALD CAMPBELL URQUHART, called and examined. 

1115. By the C!iairman.-What is .your naine? D~nald Campbell Urquhart. 
1116. You are the Member ofth;i Rouse of Assemblv for the District ofMontagu? Yes. . ' 
1117. Do you know the object of this Committee~ Yes. 

· 1118. Are you able to make any sugcrestions which would be of value to the Committee? _ I have to
interview the Minister of Lands almost im~ediately in regard to some urgent works whieh will be required. 

1119. Of what character are those' works? _ Making tracks beyond the Maestri's mine down the 
Stanley River. _ - · 

1120. Is that all mineral country ? Yes. I have been informed by several of the mineral lessees that 
unless they can get tracks'they will for_feit their sections; they are paying rents, but it is impossible to work 
them. - · 

1121. In what locality are those sections? On the Stanley River, and towards the Pieman. 
1122. Are there not some very good reports from the Stanley River? Yes, so far as tin is concerned, 

but there are no means of getting the stuff in. 
1123. Have you any reliable information about that particular field which would justify us in making any 

recommendation ? A large area of land has been taken up, and rent is being paid upo:i it. 
1124. Has any quantity of tin been got out? The surface indications are very favourable. 

. 1125. Bu~ cutting tracks is not likely to give employment to a large _number of men? . No; but it 
will help to relieve the congested state of the Zeehan Jabour market and will open up the mmeral fields, 
and, when the fields are opened up, men will be enabled to go and work them. 

112~. Are there to your knowl,edge many mines, or any mines, at Zeehan now that are no~ being 
worked which would give employment to men if they were available? There are many c~mpames who 
hold large areas of land who are keEping within the four corners of the Act, but who practically are not 
doing any work. 

1127. These 'mines might find employment for a larcre number of men? Yes, and sections could be 
let on tribute if the companies would make reasonable t~rms. I can instance the Silver King and Silver 
Queen Companies, which own hundreds of acres each. 
. 1128. Are these companies letting their ground on tribute? Yes; but they could let far more if they 
only asked reasonable terms. . 

1129. Do you know of any other mines where, by the enforrement of the labour clauses, ~en c~nid 
be profitably employed? I was not aware I was to O'ive evidence until yesterday afternoon, or I 1mgh_t 
?ave obtained fuller infoi·mation; but I can tell you ihis;..there js a feelin~ in the Zeeha~ Dis~rict that_th~re 
1s a tremendous amount of land locked up by speculators. There are grievous complamts m that d1str1ct 
about the non-compliance with the labour clauses: 

1130. To rem_edy that, would you propose a general enforcement of the labour clauses ? There ~re 
now facilities thrown in the way of men which did not exist when Zeehan was discovered, and I thmk 
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tpe · labour clanses should be more rigidly enforced than they are.. With that in view, I think the proceed
ings in regard to enforcement should be judicial and not departmental. As it is, .in cases where the Com
missioner may recommend forfeiture, backstairs influence, both .political and social, is brought to bear on the 
Minister of Lands. When I was addressing the electors of Montagti I was asked, "What would you do 
if you were Minister of Lands?'' and ·1 said there was a strong probability, if my constituents were the 
persons pulling the strings, that I would do the same as the Minister of Lands did. · 

1131.· Do you think these cases would be more fairly tried and a more just judgmeut given if they were 
dealt with by a judicial tribunal? There is no question about it; . , 

1132. But the Act does not provide for that, does it? 'l'he Act simply says that the Minister of Lands 
shall do so and so. There is no provision in the Act for the Commissioner giving a recommendation; all 
he can do is to take the statements down, and forward them to the Minister of Lands for his consideration. 
I quite recognise that in some cases it would not be advisable to rigidly enforc!) the clauses, but a great deal 
depeuds on tl!e field and the individual cases. In regard 1to the Mount Reid case I think it was a grave 
mistake; On the West Coast there is a great deal of gold-bearing country, and, as many thousands of acres 
are held under mineral leases, all prospecting has been stopped. 

1133. By M1·. B1·adley.-Do you think that making tracks would give further employment? I 
have no hesitation in saying that if tracks are made to the Stanley River there will -be ;in immediate increase 
in the I).mount of employment available. There is a very considerable ·area of virgin mineral land there, 
and a very small expenditure, say, £100, would open it up. 

1134. By .Ll:fr. Macdonald.-Would you favour the adoption of the mining laws as suggested at th~ 
Derby Conference'! . Yes, the Boards would he useful to see what land it would he necessary to throw 
open,· and to frame by-laws to regulate it, but whether I would put the whole judicial power into their 
hands is a matter that would require consideration, because the members of the Boards would be unin
formed in reg-ard to legal p~ints. I know that the Zeehan people ar.e in. favour of Mining Boards, but I 
know they do not seek to acquire judicial power. In many of these cases a number of witnesses are 
brought forward, and if the Mining Boards held judicial powers, they might ~e sitting for' two or three 
weeks at a time. I do_n't think any Mining Board w011ld undertake those cases grati11. 

1135. Do you think any miners on the West Coast are injured in any way by the ~ater-rig-hts being 
tied up. by certain speculators? Up to the present there have been no complaints of anything of that sort. 

1136. B:11 lJfr. lVoollnoug!t.-You are then of opinion that the decisions upon the labour clauses ought 
to be independent, and out of the hands of the Minister of Lands? Yes, and -I have spoken most strongly 
upon that matter. 

1137. And have you made up your mind as to who sliould have the power of d_ecision? I think the 
Commissioners of Mines would be the proper functionaries to deal with the matter. , 

1138. Would you leave it entirely in their hands? Probably,-yes. 
1139._ Would the present low price of_tin hinder people from taking up alluvial tin on tribute? In 

onr district the tin is comparatively a new industry, and has not reached that stuge yet. I might point out 
that the West Cumberland mine was tied up·fo1; ten or twelve years and no person could d.eal with it; 
•simply because they had in the past speut large sums of money, the Minister of Lands would not forfeit 
the lease. The lease was forfeited at l_ast; and immediately it was taken up, and was producing a ton a 
week from the stuff that was cast aside. That is one instance of property being tied up. · 

1140. Are not leaseholders acting against their own interests in asking too much tribute? In mv 
opinion they are; hut the people ure competing against themselves· to get the employment. I object to 
the system on the ground that if the land is worth working on tribute it is worth working by the 
company. 

1141. Would not the question of want of capital come in there? In that case the· company should 
be re-formed. 

· 1142. Would it not also depend on the price of the mineral? If it would pay :°"en to work it with 
the tribute against them, it ought to pay the company. 

1143. This is really a question of whether you shall hinder capital from coming in? We are ·simply 
asked to find work for the unemployed, and we say that owing to the way the miner;i.l lands of the Colony 
are shut up, labour is shut_ out. 

1144. It seems to me that there are two points to be considered. One is as to who should be entrusted 
with the power of enforcing the labour clauses, and the other is whether the labour clauses_ are sufficiently 
st1·ingent? Speaking- from memory, for every 80 acre" of land, 3 men are to be employed for 9 months in 
the year. If you have three 80-acre sections yo11 would be supposed to employ 9 men, but yon can con
centrate them on one section, leaving the rest untouched. Wo.rkings of this kind are confined to 4 
or 5 acres; and thc·practice in this part of the world is, if the particular portion being worked is rich, to 
sell the rest upon the good report of the piece being worked; ' 

1145._ Hp.ve you any idea of how that could be met by regulations? In mr ndd1·ess to the electors I 
advocated the plan of not allowing any company to hold more than 80 acres. '!'hat is quite suffici_ent for 
any one company. Plenty of companies hold 4 or 5 sections where they cannot· work one for the want 
of capital. 

1146. Supposing you had a company with a very large capital? It would take a very large capital 
indeed tn thoroughly work one of these 80-acre sectioris.- The Western Company; for instance, have spent 
40 or 50 thousand pounds, and the whole of their working is confined to 2 acres. 'l'hat is a very large 
company, and_ they have won a lot of ore, which has gone in machinery, and 80 acres is quite 
enough for them to work. If they had another 80 acres.adjoining,_they would not work it, but would float 
another company. Each SO-acre section ought to have a certain number of men employed upon it. 

,. l 
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1147. By J.lfr. Bradley.-Would you recommend ,he Act being made to provide for men being
employed upon each section? Yes, instead· of allowing t:hem to concentrate all their men upon one section. 

1148. And in that way it would force companies who hold several sections to either -let them on 
tribute or work them themselves? Yes. 

1149. This applies more particularly to Zeehan? Yes. 
. 1150. By Mr. lVoollnough.-,-W ould y.ou allow more sections than one to be taken up by each 

company? I quite recognize that you cannot prevent companies from taking up sev·eral sections, as they 
are taken up in the names of the direc;;ors ; but it should be compulsory that men should be employed on 
each section. 

The Committee then adjourned. 

APPENDIX A. 

SUGGESTIONS by tlte Member for Brigltton for tlte consideration of tlte Select Committee 
appointed b11 Parliament to report upon tlte best means of providing Work for the Unemployed. 

Metropolitan· Drainage. 
It is stated that the cost of the Pan System is equal to a rate of about 6½d, in the £, and that. this 

rate levied upon the annual value of ·property in Hobart will produce a sum of over £5000 a year, which 
sum is sufficient to pay interest upon th9 total cost of carrying out the Und~rground Drainage System for 
the City. If this is so, ought not the work to be commenced at once, as it is reproductive in the strictest 
isense of tlie word? Mr. Mault can supply the exact data. 

· The Hobart Streets. 
It is quite clear t'lmt the Corporation is very shor·t of funds, and that the rates are enormous, but if 

assisted by the Government might no_t t1iey be expected to add to any funds which may be supplied by 
Parliament for the purpose of improving their own City'. Quayle-street should. be at once made, and 
several other streets in the suburbs could be constructed, and as these works are suggested to meet the 
.unemployed difficulty, the Govemment might contrib'ute .£1 for every £1 contributed by the Corporation, 
or if the Government spend £1000 or .£2000 on such works, and the Corporation could not raise a similar 
sum just now, Parliamen~ might find the whole amount upon the Corporation undertaking to pay interest 
upon half the sum, and repay the capital, that is, thei_r half, at tl~eir convenience. 

JHetal. 
A few men might be started breal~ing meta-] at each of the Corporation quarries, and Parliament 

might vote the money until the Corporation require to use the metal, ·and they should then repay the cost. 

Exhibition. 
Can any men be employed preparing an.d beautifying the grounds surrounding the Exhibition at the 

expense of the Government, or would Parliament consider that their contribution of £6000 is sufficient 
assistance to render this import.ant work? 

Pleasure Grounds. 
It is absolutely certain that Tasmania has greatly neglected her natural advantages as a land for 

to11rists. New Zealand has spent many thousands upon opening up and improving beauty spots, and the 
retum on this outlay has been enormous. Some time ago the New South Wales Government 'employed a 
number of men out of work in construcfng roads and other conveniences in the National Park at Sydney, 
and it is now admitted that such work wis am ply justified by the improvement made in the pleasure ground 
of the people. It~ as seems certain, money has now to be spent upon '\\:Orks which are not directly repro
ductive, the following are suggested as a great i1!.!provement to Hobart and its 'surroundings, and which 
indirectly would yield some return. 

Constmct a carriage drive from the Huon Road to the beginning of the Ploughed Field, Mount 
Wellington, or take it at least as far ae the Springs; this wo1lld most certainly lead to the erection of a 
hotel at the latter place, and it is believeci. that such a hotel managed in connection with a laro·e hotel in 
Hobart, or with the hotel ·and lodging-houses at Fern Tree, would pay for _a few months of th~ year, and 
could be shut up during the winter. The return for this work would be the enormous traili.c to the livery 
stable, omnibus, and cab proprietors during the whole of the summer months, and if thought desirable, a 
fund could be obtained for keeping the road in repair by arranging with the hotel-keeper or the present 
C,orporation caretaker to collect a small toll in respect of every vehicle and horse reaching the Springs. 
If it is thought undesirable to continue the road to the top of the mountain, it could at_ least be continued 
for about one and a_ half ll!iles along the Falls 'l'rack, as far as the old watercourse is cut, and this road_ 
would be al1;1ost perfectly level, and it is sufficiently wide in a great many places and requires no 
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construction except forming and the watercourse filled up, for it is cut through gravel the whole distance, 
which will make an excellent driving road· without either metal or blinding-. .This drive would be 
unrivalled for its beauty, and would be the ad.miration of every tourist°, and prove the best possible means 
of advertising Tasmania. A track should then be cut from the end of this road to the track to St. 
Crispin's W:ell. 

. Hundreds of our people, as well as Tourists, would visit this lovely spot (St. Crispin's Well) if given 
slig-ht encouragement. Could not a road be made there ?-the ground for most of the way affording 1wery 
facility; or, if found more suitable, could the Gove'i·nment place at the disposal of the Corportion, or sell to 
them at a very moderate cost, sufficient old railway rails to re-lay the tramway to St. Crispin's? A couple 
of trollies with easy springs could then be constructed, and the farmers in the neighbourhood could always 
be relied upon for supplying a horse and driver to take parties to the well. It is believed that the tram
way could be re-laid for £1200, or, say, an annual cost for interest between £50 and £60. Half of 
this annual sum the Corporation can afford to pay for the facilities which the tramway would afford them 
in maintaining their waterworks, and the other half might b~ raised by a toll upon passengers, or by letting 
to a respectable lessee the exclusive right of taking passengers alon'g the ·Jine. An admirable track has been 
cut from the· Trolly House to Snake Plains, and this track might be continued to the Falls road before 
referred to. Other roads for the benefit of holiday makers and tourists have been suggested, such as <'On-

. tinu,ng the Waterworks Road round to the west end of the upper Reservoir, and then along the Turnip Field, 
belonging to the Cascade Company, up to the Huon Road. 

A Tea House or Arbour for Picnicke1·s • might be erected at the western end of the top Reservoir. 
The road from the H non Road through Summerleas to Kingston should be kept in good repair. It is 
becoming a most fashionable d1ive; and, for scenery, the all-round trip from Hobart to Kingston and back 
via Fem Tree is perhaps unrivalled in Australia. About a mile and a-half of Proctor's Road to Kingston 
requires constructing. It might be well to add this rriissfog link, as this makes a charming bush-drive 
for those who have not time to visit Kingston by the Huon Road. 

. , If the o,vners would consent, a drive could be formed with very little expense round the Long Beach, 
by fqrming a small causeway of stones at Captain Miles', and by asking Mr. Gellibrand to give a small. 
piece oflancl· at the southern end to enable vehicles to drive from the beach on to the Kingston Roar!. 

Denvent Parlt. 
The road from the Main Road to Derwent Pai·k has been partly made by vote of £250 granted by 

Parliament. It might be continued, via Prince of Wale,s' Bay, to meet the Risdon Road,-thus making a 
most delightful drive ; and, one or two street!'\ 01, roads might be laid out through Derwent Park, which 
would eriliance the value_ of this property if ever tJie Gov_ernment needed to sell or use it. . 

Country •Roads. 
If contracts to the extent of £800 a week are being entered into, might not this sum be slightly 

curtailed and some of the work in connection with these roads and the roads under the Waste Lands Act 
Fund be reserved for some of the Hobart and Launceston unemployed, who could construct some of these 
roads on the Bently gang system? 

Qua1·ries. 
A few men might be kept going af quarries on. the H uon road and other places in advance of present 

requirements, as the metal does not deteriorate, and the only loss wonld be the interest on the cost of 
ln·eaking. 

Land Settlement. 
.Would it q.o to form a labour colony near the terminus of any railway, where men could be· sent to 

assist in clai1·ying and growing potatoes and vegetables and rearing pigs and poultry? Pay them chiefly 
in rations in proportion to the value of their work as a co-operative concern. It would be found that the 
gross cost of their keep would be very small, and the net cost would be reduced to a very low minimum 
when the value of what they produced was deducted. This place would be suitable for old men, single 
men, and boys who could not get employment elsewhere, and who were in absolute need of shelter and 

. food, and should be made a resting-place or stepping-stone to more lucrative employment. 

Village Settlement. 
Both the Union and Commercial Banks have offered to sell the Government properties at the valuation 

mentioned in the roll,· or at such other price as may be agreed, and re9eive in payment Debentures bearing 
3 per cent. with 5 years' currency. This would enable the Government to let a man land to 
the value of £100 at £3 a year for the first 5 years, and if the Government found it absolutely 
necessary to make an advance of, s0y £20, to help each settler through his first winter, he could 
be charged an extra £1, or £20 a year, in repayment of this advance, and yet hiti total rent 
1"ould not exceed £5 per annum. I believe no village settlement will succeed unless backed up by 
Gov:ermnent cont,racts, or employment found outside the settlement for a short time during each year; as this 
seems unlikely to be obtained, I incline to the opinion that any scheme of land settlement will fail unless 
the Government are as:.<isted by the landowner; the latter should express their willingness to take one or 
tw_o families and settle them upon. a small piece of fairly good land, wher.e they <'onld raise vegetables, pigs, 
and poultry, 11-nd run two or three cows, and at the same time undertake to find them work on their own 
:farms ,for at least three oi.· foui· mol)ths in each year; thi_s employment would take the .place of the ca!,lh 
advance~ in the former scheme proposed by the Government, leaving the settler only £3 or £4 p~1· 
annum to pay his landlord for from £50 to £80 worth of land. It would be better to settle 50 families iri 

t 
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this way under the protection and guidance of large landowners who coulJ assist them by advice,. the loan 
of tools, and in a score of ways, than establish three times the 1:umber of families in village settlements, 
two-thirds of whom would probably fail for lack of the ·very assistance just referred to. 

New Settlements. 
Mr. Frodsham the Surveyor, Mr. F. Evans, of Bront~, and others, strongly advise that the 

12,000 acres of first-class and 6000 acres of second class land at the Florentine Valley be opened up 
for settlement by the formation of .a road D miles in length from the end of the present road, which 
extends westerly twenty miles from the Glenora Railway Station past Russell's ·Falls, making the 
total distance from the Station to_ the Florentine 37 miles. Some persons say that the distance is 
too far, but Mr. Frodsham advises that it is not, and that the rich quality of the land will enable 
farmers to dairy and fatten cattle and pigs, and grow abundance of-produce for their own use. It is 
possible that a village settlement could be formed here, if about 30 or 40 suitable settlers accustomed ·to 
the bush are selected with great care, and yon give to them th3 job of making the road : they could then 
work, say five months on the road and seven months on tlieir own holdings; and such a scheme would 
prevent the necessity of any cash advance b7 the Govemment to Village Settlement Committee. If each 
man could earn riot less than £40 in wages on the road he :::ould struggle through the first year by 
working hard on his own land, and taking care to rear pigs and poultry, and produce plenty of potatoes 
and vegetables. If £1200 was spent on the road the first year, this would allow thirty settlers to ·earn £40 
each. £900 spent the second year would enable each of the thirty settlers to earn £30. each, and if £600 
spent the third year, this would give each sEttler £20 in wages, and the total outlay on the road would then 
only be £2700. If lnnd the value of £6000 was soon sold, the purchasers would then be entitled to have 
£3000 spent on roads in the locality, in addition to any special vote by Parliament. A considerahle 
tract of good land exists at the source of th3 Scamande1· River, about 14 miles from the St. Helen's, and 
only a few miles distant from a good road ; this river is formed by· about six small streams; and in the 
vicinity of the streams the land is excellent. ' · . · · 

Similar tracts of splendid land are •to be found at Upper Castra and Nietta, between the Fort~ and 
the '\iVilmot, and at other places on the North West Coast not far from good roads ; and the id~a'. here 
suggested is to create one or more Village Settlements on a tra-2: of really good land and keep ·them going 
by givirig the settlers the benefit of expending all moneys voted. by Parliament or dLrn for roads from ·the 
Waste Land Act Fund. 

APPENDIX B. 

DEAR S1R, 

ON account of the adjournment of you:· Committee this mc-rning it will be impossible for me to attend 
to give evidence, as I leave Hobart for New Zealand this aftemoon. ~ therefore beg to offer the foVowing 
suggestions, which, I trust, may be of some little use to your Committee, and help to settle the very serious 
question of the "unemployed" during the coming winter :- · 
· That 30 or 40 men be sent to the vVest Coast to cut tracks to give access to the country north-east of 
Mount Reid and between Mount Reid and Mount Lyell, coun:ry known to contain both alluvial gold and 
tin in payable quantities, with plenty of room for a large number of men to ma~e a living. If the men 
employed in cutting tracks are encouraged to start winning· gold or tin as soon as they get used to the life, I 
feel satisfied that some hundreds of the "u:iemployed" could be drafted out of the towns during the present 
year. Of course, some discretipn would require to be used i:r, selecting men qualified. for such a life. No 
doubt there would be some failures, but I venture to a~sert that if snch a course is adopted, and relays of 
men sent dqwn as the first lots gradually adopt an independent life, it would greatly reduce the number. of 
the "unemployed," encournging them to be not only self-supporting, but also add greatly to the prosperity 
of the Colony. The success of such a scheme will depend greatly on the ability of the person in charge of 
each party, therefore the greatest care should be taken in selecting suitable men. Its success, would also be 
greatly assisted by the Govemment guaranteeing the storekeeper who might supply the rutions,- as he could 
then supply at the very lowest rates. 

I would suggest that the wages given should not exceed c-s. per day, 80 that the men would prefer to 
take to an independent life at the earliest fOssible moment. 

As these tracks must be cut sooner or later to enable the great mineral wealth of the district to be 
brought to market, it will only be anticipating the- expenditu!'e of the money required, while doing a great 
deal towards solving the very serious matter of finding work for the unemployed. · 

The total cost of such a scheme, with an average of 40 men constantly engaged cutting· tracks for six 
months, includin~ superintendence, would not exceed £2000, which, I take leave to think, would give a 
better return to the Colony than any £20CO it has ever expenc.ed. 

Yours faithfnll?, 

JAMES P. YOUNG. 
E. MULCAHY, Esq., .Ll!f.H.A., Chafrman Select Comrnittee. 

Hobm·t, 12th April, 1894. I ;;'; 
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APPENDIX C. 

Henty, April 12, 1894. 
To the Select Committee of tlw House of Assembly now in conclave to consider and 

report on a practicable ( and humane) 7Jlan to shorten the desiy11ation 
" Un-employed". by its p1·e.firo. 

GENTLEMEN, , 
I wish to represent to your Honorable Committee that a _petition* is now m course of signature to 

present to His· Excellency the Governo1~ in Council, praying that .h.e will be pleased to advise with his 
Responsible .Ministers relative to the appropriation ofa sum of £250.for the purpose of-" (a) Making a 
road about one mile long from Benty siding (Strahan and Zeehan line), including a bridge over the Tully 
Rivulet; (b) From its eastern end, clearing and making a pack-track about 9 or 10 miles." · 

'.!'he road along J. Lloyd's sideline, and thence to the end of Lane and Askin (please refer w chart) 
was laid out and particularised by Mr. R. D. Lord, District Inspector of Works, in August-September, 
1892. The limit s.uggested in the petition is the N.E. peg of J. Lloyd's. 25-acre selection. Gold in 
alluvial depo~it, estimated to be worth £3 per week per man, is at the end of t)ie track on an unnamed 
creek flowing; into. the Henty River at an elevation of about 1800 feet, and in the terraces and flats 
raversed by ii and nunierous small tributaries. 

Two or three of a party which left Old Strahan some years since ( one section of the party· discovered 
the" lron·Blow," Mount Lyell) pushed over the divide between tbe Queen and Henty to this fall, and 
tried the creek, &c. referred to, with the above result, the appliances.being pick, shovel, and dish. A report 
in the Merr:ury some twel_ve months since from a man named Bouch~!' (1 think it was) anent, evidently, 
the Mo.unt Lyell country and formation, gpeaks of this spot also,. as observed by himself and party in 
journeying from Macquarie Harbour to Hamilton side 36 or 38 yeai·s ago. He writes from Queensland, 
and particularly mentions tracking over the divide to the triple falls on this gold creek. He had a gond 
time in the.ever-wet pine forest, and was glad to retrace to th'.e open country of the Linda Valley. 

I have been three times to this creek during the past two. years; and corroborate the report of the 
branch of the original Mount Lyell party which came on this watershed, and with ,this addition, viz., it is 
reefing country, and many reefs showing pyrites are exposed where cut down by the waters. My journey;: 
were made by boat to the debouchment of the creek into the Henty, and thence self and friends ti·avelled 
in 1he creek bed. The country generally is impracticable without l_aborious track-cutting. By river and 
creek bed, though only estimated as 18 or 20 miles to the three big waterfalls (about 240 feet top to bottom 
pool) the up-journeye occupied three days and the returns two; with every energy on strain and muscle 
doing duty. . • 

Thus, even with the (non-possible here) certainty of fine weather, there woulq. be only one working
day out of the week on the gold, or two men keep two packing. I thei·e undehtood 110w £3 per week 
per man fell 66 per cent. short of ·being tempting. But it is seldom the rive1; is sufficiently low for 
expeditioning, and it would be a fatal contt·etemps to be caught by copious rain~. The only retreat would lie 
through the tangle, a chain an hour in parts, if strength lasted. The _Henty at top flood, wl,ere the creek 
join>' it, rises over 35 feet above summer level, as evidenced by debris lodged at that elevation among tree 
limbs and bushes laid horizontal on rock shelves. of the gorges. The river is a maze of fallen timber, 
snags, &c. along many miles, and has a current 10 miles above the railway, in summer, of six miles per 
?our. Tlie flow in the creek, under the c~tchment of one night's rain, would preclude any travelling in 
its bed. . · 
· From the triple falls (a gloriously romantic scene) upward in sti·eam for several miles the creek ha.s 
but little fall except at odd cascades, and runs through a magnificent pine forest, both Macquarie and Red 
Pine. · This appears to cover a vast extent of country. From the falls, which I estimate as at nine miles 
S.S.E. from the Henty ( not as the crow flies, but in actual traversing), I pushed perhaps four or five miles 
through pine, and each affluent of the many observed intersected similarly timbered country. There are 
pines with fully 5000 super. feet of trunk timber in them. One celery-top pine cJose to the top fall stands 
quite 150 feet' high from base to the first limb, and is all out an average 12 feet in girth, and fully 18 six 
foet from the ground. 

I mention the pine to your Honorable Committee as a realisable asset, easily convertible into bread, 
butter, and clothing, &c., when pining as an industry ceases to be licensed and royaltied to death's doQr. 
The timber is there ; the creeks and river are ready to bring it to the railway when facilities for 
loading conic, and by the look of things I humbly think the piners deserve encouraging by bounty rather 
than that ~hey should be so taxed, &c. when working that they find it more paying to idle, and let their 
axes, &c. rust. · 

Why a road is requisite for.the first mile from Henty Siding is :-1. Some 60 chains of the land is 
of a swampy kind -in spring, autumn, and winter, and the balance of the mile will give access' to the 
timber of the first range. 2. As a b1idge across the Tully is also ·of prime necessity, Mr. Lord's plan may 
as well be carried. out so far; and form the first stage to the new gold field, as: well as to open a bit of 
country for splitters, &c. ·. ~ · 

The selectors on the ea~t side of the ·railway have done nothing; but others will buy the land if the 
Honorable Minister declares it forfeited for non-performance of covenants. It was only selected on spec, 
most of the selectors· having never seen it. But re this, and the possible desirability of reserving a 
portion of this land for a feasible village settlement, late_r. . . 

I may remark to your Honorable Committee, whilst· on the suqject of roads and bridges, that l1ad 
that partially made road, and the hridges connecting it, between·Strahan and the beach highway to Henty, 
&c. been made a few inches wider, drays could have used the route. This means, that for want of six 
inches in the cords, where corded, and bridges, where. bridged, the road was made useless at public cost for 
the public use. The bridges are 5 feet wide between the fender logs, and drays usually are 5 feet 4 inches 

., Not requii:ed if the Committee take the matter in hand. 
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outside to outside of tyres. During the whole time of very. heavy wheel traffic preceding the construction• 
and completion of the Strahan and Zeehan Railway, both general and that of Messrs. T. A. Reynolds· 
& C9., whose average was three three-horse drays each way· daily, the old Strahan Road, a circuit of 
nearly five useless miles, had to be used. . 

Thus, in Messrs. Reynold's case, ten useless miles each return journey had to be traversed between• 
points 13¾ miles apart. · . . · 

'l'he same with the general public moving wheeled vehicles, only in their cases. the single journey only· 
was usually undertaken.- · · ' 

Oh, gentlemen, that weary extra five miles,-that lack of six inches in th() hearts of the designer and 
constructor of those bridges ! My horses are not profane, I hope, but when they have to visit Strahan with 
the dray they get very leg-weary at having to travel 34 miles instead of 24, and, like ourselves, are very 
heart-_sunken at arriving home at 1 or 2 A.M. in lieu of7 or 8 P,M. 

How many hundreds have.suffered in degree in like manner, and some now suffer besides us. You· 
will pardon my being strong on roads being made full width where made at all, and _bridges ditto. There
is no appreciable increase of cost between a 5-foot bridge and one 5 ft. 6 in. 

· I need not enlarge on the general benefit likely to accrue to the gold-digger, reefing company, railway 
receipts, storekeeper, and Treasury from sales of town blocks, &c., if this ·road and track are made to. 
facilitate access to and departure from this almost untraversed gold country, nor what may be unravelled 
out of the pine when wise regulations take the place of prEsent embarrassing ones. The facility to reach with 
tools and stores will assist. 

2. The diamond drill in five weeks would be very likely to Rtrike coal on Geologist Creek, 40 chains 
from Mallanna, on the S. & Z. Railway, where Mr. Geologist Montgomery found the shales of the older 
coal.measures and recommended boring. I have mislaid the Government -Geologist's Report, his first'on 
the Zeehan field, in which his remarks about the Henty coal are. The Mines Office will doubtless supply· 
a copy. All leases are forfeited, hence if Government enterprise were rewarded by the finding_ of good 
coal seams, I assume tlie Mines Department would have no difficulty in fixing terms ,by royalty or other
wise. for working the mines, and .the 1280 acres of forfeited leases would cut up into a good niany profitable 
blocks. The coal found on Jones and Bethune's No. 1 lease at 117 feet, by hand bore, was highly 
bituminous, and made true coke. It was technically 'a coal pipe, i,e., a thin layer of a couple of inches in 
_qrey post, an almost infallible sign of large seams of equal quality lower. Here, again, is a township, 
Mallanna, already surveyed. In this case it might be prudent for the Honorable Minister to resume 
selections where cqnditions have not been complied with. The drill would employ some labour, and -if:. 
successfnl, lead up to much employment and money for the Treasury. . 

3. The rates of freight on the Strahan and Zeehan Railway, Line are very much beyond fair 
business payments for services rendered. It may be said I have an axe to grind in this item; but it 
is all in the way of your Honorable Committee's inquest. I have at this writing some 1000 tons 
of good dry gum and blackwood firewood, the debris la:,ing after a clearing burn, and would gladly 
send it to Zeehan for householders' or miners' use per train if the freights were the same as on othel' 
Tasmanian lines, or, more plainly, if after paying freight and cartage there was :any margin. This means I 
would have severai months' work for a-couple of good men, buy seveml tons of liay, &c.· for the horses~ 
give the Strahan horse-shoer an odd shoeing job, and perhaps a dray breakdown to repair, be~ides indirectly, 
finding work for those who would handle the fuel at Zeehai1. Railway rates are 25s. per 5-ton truck, =. 5s .. 
per ton. Firewood won't stand that, though it might stand 15s. per truck. If the Committee can make any 
recommendation: re this matter with effect they will pave the way for two or three men finding several 
months' work. If not, I must jus_t pile the wood up and send it up in smoke, to profit no one, not even 
the Railway Department, whose empty trains on non-steamer days rattle past possible freight. It may be 
said such work would only in effect transfer so many men to Henty, otherwise employed at fuel-g·etting at 
Zeehan. The answer is, that the fuel margin at Zeehan is radiating fast ii.way from the centre, and as 
cartage gets more costly as tlrn winter approaches, people perforce will be driven, much against their 
desires, to economise. This will, it must, r~sult in fewer axes. being at work. Then if freights are reduced, 
there is no reason wl1y wood-cutters under license may not cut a few tl)ousand tons near'the siding, and 
enter th~ lists against me. I will be glad to see them. 

If this 1000 or more tons of fuel can be utilised I can see possible permanent work for four to s5.x 
men ; but freights must be brought to the,common level of the colony. Why, even a bag of cabbages, 
18 to 20, costs two shillings to send to Strahan or Zeehan, or a bag of flour 2s. 6d. to bring to Henty from 

· Strahan, 11 miles. Bridgewater to Constitution Hill, per wagon, a bag of flour used to cost me ls., and 
the man was good enough to carry i_t out of the mill to his wagon, and from his wagon into the houi,e. I 
can send half a ton of cabbages for a fow shillings, but people don't always want half a ton, nor have I 
half a tc,n always ready to cut, so the 2s. kills the operation, and I· feed them to the cows, ( i.e., the 
cabbages, not the people), and let Melbourne do the supplying. _ 

I must say no more, gentlemen, (we are in Tasmania) beyond respectfully asking your Honorable 
Committee's consideration of- · 

1. The roatl and track to ernploy-'-six or eight men on' the road, and two to four on the track. The 
land beyond the Tully, say 500 acres, might be resumed and set apar\ for 20 to 50-acre holdings. It might_ 
be scmbbed now, burnt off in January or February next, sown with grass and picked up, and have debris 
disposed of as firewood. Further, were two acres per holding cleared of all but big stumps, and bush 
homes erEcted, the Govemment would get tenants on clearing lea,ses, and work up a good asset. 

An alternative to the road is a tramway. If the Government prefer to put in a tramway 1 mile, and 
equip it at a total cost of £200, and resume the land to parcel off to men desirous of making homes under 
the terms of the new Act, I will offer to rent the tram at a 10 per cent. rent, and keep it good, setting eight 
or ten men to work splitting and logging right-away. The ground thus will be getting clear of timber. 
There is ,Jemand for laths at Zeehan, also for gen_eral mine timber; bnt here again the necessity for 
reasonable rail way freights crops up. Though silver is down the field is not dead. Tributes and a strict 
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enfo!'cement of the labour covenants of mineral leases, leading to co~operative mining, will keep the field 
going and tend to double its qutput. The laud referred to is good, undulating, and transve!'sed by 
numerous creeks. 

As to the gold and pine at the c!'eek described, men will want no.inviting to the gold when a frack is 
open for travel and supplies. Personally it does not concern me a penny's ,,.orth. I shall not go gold-. 
hunting except in a way not to entail rheumatism, but I am confident there is a gold-field going a-begging '''I 
up there. We know what a gold-field does. · Pine depends on the Legislature to free it to bare nominal 
licence fees just for control purposes. · · ·:·· '::·.:. 

The coal matter does not require recommending. . ,: 
Concluding, I have submitted some information to your Honorable Committee which, if acted qn·, vri.V•:o,~ 

tend to find employment for a.small number at once, and many at an early date, in a way that will· in· any·•,,, 
case recoup the State for its outlay. •1 

· 1·. ,,:,: 

I am, Gentlemen, : : i ,_., 

Your obedient Servant,, .···. ,,;, ,,: 
r. ·,., · i 

THEO. P.·1-1. ·JONES. . :· .. :·1 
1.:" 
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APPENDIX D. 
' ' 

- .. ·, ,· , , r; i' i ' . . ' . .. • ,. : ..i.l,' .' 'I'.' J :. 

Tomn Hal(,·:La,un°qe.~ton;Tasmnnia; l5t!U1iay;· l894·.: f ... ··i 
DEAR SrR, .. ·. ··:·.r 1.,.,.:.: ,_ '., .. ... . · · ·.- • ,· '·. ··. . :- ·: ~,'d 

IN reply to your enquiries, I beg to submit .the following worli:s\~rhich mighii f11irly. be take~ '. in hancf,':' ''. 
by the Government in order to provide work for.°t!ie·.unemploj•ed :~,- ,_-:7:, 1:· 1·-~ •• ·•ii···· '-'. · · · , ' ··. · · ·. · ···'·.· 

' I" • ' ' • , ' • ' I j ~ ' ' , , • • , .-, I ,' 

I. Inveresk Embankment.-That the sam'e be· made safe by tlif deposit o( the ~ilt no:w beiI!g dredged I : 

by the Marine Board. The work to be-carried ·out, by- arrang~ment' with tre-~arihe ,B9ard,. 'the_ ~unicipa1_.. ·,: 
Council, and the Government. • The cost of the same· is estimated :it from £1,500 to £2000.. , . . 

. 2. New Bridge_ over_, the' :Te.mar.~'.r~ili \vprk was pro~icied' fo,~
1 
b'j,/P~r,lia~.~n_t;_ the. am~u_nt _v:o·ted . 

(£1~,000) to be available upon the ffoat111g:of-the Gov~rnmeny_Loar.,/l'/1.~ °o/9rk h~s.· not, ,howe~~r, b,e~~ ·ic:-. 
put m hand, although arrangements -were' made' by- the Mumc1pal ,Qoµµq1l ,y1th. tl1e pre~ent 

1
Mm1ster of, i;r·., 

Lands to make over a piece of land qn the E~planade.to the Goveniinerit iri 'considefation· that. the' bridge 
.should be put in hand. M_uch·skilled and,unskilleillabour would pe'i·eq~ired}n the mide1:takinf ... ::d 

1Should.the-Govei-nment stilt decline to. proceed with the work,· I wpuld .suggest_-that, a. sum of, say,•,, ., 
.£300 be laid· out 1on the· p·resent structure, which might possibly giv.e four years' additional life to· the same ... ,.; 
_At pi:hllent iti1-not'safe for tlie.tr~ffic passing ov·er it; · ._: ,:::·,,·::·,,.'. · ·· · · . .1' ... · · , ··. ;,. 

·3. Ravenswood Road, from Racecourse to H obler's Bridge.~This was· partly fqi·med ·some time. .'i' 
. :back, and· I believe there is an unexpended balance·of £25Q"av.ail~-~l'e -'tbwa~ds:its compietion:· If thi~ ., 
: amount be supplemented by, say £350, the work ·could be· comple'fod'.': :. '.l'his, is· a work exactly suited for. ·, 

the unemployed. · · ·. . · · • · · ','. · /'':-:. - .:' · · . .', · , .... ·.· .. : . ,;, 
4: Stone-street, Cataract Hill.-The Government might be·v:ery'fairly asked. to. expend £1000. thereon,, .,, .. 

as sonie,years since the land in the vicinity was cut ujr·and.sold'by ihe::Gov'~1:nr~ient, but, 110 p1;ovision w\l-s ... ~ 
made,to·form-thestreet .. ItisstiUin.itsriatiiral'state: '· ·:,·· •.'.t':;,/,'.·.: 'i'.:.;_·: ·· · ,. ',,i;.~ 

:,· ·:' ' '· .·. Yqur~-,O~,E1dienHy,. '. · ·, ,., 
".., ' I I • . ~ , • • ' ' • . 

1,: ·· .. · 1, · i· .· . '. '· · ,;,i ~9,B~~~- :fi·'._.:i=>:a~()E, J1fayo1·:· .. 
1
~.\ 

A. MACDONALD; Esq., Jl;[;H.fi. 
,,;,

1
,:, • • : ,', , ' 1 • ,· , • • ,I ', !_I• • Ji • • • • 

r--~'.;,-J. a)~o underst~nd tlrnt t~e.i;e is an unexp_ended_ balaiicli a:v:ai~a-ble,for,w~rk'cin·_the Eastern Erp-: 
bank'?;lep.t.b~tw~eI\;the Ra1hyay ;Bridge, and One-mile Bridge. Tlus'workshould be carried Ot!t.-R.H.P; 
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