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INTERCOLONIAL CONFERENCE.

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS or muE INTERCOLONIAL CONFERENCE, HELD AT
Syoney, New Soutn WALES, DURING THE MONTHS OF JANUARY aAND FrBruany,
1873.

Tais Conference was convened at the instance of the Honorable Henry Parkes, representing the
Government of New South Wales, for the consideration, primarily, of the following subjects :—

1. A scheme of QOcean Mail Services which would meet the demands of all the Australian
Colonies and New Zealand.

2. The policy of Intercolonial Free Trade, and the objections thereto advanced by the
Secretary of State, in despatches of July 13, 1871, and April 19, 1872.

3. Telegraphic Communication, more especially in relation to submarine Cables.

All the Colonies of Australasia, including Tasmania and New Zealand, résponded to the
invitation, and sent the under- mentioned gentlemen as their representatives :—

On behalf of New South Wales—

The Honorable Henry Parxzs, Colonial Secretary.

The Honorable SavL SamueL, Vice-President of the Executive Counecil.
On behalf of New Zealand—

The Honorable Jurrus Voger, C.M.G., Colonial Treasurer.

The Lonorable W. H. Rev~xorps, Commissioner of Customs.
On-behalf of Queensland—

The Honorable A. H. PALMER, Colonial Secr etary.
The Honorable J. M. Tromrsox, Secretary for Lands.

On behalf of South Australia—

The Honorable Sir Henry Avzers, K.C.M.G., Chief Se(net'u'y
The Honorable J. . Barrow, Treasurer.

On hehalf of Tasmania—

The Honorable F. M. Ixngs, Treasurer.

" The Honorable J. M. Wrison, President of the Lemslauve Couneil.

On behalf of Victoria—
' The Honorable J. G. Francrs, Chief Secr etary

The Honorable Epwarnp Laxaron, Treasurer.
On behalf of Western Australia— .

The Honorable F. B. Barieg, Colonial Secretary.

The Conference assembled at the Treasury, Sydney; the first sitting being on Wednesday,
January 22nd, and the last on Friday, February 14th,

. At the first meeting the Hon. Henry Parkes was unanimously elected Clairman, and A. C.
Budge, Esq., Clerk of the Executive Council, was appointed Secretary.

" The subjects discussed by the Conference were the following :—
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I.—THE GALLE POSTAL SERVICE.

With reference to this question, it was decided, after several days’ deliberation, that the pro-
posal of the Lords of the Treasury for the establishment and maintenance of a four-weekly Service
between Galle and Australasia be accepted, on the following conditions:—"

(1.) That Melbourne be the Terminus of the Service.

(2.) That the cost of all the requisite Branch Services be considered as part of the cost of
the whole Service.

(3.) That the several Australasian Governments shall contribute to the cost of the whole
Service, in proportion to the correspondence conveyed by such Mail Service from
each Colony. \ :

(4.) That the Governments of the Colonies requiring Branch Services make the necessary
arrangements for their respective Services with the Government or Governments
of the Colony or Colonies negotiating the Contract for the Mail Service from Galle.

~ (5.) That the Government of Victoria make all payments for the Main and Branch Galle
' Services, rendering quarterly estimates of the amounts to be contributed by the
several Coloniés, with annual final adjustments of accounts.

(6.) That Cockburn Sound, in Western Australia, be substituted for King Géorge’s‘
Sound as a port of call for the Ocean Mail Steamers, provided arrangements can
be made to obviate material delay, or increase of cost of the Service.

(7.) That the Ocean Mail Steamers call at Glenelg, South Australia, to receive and
deliver Mails.

During the discussion a Resolution was passed that if, during the sittings of the Conference,
the Representatives of New South Wales concurred in the action of the Conference with regard to
the Galle Service, the arrangements respecting it should be left to the Governments of New South
Wales, Victoria, and South Australia. New South Wales, however, refusing to concur, and
protesting against the Terminus being at Melbourne, the arrangements for the negotiation of the
Service remain, with Vietoria alone.

The decision that the Terminus be at Melbourne was arrived at on the following division : —
Ayes: Messrs. Francis, Langton, Vogel, Reynolds, Innes, Wilson, Barlee, Barrow, and Sir Hen
Ayers. Noes: Messvs. Palmer, Thompson, Samuel, and the .Chairman (Mr. Parkes). The
general resolution approving of the Galle Service was then adopted by the votes of all the Delegates,
except those from New South Wales, who explained that their votes were given in opposition
because it had been decided that the Terminus should be at Melbourne. At a subsequent meeting
of the Conference the question of the Terminus being at Melbourne was re-discussed, on a Motion
by Mr. Innes to the effect that the arrangement for the transmission of the New South Wales and
Queensland Mails, as embodied in the Motion of Mr. Langton, adopted January 27th, was “not
satisfactory.” A division was taken on Mr. Innes’s Motion with the following result:—For the
Motion— Messrs. Innes, Palmer, Thompson, Samuel, and the Chairman (Mr. Parkes). Against
the Motion—Messrs. Francis, Langton, Vogel, Reynolds, Barlee, Barrow, and Sir Henry Ayers,—
Mr. Wilson declining to vote. The result was, therefore, to affirm the former decision that the
Terminus be at Melbourne. Upon this, Messrs. Parkes and Samuel, on behalf of New South
Wales, lodged a protest, which, together with memoranda on the same subject by the Represent-
atives of Victoria and New Zealand, will be found in the Minutes of Proceedings.

"IIL.—_THE TORRES STRAITS SERVICE.

A Resolution was adopted in favour of the establishraent of a Mail Service between Singapore,
Brisbane, and Sydney, provided the total cost should not exceed £25,000 per annum, the cost to be
divided between all the Colonies in proportion to. the number of letters they despatch by this route.
The Imperial Government to be asked to contribute £5000 per annum towards the subsidy. It
was further-decided that the negotiations for the establishment of the Service be left to the Govern-

ment of Queensland. .

III.—THE SAN FRANCISCO SERVICE.

The Conference agreed to move the Imperial Government to pay all charges upon the trans-
mission of Mails to and from London and San Francisco (retaining all' Postages collected in‘the
United Kingdom on account thereot), and to contribute £20,000 annually towards a San Francisco
Service, to be agreed upon between the Governments of New Zealand and New South Wales,

e
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IV.—POSTAL RATES AND ARRANGEMENTS.

" "With reference to postal charges and the further facilities requiréd in. this departm'ent of the
Public Service, the Conference adopted Resolutions to the following effect:—

~ (1.) That the rates of postage to the United Kingdom, by any of the Services agreed to by

the Colonies—already established or to be established—shall be the same as af

present by the Southampton route; the Brindisi charge also remaining as at .,

present.

(2.) That there be, on and after 1st January, 1874, a uniform Intercolonial letter raté of
2d. per half-ounce, both overland and by sea; and that a uniform Intercolonial
parcel and book-packet rate be also adopted, according to a scale agreed upon.
(Vide Minutes.) : -

(3.) That after 31st March next, captains of vessels be permitted to have a box or bag for - .
the reception of letters up to the time of sailing, provided such letters are sufficiently
stamped, and also bear the late fee stamp; such letters to be delivered without
extra charge by the Postal Authorities of the Colonies to which they are addressed.

V.—THE TELEGRAPH SERVICE.

_ The Conference considered various questions connected with the Telegraph Service, and camé
to the following conclusions :— '

(1.) That in view of the serious inconvenience that would result from the stoppage of
Telegraphic Communication with Europe, it is desirable to construct a Cable
between Singapore and the terminus of the Queensland lines at Norman Mouth.

(2.) That a Memorial be transmitted to the Right Honorable the Secretary of State for the
Colonies, informing him that the several Australasian Governments are very desirous
of co-operating with the Imperial Government in the acquisition or construction of

- through lines of Telegraphic Communication between Great Britain, India, and
Australasia. :

(3.) That on and after November 1st next, the charge for telegraphic message within each
of the Australasian Colonies be one shilling for ten words (exclusive of address and
signature), and one penny for every additional word, but that these charges are not
to include messages on the lines from Port Augusta to Port Darwin, from Bowen
‘to Norman Mouth, nor the Cable charge between Tasmania and Victoria.

'(4.). That' messages for New Zealand and Western Australia be received at all Australian
Stations, the proper charge being made for their transmission to the port or place
from which they are to be posted, and vice versé with regard to telegrams posted in
New Zealand and Western Australia to the telegraph operator at. any port n
Australia ; and that arrangements should be made for the collection of telegraph
charges on all such messages. )

It was proposed,—*“ That in order to obtain areduction in the charge for telegrams between
Great Britain, India; and Australasia, the Imperial Government be requested to join with the
Colonies in a temporary subsidy not exceeding £25,000 per annum, for the purpose of securing that -
object, and that the Governments of South Australia and Victoria be requested to take the necessary
steps to ‘give effect to the above recommendation; on which Question the numbers for and against
were equal. . : e , -

A Resolution was also proposed in reference to the above Motion,—* That in addition; a Free
Press Message of fifty words per diem from London to Australia be furnisheéd,” which was negatived.

'VIL—INTERCOLONIAL COMMERCIAL RECIPROCITY.

The Conference, after duly considering Lord Kimberley’s despatch of April 19th, 1872, and the
other correspondence on this subject, resolved to again urge upon the attention of His Lordship the
claims of the Australasian Colonies, and adopted a Memorial in favor of the removal of the restrictions
which prevent two or more Colonies entering into arrangements for the admission, within their
respective territories, of articles the growth, produce, or manufacture of any part of Australasia, upor
terms of which they may mutually agree.

VIIL.—INTERCOLONIAL CUSTOMS UNION.

The question of adopting a uniform Tariff throughout the Australasian Colonies was discussed
‘by the Conference, and a Resolution was passed affirming the desirableness of' such a course, on the
understanding that the “ Union” should be established on the principle that Customs Duties ought to
be levied for purposes of Revenue only, and not for the purposes of Protection. On this "question
there was much diversity of opinion, and the Motion was carried by a 'majority of one. :
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VIII.—THE MURRAY RIVER DUTIES.

. The Conference passed a Resolution affirming the desirableness of abolishing the present system
of collecting Customs Duties on the Murray, and substituting the payment of lump sums, to. be
arranged on an equitable basis by the Colonies more immediately concerned.

- IX.—COAST LIGHTS.

The subject of Coast Lights having heen brought under the attention of the Conference, a
Committee was appointed to consider whether it would be Jesirable to establish a Geeneral Board for
the Australasian Colonies, similar to the Trinity Board of London. The Committee reported that
the time had not yet arrived when an independent Board, possessing executive functions, could be
advantageously appointed in these Colonies; but it was recommended that the principal Marine
Officers of the several Colonies should meet in conference to consider the whole question of the Coast
Lights, and to report as to their efficiency and economical management; also, whether new Lights
were required, and in what proportion the several Colonies should contribute to the general lighting-
up of the Coast. The Report of the Committee was adopted by the Conference, and several inde-
pendent Motions on the subject of Light-houses, and the liability of the different Governments for
their payment, were then withdrawn,in order that they might be referred to the proposed Nautical
Committee. The Conference, further, passed a Resolution to the effect that the risk to life and pro-
perty occasioned by the existence of dangerous groups of islands, known as “ The Snares,” and the
Auckland Islands, southward of New Zealand, rendered the erection and maintenance of a Light-
house in that vicinity eminently desirable; and that it be a recommendation to the Imperial Govern-
ment, and to the several Colomal Governments, to contribute to the expense of such Light in pro-
portion to the tonnage of the shipping, inwards or outwards, in Great Britain, and in each Colony
deriving benefit from the same.

X.—AUSTRALIAN WINES,

In consequence of the Treaty with France, which limits the alcoholic strength of Wines admitted
into the United Kingdom at 1s. per gallon duty to 26 degrees of proof spirit, virtually precluding the
exportation of the most suitable class of Australian Wines, the Conference appointed a Committee to
prepare a Memorial to the Home Government on the subject. The Committee brought up a Report,
praying that the strength of Wines to be admitted at the shilling duty might be increased to
35 degrees ; and the Memorial, having been discussed and considered, was adopted by the Conference.

XI.—REMEDIES AGAINST ABSCONDING DEBTORS AND CRIMINALS.

These subjects having occupied the attention of the Conference, it was resolved that the Govern-
ment of South Australia be requested to undertake the preparation of a measure to remedy the defects
in the law regarding absconding Debtors, and that the Government of Queensland be requested to
prepare a Bill on the subject of the Extradition of Criminals. The Conference undertook to use
their best endeavours to get such Bills passed into- law, subject to their being approved by the Law
Officers of the several Colonies.

XII.—TRUST FUNDS.

The Conference adopted a Memorial to the Secretary “of State for the Colonies, prayinQ that
Her Majesty’s Government would take the necessary steps to enable Trustees in the United Kingdom
to invest Trust Funds in Colonial Government Securities. N

XIII.—REFUGE FOR DISTRESSED SEAMEN AT SOMERSET.

1t was decided by the Conference that the various Colonies should contribute to the maintenance
of Somerset, in proportion to their tonnage passing through Torres Straits, and that an application be-
made to the Imperial Government to continue their present subscription to the said settlement,
Queensland undertaking to detray one-third of the total cost.

XIV.—DISEASES IN STOCK.

The Conference having taken into consideration the great danger to which Australian Live
Stock are exposed from the importation of animals from Countries in which infections diseases pre-
vail, it was resolved that it is expedient to prohibit, for the period of two years, the landing of cattle,
sheep, and pigs from any places beyond the limits of the Australasian Colonies, and that such pro-
hibition should take effect from and after the publication of a notice in the London Zimes.

XV.—THE FIJI ISLANDS.

The question of Her Majesty’s Government assuming the Protectorate of the Fiji Islands was
discussed ; and it was resolved that the state of affairs in the Fijian Islands jurgently demanded, in
the interest of the Australasian Colonies, and in that of the British Empire generally, the immediate
attention of the Imperial authorities. .
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XVI.—-COLONIAL STATISTICS.

With a view to facilitate comparison between the official Statistics of the various Australasian
Colonies, it was resolved by the Conference that it is expedient to have all such Statistics framed, as
far as possible, upon a uniform system, and that the Governments of Victoria and New South Wales
be requested to prepare a plan and submit a draft thereof to the several Governments for con-
sideration. ' -

Several other questions were discussed by the Conference, on which no definitive action was
taken.

(Signed) HENRY PARKES,
. Colonial Secretary, ’
SAUL SAMUEL, ‘ New South Wales,
Vice-President of the
Executive Couneclil,

JULIUS VOGEL,
Colonial Treasurer and
Postmaster-General; > New Zealand.
WILLIAM H. REYNOLDS,

Commissioner of Customs,

A. H. PALMER,
Colonial Secretary, Q Jand
J. MALBON THOMPSON, S veensiand.
Secretary of Public Lands,

HENRY AYERS,
Chief Secretary, Y
JOHN H. BARROW, South Austlahd-

Treasurer,

FREDE, M. INNES,
Colonial Treasurer,
J. M. WILSON, Tasmania.
' President of Legislative
Council,

J. G. FRANCIS,
, Chief Secretary, I
EDWARD LANGTON, Vietoria.
Treasurer, )

FRED. P. BARLEE,
: Colonial Secretary.

- }Western Australia.
The Treasury, Sydney, 14th February, 1873. -



MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS.

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS or tae InrErcoroniaL CONFERENCE, HELD AT SYDNEY,
New Sours WALES, DURING THE MONTHS OF JANUARY AND FEBRUARY, 1873.

AT THE TREASURY, SYDNEY.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22, 1873.

. Tre. under-mentioned gentlemen, Representatives of the Colonies of Victoria, New South Wales, South Australié,
Queensland, New Zealand, Tasmania, and Western Australia, were present ; viz,~ ’

Victoria: The Honorable J. G. Fraxcrs, Chief Secretary. )
The Honorable Epwarp LanNaToN, Treasurer.

New South Wales: The Honorable HENrRY Parxzs, Colonial Secretary,
The Honorable SauL SamuryL, Vice-President of the Executive Council.

South Australia: The Honorable S1r HENRY AvERs, K.C.M.G., Chief Secretary.
The Honorable J. H. BaArRrow, Treasurer,

Queensland : - The Honorable A. H. Parmer, Colonial Secretary.

The Honorable J. M. THompsoN, Secretary for Lands.
New Zealand : The Honorable W. H. REY~oLps, Commissioner of Customs.
Tasmania : - The Honorable F. M, InnEs, Treasurer.

The Honorable J. M. WiLsox, President of the Legislative Council. -
Western Australia : The Honorable F. P, BarLes, Colonial Secretary. -

The Honorable Henry, Parkes was unanimously elected to the Chair.
Mr. A. C. Budge, Clerk of the Executive Council, was appointed Secretary. .
It was then resolved that the Conference should meet daily, at half-past Ten o’clock .., Saturday excepted.
Mr., Langton proposed—¢“That the proceedings of the Conference shall not be made public, except with the
sanction of the Conference.” : -
Seconded by Mr. Wilson, and agreed to unanimously.
It was then resolvéd, “That the Secretary be required to make out Minutes of each day’s proceedings, which shall
be read over and confirmed, at the next sitting, prior to any other business being entered upon.”
The Conference decided upon the following order of business:— '
1. The Mail Service between England and the Colonies.
2. The question of Intercolonial Free Trade.
The Meeting then adjourned until the next day, at half-past Ten o’clock.
HENRY PARKES, Chairman.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 23, 1873.

Present :

Yictoria : -~ The Honorable J. G. Francis.
The Honorable Edward Langton.

New South Wales : The Honorable Henry Parkes,
The Honorable Saul Samuel.

South Australia : The Honorable Sir Henry Ayers.
The Honorable J. H. Barrow.

Queensland : The Honorable A. H. Palmer.
. _ The Honorable J. M, Thompson.
New Zealand : The Honorable Julius Vogel.

: The Honorable W. H. Reynolds.
Tasmania : The Honorable F. M. Innes.

The Honorable J. M, Wilson.
Western Australia : 'The Honorable F. P. Barlee.

The Conference having met at the appointed hour, the Minutes of the Proceedings of yesterday’s date were read

by the Secretary, and c¢onfirmed.

My. Parkes then laid before the Conference—(1.) The circular despatch from Lord Kimberley, Secretary of
State for the Colonies, dated 4th September, 1872, on the subject of a New Postal Service with the Australasian
Colonies, on the termination of the present Contract with the P. & 0. Co., at the end of the year 1873 ; also—(2.)
Correspc;ndence respecting action of Government of Victoria relative to the New Postal Service vid Suez.

Mr. Samuel laid before the Conference the following papers :— ;

(1.) Return of the specified and actual days of Arrival and Departure of the Contract Steamers of the P. & O.

' Co. during the yeur 1872, showing the number of days taken in the passage from and to London, vid
Suez and Brindisi and vid Suez and Southampton. '

(2.) Return of the Arrival at and Departure from Sydney of the Steamers which, during the year 1871,
conveyed Mails by way of New Zealand and California, and by way of Iiji and California, with the
number of days occupied in the transit of the Mails to and from London.

3) ‘Retum of the number of Letters, &c. despatched and received by the Peninsular and Oriental Co.’s
Steamships between Galle and Sydney, and the cost of conveyance.
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(4.) Return showing the number of Letters despatched and veceived by the Steamships conveying Mails
between Sydney and San Francisco, and the cost of conveyance,

(5.) Return of the number of Letters, &c. received from and despatched to the East Indies, China, &c. by
the Packets of the P, & O. Co. .

Mr. Wilson then moved—¢ That Lord Kimberley’s despatch, above referred to, be considered as read.”
Seconded by Mr. Barlee, and agreed to.

Muz. Parkes briefly stated the substance of the correspondence between the Government of New South Wales
and the several Australian Colonies and New Zealand, bearing upon the present Conference, and laid before the
Conference copies of the same.

Mr. Parkes, as Chairman, then drew the attention of the Conference to the subject of the Postal Service between
England and the Colonies,—which was general]y discussed ; and during such discussion, on the motion of Mr.
Barrow, the despatch from the Duke of Buckingham and Chandos, datéd 19th October, 1867, wa$§ read by the
Secretary.

" 1. Mr. Wilson- then handed in the following Notice of Motion, which was ordered to be printed ; viz.—

¢ That the Governments of Victoria, New South Wales, Queensland, Western Australia, Tasmania, and New
" Zealand accept the proposal of the Lords ot the Treaxury for the establishment and maintenance of a
four-weekly Mail Service between Point de Galie and a port or ports in Australia, on the understanding
that the cost of the branch Services required to deliver the South Australian, Tasmanian, Queensland, and
New Zealand Mails shall be considered as part of the cost of.the whole Service, and on the further under-
standing that the several Governments shall contribute to the cost of the whole Service, in proportion to

the correspondence conveyed by such Mail Service to and from each Colony.”
Mr. Samuel, during the said discussion, expressed his belief that the three Postal Lines, viz.—(1) From Galle to
Sydney, viéd King George’s Sound, Glenelg, and Melbourne; (2) From San Francisco and Melbourne, »id
onolulu, Fiji, and Sydney, to include New Zealand either by a branch line or otherwise; and (8) Singapore,
Batavia, and Sydney, »i¢ Brisbane and other portsin Queensland,—could be carried out at a cost very little exceeding
that paid by the Colonies collectively for the present Line vid Galle; and in support of his statement, submitted the

approximate cost of each Service, which the Conference desired might be printed.

The Council adjourned at twenty-five minutes past One, until next day at the usual hour.
HENRY PARKES, Chairman.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 24, 1873.

Present :

Victoria ; The Honorable J. (3. Francis.
The Honorable E. Langton.

New South Wales: The Honorable Saul Samuel.

South Australia:  The Honorable Sir Henry Ayers.
The Honorable J. H. Barrow.

Queensland : The Honorable A. H. Palmer,
: The Honorable J. M. Thompson.
New Zealand : The Honorable Julius Vogel.
The Honorable W. H. Reynolds.
Tasmania : The Honorable F. M. Innes.

The Honorable J. M. Wilson,

Western Australia: The Honorable F. P, Barlee.
The Conference having assembled at the hour appointed, it was proposed by the Honorable J. G. Francis, and
unanimously agreed to—¢ That in consequence of the Legisiative Assembly of New South Wales having been in

session for two days and nights consecutively, and the Chairman, Mr, Parkes, having been engaged without inter-
mission for that period, this Conference stands ndjourned until Monday next, at hali-past Ten o’clock.”’

The Conference adjourned accordingly.
HENRY PARKES, Chairman.

MONDAY, JANUARY 27, 1873.

" Present :
Victoria : The Honorable J. G. Francis.
- The Honorable E. Langton.
New South Wules: The Honorable Henry Parkes.
‘ The Honorable Saul Samuel,
South Australia:  The Honorable Sir Henry Ayers.
The Honorable J. H. Barrow.
Queensland : The Honorabie A. H. Palmer.
The Honorable J. M. Thompson.
New Zealand : The Honorable Julius Vogel.
The Honorable W. H. Reynolds,
Tasmania : The Honorable F. M. Innes.
The Honorable J. M. Wilson.
Western Australia: "The Honorable F. P. Barlee.

The Conference having assembled at the appointed time, the Minutes of the Proceedings on the 23rd and 24th
instants were read and confirmed.
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The Chalrman then addressed the Conference as follows:—* X desire to apologise for not having been’ Present
at the'meeting of the Conference on the 24th instant, and to express my grateful sense of the handsome inanner in
hich the proceedings were adjourned in consideration of the cause of my absence.”

‘1. Mr. Tnnes then gave the following Notices of Motion ; viz.— - -

¢(1.) That in the event, of separate Contracts belng entered into for the conveyance of European and
Australian Mails, it is expedient that a compact should be made between the respective contracting
.G'overniments to adhere to the same rates of postage.” '
o w (2 ) That it is desirable that the Statistics of the several Australian Colonies should be framed on a uniform
system ; and that with a view to this object, the Governments of New South Wales and Victoria be
requested to devise a plan, and refer a draft of the same for approval or amendment to the 'Govern~
ments of the respective Colonies interested ; and the plan having been matured, the same to be observed
in the preparation of the Annual Statistics of the Colonies.”

‘2. Mr. Reynolds gave notice of the following Motion ; viz.—

The Representatives of New Zealand will, on 2 future day, submit to the Conference the followmg scheme for
erecting »nd maintaining a onht-house on the ‘¢ Snares”—
Rough estimated cost of Lantern and apparatus for a Revolving White Light £

of the first order ......coveiveeennns iresaeans ceeaaessasccacnen «. 5,000
Rough estimated cost of building ........vue.. ceseecenenan cereees eesnes 10,000
15,000

Rough estimated cost per annum of maintenance, including the pay of four.
T T - 1,500
Tt would be necessary that the station should be visited four times a year, and the vessel performing the service
could also visit the Auckland Islands, for the purpose of renewing the supply of provisions at the depdt,
and examining the islands for possible castaways. - .
Estimated cost per annum of such visits and examinations..... P ceneeas £500 . :
Contributions towards the cost of erection (say £15 ,000), and of maintenance and visiting (say £2000 per
annum), to be made by the following Coionies in proportion to population ; viz.—
New South Wales,
Queensland,
Victoria,
Tasrhania,
South Austraha, and
New Zealand.
Somie discussion then took place, on the motion of Mr. Vogel, on the subject of the whole correspondence
respecting the Postal Service being laid before the Conference, when it was resolved that the Secretary should
arrange the same, and have it printed for the use of the Conference.

3. Mr. Langton then moved, and Sir Henry Ayers seconded,—
¢ That a Committee, consisting of Mr, Innes, Mr. Barlee, and Mr. Barrow, be appointed to consider what
correspondence addressed to the Conference should be laid before the Conference.”” - Unanimously .
agreed to.
4. Mr. Wilson gave notice of the following addendum to his Notice of Motion on the 23rd instant:—
¢That a representation be made to the Imperial Government that its proposed contribution of £4O 000
towards the Mail Service will be found considerably to fall short of one-half the cost of the direct and
branch Services between Point de Galle and the Australasian Colonies, and therefore that a reasonable
augmentation of the subsidy should be accorded.”

‘5. Mr. Francis moved, and Mr. Vogel seconded,—
¢ That in referring to the several Colonies represented in any of the proceedings of the Conference, the names
be placed in alphabetical order.” Agreed to unanimously. .
‘6. Mr. Vogel gave the following Notices of Motion ; viz.—

{(1.) That the Imperial Government be applied to by telegram to grant a subsidy of £20, 000 to the Californian
Service, in addition to paying all charges upon the transmission of mails to and from London and San
Francisco.

(2.) That the Imperial Government be applied to by telegram to grant a subsidy of £4000 to a Torres Straits
Service, to be arranged for by New South Wales and Queensland.

:(8.) That the Imperial Govérnment be applied to by telegram to increase the promised subsidy to the line
between Australia and Galle by £10,000, as in consequence of the rise in coal and the cost of the branch
Services the £40,000 proposed to be gu'en will not nearly cover a moiety of the necessary expen-
diture.

) That subject to such arrangement being found feasxble, the present San Franclsco Service be varied to a
Service similar to that agreed upon provxsmnally between Mr. Duffy, Mr. Vogel, and Mr. Webb,
except that ¢ Sydney” be substituted for ¢ Melbourne.”

That the subsidy be £50,000, of which New Zealand pay £30,000; the balance to be paid by the
subsidy of £20,000 from the Tmperial GGovernment.

That the Colonies using the Service pay to New Zealand the full amount of the postage réceived
by them for the mail matter they transmit by the Service.

(5.). That New South Wales and Queensland arrange for a Torres Straits Service, New South Wales to éontri-
bute £4000. If the boats call at Port Darwin, South Australia to contribute £2000. The balince to
be peid by Queensland, and Queensland to receive all postages other than those of contributing
Colonies on mail matter transmitted by the Service.

(6.) That a sum not exceeding £110,000 be paid for a Service through, from Australia to Galle.

(7.) That a sum not exceeding £6000 be paid to New South Wales and Queensland for a branch Service to
connect with the main line.

(8.) That a sum not exceeding £5000 be paid to New Zealand for a branch Service to connect with the main
line.

¢9.) That a sum not exceeding £2500 be paid to Taswmania for a branch Service to connect with the main
line.
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. (10.) That should the cost of the Galle Service_exceéd £110,000, Victoria pay the excess.

- (11.) That the several sums stated, amounting in all to a sum' of not exceeding £123,500, be first reduced by
the Imperial contribution of £40,000 or £50,000 as the case may be,—be contributed by the whole of
the Colonies, in proportion to the number of the letters despatched by them severally by the Galle
Service, o ' -

(12.) That inasmuch as Railway Communication between Sydney and Melbourne should be so far completed

) by the middlé of 1874 as to make the carriage of the mails by land between Melbourne and Sydrney
quicker than by sea, the terminus of the Galle route shall for the first six months of 1874 be at Sydney,
and that subsequently Melbourne shall be the terminus. : '

(13.) That the Galle steamer shall call at Cockburn Sound (if arrangements can be made to do so), and if by
suchi calling the delay shall not exceed 24 hours. :

(14.) That the steamers shall call off Glenelg, to receive and deliver Mails.

(15.) That the Governments of the Colonies of New South Wales, Victoria, and South Australia shall jointly
arrange the Galle Contract in the terms described ; that such Coutracts shall be on behalf of the
Colonies collectively ; and that it may, at the option of the Colonies named, be made either by calling
for Tenders or by private Contract. ’ ‘

(16.) That the Colony of. Victoria make all the payments hitherto described, and furnish each year, as soon

after the 1st January as possible, Statements of Account to the various Colonies concerned.

(17.) That Mails be not carried 10 or from Colonies not contributing.

7. Mr. Langton then gave the following Notices of Motion ; viz.— ' : .

(1.) That, unless otherwise determined. by a majority of the.Colonies, the rates of postage to the United

' Kingdom by any of the Services agreed to by this' Conference, and by any Service which any one of
the contracting Colonies may establish, shall be the same as at present by the Southampton route.
The extra charge for Mails vid Brindisi to remain as at present.

(2.) That, inasmuch-as the. Railway from Melbourne to Albury will be completed during the current year,
and as mails can then be conveyed between Melbourne and Sydney in thirty-four hours, or twenty-
two hours less than the average time occupied by the P. & O. Company’s steamers,—thus securing the
delivery of New South Wales and Queensland Mails one day earlier than at present,—the terminus of
the Galle Service shall be at Melbourne.

_ 8. Mr. Samuel gave notice of the following Amendment on the Motiori tv be proposed by Mr. Wilson;
viz.— o
That in the opinion of this Conference it is desirable that the three Postal Services, vid Galle, San Francisco,
and Torres Straits, should be maintained by the Australian Colonies and New Zealand, by contributions
from the several Colonies, proportioned to the advantages which the three lines shall be considered to
confer on the said Colonies.
Mr. Wilson brought forward the Motion standing in his name, together with the addendum, of which notice had
just been given by him, when, after having been discussed by the Members of the Conference generally, it was
moved by Sir Henry Ayersand agreed to, *‘ That the Confeience adjourn until a quarter to Two o’clock.”

The Conference adjourned accordingly at One o’clock. On resuming, all the Members being present,—
] gy g gp 5

9. Mr. Wilson then.gave notice of the following Motions ; viz.—

(1.) That the Highway or Ocean Lights situated in Banks’ and Bass’s Straits; viz., King’s Island, Kent
Group, Swan Island, and Goose Island, have since 1864 been exclusively maintained by the Colonies
of Victoria, New South Wales, and Tasmania, under a compact entered into between those Colonies,
which included the Light-housés on Wilson’s Promontory and Gabo Island.

(2.) That the first four-named Lights, though efected on Tasmanian territory, and practically isolated beacons,
provided for the safety and protection of Australasian commerce. .

(3.) That it is reasonable and just that South Australia should fulfil its equitable obligation, by also contri-
buting to the maintenance of the Ocean Lights in proportion to the advantages derived by its shipping,

basedoupon the principles agreed to by the Conference held in Melbourne in 1864.

10, Mr. Barlee also gave notice of the following Motion :— .
That this Conference is willing to substitute the Port of Cockburn Sound as a port of call for Mail Steamers

at West Australia, in lieu of King George’s Sound, provided such arrangements are made by the Govern-

_ment of Western Australia as may obviate delay, or any difficulties of a serious nature. .

Mr. Wilson, by leave of the Conference, postponed the further consideration of his Motion for the present, and
Mr. Vogel having brought forward the first Resolution standing in his name,—
Mr. Samuel submwitted the following as an Amendment :—

¢ That in the opinion of this Conference it is desirable that the three Postal Services, vid Galle, San Francisco,
and Torres Straits, should be maintained by the Australian Colonies and New Zealand, by contributions
from the several Colonies, proportioned to the advuntages which the three lines shall be considered to

) confer on the said Colonies.””
After discussion, the further consideration was adjourned till  future day.

It was resolved, that the Conference adjourn until Wednesday next, at half-past Ten o’clock, when the
Motion in Mr. Langton’s name, given by him to-day, on the subject of the_Terminus of the Mail Service vid Galle,

be brought forward for discussion.
The Conference adjourned accordingly, at halt-past Four o’clock.
: HENRY PARKES, Chairman.
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WEDNESDAY, iANiTARY 29, 1873,

Present :

New Soutk Wales: The Honorable' Henry Parkes._

" New Zealand:
Queensland :
Soutﬁ Australia :
.Tasmania:

Victoria :

‘The Honorable Saul Samuel,
The-Honorable Julius Vogel.

The Honorable W. H. Reynolds.. . .

The Honorable A. H. Palmer.

The Honorable J. M. Thompson. *: -

The Honorable Sir Henry Ayers.
The Honorable J. H. Barrow.

The Honorable F M. Innes.

The Honorable .]' . G. Francis.
The.Honorable E. Langton.

Western Australia : The Honorable F. P. Barlee.
The Conference having met at the usual hour, the Minutes of the Proceedings on the 27th instant were read and

1. Mr. Wilson then gave notice of the followmg Motions ; viz.—

« That the re-arrangement of contributions towards the maintenance of the Light-houses situated on King’s
Island, Kent’s Group, Swan Island, Goose Island, Wilson’s Promontory, “and Gabo Island, shall be as

iollows

(1.) That the Light-houses situated on King’s Island, Kent’s Group, Swan Island Goose Island, Wilson’s

Promontory, s

shall be maintained at the joint expense of the Colonies of Vlctoma, New South Wales,

Bouth Australia, and Tasmania, rateably, in proportion to the tonnage of the shipping entered inwards
and cleared outwards in each Colony deriving benefit from the same, in accordance with the subjoined
Tables A and B.

(A)

Light-house.

Contributing

On Tonnage of all Vessels entered Inwards.

Colony.

From

At

King’s Island..<

Kent’s Group!. . <

«

~ Swan Island and
Goose Island. .<

‘Wilson’s Pro-

montory ««. A

-

N

r

Vietoria ceeeveensnns
New South Wales....
Tasmania eceeseecee.
South Australia......
Victoria seeeeceses.
ﬁew South Wales....

Tasmania ceeveeecseas
Tasmania ,eeeeeees..
South Australia......

Vietoria ceveereenan.

New South Wales...
Tasmania «een..
Tasmania ...

South Australia......
Victoria coeeeseen.

New South Wales....

Tasﬁania
South Australia......

Europe, America, (not including West
Coast), India, Africa, South Australia,
China, Mauritius

Europe, America, (not including West
Coast), India, Afuca, South Australie,
China, Mauritius teeeseenviens

Europe, America, (not including West
Coast), India, Africa, South Australia,
China, Mauritius.

Victoria, New South Wales, Queensla.nd
Tasmama New Zealand, South Sea,
Islands, West Coast of America ces

New Zealand, West Coast of America,
Tasmania, New South Wales, -Queens-
land, South Sea Islands.......... e

Europe, America, (not including West
Coast), India, Mauritius, South Australia,
China, Launceston; Afvica, Victoria.. ..

New South Wales, Queensland....ccas..

Vietoria eoceveracecinneaneaninnnenns

New Zealand, South Sea Islands, VVest
Coast of Amemca, New South Wales,
Queensland

Hobart Town and Southem Ports of Tas-
mania cesen.n

Nil.

Vlctorla ...........................

New Zealand, West Coast of -America,
South Sea Isla.nds Ceiceseinsastanana

Hobart Town
Queensland, Tasmania, New Zeal:md West
Coast of America, New South Wales,
South Sea Islands ........ ereeeeann .
Victoria, Europe, East Coast of America,

India, Africa, South Australia, China, |

and Mauritius eseveeeaennss
Victoria«v...
New South Wales, Queensland New Zea-
land, South Sea Islands, and West Coast
ofAmerica, seessioran

All ports of contributing Colony
except Portland Bay.

Ditto,

Launceston.

All ports of contx'iisuting Colony.
Ditto.

Ditto.
Launceston.
Hobart Town.
All ports of contributing Colony.

Ditto.

Hobart Town.

Launceston. -

All ports of contributing Colony.
Ditto,

Ditto,
Hobart Town.

All ports of contributing Colony.
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(B)

On Tonnage of all Vessels cleared Outwards.

- Contributin
Light-house. Colony. g
At For
( Port Phillip and Eastern Ports ..| South Australia, Western Australia, Africa,

King’s, Island..<

r

Y

Kent’s Group..<

4

T\

Swan Island and J
Goose Island

L4

Wilson’s
montory

Pro-

Victoria eoecvennn.

‘New South Wales. .
Tasmania veseeass
South Australia....

Victoria, ...
New South Wales. .

South Australia....

Tasmania ...

Victoria

New South Wales. .
Tasmania, ..c......

Tasmania «.eeve..

South Australia....

Victoria voeeuen-..

New South Wales. .

Tasmania
South Australia....

All ports of contributing Colony..

DItt0 souveeranesarraennas

Hobart Town ..
Launceston eecececceccveeccess

All ports of contributing Colony..

Ditto cvevevecvecracnaannas

Launceston ....eeeevessnsencas

1

All ports of contributing Colony..

Hobart TOWD «evvveveanenensns
All ports of contributing Colony. .

Mauritius, India, and China.

South Australia, Western Australia, Africa,
Mauritius, and one-fourth tonnage to
India and China.

South Australia, Western Australia, Africa,
Mauriting, and half tonnage to India and
China.

Melbourne and Eastern Ports, New South
Wales, Queensland, Launceston, New Zea~
land.

Tasmania, %

Launceston.

Vietoria. :

Port Albert, New South Wales, Queensland,
and half tonnage to India and China.

New South Wales, Queensland, New Zealand,
South Sea Islands, West Cost of America.
Hobart Town, Southern Ports of Tasmania,

% Europe, New Zealand, 3 West Coast of
America. ‘
Nil.

Europe, § West Coast of A:ﬁer,iqa_,.

-| Victoria, South Australia, Western Australia,

Africa, Mauritius, and one-quarter tonnage
to India and China. . .
Europe, New Zealand, West Coast of

America.
Nil.

New South Wales, Queensland, Europe,
New Zealand, West Coast of America,
Tasmania, and half tonnage to India and
China.

Victoria, South Australia, Western Australia,
Africa, Mauritius, and one-fourth tonnage
to India and China.

Port Phillip and Eastern Ports.

New South Wales, Queensland, New Zealand,
South Sea Islands, West Coast of America.

(2.) That Gabo Island Light'-hb.u-se.shall be maintained conjointly by Victoria and New South Wales, each.
Colony paying one moiety of the cost of same.

(8.) That the contributions, calculated on the basis stated in the paragraphs 1 and 2, shall be payable half-
yearly by each Colony for a period of five years, commencing from’ 1st January, 1873.

2. . . "

" (1.) That this Conference, having had under-its consideration Lord .Kimberley’s circular despatch of the
19th April, 1872, resolves to adopt a joint Memorial to the Queen, praying that Her Majesty will
direct such measures to be taken as will enable the Royal Assent to be given to the Intercolonial
Reciprocity Acts of the Legislatures of Tasmania, South Australia, and New Zealand, and that Her
Majesty will direct such measures to be taken as may be found necessary to give full effect to the

wishes and requests of the Governments and Le
in the matter of Intercolonial Free Trade.

gislatures of Her Majesty’s Australasian Possessions

(2.) That Mr. ‘Parkes, Mr. Vogel, and the Mover be a Committee to .prepare a draft of such joint Memorial
for the consideration of the Conference.

2. Mr. Parkes then gave notice of the following Resolutions ; viz.—

That the Colonies of New South Wales, New Zealand, Queensland, South Australia, Tasmania, ‘Victoria, and
West Australia, assembled by their duly accredited Representatives in Conference at Sydney, agree to
accept the proposal of the Imperial Government for the conveyance of Her Majesty’s Mails between
Ceylon and Australia, as communicated to the Governments of the several Colonies by Lord Kimberley’s
despatch transmitting the letter of the Lords of the Treasury, dated 14th August, 1872, with the
following conditions :— )

(1.) The mail ships of the main line shall proceed from Point de Galle to Sydney, calling at Cockburn Sound,
in Western Australia, at Glenelg (to receive and deliver mails) in South Australia, and at the Port
of Melbourne; and on each return voyage shall call at the same places. .

(2.) Branch Services between Melbourne and Launceston, between Melbourne and a portin New Zealand,
and between Sydney and ‘Queensland ports; shall form part of and be in regular connection with the
principal Service. = s

(8.) The several Colonies shall contribute to the subsidy required to establish this general Service, in addition
to the yearly sum of £40,000 offered by Great Britain, the amount set opposite the name of each
hereunder ; viz.— :

New South Wales and Victoria, equal amounts, namely, each ......
New Zealand ......... e ieeeiseeeaseieenetiteetaiiaenaan
Queensland ...ieeeiiasiiarirnniareaonians feeeeseaneretiianan
South Australia .............. N e
TasSmania ooeeniiseeeees cosecasatsastsnecssonscanans .

teeessetesesteecresst s nsar s s a

Western Australia ,oveeeenen..
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(4.) The principal Service shall be performed within periods. which shall énsure the delivery in London of
- the Sydney Mailsin - .-~ days, and of the Melbourne Mails in . days; and the delivery
of the. English Mails in Melbourne in. days, and in Sydney in days.
(6.) The Governments of New South Wales and Victoria are requested to act jointly on behalf of the other
. Colonies .in calling for. Tenders and making the Mail Contract, as proposed by the Lords of the
Treasury, governed by the terms of this Resolution; and if. either of the said Governments decline to
act, then the other Government is Jhereby authorised to do all things necessary within the same limits
to establish the new Service.

Mr. Parkes drew the attention of the Conference to the business to be brought forward after the subjects of
Postal Service and Intercolonial Free Trade have been disposed of, when it was unanimously resolved as follows:—
That the Order of Business be— _ ’ ) . ’

. Telegraphs,
Diseases in Stock,
Coast, Lights,
The Investment of Trust Funds and Securities, and

Border.Customs. .

3. Mr. Langton then moved the following Resolution :—

¢That ipasmuch as the Railway from Melbourne to Albury will be completed during the current year, and
.as Mails can then be conveyed between Melbourne and Sydney in 34 hours, or 22 hours less than the
average time occupied by the P. & O. Company’s steamers,—thus securing the delivery of New South
‘Wales and Queensland Mails one day. earlier than at present,—thé Terminus of the Galle Line should be
at Melbourne.”” . b

Thé Motion having been discussed, Mi. Parkes moved that all the words after the word ¢That,” at 'the_
commencement of Mr. Langton’s Motion, be omitted, with a view to the insertion of the following words:— -

¢That the Colonies of New South Wales, New Zealand, Queensland, South Australia, Tasmania, Victoria, and
West Australia, assembled by their duly accredited Representatives in Conference at Sydney, agree to
accept the proposal of the Imperial Government for the conveyance of Her Majesty’s Mails between
Ceylon and Australia, as communicated to the Governments of the several Colonies, by Lord Kimberley’s
despalch, transmitting the letter of the Lords of the Treasury, dated 14th August, 1872, with the following
conditions :— : ’

(1.) ““The mail ships of the main line shall proceed from Point de Galle to Sydney, calling at Cockburn
. Sound, in Western Australia, at Glenelg (to receive and deliver mails), in South Australia, and at the
Port of Melbourne ; and on each return voyage shall call at the same places. ’

(2.) ¢ Branch Services between Melbourne and Launceston, between Melbourne and a port in New Zealand,
and between Sydney and Queensland Ports, shall form part of and be in regular connection with the
principal Service. . : . -

(8.) ¢ The several Colonies shall contribute to the subsidy requireéd to establish this general Service, in addition
to the yearly sum of £40,000 offered by Great Britain, the amount set opposite the name of each
hereunder; viz.— :

New South Wales and Victoria, equal amounts, namely, each.......

New Zealand. ...coeennnnenness ceevneas feteerrereriisiierennn

Queensland -..... et temecatecseaesacaaans Ceserectrerenaae vees

South Australia ...eee v teeeiiiiiiiiiiares ciiiees Creneen e -

Tasmania .coeee van o Ceeeeettiiieeieeaseetenadetranniieeannes

‘Western Australia ....... teeeesssetenis seseveessatantannes oen

(4). “The priacipal Service shall be performed within periods which shall ensure the delivery in London of

the Sydney Mails in days, and of the Melbourne Mails in days ; and the delivery
of the English Mails in Melbourne in days, and iu Sydney in days.

(6.) “The Governments of New South. Wales and Victoria are requested to act jointly on behalf of
the other Colonies in calling for Tenders and making the Mail Contract, as proposed by the Lords of
the Treasury, governed by the terms of this Resolution ; and if either of the said Governments decline
to act, then the other Government is hereby authorised to do all things necessary within the same
limits to establish the new Service.” :

The Chairman then put the following Motion:—
¢ That the words proposed to be omitted stand part of the Question.”

When, on'division, it was decided in the affirmative.

- AYEs. Nozs.
Mr. Francis, . Mr. Palmer,
Mr. Langton, Mr. Thompson,
Mr.. Vogel, ; Mr. Samuel, and
Mr. Reynolds, The Chairman.

Mr. Innes,
Mr. Wilson,
Mr. Barlee, -
Sir Hénry Ayers,
- Mr. Barrow. .
Mr. Langton’s Motion was then put and carried, the division being the same as before.

4, Mr. Barlee then moved,—

¢That this Conference is willing to substitute the Port of Cockburn Sound as a Port of Call for Mail
Steawers, at-Western Australia, in lien of King George’s Sound, provided such arrangements are
made by the Government of Western Australia as may obviate delay or any material increase in the
cost of the Service.”” :

And. the same having been put from the Chair, was unanimously agreed to,

Mr. Barlee then requested the permission of the Conference to his making a confidential communication to the
Government of Western Australia on the subject of the said Resolution, affecting as it does that Colony, when it
was proposed by Mr, Francis, seconded by Mr. Innes, and unanimously agreed to, that the permission be accorded.
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53 Mr. Vogel proposed the following Notice of Motion: viz.—
“That the steamers shall call off Glenelg to receive and deliver Malls, which havmg been amended by the
insertion of the words  in South Australia” after the word “ Glenelg,”” was agreed to.”

6; Mr. Langton then moved the following Resolution :—

- ¢ That unless otherwise determined by the Governments of a majority of the Colonies represented at this
Conference, the Rates of Postage to the United Kingdom by any of the Services agreed to by the
Conferencey; and by any Service which any one of the said Colonies may establish, shall be the same as at
present by the Southampton Route. The extra charge for Mails vid Brindisi to remain as at present.”’

‘Which was unanimously agreed to.

7. Mr. Vogel gave notice of the following Motions ; viz.— :
¢ That since a unanimous decision concerning the Galle Service cannot be aruved at, the undersigned Repre~

sentatives of the Colonies of
and which Colonies contain out of a total population for the whole of the Australasian Colonies
of urge upon the Imperial Government to leave the Colony of Victoria to arrange for
the Galle Service to Melbourne on the following conditions :—That from the total cost of the Service
between Galle and Australia, including the cost of the uecessary branch Services to connect with the
Colonies in Australia at which the Mail Steamer does not call, and with New Zealand and Tasmania, the
Imperial Subsidy be first deducted, and the balance be paid by the whole of the Australasian Colonies in
the proportion of the letters they severa]ly despatch by the route.

(2.) A maximum sum to be named for each branch Service, and the Colonies respectively interested to make
each its own arrangements for its own branch Service.

The Conference then adjourned shortly after One o’clock, until a quarter to Two o’clock.

The Conference having resumed, Mr. Vogel proposed the first Motion, of which notice had been given by him
to-day, when, after discussion, Mr. Palmer moved —That all the words after the word ¢ That,”’ in the first line, be
omitted, down to and including the words “on the following conditions ;" and the Motion having been put by
the Chalrman ¢That the words propcsed to be omitted stand part of the Question,” it was resolved in the
affirmative, as follows ; 5 viz.—

AYES, NOES.
Mr. Francis, Mr. Samuel,
My, Langton, - . Mr. Palmer,
Mr. Vogel, Mr., Thompson, and
Mr. Reynolds, M, Parkes.
Mr. Innes,
Mr. Wilson,

Sir H. Ayers,
Mr. Barrow,
Mr. Barlee.

The Conference adjourned at twenty-five minutes past Three o’clock, until the next day at half-past Ten o’clock.
HENRY PARKES, Chairman.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 30, 1873.
Present:

New South Wales: The Honorable Henry Parkes.
The Honorable Saul Samuel.

Neb Zealand : The Honorable Julius Vogel. ’
The Honorable W. H. Reynolds.
Queensland ; The Honorable A. H. Palmer.

The Honorable J. M. Thompson.

South Australia:  The Honorable Sir Henry Ayers.
The Honorable J. H. Barrow.

Tasmania : The Honorable F. M. Innes.
The Homnorable J. M. Wilson.
Vietoria : The Honorable J. G. Francis.

The Honorable E. Langton. '
Western Australia : The Honorable F. P. Barlee.

The Conference having assembled at the usual hour, the Minutes of the Proceedings on the 29th instant were
read and confirmed.

Mr. Parkes then stated that, in consequence of his presence at the Legislative Assembly on the preceding
night, and his inability to confer with his colleague (Mr. Samuel), on the decision arrived at by the Conference
yesterday, on the subject of the Terminus of the Mail Service vid Galle, that the further consideration of the subject
be postponed until such time as he could confer with his said colleague.

After some discussion, it was moved by Sir Henry Ayers,—seconded by Mr, Wilson, and carried,—That the
further consideration of the Mail Service Question be postponed until the next sitting day.

Mr. Barrow then gave notice of the following Motion, to be considered when the question of Light-houses is
under consideration,—

That in order to perfect the lighting-up of the South Australian and Victorian Coasts, the following additional
Lights are required ; viz.—

(1.) A Light on Penguin Island, Rivoli Bay, about midway between Cape Jaffa and Cape Nor-
thumberland.

(2.) A Light on Cape Bridgewater.
3.) A nght on Ram Head, about 35 miles west of Cape Howe.
The Conference then adjourned at half-past Eleven o’clock, until next day at the usual hour.,

IIENRY PARKES, Chairman.




. ‘FRIDAY, JANUARY 31, 1873. .

v _ Present : )
New South Wales: The Honorable Henry Parkes.
- The Honorable Saul Samuel.
New Zealand : The Honorable Julius Vogel.
. The Honorable W. H. Reynolds.
Queensland : - The Honorable A. H. Palwer.
The Honorable J. M. Thompson.

South Australia: The Honorable Sir Henry Ayers,
The Honorable J. H. Barrow. -

O

Tasmania : The Honorable F. M. Innes.
.~ The Honorable J. M. Wilson.
Victoria : The Honorable J. G. Franeis.

: - The Honorable E. Langton.
Western Australia.: The Honorable F. P. Barlee.

The Conference having met at the usual hour, the Minutes of the Proceédings of the 30th instant sitting were
’read and confirmed. . . ’ :

"+ 1. Mr. Vogel then moved,—Thaﬁ the consideration of the following Motion, notice of which had been given
by him on Wednesday last, be postponed :—

(1.) “That, since 2 unanimous decision concerning the Galle Service cannot be arrived at, the undersigned
Representatives of the Colonies of . . .
and which Colonies contain » out of a total population for the whole of the Australasian
Colonies of . ., urge upon the Imperial Government to leave the Colony of Victoria to
arrange for the:Galle Service to Melbourne, on the following conditions :—That, from the total cost of
the Service between Galle and Australia, including the cost of the necessary branch Services to connect:
with the Colonies in Australia at which the mail steamer does not call, and with New Zealand and
Tasmanin, the Imperial subsidy be first deducted, and the balance be paid by the whole of the
Australasian Colonies, in the proportion of the letters they severally despatch by the route,

. (2.) “ A maximum sum'to be named for each branch Service, and the Colonies respectively intevested to make
each its own arrangements for its own branch Service.”’

2. Mr, Wilson then, pursuant to notice, moved as follows :—

“That the Governments of Victoria, New South Wales, South Australia, Queensland, Western Australia,
Tasmania, and New Zealand be advised to accept the proposal of the Lords of the Treasury, for the
establishment and maintenance of a Four-weekly Mail Service between Point de Galle and a port or

. ports in Australia, on the understanding that the cost of the branch Services required to deliver the
Queensland, Tasmanian, and New Zealand Mails shall be censidered as part of the cost .of the whole
‘Service; and on the further understanding that the several Governments shall contribute to the cost of
the whole Service in proportion to the correspondence. conveyed by such Mail Service to and from each
Colony.” .

When, after discussion, it was amended as follows : —

“That subject to conditions which have been or may be determined by this Conference, the Governments of
New South Wales, New Zealand, Queensland, South Australia, Tasmania, Victoria, and West Australia
be advised to accept the proposel of the Lords of the Treasury, for the establishment and maintenance
of a Four-weekly Mail Service between Point de Galle and a port or ports in Australin, on the under-
standing that the cost of the branch Services shall be considered as part of the cost of the whole Service;
and on the further understanding that the several Governments shall contribute to the cost of the whole
Service in proportion to the correspondence conveyed by such Mail Service from each Colony.”

And having been put from the Chair, it was carried upon the following division ; viz.—

Avgs. Nogs.
Mr. Francis, . Mr. Samuel,
Mr. Langton,. . Mr. Parkes.

Mr. Vogel,

Mr. Reynolds,
Mr. Innes,

Mr. Wilson,

Sir Henry Ayeors,
Mr. Barrow,

Mr. Palmer,

Mr. Thompson,
Mr. Barlee.

3. Mr. Wilson then, with the concurrence of the Conference, withdrew the addendum moved by him to the
Motion before referred to; viz.— B
“That a representation be madeto the Imperial Government that its proposed contribution of £40,000 towards
the Mail Service will be found considerably to fall short of one-half the cost of the direct and branch
Services between Point de Galle and the Australasian Colonies, and therefore that a reasonable augment-
ation of the subsidy should be.accorded.” '

4. Mr, Innes also, with the concurrence of the Conference, withdrew the following Notice standing in his name :—

“¢ That in the event of separate Contracts being entered into for the conveyance of European and Australian

Mails, it is expedient that a compact should be made between the respective contracting Governments, to
adhere to the same rate of postage.” S

5. Mr. Wilson then proposed, and Mr. Beynolds seconded the following Motion :—. :
“That should the Representatives of New South Wales, during the continuation of this Conference, concur
in the action of the Conference in regard to the Galle Service, the arrangements be left to the Govern-
ments of New ‘Sonth Wales, South Australia, and Victoria; but that otherwise the necessary steps for
entering into a Contract be-undertaken by Victoria,” - . : . .
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. The said Motion having been put from-the Chair, as carried on the following division :—

AxEs. Nogs.
Mr. Francis, Mr. Samuel,
Mr. Langton, Mr. Parkes.
Mr. Vogel,

Mr. Reynolds,
Mpr. Innes,

. Mr. Wilson,
Sir Henry Ayers,
Mr. Barrow,
Mr. Palmer,
Mr. Thompson,
Mr. Barlee.

6. Mr. Palmer then gave notice of the following Motion, to be moved on a future day :—

“That the Governments of the Colonies interested in branch Services make the necessary armngements for
their respective Services with the Government or Governments of the Colony or Colonies in charge of
the Contract for the Mail Service from Galle.”

7. Mr. Innes gave notice of the tollowing Motion :—

¢That the Confeérence take into consideration the question of existing mieans for the transmission, overland,
of the New South Wales and Queensland portion of the Mails, with a view to the adoption of such
temporary arrangements as will meet the requirements of these Colonies, pending the completion of
Railway Communication suitable for the transmission of Mails from Melbourne to Sydney.”

8. Mr. Wilson gave notice of tlie following Motion :—

¢ That this Conference move the Imperial Government to pay all charges upon the transmission of Mails to
and from London and San Francisco (retaining on account thereof all the Postages collected in Great
Britain), and to contribute the sum of £20,000 per annum towards a sirgle Service between San

Francisco, New Zedland, and Sydney ; such Service to be agreed upon between the Governments of
New Zealand and New Soath Wales.”

9. Mr. Langton gave notice of the following Motion :—

“That in the opinion of this Conference, the Imperial Government should be moved 1o contribute the sum
of £5000 per annum towards a Service from Singapore to Queensland and New South Wales; such
Service to be arranged for by the Governments of Queensland and New South Wales, South Australia
undertaking to contribute the sum of £2000 per annum if the Mail Steamers call at Port Darwin.”

10. Mr. Vogel gave notice of the following Motion :—

¢That these Resolutions be telegraphed to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, with a statement showing
what Colonies have voted: for and against each Resolution ; and that the Secretary of State be requeste
to telegraph to the Conference the views of Her Majesty’s Government upon the Resolutions.”

11. Mr. Francis gave notice of the following Motion :—

““The Conference is of opinion that, should there be more than one Californian Service, the Imperial subsidy
should not be paid as long as the double Service continues.”

On the motion of Sir Henry Ayers, it was resolved, “That the Conference adjourn until Monday next, at
Ten o’clock.”

The Conference adjourned accordingly, at twenty-five ﬁlinutes to One o’clock, until Monday at Ten A.nr.
HENRY PARKES, Chairman.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 1873.
" Present :

New South Wales: The Honorable Henry Parkes.
The Honorable Saul Samuel.
New Zealand : The Honorable Julius Vogel. -
' The Honorable W. H. Reynolds.
Queensland : The Honorable A. H. Palmer.
The Honorable J. M. Thompson.

South Australia:  The Honorable 8ir Henry Ayers.
The Honorable J. H. Barrow.

Tasmania : The Honorable F. M. Innes.
The fHonorable J. M. Wilson.
Victoria : The Honorable J. G. Francis.

The Honorable E. Langton.
Western Australia: The Honorable F. P. Barlee.

The Conference having met at Ten o’clock a.xm., the Minutes of the Proceedings on the 81st ultimo were read
and confirmed.

1. Mr. Parkes then laid before the Conference the following Telegram, dated 28th January, 6+40, from the
Earl of Kimberley to Sir H. Robinson, Sydney :— ..

"¢ Tnform Conference that, as there appears to be some apprehension in this Country, itis to be undéerstood
that the Treasury does not exclude from their consideration any second Mail Service recommended by
the Australian Colonies, in pursuance of letter of 14th August, provided it is alternative with the other,
although they hold themselves free to decline any such second Service.”
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2 Mr. Vogel gave notice of the f'ollowing;‘ Motion :—

“That an Address to the Secretary of State, in the following terms, be adopted, when the subject of the
Investment of Trust Funds comes before the Conference for consideration :—

“The Representatives of the various Australasian Colonies, assembled in Conference, desire urgently to
impress upon the Right Honorable the Secretary of State for the Colonies the very unnecessary dis-
advantages to which, as it appears to them, the Colonies are subjected, through English Trustees not
" being at liberty to invest Trust Funds in Colonial Securities and Colonial Lands.

% When Trustees act under instruments which do not expressly exclude or include certain Securities, it'hgir-
discretion as to investment is still limited by certain Acts of Parliament. They may invest in Securities
guaranteed by Parliament, in Securities authorised by General Order of the Court of Chancery, in
Parliamentary Stocks, in Public Funds, or Government Securities: They are-also allowed to invest
in Indian unguaranteed Stocks; and lately they have been permitted to invest in Railway Securities.

¢ It is submitted by the Conference, that Legislative provision should be made, in virtue of which Trustees
would be equally at liberty to invest in Colonial Securities and Lands. There do not appear to be any
reagons. against this course, except such as might be urged by those who desire or anticipate the
disintegration of the Empire. As the assurance has been more than once lately given, that Her
Majesty’s Government—in accordance with the undoubted feelings of the vast majority of Her Majesty’s
subjects—do mot entertain opinions favourablé to the severance of the Colonies from the Mother
Country, there seems no reason why the Securities of the Colonies should not be placed upon as
favourable a footing as the unguaranteed Securities of India.

“¢ There are numerous cases of persons who reside in the Colonies, and on whose behalf Trusts are held, who
desire that the Trust Funds in which they are interested should be invested within the Colony in which
they reside. 'The Trust Deeds do not prohibit such a course, yet the Trustees, in the absencé of the
suggested legislative provision, find themselves unable to comply with the wishes of those on behalf of
whom they act. .

“The enormous accumulation of Trust Moneys would make the measure now suggested one of great con-
venience to a large number of Her Mujesty’s subjects residing in the United Kingdom.

¢'The Conference earnestly urges the Secretary of State to take ‘the steps necessary to give effect to this
representation.’’ : .

8. Mr. Palmer moved the following Resolution, which having been seconded by Mr. Thompson, was
agreed to; viz.— _ :
“ That the Governments of the Colonies interested in branch Services make the necessary arrangements for
their respective Services with the Government or Governments of the Colony or Colonies in charge of the
Contract for the Mail Service from Galle.” :

4. Mr. Vogel proposed, and Sir Henry Ayers seconded the following Resolution :—

: “That the Colony of Victoria make all the payments for the main and branch Galle Services, That it
furnish to the Colonies separately quarterly estimates of the amountsto be contributed, and that, provided
the computations are approved, remittances be at once made. .That as soon after the 1st January as
possible, every year, final accounts be rendered and final adjustments made.”

And the same having been put, by the Chairman, was resolved in the affirmative, on the following division ; viz.—

AYEs. Nogs.
Mr. Francis, __ Mr. Samuel, and
Mr. Langton, Mr. Parkes.

Mr. Vogel,

Mr. Reynolds,

Mr. Innes,

Mr. Wilson,

Sir Henry Ayers,
' Mr. Barrow,

Mr. Palmer,

Mr. Thompson,

Mr, Barlee.

5. Mr. Palmer gave notice of the following Motion ; viz.—

(1.) ¢ That it is desirable that 2 Mail Service, alternating with the four-weekly Service vid Galle, be established
" through Torres Straits to Singapore, taking as a basis the conditional agreement entered into between
the Colonial Secretary of Queensland and Mr. Frazer.

(2.) That the Terminus of such line in the Australian Colonies be at the port of

. (8.) That the contributions of the variocus Colonies towards such Service be in the following proportions ;
viz,.— , .

New South Wales,

New Zealand,

Queensland, one-half,

South Australia,

Tasmania, and

Victoria.””

6. Mr. Innes gave notice of the following Motion, in liew of the Notice of Motion given by him on Friday
January 81 ; viz.— ‘

(1.) “That the Conference having taken into further consideration the following Resolution, adopted on the
motion of Mr. Langton, on the 27th ultimo, viz.—

““That inasmuch as the-Railway from Melbourne to Albury will be completed during the current year, and as
mails can then be conveyed between Melbourne and Sydney in 84 hours, or 22 hours less than the average
time occupied by the P. and O. Company’s steamers, thus securing the delivery of New South Wales and
Queensland mails one day earlier than at present,—the terminus of the Galle Service shall be at Mel-
bourne,’”’—

are of opinion that the provision therein contemplated, for the transmission of the New South Wales
and Queensland Mails from Melbourne to Sydney, is not satisfactory.
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(2.) ¢ That pending the establishment of 2 Second Mail Service between Europe and New South Wales, in any
new Contract which may be entered into for the Service from Galle, it be provided that the Mails for
New South Wales and Queensland should continue to be delivered in Sydney, subject to the condition

of New South Wales engaging to bear any excess of cost which may arise from the Mails being con-
veyed beyond Melbourne by the Mail Steamer. . :

(8.) “Thatwitha view to the disposal of these Resolutions, the Government of New South Wales be requested
to lay official Reports before the Conference on the existing facilities for the conveyance of Mails from
Albury to Sydney.”

7. Mr. Wilson then moved a Resolution of which notice had been given by him on the 31st ultimo, as follows
(which having been amended, after much discussion, was unanimously agreed to) :—
Original Motion,—
¢ That this Conference move the Imperial Government to pay all charges upon the transmission of Mails to and
from London and San Francisco (retaining an account thereof all the postages collected in Great Britain),
and to contribute the sum of £20,000 per annum towards a single Service between San Francisco, New
Zealand, and Sydney ; such Service to be agreed upon between the Governments of New Zealand and
New South Wales.”” .

Amended Motion,—

¢ That this Conference move the Imperial Government to pay all charges upon the transmission of Mails to
and from London and San Francisco (retaining on account thereof all’the Postages collected in Great
Britain), and to contribute the sum of £20,000 per annum towards a San Francisco Service, to be agreed
upon between the Governments of New Zealand and New South Wales.”

8. Mr. Palmer gave notice of the following Motion :—

¢ That in view of the serious inconvenience which would arise to the whole of the Australian Colonies in the
event of interruption to telegraphic communication with Europe, it is desirable that a cable should be
constructed between Java or Timor and the terminus of the Queensland Telegraph lines at Norman
Mouth. :

“That this Conference, or the Members of it who agree to these Resolutions, recommend their various
Governments to obtain Parliamentary sanction to a guarantee of 5 per cent. on-the cost of construction
of such Cable. Recommendations contained in the letter of the Superintendent of Electric Telegraphs,
herewith annexed, to be taken as a basis in any agreement with a Cable Construction Company. The:
Government of Queensland to enter into the necessary arrangements, and receive and pay all claims under
such agreement either with the Construction Company or the subscribing Colonies.””

The Superintendent of Eleciric Telegraphs, Queensland, to the Colonial Secretary, Queensland.
Electric Telegraph Department, Superintendent’s- Office,
Brisbane, 9tk December, 1872.
S1R, : )
I HAVE the honor to retirn, with-schedule annexed, the several offers lately received from England to lay a Cable from
East Java to the terminus of the Queensland lines at Carpentaria.

I am informed. that the British-Australian Company’s Directors have declined to connect their Cable with the lines of
this Colony, although pledged to do so. Under these cireumstances, I would strongly recommend, as most suitable for the
general interests of Australia, that the promoters of the Indo-Australian Company’s offer be accepted, subject, however, to
the following modifications, namely,—that the Cable, in lieu of being taken to Java, as at first proposed, should be carried
north of Timor to a point on the southern coast of Celebes ncar Macassar, a distance of 1550 nautical miles, thence to the
south-west coast of Borneo, 700 miles; total length of Cable, 2250 miles,—for which Queensland and New South Wales
should jointly guarantee 5 per cent. on the cost of construction. .

A Cable from thence to Singapore, 350 miles, to be provided for by the Company without a colonial guaraniee. If
this route is followed, the land lines in Sumatra and Java will be avoided, the important islands of Borneo and Celebes
placed in circuit, and on completion of the Calcutta and Singapore Company’s line, which will be at once commenced, inde-
pendent communication with the United Kingdom, vi¢ the Indo-European and Submarine Companies’ lines, will be
secured. :

In the event of this proposal being favourably considered, the Imperial authorities should be requested to take sound-
ings between Celebes and Carpentaria without delay ; and much time and trouble might be saved by sending a competent
person to London, with full power from the Queensland and New South Wales Governments to enter into-necessary
arrangements for manufacturing, submerging, and working the Cables. ’ '

I have, &c.,
W. J. CRACKNELL, Supt. Electric Telegraphs.
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SCHEDULE.
TENDER® received for Manufacturing and Laying Submarine Telegraph Cable.
. Weight . .
. .1, | Weight . Prices
No Name Total Length— 0};8; mx.le of Price Sheathi Total | Extra| Time of
=% 1 of Tenderer. |Length|DivisionsofCable.]> ‘~V'¢ ineylag- |, PET neathing- Cost. |Length) Contract.
copper . knot, P
. con- ing : Cable.
material.
ductor,
Miles. £ :
1.| India-rubber, | 1995 | A Main cable, | 210 lbs. | 260 1bs. | 187 | Galvanised iron|£460,000( .. [9 calendar
Gutta Percha, 800 knots : wires, covered : months to
and Telegraph B Main cable, | 180 ,, | 240 ,, 236 | with three coat-| manufacture
Works Co. ‘1050 knots - ings of mineralj - cable only ;
(Limited). C Shore-end {200 ,, (220 ,, | 348 | pitch and silica. no. specified
’ cable,120 knots . time for lay-
D Shore-end » g5 | 3 s | 1000 ing.
: cable, 25
2 | Indo-Australian| ditto | A 210 lbs. |'260 1bs. | .. | AservingofIndia-|{£694,000
Telegraph Co. ‘B ditt 180 ,, | 240 ,, rabber, felt, and|—5 per
C Htto 200 ,, |220 ,, jute yarn overjcent.gua-
D PTIEETN S  core, & sheathed(rantee,
with galvanised
wire,served with
Clarke’s | com-
pound and jute
yarn.
3 | Hooper’s Tele- | ditto | A 210 Ibs. [ 260 1bs. | .. ditto £480,000f .. [12 calendar
graph Works. B ditto 180 ,, | 240 ,, . months to
C ! 200 ,, 1200 ,, R manufacture
D P T and lay the .
cable.
4 | Siemens Bros...|. ditto | A 210 lbs. | 260 Ibs. [ .. ditto" £560,000{A £160[12 calendar
No. 1. B ditto 180 ,, (240 ,, B £164|months to
C 200 ,, {200 ,, C £224|manufacture
D S T D£660jand lay the
. cable.
5 | Siemens Bros..| ditto | A . 210 Ibs. | 260 Ibs. | .. ditto £685,000f .. |12 calendar
No. 2. . B ditto 180 ,, | 240 ,, —5&  per| months to
C 200 ,, [200 ,, cent.gua~- manufacture
~|D [ T rantee. . |and lay the
' ' cable.
6 | W. T. Henley ..| ditto Ditto ditto ditto 300 ditto £598,500]

W. J. CRACKNELL, Superintendent of Electric Telegraphs.

Electric Teleg.raph .Dejmrtment, Superintendent’s Offfice,
Brisbane, 9th December, 1872,

¢ That the Imperial Government be requested to assist the Governments of the Australian Colonies in the con-
struction of such Cable :— '

1st. By causing soundings to be taken by Her Majesty’s ships in the seas through which the Cable must pass.
2nd. By such aid, pecuniarily or otherwise, as they may think fit.”

‘9. Mr. Vogel then moved, and Mr. Reynolds seconded,—

“That a communication from the Representatives of New Zealand, dated January 30th, 1873, on the subject

of the Californian Mail Service, addressed to the Colonial Secretary of New South Wales, should be

_ entered upon the Records of the Proceedings of the Conference.” ‘

- Agreed to.
(For letter, see separate Papers.)
10. Mr. Barlee gave notice of the following Motion :— _

(1.) ¢ That as it is undesirable for the several Colonies of Australia to depend on a single line of telegraphic
communication with Europe, this Conference recommends the construction of a second cable, either
from Galle to Western Australia »id the Cocos or Keeling Islands, or from Java to Western Australia.

(2.) That such cable be landed at the Port of Geraldton, in Western Australia, in latitude 28° 477, from whence
telegraphic communication exists overland to the Port of King George’s Sound in the same Colony, in
latitude 385° 0.

*(8.) That from thence communication be conveyed either by land-line to South Australia, or by cable to such
‘point in Australia as may in the opinion of this Conterence be most conducive to the general interests
ot the several Colonies. ’ :

(4.) That the adoption of these Resolutions possesses the great advantage of placing all the Australian
Colonies, New Zealand, and Tasmania in immediate communication—a manifest commercial advantage
to be gained by no other route. o : .

(5.) That the cost of this Service will best Le met by Parliamentary sanction being obtained to a guarantee
not exceeding 5 per cent. on the cost of construction to and from the ports of arrival and departure in
‘Western Anstralia.” . '

11. Mr. Wilson then moved as follows :—

(1.) “That this Conference, having had under its consideration Lord Kimberley’s circular despatch of the
19th April, 1872, resolves to adopt a joint Memorial to the Queen, praying that Her Majesty will,
-direet such  measures to be taken as will enable the Royal Assent to be given to the Intercolonial
Reciprocity Acts of the Legislatures of Tasmania, South Australia, and New Zealand, and that Her
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Majesty will direct such measures to be taken as may be found necessary to give full effect to the wishes
and requests of the Governments and Legislatures of Her Majesty’s Australasian Possessions in the
matter of Intercolonial Free Trade. : :
(2.) That the Hon. H. Parkes, the Hon. J. Vogel, and the Mover be a Committee to prepare a draft of such
joint Memorial for the consideration of the Conterence.”
Which having been amended, as follows, was agreed to,— :
¢ That this Conference having had under its consideration Lord Kimberley’s circular despatch of
19th April, 1872, resolved to adopt a joint Memorial to the Queen praying that Her Majesty will direct
such measures to be taken as may be found necessary to give full eftect to the wishes und requests of the
Governments and Legislatures of Her Majesty’s Australasian Possessions in the matter of Intercolonial
commercial reciprocity.
¢ That Mr. Parkes, Mr, Vogel, and the Mover be a Committee to prepare a draft of such joint Memorial, for
the consideration of the Conference at its meeting on a future day.”

The Conference adjourned at Four o’clock, until next day at Ten o’clock A.n.
HENRY PARKES, Chairman.

PUESDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 1873.

Present :

New South Wales: The Honorable Henry Parkes.
The Honorable Saul Samuel.

New Zealand : The Honorable Julius Vogel.
. . 'The Houorable W, H. Reynolds.

Queensland : The Honorable A. H. Palmer.
. The Honorable J. M. Thompson.

South Australia.:  The Honorable Sir Henry Ayers.
The Honorable J. H. Barrow.

Tasmania : The Honorable F, M. Iunes.
The Honorable J. M. Wilson.
Vietoria : The Honorable J. G. Francis.

The Honorable E. Langton.
Western Australia: The Honorable F. P. Barlee.

The Conference having met .at Ten o’clock, the Minutes of the Proceedings of yesterday’s date were read and
confirmed.
1, Mr. Barrow then gave notice of the following Moyicn :—
¢ That he will, on an early day, call the attention of the Conference, or the Representatives of those Colonies
more immediately interested therein, to the unsatisfactory nature of the existing arrangements’ for the
collection of Customs Daties on the River Murray, and will move that it is desirable to terminate as soon
as possible the present system of the collection of duties, and to substitute instead the payment of lump sums
in lieu ot dutics, to be arranged by the Colonies concerned on an equitable basis, calculated upon past
actual collections.”

2, Mr. Palmer gave notice of the following Motion :—
¢ That the present state of the law in regard to the extradition of criminals escaping from one Colony into
another is defective.

“That in lieu of the present system, an Act should be passed in each Colony enabling a criminal warrant duly
issued in one Colony to be executed in another, on the endorsement of a Judge or Magistrate.

¢ That such Act should provide (with such safeguards as may be deemed necessary) that the contents of any
such warrant issued ia one Colony may be transmitted by telegraph to unother Colony, and that a certified
transeript of the message shall have the same eftect as an original warrant.

“That the Act referred to should, as nearly as possible, be alike in each Colony.”

3. Mr. Palmer moved a Resolution in accordance with notice given by him on the preceding day, on the
subject of the establishment of a Mail Service through Torres Straits to Singapore, when, after discussion, it was
moved by Mr. Palmer and seconded by Mr. Thompson, that the following Motion be substituted for the original
one, which was agreed to unanimously, and carried :—

¢ That Queensland negotiate for a Service between Singapore, Brisbane, and Sydney, at a cost not exceeding
£25,000 per anoum. The cost to be divided between all the Colonies in proportion to the number of
letters they despatch by this route. The Imperial Government to be asked to contribute £5000
per annum towards the subsidy.”

4, Mr. Barrow proposed, and Mr. Palmer seconded, the following Resolution :—

“That the Minutes of Proceedings of the Conference be printed, confidentially, for the use of the Members
only, and that each day’s proceedings be printed after being confirmed by the Conference,” which was

unanimously agreed to.”’

Mr. Vogel, with the concurrence of the Conference, withdrew the Notices of Motion given by him on Monday,
27th ultimo. o '

Mr. Samuel, with the concurrence of the Conference, withdrew the Notice of ‘Motion given by him on Monday,
27th ultimo.

Mr. Langton, with the concurrence of the Conference, withdrew the Notice of Motion given by him on
81st ultimo. ’ .

Mr. Francis, also, with the concurrence of the Conference, withdrew the Notice of Motion given by him
on 31st ultimo.



23

5. Mr, Vogel then gave notice of the following, Motion :—

"¢ The Representatives of the Colonies of
desire to express their sense of the untiring energy and perseverance displayed by the Colony of South
Australia, in connection with the establishment of through Telegrapk Communication between the
Australasian Colonies and Great Britain. .

“That the arguments which may be used in favour of the Governments of a Country and its dependencies
taking charge of the Land Telegraph Lines apply with greater force to their taking charge of the Lines
of Telegraph Cable which connect them. . .

¢ That if the means of Telegraph Communication between Great Britain and the Colonies were in the hands
of the joint Governments, the rates of charges for the use of the line might be materially reduced, since
the interest required by the shareholders of the various companies interested is much larger than that
which would have to be paid on borrowed money. .

“ Tha;;{_i Great Britain, by the use of her Nuvy, has great facilities for maintaining the Cables in a condition of
efliciency.

“That for these and other reasons of a self-evident character, the Conference urge on Great Britain to join
with India and the Colonies in acquiring or constructing a through line of Telegraph Communication
between Great Britain, India, and the Australasian Colonies.

¢'That the money necessary for the purpose be borrowed by Great Britain, and that the yearly interest,
together with the annual cost of maintenance, and, if necessary, an annual sum for rencwal, be divided
between Great Britain, the various Indian Possessions, and the Australasian Colonies, in the proportion of
the mileage ot the messages despatched from each contributing Country—each contributing Country to
keep its own receipts. '

“That in acquiring the through line, a distinction he made between the. ordinary land lines in the Australian
Colonies and in those parts of the Jand lines constructed or principally required for through use. That
the ordinary land rates be charged on the ordinary .land lines; but that the land lines for through use
should be acquired. . ‘ ’

“That South Australia should be fully reimbursed the expense she has incurred in establishing the through
line, and that an alternative line by way of Queensland should be constructed. That the Cable connecting
with Tasmania, and one connecting with New Zealand, should be acquired or constructed. '

“That in anticipation or in default of effect being given to the foregoing Resolutions, the Colonies shall, in
joint association, acquire so much of the land lines of Australia as may be considered to belong to the
through route, shall construct or acquire an alternative line by way of Queensland, the Cable connecting
with Tasmania, and a Cable connecting with New Zealand. That the necessary money be borrowed on
their joint security, and that the annual interest and maintenance be charged to the Colonies, in proportion
to their several receipts, for the use of the lines belonging to the associated Colonies, each Colony to
retain its own receipts.

6. Mr. Innes moved, and Mr. Palmer seconded, as follows : —
(1.) That the Conference having taken into further consideration the following Resolution, adopted, on the
motion of Mr. Langton, on the 27th ultimo, viz. :—

¢ That inasmuch as the Railway from Melbourne tO Albury will be completed during the current year, and as
muils can then be conveyed between Melbourne and Sydney in 84 hours, or 22 hours less than the average
time occupied by the P.'and O. Company’s steamers, thus securing the delivery of New South Wales and
Queensland Mails one day earlier than at present,—the terminus of the Galle Service shall Le at
‘Melbourne,”” —

is of opinion, that the provisions therein contemplated for the transmission of the New South Wales
and Queensland Mails from Melbourne to Sydney is not satisfactory.”

Which after having been fully discussed, was put from the Chair, and negatived on the following division :—

AvEs, Nozs.
Mr. Innes, - Mr. Francis,
Mr. Palmer, Mr. Langton,
Mr. Thomson, Mr. Vogel,
Mr, Samuel, and Mr. Reynolds,
Mr. Parkes, Sir Henry Ayers,

Mr. Barrow,
Mr. Barlee,
Mr. Wilson declined to vote. :

7. Mr. Parkes then handed in a protest for himself and his colleague against the grounds on which the Conference
kad arrived at the above decision, also 2 Memorandum signed by Mr. Samuel and himself, which he requested might
be printed. The Conference agreed to the same being entered upon the Minutes.

“ We, the undersigned Representatives of the Government of New South Wales, duly accredited to this
Conference, having in our places protested against the Resolution adopted by a majority, on the 27th
January, now desire to record our protest against the grounds on which the Conference has decided that
the Terminus of the Mail Service vid the Red Sea and Point de Galle shall be at Melbourne.

Ist. Because the Galle Service is the premier Australian Service, and the ouly Service supported by the
Imperial Government in the interest of all the Colonies, and ought therefere to be. arranged and
contracted for in view of securing its Postal advantages to all equally, irrespective of other considerations.

2nd. Becanse, if the meographical situation and commercial advantages of any one port point it out as the natural
or most convenient terminus in the interest of the majority ot the Colonies, such an arrangement should
not be frustrated by any local jealousy of the distinction, or other minor collateral benefits, which may

. be supposed to be incidental to a terminal point. : ' :
3rd. Because the terminus of this Service has hitherto been at Sydney, and the superiority of that port as the
terininus, considered in view of Australian as distinguished from local interests, has not been attempted
to be disproved, and cannot be denied.

4th: Because the period which must ne-essarily be agreed upon for the course of post under any Contract
will allow ample time for the mail ships to proceed to Sydney as hitherto, without a reshipping ot
mails, and without injury to the interests of any Colony (in respect to the carriage of mails, passengers,
or cargo) which properly ought to be served by a Postal Service. .

5th. Because an extensive passenger and goods traffic between New South Wales and Europe is-carried on
by the ships of the Galle Service ; and it would be unjust to require the passengers and goods for this
Colony to be unnecessarily reshipped at Melbourne,
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6th. Because no single ground of a Federal character, advanced ' in the intefests of all the Colomes, hus been
stated in support of the mail ships stopping at Melbourne.

7th. Because the support offered by the Imperial Government is m'lmfest]y not intended to O'ive any pre-
eminent advantages to the South-western apart from the other Australian Colonies, and -still less to -
subsidize the commercial ambition of any one of them apart from the proper objects of a Postal Service.

8th. Because the South-western Colonies, in relation to the Galle Service, possess important inciderital advan-
tages, by being the first Colonies which the sieamers reach and the last from which they depart, —-lhus
_ enjoying much longer time than New South Wales for the purposes of correspondence.

9th, Because the geographical disadvantage to which New South Wales is exposed in this respect, would be
needlessly aggravated by the Ocean Stenmers stopping short at Melbourne, whilst such a course would
neither conduce to economy nor afford any additional postal advantage to the Southern Colonies.

10th. Because the making that port the terminus, without any necessity whatever, and not swith the view of
improving, but by directly impairing, the efliciency of the Service, would be fostering the rivalry of
Melbourne by Imperial expenditure, and embittering the relations between the two Colonies and the
Mother Country.

11th. Because the ground assigned by a majority of the Conference for a change of terminus,—?hat the Mails
Jor New South Wales and Queensland should be carried overland between Melbourne and Sydney, 230
miles out of a total distance of 550 miles, by horse teams,—is scarcely less preposterous, under existing
circumstances, than if it were proposed that they should be carried by a service of balloons; and it
cannot be regarded by us as other than an evidence of indifference to the just claims of New South
Wales.

For the foregoing reasons, the Representatives of New South Wales, while expressing their anxiety for agree-
ment and united action on other questions, cannot take part in any further consideration of the proposed
Mail Service between Melbourne and Galle.”’

HENRY PARKES.
SAUL SAMUEL.
Sydney, February 4th, 18783. .
MEMORANDUXM.
The Representatwes of New South Wales are prepared—

1st. To abide by the result of Tenders being called for two Services—one to Sydney and one to-Melbourne,
with the necessary branches—and to accept whichever is cheapest in the interest of all the Colonies ; or,

¢2nd. To leave the question of Terminus to the decision of the Secretary of State.”’

HENRY PARKES.

: SAUL SAMUEL.
February 4th, 1873.

8. Sir Henry Ayers proposed, and Mr. Barlee seconded, the following Motion ; viz.—

¢ That the Chairman be requested to apply by letter to Mr. Macaulay, to ascertam whether he is prepared to
give any answer to the questions put to him on‘the 27th ult.”’—which, on being put from the Chau,
was carried unanimously.

The Conference adjourned at Four o clock, until next day at half-past Ten o’clock.

HENRY PARKES, Chairman.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 1873.

Present :
New South Wales: The Honorable Henry Parkes.
The Honorable Saul Samuel.
New Zealand : The Honorable Julius Vogel.
The Honorable W. H. Reynolds.

Queensland : The Honorable A. H. Palmer.
The Honorable J. M. Thompson.

South Australia: The Honorable Sir Henry Ayers.
The Honorable J. H. Barrow.

Tasmania: The Honorable F. M. Innes.

The Honorable J. M. Wilson.
Victoria : The Honorable J. G. Francis.

The Honorable E. Langton.
Western Australia : The Honorable F. P, Barlee.
The Conference having met at half—pas* Ten o clock A, the Minutes of the Proceedings on the 4th instant
were read and confirmed.

1. Mr. Langton laid before the Conference a paper embodying the reasons of the Victorian Representatives
in favour of Melbourne being the Terminus of the Suez Mail ‘Service, which the Conference desired should be
printed ; viz.—

¢ Reasons submitted by the Representatives of Victoria in favour of Melbourne being the Termmus of the
Suez Mail Service :—

1. -Because for the Suez Service it is the most central port of Australia, and from it lhe branch Services
to New Zealand and Tasmania must diverge.
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2. Because the time occupied with the mails from Europe will be shortened to all the Colonies (except

* Western Australia, which will not be aflected by the change), by the saving of some hours in takingin

eoals at King George’s Sound for the voyage from Melbourne to Sydney.

8. Because a further saving of (on the average) twelve hours will be effected, by avoiding the delay now
caused by the detention in Hobson’s Bay, for the discharge of cargo for Melbourne, and the transhipment
of mails for other Colonies.

4. Because after August next, when the North-eastern Railway of Victoria will be completed ‘to the
boundary of New South Wales, on'the journey from Melbourne to Sydney a further saving can be effected,
if the mails are carried overland, of at least ten hours. (See Report of Engineer-in-Chief of Victoria attached.)

5. Because for every ten miles of Railway completed by New South Wales from Goulburn towards
Albury, a further saving of one hour will be effected.

6. Because if the Land Service from Albury to Goulburn be objected to by New South Wales, and the
mails to that Colony and Queensland are sent by a branch steamer, the saving of time at King George’s
Sound and Hobson’s Bay will still be effected, and those muils delivered from fittcen to twenty-four hours
earlier than under the present arrangement; or the mail may be divided, on the same principle as is adopted
vid ]% rindisi and Southampton, the letters being sent gverland, while the heavy portion of the mail could be
sent by sea. .

7.-Because Sydney is the natural terminus of the Pacific and Torres Straits routes; and, in the dis-
tribution of the advantages incidental to Mail Services, ‘Melbourne is entitled to the terminus of the Service
for which it is most conveniently situated, and towards which it contributes so large an amount. Without
this concession Victoria would contribute largely to all the Services, and purticipate in the incidental
advantages of none. ' '

8. Because New South Wales will, in regard to the Torres Straits and Pacific Services, enjoy similar
advantages to those which will be conferred on South Australia and Victoria by the Galle Service.

9. Because by the terminus being at Melbourne, the Service would cost less to all the Colonies than by
requiring the Galle steamer to go on to Sydney.’ ’ i

- 10. Because the voyage from Galle to Melbourne is 4635 miles,—an extreme distance for any vessel to
be kept under steam, and to perform her voyage with regularity at the speed required. To this long distance,
the extension to Sydney involves an addition of 602 miles.

11. Because the finest dock in Australia has been built at Melbourne, maihly with the view of fitting the
port to be the terminus of this line, ' .

12. Because by the steamer calling at Glenelg, at least forty hours notice will always be given to prepare
for despatch of the branch steamers from Melbourne. :

13. Because steamers sail almost daily from Melbourne to- Sydney, thus ensuring without delay or
undue expense the immediate transmission of the mails. :

14. Because Victoria pays about one-half of the entire subsidy to the Suez line.

15. Because the contemplated subsidy of the Imperial Government to the second line is contingent on
its being an alternating line, as shown in Treasury letter, 14th August, 1872; and by the terminus of the
Suez Line being at Melbourne, the time for delivery of European mails at Sydney would be,— -

Vid San Francisco .. .e .. .. 47 days.
Vid Suez (by branch Service) . .. .- 47 days.

'16. Because any postal compact, such as it is desired to enter into at this Conference, must be based’
upon mutual coneession ; but if this termicus be not conceded to Victoria, that Colony would be, while the
largest contributor, the only Colony to which no concession whatever was made.

17. Because, on the ground "of population, commerce, and correspondence, Victoria has the greatest
interest in the Service. .

18. Because Victoria is willing to contribute to other lines affording little or no advantages to her.

19. Because the Parliament of Victoria does not meet till May, and then will not confirm any agree-
ment unless the terminus of this line be at Melbourne. It will then be too late to enter into fresh nego-
tiations for any contract to commence the Service in January next. )

’ J. G. FRANCIS.

5th February, 1873.- o : EDWARD LANGTON.

Engineer-in-Chief’s Office, Railway Depariment,
Melbourne, 8th January, 1878.
MEMO,

The distance from: Melbourne to Belvoir, which is the terminus of the North-eastern Railway, is 186} miles; from
Belvoir to Albury it is 2} miles, and from Albury to Goulburn, which is the present terminus of the Southern Railway of
New South Wales, the distance is 217 miles. This Railway is open from Goulburu to Sydney, a distance of 134 miles,

The North-eastern Railway will probably be opened to Belvoir not later than August next, and the journey between
Melbourne and Sydney will then be made over 820} miles of railway and 217 miles of road. That part of the journey
which is by rail can be done easily in ten hours, and that by road in thirty-one hours, making the whole time between
Melbourne and Sydney forty-one hours. The present average passage-of the P. & O. Mail Steamers is fifty-six hours.

The New South Wales Government has determined to extead its Southern -Railway from Goulburn to Wagga Wagga,
which is 310 miles from Sydney. This extension is to be commenced at once, and completed in three years. Wagga
Wagga is seventy-nine miles from the terminus of the North-eastern Railway at Belvoir., At the end of three years,
therefore, the journey between Sydney and Melbourne will be made by rail for 4964 miles, and by road for 79 miles. That
part of the journey which is by rail can be done easily in fifteen hours, and that by road in .eleven hours, making the
whole time between Sydney and Melbourne twenty-six bours, as against fifty-six hours by the mail steamers.

To state the matter shortly : fiftcen hours can be saved in transmitting the mails. between Sydney and Melbourne
after next August, by adopting the North-eastern Railway instead of the sea route; and when the Southern Railway of
New South Wales is completed to Wagga Wagga, thirty hours can be saved. If express speed were used for the mail

_ trains the saving of time would be still greater.

A . T. HIGINBOTHAM, Engineer-in-Chief.”
Mr. Palmer then gave notice of the following Motion, to be moved by him on a future day, viz.—

“That the circular letter -of the Colonial Secretary of Queensland, annexed hereto, on the subjeci of
Intercolonial Telegraph Messages, be taken into consideration.”
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- (Circular.) ’ Queensland, . . )
Colonial Secretary’s Office, Brisbane, 11th January, 1873.
SIR,— S

With reference to former correspondence on the subject of the tariff for Intercolonial Telegraph Messages, I have
the honor to inform you that, in order to simplify arrangements, it is considered desirable to adopt, as nearly as possible,
the system and manner of working now in general operation throughout the world. To effect this it will be necessary for
the several Colonies to agree to a terminal and transit rate, and to charge for the address and signature; but it is proposed
to extend the message from ten to twenty words, including address and signature, allowing ten words for the latter, and
instead of charging for each additional word, to make a charge for every additional ten words or part of ten words.

The rates proposed for consideration are as follows :—

- RATE for transmission of twenty words, including address and signature, every ten words, or portion of ten words
being charged half rate.

Terminal Rate for | Transit Rate for
Messages received Messages sent
or delivered within through the Colony.
the Colony.
s. d. s d.
Queensland .o .o .o .. . .. 2 0 7 0
New South Wales .. .. .. . . 2 0 2 0
Victoria . .. .. .. . .. 1 0 1 0
South Australia . .. . . 2 0 20 0
Tasmanian Cable Co. .. .. e . . e 4 0
- .. .. .. .. 1 0

Tasmania .e .

According to this scale, the charges for Intercolonial Messages of twenty words, including address and signature,
would be—

Between any Station in Queensland and any Station in New South Wales .. 4s,
Ditto, Victoria .. . . .- .. . . - . 5s.
Ditto, South Australia .. o . - . .. . .. 6s.
Ditto, Tasmania .. .. . .. .. .. . .. .o 10s.

Half rate for every ten words or part of ten words additional. Press messages to be charged one-half the ordinary rates.
It is also proposed to divide the receipts between the Colonies in the following manner, viz.—

New South Wales business .- .. .o .. to New South Wales.
’ _to Queensland.

to Victoria

to New South Wales.
to Queensland.

to South Australia.
to New South Wales.
to Queensland.

to Tasmania.

to Cable Company.
to Victoria.

to New South Wales.
to Queensland.

Victorian .e .. .. .. . .

South Australian . .e e .o ..

Tasmanian .o .. .. .. ..

e OS] et RS RO p e A

I would strongly recommend the proposed alterations for the favourable consideration of your Government, as it is
considered that the simplification of the arrangements, and the establishment of the charges on a more satisfactory and
uniform basis, would tend to facilitate the transaction of telegraphic business.

I have, &c., )
. A. H. PALMER.
3. Sir Henry Ayers gave notice of the following Motions:—

(1.) “That as those descriptions of Australian Wines best capable of sustaining a voyage to Great Britain’
contain more than twenty-six per cent. of proof spirit, this Conference move the Imperial Government
to admit such Wines at the uniform duty of one shilling per gallon; or, should a limit of the strength
be considered necessary, then that all Australian Wines containing less than thirty-five per cent. of
proof spirit be admitted at a duty of one shilling per gallon.”

(2.) “That the Governments of the Australian Colonies recommend to their respective Legislatares the passing
of a uniform Jaw relating to the remedies to be had against absconding Debtors, including the issuing
of execution in any Colony upon registration of the judgment from any Court of the Colony in which
the cause of action arose.”

4. Mr. Francis moved, and Mr. Palmer seconded, the following Resolution, which was unanimously agreed
to:—

“That in reference to Lord Ximberley’s despatch of 19th April, 1872, a Committee be appointed to draw up a
Memorial to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, requesting him to move the Imperial Government
to introduce a measure into the Imperial Parliament enabling the Australian Colonies to make arrange-
ments with each other for the reciprocal admission of their products und manufactures on such terms
%% _1lnay ;t:e mutually agreed upon, and that such Committee consist of Messrs. Parkes, Vogel, and

ilson. : '

The Conference adjourned from One o’clock until Two.

5. On resuming, Mr. Reynolds moved the Resolution, notice of which had been given by him, on the subject of
the erection and mainteuance of a Light-louse on “The Snares,” when, after discussion, the Resolution
was amended as follows :—

¢ That the Representatives of the Colonies of New South Wales, New Zealand. Queensland, Tasmania, and
Victoria undertake to urge upon their respective Governments and Legislatures to join in the erection
and maintenance of a Light-house on *The Snares,” to the south of New Zealand, as a site offering
more advantages than the Auckland Islands to shipping, on the homeward voyuge from thc Austra-
lian Colonies.” .

‘Whereupon Mr, Francis moved, and Mr, Langton seconded, the following Amendment :—

¢ That this Conference is of opinion that the risk to life and property oceasioned by the existence of dangerous
groups of islands, known as The Snares,” and the Auckland Islands, lyiny to the southward of New
Zealand, and situated respectively in 48° &’ S. lat., and 166° 82’ E. long., and 50050’ S. lat,, and 166° E.
long., would be very much reduced by the establishment and maintenance of a First-class Ocean Light;
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and in order to cover the cost of erecting and maintaining the said Light, the Conference agree to
recommend to the Imperial .and to their respective Governments, that the expense should be borne
by contributions in proportion to the tonnage of the shipping entered inwards or ‘outwards in Great
Britain, or in each Colony deriving benefit from the same.”

The Chairman then put the Question to the Conference as follows :—That all the words after the word That,”

i the beginning of Mr. Reynolds’ Resolution, be omitted, with a view to the insertion of all the words of the Amend-
- ment proposed by Mr. Francis, when it was carried in the affirmative. '

. Ayss, Nots.
Mr. Francis, Mcr. Vogel,
Mr. Langton, Mr. Reynolds.

Mr. Samuel.
The Amendment moved by Mr. Francis was then put from the Chair, and carried on the following division :—

~ Ayss. No.
Mr. Francis, Mr. Reynolds,
Mr. Langton, "
Mr, Samuel,
Mr. Parkes.

Messrs. Thompson, Barlee, Barrow, Vogel, and Sir Henry Ayers declined to vote.

6. Mr. Barrow then proposed the following Motion standing in his name ; viz.— .

That in order to perfect the lighting up of the South Australian and Victorian Coasts, the following additional
Lights are required:— - .

(1.) A Light on Penguin Island, Rivoli Bay, about midway between Cape Jaffa and Cape Northumberland.
(2.) A Light on Cape Bridgewater.
(3.) A Light on Ram Head, about thirty-five miles west of Cape Howe,

‘When, after discussion, the further consideration was postponed.

7. Mr, Langton gave notice of the following Motion :—

“That a Committee, consisting of Messrs. Barrow, Reynolds, Samuel, Francis, and Palmer, be appointed to
consider and report on the desirability of constituting some general Trinity Board, to determine on the
best means of lighting effectively the Australasian Coasts.”

8. Mr. Vogel moved the Resolution, of which he had' given notice, on the subject of the Investment of Trust
-Funds.
‘When, after some discussion, it was resolved to postpone the further consideration thereof for the present.

The Conference then adjourned until the next day at Eleven o’clock a.M.
: B HENRY PARKES, Chairman,

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 1873.
Present :

New South Wales: The Honorable Henry Parkes,
The Honorable Saul Samuel.

New Zealand : The Honorable Julius Vogel.
: + The Honorable W. H. Reynolds.

Queensland : The Honorable A. H: Palmer.
-The Honorable J. M. Thompson.

South Australic: — The Honorable Sir Henry Ayers.
The Honorable J. H. Barrow.

Tasmania : The Honorable F. M. Innes.
The Honorable J. M. Wilson.
VYictoria : ) The Honorable J. G. Francis.

The Honorable E. Langton.
Western Australia: The Honorable F. P. Barlee.

The Conference- having assembled at Eleven o’clock a.M., the Minutes of the Proceedings of the 5th instant
were read and confirmed.

1. The Chairman Jaid before the Conference the Draft of a Memorial relating to Intercolonial Commercial
Reciprocity, prepared by the Committee appointed to draw up the same, which was ordered to be printed.

“The Representatives of the Colonies of New South Wales, New Zealand, Queenslend, South Australia,

: Tasmania, Viectoria, and Western Australia, assembled in Conference in Sydney, bave -carefully
considered the lengthened correspondence which has taken place between the Secretary of State and thetr
several Governments upon the subject of Intercolonial Comimercial Reciprocity. They have given
respectful attention to the arguments used by the Secretary of State in opposition to the views taken by
the Colonies. The Conference consider it their duty respectfully to urge upon the Imperial Government
to remove the restrictions which stand in the way of two or more Colonies of the Australasian group
entering into arrangements for the reciprocal admission of articles, the growth, produce, or mannfacture
of any part of Australia or New Zealand, upon terms to which they may mutually. agree.

“The Secretary of State expresses the opinion that the Colonies in making the request for powers-to enter into
Reciprocal Tariff Arrangements are actuated by leanings in favour of a protective policy. The Conference
desire to assure His Lordship that the decision they have arrived at is not based upon any considerations
in favour of Protection. . E

¢“The fact that the concession asked for by the Colonies has been supported by public- men holding widely
different opinions on the subjects of Free Trade and Protection, should be, it is submitted, a sufficient
proof that the Colonies are not seeking to insidiously promote Protection in'the requests theyrare making,
The tendency of the exercise of the powers which the ‘Colonies now seek will be rather -antagonistic

" to Protection than otherwise, inasmuch as it may lead to the modification of hostile’ and retaliatory
Tariffs. .

¢“The Conference loyally and earnestly assure the Secretary of State that they are actuated by-the desire to
strengthen the ties which so happily unite the Colonies to the Mother Country. They cannot believe that
the people of the United Kingdom will consider that their fellow-subjects in Australasia are doing more,
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q : in urging. their ‘present requests, than éndeavouring to fulfil the duties devolving upon them, of colonizing
. in the most effective manner Countriesin which the whole of ITer Majesty’s subjects have a common and
national interest. ’

“The Australasian Colonies only ask for powers which have been and are still exercised by the British-
‘American Provinces for a long series of years. -Seeing that the Constitution Act of New Zealand does not
debar that Colony from exercising the powers sought, it would almost appear that accident, rather than
design, has been. the cause of that clause in the Constitution Acts of the other Colonies which denies to
them the discretion to which they deem they have a right. :

“The Secretary of State admits that the powers sought are not inconsistent with Treaty obligations of Great
Britain. Indeed such a deduction is inevitable, because, otherwise, seeing that the same powers have
been exercised by the DBritish-American Provinces, the conclusion would be that Great Britain had per-
mitted her Dependencies to violate her Treaties. .

“The great distance which separates the Australasian Colonies from the Mother Country would prevent any
arrangements they might enter into from affecting the trade of the United Kingdom to any appreciable
extent. Reciprocity amongst the Australasian Colonies clearly coild not prejudice the commercial
interests of the Mother Country so much as reciprocity amongst the British-American Provinces.

“Two of the Governors of these Colonies—the Earl of Belmore and Governor Du Cane—have personally, on
their own independent authority, as Representatives of Her Majesty, declared themselves favourable to
granting the requests of the Colonies. It is submitted that the advice of experienced Imperial Officers is
entitled to the consideration of Her Majesty’s Government, especially when it independently confirms the
respectful requests of the colonists themselves.

¢ As the Secretary of State has expressed an opinion favourable to a Customs Union of the Australasian
Colonies, it 1s submitted that the power to enter into reciprocal Tariff Arrangements is eminently

calculated to promote that object.

“For these reasons, and for others to which it is unnecessary to refer, the Conference urge the Secretary of
State, without delay, to introduce the necessary measure into the Imperial Parliament, to enable any two
or more of the Australasian Colonies to enter into Reciprocal Tarift arrangements, upon terms to which
they may mutually agree.”’ :

¢ 2. Sir Henry Ayers gave notice of the following Motion :—

“That as inconvenience is caused through letters to the various Australian Colonies, posted for despatch by
sea or overland, intercolonially, being charged at different rates of postage, one uniform rate be adopted of
three-pence for all letters, whether despatched overland or by ship; also, that the several Australian
Colonies adopt one uniform rate on parcels and book packets, whether for despatch by sea or overland,
intercolonially ; viz.— '

Not exceeding 1 0Z...vvveeinerernecnnenereeneians 01
1 oz. but not exceeding 2 ozs. ..... Ceeeiieeianeaas 0 2
2 oz. 3 P 1 T P, vee. 0 4
3 1b. » 31lb. coiiiieeiiiiiiiie.. 008
3 b o g T T ]
% Ib. , 1lb, .......... e weeens .. 1 4

)
and so on, increasing 4d. for each % Ib. or fraction of a } 1b.”

8. Mr. Vogel handed in the reasons of the New Zealand Representatives in favour of Melbourne being the
Terminus of the Suez Mail Service, which the Conference desired should be printed.

¢ From the outset, Victoria has declared that, unless Melbourne were made the Terminus, she would not have
anything to do with the Service; whilst New South Wales, until quite recently, did not contend that
Sydney was the proper Terminus, but seemed disposed rather to depend upon the decision of the other
Colonies as to which Terminus was most expedient.

“The Representatives of New Zealand consider that, unless Victoria join in the proposed Service, it would e
unsate for New Zealand to consent to join upon any terms based on rateable contribution.

«Jf Victoria take part in the Service, Scuth Australia, Western Australia, and Tasmania must also do
so, and the same may probably be said of Queensland and New South Wales; but without
Victoria, or with that Colony starting a fast Service by way of the Capeof Good Hope, the cost of
the Galle Service must fall very heavily upon the contributing Colonies. This is not a new idea
upon the part of New Zealand. That Colony was not influenced by South Australia or New South’
Wales’s notice of withdrawal from the present Suez Service; but the New Zealand Government sent
Home, with their notice to withdraw, a request to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, that he would
only hand it in to the Contractors in case Victoria had given, or should give, notice of withdrawal,
Within a few days of the New Zealand letter being written, Her Majesty’s Postmaster-General, in
London, wrote to the Lords of the Treasury in similar tone, evidently equally impressed with the
importuance of Victoria’s adherence to the Contract. He pointed out that, as Victoria had given notice,
the Treasury was bound to do so. It is true that passing reference was made to the fact that South
Australia had determined to retire from the Contract, and it was also mentioned that New South Wales
had given notice several years before; but it was clearly implied that, unless Victoria had given notice,
their Lordships would not have do so. In fact, as long as Victoria continued the Service, the other .
Colonies, whether they approved of it or not, were bound to contribute to and use it. This was proved
by the fact that, though New South Wales had given notice of withdrawal several years before, no one

! seemed to be affected by it, and she was glad to coutinue her connection with the Service. The argument

: is clear and conclusive. New Zealand wishes to have the use of the Galle Service; she cannot safely
join as a rateable contributor unless Victoria also join ; Victorin will not join unless Melbourne be made
the Terminus : therefore, unless Melbourne be made the Terminus, Neiv Zealand cannot have the use ot
2 Service she desires.

" ¢ The reasons why it would be dangerous for New Zealand to join in the Galle Service without Victoria,
apply much more strongly to the cases of South Australia and Tasmania. New Zealand has an
alternative Service. South Australia and Tasmania are so dependent upon the Suez route, that they
might possibly find themselves bound to contribute a very large sum towards its cost, on account of
other Colonies having at their command other routes.

Tt is to be recollected that New South Wales’s share of the correspondence by the Galle route is somewhat
small, compared with her population—a circumstance to be accounted for by the fact that, being an
old-established Colony, a considerable proportion of her population is not in such active communication

! with the Mother Country as the population of younger Colonies. New South Wales’s contribution to
: the Suez Service has not solely depended on her proportion of letters ; she has had to share with New
i Zealand and Queensland the cost of the Service between Melbourne and Sydney. But, under the new



29

arrangements proposed, all the Colonies would share the cost of the Service and Branches, in the
proportion of the letters transmitted by them; and New South Wales’s contribution would thus depend
upon her somewhat small correspondence in proportion to her population.

“The arguments adduced would be equally forcible supposing it were admitted that Victoria’s insistance upon
Melbourne being made the Terminus ot the Galle route was tyrannical and arbitrary. But the
Representatives of New Zealaud are not altogether prepared to make such an admission.  They think
that the claim to the Terminus was somewhat arrogantly asserted; but they believe thot Victoria, paying
as she would do the. largest proportion of the cost of the Service, has a right to insist upon the Service
being such as will be best suited to her wants. There can be no doubt that it is a great disadvantage to
Victoria that the Perinsular and Oriental Company’s boats should stay so short a time in Hobson’s Bay. -
As soon as one of the boats is anchored, the passengers have to be hurried over her side ; and freight to
be sent on has to be delivered to the Agents two or three days béfore the sailing-date of the boat.

¢ Another reason in favour of Melbourne being the Terminus is that the longer the voyage the vessels make,.
the greater is the risk of a break-down, ‘and the less the time that is available for making repairs.

“The present contractors do not keep a spare boat in Australia, and to require one would-entail a large extra
cost. The length of the voyage performed is very trying, considering that the boats are not auxiliary
screw steamers, but keep on their course, regardless of the direction of the wind. The boats from Galle
in reality come from Bombay. By proceeding on to Sydney, instead of stopping at Melbourne, 1200 -
miles of steaming, there and back, are added to an already sufficiently arduous voyage. The distance
from Bombay to Melbourne is about 6000 miles. Clearly, it is desirable the boats should have as long
a rest as is practicable before making the returnvoyage. Even if they stop at Melbourne, they will only
have fifteen days to make any required repairs. To cause the boats to proceed to Sydney would, in the
opinion of the New Zealand Representatives, be to greatly increase the risk of occusional break-downs;
besides that, as their stay in Sydney would necessarily be shorter, there would be less time for repairs.

“Tt has been alleged that, by the decision of the Conference, New South Wales is placed in an unfair and
unfavourable position. The Representatives of New Zcaland not only deny that allegation, but they
contend that New South Wales will be placed in much the best position of any of the Colonies. It has
been virtually decided that New South Wales shall have the use of the Galle Service, on condition that
she contributes to the cost, rateably in proportion to the correspondence carried for her ; the cost of the
Branch Service being added to that of the main line. Hitherto, New South Wales has had to bear
separately a considerable portion of the cost of the Service between Melbourne and Sydney. It has also
been virtually decided by the Conference that Sydney shall be the Terminus of the Torres Straits
Service, and the Australian Terminus of the San Francisco Service.

“ With respect to the latter, New Zealand has made to New South Wales an offer* to extend the Service to
Sydney, to fix thé times so that the Service shall alternate fortnightly with the Galle Service at Sydney,
to give to New South Wales a full share in the management, and to co-operate in requiring that the
Service shall be efliciently performed ; asking from New South Wales no larger payment than the
Postages, up to £5000 a year, on mail matter transmitted for the Colony by the line.

“Where vessels run in opposite directions, the much-urged advantage of a fortnightly Service can only be
given to one port. A fortnightly Service at each port would require a duplication of a particular
monthly Service. Sydney will really be the only port at which a fortnightly Service can be given. The
Torres Straits Service will be too lengthy to correspond with that to Galle, or it might be made a fort-
nightly alternative Service. But, under the offer made respecting the San Francisco Service, New South -
Wales would bave a genuine fortnightly alternative Service, and it would be the only Colony to which
such an advantage would be given. Yet the total cost to the Colony of the three Services would probabiy
not amount to £20,000, and could not possibly exceed £25,000. It is believed the amount would not be
more than £18,000. o

¢ The proposal to convey the mails from Melbourne to Sydney either by a branch steamer or by land, will
expedite rather than delay their delivery. Supposing a branch Service to be adopted, the steamer counld
leave Hobson’s Bay immediately after the arrival of the mails; and thus, delays in Hobson’s Bay,
which trequently occur to the mail steamer, would be avoided. Besides, the mail steamer will require to
‘take in less coal upon the route. As to the outward Service, New South Wales has now to close her
mails at least three days before the departure of the boat from Melbourne; but if a separate branch
steamer were employed, the closing of the mails sixty hours before the time of leaving Melbourne would
suffice, and thus twelve hours for correspondence would be gained. Tt will also, before long, be in the
power of New-8outh Wales to have her mails conveyed by land to and from Melbcurne much quicker
than is possible by sea-carriage. Great objections have been urged against Jand carriage of the mails;
but whatever may be the case with Sydney, unquestionably the residents in country districts bordering
on the line of Railway will be much benefited by having their letters sent by way of Melbourne, instead
of by way of Sydney. Forinstance, it will be a great hardship to settlers in the neighbourhood of
Albury, and throughout the Riverina district, if it be made necessary that their mails should be brought -
to Sydney instead of being sent forward to Melbourne.

“To sum up : The New Zealand Representatives feel sure that if the Terminus of the Galle Service be not in
Melbourne, Victoria will refuse to have anything to do with that Service, and will establish a Cape route
Service ; but, on the other hand, the New Zealand Representatives are not satisfied that the Government
of New South Wales will be unwilling to aceept the proposals which have been made. They cer-
tainly do not believe that the Government will recommend to Parliament to vote from £50,000 to-
£70,000 per annum for a Californian Service, when such a service is offered to’ the Colony without any
payment being asked. They believe that New South Wales will be content that the Colony shall have,
for a payment of from £15,000 to £25,000, the use of the Galle Service, and that Sydney shall be the
Terminus of the Torres Straits Service, and the Australian terminus of the San Francisco Service—
besides that New South Wales would be the only Colony with a genuine alternative forinightly Service.
The Representatives of New Zealand are convinced that no unprejudiced person can fail to recognize that
New South Wales, by these proposals, will be put into a better position than any of the other Colonies.

¢ For the reasons stated, the New Zealand Representatives support Melbourne as the Terminus of the Galle
Service, and Sydney as the Terminus of the Torres Straits Service ; and they offer to extend to Sydney
tshe present Calitornian Service, and to give to New South Wales a share in the management of that
" Service.” : ’ n
" JULIUS VOGEL.
Sydney, February 5th, 1873, : ' = WILLIAM H. REYNOLDS.

* See letter to the Hon. Mr. Parkes, copy of which has been presented to Conference.
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4, Mr. Innes then moved the following Resolution :— K
“That it is desirable that the Statistics of the several Australian Colonies should be framed on a uniform
system ; and that, with a view to this object, the Governments of New South Wales and Victoria be
X requested to devise a plan, and refer a draft of the same for approval or amendment to the Govern-
ments of the respective Colonies interested, and the plan having been matured, the same to be observed’
in the preparation of the Annual Statistics of the Colonies.”’ .

When, after full discussion, the following amended Resolution was unanimously agreed to ; viz.— .
““ That it is desirable that the Statistics of the several Australasian Colonies should be framed on a uniform
system ; and that, with a view to this object, the Governments'of New South Wales and Victoria be
requested to devise a plan, and refer a draft of the same for approval or amendment to the Governments
o of the respective Colonies interested, and the plan having been matured and approved, the same be
" observed in the preparation of thé Annual Statistics of the Colonies, and the scveral Governments repre-
sented at this Conference undertake to use their best endeavours to secure the adoption of the plan agreed

upon in the preparation of the Statistics for 1873,

5, Mr. Wilson proposed the following Motion.:—

(1.) “That the highway or Ocean Lights situated in Banks’ and Bass’ Straits, viz., King’sIsland, Kent Group,
Swan Island, and Goose Island, have, since 1864, been exclusively maintained by the Colonies of
Victoria, New South Wales, and Tasmania; under a compact entered into between these Colonies, which
included the Light-houses on Wilson’s Promontory und Gabo Isiand. ’

(2.) “That the first four named Lights, though erccted on Tasmanian territory, are practically isolated beacons
provided for the safety and protection of Australasian commerce. ]

(8.) “That it is reasonable aud just that South Australia should fulfil its equitable obligation by also contributing
to the maintenance of the Ocean Lights in proportion to the advantages derived by its shipping, based
upon the principles agreed to by the Conference held in Melbourne in 1864.”

' Which having been discussed, Mr. Wilsen, with the concurrence of the Conference, withdrew,—on the repre-
sentation of the South Australian Representatives, that their Government had never been called on to contribute to
the lights referred to in the motion, and expressing their willingness to bear an equitable share of the cost.

6. Mr. Wilson then moved, .

¢ That the re-arrangement of contributions towards the maintenance of the Light-houses situated on King’s

fIslhmd, Kent’s Group, Swan Island, Goose Island, Wilson’s Promontory, and Guabo Island shall be as
ollows :— -

(L.) “That {he Light-housessituated on King’s Island, Kent’s Group, Swan Island, Goose Island, and Wilson’s’

Promontory shall be maintained at the joint expense of the Colonies of Victoria, New South Wales,

South Australia, and Tasmania, rateably, in proportion to the tonnage of the shipping entered inwards

and cleared outwards in each Colony deriving benefit from the sdime in accordance with the subjoined

Tables A. and B. '

(A
) On Tonnage of all Vessels entered Inwards.
: Contributing :
Light-house. Colonu.
From At
(| Victoria vveeveennns +| Europe, America, (not including West | All -ports of contributing Colony
Coast), India, Africa, South Australia, except Portland Bay. .
. China, Mauritius \
New South Wales....| Europe, America, (not éncl?dixg West
© Rine Coast), India, Africa, South Australia,
) King’s Island.. < China, Mauritius «eceseeesiesosennons Ditto.
Tasmania «e........| Europe, America, (not including West ; .
Coast), India, Africa, South Australia,
China, Mauritius..... tetresieeenions Launceston.
|| South Australia......| Victoria, New South Wales, Queensland,
Tasmania, New Zealand, South Sea
: Islands, West Coast of America .«...... | All ports of contributing Colony.
(| Vietoria .oeeeves....] New Zealand, West Coast of America,
Tasmania, New South Wales, Queens-
. 'land, South Sea Islands........... ves Ditto.
New South Wales....| Europe, America, (not.including West:|
Kent’s Group . . { Coast), India, Mauritius, South Australia,| .
: . China, Launceston, Africa, Victoria. ... Ditto.
Tasmania ...........[ New South Wales, Queensland...... os .« | Launceston.
Tasmdnia .eoevenenn. Victoria -cveeaoeenes eeaseeseserenee .. | Hobart Town.
(| South Australia......| New Zealand, South Sea Islands, West
. Coast of America, New South. Wales,
Queensland «...eeveneans eeecaaen All ports of contributing Colony. .
(| Vietoria vevevvsssas.| Hobart Town and Southern Ports of Tas-
) g ) TMANIZ eovaverronceccnsnscnsccennnns Ditto.
New South Wales.. ..| Nil. :
. Sg:;is}zgﬁglzndﬁ Tasmania +oveveeees| Victoria oooeuaeeeinions veniearann . | Hobart Town.
** ]| Tasmania «...o.....| New Zealand, West Coast of America, )
. . South Sea Islands .......teeceve.... [ Launceston:
: || South Australia..... .| Hobart Town ..... teene teresessseaas | All ports of contributing Colony.
(| Victorig «. e« o+ e ....| Queensland, Tasmania, New Zealand, West 2
' . Coast of America, New South Wales, |
South Sea Islands cecvevevecenasa. cee. Ditto.
© Wilson’s Pro-. J | New South Wales....| Victoria, Europe, East Coast of America,
© montory «eo. ¥ | India, Africa, South Australia, China,
. ‘and Mauritius e eveveecvaiiiieanen., Ditto.
Tasmania «eeeveavess| Vietorideeree covreriveenieearaannan. Hobart Town.
L New South Wales, Queensland, New Zea~-

South Australige.....

land, South_Sea Islands, and West Coast
Of AMEriCa sosseveosirssavassossscn

All ports of contributing Colony.’
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(B)

On Tonnage of all Vessels cleared Outwards.

Light-house. C”’gg‘llol;:;/iing
At For
(| Vietoria ......c....{ Port Phillip and Eastern Ports ..| South Australia, Western Australia, Africa,

New South ‘Vaﬂes ..

King’s_ Island..<
' Tasmania

South Australia....

4

(| Victoria ..... .
New South Wales. .

Kent’s Group..< | Tasmania ....

P )

South Australia....

-

(| Victoria ...... ceee

New South Wales. .
Swan Island and g Tasmania,
Goose Island

Tasmania

(| South Australia....

~

Victoria

Wﬁfgﬁtgry Pro-\ New South Wales- .

Tasmania ........
| South Australia....

All ports of contributing Colony..

Ditto e-eeves
Ditto
Hobart Town +e.vvveen.. erens
Launceston

All ports of contributing Colony. .

Nil

&
=
=]
Q
@
n
o
[=]
B
2
.

Hobart Town
All ports of contributing Colony. .

.{ New South Wales,

Mauritius, India, and China.
South . Australia, Western Australia, Africa,
Mauritius, and one-fourth tonnage to
India and China,
South Austrelia, Western Australia, Africa,
Mauritius, and half tonnage to India and
China.

.| Melbourne and Eastern Ports, New South

Wales, Queensland, Launceston, New Zea-
land.

Tasmania, %

Launceston.

Victoria.

Port Albert, New South Wales, Queensland
and half tonnage to India and China. .

New South Wales, Queensland, New Zealand,
South Sea Islands, West Coast of America.

Hobart Town, ‘Southern Ports of Tasmania,
1 Europe, New Zealand, 4 West Coast of
America.

Nil.

Victoria, South-Australia, Western Australia,
Africa, Mauritius, and one-quarter tonnage
to Indla and Chma

Europe, New. Zealand,
America.

Nil.

Europe, ¥ West Coast of America.

West Coast of

Queensland, Europe,
New Zealand, West Coast of America,
Tasmania, and half tonnage to India and
China.

Victoria, South Australia, Western Australia,
Africa, Mauritius, and one-fourth tonnage
to India and China.

Port Phillip and Eastern Ports.

New South Wales, Queensland, New Zealand,
South Sea Islands, West Coast of America.

(2.) That Gabo Island Light-house shall be maintained conjointly by Victoria and New South Wales, each
Colony paying one moiety of the cost of same.

(3.) That the contributions, calculated on the basis stated in paragraphs 1 and 2, shall be payable half-yearly
by each Colony for a period of five years, commencing from 1st January, 1873.”

‘When, after discussion,

Sir Henry Ayers moved, and Mr. Bal row seconded, the following Amendment :—

" “That the Representatives of the several Governments pledge themselves to use théir influence to obtain an
equitable re-arrangement of liabilities for the maintenance of the Light-houses situated on King’s Island
Kent’s Group, Swan Island, Goose Island, Wilson’s Promontory, s and Gabo Island.”

The Chairman then put the following Motion to the Conference :—

¢ That all the words after the word ¢That,’ in the first line in Mr. Wilson’s motion, be omitted, with a view to
the insertion of all the words after the word ¢ That’ in the amendment proposed by Sir Henry Ayers,— .
when the Conference, with the exception of Mr. Wilson, approved of the same.”

The Amendment was then put from the Chair and adopted,—the Representdtwes of New Zeeland and Western

Australia declining to vote.

7. Mr. Langton moved,

¢ That a Cominittee, consisting of Messrs. Barrow, Reynolds, Samuel, Francis,

and Thompson, be appointed

to consider and report on the desirability of constituting some general Tnmty Board, to determme on the

best means of lighting effectively the Australasian Coasts.”
When, after discussion, the following amended Resolution was unanimously agreed to : —

“That 2 Committee, consisting of Messrs. Barrow, Reynolds, Samuel, Francis, and Palmer, be appointed to

consider and report on the desirability and pracucablhty of constltutmg some general Board to supervise
the lighting of the Australasian Coasts.”

Mr. Parkes laid before the Conference a communication from Mr, M acaulay, the Agent of the P. & O.Company,
in answer to the enquiries made yesterday by the Chairman, which was read by the Secretary.

The Conference adjourned from 1 to 2

o’clock.

8. On resuming,—Mr. Vogel moved the followmg Resolutions, notice of which had been previously given by
him, on the subject "ot the ¢ Investment of Trust Funds :”—

¢“The Representaiives of the various Australasian Colonies, assembled in Conference, desire urgently to impress
upon the Right Honorable the Secretary of State for the Colonies the very unnecessary- disadvantages to
which, as it appears to them, the Colonies are subjected, through English Trustees not being at hbelty to
invest Trust Funds in Colonial Securities and Colonial Lands.
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¢ When Trustees act under instruments which do not expressly exclude or include certain Seccurities, their
discretion as to investment is still limited by certain Acts of Parlinment. They may invest in Securities
guaranteed by Parliament, in securities authorised by General Order of the Court of Chancery, in Parlia-
mentary Stocks, in Public Funds or Government Securities. They are also allowed to invest in Indian
unguaranteed Stocks ; and lately they have been permitted to invest in Railway Securities.

1t is submitted by the Conference, that legislative provision should be made, in virtue of which Trustees
would be equally at liberty to invest in Colonial Securities and Lands. Theredo not appear to be any
reasons against this course, except such as might be urged by those who desire or anticipate the disin-
tegration of the Empire. As the assurance has been more than once lately given, that Her Majesty’s
Government—in accordance with the undoubted feelings of the vast majority of Her Majesty’s subjects—
do not entertain opinions favorable to the severance of the Colonies from the Mother Country, there seems
no reason why the Securities of the Colonies should not be placed upoa as favorable a footing as the
unguaranteed Securities of India. ’

¢“ There are numerous cases of persons who reside in the Colonies, and on whose behalf Trusts are held, who
desire that the Trust Funds in which they are interested should be invested within the Colony in which
they reside. The Trust Deeds do not prohibit such a course, yet the Trustees, in the absence of the sug-
g};asted legislative provision, find themselves unable to comply with the wishes of those on behalf of whom
they act.

¢ The enormous accumulations of Trust Moneys would make the measure now suggested one of great con-
venience to a large number of Her Majesty’s subjects residing in the United Kingdom.

¢ The Conference earnestly urges the Secretary of State to take the steps necessary to give effect to this repre-
sentation.”

After discussion, the Chairman put the first paragraph, which, having been amended, was carried.
The second paragraph was put from the Chair, and carried unanimously.

The third paragraph was carried by a majority, as amended.

The fourth paragraph was, after discussion, carried as amended.

The fifth and sixth paragraphs were unanimously agreed to.

The Motion, as amended, having been put from the Chair, was agreed to, as follows :—

“The Representatives of the Australasian Colonies, assembled in Conference, desire urgently to impress upon
the Right Honorable the Secretary of State for the Colonies the very great and unnecessary disadvantages
to which, as it appears to them, the Colonies are subjected, through Trustees in the United Xingdom not
being at liberty to invest Trust Funds in Colonial Government Securities.

¢ When Trustees act under instruments which do not expressly exclude or include certain Securities, their
. discretion as to investment js still limited by certainActs of Parliament. They may invest in Securities
guaranteed by Parliament, in Securities authorised by General Order of the Court of Chancery, in
Parliamentary Stocks, in Public Funds or Government Sccurities, They are also allowed to invest in
Indian unguaranteed Stocks; and lately they have been permitted to invest in Railway Securities.

¢ It is submitted by the Conference, that legislative provision should be made, in virtue of which Trustees
would be at liberty to invest in Colonial Government Securities. There can be no reason why the
Securities of the Colonies should not be placed upon as favorable a footing as the unguaranteed Securities
of India.

¢ There are numerous cases of persons who reside in the Colonies, beneficially interested in Trust Fundsin the
United Kingdom, who desire that such Funds should be invested within the Colony in which they reside.
The Trust Deeds do not prohibit such a course, yet the Trustees, in the absence of the suggested Legislative
provision, find themselves unable to comply with the wishes of those on behalf of whom they act.

“The enormous accumulations of Trust Moneys would make the measure now suggested one of great con-
venience to a large number of Her Majesty’s subjects residing in the United Xingdom.

“The Conference earnestly urges the Secretary of State to take the steps necessary to give effect to this repre-
sentation.” '

9. Mr. Sdmuel gave notice of the following Motion on the subject of the Prevention of Diseases in Stock in the

Australian Colonies, and laid before the Conference papers bearing upon the subject :—

¢ That he will to-morrow bring under the consideration of the Conference the necessity for deciding upon some
united action with a view to prevent the importation of Diseased Stock into the Australian Colonies.”

Mr. Palmer moved 2 Resolution, of which notice had been given by him, on the subject of the construction of a

cable between Java or Timor, and Norman Mouth (Queensland), and, ‘after discussion, Mr. Samuel read a memo-
randum on the subject. '

Sir Henry Ayers also read correspondence on the subject of the existing Telegraphic Communication with
pond ] g gra]

England, when it was resolved that the further consideration of the subject should be postponed.

The Conference then adjourned at Four o’clock until the next day at half-past Ten.
HENRY PARKES, Chairman.
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 1873.
.. Present:.
New South Wales: The Honorable Henry Parkes.
The Honorable Saul Samuel.

New Zealand : The Honorable Julius Vogel. .
.+ . . The Honorable W. H. Reynolds.
Queensland: - The Honorable A. H. Palmer.
' .The Honorable J. M. Thompson.

South Australia : - The Honorable Sir Henry Ayers.
The Honorable J. H. Barrow.

Tasmania: . The Honorable F. M. Innes. -
: . The Honorable J. M. Wilson.
Victoria : . The Honorable J. G. Francis.

The Honorable E. Langton.
Western Australia : . The Honorable F. P. Barlee.

The Conference having met at half-past Ten o’clock, the Minutes of the Proceedings on the 6th mstant were
read and confirmed.

. 1. The consideration of Mr. Palmer’s Resolutions on the subject of Telegraphic Communication with Europe,
by Singapore and Norman Mouth, was resumed, and after discussion the fivst p'lravraph as amended, was put by
the Chairman, and carried, on the iollowmg division : --

AYES. Nogs,
Mr. Vogel, Sir Henry Ayers,
Mr. Reynolds, Mr. Barrow,
Mr, Palmer, Mr. Barlee.

Mr. Thompson,
Mr. Samuel, and
The Chairman.

The Resolution was accordingly agreed to, as follows :—

% That in view of the serious inconvenience which would arise to the whole of the Australasian Colonies in the
event of interruption to telegraphic communication with Europe, it is desirable that a cable should be
constructed between Singapore and the terminus of the Queensland Telegraph lines at Norman Mouth.”

The Representatxves of Victoria and Tasmania declined to vote.
The further consideration of the said Resolutions was postponed until Monday next.

2. Mr. Samuel asked Mr. Vogel if he would have any objection to lay on the table the following information : —

(1.) The number of days occupied by Mr. Webb’s steamers, between California and New Zealand in both
directions, on the last six voyages?

“(2.) The number of days which the steamer now expected was overdue when the Hero left Auckland?
Mr. Vogel consented to do so.

3. Mr. Vogel moved, and Mr. Barlee seconded the followmcr Resolution, whmh was unanimously agreed to:—

¢ That this Conference, représenting the Governments of the several Australasian Colonies, desire to Pxpress
to the Right Honorable the Secretary of State their willingness and anxiety to co- operate with the flm-
perial Government in the acquisition or constructlon of throuub Lines of Telegraphic commumcatlon
between Great Britain, India, and Australasia.”

It was aJso unanimously resolved by the Conference that Messrs. Langton and Vogel be appointed a Commlttee
to prepare a Memorial to the Secretary of State, embodying the said Resolution.

The Conference adjourned at One o’clock until a quarter to Two.

4. On re-assembling, Mr. Wilson gave notice of the following Motion :—
¢ That this Conference takes into consideration, on Monday next, the advisability of memonahsm«r the Home
Government on the subjeet of assuming the Protectorate and Colonisation of ¢ the Fiji Islands.’ 7
5. Mr. Langton proposed,'and Sir Henry Ayers seconded, the following Resolution :—

(1.) ¢ That in the opinion of this Conference it is desirable to obtain a reduction in the charge for telegrams
between the United Kingdom, India, and Australia, and that the Imperial Government bé 1equested to
join with the Colonies in a temporary subsidy, not exceeding £25,000 per annum, for the purpose of
securing that object.

(2.) “Thatthe Governments of South Austl alia and Victoria be requested to take the necessary steps to give
effect to the foregoing Resolution.”
Mx Vogel proposed the foliowing amendment at the end of the first Resolution, which, on bemg put from the
Chair, was negatived on the following division :—
¢ Provided that in addition a free message of fifty words per diem from London to Australia be furnished.”

AYxs. Nozs.
Mr. Francis, .. .. ,, ., Mr, Langton,
Mr. Vogel, o o .. Sir Henry Ayers,

Mr. Reynolds. . : . .. Mr. Palmer,
‘ o o - . Mr. Thompson,
Mr: Barlee,
Mr: Samuel.
The original Resolutions were then put and car r1ed

The Conference adjourned at half-past Three o clock until Monday, 10th February, at a quarte1 to Twelve.
HENRY PARKES, Chairman.
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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 1873.
Present :

New South Wales: The Honorable Henry Parkes,
The Honorable Saul Samuel.

New Zealand : The Honorable Julius Vogel.
The Honorable W. H. Reynolds.

Queensland : The Honorable A. H. Palmer.
The Honorable J. M. Thompson.

South Australia: 'The Honorable Sir Henry Ayers.
: The Honorable J. H. Barrow.

Tasmanie : The Honorable F. M. Innes.
" The Honorable J. M, Wilson.
Victoria : The Honorable J. G. Francis.

The Honorable: E. Langton.
WesternlAustralz'a : The Honorable F. P. Barlee.

The Conference having met at a quarter to Twelve o’clock, the Minutes of the Proceedings of the 7th instant
were read and confirmed. . 4
_Mr. Vogel then laid before the Conference the answers to Mr. Samuel’s Questions of the 7th instant, on the
- subject of the time occupied by Mr. Webl’s line of steamers between New Zealand and San Francisco, and vice versd,
which the Conference ordered to be printed.

Question 1 : The number of days occupied by Mr. Webl’s steamers between California and New Zealand in
both directions, on the last six voyages? ) :

- Answer : The Dakota came through from San Francisco te Auckland in twenty-five days one hour, including
twenty-four hours stoppage at Honolulu. 1 am not able, "without reference to New Zealand, to give the
times of the other steamers; but if a return as to them were furnished it would be of little good, as none
of them (excepting the Dakota) ran through either from or to San Francisco, and, consequently, did not
run in accordance with the Contract. The Nebraska, vow due, will have run through from San Francisco,
For the two voyages after hers, connection will have to be made at Honolulu ; and, subsequently, each
boat will make the through voyage each way. On each of the six voyages; except that of the Dalkota, a
very inferior vessel was used between Honolulu and San. Francisco; and, consequently, those voyages
were most unsatisfactorily performed..

Question 2 : The number of days which the steamer now expected was overdue when the Heroleft Auckland ?

Answer : According to a telegram received from New York, the Nebrasha sailed from San TFrancisco 'on the
9th January, baving waited eight days for the mails, which were delayed upon the Atlantic and during the
trans-continental route. She would therefore be due in Auckland on the 3rd February; the Hero left
Auckland on Wednesday, the 29th January, and consequently some days before the NVebrasha was due,
though two days later than the date on which she would have been ‘due, had she not waited eight days at
San Francisco for the detained mails.

Mr. Barlee laid before the Conference papers on the subject of Sericulture, forwarded to him by Sit George
Verdon, who requested, at the instance of Mrs. Neill, that they should be laid before the Conference. The papers
were subsequently distributed among the Members, .

. The further consideration of Mr. Palmer’s Resolutions, on the subject of Telegraphic Communication with
Europe, by. Singapore and Norman Mouth, was then resumed, and, after some discussion, Mr. Palmer withdrew the
_same, on.the ground that the three Colonies.of New South Wales, New Zealand, and, Queensland had come to an
agreement which rendered the Resolutions unnecessary. )

Mr. Barlee withdrew the Notice of Motion given by him on the 8rd instant, on the subject of the construction
of a second Cable, either from Galle to Western Australia, vié the Cocos or Keeling Islands, or from Java to Western
Australia. .

Mr. Palmer then moved the following Notice of Motion, on the subject of Intercolonial:Telegraph Messages :—

“That the circular letter of the Colonial Secretary of Queensland, annexed hereto, on the subject of Inter-
colonial Telegraph Messages, be taken into consideration.”

(Circular.)
SiR,

Queensland,

) 'Colonial Secretary’s Office, Brisbane, 11th January, 1873.

¢

With reference to.former correspondence on the-subject of the tariff for Intercolonial Telegraph Messages, I have
the honor to inform. you that, in, order to simplify arrangements, it is considered desirable to.adopt, as nearly as possible,
the system and manner of working now. in general operation throughout the world. To effect this it will be necessary for
the several Colonies to agree to, a terminal and transit rate, and to charge for the address and signature; but it is proposed

- to extend the message from ten to twenty words, including address and signature, allowing ten words for the latter, and
instead of charging for each additional word, to make a charge for every additional ten words or part of ten words.

The rates proposed for consideration are as follows:—

RATE for transmission of twenty words, including address and signature, every ten words, or portion of ten words
- being charged half rate. - -

Terminal Rate for Transit Rate for
NMessages received Messages sent
or delivered within =~ through the Colony.
the Colony,
s dy s d.
Queensland .e .o .o . .. . 2 0 70
New South Wales .o . . .. .. 20 2 0
Victoria .o o . ae . .o 10 1 0
South Australia .. .. .o . .e 2 0 - 20 0
Tasmanian Cable Co. .. . .o .o . oo 4 0
Tasmania .o .o . er T ea .o 1 0
According to this scale, the charges for Intercolonial Messages of twenly words, including address and signature,
would be— - :
. ) Between any Station in Queensland and any Station in New South Wales .. 4s,
- Ditto, Vietoria .. . . . .- . . - . 55.
- Ditto, South Australia .. PN P, . .. .. 6s.
Ditto, Tasmania .. . . . e e . . oo 10s.

Half rate for every ten words or part of ten words additional. Press messages to be charged one-half the ordinary rates.
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“It is also proposed to divide the receipts between the Colonies in the following manner ; viz.—

to New South Wales.
to Queensland,

to Victoria

to New South Wales.
to Queensland.

to South Australia. R
to “ew South Wales. T
to Queensland. ’

to Tasmania.

to Cable Company. S

to Victoria.

to New South Wales.

to Queensland.

New South Wales business . ., . .

.. Victorian . . .. . .. .
South Australian .e e . e .

Tasmanian T .. .. .. ‘e .e

st B e sl GO TR e bR

1 would strongly recommend the proposed alterations for the favourable consideration of your Government, as it is
considered that the simplification of the arrangements, and the establishment of the charges on a more satisfactory and
uniform basis, would tend to facilitate the transaction of telegraphie business.

I have, &e.,
. A. H. PALMER.

ot

‘When much discussion ensued ; and the Conference adjourned from twenty minutes past One to a quarter past
Two o’clock.

On resuming,—

Mr. Samuel proposed and Sir Henry Ayers seconded the following Resolution, which was unanimously agreed
to; viz.— - ' -

“That on and after the 1st day of October next the charge for Telegraphic Messages within each of the
Australasian Colonies shall be at the uniform rate of Is. for-ten (10) words, exclusive of address and
signature, and one penny (1ld.) for every additional word. Press messages not to exceed half rates.
These churges not to inciude messages upon the lines from Port Augusta to Port Darwin, Bowen to Nor-
man Mouth, and between Tasmania and Vicioria.” '

Mr. Vogel proposed and Mr. Francis seconded the following Resolution, which, on being put from the Chair,
was carried unanimuusly ; viz.— . .

¢ That. in accordance with the practice now partly adopted, but not laid down by regulation, Messages for
New Zealand be received at all the Telegraph Stations in the Australian. Colonies, and that the proper
charge be made for transmission to the port or place from which the telegrams are to_be posted to New
Ze.iland—that they be posted to the Telegraph Operator at the first Station that the steamer touches at in
New Zealand. Similarly, 1hat telegrams posted in New Zealand to the Telegraph Operator at any Port
in Australia, shall be forwarded to their destination. The Telegraph charges in Australia to be collected
on delivery. That a similar practice be adopted in respect to Telegrams between Western Australia and
the other Ausiralasian Colonies. That the Representutives of the several Colonjes agree to endeavour to
give effect to this Besolution.”” .

Sir Henry Ayers then moved as follows : — . } S

“ That as those descriptions of Australian Wines best eapable of sustaining a voyage to Great. Britain.contain
more thah twenty-six per cent. of proof spirit, this Conference move the Imperial Goverrment to admit
such Wines at the uniform duty of one shiiling per gallon; or. should a limit of the strength be considered
necessary, then that all Australian Wines containing less than thirty-five per cent. of proof spirit be
adwitted at a duty of one shilling per gallon.” ' :

‘Which, after some discussion, he proposed to amend as follows,—and' the same having been seconded by Mr.
Samuel, was carried unanimously,—

¢That as those descriptions of Australian Wines best capable of sustaining a voyage to the United Kingdom
contain more than 26 per cent. of proof spirit, which is above the maximum strength of Wine admitted
into the Unired Kingdom, at one shilling per gallon, under the French Treaty, this Conference move the
Imperial Goverment to extend the limit of strength of such Wines to 85 per cent,, and admit the same at
a daty of one shilling per gallon.” '

Mr. Palmer moved the following Resolutions :— .

¢ That the present state of the law in regard to the Extradition of Criminals escaping from one Colony into
another is defective. .

% That in lieu of the present system, an Act should be passed in each Colony, enabling a criminal warrant duly
issued in one Colony to be executed in another, on the endorsement of a Judge or Magistrate.

“That such Act should provide (with such safeguards as may be deemed necessary) that the contents of any
such warrant issued in one Colony may be transmitted by telegraph toanother Colony, and that a certified-
transcript of the message shall have the same effect as an original warrant ; and :

“That the Act referred to should, as nearly as possible, be alike in each Colony.”

‘When, after discussion, he proposed, and Mr. Francis seconded the following amended Resolution, which was
earried unanimously ; viz.— T _ ’ S~ .
¢ That the present state of the law in regard to the Extradition of Criminals escaping from one Colony into
another'is defective. That the Government of Queensland be requested to prepare a Bill on the subject,
which the Représentatives of the several Colonies undertake—provided: it is approved by their respective
Law Officers—to endeavour to. pass into law.” ' o

+. Sir Henry Ayers then moved the following Resolution :—

#¢ That the Governments of the Australian Colonies recommend:to their respective Legislatures the passing of
a uniform law relating to the remedies to be had against absconding Debtors, including the issuing of
execution in any Colony upon registration of the judgment from any Court of the Colony in ‘which the
cause of action arose,” : o : ) i

¢ \
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Which having been fully discussed, the Conference unanimously agreed to, as amended ; viz.—
“ That the present state of the law in regard to remedies to be had against absconding Debtors is defective.

¢That the Government of South Australia be requested to prepare a Bill to remedy the defects, and, subject
to the approval of their respective Law Officers, the Members of this Conference wiil endeavour to
procure the passing of a similar Bill in their respective Legislatures.”

The draft Memorial relatihg to Intercolonial Commercial Reciprocity was then considered, and certnin Amend-
ments proposed therein by Mr. Innes ordere: to be printed, when the Conference resolved to adjourn until next day,
the said draft Memorial and Amendments to be then further cunsidered. :

The Conference adjourned accordingly, at héﬂf—pnst Four o’clock, until next day, at half-past Ten.
HENRY PARKES, Chairman.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 1873.

Present :
New South Wales: The Honorable Henry Parkes.
The Honorable Saul Samuel.

New Zealand : The Honorable Julius Vogel.
The Houorable W. H. Reynolds.
Queensland : The Honorable A. H. Palmer.
: The Honorable J. M. Thompson.

South Australia:  The Honorable Sir Henry Ayers.
The Honorable J. H. Barrow.

Tasmania > The Honorable F. M. Innes.
The Honorable J. M. Wilson.
Yictoria : The Honorable J. G. Francis.

The Honorable E. Langton,
Western Australin: The Honorable F. P. Barlee.

The Conference having met at half-past Ten o’clock, the Minutes of the Proceedings of the 10th instant were
read and confirmed.

Mr. Innes then gave notice of the following Motion :—

“ That it is desirable that a Common Tariff or Customs Union be established between the Australian Colonies ;
and the Delegaies present pledge themselves to use their influence with their respective Governments to
promote that object, provided this Resolution receives the concurrence of a suflicient number of Members
to afford a reasonable hope that the object in view may be accomplished.”

Mr. Parkes gave notice of the following Motion :—

“That in the event of the establishment of a Californian Mail Service including New Zealand, which shall
secure the regular delivery of muils betwern a port in Australia and a port in England within forty-five
days, this Conference is of opinion that each of the Australasian Colonies ought to contribute to the Subsidy
in rateable proportion to the amount of its mail matter carried by such Service.””

. The consideration of the Draft of the proposed Memorial to the Right Honorable the Secretary of State for the
Colonies, on the subject of Intercolonial Commercial Reciprocity, laid before the Conference on the Gth instant, was.
then resumed, and the first paragraph, as amended, approved. )

Mr. Barlee proposed and Mr. Francis seconded the following Motion :—¢ That all the words after the first
paragraph be omitted.” .

‘Whereupon Mr. Vogel proposed the following new paragraph, which having been seconded by Mr. Reynolds,
was after discussion agreed to; viz.—

The Conference express their earnest hope that Her Majesty’s Government will introduce, at as early a date
as possible, the necessary measure of legislation to give effect to the wishes of the Conference.”’

The amended Memorial was then finally adopted as follows : —

“The Representatives of the Colonies of New South Wales, New Zealand, Queensland, South Australia,
Tasmania, Victoria, and Western Australia, assembled in Couference in Sydney, have carefully considered
the correspondence which has taken place between the Right Honorable the Secretary of State for the
Colonies, and their several Governments, upon the subject of Iutercolonial Commercial Reciprocity. The
Conference having given respectful attention to the arguments used by the Secretary of State still consider
it their duty to urge upon the Imperial Government the removal of the restrictions which preclude two
or more Colonies of the Australasian Group from entering into arrangements for the admission of articles,
the growth, produce, or manufacture of any part of Australia or New Zealand, upon terms to which they
may mutually agree. ’ "

“The Conference express their earnest hope that Her Majesty’s Government will introduce, at as early a date
as possible, the necessary measure of legislation to give effect to the wishes of the Conference.”

Mr. Wilson moved and Mr. Innes seconded the following Resolution :—

¢“That the Chairman be requested to move His Excellency, Governor Sir Flercules Robinson, to transmita
Telegraphic Message to Lord Kimberley, embodying the unanimoas decision of the Conference in reference
to Intercolonial Commercial Reciprocity, with the object that no delay may take place in the introduction
of Imperial Legislation to give effect to the wishes of the Conference ;7' —

”Which having been put by the Chairman, was unanimously agreed to.
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Mr. Reynolds proposed the following Resolution, which was seconded by Sir Henry Ayeré, and "unanimously
agreed to :— : _
“That the cost of all Telegrams, authorised by the Conference, be defrayed by contributions from the, several
Colonies, on the basis of population.’” o

The Conference adjourned shortly after One o’clock until Two.
On resuming, Mr. Wilson moved the following Motion :—

“'That this Conference take into consideration, on Monday next, the advisability of memorializing the Home
Government on the subject of assuming the Protectorate and Colonisation of the Fiji Islands.”

. - T - - . Al
‘When, after some discussion, he proposed, and Mr. Langton seconded, the following Resolution ; viz.—

“That, in the opinion of the Conterence, the condition of affairs in the Fiji Islands urgently demands, in the
interest of the Australasian Colonies, as well as the rest of the Empire, grave consideration on the
part of Her Majesty’s Government,”’—which was unanimously agreed to.

. 'The Commirtee appointed to consider the subject of correspondence addressed to the Conference drew attention

to a memorial forwarded by Mr. Samuel Benrnett, newspaper proprietor and publisher, Sydrey, relating to delay,

disappointment, and exorbitant charges in obtaining cable messages from England, when it was resolved that the

Secretary be requested to inform Mr. Bennett that the complaints contained in his communication to the Conference

were not of a nature that could be investigated by the Conference. : ’
Mr. Francis then gave notice of the following Motion ¢ — .

¢'That as it is expedient there should be uniform legislation throughout Australasia in regard to ¢ Patents,” the
Law Officers of the Colony of Victoria be requested to prepare a Bill on the subject, which the Represent-
atives of the several Colonies undertake—provided it is approved by their respective Law Officers—to
endeavour to pass into law.”’ | : . .

Mr. Palmer gave notice of the fullowing Motion :—

¢“That it having been represented to the Conference that the settlement of Somerset has been founded in

the interests ot humanity for the relief of distressed seamen, and that the sole cost of its maintenance,

with the exception of £2000, contributed by the Imperial Government, has hitherto fallen upon Queensland,

- —they are of opinion that the several Colonies of the Australian Group should contribute to the support

of the settlement, in proportion to the tonnage of ships clearing from each Colony for portsto which the
usual route is through Torres Straits,”’

Mr. Samuel proposed the Motion given by'him on .'I‘huréday last, as follows,—when after discussion he proposed,
and-Mr, Palmer seconded, the fullowing Resolution, which was unanimously agreed to :—

“That the importation of cattle, sheep, and pigs into New South Wales, New Zealand, Queensland, South
Australia, Tasmania, Victoria; and - Western Australia be prohibited for a period.of two years from all
places beyond the Australasian Colonies,—such prohibitior to. consmence from and after the pablication of
a notice in the Londim Times ; and the representatives of the various Colonies engage to introduce into

- - S,
their several Legislatures such measures as may be necessary to carry out this object.” T

Sir Henry Ayers then brought up 2 Memorial to the Right Honornble the Secret ary of State for the Colonies on
the subject of the duty charged on the admission of Colonial Wines into the United Kingdom, which having been put
from the Chair, paragraph by paragraph, and amended in certain particulars, was unanimously agreed to :— .

“To the Right Honorable tl e Secretary of State for the Colonies,—

“The Repre<entatives of the Colonies of New South Wales, New Zealand, Queensland, South Australia,
Tasmania, Victoria, and Western Austinlia respectfully request-the Imperial Government to take into
consideration the great disad vantage under which the vinegroweis of Australix labour with respect to duty
charged on the admission of their 'Wines into the United Kingdom,

#The natural alcoholic strength of Australian Wines is generally in excess of twenty-six per cent. of proof
spirit, on which the duty of two shillings and sixpence is payable,—a rate which is almost prohibitory of
the import of wine trom Australia into the United Kingdomn. ' ' )

“ A large proportion of the Winss of France and Germany seldom reach the standard of twenty-six pér cent.
of proof spirit, and are therafore admitted at the lowest duty of one shilling per galion. S

. %Large quantities of Wine are being produced in the Australasian Colonies, greatly in excess of the
consumption of their inhabitants, and a very considerable export could be made to the United Kingdoni
if the standard of strength, at which the higher duty of two shiilings and sixpence is charged, was increased

. from twenty-six to thirty-five per cent. of proof spirit, : s

«The Representatives of the Colonies in Conference’ therefore trust that the Secretary of State will take the
necessary steps to extend the limit of the standard of strength to thirty-five per cent. accordingly, and
thus allow such Wines to be admitted at the duty of one shilling per gallon, and afford encouragement to
a most important industry in which so many colonists are engaged.”

Mr. Francis then moved and Sir. Henry Ayers seconded the following Resolution, which was unanimously
agreed to; viz.— . . oo
¢ That information having reached the Conference, that a new Treaty with France is under negotiation, it is

desirable a communicationbe transmitted by telegraph to the Secretary of State for the Colonies; containing
the substance of the preceding Address.” - - Ay iy

SV

Messrs. Langton and Vogel then brought up an Address to the Right Honorable the Secretary of State for the
Colonies, on th- subject of the acquisition or construction of through lines of Telegraphic Communication between
Great Britain, India,and.Australasia; which having been put from the Chair, paragraph by paragraph, and amended
in certain particulars, was unanimously agreed to, as follows :—

¢“The Representatives of the Colonies of New South Wales, New Zealand, Queensland, South Australia,
Tasmania. Victoria, and Western Australia, in Conference assembled, in forwarding to the Right Honorable

the Secretary of State fur the Colonies the Resolution attached (which passed the Conference unanimously);
desire to impress upon His Lordship their sense of its urgency and importance.

¢ The Governments of all the Australasian Colonies have taken charge of the lines of Telegraphic Communi-

cation in their respective Colonies. Experience has shown thut this course has enabled far greater
facilities to be offered to those using the Telegraph, and at lower rates, than if the lines had been permitted
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to pass into private hands, or into the hands of public Companies. Her Majesty’s Government ‘have
recently acquired the land lines within the United Kingdom ; and the Conference believe,. from*tlm
information tl ey possess, that the change has been attended with success.

' “They are of opinion that the ar, guments which may be used in favour of Governments taking charge of the

land lines within their territories, apply with more force to their tuking charge of the means of com-
munication between the separate parts of the same Empire.

“ The national objects served are too obvious toneed comment. Itis submitted that they are sufﬁciently strong

to be worthy of consideration, even supposing the cummunicuation would have to be maintained at some
pecuniary cost.

.¢But the praposal made by the Conference will in all probabxhty notinvolve 2 loss, On the contrary, it may

equally be urged on the ground of economy as on that of good government. Her Majesty’s subJects in
the United Kingilom. India, and Australasin have now %o use the Jines in the hands of Joint Stock
Companies, who “look for rates to yield their .sharcholders from ten to fificen per cent. If the Govern-
ments acquired the lines, they could obtain money at about four per cent. ; besides that, by .the use of Her
Majesty’s ships the lines coufld be maintained at less than the present cost of 'maintenance, The Govern-
ments would, therefore, be able to offer the use of the Telegraph at lower rates than Joint Stock Companies
are inclined to do. When it is considered how materially Telegraphic Communication promotes thé
prosperity of the Countries enjoying it, it may without exaggeration be asserted that the proposal made
by the Couference is one in the interest. of a large portion of Her Majesty’s subjects.

“The Conference would prefer that Her Majesty’s Government should elaborate the details; and they merely

throw out as a suggestion, that the Imperial (5 overnment, in conjunction with the Governments of India and
the Australasian Co]nmes, should jointly acquire or construct a through line b(-twecn the United Kingdom,
Australia, and New Zealand, and by way of Her Majesty’s Indian Possessions.”

Sir Henry Ayers then moved,—
“That as inconvenience is caused through Jetters to the various Australian Colonies, posted for despfltch by

sea or overland, intercolonially, being charged at different rates of postage, one unitorm rate be adopted of
threepence for all letters, whether despatched overland or by ship; also, that the several Australian
Colonies adopt one uniform rate on parcels and book packets, whether for desputch by sea or overland,
intercolonially ; viz.—

s. d.
Not exceeding 1 0Z............. veeens e 01
1 oz. but not exceeding 2 02zs. .....0cviiiiainnnn-. (U
2 oz. 2 P25 1) N e e
1 1b. 2 §lb. e
3 Ib. . Flb. viiiiiiiiiiiinan. ... 10
% Ib. 1lb. ..iiveann. ceennena 1 4

and so on, increasing 4d. for each % lb or fraction of a % by

After discussion, the Motion was amended as follows, and agreed to :—
““That as inconvenience is cansed through letters o the various Australian Colonies posted for despaich by sea

or overland, intercolonially, being charged at different rates of postage, this Conference are of opinioun that
one uniform rate should be adopted, of two-pence, for all letters, whether dispatched overland or by ship;
also, that the several Australian Colonies adopt one uniform rate on parcels and book packets, whether
for despatch by sea or overland, mterco]nmally to come into operatlon on lst January, 1574 ; viz.—

s, d
Not exceeding 1 0Z. v vevenenen... A ¢ I |
1 oz. but not exceedmg2oz ........... Cerearanaans ‘0 2
2 ozs. 2 P oL 0 4
% 1b. oy 20 1T ¢ B )
!]b , 2 2lb......... e wese 1.0
9lb L N ceereaes 1 4

"and so on, mcreasmg 4d. for ench 1b. or fraction of a } lh.

The Representatives of Tasmania and Western Australiu did not vote. -
The Representatives of New Zealand also did not vote. K
At the same time, they desire it to be recorded that they will lecommend the adoption of the Resolutlous to their

Governm ents.

:
e

IR IR

Mr. Samuel then proposed the following Resolution, which was seconded by Mr. Langton, and agreed to :—
“That whereas letters which are too Jate for post are frequently handed to the captains and the passengers of

vessels trading between the Australasian Colonies-to post at their port of destination, which letters, although
they bear the reqmred amount of pnstage stamps, are subjected to the payment of further postage in
the Colony to which they.are addres~ed —the Conference are of opinion that the captains of vessels
should be permitied to have a box or bag For the reception of letters.atter the post shall have closed; and
such letters, provided they bedr thé proper aumount of postage stiimps of the Colony in which tbe)
originated, including the late fee, shall be received at the Post Office of the several Colonies, and delivered
to the persons to w hom they may be addressed without any additional charge. Stamps to be defaced in
the Post Office of the Colony to which they are forwarded.” To come into operation on 31st March next.”

The Conference theu directed that the two Addresses to the Secretary of State should be engrossed.
The Conference adjourned at half-past -Four o’clock until the next day at Eléven o’clock.

'x

HENRY PARKES, C’lunrman.
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 18'}3. K '
C Present: .

New South Wales: The Honorable Henry Parkes.
, " The Honorable Saul Samuel. -
New Zealand: +~ The Honorable Julius Vogel.
The Honorable W. H. Reynolds.

Queensiaﬂd : . The Honorable A. H. Palmer.
. The Honorable J. M. Thompson.

South Australiu: The Honorable Sir Henry Ayeis.
The Honorable J. H. Barrow. ’

Tasmania : The Honorable F. M. Innes. ' o
"\ o The Honorable J. M. Wilson. T
Vietoria : The Honorable J. G. Francis. : :
' o The Honorable E. Langton.
. Western Australia : The Honorable F. P. Barlee.

. The Conference having met at Eleven o’clock, the Minutes of the Proceedings of yesterday were read and
confirmed. ' ' -

. . The Committee appointed to consider the desirability of constituting a General Board to supervise the Lighting
of the Australasian coasts broughit up their Report, which, after being considered by the Conference, ias unanimously
adopted, on the motion of Mr. Samuel, as follows :— ' . ’

“The Committee appointed'to consider the desirability of constituting a General Board to supervise the
lighting of the Australasian coasts report that in their opinion the time has scarcely arrived for the
creation of an independent Board with Executive functions, but thut it is desirable a meeting should be
convened, consisting of the principal officers of the Marine Departments of the several Colonies ; that the
duties of such officers shall be to report to the Australasian Governments upon the state of the coast
lights, their management with regard to economy and efficiency, also where, in their judgment, new
lights are required, and further to indicate the proportion in which the several Colonies should con-
tribute to the maintenance of those lights which may be considered highway lights, in distinction from
those that are merely local. The Committee recommend that as soon as the Governments. interested "
have appointed their respective officers, their names be forwarded to the Government of New South
Wales, whose officer shall be authorised to convene the projected meeting.” o

Mr. Francis gave notice that he would move, on the next day of meeting : — -

“That as it is very escential a first class Light-house should be established at Cape Bridgewater, on the south-
west coast of Victoria, adjoining the Colony of South Australia, it is desirable the same should be
erected, at the joint cost of- Victoria and South Australia, and be afterwards maintained by contributions
from the various Australasian Colonies, based on the amount of tonnage of bach Colony using the said
Light.” : ' h

Mr. Parkes moved the following Resclution :— :

¢ That in the event of the establishment of a Californian Mail Service, including New Zealand, which shall
secure the regular delivery of mails between a port in Australia and a port in England within forty-five
days, thi» Conference is of opinion that each of the Australasian Colonies ought to contribute to the
subsidy in rateable proportion to the amount of its mail matter carried by such Service.”

" After discussion, it was moved by Mr. Langton, seconded by Mr. Vogel :— ’

“That in the opinion of the Conference it is not desirable to re-open the Postal Question.”

The Chairman then put the following Motion :— . -
¢ That the words proposed to be omitted stand part of the Question,”—-

‘When it was negatived on the following division :-—

AYEs. Nogrs.
Mr. Palmer, . Mr. Francis,
Mr. Thompson, Mr. Langton,
Mr. Samuel, . Mr. Vogel,
Mr. Parkes, Mr. Reynolds,

Mr. Barrow.
8ir Henry Ayers, Mr. Innes, Mr. Wilson, Mr. Barlee, declined to vote.
The Amendment was then put and carried.
Mr. Barrow moved,— -

“That it is desirable to terminate, as soon as possible, the present system of the Collection of Customs’
Duties on the River Murray, and to substitute the payment of Iump suins in lieu of duties, the amounts
to be arranged by the Colonies concerned on an equitable basis.”” Seconded by -Mr. Langton, and
carried sem. con. :

Mr. Innes then moved,— . :
“That it is desirable that a Common Tariff or Customs’ Union be established between the Australian Colonies ;
and the Delegates present pledge themselves to use their influence with their respective Governments to
promote that object, provided this Resolution receives the concurrence of a sufficient number of Members
to afford a reasonable hope that the object in view may be accomplished.”” Seconded by Mr., Wilson.
When, after discussion, in which Mr. Samuel proposed the words “based upon the principles of Free Trade,”
after the word * Tariff,” in the first line, the following amended Resolution was proposed :— B
¢“That it is desirable that a Common Tariff, based upon the principles of Free Trade .and a.Customs’ Union,
be established between the Australian Colonies; aud the Delegates present pledge themselves to, use
their influence with their respective Governments to promote these objects, provided this Resolution
receives the concurrence of a sufficient number of Members to afford a reasonable hope that the objects

in view may be accomplished.” : ) " :

¢ (2.) That the policy of Free Trade as contemplated by this Resolution limits the imposition of Taxes to
Revenue purposes only.” : : . '
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Mr. Francis moved the previous Question, .
The Chairman then put the following Motion,—That the Question be now put—iwhich was carried in the
affirmative, on the following division :— '

AvEs. . - Nogs.
Mr. Innes, ) Mpr, Francis,
Mr. Wilson, ' Mr. Langton,
Sir Henry Ayers, Mr. Vogel,
Mr. Barrow, Mr. Reynolds,
Mr. Barlee, . Mr. Thompson,
Mr. Samuel, . Mr, Palmer.

Mr. Parkes.
The Resolution, as amended, was put and carried, the division being the same as before.

Mr. Francis proposed and Sir Henry Ayers seconded the following Resolution, which was unanimously
agreed to:— .

“ That 2 Sub-Commitiee be appointed to consider and report upon the expediency of adopting a uniform
system of Excise Duties throughout Australasia, such Committee to consist of Messrs. Samuel, Langton,
Vogel, and Barrow.”” .

Mr. Francis proposed the following Motion, which was carried uranimously :—

“ That as it is expedient there should be uniform legislation throughout Australasia in regard to ¢ Patents,’
the Law Officers of the Colony of Victoria be requested to prepare a Bill on the subject, which the
Representatives of thé several Colonies undertake —provided it is approved by their respective Law
Ofticers—to endeavour to pass into law.” :

Mr. Palmer moved,— :

$¢That it having been represented to the Conference that the settlement of Somerset has been founded in the
interests of humanity for the relief of distressed seamen, and that the sole cost of its maintenance, with
the exception of £2000 contributed by the Imperial Government, has for many years fallen upon
Queensland, —they are of opinion that the several Colonies of the Australian group should contribute to
the support of the settlement, in proportion to the tunnage of ships clearing from each Colony for ports
to which the usual route is through Torres Straits.”’—

‘Which after having been amended to read as follows, was, on the motion of Mr. Palmer, seconded by Mr.
‘Wilson, unanimously agreed to.

“That it having been represented to the Conference that the settlement of Somerset has been founded in the
interests of humanity for the relief of distressed seamen, and that the sole cost of its maintenance, with
the exception of £2000 contributed by the Imperial Government, has for many years fallen upon
Queensland,—-they are of opinion that the several Colonies of the Australasian group should contribute to
the support of the settlement, in proportion to the tonnage of ships clearing from each Colony for ports
to which the usual route is through Torres Straits, and that such representations should be ma-e to the
Imperial Government as may induce them to continue the subsidy which they have paid for the last
two years.” '

Mr. Palmer proposed and Mr. Thompson seconded the following Resolution :—

“That the Chairman be requested to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Secretary of State for the

Colonies, through His Excellency the Governor.”’—Carried unanimously.

The Conference then appointed a Committee, consisting of Messrs. Parkes, Langton, and Barrow, to draw up
the Report of the business brought Lefore the Conference.

The Conference adjourned at half-past Four o’clock until Friday at Nine o’clock.

HENRY PARKES, Chairman.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 1873.

Present :
New South Wales: The Honorable Henry Parkes.
The Honorable Saul Samuel.
New Zealand'; The Honorable Julius Vogel.
The Honorable W. H. Reynolds.
Queensland : The Honorable A. H. Palmer.
The Honorable J. M. Thompson.

South Australic: The Honorable Sir Henry Ayers.
. The Honorable J. H. Barrow.

Tasmania : The Honorable F. M. Innes.
The Honorable J. M. Wilson.
Victoria: The Honorable J. G. Francis.

The Honorable E. Langton.
Western Australic: The Honorable F. P. Barlee.

The Conference having met at half-past Nine ¢’clock, the Minutes of the Proceedings of the 12th instant were
read_and confirmed.

* Mr. Parkes (the Chairman) informed the Conference that His Excellency Sir Hercules Robinson had duly
forwarded to the Right Honorable the Secretary of Siate for the Colonies the telegram on the subject of Inter-
colonial Commercial Reciprocity, forwarded to him for that purpose on the 1(th instant.

Mr. Palmer proposed and Mr. Reynolds seconded the following Resolution, which was agreed to:—

- % Thut the Minutes being silent as to the Votes given on Mr. Langton’s Motion, No. 5, of the Proceedings
of the 7th instant, the Motion be now put with a view to supply the deficiency,”—
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And the same having been put, resulted in the following division :-—

Ayms. : Noss.
-“Mr, Francis, Mr. Vogel,
Mr. Langton, : Mr. Reynolds,
Sir Henry Ayers, » - Mr. Palmer,
Mr. Barrow, Mr. Thompson,
Mr. Wilson, Mr. Samuel,
Mr. Barlee. Mr. Parkes.

Ml Inues did not vote.

. The numbers being equal, and. the Chalrman not having a casting vote, no decision was arrived at.
Mr. Francis moved :—

¢ That, as it i3 very essential a first class Light-house should be established at.Cape Bridgewater, on the
=outh-west coast of Victoria, adjoining the Colony ot South Australia, it is desirable the same should be
erected, at the joint cost ot Victoria and South Australia, and be afterwards maintained by contributions

from the various Australasiari Colonies, based on the amount of tonnage of each Colony using the said
Light.””> -

‘When, after discussion, Mr. Barrow proposed and Sir Henry Ayers seconded the following amended Resolution,
which was carried unanimously :—

“That, as it is very essential a ﬁ!‘bt class Light-house should be established at Cape Bridgewater, on the
south-west coast of Victoria, adjoining the Colony of South Australia, this Confereuce determine to refer
this question to the immediate consideration of the Committee to be appointed on the subject of Light-
houses, the Victorian Delegates having expressed their willingness to pay- half the cost of the erection,
and to contribute to its maintenance in proportion to the tonnage ot Victorian shipping using the Light.”

Mr. Vogel proposed the following Resolution, but did not press the same, in consequence of the Chairman
(Mr. Parkes) considering that it was not fair to New South Wales :—

“That immediately before the Report of the Conference is siened, the Resolutions which have been carried on
Postal Services be telegraphed to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, with a statement showing what
Colonies have voted for and against each Resolution, and a request that His Lordship will communicate
the Resolutions to the Agents-General of the several Australasian Colonies ; ; the telegram also to state that
the Honorable Mr. Parkes desired the Secretary of State to know that the Representatlves of New
South Wales handed in a protest against the change of Terminus.”

The Committee appointed to draw up the Report of the proceedings of the Conference submitted the same,
which having been read over paragraph by paragraph, and amended in certain particulars, was finally approved,
and signed by the Members of the Conference.

Mr. Francis proposed and Mr. Vogel seconded the following Resolution : —

“ That the thanks of the Conference be given to the Chairman, Mr. Parkes, for the great services he has
" rendered in the arduous and important position he has occupled as Chairman of the Conference,”—
which was unanimously carried.

Mr. Reynolds proposed and Mr. Barlee seconded the following Resolution :— :

¢“That the Chairman be requested to convey the thanks of the Conference to A. C, Budge, Esq., Clexk of the-
Executive Council, for the efficient services rendered by him as Secretary.”

The Conference then adjourned sine die.
' HENRY PARKES, Chairman,
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INTERCOLONIAL CONFERENCE,. 1873.

Mgemoranouy laid before the Conference by Mg. Samurr on the Estimated Cost of the three
: Mail Services to Europe. : .

Hstimated Cost of three Mail Lines from Europe.

‘1. Galle and Sydney, vié King Géorge’s Sound, Glenelg, and Melbourne .... :£100,000°
2. San Francisco and Melbourne, vi¢ Honolulu and Fiji, and including Service

to New Zealand «.oeevvieeen oisseccansnannnn Cetiiereaneeraaens . 60,000
3. Singapore, Batavia, and Sydney, vié¢ Brisbane and Queensland Ports ...... 25,000
£185,000.
Less estimated Subsidies or Contributions from— ‘
The Imperial Government ...... cereseeenens .... £60,000
Honolull ,eviueicieiioanesenreesnnnciooonnans 5000

3000.
———— 68,000

£117,000

Co—

INTERCOLONIAL CONFERENCE, 1873.

[ Laid before the Conference by MR. SAMUEL.]

'No.> 1.

DEfARTURE from London and arrival at Sydnéy and Melbourne, departure from London and arrival at
Sydney, alternating every 14 days.

¥id Brindisi. . Vid California.
46 days to Melbourne. . 48 days to Sydney. "
49 days to Sydney. . 51 days to Melbourne.
Leave , Arrive - Leave Arrive
. London, Melbourne, Sydney, London, Sydney, Melbourne,
Friday, 850 p.m. Tuesday, 9 p.m. Friday, 3 p.m. Friday, 8'50 p.m, Thursday. Sunday.
24 Jan. 1873 11 Mar. 1873 14 Mar. 1873 7 Feb, 1873 27 Mar. 1873 30 Mar, 1873
21 Feb. 8 April. 11 April. "7 Mar. 24 April. 27 April.
21 Mar. 6 May. 9 May. 4 April, 22 May. 25 May.
18 April. 3 June. 6 June. 2 May. 19 June. 22 June.
16 May. 1 July. 4 July. 30 May. 17 July. 20 July.
13 June. . 29 July. 1 Aug. 27 June. 14 Aug. 17 Aug.
11 July. 26 Aug. 29 Aug. . 25 July. 11 Sept. 14 Sept.
-8 Aug. 23 Sept. 26 Sept. 22 Aug. 9 Oct. 12 Oct.
5 Sept. 21 Oct. © 24 Oct, 19 Sept. 6 Nov. 9 Nov.
3 Oct. 18 Nov. 21 Nov. 17 Oct. 4 Dec. 7 Dec.
31 Oct. 16 Dee. . 19 Dec. 14 Nov. 1 Jan. 1874 4 Jan. 1874
28 Nov. 13 Jan. 1874 16 Jan, 1874 12 Dec. 29 Jan. 1 Feb;
26 Dec. 16 Feb. 13 Febh. 9 Jan, 1874 27 Feb. R 1 Mar.
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, No. 2.

DEerARTURE from Sydney and Melbourne and arrival at London, departure from Sydney and armrdl at
London, alternating every 14 days. e

Vid Brindisi. Vid California.
48 days from Sydney and 45 days from Melbourne 7 times
in the year, and 50 days from Sydney and 47 days from Mel~ 48 days from Sydney.
bourne for remaining 6 times. 51 days from Melbourne.
Leave Arrive Leave Arrive,
Sydney, Melbourne, London, Melbourre, Sydney, London,
Tuesday, 11 a.m. Friday, 2 p.m. Monday, 2 p.m. - Saturday. Tuesday. }\rlqll;g?g.
28 Jan. 1873 81 Jan. 1873 17 Mar. 1873 8 Feb. 1873 11 Feb. 1873 31 Mar. 1873
25 Feb. 28 Feb. 14 April, 5 April, 11 Mar. 28 April
25 Mur, 28 Mar. 12 May. 3 May. 8 April 26 May.
20 April, 23 April 9 June. 31 May. 6 May. 23 June.
Sun. 18 May. Wed. 21 May. 7 July. 8 Mar. 8 June. 21 July.
15 June. 18 June. 4 Aug. 28 June. 1 July. 18 Agxg
13 July. 16 July. 1 Sept. 26 July. 29 July. 15 Sepg.’
10 Aug 13 Aug. 29 Sept. 23 Aug. 26 ‘Aug. 13 Oct.’
7 Sépt 10 Sept. 27 Oct. 20 Sept. 23 Seunt. 10 Noy.
Tues. 7 OCt Fri. 10 Qct. 24 Nov. 18 Oct. 21 Oct. 8 l)e(; .
4 Nov. 7 Nov, 22 Dec. 15 Nov. 18 Nov. 5 Jan, 1874
2 Dec. 5 Dec, 19 Jan. 1874 138 Dec. 16 Dec. 2 Frb,
30 Dee. - 2 Jan. 1874 16 Feb. "10 Jan. 1874 13 Jan. 1874 2 Mar.

No. ‘3'

DerarTure from Sydney and Melbourne and arrival at London, departure from Melbourne, alternating
every 14 days.

Fid Brindisi.

Yid Califo_mia.

48 days frem Sydney and 45 days from Melbourne 7 times
in the year, and 5) days fom bydney and 47 days from Mel-
bourne for remaining 6 times.

48 days from Sydney.
51 days from Melbourne.

Leave Arrive Leave Arrive
Sydney, Melbourne, London, Melbourne, Sydney, . London,
Tuesday, 11 a.m. Friday, 2 p.m. Monday, 2 a.m. Friday, 2 p.m. Monday. S@ng. e
28 Jan. 1873 81 Jan. 1873 17 Mar. 1873 14 Feb. 1873 17 Teb. 1873 | 6 April, 1878
25 Feb. 28 Feb. 14 April. 14 Mur, 17 Mar. 4 May.
25 Mar., 28 Mar. 12 May. 11 April. 14 April.’ . 1 June.
Sun. 20 April, Wed. 23 A)ril. 9 June. 9 May. 12 May. 29 June,
18 May. 21 May. 7 July. 6 June. 9 June. 27 July.
15 June, 18 June. 4 Aug. 4 July. "7 July. 24 Aug.
13 July. - 16 July. 1 Sept. 1 Aug. 4 Aug. 21 Sept.
10 Aug, - 13 Aug. 29 Sept. 29 Aug, " "I Sept. 19 Oct.
7 %pt. 10 Sept. 27 Oct. 26 Sept. 29 Sept. 16 Nov.
Tues. 7 Oct. Fri. 10 Oct. 24 Nov. 24 Oct. . 27 Oct. 14 Dec.
: 4 Nov. " 7 Nov. 22 Dec. 21 Nov. 24 Nov, 11 Jan. 1874
2 Dec. 5 Dec, 19 Jan. 1874 19 Dec. 22 Dec. 8 Feb,
2 Jan. 1874 17 Jan. 1874 20 Jan., 1874 8 Mar,

30 Dee.

16 Feb.

3
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.Noh 4,

_ -ARRIVAL at Melbourne from London and Sydney, arrival alternating at Melbourne every 14 days:. -

Vid Brindisi.. Vid California.

48 days to Sydney..

46 days to Melbourne.
51 duys to Melbourne.

49 days to Sydney.

Leave - Arrive: Leave Arrive
London, Melbourne, Sydney, London, Sydney, Melbourne,
Friday, 8-50 p.m. Tuesday, 9 p.m. Friday. Sunday. Saturday. Tuesday.
24 Jan. 1873 11 Mar 1873 14 Mar. 1873 16 Feb. 1873 5 April, 1873 8 April, 1873
21 Feb. 8 Aypril. 11 April. 16 Mur. 3 May. 6 May. )
21 Mar., 6 May., 9 May. 18.April.. 31 May. 3 June.
18 April. 3 June. 6 June. 11 May. 28 June. 1 July.
16 May. 1.July. 4 July. - 8 June.. 26 July. 29 Jaly.
13 -June. 29 July, . 1. Aug, 6 July. 23 Aug. - 206 Aug.
11 July. i Aug. 29 Aug. 3 Aug. 20 Sept. 23 Sept.
8 Aug. - 23 Sept. 26 Sept. 81 Aug.- 18 Oct. 21 Oct.
5 Sept. 21-Oct. 24 Oct. 23 Sept. 15 Nov. 18 Nov.
8 Oct. 18 Nov, 21 Nov. 26 Oct. 138 Dec. 16 Dec..
31 Oct. 16 Dec. 19 Dee. 23 Nov. 10 Jan. 1874 13 Jan. 1874
28 Nov. 13 Jan. 1874 16 Jan. 1874 21 Dee.. 7 Feb. 10 Feb.
. 26 Dec. . 10 Veb, 13 Feb. . 18 Jan. 1874 7. Mar. 10 Mar.

By tak’ng Table No. 1, by which the arrivals at Syiney would alteruate every 14 days, and Table No. 3, by
which 1he departures from Melbourne would alternate every fourteen days, we have the following result :—

Vit Brindisi. Vi@ California.

Leave London ,......c..civievnn.. cera 24 Jan, 1873 7 Feb. 1873
Arrive Sydney ............ Cetarasanens 14 Mar. 27 Mar.
Arrive Meluowrne...oveviiiierencnnnnn. 11 Mar. 30 Mar.
Lenve Melbourne vovseecornneeeuannnans ' 28 Mar: 11 April.
Leave Sydney ... .... eeaeeaes aeees 25 Mar. 14 April.
Arrive London ...i.iiieinaiiniinieness . 12 May. 1 June.
Leave London. ..... Ceeecannaas e 16 May. 30 May.
Arrive S.dpey ....... Cieesiessiiiieans 4 July. 17 July.
Arrive Melbourne....... crriesenenaaas 1 July.. 20 July.
Leave Mrlbourne v.vveveererensnesoaass .16 July, 1 Aue.
Leave Sydney . .. ....... evtesiraeniaas 18.July. 4 Aug.
Arrive London-......... Cieirarieiaenns 1 Sept. 21 Sept.
Leave London .........cccu..n.. ceeann 5 Sept. 19 Sept.

. The defect in this arrangement is, that the mails vid California’ would leave London..about two days before the
arrival;of the Inward mail wid California, thus precluding a reply. )

‘Whereas, by Tables Nos, 1 and 2, London, Sydney, and Melbourne would have a reasonable time allowed for

reply, as will ve seen from the following; viz.—

L Vit Brindisi. Vit California,

Leave.London-...vooeeees. teresann P 24 Jan. 1873 7 Feb. 1873
Arrive Sydney . . ..oiiiiiivii i i e 1+ Mar. 27 Mar.
Arrive Melbourne...ovovvvniiiinannnnn 11 Mar. . 30 Mar.
Leave Melbourne ....c.ovveinnninnnnsn. 28 Mar. 5 April.
Leave Sydney ..covvviiiiiieninnn, 25 Mar. 8 April,

o] . Arrive London-......oiiailalll, R 12 May. © 26 Muy.
Leave London ..............., e eeseneee 16 :Mny. . . 80 May.
Arrive’ Sydney .....cooviiiieiiiiiiiea. 4 July. 17 July.
Arrive Melbourne :....ovvvivinnnannin.. 1 July. 20 July.
Leave Melbourne ...ceuvieeernieneennns 16 July. 26 July.
Leave Sydney .. .vvivivieniiannninnnn., 13 July. 29 July.
Arrive London ......... cesus Cieieeens 1 Sept. 15 Sept.
Leave London viv.cveerecnr voceennnn. ' 5 Sept. 19 Sept.
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_INTERCOLONIAL CONFERENCE, 1873:

Representatives of the several Australian Colonies.

ADDRESSES to the Right Honorable the Secretary of State for the Colonies, adopted-‘ by"t;ié‘-

-3
s

No. 1.
INTERCOLONIAL Commercial Reciprocity.
To the Right Honorable the Secre‘tary of State for the Colonies.

.+ The Representatives of the Colonies of New South Walev, New Zealand, Queensland, South Australia, Tasmania,’
Victoria, and Western Australia, assembled in Counference in Sydney, have carefully considered the correspondence’
which has taken place between the Right Honorable the Secretary of State for the Colonies,” and their several’
Governments, upon the subject of Intercolonial Commercial Reciprocity. The Conference, having given respectful
attention to the argumerits used by the Secretary of State, still consider it their duty to urge. upon the Imperial’
Government the removal of the restrictions which preclade two or more Colonies of the Australasian Group from'
entering into arrangements for-the admission of aiticles the growth, produce, or manufacture of any part of Australia’
or New Zealand, upon terms to which they may mutually agree.

The Conference express their earnest hope that Her Majesty’s Government will introduce, at as early a date as
possible, the necessary measure of legislation to give effect to the wishes of the Conference.

Signed at Sydney, the-14th day of February, 1873.

HENRY PARKES,
Colonial Secretary,
SAUL-SAMUEL, New South Wales. -
Vice-President of the
Executive Council,

JULIUS VOGEL, :
: Colonial Treasurer and
Postmaster-Greneral,
WILLIAM H. REYNOLDS,
Commissioner of Customs,
A. H. PALMER,
‘Coluninl Secretary,
J. MALBON THOMPSON,
Secretary for Public Lands,
HENRY AYERS,
Chief Secretary,
JOHN H. BARROW,
' Treasurer,

FREDX. M. INNES,

New Zealand.

Queensland.

South Australia,

. Colonial Treasurer, Tasmania.
J. M. W1LSON, M.L.C.
" JAS. G. FRANCIS, ‘
" Chief Secretary, - Victoria

EDWARD LANGTON,

Treasurer,

FRED. P. BARLEE,
s Colonial Secretary,

) el e ) N~

Western Australia.
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No. .2.

DUTY on Australian Wines imported into the United Kingdom.

To the Right Honorable the Secretary of State for the Colonies. .

The Representatives of the Colonies of New South Wules, New Zealand, Queensland, South Australin, Tasmania,
Victorin, and Western Australia respectfully request the Imperial Government to take into consideration the yreat
disedvantage under which the vinegrowers of Australia labour with respect to duty charged on the admission of their
Wines into the United Kingdom. : B

The natural alcoholic strength of Australian Wines is generally in excess of twenty-six per cent. of proof spirit,
on which the duty of two shillings aud sixpence is payable,—a rate which is almost prohibitory of the import of
wine from Australia into the United Kingdoun. Co

A large proportion of the Wines of France and Germany seldom reach the standard of twenty-six per cent. of.
proof spirit, and are therefore admitted at the lowest duty of one shilling per gallon. .

Larve quantities of Wine are being produced in the Australasian Colonies, greatly in excess of the corni-
sumption of their inhabitants, and a very considerable export could be made to the United Kingdom it the standard
of strength, at which the higher duty of two sbillings and sixpeunce is charged, svas increased from twenty-six to
thirty-five per cent. of proof spirit. ' ,

The Representatives of the Colonies in Conference therefore trust that the Secretary of State will take the
necessary steps to extend the limit of the standard of stréngth to thirty-five per cent. accordingly, and thus allow
such Wines to be admitted at the duty of one shilling per gallon, and afford encouragement to & most important
industry in which so many colonists are engaged. o .

Signed at Sydney, the 14th day of February, 1873.

HENRY- PARKES,
Coloninl Secretary,
SAUL SAMUEL, New South Wales,
Vice-President of the
Executive Council,
JULIUS VOGEL,
Colonial Treasurer and
Postmaster-General,
WILLIAM H. REYNOLDS, -
Commissioner of Customs,
A. H. PALMER,
Colonial Secretary,
J. MALBON THOMPSON,
Secretary for Public Lands,

HENRY AYERS, - }
;
§
3
|

New Zealand.

Queensland.

Chief Secretary,
JOHN H. BARROW,

Treasurer.
FREDX, M. INNES,

Colonial Treasurer,
J. M. WILSON, M.L.C.,
JAS. G. FRANCIS,

Chief ecretary,
EDWARD LANGTON,

Treasurer,
FRED, P. BARLEE,

Colouial Secretary,

South Australia.

Tasmania.

Victoria.

Western Australia.

No. 3.

ACQUISITION or Construction of through Line of Telegraphic Communication between Great Britain,
: . India, and Australasia.

To-the Right Honorable the Secretary of State for the Colonies.

The Representatives of the Colonies of New South Wales, New Zealand, Queensland, South Australia, Tasmania,
Victoria, and Western Austral'a, in Conference assembled, in firwarding to the Right Honorable the Secretary of
State fur the Colunies the Resolution attached (which passed the Conference unanimously), desire to impress upon His
Lordship thewr seuse of its wigency and importance. '

- The Governments of all the Australasian Colonies have taken charge of the lines of Telegraphic Communication
in their respective Colonies. Experieuce has shown that this vourse has enabled far greater facilities to be offered to
those usin: the Telegraph, and at lower rates, than if the lines hud been permitted to puss into private hands, or
into the hands of public Companies. Her M ajesty’s Government have recently acquired the land lines within the
United Kingdom ; and the Conference believe, from the iuformstion they possess, that the change has been
attended with success. :

They are of opinion that the arguments which may be used in favour of Governments taking charge of the
land lines within their territories, apply with more force to their tuking charge of the mieans of commuuication
between the separate parts of the same Empire.

The national objects served are too obvious to need comment. It is submitted that they are sufficiently strong
to be worthy of consideration, even supposing the cummunication would have to be maintaiued at some pecuniary
cost.
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But the proposal made by the Conference will in all probability not involve a loss. On the contrary, it ma
equally be urged on the ground of economy as on that of good government. Her Majesty’s subjects in the United
Kingdom, India, and Australasia have now to use the lines in the hands of Joint Stock Companies, who look
for rates to yield their shareholders from ten to fifteen per cent. If the Governments acquired the lines, they
could obtain money at about four per cent.; besides that, by the use of Her Majesty’s ships the lines could be
maintained at less than the present cost of maintenance. The Governments would, therefore, be ablé t6 offer the use
of the Telegraph at lower rates than Joint Stock Companies are inclined to do. When it is considered how
materially Telegraphic Communication promotes the prosperity of the Countries enjoying it, it may without
exaggeration be asserted that the proposal made by the Conference is one in the interest of a large portion of Her
Majesty’s subjects.

The Conference would prefer that Her Majesty’s Government should elaborate the details; and they merely
throw out as a suggestion, that the Imperial Government, in conjunction with the GGovernments of India and the
Australasian Colonies, should jointly acquire or construct a through line between the United Kingdom, Australia,
and New Zealand, and by way of Her Majesty’s Indian Possessions. :

Signed at Sydney, the 14th day of February, 1873,

HENRY PARKES,
Colonial Secretary,
SAUL SAMUEL,
Vice-President of the '
. Executive Council,
JULIUS VOGEL,
Colonial Treasurer and
Postmaster-General,
WILLIAM H. REYNOLDS,
Commissioner of Customs,
A. H. PALMER,
. Colonial Secretary,
J. MALBON THOMPSON, ]
Secretary for Public Lands,
HENRY AYERS,
Chief Secretary,
JOHN H. BARROW,
Treasurer,
FREDXK, M. INNES,
- Colonial Treasurer,
J. M. WILSON, M.L.C.,

JAS. G. FRANCIS,
Chief Secretary,

EDWARD LANGTON,
Treasurer,

FRED. P. BARLEE,
Colonial Secretary,

New South Wales.

™~/

New Zealand.

Queensland.

South Australia. .

Tasmania.

Victoria.

Western Australia.

haadiAS Ve Sl e e e d . a T

RESOLUTION REFERRED TO.

3. Mr. Vogel then moved and Mr. Barlee seconded the following Resolution, which was ananimously agreed

t0 :—
“That this Conference, representing the Governments of the several Australasian Colonies, desire to express to
the Right Homnorable the Secretary of State their willingness and anxiety to co-operate with the Imperial
Government in the acquisition or construction of through Lines of Telegraphic Communication between

Great Britain, India, and Australasia.”
(Signed) HENRY PARKES, Clairman.

. . No. 4.
INVESTMENT of Trust Funds in Colonial Government Securities.

To the Right Honorable the Secretary of State for the Colonies.

The Representatives of the Australasian Colonies, assembled in Conference, desire urgently to impress upon the
Right Honorable the Secretary of State for the Colonies the very great and unnecessary disadvantages to which, as
it appears to them, the Colonies are subjected, through Trustees in the United Kingdom not being at liberty to invest
Trust Funds in Colonial Government Securities. '

When Trustees act under instruments which do not expressly exclude or include certain Securities, their
discretion as to investment js still limited by certain Acts of Parliament. They may invest in Securities guaranteed
by Parliament, in Securities authorised by General Order of the Court of Chancery, in Parliamentary Stocks,
in Public Funds or Government Securities. They are alse allowed to invest in Indian unguaranteed Stocks; and
lately they have been permitted to invest in Railway Securities.

Itis submitted by the Conference, that legislative provision shonld be made, in virtue of which Trustees would
be at liberty to invest in Colonial Government Securities. There can be no reason why the Securities of the
Colonies should not be placed upon as favorable a footing as the unguaranteed Securities of India,

There are numerous cases of persons who reside in the Colonies, beneficially interested in Trust Funds in the
United Kingdom, who desire that such Funds shoyld be invested within the Colony in which they reside. The Trust
Deeds do not prohibit such a course, yet the Trustees, in the absence of the suggested Legislative provision, find them-
selves unable to comply with the wishes of those on behalf of whom they act. :
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The enormous accurmulations ‘of Thust Moneys would make the medSure now siggésted ‘one 'of 'great con-
venience to a large number of Her MaJesty s subjects residing in the United Kingdom.

The Conference earnestly iirges the Secretary of State to take the steps necessary to give effect to this repre-
sentation.

‘Signed at Sydney, the 14th day of February, 1873.

HENRY PARKLS
Co]onml Secr ¢tary,
‘SAUL SAMUEIL, New South Wales.
Vlce-Prcmdent,of the
Exeeutive ‘Council,
JULIUS. VOG’EL
Colonial Treasm‘er and
Postmaster- Genem.l
WILLIAM H. REYNOLDS
! ~ Commissioner of Customs,
A, H. PALMER,
Colonial Secretar
1
$

New Zealand

J. MALBON THOMPS N Queensland.

Secretary for Public Lands, }
HENRY AYERS,
. Chief Seuetaly,
JOHN H. BARROW,
Treasurer,
FREDK, M. INNES,
Coloninl Treasurer: )
J. M. WILSON, M.L.C.,

-JAS.'G. FRANCIS,
Chief Secretary,

-EDWARD LANGTON,
Treasurer,

FRED. P. BARLEE,
Colonial Secretary,

South Australia,
} Tasmania.

Victoria.

Western Australia.

] JAMES BARNARD,
‘GOVERNMENT PRINTER, TASMANIA.



