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FOURTEENTH Annual Repor·t of the Committee of the BENEVOLENT SocIETY, 

Hobart Town, for the Year ending December, 1873. 

THE continued success of the operations of this Society in relieving promptly a~l bond fide cases 
of destitution, is a cause of much satisfaction to those who have had the disbursement of the funds 
collected for that purpose committed to their charge. 

At the commencement of the year there were 89 cases, comprising 300 individuals, on the 
books receiving aid from the Society, -being 2 cases less, but 13 individuals more, than remained 
on the books at the termination of 1872. There were 195 fresh applications for assistance during 
the year 1873. Of these 78 were caused by sickness, and 6 from accidents; 17 more were widows; 
in 10 the husbands were in prison; in 35 the husbands were away; 5 were for aged and infirm 
persons; 19 were cases of destitution, and, 12 were for children orily; 13 were refused. The total 
number was 13 less than in the previous year. The cases of illness were 13 more than in 1872; 
accidents 5 less; widows 12 less; husbands in prison 3 less ; husbands away, 11 more : many 
of these had left the Island altogether, and several others were ultimately discovered to be working 
up the country ; but in one very gross attempt at imposition it was found that the husband was 
working on the Railway close. to Town, and returning hom.e every evening: in this case too it was 
found that the family had a considerable weekly income from house property. This case had been 
urgently ·recommended by the clergyman of their parish. The destitute cases were 23 less,-the 
Railway having provided additional employment ; children were 6 less ; and the cases refused were 
5 less. Of the 182 cases relieved 74 were adult males, 163 adult females, 160 male children, and 
190 female children,-altogether 587 individuals. · · 

Casual relief with bread, soup, &c., was given to 50 individuals going to seek employment up 
the country or returing home from Hospital, and others waiting invaliding_. Work was given in the 
wood-yard to 20 men, most of them with families, until they could get better employment. There 
were 53 more applic:rnts for food .in this way in 1872. The Boys' Wood Brig·ade made up 499 
dozen bundles of small wood for kindling fires, a large share of which was purchased for Government 
House. 29 tons of wood was given by kind friends ; and the Committee purchased 25 tons more, 
with 5 tons of coal, to meet the wants of many poor families sadly in want of fuel during the cold 
months. By small weekly contributions many poor, though not absolutely destitute, families were 
enabled to provide themselves with blankets, &c., which were issued to them at cost price,-the 
total amount being £29 2s. 6d. In several cases bedding was either given or lent : some of the 
latter cases were very sad ones indeed,-where every article of bedding had been pawned or sold, 
often to pay for drink, and the poor children left lying without sufficient means to preserve vital 
warmth. To prevent the possibility of the heartless parents pawning or selling the bedding, it was 
leg·ibly marked "On Loan from the Benevolent Society." Lodging Tickets were given to the 
amount of £1 13s. 10d.,-the greater majority of the Committee believing· that this was a much 
better means of meeting the wants of the temporarily homeless than _by providing a permanent 
abode for such cases. Soup was sold to the amount of £5 5s. 2d.,-all consumed at the Society's 
Depot. Only tw,o shillings' worth of soup-tickets were sold. The Committee feel much disappointed 
that this certain and ready means of affording relief to applicants on the plea of hunger is not more 
popular with the charitable public, for nothing tends more to encourage imposture and mendicancy 
than alms in money. 

There was issued during the year 54,617- pounqs of, bread, 8753 pints of soup, 3039 pounds 
of oatmeal, 2790 lbs of rice, 733 lbs. of tea, 5534 pounds of sugar. For the soup there was used 
5365 lbs. of meat (bone included), principally hocks, shins, and bullock heads, with 614 pounds 
of peas, 598 lbs. of barley, 597 lbs. of rice. The three latter are used on alternate days so as to 
avoid monotonous diet as much as possible. The quality of no article of food was ever during the 
year complained of by the recipients thereof; but, at one of the Quarterly Meetings, a clergyman 
·stated that complaints had been made to him about-the bread. A loaf from the bread then in store 
being then laid before the meeting, it was unanimously approved as good sweet wholesome bread; 
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and the Chairman, Secretary, Re~strar, and others . testified that the bread supplied was always 
of equally good quality. Besides :J¥fembers of the Executive Committee frequently examining the 
food supplied, casual visitors are always invited to examine and taste for themselves. Only one 
such (a gentleman from Sydney) evE:lr thought' any article not goi:itl enough: this was sugar, which 
he thought a coarse tHorigli ifot_. ii:h.wholesou:ie _sfiinple; at the saiiie time, it was superior to that 
being· issued by the Governmehf fdf their public ihstitritioiis; 

After the 39ti1 jfir!~ \i. St9_r~ for the supply 6! food i_ii~t~ad of money was opened in Argyle
stre'et, in connectipn_ witl). Hle OffiC:~ of the Administrator of Charitable Grants: and, from that time, 
all the cases which hid been !:lU,j:iplied for that Departmerit by the Benevolent Society's Depot were 
withdrawn. At a meeting of the Executive Committee, held on the 13th J lily, it was unanimously 
resolved" that .the Executive Committee of the Benevolent Society will undertake to provide in full, 
as far as ,they think required, for all the wants of destitute persons that are of an urgeIJ.t or temporarJ 
nature; but should su_ch cases _become chronic or permarieiit, so as to require lbhg c·ontiniied 
assistance, say beyond tlfree months, then to tfarister -th·em to tlie Govefliilieri.t Store. All chronic 
and permanent or long· continued cases to be p1:ovided f<>r in full (without being supplemented in 
any way by the Society) from the Government Store." Tlie principle of this resolution, with slight 
_!:)xception, has since been _·carried .out; the exception was supplying soup _and fuel t.o some of the 
Gciveriimeri.'t ca!'?es, a~ the~1· ~tC>re doe·s hot pr'qvid'e either. Tli'e Comi:hiftee fi:h_d that thi!:i ai1'airgeni.e:o.t 
lias worked well. Tlie Adiriinistfator of Charifallle Ghiiits fiifr1ishes the Society i'egul_,iHy «Wery 
month with a printed list of all on the Governiheiit books, arran·g'ed alphabetically, with the food 
and m~ney al~o_wan~~~;issued_ ,~o e_a~h .. The R~gi~~~ar of __ thi~ Soci~ty l~e~ps _up a fre_~uent ,visi,~ation 
_of_ tl1e cases, t1:nd contmu(:ls _to give, m_ the discharge of tl;te duties ·confided to him, the lnghest 
~atisfaction. ,Meinlfo'r'.s of the Committee also fre'quen'tly visit cases, as well as !'ieI"iodically having 
tri:e recipieiits befofe th'.em for review. 

, , The :finaricial 'concliti'6n of' the Sohi~ty _is satisfactory, thoiigli ther-e bas been a falliq'g off ih the 
,list pf subscri]?ei's and. suosbriptions._ .. By the 'Goye'fument Estimates, approved by _Parliament, this 
'Socie'ty is entitled to di·aw frornthe 'Government Treasury £400 )Je·l' annu·m. uncoi'1ditio'nally, and ·as 
i1h'ich inoi.;e if an equal a1nouiit be _r3:ised by subscrijition. Tlie C6nimii;tee, ho,vever, have not found 
it ifocessary to d1'a,v 'ifrcire than £500 'out of the :£800. The Com·mme·e have, as usual, ri:rceived 

. ·:qni.ch assisfance 
1ff_6'm th~ Cjty 1\1issi6riaries. Thej would also ,commend, a:s a:n example to other 

'cb'u.1:ches, _the practice of St. John's, Goulbi.irn-sfreet, the 'officers of'. which ftequently give fooi:l~orders 
~on the Depot 6'f foe. ·socie'ty iiistea'd of aim·s in :m6ney,:..:...c:the i·epaymen_ts 'oh that account 
·a;mountirig to £9 l0~ ... 7d. There were no charitable collectio·ns 'on behalf of thfa 'Society during 
·the year frcim any of the cihurches,: .... ::\he Committee 'finding their funds ·sufficient without making the 
·u:sual appeal. 

Families receiving aid from the Society, where there are children of the school-going ages, are 
::required to Pl'.cidrice W!;)ekly a printed 'fcfrm of at;t'endaiice at'school from the inasteh; <ii' mistresses, 
:other.wise Iio food i's allowed to be taken away, but the childfen required to eat 'their allowance at 
the Depot . 

. , C~h-hifo for the·collveyarice·ofi_5 sick poorto the Hospital, tcdhe airfrnirit of £1 ]6~,'6d., ,vas 
paid during \lie ·y'ea:r. The Comfuittee have to thank 'a 'few 'kind ·doho1's ·of ·old clothes for 
resj:ioriaing to last year's 'appeal on. this suoject, but regret that there were ·rrot 'more, 

. . The Odri:+1:nit'tee liave 'also'to tp.aiik the ·s~peri:il.tenderits of the Ii;ivalid Depots in Hobart '.Fciwn 
for the valuable assisfance rendered by 'furnishing- weekly fofurn·s of the paupers leiiviiig 'the D'epots . 

. ,,, .. , ..... ,. ···-•.• ·········· 

THE Hobart . Town .BiNEVOLENT ··sociFl.'Y in .Aci:oun't iliitli tlie Treasurer. 
<!J:r. 'rot. 
c•• •• ''-''·, •• _,,,.;.,,.,'_,A'-~ :•.• £..;.~~;.; ~-•,•.•:•.••.•••,,l: \!:l;,,;,;,,,~--·• ••••·• '.'' ,"/i,·••·•• -••• '-'l•••'•'""'''' ••• •-••• .. .,,,,, ·••••••• 

'' ..... . 
· 1873. . . . . . RECEIPTS. 
J.an. . 1. To Balanc'e .........•........ 
Dec. 31. Tei Goverrimeiit graii't for:yea)' . ·. 

To Governme·ut grant on account 
of Subscriptions ...•••....•. 

To Repayments ...•..•......• 
To Subscriptions for tile ,year and 

Interest' 'ori Deberi tures. ·:·; • ,. ·. 

:t s. d. 
554 ''9 ·10 
300 ·o ;o 

200 0 0 
70 6 6 

'32iH7 1-
. .. ··--~···· ~ 

£1454 13 5, 

, . .r874 . ..... ·. 
Jan 1. To Balance ... ; .· ...••..••• · ..• ·.• 'sg ''i7 'fo,· 

i873. . E:id•ENDITURE. 
A pi-i.J'. ~- J3'y"ciish 'i'of Corpora'tfon BoY1ds. •. 
·Jiili'ii' 30, 0By Payrue~tsfor balt:.year ·as:per 

·Pass·Book .-; ,· .. · .. ·.·.·.· .. -.-.-.·. 
. be·c .. :·1. ':i3y casl1, Savings' Bank •..••••. 
Dec. 31. By Payments for half-year" ...••. 

By Balance •.•.••••.......•.. 

:£ 's. cl.. 
304 ·-10 0 

424 5 5 
·1~0 o ·o 
''486 0 2 

89 17 10 

:£1454 13 ·5 
-------

-AU:dited with the various Accounts·and found to-be correet. 

-Ikt -.Tariuary, 1874. 

GEO. SALIER, 'l A ·a··r 
·T-H'<is. 'GIBLIN·, 'Tieizlfit,•er. -HUGH M. ·HULL, •.S nu z,ors. 

·19tlz January; 1874. 
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HOB.ART TOWN BENEVOLENT SocrnTY. 

1873, RECEIPTS, 

Dec, 31. To Balance in Bank, January •.. 
Government grant ..•.•••••• 
Repayments .............. . 
Subscriptions •..•••...••••••• 
Interest on Debentures •••• 

} 

£, s. d. 
554 9 10 
500 0 0 

70 6 6 
192 11 7 
137 5 6 

£14Q4 13 5 

1873. . EXPENDITURE. 

Dec. in. By Cash paid for Bread •••••••• 
Meat ........................ . 
Groceries ................... . 
Printing and advertising •••••••• 
Fuel for soup kitchen ••••.••••• 
Premises, painting, &c., (insur-

ance, 45s.) .. • • . . .. •••••••••• 
Oatmeal .................... . 
Cab-hire to Hospital, poor patients 
Lodging tick.et.s ............... . 
Salary, Registrar ••••...•••••••• 

·,, Cook, soup kitchen •••• 
Government'cases, rations, &c •.. 
Debentures, &c. . ............. . 
Ayton, John, commission •••••• 
Fuel for extra cases •••••••••••• 
Balance in Bank. ............ .. 

£,· s. d. 
221 4 2· 
26 8 6 

316 6 6 
8 8 0 
8 10 0 

7 18 6 
44 2 4 
1 16 6 
i 13 10 

150 0 0 
39 0 0 
70 6 6 

454 10 0 
5 4 9 
9 6 0 

89 17 10 

£1454 13 5 

T. J. CROUCH, Hon. Secretary. 
W. WITT, Registrar. 

1.A.MES llA.BNARD, 
GOVERNMENT PRINTER, TASMANIA• 


