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FOURTEENTH Anmwual Report of the Committee of the Brnevormnt Socrery,
Hobasrt Town, for the Year ending December, 1873.

TuE continued success of the operations of this Society in relieving promptly all bond fide cases
of destitution, is a cause of much satisfaction to those who have had the disbursement of the funds
collected for thai purpose committed to their charge.

At the commencement of the year there were 89 cases, comprising 300 individuals, on the
books receiving aid from the Society, —being 2 cases less, but 13 individuals more, than remained
on the books at the termination of 1872. There were 195 fresh applications for assistance during
the year 1873. Of these 78 were caused by sickness, and 6 from accidents ; 17 more were widows ;
in 10 the husbands were in prison; in 35 the husbands were away ; 5 were for aged and infirm
persons ; 19 were cases of destitution, and 12 were for children only; 13 were refused. The total
number was 13 less than in the previous year. The cases of illness were 13 more than in 1872;
accidents 5 less; widows 12 less; husbands in prison 3 less; hushands away.ll more: many
of these had left the Island altogether, and several others were ultimately discovered to be working
up the country; but in one very gross attempt at imposition it was found that the husband was
working on the Railway close to Town, and returning home every evening : in this case too it was
found that the family had a considerable weekly income from house property. This case had been
urgently ‘recommended by the clergyman of their parish. The destitute cases were 23 less,—the.
Railway having provided additional employment ; children were 6 less ; and the cases refused were
5 less. Of the 182 cases relieved 74 were adult males, 163 adult females, 160 male children, and
190 female children,—altogether 587 individuals. . o

Casual relief with bread, soup, &c., was given to 50 individuals going to seek employment up
the country or returing home from Hospital, and others waiting invaliding. Work was given in the
wood-yard to 20 men, most of them with families, until they could get better employment. There
were 53 more applicants for food in this way in 1872. The Boys’ Wood Brigade made up 499
dozen bundles of small wood for kindling fires, a large share of which was purchased for Government
House. 29 tons of wood was given by kind friends ; and the Committee purchased 25 tons more,
with 5 tons of coal, to meet the wants of many poor families sadly in want of fuel during the cold
months. By small weekly contributions many poor, though not absolutely destitute, families were
enabled to provide themselves with blankets, &ec., which were issued to them at cost price,—the
total amount being £29 2s. 6d. In several cases bedding was either given or lent: some of the
latter cases were very sad ones indeed,—where every article of bedding had been pawned or sold,
often to pay for drink, and the poor children left lying without sufficient means to preserve vital
warmth. To prevent the possibility of the heartless parents pawning or selling the bedding, it was
legibly marked “On Loan from the Benevolent Society.” Lodging Tickets were given to the
amount of £1 13s. 10d.,—the greater majority of the Committee believing that this was a much
better means of meeting the wants of the temporarily homeless than by providing a permanent
abode for such cases. Soup was sold to the amount of £5 5s. 2d.,—all consumed at the Society’s
Depbt. Only two shillings’ worth of soup-tickets were sold. The Committee feel much disappointed
that this certain and ready means of affording relief to applicants on the plea of hunger is not more
popular with the charitable publie, for nothing tends more to encourage imposture and mendicancy
than alms in money. K

There was issued during the year 54,617-pounds of bread, 8753 pints of soup, 3039 pounds
of oatmeal, 2790 1bs of rice, 733 lbs. of tea, 5534 pounds of sugar. For the soup there was used
5365 lbs. of meat (bone included), principally hocks, shins, and bullock heads, with 614 pounds
of peas, 598 1bs. of barley, 597 1bs. of rice. The three latter are used on alternate days so as to
avoid monotonous diet as much as possible. The quality of no article of food was ever during the
year complained of by the recipients thereof; but, at one of the Quarterly Meetings, a clergyman
stated that complaints had been made to him about the bread.” A loaf from the bread then in store
being then laid before the meeting, it was unanimously approved as good sweet wholesome bread ;
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and the Chairman, Secretary, Registrar, and other$ testified that the bread supplied was always
of equally good quahty Besides Members of thé Executive Committee frequently examining the
food supplied, casual visitors are always invited to examine and tdste for themselves. Only one
such (a gentleman froin Sydfiey) évér thought any article not good efibugh : this was sugar, which
he thought a coarse though iiot, tinwholesome s"mple it the same tuhe, it was superior to that
being issued by the. Governmeiit for thieir public institutions:

After the 30th Jtidg 4 Storé for the supply of food ifistead of moriey Was opened in Ar gyle-
street, in connection, wn:h tha Office of the Administrator of Charitable Grants: and, from that time,
all the cases whicli liad Boen supplied for that Departmert by the Benevolent Society’s Depbt were
withdrawn. At a meeting of the Executive Committee, held on the 13th July, it was unanimously
resolved “ that the Executive Committee of the Benevolent Society will undertake to provide in full,
as far as they think required, for all the wants of destitute persons that are of an ur gent or temporary
nature; but should such cases become chronic or permaneiit, s0 as to réquire long continied
assmtance, say beyond tliree mofths, then to transfer ihiém to tlie Govériiment Store. All chronic
and permanent or long continued ¢ases to be p10v1ded for in full (without being supplemented in
any way by the Society) from the Governmeiit Storé.” Tlié principle of this resolution, with slight
exception, has since been ‘carried out; the exception was supplying soup and fuel to some of the

Goveriinient cases, ag their store does ot provide eitlier, Thé Comihittce find tliat this arrangenient
has worked well. The Administiator of Charitable Grants fuinishes the Bociety tegulirly evers
month with a printed list of all on the Governieiit books, arrangéd alphabetically, with the food
and money allowances issued to each. The Registrar of this Society keeps up a frequent visitation
of the cdses, aiid continues 1o give, in the dischiarge of thie duties confided to him, the highest
satisfaction. Members of the Cominittée also freuently visit cases, as well as penodlcally havmg

the 1e<31plents béforé them for review.

. The finaiicial ¢ondition of the Society is satisfictory, thoiigh théré has been a falling 6ff in the
list of subscribeérs and subscriptions. By the ‘Govérnment Estimates, approved by Parliament, this
Soaety is eiititléd to draw from thé Governiiient Treasury £400 pér anndr unéonditionally, and a3
" much move if an equal anount be raiséd by subscription. Thé Comumittee, howéver, have not found
it Hiecessary to dlaW tiore than £500 ‘out of the £800. The Commiitteé have, as usual, réceived
. ‘Tuch assistance féom the City Missionaiies. They would also conimend, as an example to other
‘charches, the practicé of St. John’s, Goulburn-stréet, the ‘officers of which ﬁpque'n't‘ly give food-orders
‘on the Depot, of the Society instead of alms in money,—the reépayments ‘oni that wccount
‘amounting to £9 10s,,7d. There wete 16 chiaritable Golléctions ‘on behalf of this Society during
the year fi om any of the éhurehés/—thé Cominittee finding their funds ‘sufficient without making the

Wsual appeal.

Families receiving aid from the Society, where there are children of the school-going ages, are
réquired to ploduce weekly & printéd form of attendarice dt schidol ffom the fasters or mlsmesses,
otherwise nio food is allowed to bé takén away, but ‘thé childien reqiired to &at ‘thsir allowanee at
the Depbt.

Cib-hite for the conveyance ‘of 15 sick poor to the HOSpltal to thie amount of £1 16s.'6d., Wwas
paid durmg ‘the ye'u' The Coniinittee have to thank ‘a few kind ‘donors of “old clothes ‘for
résponiding to Tast year’s dppeal on this subject, but fégret that there were 1ot more.

. The Gominittee have ‘also to thank ‘the Superintenderts of thé Invalid Depbts 1 in Hobart Towh

for the valuable dssistance rendered by furnishing weekly Teturns of the paupers ledviiig ‘thie Depots

THE Hobart Téwn BenmvorLent Sodiiry in Account with the Treasurer.

- 1873 - RECEIPTS. £ s..d. 1" EXPENDITURE. £ S d.
Jon. 1. To Balafice .........eeeeeene. 554910 ; 1 9, By ‘ciish for Copration Bonds.. 590470 0
Dec. 81. To Government grant for'year .. 860 0 0 -J uue 30. ‘By Paymentsfor half—year as: per
To Gdvernment grant on a¢count . |. Pass-Book v o.nviondas 424 5 5
of Subsecriptions «..cuvu..un.. 200 0 0| Dee. "] By Cash, Savings’ Bank ........ 150 0 0
To Repayments ...cov..vnua.. 70 6 6 | Dec. 81. By Payments for half-yeaf, .. ... 486 0 2
To SlleCX‘l])tlonS for the year and By Balance ....cceeeinnna... 89 17 10
‘Intetest 'on Debefitures..<.». 32917 '1°
£1454 13 5~ £1454 13 5
. 1874, i | -Atidited With the variéus Acécountsend found to-
San 1. o Balance ..vvveereesrereens, 89 17 Yor| Audited With thovari “s(fgg’“nszi"m;‘m obe correet.
o ) ‘THOS. “GIBLIN, Treasiiér. : . HUGH M. HULL, § audiors.
18¢ January, 1874, | -19th January, 1874.
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HQBART TOWN BENEVOLENT SOCIETY.

Q. B,
RECEIPTS. £ s d. 1873. EXPENDITURE. ' £ s d
Dec. 31. To Balance in Bank, January... 654 9 10 | Dec. 31. By Cash paid for Bread ceeesees 221 4 2
Governmentgrant ceesesss 500 0 O Meat..ovueerarnnnnnns ceee.. 2 8 6
Repayments ......ccvcienne 70 6 © Groceries .. 316 66
Subscriptions. ..cccvinue.... 19211 7 Printing and advertising........ 8 80
Interest on Debentures vees 137 56 6 Fuel for soup kitehen ...... coes 810 O

. Premises, painting, &ec., (insur-

ance, 458.)..ceeuaue cesennecs 718 6
" Oatmeal .......... e eeeenraeen 4 2 4
Cab-hire to Hospital, poor patients 116 6
Lodging tickets.... ............ - 11310
Salary, Registrar......... eeee.. 150 0 O
Cook, soup kitchen .... 39 0 O
> Government cases, rations, &c... 70 6 6
Debentures, &e. ........ ceeee.. 45410 O
Ayton, John, commission ...... 5 4 9
Fuel for extra caseS...ececaae. 9 6 0
Balance in Bank .............. 89 17 10
£1454 13 b5 £1454 13 5

JAMES BARNARD,

T. J. CROUCH, Hon. Secretary.

W. WITT, Registrar.

GOVERNMENT PRINTER, TASMANIA«



