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INTERCOLONIAL CONFERENCE. 

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE . lNTERCOLONIAL CONFERENCE, HELD AT 

SYDNEY, NEW SOUTH ,v ALES, DURING THE MONTHS OF JANUARY AND FEBRUARY, 

1873. 

Tn1s Conference was convened at the instance of the Honorable Henry Parkes, representing the 
Government of New_ South Wales, for the consideration, primarily, of the following subjects:-

1. A scheme of Ocean Mail Services which would meet the demands of all the Australian 
Colonies and New Zealand. 

2. The policy of Interco1oniaI F1·ee Trade, and the objections thereto advanced by the 
Secretary of State, in despatches of July 13, 1871, and April 19, 1872. 

3. Telegraphic Communication, more especially in relation to submarine Cables. 

All the Colonies of Australasia, ineluding Tasmania and New Zealand, 'responded to the 
invitation, and sent the under-mentioned gentlemen as their representatives:-

On behalf of New South \Vales-
The Honorable H1mRY PARKES, Colonial Secretary. 
The Honorable BAUL SAMUEL, Vice-President of the Executive Council. 

On behalf of New Zealand-
The Honorable JuLIUs VoGEL, C.M.G., Colonial Treasurer. 
The l:ioriorable W. H. REYNOLDS, Commissioner of Customs. 

On behalf of Queensland-
'l'he Honorable A. H. PALMER, Colonial Secretary. 
The Honorable J.M. THOMPSON, Secrefary for Lands. 

On behalf of South Australia-
The Hqnorable Srn HENRY AYERS, K.C.M.G., Chief Secret~ry. -
The Honorable J. H. BARROW, Treasure1'. 

On hehalf of Tasmania-
The Honorable F_-lVL INNES, Treasurer. 
The Honorable J.M. \VrLSQN, President of the Legislative Council. 

On behalf of Victoria-
The Honorable J. G. FRANCIS, Chief Secretary. 
The Honorable EDWARD LANGTON, Treasurer. 

On behalf of Western Australia-
'I'he H~norable F. )3. BARLEE, Colonial Secretary. 

The Conference assembled at the Treasury, Sydney; the first sitting being on Wednesday, 
January 22nd, and the last op Friday, February _14th. 

At the first meeting _the Hon. Henry Parkes was unanimously elected CJ,airman, and A. C. 
Budge, Esq., Clerk of the Executive Council, was appointed Secretary. 

· 'rhe subjects discussed by the Conference were the following:-
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I.-THE GALLE POSTAL SERVICE. 

With reference to this question, it was decided, after several days' deliberation, that the pro
posal of the Lords of the Treasury for the e:;tablishment and maintenance of a four-weekly Service 
between Galle· and Australasia be accepted, on the following conditions:-' 

(1.) That Melbourne be the Terrilfous of the Service. 

(2.) That the cost of all the requisite .Branch Services be considered as part of the cost of 
the whole Service. 

(3.) That the several Australasian Governments shall contribute to the cost of the whole 
Service, in proportion to the correspondence conveyed by such Mail Service from 
each Colony. . · 

( 4.) That the Governments of the Colonies requiring Branch Services make the necessary 
arrangements for their respective Services with the Government or Governments 
of the Colony or Coloni'3s negotiating· the Contract for the Mail Service from Galle. 

(5.) That the Government of Victoria make all payments for the Main and Branch Galle 
Services, rendering-quarterly estimates of the amounts to be contributed by the 
several Colonies, with annual final adjustments of accounts. 

(6.) That Cockburn Sound, in W estei;n Australia, be substituted for King George's 
Sound as a port Jf call for the Ocean Mail Steamers, provided arrangements can 
be made to obviate material delay, or increase of cost of the Service. 

(7.) That the Ocean Mail Steamers call at Glenelg, South Australia, to receive and 
deliver Mails. 

During the discussion a Resolution was passed that if, during the sittings of the Conference, 
the Representatives of New South Wales concurred in the action of the Conference with regard to 
the Galle Service, the arrangements respecting· it should be left to the Governments of New South 
Wales, Victoria, and South Australia. New South Wales, however, refusing to concur, and 
protesting against the Terminus being at Melbourne, the arrangements for the negotiation of the 
Service remain.,vith Victoria alone. 

The decision that the Terminus be at Melbourne ·was arrived at on the follo,ving division :
Ayes: Messrs. Francis, Langton, Vogel, Reynolds, Innes, Wilson, Barlee, BaiTow, and Sir Henry 
Ayers. Noes: Messi·s. Palmer, Thompson, Samuel, and the . Chairman (Mr. Parkes). The 
general resolution approving of the Galle Service was then adopted by the votes of all the Delegates, 
except those from New South ~ 7ales, who explained that their votes were given in opposition 
because it had been decided that the Terminus should be at Melbourne. At a subsequent meeting· 
of the Conference the question of the Terminus being at Melbourne was re-discussed, on a Motion 
by Mr. Innes to the effect that the arrangement for the transmission of the New South vVales and 
Queensland Mails, as embodied in the Motion of Mr. Langton, adopted January 27th, was "not 
satisfactory." A division was taken on Mr. Innes's Motion with the following result :-For the 
Motion-Messrs. Innes, Palmer, Thompson, Samuel, and the Chairman (Mr. Parkes). Against 
the Motion-Messrs. Francis, Langton,. Vogel, Reynolds, Barlee, Barrow, and Sir Henry Ayers,
Mr. Wilson declining to vote. The result was, therefore, to affirm the former decision that the 
Terminus be at Melbourne. Upon this, Messrs. Parkes and Samuel, on behalf of New South 
Wales, lodged a protest, which, together with memoranda on the same subject by the Represent
atives of Victoria and New Zealand, ,vill be found in the Minutes of Proceedings. 

' II.-THE TORRES STRAITS SERVICE. 

A Resolution was adopted in favour of the establishruent of a Mail Sei--vice between Singapore, 
Brisbane, and Sydney, provided the total cost $hould not exceed £25,000 per annum, the cost to be 
divided between all the Golonies in proportion to. the number of letters they despatch by this route. 
The Imperial Government to be asked to contribute £5000 per annum towards the subsidy. It 
was further-decided that the negotiations for the establishment of the Service be left to the Govern-
ment of Queensland. · 

III.-THE SAN FRANCISCO SERVICE. 

The Conference agreed to move the Imperial Government to pay all charges upon the trans
mission of Mails to and from London and San Francisco (retaining· all Postages collected in 'the 
United Kingdom on account thereot), an~ to contribute £20,opo annually towards a San Francisco 
Service, to be agreed upon between the Governments of New Zealand and New South Wales. 



5 

IV.-POSTAL RATES AND ARRANGEMENTS. 

. · .. With reference to postal charges and the further facilities required in this department of the 
Public Service, the Conference adopted Resolutions to the following effect:- . 

(I.) That the rates of postage to the United Kingdom, by any of the Services·agreed to by 
the Colonies-already established or to be established-shall be the same as at 
present by the Southa1hpton route; the Brindisi charge also remaining as at 
present. 

(2.) That there be, on and after 1st January, 1874, a uniform Intercolonial letter rate of 
2d. per half-ounce, both overland and by sea ; and that a uniform Intercoloni~l 
parcel and book-packet rate be also adopted, according· to a scale· agreed lipoii. 
( Vide Minutes.) . . . , 

(3.) That after 31st March next, captains of vessels be permitted to have a box or bag fqr · 
the reception of letters up to the time of sailing, provided such letters are sufficiently 
stamped, and also bear the late fee stamp; such letters to be delivered without 
extra charge by the Postal Authorities of the Colonies to which they are addressed. 

V.-THE TELEGRAPH SERVICE. 
' 

. · The Conference considered various questions connect8d witl1 the Telegraph Service, and cariie 

.to the following conclusions :- . 

(l.) That in view of the serious inconvenience that would result from the stoppage of 
Telegraphic Communication with Europe, it is desirable to construct. a Cable 
between Singapore and the terminus of the Queensland lines at Norman Mouth. 

(2.) 

(3.) 

(4.) 

That a MemoriaLbe transmitted to the Right Honorable the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, informing· him that the iaeveral Australasian Governments are very desirous 
of co-operating with the Imperial Government in the acquisition or constructio°: of 
through lines of Telegraphic Communication between Great Britain, India, and 
Australasia. · 

That on and after November 1st next, the charge for telegraphic message within each 
ofthe Australasian Colonies be one shilling for ten words (exclusive of address and 
signature), and one penny for every additional word, but that these charges are not 
to include messages on the lines from Port Augusta to Port Darwin, from Bowen 
to Norman Mouth, nor the Cable charg·e between Tasmania and Victoria. 

That' messages for New Zealand and W estem Australia be received at all Australian 
Stations, tbe proper charge being made for their transmission to the· port or place 
from which they are to be posted, and vice .versi1 with regard to telegrams posted in 
New Zealand and Western Australia to the telegraph operator at. any port in 
Australia ; :c).ml that arrangements should be made for the collection of telegraph 
charges on all such messages. 

It was proposed,-" That in order to obtain a·reduction in the charge for telegrams between 
Great Britain, India; and Australasia, the Imperial Government be requested to join with the 
Colonies in a temporary subsidy not.exceeding £25,000 per annum, for the purpose of securing that · 
object, and that the Governments of South Australia and Victoria be requested to take the necessary 
steps to ·give effect to the above recommendation; on which Question the numbers for and against 
were equal. · 

. A Resolution was also proposed in reference to the above Motion,-" That in addition; a Free 
Pl'ess Message of fifty words per diem from London to Australia be furnished," which was negatived~ 

VI.-INTERCOLONIAL COMMERCIAL RECIPROCITY. 

The Conference, after duly considering Lord Kimberley's despatch of April 19th, 1872, and the 
other correspondence on this subject, resolved to again urge upon the attention of His Lordship the 
claims of the Australasian Colonies, and adopted a Memorial in favor of the removal of therestriction_s_ 
which prevent two or more Colonies entering into arrangements for the admission, within their 
respective territories, of articles the growth, produce, or manufacture of any part of Australasia; upon 
terms of which they may mutually agree. 

VII.-INTERCOLONIAL CUSTOMS UNION. 

The question of adopting a uniform Tariff thronghout the Australasian Colonies was discussed 
1by the Conference, and a Resolution was passed affirming the desirableness of' such a course;_·on the 
understanding that the " Up.ion" should be established on the pfoiciple that Customs Duties oug·ht to' 
be levied for purpo~es of Revenue only, and not for the purposes of Protection. On this 'question 
there was much diversity of opinion, and the Motion was carried by a ·majority of one.• 
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VIII.-THE MURRAY RIVER DUTIES. 

The Conference passed a Resolution affirming the desirableness of abolishing the present system 
of collecting Customs Duties on the Murray, and substituting the payment of lump sums, to. he 
a,rranged on an_ equitable basis by the Colonies more immediately concerned. 

IX.-COAST LIGHTS. 

The subject of Coast Lights having been brought under the attention of the Conference, a 
Committee was appointed to consider whether it would be Jesirable to establish a General Board for 
the Australasian Colonies, similar to the Trinity Board of London. The Committee reported that 
the time had not yet arrived when an independent Board, possessing· executive functions, could be 
advantageously appointed in these Colonies ; but it was recommended that the principal Marine 
Officers of the several Colonies should meet in conference to consider the whole question of the Coast 
Lights, and to report as to their efficiency and economical management; also, whether new Lights 
were required, and in what proportion the several Colonies should contribute to the general lighting
up of the Coast. The Report of the Committee was adopted by the Conference, and several inde
pendent Motions on the subject of Light-houses, and the liability of the different Governments for 
their payment, were then withdrawn, in order that they might be referred to the proposed Nautical 
Committee. The Conference, further, passed a Resolution to the effect that the risk to life and pro
perty occasioned by the existence of dangerous groups of islands, known as " The Snares," and the 
Auckland Islands, southward of New Zealand, rendered the erection and maintenance of a Light
house in that vicinity eminently desirable; and that it be a recommendation to the Imperial Govern
ment, and to the several Colonial Governments, to contribute to the expense of such Light in pro
portion to the tonnage of the shipping, inwards or outwards, in Great Britain, and in each Colony 
deriving benefit from the same. 

X.-AUSTRALIAN WINES, 
In consequence of the Treaty with France, which limits the alcoholic strength of Wines admitted 

into the United Kingdom at ls. per gallon duty to 26 deg-rees of proof spirit, virtually precluding the 
exportation of the most suitable class of Australian Wines, the Conference appointed a Committee to 
prepare a Memorial to the Home Government on the subject. The Committee brought up a Report, 
praying that the strength of Wines to be admitted at the shilling duty might be increased to 
35 deg:rees; and the Memorial, having been discussed and considered, was adopted by the Conference. 

XL-REMEDIES AGAINST ABSCONDING DEBTORS AND CRIMINALS. 
These subjects having occupied the attention of the Conference, it was resolved that the Govern

ment of South Australia be requested to undertake the preparation of a measure to remedy the defects 
in the law reg·arding absconding Debtors, and that the Government of Queeni;;land be requested to 
prepare a Bill on the subject of the Extradition of Criminals. The Conference undertook to use 
their best endeavours to get such Bills passed into· law, subject to their being approved by the Law 
Officers of the several Colonies. 

XII.-TRUST FUNDS. 

The Conference adopted a Memorial to the Secretary "of State for the Colonies, praying· tlui,t 
Her lVIajestis Government would take the necessary steps to enable Trustees in the United Kingdom 
to invest Trust Funds in Colonial Government Securities. ·, 

XIII.-REFUGE FOR DISTRESSED SEAMEN AT SOMERSET. 

It was decided by the Conference that the various Colonies should conti-ibute to the mainteimnce_ 
of Somerset, in proportion to their tonnage passing through Torres Straits, and that an application be 
made to the Imperial Government to continue their present subscription to the said settlement, 
Queensland undertaking to defray one-third of the total cost. 

XIV.-DISEASES IN STOCK. 

The Conference having· taken into consideration the great danger to which Australian Live 
Stock are exposed from the importation of animals from Countrie•s in which infectious diseases pre
vail, it was resolved that it is expedient to prohibit, for the period of two years, the landing of cattle, 
sheep, and pigs from any places beyond the limits of the Australasian Colonies, and that such pro
hibition should take effect from and after the publication of a notice in the London Times. 

XV.-THE FIJI ISLANDS. 

The question of Her Majesty's Government assuming the Protectorate of the Fiji Islands was 
discussed; and it was resolved that the state of affairs in the Fijian Islands ;urgently demanded, in 
the interest of the Australasian Colonies, and in that of the British Empire generally, the immediate 
attention of the Imperial authorities. · 
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XVI.-COLONIAL STATISTICS. 

With a view to facilitate comparison between the official Statistics of the various Australasian 
Colonies, it was resolvecl by the Conference that it is expedient to have all such Statistics framed, as 
far as possible, upon a uniform system, and that the Governments of Victoria and New South Wales 
be requested to prepare a plan and submit a draft thereof to the several Governments for con~ 
sideration. 

Several other questions were discussed by the Conference, on which no definitive action was 
taken. 

(Signed) HENRY PARKES, ~ 
. Colonial Secretary, · 

SAUL SAMUEL, • . New South ,vales. 
Vice-President of the 

Executive Council, 

JULIUS VOGEL, ~ 
Colonial Treasurer and 

Postmaster-General, New Zealand. 
WILLIAM H. REYNOLDS, 

Commissioner of Customs, 

A.H.PALMER, ) 
Colonial Secretary, t 

J. MALBON THOMPSON, ( Queenslautl. 
. Secretary of Public Lands,) 

HENRY AYERS, 
Chief Secretary, 

JOHN H. BARROW, 
Treasurer, 

FREDK. l\L INNES, 
Colonial Treasurer, 

J. M. VflLSON, 
President of Legislative 

Council, 

J. G. FRANCIS, 
. Chief Secretary, 

ED,VARD LANGTON, 
r:rreasurer, 

FRED. P. BARLEE, 
Colonial Secretary. 

} Souil, Austmlia. 

I Vie~,ia 

} Western Australia. 

The Treasury, Sydney, l4tli Feb1·ua1·y, 1873. 



MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS. 

MINUTES OF' PROCEEDINGS OF THE -lNTERCOLONIAL CONFERENCE, HELD AT sv·DNEY, 
NEW SOUTH WALES, DURING THE MONTHS OF JANUARY .AND FEBRUARY, 1873. 

AT THE TREASURY, SYDNEY. 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22, 1873. 

THE· under-mentioned gentlemen, Representatives of the Colonies of Victoria, New South Wales, South .Australia, 
Queensland, New Zealand, Tasmania, and Western Australia, were present; viz.- · 

Victoria: The Honorable J. G. FRAN;CIS, Chief Secretary. 
The Honorable EDWARD LANGTON, Treasurer. 

New Soutli Wales: The Honorable HENRY PARKES, Colonial Secretary. 
'l'he Honorable SAUL SAMUEL, Vice-President of the Executive Council. 

South Australia: The Honorable SIR HENRY AYERS, K.C.M.G., Chief Secretary. 
The Honorable J. H. BARROW, Treasurer. 

Queensland: The H.onorable A. H. PALMER, Colonial Secretary. 
The·Honorable J.M. THOMPSON, Secretary for Lands. 

New Zealand: The Honorable W. H. REYNOLDS, Commissioner of Customs. 
Tasmania:· The Honorable F. M. lNNEs, 'lreasurer. 

The Honorable J.M. WILSON, President of the Legislative Council. 
Western Australia: The-Honorable F. P. BARLEE, Colonial S_ecretary. · 

The :Honorable Henry, Parkes was unanimously elected to the Chair. 
Mr. A. C. Budge, Clerk of the Executive Qounci!, was appointed Secretary. 
It was then resolved that the Conference should meet daily, at half-past Ten o'clock A,llI,, Saturday excepted. 
Mr. Langton proposed-"That the proceeding~ of the Conference shall not be made public, except with the 

sanction of the Conference." · · 
Seconded by Mr. Wilson, and agreed to unanimously. 
It was then resolv~d, "That the SecrHary berPquired to make out Minutes of each day's proceedings, which shall 

be read over and confirmed, at the next sitting, prior to any other business being entered upon." 
The Conferenee decided .upon the following order of business:-

1. The Mail Service between England and the Colonies. 
2. The question of Intercolonial Free Trade. 

The Meeting then adjourned until the next day, at h_alf-past Ten o'clock. 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 23, 1873. 

Vict01:ia: 

New South Wales: 

Soutli Australia: 

Queensland : 

New Zealand : 

1'asmania: 

·western Australia : 

Present: 
The HonorablP. J. G. Francis. 
The Honorable Edward Langton. 
The l-lnnorable Henry Parkes. 
'fhe Honorable Saul Samuel. 
The Honorable Sir Henry 4yers. 
The Honorable J. H. Barrow; 
The 1-1 onorable A. H. Palmer. 
The Honorable J.M. Thompson. 
The Honorable Julius Vogel. 
The Honorable W. H. Reynolds. 
The Honorable F. M. Innes. 
The Hon,,rable J.M. Wilson. 
The Honorable F. P. Barlee. 

HENRY PARKES, Chairman. 

The Conference having met at the appointed hour, the Minutes of the Proceedings of yesterday's date were read 
by the Secretary, and confirmed. 

Mr. Parkes then laid before the Conferenre-(1.-) The circular despatch from Lord Kimberley, Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, dated 4th September, 1872, on !he subject of a ,New Postal Service with the Australasian 
Colonies on the termination of the p!'esent Contract with the P. & 0. Co., at the end of the year 1873; also-(2.) 
Corresp~ndence respecting action of G(!vernment of Victoria relative to the New Postal Service via Suez. 

Mr. Samuel laid before the Conference the following papers:-
(1.) Return of the specified and actual days of ,\rrival and Departure of the Contract Steamers of the P. & 0. 
. Co. during the year 1872, showing the number of days taken in the passage from and to London, via 

Suez and Brindisi and via Su_ez and Southampton. · 
(2.) Return of the Arrival at and Departure from Sydney of the .Steamers which, during· the year 1871, 

conveyed Mails by way of New Zealand and California, ancl by way of Fiji and California, with the 
number of days occupied in· the transit of r.he Mails· to and from London. 

(3,) ·neturn of the number of Letters, &c. de~patched and received by the 'Peninsular and Oriental' Co.'s 
Steamships between Galle and Sydney, and the cost of conveyance. 
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(4.) Return showing the number of Letters despatched and received by the Steamships· conveying Mails 

between Sydney and San Francisco, and the cost of conveyance, 
(5.) Return of the number of Letters, &c. received from and despatched to the East Indies, Chino, &c. by 

the Packets of the P. & 0. Co. . 
Mr. Wilson then !lloved-" That Lore]. Kimberley's despatcl1, above referred to, be considered as read." 
Seconded by Mr. Barlee, and agreed to. 
Mr. Parkes briefly stated the substance of tlie correspondence between the Government of New South Wales 

and the several Australian Colonies and New Zealand, bearing upon the present Conference, and laid before the 
Conference copies of the same. . 

Mr. Parkes, as Chairman, then drew the attention of the Conference to the subject of the Postal Service between 
England and the Colonirs,-which was generally discussed ; and dm·ing such discussion, on the motion of Mr. 
Barrow, the despatch from the Duke of Buckingham and Chandos, dated 19th October, 1867, was rend by the 
Secretary. 

1. Mr. Wilson· then handed in the following Notice of Motion, which was ordered to be printed ; viz.-
" That the GovernmPnts of Victoria, New South Wales, Queensland, ,v estern Australia, Tasmania, and New 

Zealand acc,·pt the proposal of the Lords ot the Treasury for the establishment and maintenance of a 
four-weekly Mail Service between Point de Galle and a port or ports in Australia, on the understanding 
that the cost of the branch Services required to delivPr the South Austmlinn, Tasmanian, Queensland, and 
New Zealand Mails shall be considered as part of the cost of.the whole Service, and on the further under
standing that_ the several Governments slmll contribute to the cost of the whole Service, in proportion to 
the correspondence conveyed by such Mail Service to and from each Colony." 

l\ir. Samuel, during the said discussion, expressed his bPlir,f that the three Postal Lines, viz.-(1) From Galle to 
Sydn11y, via King Georg1,'s Sound, Glenell!", and M ellJournP.; (2) From San Francisco and Melbourne, viii, 
Honolulu, Fiji, and 8ydney, to include New _Zealand either by a branch line or otherwise; and (3) Singapore, 
Batavia, and Sydney, niu Brisbane and other ports in Queensl;1nd,-could be carried out at a cost very little exceeding 
that paid by the Colonies collectively for the present Line vfrl Galle; and in support of his statement, submitted the 
approximate cost of each Service, which the Conference desired might be printed. 

The Council adjourned at twenty-five minutes past One, until next day at"the usual hour. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 24, 1873. 

Victo1·ia; 

New Soutlt Wales: 
Soutlt Australia: 

Queensland: 

New Zealand: 

Tasmania: 

Present: 
The Honorab!f'. J. G. Francis. 

· The Honorable E. Langton. 
The Honor11ble Saul Samuel.· 
Tim Honorable Sir Henry Ayers. 
The Honorable J. H. Barrow, 
The Honorable A. H. Palmer. 
The Honorable J. M. 'fhompson. 
The Honorable Julius Vogel. 
The Honoruble W. H. Reynolds. 
The Honorable F. M. Innes. 
The Honorable J. M. Wilson. 

lVestem Australia: 'l'he Honorable F. P, Barlee. 

HENRY .PARKES, Cl1ainna11. 

The ConferPnce havin~ assembled at the hour appointed, it was prorosed by the Honorable J. G. Francis, and 
unanimously agr,•ed to-" That in corisequenco of the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales having bPen in 
session for two d11y~ and nights consecutively, and the Chairman, Mr. Parkes, having b1•en engaged without inter
mission for that period, this Conference stands ndjourned until Monday next, at ha!f:.past Ten o'clock." 

The Conference adjourned acco1·dingly. 

MONDAY, JANUARY 27, 1873. 

·Present: 
Vic(o1·ia: The Honorable J. G. Francis. 

The Honorable E. Langton. 
New Sout/1 Wales: The H onorable Henry Parkes. 

The Honorable Saul Samuel. 
Soutlt Australia: The Honorable Sir Henry Ayers. 

The Hon,,rable J. H. Barrow. 
Queensland: The Honorable A. H. Palmer. 

The Honorable J. M. Thompson. 
New Zealand: 'l'he H onorable Julius Vog-el. 

The Honornblo W. H. Reynolds, 
Tasmania: The Honorable J.i'. M. Innes. 

'l'he Honorabln J. M. Wilson. 
Western Australia: ·•rhe Honorable F. P. Barlee. 

HENRY PARKES, Clwirman. 

The Conference having assembled at the appointed time, the Minutes of the P1•oceedings on the 23rd and 24th 
instants were r~ad and confirmed. 
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. The ·chair.man then address·ed the Conference as follows·:-" I desire to apologise for not having been_'present 
at' the··nieeting of the Conference on the 24th •instant, and to express my grateful sense. of the handsome inanner .in 
which the· proceedings were adjourned.in consideration of the cause of my absence.'' 

1. Mr. Innes then gave the following Notices of Motion; viz.- . 
"(I.) That. in the event. of ~eparate Contracts being entered into for the conveyance of European and 

Australian Mai,ls, it i~ _expedient that a compact should be made between the re&pective contracting 
. G'<ivefoments to adhere to the same rates of postage.'' 

·" (2.) That it is desirable that the Statistics of the several Australian Colonies should be framed on a uniform 
system; and that with a view to this object, the. Governments of New South Wales and Victoria be 
requested to devise a plan, and refer a draft of the same for approval or amendment to the 'Govern
ments of the respective Colonies interested; and the plan having been matured, the same to be observed 
in the preparation of the Annual Statii;tics of the Colonies." · 

:2. Mr. Reynolds gave notice of the follu'iving Motion; viz.-
The Representatives of New Zealand will, on a future day, submit to the Conference the following scheme for 

e.r:ecting ·and maintaining a Light-house on the "Snares"- · 
Rough estimated cost of Lantern and apparatus for a Revolving White Light £ · 

of the first order . . .. . . . • • . . . • . . • • •.• . • . • •.. . • . . • • • • • . • . • . • . . . . • • • .• . 5,000 
Rough estimated cost of ·building- .................................. ,.... 10,000 

15,000 
Rough estimated cost per annum of maintenance, including the pay of four. 

Keepers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . • . . • . • . 1,500 
It would be necessary that the station should be visited four times a year, and the vessel performing the service 

could also visit the Auckland Islands, for the purpose of renewing the supply of provisions at the depot,. 
and examining the islauds for possible castaways. • 

Estimated cost per annum of such visits and examinations.................. £500 
Contributions towards the cost of erection (say £15,000), and of maintenance and visiting (say £2000 per 

annum), to be made by the following Colonies in proportion to p_opulation; viz.-
New South Wales, 
Queensland, 
Victoria, 
Tasmania, 
South Australia, and 
New Zealand. 

Sonie discussion then took place, on the motion of Mr. Vogel, on the subject of the whole correspondence 
respecting the Postal Service being laid before the Conference, when it was resolved that the Secretary should 
-arrange the same, and have it printed for the use of the Conference. 

3. Mr. Langton then moved, and Sir Henry Ayers seconded,-
" That a Committee, consisting of Mr. Innes, Mr. Barlee, and Mr. Barrow, be appointed to consider what 

correspondence addressed to the Conference should be laid before the Conference.'' • Unanimously 
agreed tci. 

4. Mr. Wilson gave notice of the following addendum to his Notice of Motion on the 23rd instant:- . 
"That a .representation be made to the Imperial Government that its proposed contribution of .£40,000 

towards the Mail Service will be found considerably to fall short of one-half the cost of the direct and 
branch Services between Point de Galle and the Australasian Colonies, and therefore that a reasonable 
augmentation of the subsidy should be accorded." 

'5, Mr. Francis.moved, and Mr. Vogel secondecl,-
" That in referring to the several Colonies represented ·in any of the proceedings of the Conference, the names 

be placed in alphabetical order.'' Agreed to unanimously. . · 
6. Mr. Vogel gave the following Notices of Moti1m; viz.-

{I.) That the Imperial Government be applied to by telegram to grant a subsidy of £20,000 to the Californian 
Service, in addition to paying all charges upon the transmission of mails to and from London and San 
Francisco. 

(2.) That the Imperial Government be applied to by telegram to grant a subsidy of £4000 to a Torres Straits 
Service, to be arranged "for by New South Wales and Queensland. . 

:·(3.) That the Imperial Government be applied to by telegram to increase the promised subsidy to the line 
between Australia and Galle by £10,000, as in consequence of the rise in coal and the co~t of the br!lnch 

. Services the £40,000 proposecl to be gi\'en will not nearly cover a moiety of the necessary expen-
diture. · 

(4.) That subject to such arrangement being found feasible, the present San Francisco Service be varied to a 
Service similar to that agreed upon provisionally between Mr. Duffy, :(\fr: Vogel, and Mr. Webb, 
'except that "Sydney" be substituted for " Melbourne." 

That the subsidy be £50,000, of which New Zealand pay ;£30,000; the balance to be paid by the 
subsidy of' £20,000 from the Imperial Government. 

That the Colonies usi_n·g the Service pay to New Zeaiand the fuU amount .of the postage rec~ived 
by them for the mail matte_r they transmit by the Service. 

(5.). That New f-<outh Wales and Queensland arr!\nge·for a Torres Straits Service, New South Wales.to 6_ontri:_: 
bute £4000. If the boats call at Port Darwin, South Australia to contribute £2000. The balaii'c'e to 
be paid by Queensland, and Queensland to receive all postages other than those of contributing 
Colonies on mail matter transmitted by the Service. 

(6.) That a sum not exceeding £110,000 be paid for a Service through, from Australia to Galle. 
(7.) That a sum not exceeding £6000 be paid to New South Wales and Queenuland for a branch Service to 

co·nnect with the main line. · 
(8.) That a sum not exceeding £5000 be paid to New Zealand for a branch Service to connect with the main 

line. 
(9.) That a sum not exceeding £2500 be paid to Tasmania for a branch Service to connect with the main 

line. 
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(10.) That should the cost of the Galle Service_ exce~<l £110,000, Yictoria pay the excess. 

, .:: ·. (ll.) _That the sev~i:al sums stated, :amo~nting in all to a sum:• of not exce.eding £123,500, be first reduced b:, 
the Imperial contribution of £40,000 or £,50,000 as the case may be,-be contributed by the whole of 
the Colonies, in proportion to the numl/er of the le_tte~s .,despatched by th.eni s.everally by_ the Galle 
Service. · · · · · 

(12.) That i~asmuch .as Railway Co;nmunication between Sydney and Melbourne shou_ld be so far completed 
by the middle ·of 1874 as to makP. the carriage of the mails by land between Melbourne and Sydney 
quicker than by sea, the terminus of the Galle route shall for th!) first six months of I 87 4 be at Sydney, 
and that subsequently Melbourne shall be the terminus. · 

(13.) That the Galle steamer shall call at Cock_burn Sound (if arrangements can .be made to do so), and if by 
such calling the delay shall not exceed 24 hours. · 

(14.J That the steamers shall call off Gi'enelg, to receive .ancl deliver Mails. 
(15.) That the Governments of the Colonies of New South Wales, Yictoria, and South Australia shall jointly 

· arrange the Galle Contract in the terms described ; that such Contracts shall bB on beh.alf of the 
Colonies collectively; and that i_t may, at the option of the Colonies named, be made either by calling 
for Tenders or by private Contract. · · 

(16.) That the Colony of. Yic~or.ia .make al) _t!ie. ,p.ay_1µents _!1itherto ~lescribed, anrl furnish each year, as soon 
after the l;'lt .J,anuary 8,S possible-., _St_at!)merit.s. qf ./\,cc_o,unt ~o the vurious Colonies concerned. · 

(17.) That Mails be not carried to or from Colonies not contributing. 

7. Mr. Langton then gave the following Notices of Motion; viz.-
(1.) That, unless otherwise detPrminecl. by. a majority of the. Colonies, .the rates of postage to the United 

Kingdom by any of the Services agreed to by this• Conference, and by any Service which any one of 
the contracting Colonies may establish, shall be the same as _at present by the Southampton route. 
The extra charge for Mails via Brinuisi to remain as _at present. 

(2.) That, inasmuch-as the- Railway from Melbourne to Albury will be completed during the current year, 
and as mails can then be conveyed between Melbourne and Sydney in thirty-four hours, or twenty
two hours-less than tbe_average time occupied by the P. & 0. Company's steamors,-thus securing the 
delivery of New South Wales and Queensland Mails one day earlier than at pres·ent,-the terminus of 
the Galle Service shall be at Melbourne. 

8. Mr. Samuel gave notice of the following Amendment on the Motiori tu be proposed by Mr. Wilson; 
viz.-

That in the opinion- of this Conference it is desirable that the three Postal Services, via Galle, San Francisco, 
and Torres Straits, should be main rained by the Australian Colonies and New 'Zealand, by contributions 
from the several Colonies, proportioned to the advantages which the three lines shall be considered to 
confer on the said Colonies. 

Mr. Wilson brought forward the Motion standing in his name, togetlier with the addendum, of which notice had 
just been given by him, when, after having been discusser! by the Members of the Conference generally, it was 
moved by Sir Henry Ayers and agreed tci, '' That the_ Confe1 ence adjourn until a quarter to 'l'wo o'clock." 

The Conference adjourned accordingly at One o'rlock. On resuming, all the Members being present,-

9. Mr._Wilson then gave notice of the following Motions; viz.-
(!.) That the Highway or Ocean Lights· situated i11 Banks' and Bass's Straits; viz., King's Islund, ·Kent 

Group, Swan Island, and Goose Island, have since 1864 been exclusively maintained _by the Colonies 
of Victoria, New South Wales, and Tasmania, under a .compact entered into between those Colonies, 
which included the I.;ight-hbuses on Wilrnn's Promontory and Gabo Island. 

(2.) That the first four-named Lights, though erected on Tasmanian territory, and practically isolated.beacons 
provided for the safety and JJrotection of Australasian commerce. · · · ' 

(3.) That it is reasonable and just that South Australia should fulfil its equitnble oblin-~tion, by also contri
buting to the muintenunce of tile Ocean Lights in proriortion to the advantages d~rived by its shipping 
based upon the principles agreed to by the Conference held in Melbourne in 1864. · ' 

10. Mr. Barlee also gave notfoe of the following Motion:-
That this Conference is willing to substitute the Port of Cockburn Sound as a port of call for Mail Strnmers 

at West Australia, in lieu of King George's Sounrl, provided such arrangements are made by the Gpvern-
. ment of W rstern Australi~ as may obviate dr:lay, or any difficulties of a serious nature. 

Mr. Wilson, by le[l,ve of the Conference, postponed the further consideration of his Motion for the preseTJ.t, and 
Mr. Vogel having brought forward the first Resolution standing in his name,-

Mr. Samuel snbn:.>:itted the follo\ving as an Amendment:-

" That in the opini<m of this Conference it is desirable that the tl,ree Po~tal Services, via Galle, San Francisco 
and Torres S_traits, should be maintained by the Austrnlian Colonies and New Zealand, by contribution~ 
from the several Colonies, proportioned to the advantages which the three lines shall be considered to 
confer on the said Colonirs." · 

After discussion, tl1e further consideration was adjunrnetl till a future day. 
It was resolvt'd, that the Conference adjourn until W ednl'sday next, at half-past Ten o'clock, when the 

Motion in Mr. Langton's name, given by him to-day, on _the subject of the Terminus of the Mail Service via Galle, 
be brought forward for discussion. · 

.The Conference adjourned accordingly, at halt~past Four o'clo_ck. 

HENRY PAHKES, C/,,airman. 
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 29, 1873. 

Present: 
New South Wales: The i-Ionorable'Henry Parkes. 

-The Honorable Saul Samuel. · 

New Zealand: 

Queensland: 

South Australia: 

Ta.~mania: 

The Homirable Julius Vogel. 
The Honorable W. H. Reynolds •. 
'l'he Honorable A. H. Palmer. 
The Honorable J. M·. Thompson.·:· 

The Honoralile Sir Henry Ayers. 
The Honorable J; H. Barrow. 

The Honorable F. M. Innes. 
· · 'l'he Honorable ·J. M. Wilson:· · · · · 

Victoria: The Honorable J. G. Francis. 
The.Honorablfl E. Langton. 

Western Australia: The Honorable F. P. Barlee. 
The Conference having met at the usual hour,. the.Minutes of the Proceedings .on the 27thinstantwere read and 

confirmed. . . . ' 

1. Mr. Wilson then gave notice of the following M_otions; viz.-

.1. 'fhat the re-arrangement of contributions tow~rds the maintenance of the Light-houses situated on King's 
Island, Kent's Group, Swan Island, Goose Island, Wilson's Promontory, and Gabo Island, shall be as 
follows:-

(I.) That the Light-houses situated oil King's Island; Kent's Group, Swan Island, Goose Island, Wilson's 
Promontory, shall be maintained at the joint expense of the Uolonies of Victoria, New South Wales, 
South Australia, and Tasmania, _ratfmbly, in pl'.oportion. to the tonnage of the shipping entered inwards 
and cleared outwards in each Colony deriving benefit from the same, in accordance with the subjoined· 
Tables A and B. 

Light-house. 

Xmg's I slsru! ..J 
l 

( 

Swan Islan~ and J 
Goose Island. . 

1 
l 

r 
Wilson's Pro- ~ 

mont.ory •••• 

1 
l 

(A.) 

On Tonnage of all Vessels entered Inward3. 
Contributing 

Colony. 

Victoria ••• _. •••••••• 

New South Wales; ••• 

Tasmania ••••••..•.• 

South Australi~ ••.... 

Victoria ••••••.•.... 

New Sou~h Wales •••• 

Tasmania .•••••••••• 
Tasmania .••••.•.•.. 
South Australia ••.... 

Victoria .••••••••••• 

From 

Europe, America, (not including West 
Coast), India, Africa, South Australia, 
China, Mauritius 

Europe, America, (not including West 
Coast), India, Africa, South Australia, 
China, Mauritius •••.•••.•.•..••.•..• 

Europe, America, (not including West 
Coast), India, Africa, South Australia, 
China, Mauritius ...••••••...•••.•... 

Victoria, New South Wales, Queensland, 
Tasmania, New Zealand, South Sea 
Islands, West Coast of America •••••..• 

New Zealand, West Coast of America, 
Tasmania, New South Wales, -Queens
land, South Sea Islands ....•..••.•••• 

Europe, America, (not including West 
Coast), India, Mauritius, South Australia, 
China, Launceston; Africa, Victoria ...• 

New South Wales, Queensland, ••••• ,, •. 
Victoria ...•..••••... , ......•.....••• 
New Zealand, South Sea Islands, ·west 

Coast of America, New South Wales, 
Queensland .........•..••••.......• 

Hobart Town and Southern Ports of Tas-
mama ............................ . 

New South Wales. . . . Nil. 
Tasmania • • • • . . • . • • Victoria . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • . ..•••••... 
Tasmania ••..••.• ·• . New Zealand, West Coast of ·America, 

South Sea Islands ....•...••.•.•..•• 
South Australia •.•... Hobart Town .........•••••.•.•...... 
Victoria .••••••• .- . • • Queenslanu, Tasmania, New Zealand, West 

Coast of America, New South Wales, 
South Sea Islands ........•..•.•....• 

New South Wales . • • • Victoria, Europe, East Coast of America, 
India, Africa, South Australia, China, 
and Mauritius •••..••.••...•••••..•• 

Tasmania • • . • • • • • • . • Victo!'ia . • • • • . ....... , •...••..•••.••• 
South Australia •••••• New South Wales, Queensland, New Zea

lanu, South Sea Islands, and West Coast 
of America •••••.••..•.•..•••••••••• 

At 

All ports of contributing Colony 
except Portland Bay. 

Ditto. 

Launceston. 

All ports of contlibuting Colony. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 
Launceston. 
Hobart Town. 

All ports of contributing Colony. 

Ditto. 

Hobart Town. 

Launceston. 
All ports of contlibuting Colony. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 
Hobart Town. 

All ports of contributing Colony. 



(B.) 

On Tonn(lge of all, Vessc~ cleared Outwards. 

Light-h<>USe. Contributing 
Colony. 

At 

,. Victoria, •.•. ~.... . Port Phillip and· Eastem Ports •. 
0

New South Wales •. All ports of contributing Colony •. 

For 

South Australia, Western Australia, Africa, 
llfauritius, India, and China. 

King's. Island •• 
Tasmania •.••.• ; . Ditto ••..•.••..••. ; ..... . 

South Australia, Western Australia, Africa, 
llfauritius, and one-fourth tonnage to 
India and China. 

South Australia, Western Australia, Africa, 
llfauritius, and half tonnage to India and 
China. 

South Australia .... Ditto •......•••.......••. 1\felboume and Eastern Ports, New South 
Wales, Queensland, Launceston, New Zea
land. 

( 

Koot', Group .. 1 
l 

Victoria ....•..... 
New South Wales .. 

Tasmania ....•• { 

Ditto •..•.............•.. 
Ditto· ................... . 

Hobart Town ................. . 
Launceston ••.••.••.•....•.•.. 

South Australia. . . . All ports of conti.-ibuting Colony .. 

Tasmania,¾ Europe, ½ West Coast of Ametj.ca. 
Launceston. · · ,. · 
Victoria. 
Port'Albert, New South Wales, Quee.nsland, 

and half tonnage to India and China. 
New South Wales, Quecnslancl, New Zealand, 

South Sea Islands, West Cost of America. 
Victoria ... '. •.•••. Ditto •••• ; .•••••••.•.•••• 

New South Wales .• Nil ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Hobart Town, Southern Ports of Tasmania, 
¼ Europe, New Zealand, ½ West Coast of 
America. 

Nil. 
Swan Island and 

Goose Island 
Tasmania Hobart Town ..•... .-...•... ; .•. :Victoria, South Australia, Westem Australia, 

Africa, llfauritius, ancl one-qua1·ter tonnage 
to India and China. 

Tasmania Launceston ....••...•••.•••.•• 

South Australia .... Nil .•...•.••..•...........••. 

Victoria . • .. . . . . . . All ports of contributing Colony .. 

Europe, New Zealancl, West Coast of 
America. 

Nil. 

Wilson's 
montory 

Pro-
.• New South Wales .. · Ditto ................... . 

New South Wales, Queensland, Europe, 
New Zealand, West Coast of America, 
Tasmania, and half tonnage to India and 
China. 

Victoria, South Australia, ,vestern Australia, 
Africa, Mauritius, and one-fourth tonnagc 
to Inclia and China. 

(2.) 

(3.) 

Tasmania . . . . . . . . Hobart Town ...•....•....•••• 
South Australia ... : All ports of contributing Colony .. 

Port Phillip and Eastem Ports. 
New South Wales, Queensland, New Zealand, 

South Sea Islands, West Coast of America. 

That Gabo Island Light-house shall be maintained conjointly by Victoria and New South Wales, each 
Colony paying one moiety of the cost of same. 

That the contributions, calculated on the basis stated in the pa_ragruphs 1 and 2, shall lie payable half
yearly by each Colony for a period of five years, commencing from' 1st January, 1873. 

~- . 
(1.) That this Conference, having had under· its consideration Lord .Kimberley's circular despatch of the 

19th April, 1872, resolves to adopt a joint Memorial to the Queen, praying that Her Majesty will 
direct such measures to lie taken as will enable the Royal Assent to be given to the Intercolonial 
Reciprocity Acts of the Legislatures of Tasmania, South Australia, and New Zealand, and that Her 
Majesty will direct such measures to be taken as may be found necessary to give full effect to the 
wishes and requests of the Governments and Legislatures of Her Majesty's Australasian Possessions 
in the matter of Intercolonial Free Trade. 

(2.) That Mr. ·Parkes, Mr. Vogel, and the Mov~r be a Committee to prepare a draft of such joint Memorial 
for the consideration of, the Conference. 

2. Mr. Parkes then gave notice of the following Resolutions; viz.-
That the Colonies. of New South Wales, New Zealand, Queensland, South Australia, Tasmania, ·Victorin, and 

West Australia, assembled by their duly accredited Representatives in Conference at Sydnay, agree to 
accept the proposal of the Imperial Government for the conveyance of Her Majesty's Mails between 
Ceylon and Australia, as communicated to tho Governments of the several Colonies by Lord Kimberley's 
despatch transmitting the letter of the Lords of the Treasury, dated 14th August, · 1872, with the 
following conditions :- · 

(I.) The mail ships of the main line shall proceed fronr Point de Galle'to Sydney, calling at Cockburn Sound, 
in Western _Australia, at Glenelg (to receive and deliver mails) in South Australia, and at the Port 
of Melbourne; and on each return voyage shall call at the same places. 

(2.) Branch Services between Melbourne and Launceston, between Melbourne and a port in New Zealand, 
and between Sydney and Queensland ports; shall form part of and be in regular connection with the 
principal Service. 

(3.) The several Colonies shall contribute to the subsidy required to establish this general ~ervice, in addition 
. to the yearly sum of £40,000 offered by. Great Britain, the amount set opposite the name of each 

hereunder; viz.-
New South Wales and Victoria, equal amounts, namely, each ...•.. 
New Zealand . . . • . . . . . • . . ..•....••••...•.................•.. 
Queensland ....••••.•...•..••...............•.•••...•........ 
South Australia .•.•.. ; .....•...••.•...•...........•.......... 
Tasmania ...••...••.....••••••.•.•.........•...........•...• 
V{estern Australia .•••••.•.......•.••••••••••••••••..•..•.... ; 



( 4,) The principal Service shall be performed. withjn_ periods. which shall ensure the delivery in Lon<lon of 
- the Sydney Mails in· - _ .- -- days, and of the Melbourne Mails in · _ days; and the delivery 

of the.English M11-_il~ in l\felbourne in_ days, and in Sydney in days. 
_ (5.) The Governments of New South Wales and.Victoria are requested to act jointly on b_ehalf of_ the o.ther 

_ Colo~ies .in calling for. Tenders and making the_ Mail · Contract, as proposed_ by the Lo_rds of the 
Treasury, governed by the terms of this Resolution; :md if either of the said Governments_ decline to 
a_ct, then_ the· other GovernmE/nt is ;hereby avthorised to do all things nece8sary within the same limits 
to establish the new Service. 

Mr. Parkes d~ew the attention of the Conference to the business to_ be brougp.t forward after the subjects of 
Postal Service and lntercofonial Free Trade have been disposed of, when_ it was unanimously resolve~ as f9llows :-
That the _Order of Business be-,_ · · 

Telegraphs, 
Diseases in Stock, 
Coas~ Lights, 
The Investineut 9f-Trust Funds and Securities, and 
13oi:der _ Customs. -

3. Mr. Langton then mov_ed the following Resolution :-
. "That inasmuch as the Railway fr<>m Melbourne to Albury will be completed during the current· year, and 

_ as Mails can_ then be conveyed between Melbourne and Sydney in 34 hours, or 22 hours Jess than the 
average time occupied by the P. & O. Company's steamers,-thus securing the delivery of New' South 
Wales and Queensland Mails one day. earlier than at present,-the Terminus of the Galle Line should be _ 
at Melbourne." · · 

The Motion having been discussed, Mr. Parkes moved that all the words after the· word "That," at 'the 
commencement of Mr. Langton's Motion, be omitted, with a view to the insertion of the following words:-

" That the Colonies of New South Wales, New ·zealand, Queensland, South Australia, Tasmania, Victoria, anq 
West Australia, assembled by their duly accredited Representatives .in Conference at Sydn·ey, agree to 
accept the proposal of the Imperial Government for the conveyance of Her Majesty's Mails between 
Ceylon and Australia, as communicated to the Governments of the several Colonies, by LordKimberJey's 
despatch, transmitting the letter of the Lords of the Treasury, dated 14th August, 1872, with the following 
conditions:- · · 

(I.) 

(2.) 

(3.) 

"The mail ships of the main line shall proceed from Point_ de Gallo to Sydney, calling at Cockburn 
Sound, in Western Australia, at Glenelg (to receive and deliver mails), in South Australia, and at the 
Port of Melbourne; and on each return voyage shall call at the same places. · 

"Branch Services between Melbourne and Launceston, between Melbourne and a port in New Zealand, 
and between Sydney and Queensland Ports, shall form part of and be in regular connection with the 
principal Service. · 

"'l'he several Colonies shall contribute to the subsidy required to establish this general Service, in addition 
to the yearly sum of £40,000 offered by Great Britain, the amount set opposite the name of each 
hereunder; viz.-

New South Wales- and Victoria, equal amounts, namely, each ...... . 
New Zeii.land ....•••.........••••....•.......................• 
Queensland ...... -: ...•. ; •••....•...... · ..•..••..•....••..•••• 
South Australia ..• ~.. . . • .•••..•.. , ....... · •...•.••......•..• 
Tasmania . • • • • • . . . . • . ~ •..••.•..•••.••.••• : •.. : •.........•.... 
Western Australia . . • • . • • • . • • • . • • • • • • . . • ••••..••.•••.......•.. 

(4). "The principal Service shall be performed within periods which shall ensure the delivery in London of 
the ;,ydney Mails in days, and of the :Melbourne Mails in days; and the delivery 
of the English Mails in Melbourne in days, and in Syd_ney in days. -

(5.) "The Governments of New South. Wales and V-ictoria are requested to act jointly on behalf of 
the other Colonies in calling for Tenders and making the Mail Contract, as proposed by the Lords of 
the Treasury, governed by the terms of this Resolution; and if either of the said Governments decline 
to act, then the other Government is 'hereby authorised to do all things necessary within the same 
limits to establish the new Service." 

The Chairman then put the following M'otiori :-
" That the words proposed to be omitted stand part of the Question." 

When, on division, it was decided in the affirmative. 
' AYES. 

Mr. Francis, 
Mr. Langton, 
Mr .. Vogel, 
Mr. Reynolds, 
Mr. Innes, 
Mr. Wilson, 
Mr. Barlee, 
Sir Henry Ayers, 
Mr. Ba_rr?W-

NOES. 
Mr. Palmer, 
Mr. Thompson, 
Mr. Samuel, and 
The Chairman. 

Mr. Langton's Motion was then put and carried, the division being the same as before. 

4. Mr. Barlee then moved,- . 
"That this Conference is willing to substitute the Port of Cockburn Sound as a Port of Call for Mail 

Steamers, at Western Australia, in lieu ol' King George's Sound, provided· such arrangements are 
made by the Government of Western Australia as may obviate delay or any materi,al increase in the 
cost of the Service." 

And. the same having been put from the Chair, was unanimously agreed to~ 
Mr. Barlee then requested the permission of the Conference to his making a confidential communication to the 

Government of Western Australia on the subject of the said Resolution, affecting as it does that Colony, when it 
was proposed by Mr. Francis, seconded by Mr. Innes,. and unanimously agreed to, that the permission be accorded, 
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5;. Mr. Vogel proposed the following Notice of Motion: ~iz.-'- · 
· "That the steamers_ shall call off Glenelg to receive and deliver Mails; which having been amended by the 

insertion of the words '' in South Australia" after the woi·d "Glenelg," was agreed to.", 

6; Mr. Langton then moved the following Reoolution :-
. " That unless otherwise determined by the Governments of a majority of the Colonies representP.d at this 

Conference, the Rates of Postage to the United Kingdom by· any of the Services agreed to by the 
Conference, and by any Service which any one of the said Colonies may establish, shall be the same as at 
present by the Southampton Route. The extra charge for Mails via Brindisi to remain as at present." 

Which was unanimously agreed to. · 
7. Mr. Vo~el gave notice of the following Motions; viz.- · 

"That smce a unanimous decision concerning the Galle Service cannot be arrived at, the undersigned Repre
sentatives of the Colonies of 
and which Colonies contain out of a total population for the whole of the Australasian Colomes 
of urge upon the.Imperial Government to leave the Colony of Victoria to arrange for 
the Galle Service to Melbourne on the following conditions :-That' from the total cost of the Service 
between Galle and Australia, including the cost of the necessary branch Services to connect with the 
Colonies in Australia at which the Mail Steamer does not call, and with New Zealand and Tasmania, the 
lmperial Subsidy be first deducted; and the balance be paid by the whole of the Australasian Colonies in 
the proportion of the letterR they severally despatch by the route. · 

(2.) A maximum sum to be named for each branch Service, and the Colonies respectively interested to make 
each its own arrangements for its own branch Service. _. 

The Conference then adjourned shortly after One o'clock, until a quarter to Two o'clock. 
The Conference having resumed, Mr. Vogel proposed the first Motion, of which notice had· been given by him_ 

to-day, when, after discussion, Mr. Palmer moved,-That all the words after the word "'rhat," in the first line, be 
omitted, down to and including the words "on the following conditions ;" and the Motion having been put by 
the Chairman, "'!'hat the words propc,sed to be omitted stand part_ of the Question," it was resolved in the 
affirmative, as follows; viz.-

AYES. 
Mr. Francis, 
Mr. Langton, 
Mr. Vogel, 
Mr. Reynolds, 
Mr. Innes, 
Mr. Wilson, 
Sir H. Ayers, 
Mr. Barrow, 
Mr. Barlee. 

NOES. 
Mr. Samuel, 
Mr. Palmer, 
Mr. Thompson, and 
Mr, Parkes. 

The Conference adjournetl at twenty-five minutes past Three o'clock, until the next day at half-past Ten o'clock. 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 30, 1873. 
Present: 

New-South Wales: The Bonorable Henry Parkes. 
The Bonorable Saul Samuel. 

New Zealand: The Bonorable Julius Vogel. · 
The Honorable W. H. Reyno_lds. 

Queensland: The Honorable A. H. Palmer. 
The Honorable J.M. Thompson. 

South Australia: The Honorable Sir Henry Ayers. 
The Honorable J. H. Barrow. 

Tasmania: The Honorable F. M. Innes. 
The Honorable J.M. Wilson. 

Victoria: The Honorable J. G. Francis. 
Th13 Honorable E. Langton. 

Western Australia: The Honorable F. P. :Barlee. 

HENRY PARKES, Cliainnan. 

The Conference having assembled a.t the usual hour, the Minutes of the Proceedings on the 29th instant were 
read and confirmed. 

Mr. Parkes then stated that, in consequence of his presence at the Legislative Assl'mbly on tho preceding 
night, and his inability to confer with his colleague (Mr. Samuel), on the decision arrived at by the Conference 
yesterday, on the subject of the Terminus of the Mail Service via Galle, that the further consideration of the subject 
be postponed until such time as he could confer with his said colleague. 

After some discussion, it was moved by Sir Henry Ayers,-seconded by Mr. Wilson, and carried,-That the 
further consideration of the Mail Service Question be postponed until the next sitting day. 

Mr. Barrow then gave notice of the following Motion, to be considered when the question of Light-houses is 
under consideration,-

That in order to perfect the lighting-up of the South Australian and Victorian Coasts, the following additional 
Lights are required; viz.-

(1.) A Light on Penguin Island, Rivoli Bay, about midway between Cape Jaffa and Cape Nor
thumberland. 

(2.) A Light on Cape Bridgewater. 
(3.) A Light on Ram Head, about 35 miles west of Cape Howe. 

The Conference then adjourned at half-past .Eleven o'clock, until next day at the uRual hour. 

HENRY PARKES, Cllairman. 
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· FRIDAY, JANUARY 31; 1873. , 
Present: 

New S~ut1i Wales.: 

New Zealand: 

Queensland: 

South Australia: 

'J'asmania: 

The Honorable Henry Parkes. 
The H onorable Saul Samuel. 
The Honorable Julius Vqget . 
The Honorable W. H. Reynolds. 
The H onorable A. H. Paln,er. 
The Honorable J. M, Thompson. 
The Honorahle Sir Henry Ayers, 
The Honorable J. H. Barrow. · 
The Honorable F. M. Innes. 
The Honorable J.M. Wilson. 

Victoria: The Honorahle J. G. Francis. 
The Honorable E. Langton. · 

Western Australia: The Honorable F. P ... Barlee .. 

The Conference having met at the usual hour, the Minutes of the Proce~dings of the 30th instant sitting were 
re.ad and confirmed. . . 

:.. · 1. Mr. Vogel then rnoved,-That the consideration of the followin()' Motion, notice of :which had been given 
·by him on Wednesday last, be postponed.:-

0 

(1.) "That, since" a una~imous decision concernino- the Galle Service cannot be arrive·d at, the undersigned 
Representatives of the Colonies of 

0 

and which Colonies contain , out of a total population for the whole of the Australasian 
Colonies of . , urge upon the Imperial Government to leave the Colony of Victoria to 
arrange for the:Galle Service to Melbourne, on the following conditions :--That, from the total cost of 
the Service between Galle and Australia, including the cost of the necessary branch Services to connect: 
with the Colonies in Australia at which the mail steamer does not call, and with New Zealand and 
'fasrnania, the Imperial subsidy be first deducted, and the balance be paid by the wholl3 of the 
Australasian Cofonies, in the proportion of the letters they severally d~spatch by the route., 

(2.) "A maximum sum;to be named for each branch Service, and the Colonies respectively interested to make 
each its own arrangements for ,its own branch Service." 

2. Mr. "\Vilson then, pursuant to notice, moved as follows:-
" That the Governments of Victoria, New South vVales, South Australia, Queensland, Western Australia) 

Tasmania, an.d New Zealand be advised to accept the proposal of the Lords of the Treasury, for the 
establishment and maintenance of a Four-weekly Mail. Service between Point de Galle and a port or 

, por.ts in Australia, on the understanding that the cost of the branch Services required to deliver the 
Queensland, Tasmanian, and New Zealand Mails shall be cc•nsidered as part of the cost .of the whole 

·Service; and on the further understanding that the several Governments shall contribute to the cost of 
the whole Serv,ice in proportion to the correspondence. conveyed by such Mail Service to and from each 
Colony." 

'When, after uiscu13sion, It was amended as follows:-
" That subject to conditions which have been or may be determined by this Conference, the Governments of 

New South Wales, N e,v Zealand, Queensland, South Amtralia, Tasmania, Victoria, and West Australia 
be advised to accept the proposal of the Lords of the Treasury, for the establishment am) maintenan.ce 
of a Four-weekly Mail Service between Point de Galle am1 a port or ports in Australia, on the under
standing that the cost of the branch Services shall be considered as part of the cost of the whole Service; 
and on the further understandino- that the several Governments shall contribute to the cost of the whole 
Service in proportion to the cori'='espondence conveyed by such Mail Service from each Colony." 

And having been put from foe Chair, it was carried upon the following division; viz.-
. AYES. NOES. 

Mr. Francis,. Mr. Samuel, 
Mr. LaI.Jgton,. Mr. Parkes. 
Mr. Vogel; 
Mr. Reynolds, 
Mr. Inne,<;, 
Mr. Wilson, 
Sir Henry Ayers, 
Mr, Barrow, 
Mr. Palmer, 
Mr. Thompsou, 
Mr. Ba:rlee. 

3. Mr. Wilson then, with the concurrence of the Conference, withdrew the addendum moved by him to the 
Motion before referred to ; viz.- · . 

"That a representation be made to the Imperial Government that its proposed contribution of £40,000 towards 
the Mail Service will be fourid considerably to fall short of one-half the cost of the direct and branch 
Services between Point de Galle and the Anstralasian Colonies, and the_re±ore that a reasonable augment-
ation of the subsidy should be.accorded." . 

4. Mr, Innes also, with the concurrence of the Conference, withdrew the following Notice standing in his name:
·" Th.at in .the even.t of separate Contracts being entered into for the conveyance of European and Australian 

Mails, it is expedient that a compact should be made between the respective contracting Governments, to 
adhere to the same .rate of postage,-'' . 

' ' 
5. Mr. Wilson then proposed, and Mr. Reynolds seconded the following Motion:-• 

'''1J1at should the Representa~ives of New South Wales, during the continuation of this Conference, concur 
in .the action qf the Conference in regard to the Galle Service, the arrangements be left to the Govern
:µients of Ne.w Sonth ,vales, South Australia, and Victoria; but that otherwise the necessary steps for 
entering into a Contract be·.u.ndert.aken by Victoria," · . 
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The said Motion having been put from-the Chair, was carried on the following division:;.... 

AYES. NOES. 
Mr. Francis, Mr. Samuel, 
Mr. Langton, Mr. Parkes. 
Mr. Vogel, 
Mr. Reynolds, 
Mr. Innes, 
Mr. Wilson, · 
Sir Henry Ayers, 
Mr. Barrow, 
Mr. Palmer, 
Mr. Thompson, 
Mr. Barlee. 

6. Mr. Palmer then gave notice of the following Motion, to be moved on a future day:-
" That the Governments of the Colonies interested in branch Services make the necessary arrangements for 

their respective Services with the Government or Governments of the Colony or Colonies in charge of 
the Contrart for the Mail Service from Galle." 

7. Mr. Innes gave notice of the following Motion:-
" That the Conference take into consideration the question of existing means for the transmission, overland, 

of the New South Wales and Queensland portion of the Mails, with a view to the adoption of such 
temporary arran·gements as will meet the requirements of these Colonies, pending the completion of 
Railway Communication suitable for the transmission of Mails from Melbourne to Sydney." 

8. ·Mr. Wilson gave notice of the following Motion:-
" That this Conference move the Imperial Government to pay all charges. upon the transmission of Mails to 

and from London and San Francisco (retaining on account thereof oll the Postages collected in Great 
Britain), and to _contribute the sum of .£20,000 per annum towards a sirigle Service between San 
Francisco, New Zealand, and Sydney; such Service to be agreed upon between the Governments of 
New Zealand. and New South Wales." 

9. Mr. Langton gave notice of the following Motion:-
" That in the opinion of this Conference, the Imperial Government should be moved 1o contribute the sum 

of £5000 per annum towards a Service from Singapore to Queensland and New South ·wales; such 
Service to be arranged for by the Governments of Queensland and New South Wales, South Australia 
undertaking to contribute the sum of £2000 per annum if the Mail Steamers call at Port Darwin." 

10. Mr. Vogel gave notice of the following Motion:-
" That these Resolutions be telegraphed to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, with a statement showing 

what Colonies have voted for and against each Resolution ; and that the Secretary of State be requested 
to telegraph to the Conference the views of Her Majesty's Government upon the Resolutions." 

11. Mr. :Francis gave notice of the following Motion:-
" The Conference is of opinion that, should there be more than one Californian Service, the Imperial subsidy 

should not be paid as long as the double Service continues." 
On the motion of Sir Henry Ayers, it was resolved, "That the Conference adjourn until Monday next, at 

Ten o'clock." 
The Conference adjourned accordingly, at twenty-five minutes to Oue o'clock, until Monday at Ten A.,llI. 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 1873. 

New South Wales: 

New Zealand: 

Queensland: 

South Australia: 

1'asmania: 

Present: 
The Honorable Henry Parkes. 
The HonorablEI Saul Samuel. 
The Honorable Julius Vogel. 
The Honorable W. H. Reynolds. 
The Honorable A. H. Palmer. 
The Honorable J.M. Thompson. 
The Honorable Sir Henry Ayers. 
The Honorable J. H. Barrow. 
The Honorable F. M. Innes. 
The fionorable J.M. Wilson. 

Victoria: The Honorable J. G. Francis. 
'rhe Honorable E. Langton. 

Western Australia: The Honorable F. P. Barlee. 

HENRY PARKES, Chairman. 

The Conference having met at Ten o'clock A..r.r., the Minutes of the Proceedings on the 31st ultimo wifre read 
and ·confirmed. 

1. Mr. Parkes then laid before the Conference the following Telegram, dated 28th January, 6·40, from tbe 
Earl of Kimberley to Sir H. Robinson, Sydney:- .. 

·11 Inform Conference that, as there appea1·s to be some apprehension in this Country, it is to be understood 
that the Treasury qoes not exclude from their consideration any second Mail Service recommended by 
the Australian Colonies, in pursuance of letter of 14th August, provided it is alternative with the other, 
although they hold themselves free to decline. any such second Service." 
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2 Mr. Vogel gave notice of the following Motion:-

" That- an Address to the Secretary ol" State, in the folbwing tei;ms, be adopted, when the subject of the 
Investment of Trust Funds comes before tlie Conference for consideration:-

" The Represent,atives of the various Australasian Colonies, assembied in Conference, desire urgently to 
impress upon the Right Honorable the Secret.iry of State for the Colonies ~he very unnecessary dis
advantages to which, as it appears to them, the Colonies are_ subjected, through English Trustees not 

· being at ·liberty to invest Trust Funds in Colonial Securities and Colonial Lands. 
"When Trustees act under instruments which do not expressly exclude or include certain Securities, ,their · 

discretion as to investment is still IimitPd by certain Acts of Parliament. They may illvest in Securities 
guaranteed by Parliament, in Securit.ie3 authorised by General Order of the Court of Chancery, in 
Parliamentary Stocks, in Public Funds, or Government Securities; They are-also allowed to invest 
in Indian_ unguaranteed Stocks; and lately they have been pP.rmitted to invest in Ruilway Securities. 

"It is submitted by the Conference, that Legislative provision should be made, in virtue of which Trustees 
would be equally at liberty to invest in Colonial Securities and Lands. There do not; appear to be any 
rea~ons. against this course, except such as might be urged by those who desire or anticipate the 
disintegration of the Empire. As the assurance has been more than once lately given, that Her 
Majesty's Government-in accordance with the undoubted feelings of the vast majority of Her Majesty's 
subjects-do ·not entertain opinions favourable to the severance of the Colonies from the Mother 
Country, there seems no reason why the Securities of the Colonit•s should not be placed upon as 
favourable a footing as the unguaranteed Securities of India. 

"There are numerous cases of persons who reside in the Colonies, and un whose behalf Trusts are held, who 
desire that the Trust Funds in which they a1·e interested should be invested within the Colony in which 
they reside. The Trust Deeds do not prohibit such a course, yet the Trustees, in the absence of the 
suggested legislative provision, find themselves unable to comply with the wishes of those on behalf of 
whom they act. 

"The enormous accumulation of Trust Moneys would make the measure now suggested one of great con
venience to a large number of Her Majesty's subjects residing in the United Kingdom. 

"'fhe Conference earnestly urges the Secretary of State to take the steps necessary to give effect to this 
representation." · 

, 3. Mr. Palmer moved the following Resolution, which having been seconded by Mr. Thompson, was 
agreed to ; viz.- _ 

"Tlrnt the Governments of the Colonies interested in ):>ranch Services make the neressary arrangements for 
· their respective Services with thr. Government or Governments of the Colony or Colonies in charge of the 

Contract for the Mail Service from Galle.'' 
4. Mr. Vogel proposed, and Sir Henry Ayers seconded the following Resolution:-

" That the Colony of Victoria make all the payments for the main and branch Galle Services. That it 
furnish to the Colonies separately quarterly estimates of the amounts to be contributed, and that, provided 
the computations are approved, remittancP.s be at once made. . That as soon after the 1st January as 
possible, every year, final accc.unts be rendered.and final adjustments made.'' 

And the same having been put by the Chairman, was resolved in the affirmative, on the following division; viz.-
AYES. NOES. 

Mr. Francis, Mr. Samuel, and 
Mr. Langton, Mr. Parkes. 
Mr. Vogel, 
Mr. Rr,ynolds, 
Mr. Innes, 
Mr. Wilson, 
Sir Henry Ayers, 
Mr. Barrow, 
Mr. Palmer, 
Mr. Thompson, 
Mr. Barlee. 

5. Mr. Palmer gave notice of the following Motion; viz.-

viz.-

(!.) "That it is desirable that a Mail Service, alternating with the four-weekly Service via Galle, be established 
· through Torres Straits to Singapore, taking as a basis the conditional agreement entered into between 

the Colonial Secretary of Queensland and Mr. Frazer. 
(2.) That the Terminus of such line in the Australian Colonies be at the port of 
(3.) That the contribution~ of the various Colonies towai·ds such Service be in the following proportions;. 

New South Wales, 
New Zealand, 
Queensland, one-half, 
South Australia, 
Tasmania, and 
Victoria." 

6. Mr. Innes gave notice of the following Motion, in lieu of the Notice of Motion given by him on Friday 
January 31; viz.-

(1.) "That the Conference having taken into further consideration the following Resolution, adopted on the 
motion of Mr. Langton, on the 27th ultimo, viz.-

" That inasmuch as the_-Railway from lVIelbourne to Albury will be completed during the current year, and as 
mails can then be conveyed between Melbourne and Sydney in 34 hours, or 22 hours less than the average 
ti111 e occupied by the P. and 0. Company's steamers, thus securing the delivery of New South Wales and 
Qurensland mails one day ea1;lier than at present,-the terminus of the Galle Service shall be at :Mel
bourne,"-

are of opinion that the provision therein contemplated, for the transmission of the New South Wales 
am.l Queensland Mails from Melbourne to Sydney, is no_t satisfactory. 
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"That pending the establishment of a Second Mail Service between Europe and New South "\Vales, in any 

new Contract which may be entered into for the Service from Galle, it be provided that the M.ails for 
New South Wales and Queensland should continue to be delivered in Sydney, subject to the condition 
of New South Wales engaging to bear any excess of cost which may arise from the Mails being con-
veyed beyond Melbourne by the Mail Steamer. . · 

"That with a ,·ifw to the disposal of these Resolutions, the Government of New South Wales be requested 
to lay official Reports before the Conference on the existing facilities for the conveyance of Mails from 
Albury to Sydney." 

7. Mr. Wilson then moved a Resolution of which notice had been given by him on the 31st ultimo, as follows 
·(which having been amended,. after much discussion, was unanimously agreed to):-

Original Motion,-
" That this Conference move thr. Imperial Government to pay all·charges upon the.transmission of Mails to and 

from London and San Francisco (retaining an account thereof all the postages collected in Great Britain), 
and to contribute the sum uf £20,000 per annum towards a single Service between San Francisco, New 
Zealand, and Sydney; such Service to be agreed upon between the Governments of New Zealand and 
New South Wales." 

Amended Motion,-
" That this Conference move the Imperial Government to pay all clmrges upon the transmission of Mails to 

and from London and San Francisco (retaining on account thereof all· the Postages collected in Great 
Britain), and to contribute the sum of £20,000 per annum towards a San Francisco Service, to be agreed 
upon ·between the Governments of New Zealand and New :3outh Wales." 

8. Mr. Palmer gave notice of the following Motion:-'-
" That in view of the serious inconvenience which woulcl arise to the whole of the Australian Colonies in the 

event of interruption to telegraphic communication with Europe, it is desirable that a cable should be 
constructecl between Java or Timor and the terminus ·of the Queensland 'l'elegraph lines at Norman 
.Mouth, 

"That this Conference, or the Members of it who agree to these Resolut10ns, recommend their various 
Governments to obtain Parliamentary sanction to a guarantee of 5 per cent. on. the cost of construction 
of such Cable. Recommendations contained in the letter of the Superintendent of Electric Telegraphs, · 
herewith annexed, to be taken as a basis in any agreement with a Cable Construction Company. The: 
Government of Queenslond to enter into the necessary arrangements, and rP.ceivc and pay all claims under 
such agreement either with ~he Construction Company or the subscribing Colonies." 

The Supei'intendent of Electric Tclegrapl!S; Queensland, to the Colonial Secretary, Queensland. 
Electric Teleg,•aph Department, Superintendmt's· Office, 

Brisbane, 9th December, 1872. 
SIR, . 

Ill.A.VE the l10nor to return, with·schedule annexed, the several offers lately received from England to lay a Cable from 
East Java to the terminus of the Queensland Jines at Carpentaria. 

I am informed. that the British-Australian Company's Directors have declined to connect their Cable with the Jines of 
this Colony, although pledged to do so. Under these circumstances, I would strongly recommend, as most suitable fqr the 
general interests of Australia, that the promot_ers of the Indo-Austra!ian Company's offer be accepted, aubject, however, to 
the following modifications, namely,-that the Cable, in lieu of being taken to Java, as at first proposed, should I.Jc carried 
north of Timor to a point on the southern coast of Celebes near Mucassar, a distance of 1550 nautical miles, thence to the 
south-west coast of Borneo, 700 miles; total length of Cubie, 2250 miles,-for which Queensland and New South Wales 
should jointly guarantee 5 per cent. on the cost of construction, 

A Cable from thence to Singapore, 350 miles, to be provided for by the Company without a colonial guarantee. If 
this route is followed, the land lines in Sumatra and Java will be avoided, the important islands of Borneo and Celebes 
placed in circuit, and on completion of the Calcutta and Singapore Company's line, which will be at once commenced, inde
pendent communication with the United Kingdom, via the Indo-European and Submarine Companies' lines, will be 
secured. 

In the event of this proposal being favoumbly considered, the Imperial authorities should be requester! to take sound
ings between Celebes and Carpentaria without delay; anrl much time and trouble might be saved by sending a competent 
person to London, with full power from the Queensland and New South Wales Governments to enter into-neces,sary 
arrangements for manufacturing, submerging, and working the Cables. · · 

I have, &c,, 
W. J. CRAyKNELL, Supt. Electric Telegraphs. 



SCHEDULE. 

TENDERS received for Manufacturing and Laying Submarine Telegraph Cable. 

Weight Weight Prices, 
Name Total per mile Price 

No. Length-
of 7-wire of To.tal Extra Time of 

of Tenderer. Length Divisions of Cable insulat- per Sheathing. Cost. I:ength Contract. • copper knot, 
con- ing Cable. 

ductor. material. 

-- --- ---
Miles. £ 

1. India-rubber, 1995 A Main cable, 210 lbs. 260 lbs. 187 Galvanised iron £460,000 ... 9 calendar 
Gutta Percha, 800 knots wires, covered months to 
and Telegraph B Main cable, 180 

" 
240 

" 
236 with three coat- manufacture 

Works Co. ·1050 knots ings of mineral cable only; 
(Limited). C Shore-end 200 

" 
220 

" 
348 pitch and silica. no. specified 

cable,120 knots time for lay-
n Shore-end 

" " " " 
1000 ing. 

cable, 25 
2 Indo-A ustralian ditto .4} 210 lbs. ·260 lbs. .. A servingofludia- £694,000 

Telegraph Co. .B 
ditto 

180 
" 

240 
" 

rubber, felt, and -5 per 
C 200 

" 
220 

" 
jute yarn over cent.gua-

D 
" " " " 

core, & sheathed rantee. 
with galvanised 
wire,served with 
Clarke's . corn-
pound and jute 
yarn. 

3 Hooper's Tele- ditto 

i} 
210 lbs. 260 lbs. .. ditto £480,000 .. 12 calendar 

graph Works. 
ditto 

180 
" 

240 
" 

months to 
200 

" 
200 

" 
manufacture 

" " " " 
and lay the 
cable. 

4 Siemens Bros .... ditto !} 210 lbs. 260 lbs. .. ditto· £560,000 A :£160 12 calendar 
No. l. 

ditto 180 
" 

240 
" 

8£164 months to 
200 

" 
200 

" 
0£224 manufacture 

" 
,,_ 

" " D£660 and lay the 
cable. 

5 Siemens Bros •• ditto !} 210 lbs. 260 lbs. .. ditto £685,000 .. 12 calendar 
No. 2. 

ditto 180 
" 

240 
" 

-5 per months to 
200 

" 
200 

" 
cent.gua- manufacture 

" " 
,, ,, ran tee. and lay the 

cable. 
6 W. T. Henley .• ditto Ditto ditto ditto 300 ditto £598,500 

W. J. CRACKNELL, Superintendent of Electric Telegraph&• 
Electric Telegi-aph Department, Superintendent's Office, 

Brisbane, 9th December, 1872. 

"That the Jmperial Government be requested to assist the Governments of the Australian Colonies in the con-
struction of such Cable :- . 

ht. By causing soundings to be taken by Her Majesty's ships in the seas through which the Cable must pass. 
2nd. By such aid, pecuniarily or otherwise, as they may think fit." 

·9. Mr. Vogel then moved, and Mr. Reynolds seconded,-
"That a communication from the Repre,entatives of New Zealand, dated January 30th, 1873, on the subject 

of the Californian Mail Service, addressed to the Colonial Secretary of New South ,vales, should ,be 
entered upon the Records of the Proceedings of the Conference." 

. Agreed to. 

(For Ie:tter, see separate Papers.) 
10. Mr. Barlee gave notice of the following Motion:-

(1.) "That as it is undesirable for the several Colonies of Australia to depend on a single line of telegraphic 
communication with Europe, this Conf'Prence recommends the construction of a second cable, either 
from Galle to Western Australia via the Coco& or Keeling Islands, or from Java to Western Australia. 

(2.) That such cable be fancied at the Port of Geraldtou, in Western Australia, in latitude_ 28° 47n, from whence 
telegraphic communication exists overland to the Port of King George's Sound in the same Colony, in 
latitude 35° O". · 

. (3.) 

(4.) 

(5.) 

That from thence communication be conveyed either by land-line to South Australia, or by cable to such 
point in Australia as may in the opinion of this Conlerence be most conducive to the general interests 
of the several Colonies. 

That the adoption of these Resolutions possesses the great advantage of placing all the Australian 
Colonies, New Zealand, and 'rasmania in immediate communication-a manifest commercial advantage 
to be gained by no other route. · · 

That the cost of this Service will bAst Le met by Parliamentary sanctibn being obtained to a guarantee 
not exceeding 5 per cent. on the cost of construction to and from the ports of arrival and departure in 
Western Anstralia." 

11. Mr. Wilson then moved as follows :-
(1.) "That this Conference, having had unde;. its consideration Lord Kimberley's circular clespatch of the 

19th April, 1872, resolves to adopt a joint Memc,rial to the Queen, praying that Her Majesty will, 
· direct such measures to be taken as will enable the Royal Assent to be given to the lntt>rcolonial 
Reciprocity Acts of the Legislatures of Tasmania, South Australia, and New Zealand, and that Her 
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Majesty will direct such measures to be takPn as may be found necessary to give full effect to the wishes 
and requests of the Governments and Legislatures of Her Majesty's .Australasian Possessions in the 
matter of Intercolonial Free Trade. 

(2.) That the Hon. H. Parkes, the Hon. J. Vogel, aud the Mover be a Committee to prepare a draft of such 
joint Memorial for the consideration of the Conference." 

Which having been amended, ns follows, was agreed to,-
" That this. Conference having Jiad under its consirleration Lord Kimberley's circula1· despatch of 

19th April, Isn, resolved to adopt a joint Memorial to the Queen praying that Her Majesty will direct 
such measures to be taken as may be found necessary to irive full effect to the wishes und reqursts of tbe 
Governments and Legislatures of Her Majesty's Australasian Possessions iu the matter of Intercolouial 
commercial reciprocity. 

"That Mr. Parkes, Mr; Vogel, and the Mover be a Committee to prepare a draft of such joint Memorial, for 
the consideration of the Conference at its meeting on a future day." 

The Conference adjourned at Four o'clock, until next day at Ten o'clock .A..111. 

TUESD.AY, FEBRUARY 4, 1873. 

P1·esent: 
New Soutlt Wales: The Honorable Hem·~ Parkes. 

The Honorable ::3aul i:lamuel. 
New Zealand: The Honorable Julius Vogel. 

. The Honorable W. H. Reynolds. 
Queensland: The Honorable A. H. Palmer. 

The Honoi'able J.M. Thompson. 
South Australia: The Honorable Sir Helll"y Ayers. 

'l'he Honorable .J. H. Barrow. 
Tasmania: 'rhe Honorable F. M. Innes. 

'fhe Honorable J.M. Wilson. 
Victoria: The Honorable J. G. Francis. 

The Honorable E. Langton. 
Western Australia: The Hononble F. P. Barlee. 

HENRY P .ARKES, C!tairman. 

The Conference having met .at Ten o'clock, the Minutes of the Proceedings of yesterday's date were read and 
confirmed. 

1. Mr. Barrow then gave notice of the following 1"Ioticn :-
" That he will, on an early day, call the attention of the Conference, or the Representatives of those Colonies 

more immediately interested therein, to the unsatisfact,,ry nature of the existing arrangements· for the 
collection of Customs Duties on the River i\l urray, and will move that it is desirable to terminate as soon 
as possible the present system of the collection of duties, and to substitute instead the payment of lump sums 
in lieu of dutibs, to be arranged by the Colonies concerned on an equitable basi~, calculated upon past 
actual collections." 

2. Mr. Palmer gave notice of the following Motion:-
" That the present state of the law in regard to the extradition of criminals escaping from one Colony into 

another is defective. 
"That in lieu of the present system, an .Act should be passed in each Colony enabling a criminal warrant duly 

issued in one Color.y to be executed in another, on the endorsement of a Judge or Magistrate. 

"That such .Act should provide (with such safeguards as may be deemed necessary) that the contents of any 
such warrant issued i.1. one Colony may be transmitted by telegraph to another Colony, and that a certified 
transcript of the message shall have the same effect as an original warrant. 

"That the Act referred to should, as nearly as possible, be alike in each Colony." 

3. Mr. Palmer moved a Resolution in accordance with notice given by him on the preceding day, 011 the 
subject of the establishment of a Mail Service through 'rorres Straits to Singapore, when, after discussion, it was 
moved by Mr. Pal!I1er and seconded by Mr. Thompson, that the following Motion be substituted for the original 
one, which was agreed to unanimously, and carried:-

" That Queensland negotiate for a Service between Singapore, Brisbane, and Sydney, at a cost not exceeding 
£25,000 per annum. The cost to be divided between all the Colonies in proportion to the number of 
letters they de,patch by this route. The Imperial Government to be asked to contribute £5000 
per annum towards the subsidy." 

4. Mr. Barrow proposed, and Mr. Palmer seconded, the following Resolution:-
" That the Minutes of Proceedings of the Conference be· printed, confidentially, for thP. use of the Members 

only, and that each day's proceedings be printed after being confirmed by the Conference," which was 
unanimously agreed to." 

Mr. Vogel, with the concurrence of the Conference, withdrew the Notices of Motion given by him on Monday, 
27th ultimo. ' · 

Mr. Samuel, with the concurrence of the Conference, withdrew ,the Notice of ·Motion given by him on Monday, 
27th ultimo. • 

Mr. Langton, ,dth the concurrence of the Confere11ce, withdrew the Notice of Motion given by him on 
31st ultimo. · 

Mr. Francis, also, with the concurrence of the Conference, withdrew the Notice of Motion given by l1im 
on 31st ultimo, 
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r,; Mr, Vogel then gave notice of the following Motion:-· 

· "The Representatives of the Colonies of 
desire to express their sense of the untiring energy and perseverance displayed by the Colony of South 
+\.ustralia, in connection with the establishment of through Telegraph Communication between the 
Australasian Colonies and Great Britain. 

"That the arguments which may be used in favour of the Governments of a.Country and its dependencies 
taking charge of' the Land Telegraph Lines apply with greater force to thektaking charge of the Lines 
of Telegraph Cable which connect them. 

"That if the means of Telegraph Communfoation between Great Britain and the Colonies were in the hands 
of the joint Governments, the rates of charges for the use of the line mi_ght be materially reduced, since 
the interest required by the shareholders of the various ·companies interested is much larger than that 
which would have to be paid on borrowed money. . 

"That Great Britain, by the use of her Navy, has great facilities for maintaining the Cables in a condition of 
efficiency. 

"That for these anrl other reasons of a self-evident character, the Conference u·rge on Great Britain to join 
with India and the Colonies in acquiring or .constructing a through line of Telegraph Communication 
between Great Britain, India, and the Australasian 'Colonies. 

"That the money necessary for the purpose be borrowed by Great Bl'itain, and that· the yearly interest, 
together with the annual cost of maintenance, and, if necessary, an annual sum for renewal, be divided 
between Great Britain, the various Indian Possessions, and the Australasian Colonies, in the proportion of 
the mileage ot the messages despatched from each contributing Country-each contributing Country to 
keep its own receipts. 

"That in acquiring the through line, a distinction be made between the. ordinary land lines in the Australian 
Colonies and in those parts of the land lines constructed or principally required for through use. T~at 
the ordina1·y land rates be charged on the ordinary .land lines; but that the land lines ·ror thrnugh use 
should be acquired.. · 

"That South Australia should be fully reimbursed the expense she bas incurred in establishing the throu1,;h 
line, and that an alternative line by way of Queensland shoulJ be constructed. That the Cable connecting 
with Tasmania, and one connecting with New Zealand, should be acquired or constructed. · · 

"That in Anticipation or in default of effect being given to the foregoing Re~olutions, the Colonies shall, in 
joint association, acquire so much of the laud lines of Australia as may be considered to belong to the 
through rnute, shall c·onstruct 0r acquire an alternative line by way of Queensland, the Cable connecting 
with Tasmania, and a Cable connecting with New Zealand. That the necessary money be borrowed on 
their joint security, and that the ann•ml interest and maintenance be charged to the Colonies, in proportion 
to their several receipts, for the use of the lines belonging to the as&ociated Colonies, each Colony to 
retain its own receipts. 

6. Mr. Innes moved, and Mr. Palmer seconded, as follows:-
(1.) That the Conference having taken into further consideration the following Resolution, adopted, on the 

motion of Mr. Langton, on the 2ith ultimo, viz. :- . 
"That inasmuch as the Railway from Melbourne t0 Albury will be completed during the current year, and as 

mails can thrn be conveyed between Melbourne and Sydney in 34hours, or 22 hours less than the average 
time occupied by the P. and 0. Company's steamers, thus securing the delivery of New :South Wales and 
Queensland Mails one day earlier than at present,-the terminus of the Galle Service shall 1,e at 

· Melbourne," -
is of opinion, that the provisions therein contemplated for the transmission of the New South ·w ales 
and Queensland Mails from Melbourne to Sydney is not satisfactory." · 

Which after having been fully discussed, was put from the Chair, and negatived on the following division:-
AYES. NOES. 

Mr. Innes, Mr. Francis, 
Mr. Palmer, l\Ir. Langton, 
Mr. Thomson, Mr. Vogel, 
Mr. Samuel, and Mr. Reynolds, 
Mr. Parkes, Sir Hemy Ayers, 

Mr. Barrow, 
Mr. Barlee, 

Mr. Wilson declined to vote. 
7. Mr. Parkes then handed in a protest for himself and his colle~gue against the grounds o,.n which the Conference 

had arrived at the above decision, also a Memorandum signed by Mr. Samuel un<l himselt; which he requested might 
be printed. The Conference agreed to the same being entered upon the Minutes. 

"We, the unclel'signed Rfpr11,eutatives of the Government of New South "Tales, duly accredited to this 
Conference, having in our places protested against the Resolution adopted by· a majority, on the 27th 
January, now desire to record our protest against the grounds on "·hich the Conference has decided that 
the Terminus of the Mail !:'.iervice via the Reel Sea and Point de Galle shall be at :Melbourne. 

1st. Because the Galle Service is the }Jremier Australian Service, and the ouly Service supported by the 
Imperial Government in the interest of all the Colonies, and ought therefore to be. arranged and 
contracted for in view of securing its Postal aclvantsges to all equally, irrespective ofother considerations. 

2nd. Becausr, if the geographical situation and commercial advantages of any one port point it out as the natural 
or most convenient terminus in the interest of the majority of the Colonies, such an arrangement should 
not be frustrated by any local jealousy of the distinction, or other minor collateral benefits, which may 
be supposed to be incidental to a terminal point. . · · · 

3rd. Because the terminus of this ~ervice has hitherto been nt Sydney, and the superiority of that port as the 
terminus, considered in view of Australian as distinguished from local interests, has not been attempted 
to be disproved, and cannot be denied. 

4th, Became the period which must ne,·essarily bA agreed upon for the course of post under any Contract 
will allow ample time for the mail ships to proceed to Sydney as hitherto, without a reshipping of 
mail~, and wilhout injury to the interests of any Colony (in respect to tl1e carriage of mails, passengers, 
or cargo) which properly ou!,!ht to be serve~ by a Postal Service. . 

5th. Because an extensive pa•seuger an<l goods traffic between New South ,vales 1111d Europe is-carriecl O!l 
by the ships of the Galle Service; and it would be unjust to require the passengers and goods for this 
Colony to be unnecessarily reshipped at Melbourne. 
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stated in support of the mail ships stopping at Melbourne. · ' · '· · 

7th. Because the support offered by _the Imperial Government is ma.nifestly not intended to give any pre
eminent advantages to the South-western apart from the other Australian Colonies, and -still less to • 
subsidize the commercial ambition of any one of them apart from the proper objects of a Postal Service. 

8th. Because the South-western Colonies, in relation to the Galle Service, possess important incideritui" advan
tages, by being the first Colonies which the steamers reach and the last from which they tlepart,-thus 
enjoying much longer time than New South "rales for the purposes of correspondence. ., • 

9th. Because tlie geographical disadvantage to which New South ·wales is exposed in this respect, would be 
needlessly aggravated by the Ocean Steamers stopping short at Melbourne, whilst such a course would 
neither conduce to economy nor afford any additional postal advantage to the Southern Colonies. 

10th. Because the making that port the terminus, without any necessity whatever, and not with the·view of 
improving, but by directly impairing, the efficiency of the Service, would be fosterin~ thl' rivalry of 
Melbourne by Imperial expenditure, and embittering the relations betwe.en the two Colonies and the 
Mother Country. · . · 

11th. Because the ground assigned by a majority of the Conference for a change of terminus,-tliat tltc 21:lails 
for New Soutlt Wales and Queen.~land should be carried overland between Melbourne and Sydney, 230 
miles out ef a total distance ef 550 miles, by ltorse teams,-is scarcely less preposterous, under existing 
circumstances, than if it were proposed that they should be carried by a srrvice of balloons; and it 
cannot be regarded by us as other than au evidence of indifference to the just claims of New Soutb. 
Wales. 

For the foregoing reasons, the Representatives of New South Wales, while expressing their anxiety for agree
ment and united action on other questions, cannot take part in any further consideration of the proposed 
Mail Service between Melbourne and Galle." 

Sydney, February 4tli, 1873. 

MEMORANDUM. 

The Representatives of Ne,v South w·ales are prepared-

HENRY PARKES. 
SAUL SAMUEL. 

" 1st. To abide by the result of Tenders being called for two Services-one to Sydney and one to· Melbourne, 
with the necessary branches-:--and to accept whiche_ver is cheapest in the interest of all the Colonies; or, 

"-2nd. To leave the question of Terminus to the decision of the Secretary of State.'' 

February 4tlt, 1873. 

8. Sir Henry Ayers proposed, and Mr. Barlee seconded, the following Motion; viz.-

HENRY PARKES. 
SAUL SAMUEL. 

" That the Chairman he r~quested to apply by letter to Mr. Macaulay, to ascertain whether he is prepared to 
give any answer to the questions put to him on the 27th ult.''-which, on being put from the Chair, 
was carried unanimously. 

The Conference adjourned at Four o'clock, until next day at half-past Ten o'clock. 

HENRY PARKES,· Chairman. 

WEDNESDAY; FEBRUARY 5, 1873. 

Present: 
New Soutli Wales: The Honorable Henry Parkes. 

The Honorable Saul Samuel. 
New Zealand: The Honorable Julius Vogel. 

The Honorable W. H. Reynolds. 
Queensland: The Honorable A.. H. Palmer. 

The Honorable J. M. Thompson. 
Soutli Austi-alia: The Honorable Sir Henry Aye.rs. 

The Honoruble J. H. Barrow. 
Tasmania: The Honorable F. M. Innes. 

The Hunornble J. M. Wilson. 
Victoria: The H onorable .T. G. Francis. 

The Honorable E. Langton. 
Western Australia : The Honorable F. P. Barlee. 

The Conference havii;ig met at half-past Ten o'clock A.llI., the Minutes of the Proceedings on the 4th instant 
were read and confirmed. . . 

. I. Mr. Langton laid before the Conf~rence a paper emb?dying _the rer:sons of the Yictorian Representatives 
m favour of Melbourne berng the Termmus of the Suez Mail Service, whwh the Conference desired should be 
printed; viz.-

" Reasons submitted by the Repres!)ntatives of Victpria in favour of Melbo'.lrne being the Terminus of the 
Suez Mail Service :-

1. Because for the Suez Service it is the most central 1iort of Australia, and from it the branch Services 
to New Zealand and Tasmania must dil'erge. . 
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2. Because the time occupied with the mails from Europe will be shortened to all the Colonies (except 
Western ~ustralia,- which will not be affected by the change), by the saving of some hours in taking-in 
coals at Kmg George's Sound for tlie voyage from Melbourne to Sydney. · · 

3. llecause a further saving of (on the average) twelve hours will be effected, by avoiding the delay now 
caused by the detention in Robson's Bay, for the discharge of cargo for Melbourne, and the transl?,ipment 
of mails for other Colonies. . 

4. Because after August. next, when the North-eastern Railway ot Victoria will be coi;npleted 'to the 
boundary of New South Wales, on the journey from Melbourne to Sydney a further saving can be effected, 
if the mails are carried overland, of at least ten hours. (See Report of Engineer-in-Chief of Victoria attached.) 

5. ;Because for every ten miles of Railway cqmpleted by New South Wales from Goulburµ towards 
.Albury, a further saving of one hour will be effected. 

6. Because if the Land Service from Albury to Goulburn be objected to by New South Wales, and the 
mails to that Colony and QuPensland are sent by a branch steamer, the saving of time at _King George's 
Sound and Robson's Hay will still be effected, and those muils delivered from fiffcen to twenty-four hours 
earlier than under the present arrangP.ment; or the mail may be divided, on the same principle as is adopted 
viii Brindisi and Southampton, the letters ):>eing_ ~ent ciyerlanq, wl1ile the heavy portion of the mail could be 
sent by stJa. 

7. · Because Sydney is the natural terminus of the Pacific and Torres Straits routes; and, _in the dis
tribution of the advantages incidental to Mail Services, ·Melbourne is entitled to the terminus of the Service 
for which it is most conveniently situatPd,·and towards which it contributes so large an amount. Without 
this concession Victoria would contribute largely to all the Services, and p•irticipate in the incidental 
advantages of none. · · 

8. Because New South Wales will, in regard to the 'forres Straits and Pacific Services, enjoy similar 
advantages to those which will be conferred on South Australia and Victoria by the Galle Service. 

9. Because by the· terminus being at Melbourne, the Service would cost less to all .the Colonies than by 
requiring the Galle steamer to go on to Sydney._ · · 

· 10. Because the voyage from Galle to Melbourne is 4635 miles,-an extreme distance for any vessel to 
be kept under steam, and to perform her voyage with regularity at the speed required. To this long distance, 
the extension to Sydney involves an addition of 602 miles. 

11. Because the finest dock in Australia has been built at Melbourne, mainly with the view of fitting the 
port to be the terminus of this line. . . 

12. Because by the steamer calling at'Glenelg, at least forty hours notice_ will always be given to prepare 
for despatch of the branch steamers from Melbourne. · _ 

· 13. Because steamers sail almost daily from Melbourne to· Sydney, thus ensuring without delay or 
undue efpense the immediate transmission of the mails. . 

14. Because Vict.ori,i pays about one-half of the entire subsidy .to the Suez line. 
15. Because the contemplated subsidy of the Imperial Government to the second line is contingent on 

its being an alternating line, as shown in Treasury letter, 14th August, 1872; and by the terminus of the 
Suez Line being at Melbourne, the time for delivery of European mails at Sydney would be,- · 

Viii San Francisco . . 4_7 days. 
Viii Suez (by branch Service) 47 days. 

· 16. Because any postal compact, such as it is desired to enter into at this Conference, must be based' 
upon mutual concession; but if this termir.us be not conceded to Victoria, that Colony would be, while the 
largest contributor, the only Colony to which no concession whatever was made. 

17. Because, on the ground ·of population, commerce, and corre~pondence, Victoria has the greatest 
interest in the Service. · . 

18. Because Victoria is willing to contribute to other lines affording· little or no advantages to her. 
19. Becaurn the Parliament of Victoria does not meet till May, and then will not confirm any agree

ment unless the terminus of this line be at Melbourne. It will then be too late to enter into fresh nego• 
tiations for any contract to commence the Service in January next. 

5th. February, 1873. · 

MEMO. 

J. G. FRANCIS. 
EDWARD LANGTON. 

Engineer-in-Chief's Offec~, Railway Department, 
11felboume, 8th January, 1873. 

The distance from-1\felbonrne'to Bclvoir, which is the terminus of the North-eastern Railwa~·, is 186! miles; from 
Belvoir to Albury it is 2½ miles, and from Albury to Goulburn, which is the present terminus of the Southern Railway of 
New South Wales, the distance is 217 miles. This Railway is open from GouHmru to Sydney, a distance of 134 miles. 

The North-eastem Hail way will probably be opened to llelvoiL- not later than August next, and the journey betweeU: 
Melbourne and Sydney will. then be made over 320½ miles of railway and 217 miles of road, That part of the journey 
wh'ch is by rail can be done easily in ten hours, and that by road in thirty-one hours, making the wqole time between 
Melbourn{) and Sydney forty-one hours. The present average passage-of the P. & 0. Mail Steamers_is fifty-six hours. 

'rhe New South Wales Govemment has determined to extend its Southern ·Railway from Goulburn to Wagga Wagga, 
which is 310 miles from Sydney. This extension is to be commenced at once, and completed in three years. Wagga 
Wagga is seventy-nine miles from the terminus of the North-eastern Railway at Belvoir. At the end of· three years, 
therefore, the journey between Sydney and Melbourne will be made by rail for 496~ miles, and by road for 79 miles. That 
pai·t of the joumey which is by rail can .be done easily in fifteen hours, and that by road in .eleven hours, making the 
whole time between Sydney and Melbourne twenty-six hours, as against fifty-six hours by the mail steamers. 

To state the matter shortly: fifteen hours can be saved in transmitting the m'.lils. between Sydney and Melbom·ne 
after next 1\ugust, by adopting the North-eastern Railway instead of the sea route; and when the Southern Railway of 
New South Wales is completed to Wagga Wagga, thirty hours can be saved. If express speed were used for the mail 

. trains the saving of time would be still greater. 
T. HIGINBOTHAM, Engineer-in~Ch_iej." 

2. Mr. Palmer then gave notice of the following Motion, to be moved hy him on a future d_ay, viz.- , 
"That the circular letter ·of the Colonial Secretary of Queenslanrl, annexed hereto, on the subject of 

_Intercolonial Telegraph Messages, be taken into consideration." 
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(Circular.) Queensland, . . 
Colonial Seci·etai·y's Office, Brisbane, 11th January, 1873. 

SIR,- . 
With reference to former correspondence on the subject of the tariff for Intercolonial Tolcgraph Messages, I have 

the honor to inform you that, in order to simplify arrangements, it is considered desirable to adopt, as nearly as possible, 
the system and manner of working now in general operation throughout the world. To effect this it will be necessary for 
the several Colonies to agree to a terminal and transit rate, and to charge for the address and signnture; but it is proposed 
to extend the message from ten to twenty words, including address and signature, allowing ten words for the latter, and 
instead of charging for each additional word, to make a charge for every additional ten words or part of ten words; 

The rates proposed for consideration are as follows :-

. RATE for transmission of twenty words, including address and signature, every ten words, 01· vortion of ten 1Dord& 
being charged haif rate. 

Terminal Rate for Tr11nsit Bate for 
llessnges received l\lcssngl's sent 

or deli\'ered within thro1Jgh the Colony. 
the Colony. 

s. d. s. d. 
Queensland 2 0 7 0 
New South Wales 2 0 2 0 
Victoria 1 0 1 0 
South Australia 2 0 20 0 
Tasmanian Cable Co. 4 0 
Tasmania 1 0 

According to this scale, the charges for Intercolonial Messages of twenty words, including address and signature, 
would be-

Between any Station in Queensland and any Station in New South Wales . • 4s. 
Ditto, Yictoria 5s. 
Ditto, Squth Australia 6s. 
Ditto, Tasmania 10s. 

Half rate for every ten words or part of ten words additional. Press messages to bo charged one-half the ordinary rates. 
It is also proposed to divide the receipts between the Colonies in tho following manner, viz._-

New South Wales business } to New South Wales. 
· } to Queensland. 

Victorian ! · to Victoria 
)! to New South ". ales. 
g to Queensland. 

South Australian A to South Australia. 
! to New South Wales. 
½ to Queensland. 

Tasmanian -/0 to Tasmania. 
j to Cable Company. 
1 to Victoria. ¼ to New South Wales. 
¼ to Queensland. 

I would strongly recommend the proposed alterations for the favourable con_sideration of your Go-yernment, as it is 
considered that the simplification of the arrangements, and the establishment of the charges on a more satisfactory and 
uniform basis, would tend to facilitate the transaction of telegraphic business. 

I have, &c., 
A. H .. PALMER. 

3. Sir Henry Ayers gave notice of the following Motions:-
{I.) "That as those descriptions of Australian Wines best capable of sustaining a voyag/3 to Great Britain· 

contain more than twenty-six per cent. of proof spirit, this Conforence move the J m perial Government 
to admit such Wines at the uniform duty of one shilling per gallon; or, should a limit of the strength 
be considered necessary, then that all Austr\tlia11 Wines containing less than thirty-five per cent. of 
proof spirit be _admitted at a duty of one shilling per gallon." 

(2.) "That the Governments of the Australian Colonies recommend to their respective LPgislatnres the passing 
of a uniform Jaw relating to the remedies to be liad against absconding Debtors, including the issuing 
of execution in any Colony upon registration of the judgment from any Court of the Colony in which 
the cause of action arose." 

4. Mr. I?rancis moved, and Mr. Palmer seconded, the following Resolution, which was unanimously agreed 
fu:- . . . 

. "That in reference to Lord Kimherley's despatch of 19th April, 1872, a Committee be nppointed to draw up a· 
Memorial to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, requesting him to move the Imperial Government 
to introduce a measure into the Imperial Parliament enabling the Australian Colo11i!'s to make arrange
ments with each other for the reciprocal admission of their products und manufactures on such terms 
as may be mutually agreed upon, and that such Committee consist of Messrs. Parkes, Vogel, and 
Wilson." · 

The Conference adjourned from One o'clock until Two. 
5. ·on resuming, Mr. Reynolds moved the Resolution, notice of which had been given by him, on the subject of 

· the erection and maintenance of a Light-house on "The Snares," when, after discussion, the Resolution 
was amended as follows:-

" That the Representatives of the Colonies of New South Wales, New Zealand. Queenslanrl, Tasmania, and 
Victoria undertake to urge upon their respective Gov('rnments and Legislatures to join in the erection 
and maintenance of a Light-house on 'The Snares,' to the south of New Zealand, ns a ,ite offering 
more advantages than the Auckland Islands to shipJJing, on the homewarrl voyage from the Austra
lian Colonies." 

Whereupon Mr. Francis moved, and Mr. Langton seconded, the following Amendment :-
"That this Conference is of opinion that the risk to life and property occ•isioned by the Pxistcnce ofdungerous 

groups of islands, known as 'The Snares,' and the Auckland Islands, lyin:r t() the southward of New 
Zealand, and situated respectively in 48° 5' S. lat., and 166° 32' E. long., and 50° 50' S. la 1 ., and IG6° E. 
long., would be very much reduced by the establishment and maintenance of a First-cluss Ocean Light; 
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and· in order to cover the ~ost of erectin&' and· maintaining the said Light, the Conference agree to 
recommend to the Impenal .and to their respective Governments, that the expense should be borne 
by contributions in proportion to the tonnage of the shipping entered inwards or ·outwards in Great 
Britain, or in each Colony deriving benefit from the same." 

The Chairman then put the Question-to the Conference as follows:-That all the words after the word "That," 
fo:·the beginning of Mr.·Reynolds' Resolution, be omitted, with a view to the insertion of all the words of the Amend

' ment proposed by Mr. Francis, when it was carried in the affirmative. 

AYES, No its. 
· Mr. Francis, Mr. Vogel, 

Mr. Langton, Mr. Reynolds. 
Mr. Samuel. 

The Amendment moved by Mr. Francis was then put from the Chair, and carried on the following division:-
AYES. No. 

Mr. Francis, -Mr. Reynolds, 
Mr. Langton, · 
Mr. Samuel, 
Mr. Parkes. 

Messrs'. Thompson, Barlee, Barrow, Vogel, and Sir Henry Ayers declined to vote. 

6. Mr. Barrow then proposed the following Motion standing in his name; viz.-

That in order to perfect the lighting up of the South Australian and Victorian Coasts, the following additional 
Lights are required:- · . • . 

(1.) A Light on Penguin Island, Rivoli Bay, about midway between Cape Jaffa and Cape Northumberland. 
(2.) A Light on Cape Bridgewater. 
(3.) A Light on Ram Head, about thirty-five miles west of Cape Howe. · 

When, after discussion, the further consideration was postponed. 

7. Mr. Langton gave notice of the following Motion:-

" That a Committee, consisting of Messrs. Barrow, Reynolds, Samuel, Francis, and Palmer, be appointed to 
consider and report on the desirability of constituting some general Trinity Board, to determine on the 
best means of lighting effectively the Australasian Coasts." 

8. Mr. Vogel moved the Resolution, of which he had' given notice, on the subject of the Investment of Trust 
·Funds. 

When, after some discussion, it was resolved to postpone the further consideration thereof for· the present. 
The Conference then adjourned until the next day at Eleven o'clock A.M. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 1873. 
Present: 

New South Wales: The Honorable Henry Parkes. 
The Honorable Saul Samuel. 

New Zealand: 

Queensland: 

South Australia: 

Tasmania: 

The Honorable Julius Vogel. 
The Honorable W. H. Reynolds. 
The Honorable A. H, 'Palmer. 
The Honorable J. M. Thompson. 
The Honorable Sir Henry Ayers. 
The Honorable J. H. Barrow. 
The Honorable F. M. Innes. 
The Bonorable J. l\'.L Wilson. 

Victoria: The Honorable J. G. Francis. 
The Honorable E. Langton. 

lVestern Austi-alia: The Honorable F. P. Barlee. 

HENRY PARKES, Chairman. 

The Conference· having assembled at Eleven o'clock A,M., the Minute;; of the Proceedings of the 5th instant 
were read and confirmed. 

1. The Chairman laid before the Conference the Draft of a Memorial relating to Intercolonial Commercial 
:Reciprocity, prepared by the Committee appointed to draw up the same, which was ordered to be printed. 

"The Representatives of the Colonies of New South ,iv ales, New Zealand, QuPenslo,nd, South ·Australia, 
· Tasmania, Victoria, and Western Australia, assembled in Conference in Sydney, have carefully 

considered the lengthened correspondence which has taken place between the Secretary of State and their 
several Governments upon the subject of Intercolonial Commercial Reciprocity. They have given 
respectful attention to the arguments used by the Secretary of f\tate in opposition to _the views taken by 
the Colonies. The Conference consider it their duty respectfully to urge upon the Imperial Government 
to remove the restrictions which stand in the way of two or more Colonies of the Australasian group 
entering into arrangements for the reciprocal admission of articles, the growth, produce, or manufacture 
of any part of Australia or New Zealand, upon terms to which they may mutually. agree. · 

"The Secretary of State expresses the opinion that the Colonies in making the request for iJowers to enterinto 
Reciprocal Tariff Arrangements are actuated by leanings in favour of a protective policy. The Conference 
desire to assure His Lordship that the decision they have arrived at is not based upon any considerations 
in favour of Protection. 

"'fhe fact that the concession asked fcir by the Colonies has been supported by public· men holding widely 
different opinions on the subjects of Free Trade and Protection, shoutd be, it is submitted, a sufficient 
proof that the Colonies are not seeking to insidiously promote Protection in- the requests they,are making, 
The tendency of the exercise of the powers which the ·colonies now seek will be rathe,· -.antagonistic 
to Protection than otherwise, inasmuch as it may lead to the modification of hostile· and retaliatory 
Tariffs. 

"The Conference loyally and earnestly assure the Secretary of State that they are actuated by· the desire to 
strengthen the ties which so happily unite the Colonies to the Mother _Country. They cann·ot believe that 
tlie people of the United Kingdom will consider that their fellow-subjects in Australa~ia are doing mor~, 
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in urging- their ·presrnt· l'equests, than endeavouring to fulfil the duties devolving upon them, of colonizing 
in the most effective .manner Countries in which the whole of Her Majesty's subjects have a common and 
national interest. · 

"The Australasian Colonies only ask for powers which have been and are still oxerciseil by the British
American Provinces for a long series of' years. . Seeing that the Constitution Act of New Zealand does not 
debar that Colony from exercising the powers sought, it would almost appear that accident, rathtlr than 
design, has been. the cause of that clause in the Constitution Acts of the other Colonies which denies to 
them the discretion to which they deem they have a right. 

"The Secretary of State admits that the powers sought are not inconsistent with Treaty obligations of Great 
Britain. Indeed sucb a deduction is inevitable, because, otherwise, seeing that the same powers have 
been exercised by the_ Ilritish-American Pr1Jvinces, the conclusion would be that Great Britain had per-
mitted her Depentlencics to violate her Treaties. . 

''The great distance which separates the Australasian Colonies from the Mother Country would prevent any 
arrangements they might enter into from affecting the trade of the United Kingdom to any appreciable 
extent. Reciprocity arrion1,rnt the Australasian Colonies clearly could not prejudir,e the commercial 
interests of the Mother Country so much as reciprocity amongst the British-American Provinces. 

"Two of the Governors of these Colonies-the Earl of Belmore and Governor Du Cane-have personally, on 
their own independent authority, as Representatives of Hei· Majesty, declared them,elves favourable to 
granting the requests of ·the Colonies. It is submitted that the advice of experienced Imperial Officers is 
entitled to the consideration of Her Majesty's Government, especially when it independently confirms the 
respectful requests of the colonists themselves. 

"As the Secretary of State has expressei.l an opinion favoul'ahle to a Customs Union of the Australasian 
Colonies, it is submitted that the 1iower to enter into reciprocal 'fariff Arrangements is eminently 
calculated to promote that object. 

"For these reasons, and for others to which it is unnecessary to refer, the Conference urge the Secretary of 
State, without delay, to introduce the necessary measure into the Imperial Parliament, to enable any two 
or more of the Australasian Colonies to enter into Reciprocal Tarift arrangements, upon terms to which 
they may mutually agree.'' 

2. Sir Henry Ayers gave notice of the following Motion:-
"That as inconvenience is caused through letters to the various Australian Colonies, posted for despatch by 

sea or overland, intercolonially, being charged at different rates of postage, one uniform rate be adopted of 
threc0pencc for all letters, whether despatched overland or by ship; also, that the several Australian 
Colonies adopt one uniform rate on parcels and book packets, whether for despatch by sea or overland, 
intercolonially; viz.-

Not exceeding. I oz ............................... . 
I oz. but not exceeding 2 ozs. . .................... . 
2 oz. ,, ¾ lb .....................•. 
¼ lb. ,, ½ lb. • •••••••••.•.•.••...•. 
½ lb. ,, ¾ lb .•...•...•••..•..•...••. 
¾ lb. ,, I lb. . ...........••......• 

and so on, increasing 4d. for each¼ lb. or fraction of a¼ lb." 

s. d. 
0 I 
0 2 
0 4 
0 8 
I 0 
I 4 

3. Mr. Vogel handed in the reasons of the New Zealand Representatives in favour 
Terminus of the Suez Mail Service, which the Conference desired should be_ printed. 

of Melbourne being the 

"From the outset, VictQria has declared that, unless Melhoume were made the Terminus, she would not have 
anything to do with the Service; whilst New ::,outh YVales, until quite recently, did not contend that 
Sydney was the p_roper 'l'e_rminus, but seemed _disposed rather to depend upon the decision of the other 
Colonies as to whwh Tcrmmus was most expedient. 

"The Representatives of New Zealand consider that, unless Victoria join in the proposed Service, it would be 
unsafe for N cw Zealand to consent to join upon any terms based on rateable contribution. 

"If Victoria take part in the Service, Sciuth Australia, ,vestern Australia, and Tasmania must also do 
so, and the same may probably be said of Queensland and New South Wales; but without 
Victoria, or with that Colony starting a fast Service by way of the Cape of Good Hope, t.hc cost of 
the Galle Service must fall very heavily upon the contributing Colonies. Tbis is not a new idea 
upon the part of New Zealantl. That Colony was not influenced by South A ustrnlia or New South· 
Wales's notice of withdrawal from the present Suez Service; but the New Zealand Government sent 
Home, with their notice to withdraw, a request to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, that he would 
only hand it in to the Contractors in case Victoria had given, or should. give, notice of withdrawal. 
Within a few days of the New Zealand letter being- written, Her Majesty's Postmaster-General, in 
London, wrote to the Lords of the Treasury in similar tone, evidently equally impressed with the 
importance of Victoria's adherence to the Contract. He pointed out that, as Victoria had given notice, 
the 'l'reasury was bound to do so. It is true that passing reference was made to the fact thnt South 
Australia had determined to retire from the Contract, nnd it was also mentioned that New South Wales 
had given notice several years before; but it was clearly implied that, unless Victoria-bad given notice, 
their Lordships would not have do so. In fact, as long as Victoria continued the Service, the other . 
Colonies whether they approvetl of it or not, were bound to contribute to and nse it. This was proved 
by the f~ct that, though New South Wales had given notice of withdrawal several years before, no one 
seemed to be affected by it, and she was glad to coutinue her connection with the Service. The argument 
is elear and conclusive. New Zealand wishes. to have the use of the Galle Service; she cannot safely 
join as a rateable contributor unless Victoria also join ; Victoriu will not join unless Melbourne be mnde 
the Terminus: therefore, unless Melbourne be made the Terminus, Ne,v Zealand can11ot have the use of 
a Service she desires. 

· "The reasons why it would be dangerous for New Zealand to join in the Galle Service witl1out Victoria, 
apply much more strongly to the cases of South Australia and Tasmania. New Zealand has an 
alternative Service. South Australia and Tasmania are so dependent upon the Suez route, tha·t they 
might possibly find themselves bound to contribute a very large sum towards its cost, on account of 
other Colonies having at their command other routes. . 

"It is to be recollected that New South Wales's share of the correspondence by the Galle route is somewhat 
small compared with her population-a circumstance to be accounted for by the fact that, being an 
old-e~tablished Colony, a considerable proportion of her population is not in such active communication 
with the Mother Country as the population of younger Colonies. New South Wales's contribution to 
the Suez Service has not solely depended on her proportion of letters; she has hurl to share with New 
Zealand and Queensland the cost of the Service between Melbourne and Sydney. But, under the new 
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arrangements proposed, all the Colonies would share tbe cost of the Se,;vice and Branches, in 'the 
proportion of tbe letters transmitted by them; and New South Wales's contribution would thus depend 
upon her somewhat small correspondence in proportion to her population. 

"The arguments adduced woulcl be equally forcible supposing it were admitted that Victoria's insistance upon 
Melbourne being made the Terminus ot the Galle route was tyrannical and arbitrary. But the 
Representatives of New Zeahind are not altogether prepared to make such an admi~sion. They think 
that the claim t.o the Terminus was somewhat arrogantly asserted; but they believe thut Victoria, paying 
as she would do the. largest proportion of the cost of the Service, has a right to insist upon the Service 
being rnch a~ will be best suited to her wants. There can be no doubt that it is a great disadvantage to 
Victoria that the Peninsular and Oriental, Company's boats should stay so short a time in Robson's B'ay. 
As soon as one of the boats is anchore,l, the passengers have to be hurried over her side ; and freight to 
be sent on has to be delivered to the Agents two or three days before the sailing·-date of the boat. 

"Another reason in fovour of Melbourne being the Terminus is that the longer the voyage the vessels make,' 
the greater is the risk of a break-down, ·and the less the time that is available for making repairs. 

"The present contractors do not keep a spare ):>oat in Australia, and to 1'equire one would ·entail a large extra 
cost. The length of the voyage performed is very trying, considering that the boats are not auxiliary 
screw ~teamers, but keep on their course, regardless of the direction of the wind. The boats from Galle 
in reality come from Bombay. By proceeding on to Sydney, instead of' stopping at Melbourne, 1200 
miles of steaming, there and back, are added to an already sufficiently arduous .voyage. The distance 
from Bombay to Melbourne is about 6000 miles. Clearly, it is desirable the boats should have as long 
a rest as is practicable before making the return voyage. Even if 1hey stop at Melbourne, they will only 
have fifteen di~ys to make any required repairs. To cause the boats to proceed to Sydney would, in the 
opinion of the New Zealand Representatives, be to greatly increase the risk of' occasional break-downs; 
besides that, as their stay in Sydney would necessarily l,e shorter, there would be less time for repairs. 

"It has been alleged that, by the decision of the Conference, New South Wales is placed in an unfair and 
unfavourable position. The Representatives of New Zealand not only deny that nllegation, but they 
contend that New South Wales will he placed in much the best position of any of the Colonies .. It has 
been virtually decided that New South Wales shall have the use of the Galle Service, on condition that 
she contributes to the cost, rateably in proportion to the correspondence carried for her; the cost of the 
Branch Service being added to that of the main line. Hitherto, New South Wales has had to bear 
separately a considerable portion of the cost of the Service between MelboL1rne and Sydney. It has also 
been virtually decided by the Conference that Sydney shall be the Terminus of the Torres Straits 
Service, and the Australian Terminus of tbe San Francisco Service. 

"With respect to the latter, New Zealand has made to New South '\Vales an offer* to extend the Service to 
Sydney, to fix the times so that tbe Service shall alternate fortnightly with the Galle Service at Sydney, 
to give to New South Wales a full share in the management, and to co-operate in requiring that the 
Service shall be efficiently performed; asking from New South Wales no larger payment than the 
Postages, up to £5000 a year, on mail matter transmitted for the Colony by the line. 

"Where vessels run in opposite directions, the much-urged advantage of a fortnightly Service can only be 
given to one port. A fortnightly Service at each port would require a duplication of a particular 
monthly Service. Sydney will really be the only port at which a fortnightly Service can be given. The 
Torres Straits Service will be too lengthy to correspond with that to Galle, or it might .be made a fort
nightly alternative Service. But, under the offer made respecting the San Francisco Service, New South 
Wales would have a genuine fortnightly altP.rnative Service, and it would be the only Colony to which 
such an a<lvantnge would be given. Yet thP total cost to the Colony of the three Services would probably 
not amount to £20,000, and could not po~sibly exceed £25,000. It is believed the amount would not be 
more than £18,000. · 

"The proposal to convey the mails from Melbourne to Sydney either by a branch steamer or by land, will 
expedite rather than delay their delivery. Supposing a branch Service to be adopted, the steamer could 
leave Hobson's Bay immediately after the arrival of the mails; and thus, delays in Robson's Bay, 
which trequently occur to the mail steamer, would be avoided. Besides, the mail steamer will require to 
·take in less coal upon the· route. As to the outward Service, New South Wales has now to close her 
mails at least three days before the departure of the boat from Melb'ourne; but if a separate branch 
steamer were employed, the closing of the mails sixty hours before the time of leaving Melbourne would 
suffice, and thus twelve hours for correspondence would be gained. It will also, bP.fore long, be in the 
power of New-South Wales to have her mails conveyed by land to and from Melbe,urne much quicker 
than is possible by sea-carriage. Great objections have been urged against land carriage of the mails; 
but whatever may be the case with Sydney, unquestionably the residents in country districts bordering 
on the line of Railway will he much benefited by having their letters sent by way of Melbourne, instead 
of by way of Sydney. For instance, it will be a great hardship to settlers in the neighbourhood of 
Albury, and throughout the Riverina district, if it be ma<le necessary that their mails should be brought 
to Sydney instead of being sent forward to Melbourne. 

"To sum up: The New Zealand Representatives feel sure that if the Terminus of the Galle Service be not in 
Melhourne, Victoria will refuse to have anything to do with that Service, and will establish a Cape route 
Service; but, on the other hand, the New Zealand Representativrs are not satisfied that the Gove!'nment 
of New South Wales will be unwilling to accept the proposals which have been made. They cer
tainly do not believe that the Government will recommend to Parliament to vote from £50,000 to · 
£70,000 per annum for a Californian Service, when such a service is offered to' the Colony ;without any 
payment being asked. They believe that N e(v South Wales will be content that the Colony shall have, 
for a payment of from £15,000 to £25,000, the use of the Galle Service, and that Sydney shall be the 
Terminus of the Torres Straits Service, and the Australian terminus of the San Francisco Service
besides that New South Wales would be the only Colony with a genuine· alternative fortnightly Service. 
'.l'he Representatives of New Zealand are convinced that no unpr~judjced person can fail to recognize that 
New South Wales, by these proposals, will be put into a better position than any of_the other Colo.nies. 

"For the reasons stated, the New Zealand Representatives support Melbourne as the Terminus of the Galle 
Service, and S'ydney as the Terminus of the Torres Straits Service; and .they offer to extend to Sydney 
the present Californian Service, and to give to New South Wales a share in the management of that 
Service." · · . · · 

JULIUS VOGEL. 
Sydney, February 5tli, 1873. WILPAM R. REYNOLDS. 

* See letter to the Hoa. Mr. Parkes, copy of which has been presented to Conference. 
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·4, Mr. Innes then moved the following Resolution :---,- . 
"That it is desirable that the Statistics of the several Australian Colonies should be framed on a uniform 

system; and that, with a view to this object, the Governments of New South Wales and Victoria be 
requested to de_vise a plan, and refer a draft of' the ~ame for npprov':ll or amendment to the Govern
ments of the respective Colonies interested, and the plan having been matured, the same to be observed' 
ir the preparation of' the Annual Statistics of the Colonies." 

When, after full discussion, th·e following amPnued Rernlution was _unanimously
0

agrced to; viz.-
" That it is desirable that the Statistics of the several Australasian· Colonies should be framecl on a uniform 

system; and that, with a view to this object, the Governments· of' New South Wales and Victoria he 
requested to devise a plan, and refer a draft of the same for approval or amendment to the Governments 
of the -respective Colonies interested, and the plan· having heen matured and approved, the same be 
observed in the preparation of the Annual Statistics of the Colonies, and t!te several Governments repre
sented at tltis Confm·ence undertake to u.•e their be.~t endeavou1·s to secure tlte adoption of tlte plan agreed 
upon in tlte preparation ef the Statistics for 1873.'' 

5, Mr. Wilson proposed the following Motion.:-
(!.) "That the highway or Ocean Lights situated in Banks' and Bass' Straits, viz., King'sislnnrJ, Kent Group, 

Swan Island, and Goose Island, have, since 1864, been exclu:,ively maintained by the Colonies of 
Victoria, New South Wales, ancl 'l'a~mania; under a corn pact entered into between these Colonies, which 
inclnded the Light-house~ on Wilson's _Promontory and Gabo Island. · 

(2.) "That the first four named Lights, thC1ugh erected on Tasmanian territory, are practically isolated beacons 
provided fi:,r the safety and protection of Australasian commerce. . 

(3.) "'fhat it is reasonable a11d just that South Australia ·should fulfil its equitable obligation by also contributing 
to the.maintenance of the Ocean Lights in proportion to the advantages derived by its shipping, based 
upon the JJri11ciples agreed to by the Conference held in J\~ elbourne in 1864." 

. ":hich having been discussed, Mr. Wilson, with the concurrence of the Conference, withdrew,-on the repre-
sent~t10n of the South Austr.alian Representatives, that their Government had never been called on to contribute to 
the hghts referred to in the motion, and expressing their willingness to bear an equitable share of the cost. 

6. Mr: Wilson then moved, 
"That the re-arrangement of contributions towards the maintenance of the Light-houses situated on King's 
. Island, Kent's Group, Swan Island, Goose Island, Wilson's Promontory, and Gabo Island shall be as 

follows:-
(!.) "That the Light-houses situated on King's Island, Kent's Group, Swan Island, Goose Island, and Wilson's· 

Promontory shall be maintained at the joint expense of the Colonies of Victoria, New South Wales, 
South Australia, and Tasmania, rateably, in proportion to the tonnage of the shipping entered inwards 
and cleared outwards ii:i, each Colony deriving benefit from the same in accordance with Lhe subjoined 
Tables A. and B. . . 

Ligltt-ltouse. Contributing 
Colony. 

,. Victoria •• ·, , ••..•••• 

New South Wales •.•• 

King's Island ••• 

Tasmania 

South Australia .•.... 

Victoria ........... . 

New South Wales .••• 
Kent's.Group •. 

Tasmania .......... . 
Tasmania .......... . 

._ South .A,ustralia •..... • 

( 

Swan Island and J. 
Goose Island.. l 

r 
Wilson(s Pro-. ~ 

montory •••• 

1 
l 

Victoria . · ••••••••.•. . . 

New South Wales .... 
Tasmania •••• · •.•••. 
Tasmania ......... . 

South Australia ..•..• 
Victoria •.••••••.... 

N.ew South Wales .... 

Tasmania ••.•.•...•. 
South Australia •..••. 

(A.). 

On Tonnage of all Vessels entered Inwards. 

From 

Europe, America, (not including 'West 
Coast), India, Africa, South Australia, 
China, 11:Iauritins 

Europe, America, (not including ,vest 
Coast), I_mlia, Africa, South Australia, 
China, Mauritius ................... . 

Europe, America, (not including West 
Coast), India, Africa, South AusL1,alia, 
China, Mauritius ................... . 

Victoria, New South Wales, Queensland, 
Tasmania, New Zealand, South Sea 
Islands, West. Coast of America ••.••.•. 

New Zealand, West Coast of America, 
Tasmania, New South Wales, Queens-

. land, South Sea Islands ............ .. 
Europe, America, (not. including West, 

Coast), India, Mauritius, South Australia, 
China, Launceston, Africa, Victoria ..•. 

New South Wales, Queensland ....•• ,, .. 
Victoria ...........................••. 
New Zealand, South Sea Islands, West 

Coast of America, New South. Wales, 
Queensland ...•.....•.. ; . · ••.....••• 

Hobart Town an_d Southern Ports of Tas-
mania .••..•..••.•. : ..•..• ,., ••••.• 

Nil. 
Victoria .......................••..• 
New Zealand,· West Coast of America, 

South Sea Islands .................. . 
Hobart Town ........... , ,·, ........ .. 
Queensland, Tasmania, Now Zealand, West 
. Coast of America, New South Wales, 
South Sea Islands ................... . 

Victoria, Europe, East Coast of America, 
India, Africa," Sonth Australia, China, 
·and Mauritius ..............••. • ... . 

Victoria ....•.............••.... • ... . 
New South Wales, Queensland, New Zea

land, ~O).lth __ S_ea Islands, and West Coast 
of America •••••.••.•••.•.. ,,, ..•.•• 

At 

All . ports of contributing Colony 
except Portland Bay. 

Ditto. 

Launceston. 

All ports of contributing Colony. 

Ditt~ • 

Ditto. 
Launceston. 
Hobart Town. 

All ports of contributing Colony. 

Ditto. 

Hobart Town. 

Launceston: 
All ports of contributin/l Colony. 

Ditto. 

Ditto, 
Hobart Town. 

All po1·ts of contributing Colony;· 
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(B.) 

On Tonnage of all Vessels cleared 01ttwards. 

At F01· 

,,. Victoria . ;. . . . • . • . Port Phillip and Eastern Ports .. South Australia, Western Australia, Africa, 
Mauritius, India, and China. 

King·'s_ Island •• < 

( 
I 

Kent's 
I 

Group .. 1 
l 

Swan fa!ond ,..f 
G<>oo, Island I 

l 

W'tl~n•, P.-o-I 
mnnto,y 1 

New South Wales .. All ports of contributing Colony .. 

Tasmania ....... . 

South Australia ..... 

Victoria .....•.•.. 
New South Wales .• 

T . . ~ 
asmarua ....•• (• 

Ditto 

Ditto .................••. 

Ditto •....••..........••• 
Ditto ................... . 

Hobart Town ...........•..... 
Launceston .•...•............ 

South Australia. . . . All ports of contributing Colony •. 

Victoria ....•••••• Ditto .......••.....••. , • , 

New South Wales •. Nil ......•.................. 
Tasmania . . . • . • • . Hobart Town •.•............... 

Tasmania . . . . . . . . Launceston •........•.••...••• 

South Australia. . . . Nil ...•..•••.......•......••. 

South . Australia, Western Australia, Africa, 
Mauritius, and one-fourth tonnage to 
India and China. 

South Australia, Western Australia, Africa, 
Mauritius, and half tonnage to India and 
China. 

llfelbourne and Eastern Ports, New South 
Wales, Queensland, Launceston, New Zea
land. 

Tasmania, f Europe, ½ West Coast of America. 
Launceston. 
Victoria. 
Port Albert, New South Wales, Queensland, 

and half tonnage to India and China. 
New South Wales, Queensland, New Zealand, 

South Sea Islands, West Coast of America. 
Hoba1•t Town, 'Southern Ports of Tasmania, 

½ Europe, New Zealand, ½ West Coast of 
America. 

Nil. 
Victor'ia, South·Australia, Western Australia, 

Africa, Mauritius, and one-quarter tonnage 
to India and China. 

Europe, New . Zealand, West Coast of 
America. 

Nil. 

Victoria . . . . . . • . • . All ports of contributing Colony.. New South Wales, Queensland, Eirrope, 
New Zealand, West Coast of America, 
Tasmania, and half tonnage to India and 
China. 

New South Wales·.. Ditto ..............••.... Victo1'ia, South Australia, Western Australia, 
Africa, Mauritius, and one-fourth tonnage 
to India and China. 

Tasmania . . . . . . . . Hobart Town . . . . . . . . . . . • • . • • . Port Pliillip and Eastern Ports. 
South Australia. . . . All ports of contributing Colony.. New South ·w ales, Queensland, l'fow Zealand, 

South Sea Islands, West Coast of America. 

(2.) ·•rhat Gabo Island Light-house shall be maintained conjointly by Victoria and New Sot1th Wales, each 
Colony paying one moiety of the cost of same. 

(3.) That the contributions, calculated on tbe basis stated in paragraphs I and 2, shall be payabl(t half-y"early 
by each Colony for a period of five years, commericing from 1st January, 1873." 

When, after discussion, 

Sir Henry Ayers moved, and Mr. Barrow seconded, the following Amendment:-
" That the Representatives of the several Governments pledge themselves to use their influence to obtain an 

equitable re-arrangement of liabilities for the maintenance of the Light-houses situated on King's Island, 
Kent's Group, Swan Island, Goose Island, Wilson's Promontory, and Gabo Island." 

The Chairman then pnt the following Motion to the Conference:-
" That all the words after the word 'Tbat,' in the first line in Mr. Wilson's motion, be omitted, with a view to 

the insertion of all the words after the word 'Tbat' in tbe amendment proposed by Sjr Henry Ayers,-"
when the Conference, with the exception of Mr. ·wilson, approved of the same." 

The Amendment was then put from the Chair ~nd adopted,-the Representatives of New Zeuland and Western 
Australia declining to vote. 

7. Mr. Langton moved, 
"1'bat a Committee, consisting of Messrs. Barrow, Reynolds, Samuel, Francis, and 'rhompson, be appointed 

to con&ider and report on the desirability of constituting some general Trinity Board, to determine on the 
best means of lighting effectively the Australa~ian Coasts." 

When, after discussion, the following amended Resolution was unanimously agreed to:-
" That a Committee, consisting of Messrs. Barrow, Reynolds, Samuel, Francis, and Palmer, be appointed to 

consider and report on the desirability and practicability.of constituti"ng some general Board to supervise 
the lighting of the Australasian Coasts." 

Mr. Parkes laid before the Conference a communication from Mr. Macaulay, the Agent of the P. & 0. Company, 
in answer to the enquiries made-yesterday by the Chairman, which was read by the Secretary. 

The Conference adjourned from 1 to 2 o'clock. 

8.· On resuming,-Mr. Vogel moved the following Resolutions, notice of which had been previously given by 
him, on the subject ot the "Investment of Trust Funds:"-

" The Representa1ives of !he various Australasian Colonies, assembled in Conference, desi~e urgently to impress 
upon the Right Honorahle the Secretary of State for the Colonies the very unnecessary- disact vantages to 
which, as it appears to them, the Colonies are subjected, through English Trustees not being at liberty to 
invest Trust Funds in Colonial Securities and Colonial Lands. 
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"When Trustees act under instruments which do not expressly exclude or include certain Securities, their 

discretion as to investment is still limited by certain Acts of Parliament. They may invest in Securities 
guaranteed by Parliament, in securities authorised by General Order of the Court of Chancery, in Parlia
mentary Stocks, in Public Funds or Government Securities. They are also allowed to invest in Indian 
unguaranteed Stocks; and lately they have been permitted to invest in Railway Securities. 

"It is submitted by the Conference, that legislative provision should be made, in virtue of which Trustees 
would be equally ot liberty to invest in Colonial Securities and Lands. There do not appear to be any 
reasons against this course, except such as might be urged by those who desire or anticipate the disin
tegration of the Empire. As the assurance has been more than once lately given, t!Jat Her Majesty's 
Government-in accordance with the undoubted feelings of the vast majority of Her Ma,1esty's subjects
do not entertain opinions _favorable to the severance of the Colonies from the Mother Country, there seems 
no reason why the Securities of the Colonies should not be placed upon as favorable a footing as the 
ungunranteed Securities of India. 

"TherE' are numerous cases of persons who reside in the Colonies, and on whose behalf Trusts are held, who 
desire that the Trust Funds in which they are interested should be invested within the Colony in which 
they reside. The Trust Deeds do not prohibit such a course, yet the Trustees, in the absence of the sug
gested legislative provision, find themselves unable to comply with the wishes of those on behalf of whom 
they act. 

"The enormous accumulations of Trust Moneys would make the measure now suggested one of great con
venience to a l_arge number of' Hor Majesty's subjects residing in the United Kingdom. 

"The Conference earnestly urges the Secretary of State to take the steps necessary to give effect to this repre-
sentation." 

After discussion, the Chairman put the first paragraph, which, having been amended, was carried. 
The second paragraph was·put from the Chai!-, and carried unanimously. 
The third paragraph was carried by a majority, as amended. 
The fourth paragraph was, after discussion, carl"ied as amended. 
The fifth and sixth paragra1ihs were unanimously agreed to: 
The Motion,· as amended, having been put from the Chair, was agreed to, as follows:-

" The Representatives of the Australasian Colonies, assembled in Conference, desire urgently to impress upon 
the Right Honorable the Secretary of State for the Colonies the very great and unnecessary disadvantages 
to which, as it appears to them, the Colonies are subjected, through Trustees in the United .Kingdom not 
being at liberty to invest Trust Funds in Colonial Government Securities. 

"When Trustees act under instruments which do not expressly exclude or include certain Securities, their 
. discretion as to investment is still limited by certain' Acts of Parliament. They may invest in Securities 

guaranteed by Parliament, in Securities authorised by General Order of the Court of Chancery, in 
Pnrliamentary Stocks, in Public Funds or Government Securities. They are also allowed to invest in 
Indian unguaranteed Stocks; and lately they have been permitted to invest in Railway Securities. 

"It is submitted by the Conference, that legislative }JI·ovision should be made, in virtue of which Trustees 
would be at liberty to invest in Colonial Government Securities. There can be no reason why the 
Securities of the Colonies should not be placed upon as favorable a footing as the unguaranteed Securities 
of India. 

"There are numerous cases of persons who reside in the Colonies, beneficially interested in Trust Funds in the 
United Kingdom, who desire that such Funds should ue invested within the Colony in which they reside. 
The Trust Deeds do not prohibit snch a course, yet the Trustees, in the absence of the suggested Legislative 
provision, find themselves unable to comply with the wishes of those on behalf of whom they act. 

"The enormous accumulations of' Trust Moneys woultl make the measure now suggested one of great con
venience to a large number of Her Majesty's subjects residing in the_ United Kingdom. 

"The Conference earnestly urges the Secretary of State to take the steps necessary to give effect to this repre-
sentation." · 

9. Mr. Srimuel gave notice of the following Motion on the subject of the Prevention of Diseases in Stock in the 
Australian Colonies, and laid before the Conference papers bearing upon the subject :- _ 

"That _he will to-morrow bring under the consideration of the Conference the necessity for deciding upon some 
umted action with a view to prevent the importation of Diseased Stock into the Australian Colonies." 

Mr. Palmer moved~ Resolution, of which notice had been given by him, on the snbject of the construction of a 
cable between Java or T1mor, and Norman Mouth (Queensland), and, after discussion, Mr. Samuel read a memo-
randum on the subject. · 

Sir Henry Ayers also read correspond,ence on the subject of the existing 'l'elegraphic Communication with 
England, when it was resolved that the further consideration of the subject should be postponed~ 

The Conference then adjourned at Four o'clock until the next day at half-past Ten. 

HENRY PARKES, Oltairman. 
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 1873. 

New Soutlt Wales: 

New Zealand: 

Queensland: 

South Australia: 

Tasmania: 

· Present:. 
The Honorable Henry: Parkes. 
The H onorable Saul Samue1. 

ThA Honorable Julius Vogel. 
The Honorable W. H. Reynolds. 
The Honorable A. H. Paln,er . 

. The H onorable J . .YI. Thompson. 
The Honorahle Sir Henry Ayers. 
The Honorable J. H. Barrow. 
The Honorable F. l\'L Innes. 
The Honorable .J.M. Wilson. 

Victoria: . The Honorahle J. G. Francis. 
The Honorable E. Langton. 

Western Australia:. The Honorable F. P .. Barlee. 

The Conference having met at half-past Ten o'clock, the Minutes of the. Proceedings on the 6th instant were 
read and confirmed. 

I. The consideration of Mr. Palmer's Resolutions on the subject of 'l'e]eo-raphic Communication with Europe, 
··by Singapore and Norman Mouth, was resumed, and after discussion.the first paragraph, as amended, was put l;>y 
the Chairman, and carried, on the following division:·•-

AYRS. 

Mr. Vogel, 
Mr. Reynolds, 
Mr. Palmer, 
Mr. Thompson, 
Mr. Samuel, and 
The Chairman. 

The Resolution was accordingly agreed to, as follows:-

NOES. 
Sir Henry Ayers, 
Mr. Barrow, 
Mr. Barlee. 

" That in view of the serious inconvenience which would arise to the whole of the A~stralasian Colonies in the 
event of interruption to telegraphic communication with Europe, it is desirable that a cable should be 
constructed between Singapore and the terminus of the Queensland Telegraph lines at-Norman Mouth." 

The Representatives of Victoria and Tasmania declined to vote. 
The fnrther ·considerntion of the said Resolutions was postponed until Monday next. 

2. Mr. Samuel asked Mr. Vogel ifhe would have any objection to lay on the table the following information:
(1.) The number of days occnpied by Mr. Webb's steamers, between California and New Zealand in both 

directions, on the last six voyages? 
· (2.) The number of days which the steamer now expected was overdue when the Hero left Auckland? 

Mr. Vogel consented to do so. 

3. Mr. Vogel moved, and Mr. Bar lee seconded the following Resolution, which was unanimously agreed to:-
" That this Conference, representing the Governments of the severnl Australasian Colonies, desire to expre~s 

to the Right Honorab!e tbe Secretary of State tlJPir willingness and anxiety to co-operate with the fJm:.. 
perial Government in the ncquisition or constrnction of through Lines of Telegraphic communication 
between Great Britain, India, and Australasia." · 

It was also unanimously resolved by the Conference-that Messrs. Langton and Vogel. be appointed a Committeil 
to prepare a Memorial to the Secretary of St~te, embodying the said Resolution. 

The Conference adjourned at One o'clock until a.quarter to Two. 

4. On re-assembling, Mr. ,vilson gave notice of the following Motion:-
" That this Conference takes into consideration, on i\lJ onday next, the advisability of memorialising the Home 

Government on the subject of assut'ning the Protectorate and Colonisation of' the Fiji Islands.'" 

5. Mr. Lang.ton proposed,and Sir Henry Ayer, seconded, the following Resolution:-
(1.) "That in the opinion of this Conference it is desirable to obtain a reduction in the charge for telegrams 

between the United Kingdom, India, and Australia, and that the Imperial. Government be requested to 
join with the Colonies in a temporary subsidy, not exceeding £25,000 per annum, for the purpose of 
securing that object. · 

(2.) "'fhat the Governments of South Australia and Victoria be requested to take the necessary steps to give 
eflect to the foregoing Resolution." 

Mr. Vogel proposed the foliowing amendment at the end .of the first Resolution, which, on being put from the 
Chair, was negatived on the following division :- · · 

'' Provided that in addition a free message of fifty words per diem from London to Australia be furnished." 
AYES. NOES. 

Mr. Fr.ancis, M:i\ Langton, 
Mr. Vogel, Sir Henry Ayers, 
Mr. Reynolds. Mr. Palmer, 

Mr, Thompson, 
Mr, Barlee, 
Mr; Samuei. 

The original Resolutions were then put and carried. 

The Conference adjourned at half-pa_st Three o'clock until Monday, 10th February, at a quarter to Twelve. 

HENRY PARKES, Cltairman. 
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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10, i873. 
Present: 

New South Wales: The Honorable Henry Parkes. 
The Honorable Saul Saniuel. 

New Zealand: The Honorable Julius Vogel. 
The Honoraule W. H. Reynolds. 

Queensland: 'fhe Honorable A. H. Palmer. 
The Honornble·J. M .. Thompson. 

South Australia: The I-Ionoraule Sir Henry Ayers. 
'l'he Honorable J. H. Barrow.· 

Tasmania: The Honorable F. M. Innes. 
The Honorable J.M. Wilson. 

Victoria: The Honorable,J. G. Francis. 
The Honorab!P., ,E. Langton. 

Western Australia: .The Honorable F. P. Barlee. 
The Conference having met at ~ quarter to Twelve o'clock, the Minutes of the Proceedings of the 7th instant 

were read and confirmed. . " 
· l\'.Ir, Vogel' then _laid before t4e Conference the answers to Mr. Samuel's Questions of the 7th instant, on the 
• s_ubject of the time occupied by Mr. Webb's line of steamers between New Zealand and San Francisco, and vice versd, 
which the Confernnce ordered to be printed. 

Question I: The number of days occ~pied by Mr. Webb's steamers bet\veen California and New Zealand in 
both directions, ,on the last, six voyages? . 

. Answer: The Dalwta came through from San Francisco to Auckland in twenty-five days one hour, ine:luding 
twenty-four hours stoppage at Honolulu. I am not able, "without reference to New Zealand, to give the 
times of the other steamers; but if a return as to them were furnished it would be of little good, as none 
of them (excepting the Dakota) ran through either from or to San Francisco, and, consequently, did not 
run in accordance with the Contract. The Nebraska, now due, will have run through from San Francisco, 
For the two voyages after hers, connection will have to be made at Honolulu; and, subsequently, each 
boat will make the through voyage each way. On each· of the six voyages; except that of the Daltota, a 
very inferior vessel was used between 'Honolulu and San. Francisco; and, consequently, those voyages 
were most unsatisfactorily performed.. , 

Question 2: The number of days which the steamer now expected was overdue when the Hero left Auckland? 
Answer: According to a telegram received from New York, the Nebraska sailed from San Francisco ··on the 

9th January, having waited eight days for the mail:;, which were delayed upon the Atlantic and during the 
trans-continental route. Sh,e would therefore be due in Auckland on the 3rd February; the Hero left 
.Auckland on Wednesday, the 29th January, and consequently some days before the Nebrasl,a wns due, 
though two days later than the_ date on which she would have been 'due, had she not waited eight days at 
San Francisco for the detained mails. 

Mr. Barlee laid before the Conference papers on the subject of Sericulture, forwarded to him by Sir George 
Verdon, who requested, at the instance of Mrs. Neill, that they should be laid before the Conference. The papers 
were subsequently distributed among the Members. 
, : The further consideration of Mr. Palmer's Resolutions, on the subject of Telegraphic Communication with 

Europe, by. Singapore and· Norman Mouth, was then resumed, and, after some discussion, Mr. Palmer withdrew the 
_same, on, the ground that the three Colonies.of New South Wales, New Zealand, and, Queensland _had. _come to an 
agreement -w:hich rendered the Resolutions unnecessary. 

Mr. Barlee withdrew the Notice of Motion given by him on the 3rd instant, on the subject of the construction 
o,f a second Cable, either from Galle to Western Australia, via the Cocos or Keeling Islands, or from J'ava to Western 
Australia.· 

Mr. Palmer then moved the following Notice of Motion, on the subject of Intercolonial:Telegraph Messages:
" That the circular letter of tlie Colonial Secretary of Queenslnud, annexed hereto, on -the subject of Inter-

. colonial Telegraph Messages, be taken into consideration." ' 
(Circular ) · Queensland, 

· 'Colonial Secretary's Office, Brisbane, 11th January, 1873. 
SIR, 

With reference to.former correspondence on the, subject of the tariff for Intercolonial T6legraph Messages, I have 
the.honor to inform.you that, in.order to simplify arrangements, it is considered desirable to.adopt, as nearly as possible, 
the system and manner of working now. in general operation throughout the world. To effect ,this it will be necessary for 
the several Co!onjes to agree to, a terminal and transit rate, and to charge for the address and signature; but it is proposed 

, to extend the message from ten to twenty words, including add1·ess and signature, allowing ten words for the !~tier, and 
instead of charging for each additional word, to make a charge for every additional ten words or part of ten words. 

The rates proposed for consideration are as follows·:~ 
RATE for transmission of twenty words, including address and signature, wery ten words, 01· portion of ten words 

being charged ltaif rate. 

Queensland • .-
New South Wales 
Victoria 
South Australia 
Tasmanian Cable Co. 
Tasmania· · •• , 

Terminal Raio for 
:Messages received 

or delh·ered within · 
the Colony, 

s. d. ' 
2 0 
2 0 
1 0 
2 0 

1 0 

Transit Rate for 
Messnges sent 

thro•1gh the Colony. 

s. d. 
7 0 
2 0 
1 0 

20 0 
4 0 

According to this scale, the charges for Intorcolonial Messages of twei;ity words, including address and signature, 
would be-

Between any Station in Queensland and any Station in New South Wales •• 
Ditto, :nctol'ia 
Ditto, South Australia 
Ditto, Tasmania •• 

4s. 
5s. 
6s. 

10s. 

Halfi·ate for every ten words or part of ten words additional. Pres~ messages to be charged one-half the ordinary rates. 



··It is also proposed to divide the receipts between the Colonies in the following manne1•; viz . ...:.. 

New South Wales business 

. Vict01-ian 

South Australian 

Tasmanian 

t to New South Wales. 
½ to Queensland. 
¼ to Victoria 
J to N P.W South Wales. 
i to Queensland. , . 
! · to ::iouth Aust1·alia. 
½ to '- ew 8ou_th Wales. 
! to Queensland. 

-rt, to 'fasmania. 
i to Cable Company. 
-fr; to Victoria. · 
¼ to New South Wales. 
¼ to Queensland. 

I would strongly recommend the proposed alterations fo1• the favourable c_onsideration of yom· Government, as it is 
considered that the simplification of the arrangements, and the establishment of the charges on a more satisfactory and 
uniform basis, would tend to facilitate the transa9tion of telegraphic business .. 

I have, &c., 
A. H. PALMER. 

When much discussion ensued; and the Conference adjourned from twenty minutes past One to a quarter past 
Two o'clock. 

On resuming,-

Mr. Samuel proposed and Sir Henry Ayers seconded the following Resolution, which was unanim1Jusly agreed 
to; viz.- . · . 

"That on and after the 1st day of October next the charge for Telegraphic MessAges within each of the 
Australasian Colonies shall be at the uniform rate of ls. ,for·ten (10) words, exclusive of address and 
signature, and one penny (Id.) for PVery additional word. Press messag-,..s not to exceed halt rates. 
These chtHges not to includr. messages upon thi, lines.from Port Augusta to Port Darwin, Bowen to Nor-
man Mouth, and between Tas_mania and Vic1oria." · 

Mr. Vog-el proposed and Mr, Francis seconded the following Resolution, whi"ch, on being put from the Chair, 
was carrier! unanim .. usly ; viz.- . . 

"That in accordance -with the practice now partly adopted, but not laid down by· rPgulation, Messages for 
New Zealand be received at all the Telegraph :Stations in the Australian. Colonies, and that the proper 
charge he made for._transmission to the port or place from whi,-h the telegrams ar" to. be posted tq NllW 
Ze.,land-that they be posted to the Telegraph Operator at the first Station that the steamer touche, at in 
Niew Zealand. Similarly, 1hat telegrams po~ted in New Zealand to the Telegruph Operator at imy' Port 
in Au~tralia, shall be forwarded to their destination. The· Telegraph charges in Australia to be co~lected 
on delivery. That a similar practice be adopted in -respect to Telegrams betwe~n Westm·n Australia and 
the other Aus1ralasian Colonies. That the Representatives of the several Colonies agree to endeavour to 
give effect to this Resolution." 

Sir Henry Ayers then moved as follows:-

" That as those clescriptions of Australian .Wines lmst capable of sustaining a voyage to Great.:Britain._.contain 
more t)mil twenty-six per cent. of proofs1•irit, this Conference move the Imperial Government to admit 
such Wines at the uniform duty of one shilling per gallon; or. should a limit of the strength be.considered 
ne1,essary, then that all AustrAlian \,Vines containing less .than thirty-five per Ct'nt. of proof spirit be 
admitted at a duty of one shilling per gallon." . . · • 

· Which, after some discussion, he proposed to amend as follows,-and° the s~me having been seconded by Mr .. 
Samuel, was carried· unanimous! y ,- · 

"That as those description~ of Australian Wines best capabie of sustaining a voyage to the United Ki~gifom 
contai11 m,,re than 26 per cent. of proof spirit, which is above the maximum strength of WinA admitted 
into the Unired Kingdom, at one shilling per gallon, under the French Treaty, this Conference move the 
Imperial Goverment to extend the limit of strength of such Wines to 35 per cent,, and admit the sawe at 
a duty .of one shilling per gallon." . · 

Mr. Palmer moved the following Resolutions:-
" That the present state of the law in regard to the Extradition of Criminals escaping from one Colony into 

another is defective. . . 
'' That ill lieu of_ the present system, an Act should be passed in each Colony, enabling a criminal warrant duly 

issued in one Colony to be executed in another, on the endorsement of a Judge or -Magistrate. · · 
"That such Act should provide (with such safeguards as may be dPemed necessary) that the cont_ents of any 

such· warrant issued in one Colony may be transmitted by telegraph to another Colony, and that a certified .. 
transcript of the message shall have the same effect as an original warrant; and 

"That the Act referred to should, as nearly as possible, be alike in each Colony." 

When, after discussion, he proposed, and Mr. Francis seconded the following amen~ed Resolution, which was 
carried unanimously; viz.-· · · ' 

"That the present state of the law in regard to t,b.e Extradition of Criminals escaping from one-Colony into 
.another' is defective. That the Government of Queensland· be requ,,sted to prepare a Bil_l .on t\1e subject, 
which the Representatives of the several Col_onies undertake-provided'it _is approved by their re_spective 
Law Officers-to endeavour to. pass .into law." · · 

·sir Henry Ayers then moved the following Resolution:-
" That the Governments of the Australian Colonies recommend,to their respective LegislalurE:>s the passing of 

a uniform law relating to the remedies to be had against absconding Debtors, including the issuing of 
execution in any Colony upon registration of the judgment from any Court of the Colony in which the 
cause of action arose." 



36. 
Which having been fully dis.cussed, the Conference unanimously agreed to, as amended; viz.-

" That the pres!)nt state of the law in regard to _remedies to be had against absco11ding Debtors is defPctive. 
"That the Government of South Australia be roquPsted to prepare a Bili to remedy 1be rlefect~, and, subject 

to the approval of their respective Law Officers, the MPmhcrs of 1his Conference will endeavour to 
procure the passing of a similar Bill in their respective Legislatures." 

The draft Memorial relating to Intercolonial .Commercial Reciprocity was then considered, anrl cerbiin Amend
ments proposed therein by Mr. Innes ordPre.J to be printer!, whe11 the Co11fe1·ence resolved to adjourn until next day, 
the said draft Memorial and Amendments to be then further considered. · 

The Conference adjourned accordingly, at half-past Four o'clock, until next day, at half-past Ten. 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY ll, 1873. 

Present: 

New Soutlt Wales: The Honorablc Henry Parkes. 
The Honorable t,:aul Samud. 

New Zealand: The Honorable Julius Vogel. 
The Honorable ,v. H. Reynolds. 

Queensland: The Honorable A. H. Palmer. 
The Honor,.bl~ J.M. Thompson. 

South Australia: The Honor:,ble Sir Henry Ayers. 
The Honorable .J. H. Barrow. 

Tasmania:· The Honorable F. M. Innes. 
'fhe Honorable J.M. Wilson. 

Victoria: The Honorab!e J. G. Francis. 
Tl,e Honorable E. Langton. 

Wester1i A_ustralirl.: The Honor<tble F. P. Barlee. 

HENRY PARKES, Cltairma11.. 

· The Conference having met at half-past Ten o'clock, the Minutes of the Proceedings of the 10th instant were 
read and confirmetl. 

Mr. Innes theri gave notice cit the following ·Motion :-

" That it is desirable that a Common Tariff or Customs Union be e~tablished betwePn the Australian Colonies; 
and the Delega1e~ present plPdge tl,emselves 10 use their influence wir.h their respective novcrnments to 
promote that obj,.r:t, _providPd this R•·solution recPive; the concurrPnce of a sufficient number of .\Jembers 
to afford a reasonable hope that the object in view may be accomplished," 

Mr. Parkes gave notice of the following Motion:-

"That in the event of the establishment of n Californian Mail Service including New ZP.alanrl, ,vhich shall 
secure the regular delivPry ofmuils betwePn a port in A11.<t1·alin and a port in Eno-lan<l within forty-five 
days, this Conforpnce is of opinion that each of the :\ ustralasian Colonies ought to c~nlribute to the Subsidy 
in rateable proportion to the amount of its mail matter carried by such Service." 

. The consideration of the Draft of the proposed Memorial to the Right Honorable the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, on the sub_ject of lntercolonial Commercial Reciprocity, laid uefore the Conference on the 6th instant, was 
then resumed, and the first paragraph, as amended, approved. · 

Mr. Barlee proposed and Mr. Francis seconded the following Motion:-" That all the words after the first 
paragraph be omitted." 

, Whereupon Mr. Vogr.1 proposer! the following new paragraph, which having been seconded by Mr, Reynolds, 
was after discussion agreed to ; viz.-

" The Conference express their earne~t hope that Her Majesty's Government will introduce, at as early a date 
as possible, the necessary measure of legislation to give effect to the wishes of the Conference." 

The amended Memorial was then finaI!y adopted as follows:-

"The ReprPsentatives of the Colonies of New South ,vale~, New Zealand, Queensland, South Australia, 
Tasmania, Victoria, and Western Australia, assembled in Co11fori,nce iu Sydney, have carefully considered 
the correspondence which has taken place between tlrn Hight Honorable the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, and their several Govt-•rnments, upon the subject of Iutercolonial Commercial Reciprocity. The 
Conference having given re,pr.ctful attention to the arguments used by the Secretary of State still consider 
it their duty to urge upon the Imperial Government the removal of the re~trictions which preclude two 
or more Colonies of the Australasian Group from entering into arrangements for the admission of articles, 
the growth, produce, or manufacture ofuny part of Australia or New Zealand, upon terms to which they;. 
may mutually agree. · ·· 

"The Conference express their earnest hope that Her Majesty's Government will introrluce, at as early a date 
as possible, the necessary measure of legislation to give effect to the wishes of the Conference." 

l\'Ir. Wilson moved and Mr. Innes seconded the following Resolution:-

"That the Chairman be requested to ~ove His Excellency, Governor Sir Hercules Robinson, to transmit a 
T11legra phic Message to Lord Kimberley, em bodying the unanimous decision of the Conference in reference 
~o Intercolonial Commercial Reciprocity, with the object that no delay may take place in the introd·uction 

. of Imperial Legislation to give effect to the wishes of the Conference;"-

. ·whieh having been put by the Chairman, was unanimously agreed to, 
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Mr. Reynolds proposed the following Resolution, which was seconded by Sir Henry Ayers, and_ ·~nanimously 

agreed to :,- · 
"That the cost of all Telegrams, authorised by the Conference, be defrayed by contributions from the, .several 

Colonies, on the basis of population." · . ' 

The Conference adjourned shortly after One o'clock until Two. 

On resuming, Mr. Wilson moved the following Motion:-
" 'fhat this Conference take into consideration, on Monday .next, the advisability of memorfalizin'g the Home 

Government on the subject of assuming the Protectorate and Colonisation ot' the Fiji Islands.'' , 
When, after some discussion, he proposed, and Mr. Langton seconded, the following Resolution ;_viz.-'-

" That, in the opinion of the Conterence, the condirion of affa1rs in the Fiji Islands urgently demands, in the 
intPrest of the Australasian Colonies, as well as the rest of the Empire, grave considenition on the 
part of HPr Majesty's Gov,•rnment,"-which was u_nanimously agreed to. 

. Tlie Commirtee appointed to consider the suhject of correspondence addressed to the Conferenee drew attention 
to a memorial forwarded by Mr. Samuel Bennett, newspaper proprietor and puhlisher, Sydney, relating to delay, 
disappointment, and exorbitant chargf's in obtaining cable mess ages from England, when it was resolved that the 
Secretary bP. requested to i11form Mr. Bennett that the complaints contained in his communication to the Conference 
were not of a nature that could be inve~tigated by· the Conference. 

Mr. Francis then gave notice of the following Motion:-
" That as it is expedient there should be uniform legislation throughout Australasia in regard to" Patent~," the 

Law Officers of the Colony of Victoria be requested to prepare a Bill on the subject, which thH Represent
atives of the several ColoniPs undertake-provided it is approved by their respective Law Officers-to 
emleavour to pass into law." · 

Mr. PalmPr gave notice of the following Motion:-
" That it having been represented to the Conference that the settlement of Somerset has been founded in 

the interests ot humanity for the relief of distrf'ssed sPan,en, and that the sole cost of its maintenance, 
with the exception of £2000, contributed by the Imperial Gowrnment, has hitherto titlleri upon Queentiland, 
-they are of opinion that"the severnl Colonies of the Australian Gr11up should contribute to the support 
of the settlement, in proportion to the tonnage of ships clearing from each Colony for ports to which the 
usual route is through Torres 8traits.'! 

Mr, Samuel propo~ed the Motion given by· him on Thursday Inst, as follows,-when after discussion he proposed, 
and·Mr. Palmer sPconcled, the following ResoluJion, which was unanimously agreed to:-

"That the importation of cattle. shPep, and pigs into New South Wales, New Zealand, Queensland, South 
Australia, Tasmania, Victoria; and · W eiitern Au~tralia be prohibited for a period-of two years from all 
places beyond the Australasian Colonies,-such pr9hibition to commence from and after_the publication of 
a notice in the London Times; and the represPntatives of the various Colonies engage to introduce into 
their several Legislatures sud1 measures as may be necessary to carry out this object." 

Sir Henry Ayf'rs then brought up a Memorial to the Right Honorable the Secretary of State for the ·colonies-on 
the subject of the dury charged on the ad miss, on of Colonial Wines into the United Kingdom, which having been put 
from the Chair, paragraph by paragraph, and amended in certain particulars, was unanimously agreed to:-

" To the Right Honorable tl e Secretary of State for the Colonies,-
"The Bepre,entatives of the ('olor,ies of New South Wales, New Zealand, Queensland, South Australia, 

•rasmania, Victoria, and W ,,stern Austi·alia rPspectfuily request ·the lmprrial Government to take into 
c·on~ideration the !,! re,1t di sad vantage undrr w hi1·h the vinegrowe~s of Australia labour with respect to duty 
charged on the admission of their Wines_int_o the United Kingdom, 

"The natural alcoholic strength of Australian Wines is generally in excess of twenty-six per cent. of proof 
spirit, on which the duty of two s1,illings a11d sixpence is payable,~a rate which is almost prohibitory of 
the import of wine from Australia into the United Kingdom. · . 

"A large proportion of the Win9s of France and Ge.rmany seldom reach the standard of twenty-six· per'cent. 
of proof spirit, anJ are therafore admitted at the lowest duty of one shilling per galion. . .. · 

. "Large quantities of Wine are being produced in the Australasian Colonies, greatly in excess nf the 
consumption of their· inhabitants, and a very considerable ex1iort could be made to the United Kingdom: 
it the standard of strrngth, at which the higher duty of two sLi11ings and sixpence is charged, was increased 
from twenty-six to thirty-five per cent. of proof spirit, . · · · · 

"The Representatives of the Colonies in Conference· therefore trust that. the Secretary of State wilftake the 
nec·essary steps to extend the limit of the standard of strength to thirty-five per cPnt. accordingly, and 
thus allow such WinPS to be admitted at the duty of one shilling per gallon, and afford encouragement to 
a most important industry in which so many colonists are engaged." 

. Mr. Fra_ncis-then moved and Sir, Henry Ayers seconded the following Resolution, which was unanimously 
agreed to; viz.- . · 

"That information having reached the Conference, that a new Treaty with France is under negotiation, it is 
desirable a communica1ion be transmitted by telegraph to the Secretary of' State for the Colouies; containing 
the substance of the preceding Address." . . . • . .. ,) · ::·• i· ;' 

Messrs. Langton and Vogel then brought up an Address to the Right Honorable the Secretary ofState fo~ the 
Colonies, on th~ subject of the acquisition or construction of through lines of Telegraphic Comrr,unication between 
{;areat .Britain, India,.a11d.Australasia; which having been put from the Chair, paragraph by paragraph, and amended 
in certain particulars, was unanimously agn•e<l to, as follows:-

" 'rhe Reprnsentntives of the Colonies of New South Wales, New Zealand, Queensland, South Australia, 
'l'asu,ania. Victoria, a11d Western Australia, in Conference assembled, in forwarding to the Right Honorable 
the Secretary of :::itate f,.r the Colon.ies the Resolution attached (which passed the Conference un9.nimously); 
dPsire to impress upon His Lordship their sense or its u, gency and importance, 

"The Governments of all the Australasian Colonies have taken charge of the lines of Telegraphic Communi
cation in their respective Colonies. Experie11ce has shown .that this course has enablell far greater 
facilities to be offered to those using the Telegraph, and at lower rates, than if the lines had been permitted 
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to pass into private hands,. 9r ,into the ha11ds of _public Companies. Her M a,iesty's. Government -have 
recently a<·quired the land lines within the United Kingdom; and the Conference believe,. from •tlm 
information tl .ey possess, that the change has been attended with success. 

"They are of opinion that the arguments' which may l>P. used in favour of Govc•rnments taking charge of the 
land lines within their teri-itories, apply with more force to tht,ir taking charge of' the means of com-
munication between the separate parts oft.he same Empire. . 

"The national objPcts sPrvl'd are too obvious to·need comment. It is submitted that tl1ry are sufficiently strong 
to be worthy of' consideration, even supposing the cummunication would have to be maintained at some 
pecuufory cost • 

. "But the proposal made by the Conference will in all probability not involve a loss. On the contrary, it' may 
equally be urgPd on the ground of economy as on that of good government. Her MajPst.y's subjects in 
the United I<i1,gdom. lndia, and Australasfo have now to me the JinPS in the hands of Joint Stock 
Companies, who look for rates to yield their .shareholde1·s from ten to fifrer.n ,.er cent. If the Govrrn
ments acquired the lines, they could obtain money at about fou1· per cent.; besirlus that, by .the use of Her 
Majesty's ships the lines could be mai11tained at less than the present cost of· maintenance.- Tlw Govern7 
rnents would, thcreforP, be able to offer the use of the Telegraph at lower rates than Joint Stock Coinpani~_s 
are inclined to do. When it is consirlerecl how matei-ially '1'elegn1phic Cqmmunicatiori promotl'S the 
prosperity of the Countries enjoyin:,r it, it may without exaggeratio" be a8sertcd that the proposal made 
by the Conference is one in the intere"t. of a large portion of Her Majesty's subjects. ·. · · 

"The Conference would prefer that Hn MajPsty's ~overnment should _elaborate the details; nncl thPy merely 
throw out as a sugg,•st.ion. that the Imperial ( iovernment, in conjunc1ion with t.he <:lovernmcnts of India and 
the Austrnla_sian Colo11ies, should jointly acqnire or construct a through )ii,e bPtween the Unitecl Kingdom~ 
Australia, and New Zealand, and by way of Her Majesty's Indian Possessions." 

Sir Henry Ayers then moved,-
" That as inconvenience is caused through Jett~rs to the various Australian ·colonies, posted for despatch by 

sea or overland, .intercolonially, being charged at different rates of postage, one uniform rat_e be adopted of 
threepenee for all letters, whether despatched overland or by ship; also, lhat the several Australian 
Colo11ies adopt one uniform rate on parcels and ·book packets, whether for despatch by sea or overland, 
intercolonially; viz.- . 

Not exceeding I oz ............ : .................... . 
I oz. but not exceeding 2 ozs. . ....•.. ." ....•........ 
2 oz. ,, ¾ lb ...........•..........• 
¼ lb. ,, ~ lb. • •••••••••.••...••..... 
½ lb. ,, ¾ lb. • ..•...........•...... 
¾ lb. ,, I lb. . .........•..•......• 

and so on, increasing 4d. for each_ ¼ lb. or fraction of a ¾- lb." 
After discussion, the Morion was amrnded as follows, and agreed to:-

s. d. 
0 1 
0 2 
0 4 
0 8 
1 0 
I 4 

" That as inconveniPnce is cau~ed through letters to the various Australian Colonies posted for despatch by sea 
or overland, intercolonhlly, beivg charged at differi,nt rates of posta~e, this Conference are of' opinion that 
one u,dform ratP should be adopt,,d, of two-pence, f,H all letters, whether dispatched overland or by ship-~ 
also, that the oeveral Australian Colonies adopt one uniform rate on parcels a11d book packets, whether 
for despatch by sea or overland, intercolnnially, to come into operation on 1st J auuary, ll:i74; viz.-

Not exceeding I oz .••.••........••..•..•....... _ ... 
I oz. but not exceeding 2 oz. . . . . . . . ......•........ 
2 ozs. ,, ¼ lb ...•.........•.••...••... 
¼ lb. ,, ½lb ........................ . 
~ lb. ,, ¾lb ......... -.............•..• 

. . ¾ lb. ,, . 1 lb ...................•..... 
and so on, increasing 4d. for each J lb. or fraction of a k lb. 

The Representatives of Tasmania and Western Australia did not vote. 
The Repres,•ntatives of New Zealand also did not vote. 

s. d. 
0 1 

·o 2 
0 4 
0 8 
I 0 
1 4 

:At the same tirne, they-desire it to be recorded that they will recommend the adoption of the Hesoluti011s to their 
Governments. · 

~' i • 

,., . 
. I' 

Mr. Samuel then proposed the following Resolution, which was seconded by Mr. Langton, and agreed to:-
"That wherPas letters which are too ·late for post are frequently handed to the captnins and the passengers of 

vessels trading betwfien the Australasian Colonies to post at their port of desti11ation, which letters, although 
they bear the required amount of pnstage stamps, are subjected to the payment of furLher postage in 
the Colony to which they. are addres,ed,-the Conference are of opinion that the captains of vessels 
should he permitted to have a box or bag- for the reception pf' letters .after the post shall have closed; and 
such letters, provided they bear the· proper amount of postage stamps of tl1e Colony in which they: 
originated, including the late fee, ~hall be received at the Post Office of the several Colonies, and delivered 
to the per~ons to w horn they may be addressed without any aclditional charge. ~tamps to be defaced in 
the Post Office of the Colony.to which-they are fonvar_ded. To come into operation on 31st March next." 

The Conference theu directed that the two Ad,lresscs to the Secretary of State should be engrossed. 
The Conference adjourned at half-,past-Four o'clock until the next day at Eleven o'clock. 

' HENRY PARKES, Cliairman.'. 
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"7EDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 1873. 

Present·:' 

New Soutlt Wales: The Honorable Henry Parke~. 
The Honorable Saul Samuel. · 

New Zealand: The Honorable Julius' Vogei. 
The Honorable W. H_. Reynolds. 

Queensland: The Honorable A. H. Palmer; 
The Honorable J. M. Thompson. 

South Australia: The Honorable ~ir Henry Ayers. 
The Honorable J. H. Barrow. 

Tasmania: The Honorable F. M. Innes. 
The Himorable J. M. Wilson. 

Victoria: The Honorable J. G. Francis. 
The Honorable E. Langton. 

Western Au.,tralia: The 1-Ionorable F. P . .Barlee. 
The Conference having met at Eleven· o'i;:lock, the Minutes of the Proceedings of yesterday were read and 

confirmed. 
'. The CommittPe appointed to consider the desirability of constituting a General Board to supervise the Lighting 
oftl1e Australasian coasts brought up their Report, which, after being considered by the Conference, ,vas unanimously 
adopted, on the mo1ion o~ Mr. Samuel, as follows :- · 

"The Committee appointed ·to consider the desirability of constituting a GeaPral Board to supervf~e the 
lighting of the Australasian coa•ts report that in their opinion 1he time has scarcely arrived· for the 
creation of Hil independent Board with Executive functions, but that it is di,sirable a meeting should be 
convened, consi~ting of thP. principal officers of the Marine Departme11ts of the several Oolonies; that the 
duties of such officers shall be to report to the Australasian Governments upon the state of the coast 
lig·hts, their management with regard to economy and efficiency, also where, in thPir judgment, new 
lights are required, and further to indicate the proportion in which the sevPral Colonies should con
triliute to the maintenance of those lights which may be considered highway lights, in distinction from 
those that are mereiy local. 'Ihe Committee recommend that as soon as the Governments. interested· 
have appointed their respective officers, their names be forwarc!fld to the Government of New·s_qut~ 
Wales, whose officer shall be authorised to convene the projected meeting." · '· 

Mr. Francis gave notice that he would .move, 011 the next day of meeting:-
" That as it is very essential a first clas~ Light-house should be established at Cape Bridgewater, on the south

west coast of Victoria, adjoining the Colony of South Australia, it is desirable the same should be 
erected, at the joint cost of-Victoria and South Australia, and be afterwards maintained by contributions 
from the various Australasian Colonies, based on the amount of tonnage of each Colony using the said 
Light." . , 

Mr. Parkes moved the following Resolution :-
" That in the event of the establishment of a Californian Mail Service, jncluding New Zealand, which- shall 

secure the·regular delivery of mails between a port in Australia and a port in England within forty-five 
days, thi, Conference is of opinion that each of' the .Australasian Colonies ought to contribute to the 
subsidy in rtt teab'e proportion to the amount of its mail matter carrieJ by such Service." . . 

After discussion, it was mover! by Mr. Langton, seconded by Mr. Vogel:-
" That in the opinion of the Conference it is not desirable to re-open the Postal Question." 

The Chairman then put the following Motion :-
" '!'hat the words proposed to be omitted stand part of the Question,"-

When it was negatived on the following division : -
AYES. 

Mr. Palmer, 
Mr. Thompson, 
Mr. Samuel, 
Mr. Parkes, 

NOES. 
Mr. Francis, 
Mr. Langton, 
Mr. Vogel, 
Mr. Reynolds, 
Mr. Barrow. 

Sir Henry Ayers, Mr. Innes, Mr. Wilson, 'Mr. Barlee, declined to vote. 
The Amendment was then put and carried. 
Mr. Barrow moved,-

" That it is desirable to terminate, as soon as possible, the present system of the Collection of Customs' 
Duties on the River Murray, and to substitute the payment of lump suins in lieu of" duties, the amounts 
to be arranged by the Colonies concerned on an equitable basis." Seconded uy Mr. Langton, and 
carried. nein. con. 

Mr. Innes then moved,-
" That it is desirable that a Common Tariff or Customs' Union be established between the Australian Colonies; 

_and the Delegates present pledge themselves to use their influence with their respective Governments to 
promote that ouject, provided this Resolution receives the concurrence of a sufficient number of Members 
to a:fford a reaso_nable hope that the object in view may be accomplished." Seconded by Mr. Wilson. 

When, after di~cus,ion, in which Mr. Samuel p,roposed the words "based upon the principles of Free Trade," 
after the word "Tariff"," in the first line, the following amended Resolution was proposed :- : 

"'fhat it is desirable that a Common Tariff", b~sed upon the principles of Free Trade ,and a.Customs' U:U:ion, 
be established between the. Australian Oolonies; aud the Delegates present pledge themselves to, use; 
their influence wi1h their respective Governments to promote these objects, provided this Resoh,1tion: 
receives the concurrence of a sufficient number of Members to afford a reasonable hope that the objects 
in view may -be accomplished." · 

"(2;) That the policy of Free 'frade as contemplated by this Resolution limits the imposition of Taxes to 
Revenue purposes only:'' · 
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Mr. Francis moved the previous Question, 
The Chairman rben put the following Motion,-Tbat the Question be now put-which was carried in the 

affirmative, 011 the following division:- · 
AYES. 

Mr. Innes, 
Mr. Wilson, 
Sir Henry Ayers, 
Mr. Harrow, 
Mr. ~arlee, 
Mr. Samuel, 
Mr. Parkes. 

NoEs. 
Mr. Frnncis, 
Mr. Langton, 
Mr. Vogel, 
Mr. Reynolds, 
Mr. Thomp8on, 
Mr, Palmer. 

Tbe Resolution, as amended, was imt and carried, the division being the same ns before. 

Mr. Francis proposed and Sir Henry Ayers seconded the following Resolution, which was unanimously 
agreed to:-

" That a Sub-Committee be appointed to consider and report upon the expediency of adopting a uniform 
1,ysrem of Excise Duties throughout Australasia, such Committee to consist of Messrs. Samuel, Langton, 
Vogel, and Barrow." 

Mr. Francis proposed the following Motion, which was carried unanimously :-
"That as it is expedient there should be uniform legislation throughout Australasia in regard to 'Patents,' 

the Law Officers of the Colony of Victoria be requested to prepare a Bill on the subject, which the 
Representatives of the several Colonies undertake-provided it is approved by their respective Law 
Offieers--to endeavour to pass into law.'' 

Mr. Palmer moved,-
" That it having been representecl to the Conference that the settlement of Somerset has been founded in the 

interests of humanity for the relief of distressed seamen, and that the sole cost of its m•tintenance, with 
the exception of £2000 contributed by the Imperial Govern,11ent, has for many years fallen upon 
Queensland,-tlrny are of opinion that the several Coloniee of the Australian group should contribute to 
the support of the settlement, in prop.ortion to the tonnage of ships clearing from each Colony for ports 
to which the usual route is through Torres Straits."-:-

Which after having been amended to read as follows, was, on the motion of Mr·. Palmer, seconded by Mr. 
Wilson, unanimously agreed to. 

"That it having been repre,ented to the Conference that the settlement or Somer.•et has been founded in the 
intel'ests of humanity for Ihe relief of di~tressed seamen, and that the sole cost of its m1iinteuance, with 
the exc:eption of £2000 contributed by the Imperial Government, has for many years fallen upon 
Queensland,--they are of opinion that the ~everal Colonies of the Australasian group should contribute to 
the support of the settlement, in proportion to the tonnage of ships clearing from each Colony for ports 
to which the usual route is through Torres Straits, and· that such representations should be ma,Je to the 
Imperial Government as may induce them to continue the subsidy which they have paid for the last 
two yea1·s.'' 

Mr. Palmer proposed and Mr. Thompson seconcled the following Resolution :-
" That the Chairman be requester! to tran~mit a copy of this R11solution to the Secretary of State for the 

Colonie:,, through His Excellency the Governor."-Carried unanimously. 

The Conference then appointed a Committee, consisting of Me,srs. Parkes, Langton, and Barrow, to draw up 
the Report of the business brought liefore the Conference. 

The Conference adjourned at half-past Four o'clock until Friday at Nine o'clock. 

HENRY PARKES, Chairman, 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 1873. 

P1·esent: 
New Soutli Wales: The H onorahle Henry Parkes. 

The l-lonorable Saul Samuel. 
New Zealand': Tl1101 Honorable .Julius Vogel. 

The Honorable W. H. RPynolds. 
Queensland: 'rhe H onorable A. H. Paln,er. 

The H onorable J. M •. Thompson. 
South Australia: The Honorahle Sir Henry Ayers. 

The HonoraLle J. H. Barrow, 
Tasmania: The Honorable F. M. Innes. 

The Honorable ,J. M. Wilson. 
Victoria: The Honorahle J. G. Francis. 

The Honorable E. Langton. 
Western Australia: The Honorable F. P. Barlee. 

The Conference having met at half-past Nine o'clock, the Minutes of the Proc·eedings of the 12th instant were 
read:and confirmed. 

Mr. Parkes (the Chairman) informed the Conference .that His Excellency Sir Hercules Robinson had duly 
forwarded to the Right Honorable the Secreta1·y of S1ate for the Colonie8 the telegram on the subject of Inter
colonial Commercial Reciprocity, forwarded to him for that purpose on the 11 th ins1ant. 

Mr. Palmer proposed and Mr. Reynolds seconded the following Resolution, which was agreed to:-
:." 'fhat the Minutes:being silent as to the .Votes given on ::\fr. Langton's Motion, No. 5, of the Proceedings 

of the 7th instant, the Motion t,e now put with a view to supply the deficiency,"- . 
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And the same having been put, resulted in the following division :

Mr, Innes did not vote. 

AYES. 
:Mr. Francis, 
Mr. Langton, 
Sir Henry Ayers, 
Mr. Barrow, 
Mr. Wilson, 
:j.\i.r. Barlee. 

NOES. 
Mr. Vogel, 
Mr. Reynolds, 
Mr. Palmer, 
Mr. Thompson, 
Mr. ::lamuel, 
Mr. Parkes. 

The numbers being equal, and the Chairman not having a casting vote, no decision was arrived at. 
Mr. Francis moved :-

" That, as it is. very essential a first class Light-house should be established at . Cape Bridgewater, on the 
south-west _coast of Victoria, adj11ining the Colony ot South Australia, it is desirable the same should be 
erected, at the joint cost ot Victoria and South Australia, and Le afterwards maintained by contributions 
from the various· Australasian Colonies, based on the amount of tonnage of each Colony using the said 
Light." · 

When, after discussion, Mr. Barrow proposed and Sir Henry Ayers seconded the following amended Resolution, 
which was- carried unanimously :-· . · . 

"That, as it is very e~sential a first class Light-house should be established at Cape Bridgewater, on the 
south-west coast of Victoria, adjoining the r.olony of South Australia, this Confereuce determine to refer 
this que,tion to the immediate consideration of the Committee to be appointed on the subject of Light
houses, the Victorian Delegates· having expressed their willingness to· pay· half the cost of the erection, 
and to contribute to its maintenance in proportion to the tonnage of Victorian shipping using the Light." 

Mr. Vogel proposed the following Resolution, but did not press the same, in consequence of the Chairman 
(Mr. Parkes) considering that it was not fair to New South Wales:- . 

"That immediately before the Report of the Conference is sie:ned, the Resolutions which have been carried on 
Postal Services be telegraphed to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, with a statement showing what 
Colonies have voted for and against each Resolution, and a request that His Lordship will communicate 
the Resolutions to the Agents-General of the several Australasian Colonies; the telegram also to state that 
the Honorable Mr. Parkes desired the Secretary of ~tate to know that the Representatives of New 
South Wales handed in a protest against the change of Terminus." 

The Committee appointed to draw up the Report of the proce,edings of the Conference submitted the same, 
which having beeQ read over paragraph by paragraph, and amended in certain particulars, was finally approved, 
and signed by the Members of the Conference. 

Mr. Francis proposed and Mr. Vogel seconded the fol10wing Resolution:-
" That the thanks of the Conference be given to the Chairman, Mr. Parkes, for the great services he has 

· rendered in the arduous am! important position he has occupied as Chairman of the Conference"
which was unanimously carried. 

Mr. Reynolds proposed and Mr. Barlee seconded the following Resolution :-
" That the Chairman be requested to convey the thanks of the Conference to A. C. Budge, Esq., Clerk of the

Executive Council, for the efficient services rendered by him as Secretary." 
The Conference then adjourned sine die. 

HENRY PARKES, Chail'man. 
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INTERCQLONIAL CONFERENCE, . 187-3. 

ME11WRANDu111 laid before the Conference_ by MR. SAMUEL on the · Estimated Cost of the three 
· Mail Services to Europe. 

Estimated Cost ofth1·ee i"Wai_l Lines.from Europe. 

· I. Galle and Sydney, via King G~orge's Sound, Glenelg, and Melbourne •••• 
2. San Francisco and Melbourne, via Honolulu and Fiji, and including Service 

to New Zealand •.•••••.•••• ,' ..••••••••••••••••.•••• , •••••••••••• 
3. Singapore, Batavia, and _Sydney, via Brisbane and Queensland Ports 

Less estimated Subsidies or Contributions from-
The Imperial G:overnment ••••.••••••.•••...•••• 
Honolulu •••••.•.••••••••• , •••••••••••• , ••••••• 
Fiji ••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••.• _ •••••••• _ •••• 

£60,000 
5000 
aooo 

------

INTERCOLONIAL CONFERENCE, 1873. 

[Laid before the Conference by MR. SAMUEL.] 

·No. 1. 

£100,000' 

60,000 
25,000 

£185,000 

68,000 

£117,000 
--·- -=-., 

'·) 

DEPARTURE from London and arrival a,t Sydney and Melbourne, departure from London and arrival at 
Sydney, alt~rnating every 14 days. 

Via Brindisi. Via California. 

46 days to Melbourne, 48 days to Sydney. . 
49 days to Sydney. 51 days to Melbourne. 

Leave Arrive Leave Arrive 

London, Melbourne, Sydney, London, Sydney, Melbourne, 
F1·iday, 8·50 p.m. Tuesday, 9 p.m. Frid~y, 3 p.m, Friday, 8·50 p.m, Thursday. Sunday. 

24 Jan. 1873 II Mar. 1873 14 Mar. 1873 7 Feb. 1873 27 Mar. 1873 30 Mar. 1873 
21 Feb. 8 April. 11 April. .7 Mar, 24 April. 27 April. 
21 Mar. 61\'ldy. 9Mav. 4 April. 22 May. ~5 May. 
18 April. 3 June. 6 Jun·e. 2 May. 19 June. 21 June. 
16 May. 1 July. 4 July. ::lO May. 17 July. 20 July. 
13 June. 29 July. I Aug. 27 June. 14 Aug. 17 Aug. 
11 July. 26 Aug. 29 Aug .. 25 July. 11 Sept. 14 Sept. 
-8Aug. 23 Sept. 26 Sept. 22 Aug. 9 Oct. 12 Oct. 
5 Sept, 21 Oct. 24 Oct. 19 Sept. 6 Nov. 9 Nov. 
3 Oct .. 18 Nov. 21 Nov. 17 Oct. 4Dec. 7 Dec. 

31 Oct. 16 Dec. 19 Dec. 14 Nov. 1 Jan. 1874 4 Jan. 1874 
28 Nov. 13 Jan. 1874 16 Jan, 1874- 12 Dec. 29 Jan. 1 Feb; 
26 Dec. 16 Feb. 13 Feb. 9 Jan, 1874 27 Feb. 1 Mar. 
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No. 2. 

DEPARTURE from Sydney and Melbourne and arrival at London, departure from Sydney and arn\t~} ~t 
London, alternating every 14 days. 

Via Brindisi. Via California. 

48 days from Sydney and 45 days from Melbourne 7 times 
48 days from Sydney. in the year, and 50 days from Sydney and 47 days from Mel-

bourne fo1• remai11in$' 6 times. 51 days from ~lelbourne. 

Leave Ap:ive Leave A~~v~ 

Sydney, Melbourne, London, Melbourne, Sydney, London, 
Tuesd_ay, 11 a.m. Friday, 2 p.m. MoI/day, 2 p.m. Satur_day. Tu_e_sday. Monday. 

' ,!,\',,: 

--
28 Jan. 1873 31 Jan. 1873 17 Mar. 1873 8 Ffb. 1873 11 Feb. 1873 31 Mar. 1873 
25 Feb. 28 F,,b. 14 April. 5 April. 11 Mar. 28. April'· 
2.j Mar. 28 Mar. 12 May. 3 M11y·; s April 26 ~Liy''. 
20 April. 2:3 Apri_l 9 June. 31 May. 6 May. 23 June. 

Sun. 18 .M_ay. Wed.21 May. 7 July. 8 Mar. 3 June. 21 Jtfly. 
15 June. 11-1 June. 4 Aug. 28 iunc. I .July. 18 ,4~ig. 
13 ,July. 16 July. 1 Sept. 26 July. 29 Jt!,ly. 15 S~i'i,t. 
10 Aug. 13 Aug. 29 Sept. 23 Atig. 26 4,ug. rn Oct. 

7 Sept. 10 Sept. 27 Oct. 20 SPpt. 23 f~_ept. 10 ~.o.y. 
Tues. 7 Oct: Fri. 10 Oct. 24 No:v. 18 Oct. 21 Oct. 8 Jl~Q- . 

4 Nov. 7 Nnv. 22 Dec. 15 Nov. 18 Nov. 5 Jan. 1s1, 
2 DPc. 5 DPc. 19 ,Jan. 1874 13 Dec. 16 Dec. 2 F,-b. 

30 Dt;C. 2 Jan. 1874 16 Feb. 
' 

· lo Jau. 1874 13 Jai;i. 1874, 2 Mar. ',,, -

No. _3. 

DEPARTURE from Sydney and Melboume and arrival at London, departure from Melbourne, alternating 
every 14 days. · · · ·· · · 

,id I?rindisi. Via Califo,rnia. 

48 days frr,m Sydney and 45 days frpm M elb9urne 7 times 
th d 5 l I f ' d d 47 d fr l\i I m e yeur, an c ays :om ':Sy ney a~ ays 'Olll e-

51 days from Melbourne. bonrne for remaining 6 tim_es. 
48 daf.•fi-om Sydney 

.. . . 

I Leave Arrive },eave Arrive 

,I: 

Sydney, Melbourne, London, 11-Ielbourne, Sydney, London, 
Tuesday, 11 a.m. Friday, :l p.m. 

' 
Monday, 2·a.,m. Friday, _2 p.m._ l\1o\lday. s~~~!'.-

2H Jan. 1873 31 Jan. 1873 17 l\far. 1873 14 Feb. 1873 17 Feb. 1873 
... 

6 April, 1873 
25 Feb. 28 Feb. 14 April. 14 Mar. 17 Mar. 4 May. 
25 Mar .. 28 Mar. 12 .May. 11 April. 14 April. ' 1 June. 

Sun. 20 A pril. Wed. 23 A1,ril. 9 June. 9 ~·lay. 12 May. 29 June, 
18 May. 21 .May. 7 July. 6 June. 9 June, ; 27 July. 
15 June. 18 .June. 4Aug. 4Jtily; 7 July. 24 Aug. 
13 July. 16 J1i1y; I S~pt. 1 ·Aug. __ 4 Arg. .2.1 St'pt. 
10 Aug. 13 Aug. 29 Sept. 20 Aug •.. l Sept. 19 Oct. 
7 SPpt. 10 Sept. 27 Oct. 26 .Sept. 29 Sept. 16 Nov. 

Tues. 7 Oet. Fri. 10 Oct. 24 N~v. .24 Oct. . . 27 Oct. 'i4 Dec. 
4 Nov. 7. Nov. 22.Dec. 21 Nov. 2-l Nov. ' :il J !Ill, 1874 
2 Dec. 5 De<'. I 19 Jan. 1874 19 Dec. 22 Dec. 

' 
8 Feb. 

30 D<·c. 2 Jan. 1874 16 Feb. 17 Jan. 1874 20 Jan. 187.4 8 Mar. 
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No .. 4. 

·ARRIVAL at J.¾:elbourne from London and Sydney,. arrival alternating at Melbourne every 14 days;. 

.Yid Brindisi .. Via California . 

46 days to Melbourne. 48 days to Sydney .. 
49 days to Sydney. 51 days to Melbourne. 

·. 

Leave· Al'l'ive· Leave Arrive 

London, Melbourne, Sydney, London, 1,;ydney, 1\!clbourne, 
Friday, 8·50 p.m. Tuo~day, !J p.m. :Friday. Sunday. Saturday. Tuesday. 

24 Ja11. 1873 11 Mar 1873 14 Mar. 1873 16 Feb. 1873 5· April, 1873 8 April, 1873 
21 FAb. 8 April. 11 April. 16 M11r. 3 May. 6 May. 
21 Mar. 6 May., 9 May. 13.April .. 31 May. 3 Juue. 

.. 18 April. 3June. 6 June . 11 May. 28 ,June. 1 July. 
J6·Muy. 1.Jnly. 4 July. 8 June .. 26July. 20 J·1ly. 
13·Ju11e. 20J11ly. I.Aug, 6 July. 23 Ang. 26 Aug. 
11 July. 2WAug. ~9 Aug. 3 Aug. 20 Sept. 23 Sept. .. 
8Aug., 2a Sept. 26.S .. pt. 31 A11g.· J8·Oct. 21 Oct. 
5Sept. 21 ·0ct. 24 Oct. 2:-l ::,ppt. 15 Nov. 18 Nov. 
3 Oct. 18 Nov. 21.Nov. 26 Oct. 13 Dec. io Dec .. 

31 Oct. 16 Dec. 19 Dec. 23 Nov. 10 Jan. 1874 1.3 Jnn. 1874 
28 Nov. 13 Jan. 1874 16 Jan. 1874 21 Dee .. 7 Feb. 10 Feb. 

. 26·Dec. 10 Feb, 13 Feu .. 18 Jan. 1874 7 . .l'lar . 10 Mai·. 

By tak:ng Tnblr No. I, by which the arrfoa!s at Sydney would alternate every 14 days, and Table No. 3, by_ 
which the departure;; from MelbournP would alteruate every fourteen da) s, we have the following result:-

Leave London ••••........••.•...••... 
ArdvP Sydney ...•....••••••.••••..... 
.Arrive Meloounie ....•.•...••••.....•.. 

Le11ve M Plbourne •••••..•.••......•...• 
Leave Sydney . • . • . • • . • • • . . . . . . • •.•. 
Arrive London .•••....••• , •••• , •••.••. 

Lrave Lonclnn . . ..•• , , ••• , ..••••.. ; •.. 
Arrive S, dney ...•..• , .•••........••.. 
Arrive Melbourne .•••••• , •..•.•....••. 

Leave MPlbourne •••••..•..••••••••••.. 
L,·ave SydnPy . . . • ... ; .••............. 
Arrive London- ...••.••••..........•••. 

Leave.London ....••...•.......••• ;, .. 

Vi/1 Brindisi. 

24 .Jan. 1873 
14 Mar . 
11 i.\1ar. 

28 Mar; 
25 Mar. 

. 12 May. 

16 May. 
4 July. 
1 July •. 

. 16 July, 
13.July. 

I SPpt. 

5 Sept. 

Viii California. 

7 Feb. 1873 
27 :\'iar. 
30 Mar. 

1 l April. 
14 April. 

I June • 

30 Mav. 
17 July. 
20 July. 

1 Aug-. 
4 Aug. 

21 Sept. 

19 Sept. 

The drfi•ct in this arrnng-ement is, that the mail~ vid California· would leave London .. ahout two days before the 
arrival,ofthe lnw11rd mail.vid California, thus preclurlmg a reply. 

Wfa1rea.•, by Tables Nos. I and 2, Londo11, Sydney, and Mell,ourile would huve a reasonable time allowed for 
reply,.as will ue seen frnm the following; viz.-

Lrave ;Lon.don· ..•.•. _ .••.•••••.•...•.••... 
ArrivP; S:vdnPy ....••..... ; ••..•... ., ..••• 
Arrive. Mt-lbuurne_ ...••.••••.....•••..... 

Leave ,Melbourne ...•.....••.....•.••.. 
Leave :sydney ...•...................... 
A.rrive' Lundon · ..••.....•......•.•.•••. 

leave :London .. ,., ......•.•..•..••.•....•. , . 
Arrive'.Sydney ....•........•........... 
Arrive Melbourne , ..•.•••.....•••.. ; •.. 

Leave l\'Ielbourne ...•....•••...•...•..• 
Lea\·e Syrlrn•y ...••.•..••.....•. , ..... . 
Arrive London ..••....••••.•• · .....••.. 

Leave London •.• , . . • • . . • • . • ..•••.... 

Vift Brindisi. 

24 Jan. 1873 
14 Mar. 
II.Mar., 

28 Mnr. 
25 Mar. 
12 May. 

16.Mny .. 
4 July. 
1 July. 

16 July. 
13 July. 
l Sept.-

5 Sept. 

Viil California. 

7 Feb. 1873 
27 Mar. 
30 Mar. 

5 April. 
8 April. 

26 Muy. 

30 May. 
17 July. 
20 July. 

26 ,July. 
29 July. 
15 Sept. 

19 Sept. 
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INTERCOLONIAL CONFERENCE;. 1873; 

AiJ1XEfESSES. to the Righi Honorable the Secre_tary of State f~r tlie Colonies, adopted· by tlii 
Representatives of the several Australian Colonies. 

No. I. 
INTERCOLONIAL Commercial Recipl'ocity. 

To the Right Honor_able the Secretary of State for the Colonies. . 
. The ReprPsentath•es·of.the Colonies of New South '\'aln,, New Zealand, Queensland, South Australia, Tasmania,' 

Victoria, and.Western Australia, assembled in Co1ift.r1•nce i11 Sydney, have carefully" considered the correspondence'. 
which has _taken place between the Right HonorablP the Si,cretary of' State for the· Colonies,· and their seyeral' 
Governments, upon the subject ,of lntercolonial CommPrci11l Reciprocity. The Conf'er1mcP, having given-respectful 
attention to'the·argi1merits used by· the Secretary of StatP, still consider it their dut.y to urge upon the Imperial· 
Government the ·removal of the re~trictions which preclude two or more Colonies of the Australasian Group from: 
entering into arrangeme'nts f'or·the ·admission of ai·ticles the growth, produce, or manufacture of any part of·Australia• 
or New Zealand, upon terms to which they may mutually agree. 

The Conference express their earnP~t hope that fipr M3;j~sty's 'Government will introduce, at as early a date as 
possible, the nece~sary measure of lugis!atiou to give effect to the wishes of the Conference. 

Signed at Sydney, the 14th day of .February, 1873. 

HENRY PARKES, 
Colonial Secretary, 

SAUL SAMUEL, 
Vice-President of the 

Executive Council, 

JULIUS VOGEL, . l . 
. Colonial Treasurer and 

Postmaster-General, New Zealand. 
WILLIA ;\1 H. REYNOLDS, 

Commissioner of Customs, 
A. H; PALMER, 

·Col,,ni"l Secretary, 
J. MALBON THOMPSON, 

Secretary for Pul.Jlic Lands, 
HENRY AYERS, 

Chief Secretary, 
JOHN H. BARROW, 

Treasurer, 
FREDK. M. IN~ES, 

,Colonial Trensurer, 
J. M. WlLSON,: M.L.C. 
Ji\S. G. FRANCIS, 

Chief :3ecretary, 
EDWARD LANGTON, 

Treasurer, 
FRED. P. BARLEE, 

CoJonitil Secretary, 

} Queensland. 

} South Australia. 

}Tasmania. 

} Victoria. 

} Western Australia. 
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No. 2. 

JJUTY on A~st;alian Wines imported into tlie United Kingdom. 

To the Right Honornble the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
The Bepre-entntives of the C'olor,ies of New South Wules, New ZPaland, QuePnsland, South Au~t.ralia, 'Pnsmania, 

Victoria, and w,..stern Austrnlia respectfully rrqu,·st the I111p,-rial Government t_o take into ,·._omidcrat_ion the l!re,)t 
dis~dvantage undPr which the vinegro._yers of Australia Jabour with respect to duty charged on the admission of their 
Wines into the United KingdCJm. · · 

The natural 11lcoholic strength of Australian Wines is grnerally in excess of tw1mty-six per cent. of proof spirit, 
on which the duty of two shillings a11d sixpence is rmyaule,-a rate which is almost prohibitory of the import of 
wine from Australia into the United Kingdom. · · 

A large proportion of the Win.es of F_ra_nce and Germany Peldom reach the _standard of twenty-six per cent. of. 
proof spirit, and ar·e therefore admitted at the lowest duty of 011e shilling per gallon. . 

Lari,?e quantities of Wine are being produced in the Australasian Colonies, greatly in excess of the coii
sumption of their i_nhabitants. imd a very eonsir.leruble ,expnrt could hr. made to the United Ki11gtlom it the stan~ar~ 
qf strength, at whieh the higher 4µty of _two sliillings and sixpe11ce is charged, .was increased from twenty-sue to 
tµirty-five per ce.nt. of proof sp,i_rit. . · 

The Rrpresentntives of t!u, Colo~ies in Conference therefore tru.st thnt the Secretary o,f State will take tl,e 
necessary str,ps to extend the limit of the stnnrlard of stningth 10 thirty-five per c<'_nt. accordingly,_ ,and th_us allow 
such Wirn•s to be admitted nt the duty of one shilling per gallon, and afford encourng~ment .to a most importaqt 
industry in which so many colonists are engaged. · · , 

Signed at Sydney, the 14th day of February, 1873. 

HENBY.PARKES, ·i . 
Colnnin I Secretary, 

SAUL SAMUEL, New South Wales. 
Vice-President of the 

Executive Council, 

JULIUS VOGEL, l 
Colonial Treasurer and 

Postmaster-General, New Zealand. 
WILLIAM H. REYNOLDS, · 

Commissioner of Customs, 

~H. PALMER, } 
Colonial Secretnry, d 

J. MALBON THOMPSON, Queenslan . 
Secretary for Public Lands, 

Chief Se,·retary, South Australia. 
HENRY AYERS, } 

JOHN H. BA lUWW, 
Treasurer. 

FR_EDK. M_. INNES, 
Colonial Treasurer, 

J. M. WILSON, M.L.C., 
JAS. G. FHANCIS, 

<;hief :-ecrerary, 
EDWARD LANGTON, 

Treasurer, 
FRED. P. BARLEE, 

Colouial Secretary, 

No. 3. 

}Tasmania. 

}Victoria. 

} Western Australia. 

ACQUISITION or Construction ef througli Line ef T('[egrapltic Communication between Great Britain, 
India, and Australasia. 

To-the Right Honorable the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
'rhe Rep1·esentntives of che C1Jlonies of New South \'Vales, New Zealand, Queensland, South Australia, Tasmania,' 

Victoria, a11d W,,stern Austral'a, in Confert>nce a~semuled, i11 f.,rwardi11g to the Right Honorable the Secretary '?f 
State f.,r the Colonies the Hesolution attached (which passed the Conference ummimously), dnsire to impress upon His 
Lordship then· se11se of its u1ge11cy and importance. · 

The Governments of all the Australa~ian Colonies have taken charge of the lines of Telegraphic Communication 
in their respective Colonies. E-.:pel'ie11ce has shown th .. t this ,·ourse has enabled far gre,1te1· facilities to be offered to 
those usin! the Telegraph, and at lower rates, than if' the lines had been permitted to pass into priv .. te lmnrls, or 
into the ha .. ds of' pulilic Compa11ies. Her Majesty's Government have recently m·quired the land li11es within the 
United Kingdom ; and the Conference believe, from the iuformution they possess, that the chaugc has been 
attended w,th success. 

They are of opinion that the arguments which may be used in favour of Govl'rnments taking charge _of ~he 
land liues within their territories, apply with more force to their tuking charge of the means of commumeatwn 
betwt>en the separati, parts of the same Empire. 

The national objf'cts servi,d are foo obvious to need comment. It is submitted that tlwy are sufficiently sti:ong 
to be worthy of CJn,iueration, even Bupposing the communication would have to be maintuiued at some pecuuiary 
cost. · 
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But the proposal made by the Conference will in all probability not involve a loss. On the contrary, it may· 

equally be urged on the ground of economy as on that of good government. Her Majesty's subjects in the United 
Kingdom, India, and Australasia have now to me the lines in the hands of Joint Stock Companies, who look 
for rates to yield their shareholders from ten to fifteen per cent. If the Governments acquired the lines, they 
could obtain money at about four per cent. ; besides that, by the use of Her Majesty's ships the Jines could be 
maintained at less than the present cost of maintenance. The Governments would, therefore, be able to offer the use 
of the Telegraph at lower rates than Joint Stock Companies are inclined to do. When it is considered how 
materially Telegrapbic Communication promotes the prosperity of the Countries enjoying it, it may without 
exaggeration be asserted that the proposal made by the Conference is one in the interest of a large portion of Her 
Majesty's subjects. 

The Conference would prefer that Her Majesty's Government should elaborate the details; and thr.y merely 
throw out as a suggestion, that the Imperial Government, in conjunction with the Governments of India and the 
Australasian Colonies, should jointly acquire or construct a through liue between the United Kingdom: Australia, 
and New Zealand, and by way of Her Majesty's Indian Possessions. 

Signed at Sydney, the 14th day of February,· 1873. 

HENRY PARKES, ) 
Colonial Secretary, f 

SAUL SAMUEL, SNew South Wales. 
Vice-President of the · 

Executive Council, 

JULIUS VOGEL, . l 
Colonial Treasurer and 

Postmaster-General, 'New Zealand. 
WILLIAM H. REYNOLDS, . 

Commissioner of Customs, 

A. H. PALMER, 1· 
Colonial Secretary, Q l d 

J. MALBON THOMPSON, ueens an . 
Secretary for Public Lands, 

HENRY AYERS, 1 
Chief Seeretary, South Australia_. 

JOHN H. BARROW, 
Treasurer, 

FREDK. M. INNES, } 
· Colonial Treasurer, Tasmania. 

J. M. WILSON, M.L.C., 
J.AS. G. FRANCIS, 

Chief Secretary, 
EDWAHD LANGTON, 

'l'reasurer, 
FRED. P. BARLEE, 

Colonial Secretary, 

RESOLUTION REFERRED TO. 

1 Victoria. 

} Western Australia. 

3. Mr. Vogel then moved and Mr. Barlee seconded the following Resolution, which wai, unanimously agreed 
to:-

" That this Conference, representing the Governments of the several Australasian Colonies, desire to express to 
the Right Honorable the Secretary of State their willingness and anxiety to co-operate with the Imperial 
Government in the acquisition or construction of through Lines of Telegraphic Communication between 
Great .Britain, India, and Australasia." 

(Signed) HENRY PARKES, Cltairman. 

No. 4. 
INVESTMENT ef Trust Funds in Colonial Government Secu1·ities. 

To the Right Honorable the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
The Representatives of the .Australasian Colonies, assembled in Conference, desire urgently to impress upon the 

Right Honorable the Secretary of State for the Colonies the very great and unnecessary disadvantages to which, as 
it appears to them, the Colonies are subjected, through Trustees in the United Kingdom not being at liberty to invest 
Trust Funds in Colonial Government Securities. 

When Trustees act under instruments which do not expressly exclude or include certain Securities, their 
discretion as to investment is still limited by certain Acts of Parliament. They may invest in Securities guaranteed 
by Parliament, in Securities authorised by Ge_neral Order of the Court of Chancery, in Parliamentary 8tocb, 
in Public Funds or Government Securities. They are also allowed to invest in Indian unguaranteed Stocks; and 
lately they have been permitted to invest in Railway Securities. 

It'is submitted by the Conference, that legislative pi-ovision should be made, in virtue of which Trust_ees would 
be at liberty to invest in Colonial Government Securities. There can be no reason why the Securities of the 
Colonies should not be placed upon as favorable a footing as the unguaranteed Securities of India. 

'fhere are numerous cases of persons who reside in the Colonies, beneficially interested in Trust Funds in the 
United Kinadom, who desire that such Funds should be investee! within the Colony in which they reside. The Trust 
Deeds do ngt prohibit such a course, yet the Trustees, in the absence of the suggested Legislative provision, find them
selves unable to comply with the wishes _qf f!i.ose on behalf of whom they act, 
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The enormous 'accumulations ·of Trust Moneys would make the meas'ure now suggested ·one •of ·great con-
venience ·to a large number of Her Majesty's subjects residing in the United Kingdom. . 

The Conference ea-rnestly urges the ·secretary of State to take the steps necessary to .give effect "to this rcpre• 
sentation. 

"signed at Sydney, the 14th day of February, 1873. 

HENRY PAR~ES, } 
_ , . . Cplon)O:l Sec1'etnry, ·. 
SAUL SAMUEL, New'South Wales. 

Vice-President of the 
£.xee'u'ti v.e 'Council, 1 

JULIUS. YOG-tL, . ~ 
Colonial Treasin'er and . 

. 'Postrposter-General, New Zealand, 
WILLIAM H. REYNO'LDS, 

Commissioner of Customs, · 
A; ·H. PALMER, 
. . . Co)oniul Secretary, 
J·. MALBON THOMPSON, 

Secretary for Public Lands, 
HENRY ,AYERS, 
. . . , Chief Secretary, 

JO.RN H. BARROW, 
Trearnrer, 

'FREDK, M. INNES, 
. , . Colonial Treasurer, 
J.M. WILSON, M.L.C., 
JAS. \G. FRANCIS, 

Chief Secretary, 
·EDWARD ·LANGTON, 

Treasurer, 
·FRED. P. ilARLEE, 

Colonial Secretary, 

JAMES BARNARD, 
·GOVERNMENT l'IIINTim, TASI\I.ANU., 

J Queensland. 

J South A ustrulia. 

}Tasmania. 

J Victoria. 

} W estcrn Australia. 


