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SELECT COMMIT_T_EE r:,ppointed, o"!' the 28th August, 1885, to enqnire into and 
repm·t upon the Administration of Charitable Grants in Tasmania; with power to 
call for Persons and Paper~. 

M.EMBERS OF THE COMl\-1:I'l''.I'EE. 

MR. BELBIN. 
MR. CROWTHER. 
M-R. DAVIES. 
MR. H.4.RTNOLL. 

DAYS OF MEETING. 

MR. PILLIN<tER. 
l\ht. RJUBBT. 
MR. BIRD. (Mover.) 

Thursd3:y, 3rd September; Tuesday, 8th September; Thursday, 10th September; Friday, 11th Septtnnber; 
• Friday, 1'8th September; Wednesday, 7th October; Wednesday, 14th October; Thursday, 29th October. 

WITNESSES EXAMINED. 

Mr. J. Morris, Rev. J. W. Simmons, Mr. 'r'V. J. Catley, Mr. E. L. Ditcham, Mr. J. Withri1tgton, Mr. J. O'Boyle
1 Mr. W. Witt, Mr. Alfred Jones. 

EXPENSES OF WITNESSES. 

Mr. E. L. Ditcham, £5 61.; :Mr. ·A. Jones, £4 5s. 

M I NUTE S O F ME ET I NG S. 

The Committe!) met at 11 A.M. 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 1885. 

Present-Mr.'Bird, :M:r. Fillinger, Mr. Crowther. 
Mr. Bird was voted to the Chair. 
Resolved, That the following witnesses be summoned to attend and give evidence before the Committee :-Mr. 

Morris, Secretary to _the General Hospital, .. Hobart, on Tuesda:,:, the 8th instant, at 11 A.M.; the Rev. 1. W. 
Simmons, Chairman of the Hobart Benevolent Society, on Tuesday, the 8th instant, at 11·30 A.M.; Mr. 1Vithrington, 
Superintendent New Town Charitable Institu;;ion, on Tuesday, the 8th instant, at 12 noon; Mr. W. J. Catley, 
Inquiring Officer Charitable Grants, on Tuesday, the 8th instant, at 2·30 l'.M.; Mr. E. L. Ditcham, Chairman 
Launceston Benevolent Society, on Thursday, ~he 10th instant, at 11 A.M. 

Resolved, That the Hon. the Chief Secreta1'.y be requested to forward the following papers :-(1) Correspon
dence between the Government and the Benernlent Society relative to the handing over of the Out-door Relief 
System to the_ Society. · (2) Correspondence between the Government and the. Hobart General Hospital Board and 
the Administrator of Charitable Grants, relative to fees charged to patients in the Hobart General Hospital. 

The Committee adjourned until Tuesday, the 8th inst., at 11 A.M. 
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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 1885. 

"The Committee met at 11 A.H. 

Present-Mr. Belbiri, Mr. Crowther, Mr. Davies, Mr. Bird (Chairman). 
The Minutes. of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 
Mr. J. Morris, Secretary to the Hobart Geneml Hospital, was called in and examined. 
Mr. Morris withdrew. 
The Rev. J. W. Simmons was called in and examined. 
Mr. Simmons withdrew. 

The Committee adjourned till 2·30 P,M. ; and, having re-assembled, -
Mr. W. J. Catley was called in and examined. 
Mr. Catley withdrew. 

• Ordered, That Mr. J. O'Boyle' be summoned to give evidence before the Committee on Thursday, the 10th 
·mstant, at 2·30 P.M. 

The Committee adjourned till Thursday, the 10th instant, at 11 A,M. 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 101 1885. 
The Committee met at 11 A.M. 

Present-Mr. I-iartnoll, Mr. Fillinger, Mr. Belbin, Mr. Bird (Chairman). 
The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 
The Chairman laid the following. papers on the ·table :--(1) Correspondence between the Government and the 

Benevolent Society relative to the handing over the Out-door Relief System to the Society. (2) Corres11ondence 
between the GoTernment and the Hobn:rt Hospital Board ·and the Administrator of Charitable Grants, relative to 
fees charged to patients in the Hobart Hospital. 

Mr. Ditcham, Chairman of the_ Launceston Benevolent Society, was called in and exami~ed: 
Mr. Ditcham withdrew. 
The Committee adjourned till 2·30 r.M. 
The Committee reassembled at 2·30 P.x. 
Mr. John ·withrington, Superintem;lent of the New Town Charitable Institution, was called in and examined. 

· Mr. Withrington withdrew. . 
Ordered, That Mr; J. O'Boyle be summoned to give evidence before .the Committee on Friday, the 11th instant, 

at 2•30 P.~[. · . 

The Committee adjourned till Friday, the 11th instaut, at 11 A.111. 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER ll, 1885. 
The Committee met at 2·30 P.H. 

Present-Mr. Bird (Chairman), Mr. Davies, Mr. Hartnoll, and Mr. Belbin. 
Mr. John O'Boyle, Administrator of Charitable Grants, was called and examined. 
Mr. O'Boyle withdrew. 
Thi' Committee adjourned at 3·50 r.M. till Wednesday. 

·FRIDAY; SEPTE~IBER 18, 1885. 

The Committee met at 12 noon. 
Pre!ent-l\iessrs. Bird (Chairman), Hartnoll, Fillinger, and Dr. Crowther. 
The Mmutes of the lMt meeting were read and confirmed. 
Mr.· ,vithriugton was recalled and examined. 
Mr. Withrington withdrew. 
Rev. J. W. Simmons was recalled and examined. 
Mr. Simmons withdrew, promising to forward some suggestions to the Committee fin·: conducting the Lying-in 

Hospital. · 
It was decided that Mr. A. Jones, Superintendent of the Launceston Charitable Institutioni be summoned to 

_give evidence. · , -
-The Committee adjourned at l ·5 P,M,, 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7, 1885. 

The Committee met at 11 A.M. 

Pi•esent-Messrs. Bird, Reiby, Hartnoll. 
l\fr. Bird was votep. to the Chair. 
The Minutes of the la'st meeting were read and confirmed. 
Mr. William Witt was called in and examined, 



:Mr ... Witt suLmitted two ledgers containing statements of cases in the Lying-in Establishment. 
Mr. Witt withdrew. 

Ordered, 'l'hat Mr. Jones be summoned to give evidence on ·wednesday, Hth instant. 
·The Committee adjourned at 12 o'clock noon. 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14, 1885. 
·The Committee met at 11 A.11r. · 

Present-Messrs. Bird (Chairman), FilliI,ger, Reibey, and Ifartnoll. 
'J'he Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 
Ordered, That the evidence taken by the Committee be printed. 
Mr. Alfred Jones, Superintendent of the Launceston Invalid Depot and Gaol, was called and examined. 
Mr. Jones withdrew. 
The Committee adjourned at 12 o'clock. 

The Committee met at 11 A.H. 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 29, 1885. 

P1·esent-Mr. Fillinger, Mr. Hartnoll, Mr. Bird (Chairman). 
The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 
The Committee deliberated. 

Ordered, That the correspondence between the Govemment and the Beneyolent Society relating to proposals 
for the greater efficiency in the working of the Benevolent Society be printed. (Vide Appendix.) 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Hobart Hospital be requested to state in writing whether the dispute 
referred to in his evidence had yet been settled, aud whether salary had been 1Jaid. 

The Committee adjourned till Thursday next, at 11 A.M. 

. 'fhe Committee met at 3 r.M. 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 1885 . 

P1·csent--Mr. Fillinger, Mr. Reibey, Mr. Hartnoll, l\fr. Bird (Chairman). 
The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. 
The Clerk reported that he had received a reply to his letter of the 29th ult., to Mr. Morris, stating that the 

.dispute referred to had been settled, and Mr. Morris's salary paid. 
The Draft Report was submitted, rettd, and agreed to. 
The Committee adjourned sine die. 

ll E P O RT. 

Y ouR Committee have the honor to present their Report to your 1Ionorable House. 

They have held nine meetings, and examined eight witnesses. 

From the evidence taken it appears that the administration of Charitable Gmnts 1s generally 
conducted with efficiency and economy. 

Owing to the vigilance of the Finance Committee of the Hobart Hospital, there has been a 
very large and g-ratifying increase in the amount of fees collected from in-patients. It appears, 
however, that some difficulty has arisen as. to the proper authority for the admission of pauper 
patients, and also as to the reduction of fees chargeable to patients who prove to be unable to pay 

. the full fees. The practice appears to have been inconsistent with the position recently taken up by 
the Hon. the Chief Secretary. It is therefore desirable that such a course should be agreed upon as 
shall best protect the revenue of the Hospital, without any of that unnecessary circumlocution which 
·appears to have caused dissatisfaction and dispute. 

In the distribution of charitable aid to the poor of the city, the Committee of the Hobart 
Benevolnnt Society have done good work. since they took over tile charge of the out-door relief. 
Through the careful enquiries made by the Society and its Enquiring Officer, a very large reduction 
in the annual outlay has been effected. Unfortunately, however, there appears to have been a very 

. imperfect understanding when the out-door relief was first taken over by the Society as to the duties of 
the Committee, and the relation of the Committee and the Enquiring Officer to the Charitable 
Grants Department. In consequence of this there has been some interruption of the harmonious 
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relations which should subsist between the Society and the Department. Such annoyances as are· 
referred to by the Chairman of the 8ociety, in his answer to Question 64, and by Mr. Catley, in 
answer to Question!j 87, 88, 91, and 92, coq.ld not have occurred if the duties and relations of the 

· Society and the Enquiring Officer had been in the first instance clearly defined. Your Committee· 
would therefore urg·e that the position of the Society and its functions should be as speedily as
possible unmistakeably defined, so that in future both the Committee. and the Enquiring Officer 
may know exactly where their duties begin and where they end. 

There also appears to be some dissatisfaction experienced by the Launceston Benevolent 
Society as to its relations with the Charitable Grants Department. The evidence of the Chairman 
of the Launceston Society, in answer to Questions 114, 115, and 126 discloses this. Your Com-· 
mittee would therefore recommend that some endeavour be made to meet, as far as practicable, the 
views of the Launceston Society, as well as those of the Society in Hobart, in order that the 
gentleinen forming the Committees of these Societies, who are deserving of all praise for their earnest 
devotion to the work in which they are engaged, may feel that their work is appreciated, and is 
made as easy and as free from departmental control as is consistent with the satisfactory discharge 
of the responsibilities they undertake. -

Your Committee paid a visit of inspection to the New Town_ Invalid Depot. They were 
particularly pleased with the manner in· which the whole of the various quarters were kept. While· 
they found order and cleanliness everywhere ma~ifest throug·hout the day and night wards, they 
were painfully struck by the unwholesome odours in inany of the men's rooms, arising, it appeared, from 
entirely defective ventilation. The offensive stench proceeding from out-offices in or close proximity 
to the wards and walks of the inmates forced itself on the notice of your Committee, who feel that 
better ventilation in the buildings, and the improvement or removal of the out-offices referred to, 
are imperatively required. 

A considerable amount of work appears to be got out of the more able of the inmates, and it 
seems that more might be done by sending the Iirnn out to work occasionally were it not for the 
difficulty arising· from the intemperate habits of many of them, who, it appears from the evidence of 
the Superintendent, on being· allowed out for a few hours, generally return in a state of· intoxica
tion. Your Committee fear that; situated as the Dep6t is, near so larg·e a centre of population, the 
evil referred to cannot easily be remedied. Yet it is the opinion of your Committee that, in the 
case of many of the feeble old people who are known to be of' sober habits, very much more 
liberty might be accorded than is at present allowed. It appears that several others besides such as 
are properly classed as invalids have found a home within the Depot: these are a number of 
lunatics transferred frotn New N orf'olk, and several unfortunate· young women who, after confine
ment in the Lying-in Hospital, are sent wi~h their illegitimate children fo the Depot. 'l'he Super
intendent reports that some of the lunatics sent were troublesome, and seriously questions both the 
propriety and legality of sending and detaining them there. - Your Committee have taken no legal 
opinion on the point, but they do state their conviction that it is very undesirable to associate 
lunatics with those whose ·only ailment is bodily infirmity. On the admission of girls wit.Ii their 
illeg·itimate children to the Depot the Superintendent speaks in strong terms of disapproval, and 
your Committee nre of opinion that a separate home for girls of this class should be provided. 
Indeerl, the whole question of providing for this unfortunate class demands consideration. 'l'he 

- arrangements now in operation in connection with lying-in cases, as described by the Rev. J. ,v. 
Simmons and Mr. Witt, pp. 15 and ·16 of the-evidence, can only be regarded as temporary, and 
your Committee hope that be~ore long steps may be taken to establish for all such cases a much better 
provision, which shall be more satisfactory in character than the present arrangement in Hobart. 

The evidence of Mr. Jones, Superinteudent of the Invalid Dep{,t al. Launceston, shows that 
the provision for lying-in cases th'ere is still less satiilactory than in Hobart; and though on different 
grounds from the Superintendent at New Town,- yet equally with him, condemns the association of 
this class of girls with the invalid women in the Dep6t. 

Your Conimittee did not visit the Launceston' Dep6t, but, guided by M1·. J ones's evidence, they 
are 6£ opinion t.hat the accommodation for females is very unsatisfactory, being, in fact, a portion of 
the Gaol. And unless the Government are prepared to provide an entirely new Dep{it at Glendhu, 
on the land purchased there for the purpose (a course which your Committee would strongly 
recommend), they would urge that the comparatively inexpensive alterations suggested by Mr. 
J oues under Questions 449, 452, 456, should be made without delay. _ 

In conclusion, your Committee express their gratification that the number of invalids requiring 
relief is annually diminishing, this being a clear indication that there is much more thrift and self:. 
dependence among the free popula:tion than among the criminal· classes, of whom the invalids are 
chiefly composed:, and that as tlie present- class of inrn1ids die off the number of paupers dependent 
on public charity will be, even with a· much· increased population, proportionately much less tha!1 at 
the present time. . 
. . . B-. STAFFORD BIRD, Chairman. 
Committee Room, November 19th, }885 .. 
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E V 1 DE N-C E. 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 1885. 

MR. JAMES S. MORRIS, Secretmy of the Hobm·t General Hospital, exam,ined. 

1. By the Ghair-111,an.-Hpw long have you been in the position of Secretary of tl1e Hobart Hospital? 
Three years and seven months. · . . . 

2. Can you tell us what has been the yearly amounts of fees for, in-patients? In 1881, £180 ; in 
1882, £220 ; in 1883, £450 ; in 1884, £570. -

3. How are the fees fixed as to amount? By the Finance Committee of the General Hospital. 
4. Is there any ruie by which they are guidad? The fees are fixed· by the Board of Management, 

under the following rule (page 22, No. 140) :-"The charge for self-supporting patients shall be such sum 
·-:~ or sums as may from time to time be fixed by the Board of Management. In-door and out-door patients 

:who are known to po1:1sess means, but are unable to. pay the full rate, shall pay such sums as shall 'be deter-
mined by the Finance Committee." . 

5. When did the present arrangement come into operation? In J, uly, 1884. 
6. By D'I'._ G1·omther.-How ·was it managed hefore that? By the Administrator of Charitable 

Grants, through the Finance Cominittee. . · 

7. By the Chai?-man.-Before that rule was made, how was the matter of fees arranged? By the 
Administrator of Charitable Grants on his own respo'Iisibility. . . 

8. Up to the time of framing this regulation a hard-and-fast rule was fixed, was it not ?-patients to pay 
so much per day or nothing? Three shillings per day was the highest fee made by the Hospital. 

9. By .iWr. Davies.-But they took less? Yes. 
10. By Di·. Croivther.-W as Mr.· Catley collecting for the Hospital? Yes. During the last 

Secretary's time there were something_ like seven or eight months when the returns were not sent in. 
11. B;I) the Chafrman.-To what do you 2ttribute the large increase of fees since 1882? To the 

Finance Committee seeing that· proper enquiri_es are made and sent out as to whether patients can pay 
or not. 

12. Were not such enquiries made prior to 1882, wlien tJ1e amounts received in fees were so much 
less? They were supposed,to have been made. , 

13. Do :vou attribute the increase of fees generally to the exercise pf gTeater vigilance on the part of 
the Finance Committee? Yes. 

14. By .1lir. Da-vie.~.-vVhen you took the position of Secretary to the Hospital were there not a lot 
of fees outstanding ? Yes. 

15. Were those ever paid? No. 
16. By the Ghairinan.-Has the increase in the amount of fees received heen caused by the collection 

of arrears ? No. 
17. By whom is information regarding the condition of the patients ,received? By the Finance Com- , 

mittee, through the ;Enquiring Officer for the City, and throug·h Superintendents of Police in the country 
districts. 

18. Has that information of necessity to be forwarded to the Administrator of Charitable Grants? 
That matter is now in dispute. According to tne rules of the Hospital the foes should be fixed bv the 
Finance Committee. They can take in paying patients, but not paupers. . • 

19. By whose authority are paupers admitted? That ioi the matter now in dispute; •the Auditor says 
through the Administrator of Charitable Grants. 

20. Has there been any correspondence between the Government and the Board with regard to this 
matter ? Yes. The following correspondenc~ was then read :-

General Hospital, Hobai·t, Ist July, 1885. 
Sm 

'FnoM the Colonial Auditor's letter of 29th May attaclrnd, it will be apparent that a defect exists in the Rules of' 
the Hospital, which, if allowed to remain, ,voulcl seriously impair the action of the Board as regards the mana,o·e
ment. I have, therefore, the honor to submit for appro'val oftbe Government and of His Excellency the Gover1~or 
in 'Council the following new Rule, designed to meet the difficulty pointed out by .the Colonial Auditor ; ,,iz. :- . 

"Finance Committee.-The Finance Committee shall cause diligent enquiry to be made into the circumstnnce~ 
of each patient, and fix the rate of fees .char~ed accordingly, and when it shall a1Jpear that a patient is in destitute 
circumstances, and that there is no means ot' obtaining payment from relatives or otherwise, it shall be in the powpr 
of the Committee to remit the charges." · 

Authority is also required to substitute the word "casualty" for the word "out-door" in Rule 140, pao-P. 2~, 
third line. , "' 

. The Honorable the Cltief Secretary. 
l have, &c. 

T. C. S;\'lART, Chairmen ef the B,oa1·d . 
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SIR, 
Chief SeCT"etary's Office, Ifubart, IOtlt July, !8'85, 

I HAYE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of lst.instant, submitting for the approval of the 
Goyernor in Council a new Rule empowerin~ the Finance Committee to fix the mte of fees to be charged for the 
11;1amtemmce of patients in the General Hospital, and in cases where it shall appear that any 1iatient is in destitute 
circumstancos and without means or friends to pay such fees, the Committee shall have power to remit the charges. 

~n reply, I have to inform you that, while there would be no o~jection to the Finance Committee alter due 
enqmry fixing the rate ot fees to be paid by any patient in the first instance, it would not be competent, without a 
violation of ~h~ provi~ions of the Audit Act and Regulations for the Governor in Council, to delegate the power now 
held by a :i.\:hmster of the Crown to a Board or even to the head of a Department. _ 

Any rr.duction in the rate of fees which circumstances may render desirable must, therefore, be submitted by 
the Board for the approval of the Chief oecretary . 

. As regards the admission of persons without any payment who may be found on enquiry to be destitute, it is 
?es1rable that the particulars should be transmitted to the Administrator of Charitable Grants for record and the 
issue of the necessary authority. , , 

There is no objection to the substitution of the word "casualty" for "out-door" in the H0th Rule. 

The Chairman Board ef 1lfmzagement General Hospital, Hobart, · 
I have, &c. 

ADYE DOUGLAS. 

EXTRACT ji·om tlte 1vlinutes of tlze Meeting if tlze Board rrf" 11£anagement lteld on- l7tlt August, 188b. 
"9onRESPONDENCE was read that had taken place betwe~n the Chief Secretary and the Board and Finance 

Committee, when it was resolved, on the motion of Mr. Brownell, seconded by Mr. lVI'Millan, 'That the following 
members 9f' the Board form 'a deputation and wait on the Chief Secretary; viz.-Thc Chairman (Dr. Smart), 
Messrs. 'Watt, Brownell, and Solomon,-with the view, if' possible, of ~ettling the questions at issue.'" 

T. C. SM.ART, Chairman •. 

SIR, 
Chief" Secretary's Office, Hobai·t, 9t!t Srptember, 1885. 

HA YING carefully considered the views expressed by the deputntion from the Board @f Management of the 
General .Hospital as regards the relegation to the Finance Committee of full power to fix the foes payo.hle by 
patients treated in the Hospital, and at their discretion to remit the same and authorise the maintenance of inmates 
as paupers, I have to inform yon that the provisions of' the Audit Act will not admit of the suggested alteration in 
the existing system. · 

Fees payable by persons maintained in the Hospital are to all intents am! purposes revenue, and any reduction 
. of the authorised rate is practically a disbursement, as would also be the. admission of a patieut without payment of 
.any fees. 

To relegate such power to a Board or the Finance Committee would blil an infringement of the Regulation~ 
-4 to 10 under the Audit Act, und the Regulations are, by Section 2 of the Act 41 Viet. No. 16, part of the Act it:.<elt'. 

I have, &c. 
The Chairman Boai·d of Jlfa11agement General Hospital, Hobart. ADYE. DOUGLAS. 

21. By "tlte Chai1"man.-Do you consider it any advantage that the pauper casesc ,;;hould be-1·eferrcd to · 
the Administrator of Charitable Grants'/ No; I do not see how it can be any good_ 

22. Does he institute any further enquiries when the cases, are referred to him?. No; it is only a 
formal matter. 

23. Do you consider that the change made empowering the Finance Committee· to fix the fees bas 
worked advantageously? Yes. 

2-!. Is there any special objection, other than apparent inutility~ to the Boai;cl sending for a11thority 
to the Administrator of Charitable Grants? Yes. 

25. ·what is it? It is not in accordance with the rnles. 

26. ·which rule? 'Rule 123, Section 10, which is as follows, anrli which tlw Committee says plaees 
the power in their hands:-" Destitute patients may be recommended fo,r in or out-door treatment by the 
Chairman of the Board of Management, the Chairman of the Visiting Committee•,. the Honorary n'ledical 
Officers, the Consulting Medical Officers, His Worship the "Mayor, the Police Magistrate of the District, 
and the Chairman of the Benevolent Society, the existing safeguards being retained. Destitute patients 
may also be recommended for in or out-door treatment by the Wardens of the several Rural Municipalities." 

27. B;lj the C!tainnan.-Have you any trouble in sending pauper in-patients, when necess.1.ry, to the 
Invalid Depot? No, not now; but there used to be a great deal of trouble. 

28. B;lj Afr. Belbin.-You do not send away any dying patients? No. 

29. By the Clwirman.-How are the patients removed to the Invalid Depot at the present time? 'Ne 
send to the Benevolent Society, making up a form; a doctor signs it, and a cart is then sent to remove the 
patient. · 

30. Is there any order required from the Administrator of Chaiitable Grants for these proceedings? 
No. 

31. By Jfr. Davies.-Is there a certain officer whose duty it is to take them away? Yes, l\fr. 
Catley does so ; he is under the Charitable Grants Department. 

32. By the C!tairman.-There is no objection on the part of the Benevolent Society to take these 
patients? None whatever. .. 

33. Is it really understood to be part of their duties under the regulations? I do not know any 
regulation which compels them to do it. . 

. 34. In what ·conveyance are the patients removed? J\fr. Catley takes them out. in a Government cart .. 
35. What is the arrangement in operation now for the eollection of foes? TI1cy arc collectc<l by the 

Superintendents of Police in the country districts, and by Mr. Catley in Hobart. 

36. B.1J .1.l£1·. Davtes.-How long has that regnlation bet~n in existence regarding the town? Only for 
two months. 
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37. Prior to that who collected it? The Chief District Constable. 
38. By the Cha.i?-man.-Are the fees better collected under the new armngement? . We cannot tell 

yet; there are a number of back debts on the books. 
39. At whose instance was the change made? At the instance of the Finance Committee. 
40. To whom did the Boai'd apply to have the change effected? To the Chief Secretary. 
41. Have you· any resolution of the Board which was torwarrled to the Chief Secretary on the 

subject? Yes; iL is in the correspondence before read. 
42. By the Chai1"1nan.-Was that agrBed to? Yes; and Mr. Catley has since gone on collecting. 
43. By M1·. Davies.-What does his commission 3:mount to? About £25 per year. 

· 44. By the Chafr1nan.-Had you a patient named Shipley treated as a pauper in the Hospital? Yes, 
George Shipley. · . 

45. By whose authority or order was he received? 
46. Do yon know whether any special enquiry had been made with regard to Shipley before his 

admission? Yes, the ordinary enquiry was made by the Enquiring Officer. 
47. Has Mr. Catley any other duty in connection with the Hospital besides that of Collector and 

Enquiring Officer? No. 
48. vVith regard to yom engagement,-is that with the Finance Committee or with the Board of 

Management? With the Board of Management. 
49. Do you know. whether any correspondence has passed between the Government and the Board 

regarding the dispute about the admission of paupers? Yes. 
50. Are the rett1rns being now sent through the Administrator of Charitable Grants? No. 
51. Does the refusal of the Board to send the returns through him interfere with the payment of any 

salaries ? Yes. 
52. ·whose'/ Mine only, which has been stopped for the last two months . 

. 53. Is there any probability of your salary being paid until the dispute is settled? No. 
54. By .LVlr. Belbi:n.-Why is your salary dependent on the returns being sent in? Because the 

Auditor will not pass the salary until the retni•ns are furnished. 
55. By .L1fr. Davies.-Prior to this dispute did you send the account direct to the Treasurer? No,. 

to the Auditor, from February to May. It was sent with the authority of the Administrator of Charitable 
Grants, and the salary was then paid. · 

REV .. JOHN WILKES SIMMONS exa1nined. 

56. By the Cliair1nan.-vVhat position do you occupy? Chairman of the Hobart Benevolent Society. 
57. How long have )'OU occupied that position? About sixteen months, but had been a member of 

the Committee for many years prior to becoming Chairman. . 
58. What is the special work the Society undertakes on behalf of Government? The maintenance 

of paupers in Hobart and suburbs, issuing Hospital orders, sending out invalids to New Town, supplyina
rations and cash to cases in Hobart, New Town, Sandy Bay, and Wellington Hamlets, pauper funerals, and 
lying-in cases. 

59. How long has the Society had this work under their charge? The lying-in cases for many years, 
and the special work of relieving the poor for five years. 

60. Have you had any difficulty in carrying out the work which the Society has taken in hand? 
Any amount of difficulty. 

61. Have you any documents showing the terms on which the out-door relief was undertaken by the
Society? Yes, a special Order of the Executive Council, of 1880, dealing with the entire matter. 

62. Does. it include pauper funeral~? Unfortunately, there seems to be no document showing the 
whole details of the ·work, which seem to have been made piecemeal. 

63. Have you any correspondence in the possession of the Society relating to the tra1isferring of out--
door relief to the Society? Yes. · 

64. You say you have had difficulty in carrying out the work of the Society? Yes, from the very 
. beginning, from the simple fact that we really do not know what we are expected to do. The 

Committee expected that they were to act on their own judgment. I may mention two cases in point, where 
persons named M'Niel and Joyce were costing- the Government five shillings per week each. The 
Committee found that their friends were willing to take charge of them if sent to the country, where their
friends lived, and would keep them. The Committee in each case voted £3, and the Government were• 
relieved of all responsibility. For doing this the Committe'e were severely reprimanded by the Govern
ment for not having first obtained the authority of the Administrator of Charitable Grants. A few weeks 
ago we sent a blind girl to the Blind Asylum, Sydney. I understood that I was to arrange for her passage, 
and did so with the T. S. N. Co. After some hours being spent in the matter I obtained a ticket for .£1 4s.,. 
but, to my astonishment, a few hours afterwards I got a ticket from the Administrator of Charitable Grants,. 
after I had made all arrangements. 

65. Did difficulties like these occur from the first? Yes, from the very first. 
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66. Has there_ been any · distinct understanding as to the relation between the Administrator of 
Charitable Gra1its and the Society? None whatever .. The Society seem to understand that they took 
charge and were to act according to their judgment, but now it seems that ,ve are almost subordinate to 
instmctions in each case. 

67. ·Have you found the practice to which you refer detrimental -to the successful working of the 
Society? I :find it very discourag·ing. The members of the Committee are discouraged in their work, 
knowing that after tliey have taken pains to investigate cases they-are overruled. 

68. Has the Administrator of Chari.table Grants any better means of obtaining information regarding 
cases than the Society? , I think not ; we should know the poor of Hobart better than they can be known 
in the public buildings. We have every available chance within our reach, and can obtain information 
through our own arrangements, and throug,h the police, who give us every possible assistance. 

69. Does the Administrator of Charitable Grants require that each case which comes under your 
notice should be referred to him? Yes. 

70. Do you consider there is any advantage in referring these cases to him? No. 
71. Prior to this work being handed over to the Benevolent Society, by whom was it managed? By 

-the Government, who had a depot in Argyle street, and the work_ was done there. 
72. Do you consider that the work lias been better done since it was placed in. the hands of the 

Society? We show an average saving of £500 a year during the last four years as compared with the 
previous four years. · 

73. W"l1ilst you have effected this saying, has there been any neglect in deserving or worthy cases? I 
·should think not. I think the leaning is decidedly the other way,-sometimes, I fear, too much so. 

74. After cases have been referred by the Society to the Administrator of Charitable Grants, do you 
know whether he institutes any further enquirie;;, or is it a formal matter? It is only a formal matter; he 
·can only look through the papers which are furnished him. · 

75. B,y 1111-. Davies.-Is there any delay in dealing with these cases after referring· them to the 
.Administrator of Charitable Grants? No. . '.rhe forms are all kept, and a special annual return made up 
·from them. 

76. By the Clwi-rinan.-Do you see any reason why the cases should not be dealt with entirely by 
the Society, and that the returns shoulµ go direct to the Auditor, dispensing with the intermediate 
interference of the Administrator of Charitable Grants? Practically it would be far better. I have made 
recommendations which would have saved a great deal of w:ork in the office, and secured, I believe, greater 
efficiency,-namely, instead of asking me to give an account of ever.v loaf, to trust me with the total. 

77. Did you make that recommendation to the GovtJrnment? Yes. 
78. With what result? The recommendations generally were declined. With the indirect approval 

-of the Audit Department we inti-oduced a new system of book-keeping, but six weeks afterwards a letter 
ea.me from the Chief Secretary stating that it was undesirable. New forms were used for a time, but they 
were discontinued on the recommendations of the Audit Department and Chief Secretary. 

MR. W. j_ CATLEY examined. 

79. By t!te C!tairman.-Your name? W. J. Catley. 
·so. ,¥"hat was your former position in connection with the Charitable Institution? I was employed 

lJy the Government in making enquiries into pauper cases. 
81. Is your position at all changed? It is changed considerably. 
82. In ariy important particulars? In making enquiries of which the Registrar has an account. 
83. Has that change taken place since the Benevolent Society took over the out-door relief, with 

regard to enquiries ? Yes, Sir, it has. 
84. When you joined the Benevolent Society, according to the terms in the letter, was there any 

understanding as to whether you were placed at their disposal entirely, or partly at the disposal of the 
Administrator? N_ot immediately, but I received orders from several quarters. 

85. V{hat has been your view: as to your· relation to the Benevolent Society? I consider myself 
entirely under their control; not as formei·ly, under the direction of ,the Admmistratqr, but I was 
transferred. 

86. Did you fi°:d that the Administrator continued to keep control over you? l did. 
87. Did you make any representations as to you~· impression that you were not under his control? I 

did, about two years ago, when orders came from . the Administrator's department and from the Society 
compelled me to give satisfaction to both. 

88. What was the effect? I was charged with obstmction, and it was endeavoured to be shown that 
I threw obstacles in the way, and the result was, notwithstandin~ that.I was supported by Mr. Mather and 
Mr. Witt, the Chief Secretary decided I was to continue under the old system. 

89. State the nature of your duties? My duties include the 'issue of cash and rations-cash once a 
week ; rations which are conveyed to out-districts, nnd nny person having no one to call, heing too ill ; 
reporting from the ·Registrar a monthly .return of all moneys and ration,; issued : for the A,1ditor,, keeping 
a register of cases transferred from the Benevolent Society; watching- the expiration of the term for which 
the allowance is given, and presenting such eases to the weekly 'committee of the Society for either 
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·consideration or removal ; taking the particulars and filling up forms for the- admission of paupers to the 
Depot, and if unable to walk, transfening them.from their residence to the Hospital; keeping a record of 
such admissions and compiling a monthly return for the Superintendent; preparing necessary form for the 
burial of paupers ; enquiring into all cases admitted into the Hospital, and furnishing a report of the same 
to the Finance Committee. 

_90. Is it the custom to seud money out by the boy? No, by myself, Sir. 
91. What has the Board put upon you 1 Sometimes I am called upon to take children, and the Chief 

Secretary tells me I must do it. I don't know who my master is, and I almost fear being· charged with 
neglect of duty. · 

92. From how many persons are you in the habit of receiving orders? The Administrator always 
-acts through the Chairman .. I am freqLrnntly asked to Jo work through both channels; by the Inspecting 
·Officer, Mr. J u<lge, and by tlie Acln1inistrator, tbrough the Chairman, and by the Chairman himself 

93. Then these orders, coming in this manner from cli:(ferent sources, must necessarily interfere with 
the successful and harmonious working of the Society? It is doing anything but causing harmony in the 
Society. 

94. Since the time yon spoke of, two years ago, when you made representations as to the difficulty of 
,attending to orders from so many quarters, have you made any further representations.? Y cs, Sir; I have 
done so repeatedly, and the Chairman always sympathised with me. 

95. There !ms been some correspondence lately between the Benevolent Society and the Govemment? 
Yes, there has, Sir, to the eflect that they wish a t!H,rongh revision of the working of the department, and 
that better facilities be afforded generally_; and also a proposed revised method as to the forms of the 
anstitntion aud improvements. · 

96. Is your sahtry paid directly by and through the Administrator? Yes, Sir. 
97. Has there been any change lately in the method of payment? No change, Sir, but 1 have been 

requested to sign an abstract by the Administrator. There has not been any change in the method of 
payment, but I have been sent for by the officer to sign an abstract and receive my pay. Previously I had 
been in the habit of sending for it, and that custom has prevailed for many years. 

98. Does Mr. Judge's work affect yours? Yes, Sir. 
99. 'What is his position? He has the supervision of all boarded-out children. 
100. How does he provide fo1· these children? Ije calls at the depot and asks for the cart, and takes 

-them himself, and sometimes he requests me to take them for him; and I am given to understand that I am 
-bound to do as he asks me. 

101. ,vhere did that information come from? From the Chief Secretary. 
102. Is Mr. Judge your junior? Yes, Sir, by many years. 
103. Has he eve1· given you orders when you have been engaged by the Boards of the Benevolent 

.. Society, and when you would have found it inconvenient to obey those orders? Yes, Sir, he has. 
104. In such cases what have you done? I refused on the last occasion, as I knew it would have 

detained me very late to obey him, as I had a large amount of work to do already ; and J thought it very 
-inconsistent, being employed by the Society at the time. 

105. Have you ever been charged with neglect of an order issued by the Administrator of Charitable 
·Grants? I have been charged with obstruction. 

]06. In what way? By not allowing them to have the cart. 
107. Then in the particular case referred to, it was simply because you had so much work for the cart 

-that you could not allow them to have it: is the cart always kept by the Benevolent Society and occupied 
by them? It is more than fully occupied,-sometimes I never see it from morning until evening. 

108. When you were charged by the pa.rties with obstruction, and made your. statement that the cart 
-was occupied at the time, what was the effect? · It was overruled, although J was supported by Mr. 
Mather (the Chairman.) 

109. By 11:lr. Davie$.-Yon collected fees for the Hospital? I did, Sir. 
llO. vVhat amount is owing· since you have been collector? I have been so much perplexed that I 

have hardly gone into it yet. A large amount of it has been outstanding· for nearly two years, and it has 
been no easy matter to convince them that they will have to pay the amounts. I think in the course of 

,another year I shall make things lool(very different. 
111. By the C!wirman.---'-Collecting was not a part of your duty in connection with the Institution? 

. No, Sir, but as I did not find the least difficulty in it, and it being a little in my way, I did it. 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 1885. 

:rvIR. EDWARD LEWIS DITCHAlVI examined. 

ll2. By the C!tairman.-,Vhat is your position? 
113. How long have you occupied that po,ition '! 

'With the Society fo1· over 25 years. 

Chairman of the Launceston Benevolent Society. 
For the last 13 years; but T have been ronnected 
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114. Is the Society now on a similar footing to what it has been during all the term of your connection, 
with it? It is on the same footing now that it has been on for some years, and that is a very unsatisfactory 
footing. 

115. Can yo11 point out how the unsatisfoctoriuess complained of arose? Ou April 30th, 1884, I 
interviewed the then Chief Secretary, Houorable William l\'foore, at Launceston, and complained of the
method of administering the chai·itable grant in the North, pointing out that there was too much 
circumlocution in dealing with applications for relief, and suggesting that a committee should be appointed 
to administer the grant for Launceston and N orthem Tasmania. 

116. What was the result? The Chief Secretarv said he would lay the matter before the Government 
on his return to Hobart, but I never heard anything" further about it. · 

117. By .1l£r. Hartnoll.-Under certain circumstances, has not greater wrong been perpetrated than 
mere delay, and that no result has come from recommendations made by leading members ot charitable 
bodies? Yes. Fur instance, a case occurred in connection with an effort being made to get two girls info 
the Girls' Industrial School. The Administrator of Charitable Grants refused to allow the girls to be sent to
the school because· it was a Protestant school, and they were Roman Catholics. I wrote to him in 
August, 1883, pointing out that the mother was anxious to have the girls admitted to the school, knowing 
it was a Protestant institution, but I received no answer. In September, 1884, I wrote on the same 
.subject to the Chief Secretary, but again have not rec6ived a reply, and the children had never been 
admitted to the school until an order was ultimately made by the Police Magistrate and Mr. Hudson, J.P. 
Mr J. Scott and myself liad previously sat on the bench, and agreed that the children should be admitted,. 
hut we did not sign the order. The order was never sent to me for signature,- but the order of admission. 
was sign~d by Messrs. Murray & Hudson. 

118. By .1vir. Davies.-Did Mr. Murray retire from the bench before you opened the case? Yes;. 
when he heard what the case was he retired, saying he had received strict instructions not to pass any 
children into the institution without a distinct order from the Aclministmtor of Charitable Grants. 

119. After you had agreed that the.children should be sent to the school, did you proceed with the
case fm:ther? ,,v e just gave the order that the children sh,rnld be handed over to the authorities of the 
school, who were prepared to receive them. 

120. By .1111:. Ha1·tnoll.-Have you power according to the Act to send the children into the school?· 
Yes. 

121. By .i'l£r. P.illinger.-Who was summoned to appear before you in that case to give evidence as 
to-the-children's circumstances? No one ; it was not necessary. The mother was dead, and the father in 
gaol,-the children being left with a woman who wished to get 1:id of the responsibility of keeping them. 

122. By t!te Clta·ir11wn.-Did some time elapse between the Bench giving the first order f~r admission 
and that given by Messrs. Murray and Hudson? I cannot say. Messrs. Murray and Hudson s order was 
dated May ht. 

__ ... J)~3. Was this subsequent to yom sitting on the Bench? Yes; but I cannot say how long. 
124. vVas there time after your sitting for the order to be sub11:itted to the Administrator of Charitable 

Q-rant~ __ ? I cannot say. The order was signed by Messrs. Murray and Hudson, who never sat on the 
Bench. (:Mr. Ditcham then mentioned a case of two women in Launceston, who had been receiving ration 
allowance from the Benevolent Society, who had, in their behalf, made application for 2s. 6d. each per week 

· from Gove::rnment, but to wl1ich no answer had yet been received. The application was made about a week 
previo1is.) 

125. By .1vir. H.artnoll.-Cau you state for au.actual fact that when an application has been made by 
the Benevolent Society to Govemment for compassionare allowance that a reply has been received, 
saying "send· them into the Invalid Dep6t 'l " Yes ; but on our remonstrating, the application is generally 
granted. I consider that by so doing the Government is saved a cost of Ss. or ,9s. per week. 

126. By t!te Clwirman.-Then, what you complain of chiefly is the delay and unnecessary amount of 
col'l"espondence required for the settlement of questions which you feel that the Society is quite competent 
to deal with? Yes. · · 

127. By .11'fr. Davie.~.-More competent? Yes, more competent, for I deal with the cases mysel£ 
128. By t!te Clwfrman.-Do yo11 deal only with Launceston? We deal with some of the suburbs, 

but do not go beyond two 01· three miles. · 
129. Are yom· boundaries defined? No, we have no really defined boundaries. 
130. Are there· any limits beyond which you cannot go in giving rations or cash? vVe never give 

cash; we always give kind. We give blankets when necessary. We have many very difficult cases to 
deal with. 

131. You are not authorised, then, to give anything but provisions and clothing? We are not bound 
down to that, but we do not exceed it. '.l.'he Administrator of Charitable Grants has no control over us. 

132. By J.111'. Dai:ies.-Can you break a ration? Yes, ifwe think it desirable. 
133. By the 0/winnan.-What you really want is authority to distribute cash? "\iVe want to have a 

compassionate allowanc·e fund, to distribute when we have deserving cases. 
134. By .1l£r. P.illinf!el'.-Yoii want control of the out-door relief? Yes. There is a case in Laun

ceston where a woman, with four children, is receiving 3s. per week from Government through the Police 
Office. It would be much better if such deserving cases were dealt with by the Committee of the Society. 

135. By the C!tairman,-Is there dual control now? Yes. 
136. What provision have you for making enquiries into cases? The Secretary is instructed to make 

enquiries into every case. . If he is not satisfied he comes to me, and I go with him to institute further 
enquiries. If the case is one of emergencv it is 1·elieved, and is then dealt with by the Committee. 
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137. Does the Secretary fir3t institute enquiries? Yes. 
138. Yon have no other enquiring officer? No. 
139. Are the Secretary's duties in connection with the office such as to require a large amount of his 

time? . Yes, they require so m nch of his time that in consequen~e of the small emolument of the office, I 
undertake a good deal of it myself. 

140. What is his salary? 30s. per week. 
141. Does he give the Society the whole of his time· for that amount? No, he works at his trade, but 

is ipstructed to deal with any case I acquaint him with. 
142. What duties are expected of him? . He attends the meetings, keeping minutes, and has every 

case before him. \Vhen a person applies for relief, it i~ his duty to go to the applicant, make enquiries, and 
report on the same to the Committee. W'henever he hears of a case requiring attention he has to visit it. 
The town is divided into two parts, and he has to visit each case in the two divisions on altemate months. 
He has also to arrange for removal of paupers to the Hospital and Invalid Depot. 

143. How are the rations distributed? Every member of the Committee relieves so many. Tickets 
are issried by them to the tradespeople. · · 

144. In distributing the number of tickets, does each member act on his own responsibility, relieving 
such individuals as he thinks deserving? No; every case has to be settled by the Committee first, and then 
the case is handed over to a member of the Committee. 

145. How many cases have you on your hooks at present? I cannot say from memory. 
146. Are your accounts published yearly? Yes. 
147. Do you think the system of supplying rations through the individual members of the Committee 

the,best one? Yes. · 
148. B.1/ Jlfr. Eia1·tnoll.-Why is it the best? Because instead of having one person to look after the 

cases, we have _every member of the Committee. 
149. B.1/ the Cha·inw1.n.-Do you decide every case first in Committee? Yes. 
150. ls the remuneration paid to the Secretary a fair one for the amount ?f work done by him? Yes. 
151. Is it excessiv•e? No, I think not. He is the only paid official in the Society. 
152. By JVIr. Davies.-If you had a man to devote his time entirely to the work of the Society, 

would it not be clone better? At present owing to the interest taken in the Society by the chairman and 
members it would not be better done, but if that interest ·was not taken it would be bettel' to have a 
secretary who could give up his full time to the Society. 

153. By the Chairman.-Y ou take interest in every case brought before the Committee? Yes, and 
in cases that never come before the Committee at all. 

154. vVhat retums do you famish to Govemment of your proceedings? Annual returns. Govern
ment supplies us with £250 unconditionally, and £250 conditionally on our raising a certain amount; we 
have to famish certificates for that. 

155. Are you required to furnish retnms in detail? Yes, we have to accot~nt for every pound of bread 
and other rations. 

156. Are you allo,ved to give less than a full week's mtions to anyone? Yes, in that respect we can 
do as we like. · 

157. Do you consider that the Committee exercises the utmost care to procure economy in administer-
ing the Benevolent Society's relief? I do. · 

15R. For the distribution of the compassionate allowance you have to make application to the Ad
ministrator of Charitable Grants? Yes. 

159. Does the Administrator of Charitable Grants institute any further enquiries on receiving your 
application? In one or two instances I know he has, but in a general way I cannot tell. 

160. By Jlfr. Da,;-ie.~.-Does he make enquiries through the Police? Yes, and the Police come to us 
for it. 

161. B.11 the Cliaii·man.-Is the Administrator likely to gain more reliable information than the 
Society regarding deserving cases? No ; because besides all the personal investigation of myself and the 
Secretary, if we are in doubt we go to the Police also, and in addition to that I visit the homes personally. 
As I am always going about among the 1:ioor I get information that the Police cannot get. 

162. Yot1 are perfectly certain that the matter of administering the compassionate allowance might be 
safelv left in the hands of the Committee without any reference to the Administrator? Yes, so far as 
Launceston is concerned. vVe certainly must have means of knowing deserving cases with our advantages 
of supervision; and showing the interest taken in the work, the average a~tenclance at the 47 meetino-s held 
during the year is 8 and 9. "' 

· 163. Are the grants paid direct from the Treasury or through the Administrator of Charitable Grants? 
Direct from the Treasury, on the certificate of the Chairman and Treasurer. 

] 64. Do your accounts annually go through the Auditor? Yes; they are sent to the Chief Secretary 
as Head of the Department. 

165. There is no Po1mection between the 8ociety and the ·Administrator of Charitable Grants except 
in regard to the compassionate allowance, and orders necessary to gain admission to the Invalid Depot and 
other Charita hie 'Institutions? Yes, that is all. 

166. When cases come under your uotice 1hat 3ou con~ir:ei; should be sent to the Depi>t, or Hospital, 
. or other Charitable Institution, can you give an order at all without reference to the Administrator of 
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Charitable Grants? Yes; an order to the Hospital has not to go to him, but orders for the Dept>t have, 
Formerly Mr. Jones took my order direct, but lately it has to be sent through the Police Office. 

167. How long is it since these orders have had to be sent through the Administrator of Charitable 
Grants? I think from the beginning of the present year. It was early in the year at least. 

168. Do you know what led to the chang·e being made? No, I never could get at it. 
169. Have youliad any correspondence on the matter? Yes. 
170. Can you supply us with that correspondence? ' I can send it you. _ 
171. Is anything gained, in your opinion, by referring· these cases to the Administrator? I do not see 

liow it can be so. He states it is merely sent through him for a police rec;ord. ' 
172. Are the cases you recommend for admission to the dept>t received pending the further authority 

of the Administrator of Charitable Grants? Ye~, they are always received. 
173. Have you ever known counter orders to be issued by the Department? No, and I have never 

known a case of refusal into the dept>t. 
174. By M1·. Davies.-No suffering, then, has ever been caused in any way by your order being 

refhsed? No, except in one case, where a misunderstanding· occurred, and an explanation was made 
afterwards. 

175. By t!te C!tairman.-Is there sufficient accommodation fo1· invalids at Launceston? The 
accommodation for men, such as it is, is very good, and we accommodate a good nuri.1ber; but that for the 
wom,en is very poor; it will only accommodate about 15. It is under the same 1'.oof as the prison, and, 
accc:,rdingly, comes partly under prison discipline. 

176. Are invalids ·ever transported from Launceston to Hobart? Y e11, they have Leen; 
177. Because of want of accommodation? Yes; and Mr. Jones often has been obliged -to refuse 

admission to the dep~t because of want of room. If it is cruel to remove prisoners from Launceston to
Hobart, surely it is much more crnel to force poor old invalids to leave Launceston. 

178. What is the result, then? We assist them with the means at our disposal, such as supplying 
rations, but we require further ~ssistance, in the shape of compassionate allowance. 

179. Are those invalids for'whom there is no room in the Launceston Invalid Depot, and whom you. 
supply with rations and cash allowance, ever sent to Hobart? Yes, when they will go, which is very 
rarely, and then sometimes they return back to Launceston again. 

MR. JOHN WITHRING'.l'ON exmn-ined. 

180. By tlte Ghairman.-Your name,.and what is your position? John W"ithrington; I am Superin
tendent of the New 'fown Charitable Institution. 

181. How long have you be~n thei·e? Six years, and previous to that I was at the Brick.fields for· 
20 years. 

182. How many inmates are there in the institution? There _are 408 males and 203 females. 
183. Are they all adults? Yes, with the exception of five or six children. 
184-. What class of children are these? Invalids, and the children of young women who are slightly 

insane. 
185. What is the age of these children? The youngest is three months old, and the others are from 

that age up to two years. 
186. Where were they born,-inside the asylum? No, they were born in the lying-in depot. 
187. Were their mothers inmates of the asyh1m before the birth of the children? In some cases, but 

not always. , • 
188. Have you had many cases of that description? About six, and that i~ the n1os't we have ever 

had. 
189. How are the patients sent to you in the first instance? They are sent with an order from the

Benevolent Society. 
190. That oi·der is sul1ject to the Administrator's approval? Yes, most of the patients get an order 

from the Administrator for a month, and then the Govemor approves. 
191. These girls are simply dealt with because of their condition, not simply because. of their being 

invalids otherwise? Oh, no! simply because they are not fit to be at large. 
192. Do you think it well to have that class of girls in the Institution? [ do not. I think it is very 

undesirable to detain these girls in the Institution-in the Invalid Depf>t-for tl1ey are quite bad enough in 
themselves, and the association of the old women rpa.kes them niuch worse. 

193. · Have yon ever made representations to the Government as to the undesirability of these girls 
beinrr there? Yes, both to the Administrator and to the Premier, and also of the difficulty in finding 

_ suit;ble places to put them in. 
194. Do these girls ever come back a second time in the same condition? Yes, one came back a: 

second time, and in the same condition, recently, and I sent her to George's Bay, where she might 
liave done well if she chose. 
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195. You speak of six cases of this kind: do you mean that they are all that have come under your 
notice during the six years you have been there? . Yes; and the statement of this identical case came· from 
Launceston to the effect that her parents had turned her out. 

196. Are you, aware of many other,similar cases r,ot sent to the Asylum ? No. 
197. Have you. any provision for classi(ying the inmates? 'Well, no ; most of them are connected 

,with convicts, but I put the best of them in separate wards. The best comlucted of them are bad enough. 
··at any time. · 

198. Are these girls placed together with other inmates, or are they :separated? No, they are not 
· separated. · vi;r e cannot separate them in different wards. 

199. Are they generally sent back to you after confinement? Yes. 
200. How long are they usually detained? Some of them do not go out at all, and others we get rid 

of as soon as we carr . 
. 201. Would you desire any better accommodation for classifying patients? No, not this class of 

patients specially. 
202. Is there ever any delay in the admission of patients? None whatever. The orders are 

obtained through the Administrator, aud when the patients are recommended by the Benevolent Society the 
orders are easily secured on application. They get an interim order, and then send on a proper form to be 
filled up. The Bench of Magistrates will not take anybody's order, as they have to have proper authority. • 

203. Do you think any alteration in that system ,would be better? No, I think not, for the reason 
that the Administrator has nothing to do with the Defartment. One man came who was found to have 

.£12 on him, and there would be more of such cases i they had not to get these ol'ders. 
204. Was that man sent by the Benevolent Society's order? Yes. 
205. Do you think they institute all the enquiries in their power? No, I am sure they do not. 
206. You searched the man? Yes ; but I have no regulation giving me power to search them. 
207. The Benevolent Society has not the power to search? No. I have to rely on the information 

the men give to them. I may state I made him pay for his maintenance both for this year and last year. 
208. You say you made him pay not only for this year but also for last year? Yes. 
209. Were you justified in making that charge? Yes, according to Act of Parliament. 
210. Then, even if the man was impecunious last year, he is liable to pay when he earns money? Yes. 
211. Do -any of the inmates of the Institution work? Yes, all those who are able to do so. 

212. How many are there employed? About one hundred men and women. 
· 213. Then a portion of the expenses of the Establishment is met by the profits gained from the work 

of these people? I cannot tell; but I have it my accounts. The accounts show how much has been 
eamed. There is a lot of work done of which no account is ·taken. They don't take any money, and 
they ·don't take· any credit: it is only a matter of keeping themselves. , 

214. Do ypu think anything more could be done by you to make the Establishment more self
supporting? Well, I am trying all I can, by employing the men in breaking metal for the roads; and last 
year we were very busy with the reservoir, when all the men who were able to work were employed. The 
men can be employed in that way ; whereas, if you had to pay for everything, it would cost a great deal 
of money. 

215. Don't you think that the men who are able to be thus employed might very well be discharged? 
I discharge all I possibly can. If I think .a man should go I take him before a Medical Officer to prove 
he is able to work, and then if he is so, I gE-t him discharged. 

216. Do any of them get discharged except on your recommendation? No. 
217. Has no one else authority to recommend a discharge but yourself? No; but the Administrator 

can send an order to say if a man is well enough to go he must be discharged. 
218. Does the Medical Officer frequently visit the Establishment for the purpose of satisfying himself 

as to the fitness of patients to be discharged? Yes : the Medical Officer visits the Establishment twice a 
week, and as many more times as may be rf.quired. 

219. Would he not even suggest to yon that such and such a person might be discharged? No : it 
would be dividing the authority . 

. 220. Do.you think it would be desirable that the Medical Officer should be authorised to indicate to 
the Superintendent such inmates as are fit to be discharg·ed? I don't think it would, for it would clash 
the two togetl1er ; and the Medical Officer has not the opportunity of knowing all the circumstances 
conceming the case of an inmate. 

221. What is the class of employment in which the men are engaged? There are a great number in 
the garden, some cleaning the wards and yards, others bricklaying, whitewashing and painting, and some 
are working as tinsmiths. In fact, they do anything that is required about' the establishment, and which 
they can do. 

222: Are there any who would be likely to do brush-making, willow-stripping, and basket-making? 
It would cost more to pay a man to act as overseer over them than they would eam. I find they can earn 
from 16s. to 18s. per week for a short time. It would kee·p them ont altogether. 

223. By .Llfr. Davies.-How many men a1·e you in the habit of allowing to go out of the Institution'? 
-From twenty-four to sixty during the week.· · · 

224. In what state do they return? Generally in a state of intoxication. 
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225. When these men are allowe~ to go out for the day, do they all get back on the same day ? Yes, 
..if they don't fall into the hands of the police, which they are very liable to do through misconduct. 
· · 226. Could you suggest any remedy?· No, not very well. 

227. By tlte C!tai1"1nan.-You say they can ~arn from 16.~. to 18s. per week,-with regard to willow
.stripping, would it hot be possible and better. to convey the ,yillows to the Asylum and have the work done 
there ? There is another difficulty in the way of doing that. They pretend to be blind, and v.ery unwell, 
or something of that kind, when tl1ey are requested to do such work inside the establishment. They will 
go out to work willingly enough, but you cannot get them to work inside. 

228. You really think that everything has been done tliat can fairly be expected in the matter of 
employing the inmates? Yes, I think so. 

229. What nurses have you to attend on the inmates? . The best of the inmates, and the most able, 
-act as nurses. · · 

230. Have you a,1y other nurses? No; only a head nurse, who is cook also. 
231. Do you find that the nurses wl10 are themselves inmates, meet all requirements? Ye~, with the 

class of people. 
232. Are the inmates principally made up of the criminal class? Yes. 

: 233. How many inmates who have not been criminals do you suppose you have? Not more than 
. thirty or forty women, and not more than fifty men, 
_ 234. Have you tried any other nurses besides the ones now employed? Yes; about eight years ago 
. we tried othei• nurses, but we had to get rid of them, for they were worse than the inmates. 

235. Would i~ not be possible to get a class of nurses· who would not fall into the ways of those you 
Imel before? Yes; but it would not he doing justi'ce to bring higher class nmses amongst the class of 
people in the Institution,-at present at any rate. 

236. Do you think the invalid class will ever be other than of the criminal order? Yes, I do, for 
the criminal ciass is dying out'. 

237. You anticipate as years pass a large falling off in the number of invalids? I anticipate that in 
five years' time w~ shall not have half the number we have now; There is a manifest falling off of late 
years. Not six years ago we had 750 inmates, and now we have only 600 .. 

238. Do you know whether the number in the North is also diminishing? No, I do not. 
239. Do you receive invalids from the North? Sometimes, but not very frequently. 
240. Do you find those from the North dissatisfied, being so far away from their friends? Many 

of them have no friends at all ; and many will claim any one for a friend who will give them sixpence. 

241. Do you consider the treatment of the inmates generally as good at the hands of the nurses at 
present employed? Yes, for if they are found ill-using any of the inmates we punish them for it. 

242. Have ,vou to do that very often.? No, not very often. If they are found doing so they have to 
go at once, but their treatment is very good generally. 

243. vVhat are your arrangements for visitors to the Asylum ? Persons may visit any time dming 
the day. There is no time fixed. 

244. By .Llfr. Hartnoll . .__Do you admit any one· who chooses to go? Yes, the Asylum is open to 
any visito1;. 

245. By t!t.e Cltainnan.-Does that apply to sick wards also? Yes, to any ward in the establishment. 
246. Are the inmates satisfied with that arrangement? Yes. 
247. Of course they are not permitted to visit. infectious cases, such as fever'! No. 
248. Do yon consider the arrangements for the privacy of the inmates are satisfactqry? Yes; they 

have got screens in the wards. 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER, 11 1885. 

MR. JOHN O'BOYLE examined. 

249. By the Cluiirman.-What position do you occupy? Admini~trator of Charitable Grants. ' 
· 250. Are any pati'ents admitted to the Hospital witl;out an order from you? Yes, they are admitted; 
it is authority for maintenance that I give. 

·251. Are any patients maintained in the Hospital without your authority? They should not be; but 
they have been during the dispute. Under the present regulations they shoulrl not be; but in Hobart for 
some time past they have been maintained on the authority of the Finance Committee. 

252. Do you think.that paupers might be admitted and maintained in the Hospital by the authority 
of the Board of Management of the Hospital without reference to the Administrator of Charitable Grants? 
Of course, if the Audit Regulations "'ould permit. 
· 253. Is there any special advantage in requiring your authority? None, except to cany· out tlrn 
Audit Regulations. · . 

. 254. Do you make any further enquiry? No, I assume that every enquiry has been. made. 
255. Are you aware of any cases that their being referred to you, has resulted in the discovery that 

they were able to pay? I can only speak in a o·eneral wav _; but from my personal knowledge I l1ave 
known individuals who were able to pay. " • 
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256. By .iWr. Davie.~.-Were there many such cases? No, not many. 
257. By the O!tafrman.--'-In connectiou with the out-door relief, do you find that applications are 

made to you for an. order for allowance, and that you refu~e the application: on the grounds that the 
applicant is not needy, but able to pay for himself? Yes. . 

258. Have you to do with orders for out-door patients? The society has entire control of such cases,. 
and has had since 1880. Since then I know nothing of their deliberations ; it does not come within my 

. province. 
259. A_s to the orders for admission to the In valid Depot, you say paupers can be admitted without 

your a11:thor1ty? Yes. 
260. Can they get meals without your authority? Yes; sometimes I do not know anything about it 

for a week ; that would be in cases that the society were sure of. The authority for maintenance and 
detention comes from me. · 

261. Do you· institute further enquiries concerning the invalids? I do occasionally, especially when 
the cases_ are admitted from tlie country districts ? . · · 

262. Do you sometimes find that your knowled~e, or the information you are able to gain respecting 
these invalids, leads to the payment of some fees ? Yes, payment of some fees, or the patient's discharge. 

263. Would you think it desirable to place the entire control of the admission and maintenance of 
invalids into the Depot entirely into the hands of the Society ? I am strongly of opinion that it is essential 
in the interests of the Government that the authority should be in the hands of one officer. There is a record 
kept of the admissions into the Hobart and Launceston Depots, which I keep myself. This enables me to 
deal with a most difficult class, namely, the paupers who tramp about the country. They leave the towns and 
turn up at some country township, but a reference to my books enables me to ascertain the facts of the case. 

264. By .ilfr. Pillingel'.-Cannot that information be obtained by the Benevolent Society? No, not 
unless they had control of the whole of the island. The Society might be applied to from the country and 
would not know the person applying. 

265. By the Ohairman.-Do you think, generally speaking, that the grants are administered as 
economically as they might be ? I know nothing whatever of the working of the system of the Benevolent 
Society, but I should imagine by the reduction made that they are economically administered. 

266. Do you think that the New Town Invalid Depot is conducted economically? Yes, I often 
wonder that the inmates are kept .so cheaply. 

267. Do you ever visit that Institution? Yes, sometimes; but I have no authority to interfere with the 
working or power of the Institution. 

268. Are the boarded-out children entirely in your ·hands? No, there is a central committee appointed: 
under Act of Padiament. 

269. How is that committee appointed? By the Governor in Council. 
270. By nomination? Yes. 
271. Is there a similar comse pursued regarding the maintenance of boarded-out children as with 

invalids,-that is, do the committee give an order for their maintenance? The co'mmittee have absolute 
control. The children are surrendered to the committee, who provide homes for them. 

272. ,vhat position do you occupy on the committee ? I am Chairman of it by regnlation made in 
the law. 

273. Nothing, then, is done without your knowledge? No. 
274. Do yon receive reports as to the condition of the boarded-out children regularly? Yes. We have 

also a committee of ladies, who report qna:·terly. Those in the city and suburbs I inspect every year 
m~ili · 

275. Do yon think that the boarding-out system answers. better than the Asylum? Yes ; there is no 
comparison in the two systems. Under the boarding-out system the appearance of the children is different 
altogether,-they look much happier. I cam1ot compare the two systems. 

276. What accommodation have you in Launceston for Invalids? Very poor for the women, only a 
ward in tbe gaol. It cannot be proclaimed a depot, for it is within the precincts of the gaol. '!.'here -ere 
very few women there now, and all are bedridden. . 

277. Has anything been lost through your inability to enforce fees there? No ; except perhaps in 
one case. 

278. Do you think it advisable to increase the accommodation at Launceston? No; for we have so · 
much accommodation in Hobart, and this class of persons is continuously being reduced, and will go on 
being reduced. I have recommended additional accommodation being provided there in previous reports. 

279. Do yon find much complaint of persons being removed from Launceston to Hobart? No, not 
much, although sometimes they will not corn~. We do not compel them t,:, come. but we offer to pay 
their pas;,age. 

280. What do you do if tliey will not come? We cannot do anything·; •.~·e offer tliem a home, but if 
they refuse it we cannot do anything else. 

281. By JJfr. Pillingei·.-Do you discomag·e o'ut-door relief in country aistricts, by forcing paupers 
into the depot? No, unless they have no friends to look after them. We never separate married couples. 

282. What is your outdoor allowance? Sixpence a day. 
283. What does it cost you in the depot? Ninepence a day. 
284. There is, then, a saving in the outdoor relief? Well, the depot must be maintained. 
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285. Have you any power to.compel a pauper unde1'. any circumstances to enter the depot? No.- -
286. By t!te Cf1(lirnian.-'1Vould.,it be desirable to,,have power to.order o,utdoorsreliefpatients into-: the 

depot when it was seen that they could be better cared for in the institution.? That would be a very,. 
arbitrary power to give anyone, and should only be used in cases of emergency. I have often felt that such 
a powe!"would be very convenient and beneficial, but ii is a law that I could not recommend being enacted. 

287. Do _you.think as mt1ch work.is got out of the invalids as might be? From my limited acquaint
ance with the depot I should say that the inmates are as well employed as they can be. 

288. Is there_as_mnch done in this way at Launce_ston as at Hobart? From my knowledge of Mr. 
Jones I should 'fancy so; he is not a man to keep·people idle if they can work. 

289 .. Is simila1: authority required.from you for admission to the Launceston Charitable Institutions as 
is required here? · Yes. . · 

· 290. Does that include the Girls; Industrial School? The admissions to the school are controlled• by
the magistrates. Tlie magistrates, have power under the law to send any person to the school, though 
refiii'ence has to be made to me regarding tl1e payment of fees. 

291. Do you remember anything of_ a case where a question.arose over admitting two girls to -that 
school, an order having been made by a bench of magistrates for their admission·? I do notTemember.· 
distinctly. 

, 292. Does delay sometimes occur from any cause between the order of. the magistrates being made· for.· 
the admission of pauper children and the order for their maintenance being given? The rule is, in Hobart 

· a~d Launceston, that the order for their maintenance is made up before the order for admission is given. 
293. When an application comes t,o you for such an order, you consider whether. it is best·for the 

children to be sent to school or boarded out? Yes; we make such enquiries-as to parents, l!w. a,nue·· 
possible. There is no unnecessary delay, but-sometimes a.little delay occurs. To make sure that there is 
no, one shirking their duty in the maintenance. of the children I ·am careful; I like to· be satisfied, because 
I have to be responsible to the Chief Secretary for every order I make for maintenance, and they are 
scmtinised closely. 

294. It is customary not to send Ro~an Catholic children to Protestant schools? Yes, it is mostly 
carried out. vVe never send children to be boarded out except to persons of their own religion. 

295. If such .an application were made, what would you do? I would refer it• to the Chief Secretary, 
and "·hatever decision was given would be by the Chief Secretary. 

296. If a motl~er were anxious to· get her.children into the school, knowing. it to be a Protestant 
school, would yon go contrary to her wishes? No, in such a case I would not go against it. In one case 
I did so, and got into hot water. If a father says he.wants his child brought up in any religion it is for 
him to decide, not me. Should the father aftel'wards die, we do not acknowledge the right of the mother 
to alter his wii;;hes. Mothers sometimes many again and would like·to change the child1;en; but we never 
allow the children to be changed in their religion. · 

297. Is that the usual practice? Yes, the father is always allowed to choose. 
298. vVho chooses after tb.e father's death? That question has only arose once, and it was thought 

undesirable to allow the, children to be changed. · 
299. vVere not some suggestions made by the- Bonevolent Society at :Hobart for alterations in the 

forms of management of the-Institution to some extent? I have reported fully on that. You have all the 
co1Te11ponclence; I have nothing further to add. 

300. Are you aware that something like friction has occurred between tlie Benevolent Socictv and 
your department. There has been, but it has arisen between two of the officers. I know nothing-" of it 
personal! y. · · 

301. Do you think that the difficulty that has arisen in reg-ard to the-cart was caused by some imperfect 
understanding between the Government and the Bcnevolen'i Society when the out-door relief arrange
ments were hanr1ed 01'er to the Society? It must have asisen through want of clearness on the part of the 
chairman, who could not be expected to know what had-occurred iu previous years, but Mr. Catley would· 
know. ' 

302. Has the practice which has caused· this .unpleasantness been recently adopted? No, it has 
existed for a long time. In 1883 the Government resumed possession of the cart in question; it is kept 
at N cw Town by the enquiring officer. At Mr. ]\'lather's request I did 1iot carry out the intention of 
withdrawing the cart, but I felt it necessary to have it sometimes after four o'clock to remove paupers. 

303. Did you think the work of the Society sufficient to keep the cart and horse fully employed? 
No, I thought not. . . 

'304. And you think you are ji.1stified in using it? Yes, by arrangement with Mr. Mather I was to 
have the use of it. 

305. Do you suppose the work has grown which would render the use of the cart necessary for 
the Society? I should say it has considerably decreased, judging by results. 

. 306. What would be the general time you would want the cart? It would be irregular; sometimes 
not more than two or three hours a week. It is yery rarely we want it. 

307. Has not some change been adopted lately in the·matter of paying Mr. Catley? Yes, that has been 
done at my request. Mr. Catley showed suc11 animosity towards me, and repudiated the department to 
which he belongs, that I thought it better Mr. Catley should come to the office to receive his salary direct 
through me, as the others did. The Chief Secretary thinks I do quite right in this respect. Mr. Catley 
is subordinate to me, and when he set me at-defiance I could not stand it. 
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· 308. You think the arrangement on that· point was clear enough to prevent mistake? :\fr. Catley 

knew he was in my department. . 
309. Since Mr. Catley was placed'at tl1e disposal, of the Society, has he ceased 'to receive instructions 

·from you as to his duties ? Yes. 
· 310. Would any message sent' to him· through Mr, Judge with regard to the use of the cart be 

regarded by Mr. Cn.tley as an order? I have never sent to him through Mi·. Judge, who has claimed the· 
.cart as a right under the anangement made by the late chairman, Mr. Mather. 

311. Do you know whether Mr. Judge has ever, with your authority, asked Mi·. Catley to remove 
any boarded-out children? Yes, recently.; he could· do it on· his• way honi.e, and· it would not have 
.occupied him more than five minutes at the outside. 

312. Would this have been received by Mr. Catley as an order or simply as a request? If I sent 
him an order he would not be bound to obey it. 

FilIDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 1885. 

:MR. WITHRING'I.'ON recalled. 

313. By the Chai/man.-Speaking generally, do you :find the inmates express themselves as be1ng fairly 
comfortable in the Institution, or have you many complaints? I have no complaints worth mentioning. 
Should anything deserve alteration I have it remedied•immediately. Of course, where such a number of 
pei·sons go into the Institution there are sure to be complaints, but when investigated we generally find 
there is nothing in them ; there is a difficulty in getting information from them. From 26 years' experience, 
I say the Government treat the inmates very liberally, almost too well regardingJood. 

314. There are rumours occasionally that there is a prejudice against_ the"f:J~'titution? 'fhat is easily 
accounted for: they cannot get beer. .. 

315. You think, then, that the grievances arise from discontented dispositions, there being no real cause 
for complaint'? That is it. The place is open for inspection at reasonable hours. All people who visit 
the Institution express surprise to find that it is kept so well. Sometimes the inmates·are taken from 
hovels, and they have to be bathed, get_ hair cut, &c., which they do not like. 

316. Do they refuse to be bathed on admission? Yes, frequently. 
317. By Dr. Oron:t}wr.-Have you hot water? Yes, both hot and cold. 
318. By the Chai.nnan.-Is ever force used in bathing? No; if they refuse to be bathed they have 

to go out. 
319. Are your appliances for fumigating complete? Yes. 
320. How often are the beds and wards thoroughly cleansed'/ Every day; sometimes two or three 

times a day when necessary. 
321. What arrangement have you for collecting money from those inmates who can afford to pay a 

little? A collector is instructed to collect the money by the Administrator of Charitable Grants. 
322. Do yon remember what portion of money found on Tandy was claimed for fees? Between £6 

and £7. 
323. Diel he give any reason why he wished to be admitted, when he had money at his command? 

No, he was in the habit of going to Melbourne, and makes money, !,ut when he gets rheumatism he comes 
back to our Institution. I asked him why he did not go the Immigrants Home in Melbourne, and he 
said he did not like it. 

324. Is it necessary to allow the collector to receive the money? Yes, it is necessary that all the 
money shall go through one person's hands. 

325. ·what commission does the collector receive? Five or ten per cent.-I ·am ·not sure which. 
326. vVho is your collector? Mr. J uclge is now. 
327. Is tlmt commission in addition to his salary? I think so. 
328. Do you pay the inmates for the work done? Yes, those who are wa1·ders; some are allowed 

2s. 6d. per month, others up to 10s. per month. 'l'hat is conditionally on ,their doing the work well ancl 
behaving themselve8. . 

329. Do the men employed at the reservoir J"eceive .anv payment? Whilst they were working· at it 
they received paymerrt ; it is finished now. • 

330. Is the money paid at once, or reserved until they leave the Institution? It is paid every month, 
and is for extras. 

331. ·What uRe do they make of the money? They generally get dmnk. 
· 332. When leaving the Institution do they generally have money? No, it is generally. spent before. 
Those who bring in money have it given them when they go out. 

333. vV ould it not be better to encourage or enforce the saving up of the money earned till they leave 
the Institution? They will not do it. Taken as a class they belong to the old school, and they think 
that every penny they save would go to the Government. 

334. Could not an arrangement be made to have the money saved up until they go out? I think it 
would be impracticable. 
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335. "\Vould not the money, if given them when leaving the Institution, give them a start? They 

would only spend it in drink, and be back again in a week. 
336. Have you received any inmates 'from the North since you were last before the Committee? 

Yes, and there is an order for five others. · 
337. Are they sent here because there is no room for them in the North? Yes; a woman came 

from ·w estbury two nights ago because there is no accommodatio.n in the North. 
338. Have you not·recently received a number of inmates from the New Norfolk Asylum? Yes, 

some months ago we received nine. 
339. How do they conduct themselves? One or two were a little noisy, but they are now dead. 
340. Have you found them harmless? I will not say that. My opinion is that they should not have 

been sent to our Institution at all. 
341. By Dr. Cromtlter.-Does that apply to all the nine? Yes. 
342. Prior to that had you received any others ? Yes. 
343. How many ? 
344. How did they conduct themselves? Very fairly, considering. 
345. Have they been troublesome? Yes, some· of the last ones were. They have been noisy, but not 

dangerous: they have got fads. 
346. Would you regard those as harmless cases ? No, I would not. 
347. Have any of them died? Yes, two or three. 
348. Were those who died among the most troublesome? Yes, two of them wore. 
349. ·were none of the nine who came six months ago fit to come? I. think none of them should 

have come at all. · 
350. Did they cause annoyance to the other inmates? Yes, some of them caused a very great deal of 

annoyance. 
351. Did the inmates complain? Not much, except at night. 
352. Did you endeavour to separate them? Yes, I separated them as much as possible, not to have 

them in one ward. 
353. During the day were they free to mix with the rest? Yes, it was much better to do so. 
354. vVere not some of those who came froi€ New Norfolk perfectly harmless? Yes, one was 

perfoctly harmless, and able to be at large; another was harmless, but unable to get his living. 'l'he 
others were such as should have never been sent to the institution at all. 

355. B,v the C!tairm.an.-As far as your opinion goes as to the power under which you admit patients 
and detain them, do yon think you have legal power to detain those lunatics? No, I do not think we 
~c~~ . 

356. By whose order wore they sent? Either that of the Chief Secretary or Administrator of 
Ch·u·itable Granes. 

357. Is Tolmaque one of those patients? Yes. 
358. Has he been troublesome? No ; I tried to let him out, but he commenced d.rinking, and came 

back again. [ then ~riod him at writing in the office, bi1t he knocked up and could not do it. 
359. Yon still have him? Yes. 
360. Do you consider he should be in the asylum or in the depot? In the depot at present. 
361. How many of your patients are bod-ridden ? About 80, but they arc not all confined to bed. 
362. What arrangements have you made for nursing, especially by night? J t is done by warders. 
363. Have you a warder constantly moving about amongst those people? Yes, oue of the inmates. 
364 .. ·what are your arrangements? In the male wards we have a male warder, and in the female 

wards a female, picked from the best of the inmates: 
365. Do you give them any pay? Yes, it ranges from 10s. to 5s. per montl1. 
366. Do you find that they are kind to the old people? Yes, if they are not they a.1·e soon drafted 

mrt. 

367 . . By Dr. Cron:t!iel'.-Are yon sure of that? Yes. 
358. "What is the highest fee charged for inmates? ls. per day, 9cl. being the average, and m my 

1·ccollection I have never known more being charged. 
369. ·what arrangements have you now for incurable cases? They are now in special wards by them-

selves. 
370. 
371. 

Have you any different arrangements for nursing those cases? No, just the same as the others. 
Are water-beds provided? Yes, for any case recommended by the Medical Officer. 

372. 
1·equired. 

How often does the Medical Officer visit the Institution? Twice a week, and as often as lw is 

373. Have you a telephone laid on to the InstitutioR? 
374. Do you hesitate to send for the Medical Officer? 

at any time during the night, if necessary. 

No, we telephone from the Post Office. 
No, I do not; I send or come for him myself 
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375. Do you a_ssure us that the Medical Officer can be obtained at any time when necessary? Yes, 

, at any time. 
376. By the Chafrman.-Is anything required at present in the Institution,to aid the Medical Officer? 

No, beyond the improvements specially provided for, nothing further is required. 
377. Have you any idea how many permanent in-patients there are at Launceston? No. 
378. Could you accommodate many more than you have now at New Town? Yes, I could accommodate 

50 more. 
379. Would it be desirable to keep all the permanent cases now at Launceston and New Town together? 

That is a question I cannot answer, because you cannot know what are permanent cases among these people. 

380. Do you think any number of the Launceston invalids might be brought to New Town'/ That I 
cannot tell; I have not visited the Launceston Depot for many years. 

381. By Dr. Oromtlter.~ Would not a staff of proper nurses be better than those taken from the 
inmates? I do not think you could get respectable nurs~s to stay among the class of inmates now in the 
Institution; they are mostly of the old school. When they die out a change can be 1nade with 
advantage. 

REV. J. W. SIMMONS re-called and examined. 

382. By tlte Clwinnan.-Ha,re_ you any control over the Lying-in Hospital? Practically, jt now 
. comes under the work of the Benevolent Society's office, whilst formerly it was entirely between the Chief 

Secretary and Mr. Witt. The financial arrangements remain the !lame as formerly. · 
383. Whefo is the Lying-in Hospital? At a nurse's house in Goulburn-street .. 
384. A private establishment? Yes, a private house. 
385. Has this arrangement been of long standing? Yes, many years. 
386. Does it fairly answer requirements? I think not. It is most incomplete and undesirable. 
387. How are the financial arrangements managed? Mr. Witt pays the nurae weekly out of the 

funds of the Benevolent Society, and we draw on the Government quar_terly. 
388. What other arrangements would you recommend for the conducting of the Lying-in Hospital? 

My _opinion is that you must either have a wing of the Hospital for that purpose, or a proper establish
ment. This evil is growing frightfully, and must have a proper establishment. 

389. Can yon give the av-erage number of patients monthly? 
· 390. Does the authority for admission of patients to the Lying-in Hospital rest entirely with the 
Society? It rests with Mr. Witt. 

391. What medical assistance is there for the Hospital? There is no medical attendance unless it is a 
serious case. The nurse acts as midwife, and in serious cases she is authorised to call in a doctor. 

392. Is any doctor summoned 1 Yes, so long as he will take the fee of half a guinea. 
393. Would you consider it desirable that the Government Medical Officer should be called in for such 

cases? · The Poor Law Doctor is often called away to New Town and Sandy Bay, and there would be a 
difficulty in getting him when necessary. This shows the necessity of having this Institution in connection 
with the General Hospital, but the Hospital authorities will not listen to it. 

394. When the lying-in cases are able to leave the establishment, what do you do with them? If they 
have no means they must go to the New Town Institution .. 

395. How long are they usually kept there? Twelve months. 
396. Do )'OU consider that a good arrangement? No. It is fatal to any chance of redemption. 

There is a girl there now on her fourth visit, and she makes a boast of it. 
. 397. What do you recommend? The Sydney and Melbourne systems, where committees of ladies 

deal with the cases. They see the girls provided for, and get them homes in the country. I have done it 
here privately with good results. 

398. Are there any further suggestions you would like to make? Any anawe1· to the. question 
concerning improvement in the administration of Charitable Grants must necessarily be of a delicate and 
difficult character : delicate because of the apparent interference with work much of which is of a routine 
nature, and spread over many agencies ; difficult because of the assumption that those chiefly concerned 
have made themselves acquainted with plans and operations in larger Colonies, and in other parts of the 
world. Far away from mere office work, success must largely depend on enthusiasm in the service of 
progressive humanity. The present system of Charitable Grants, without implying any reflection on the 
officers, may be denominated the hand-to-mouth svstem : it provides for an infirm and destitute generation 
without the least thought of the effect produced on the minds of children who are witnesses, and frequently 
assistants, in an easy method of obtaining a living-say, for instance, -the forty or fifty children who come 
to the Benevolent Society constantly to obtain rations for home. A complete statement of the position 
would be too large a tax on the time and patience of the Committee, covering, as the work does, the whole 
ground of industrial education,-selfhelp,-the dwellings and surroundings of the people. The administration 
of aid should be an eminently educational agency in thrift, self-respect, and self-reliance. The labour test 
should be enforced in every possible direction. Children should be taught some method of earning a living, 
and made to feel that an appeal to charity should be the last resort of life. : In the public institutions_ much 
more could be done towards making them self-supporting, by the introduct10n of light trades-the msane 
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particularly would feel the advantage of variety of occupation. Our Free Schools should be Industrial 
Schools-not simply putting the children to rough work, but giving them instruction in skilled labotl:· 
Detail, however, is useless. Persons engaged in works of benevolence should feel free to adapt their 
methods to ever-varying circumstances. Given an education in thrift, .the Charitable Grant would 
rapidly decrease. 

.WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7, 1885. 

MR. WILLIAM WITT examined. 

309. By the Chai1·man.-Y our name? William Witt. 
400. What is your office? Registrar of the Benevolent Society. 
401. Row long have you held that position? 26 years, at the end of this year. 
402. Do you think that under the present management the Charitable Grants are administered .as 

satisfactorily as could be desired? Well, I can only speak from my own point of view. I think there are 
a few reforms that have been asked for that would be beneficial; but, generally speaking, there is nothing 
.to complain 0£ 

403. We are aware, of course, that there has been a great saving effected in the expenditure of' 
Charitable Grants since the Benevolent Society took charge of the Government Department? Yes, a very 
great saving. 

404. Do you think all deserving cases have been fully met, notwithstanding the great saving that has 
been effected? They have, and only those cases not requiring aid have been discontinued. 

405. You consider that the fullest enquiry is always· made with regard to cases dealt with ? Yes, 
every case is investigated, first by their own statement, and then by visitation, and by continual supervision 
of each case. 

406. Do you often find yourselves imposed upon by persons from a distance? Well, we have had a 
few cases, but not recently, and there was vei·y little fear of their deception being carried on for many hours
or days. 

407. Do you find the record kept by the Admii1istrator of Charitable Grants for the entire Colony 
helpful to you in guarding against imposition? Yes, for when we have required information we have asked 
for it, and always had it given. In country cases especially, the Administrator has often put us right. 

408. Then you regard the check which such a record gives as being useful? I do. 
409. Do you think the record that is kept of all charitable ca~es by the Administrator of Charitable 

Grants is useful as a guard against imposition on the Benevolent Society? I do. 
410. Then do you think that all the reforms that have been suggested in the correspondence between 

the Chief Secretary and the ·Benevolent Society are necessary? Yes, I do. 
411. From what funds are the expenses in connection with the lying-in cases met? From the 

Government. 
412. Does the Benevolent Society pay any portion for the lying-in establishment out of its own 

funds?' Not one penny : ·the Government pay it all. 
413. Is a Medical Officer often employed? Very seldom. There has not been a case since the year 

1881 where a Medical Officer has been employed. All cases since that time have been investigated by 
myself; and it has saved the Government a great expense. 

414. W'liat is the average you have had under your own observation of lying-in cases? The average 
is about 18 per year. 

415. By 111-r. Ha-rtnoll.-What is the youngest case of girls seeking admittance ? About 16 years. 
There are none younger. 

416. By the Clw.frman.-Do you think the present arrangement for lying-in cases is the best tlmt 
could be desired? I think a lying-in establishment proper would be a. great deal better. 'l'he present one 
is only like a makeshift. · 

417. Are most of the cases in the establishment cases of voung gfrls, or have you any married women? 
vVe have very few married women. • 

418. What is the average age of the cases in the establishment? All ages between 16 and 28; and 
the woman who is 28 years of age is now in the establishment for her fourth child. . 

419.' Are the majority of cases younger than 20 years of age? Oh, yes! they are by for the majority. 
420. You find the same girls come back frequently? Yes; some of them come back two and three 

times. 
421. What better arrangement do you think could be made for a lying-in establishment ?-would 

you have it in connection with the Hospital? I think it ought to be attached to the Hospital, for it would 
tl1en be under .one head and one depaitment. 

422. How long do you keep girls in the establishment? Only one month after confinement. Of 
course, in cases of utter destitution, I have to 1ake them for weeks before, but only keep them for a month 
after confine;ment. · 

423. By ll'lr. Ha.·rtnoll.-Do yon ever refuse applicants admission? Never, unle~s I can prove tliey 
are able to pay. 
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424. By the Chafrman.-Do you ever find that persons applying· for admission refuse to enter the 

establishment when they find. they will not have the freedom they anticipated or they would wish ? Yes; I 
have occasionally found them unwilling to remain when they discover they can have no visitors to see 
them, save their mother or sister. • · 

425. Where are the girls sent after being a month with you ? Many go back to ~ervice in the homes 
they were before they came to the establishment, having placed their children out to nurse; but, of course, 
I cannot say what becomes of some of them. 

426. By lYir. Reibey.-Many, I suppose, go upon the streets ? Very few, I think. . It is only occa
sionally they do so. 

427. By the Chainnan.-Then they are mostly girls who are in service you have to deal with? Yes. 
428. You sometimes send some of them to the Invalid Depot ? Yes, many go back to service, but 

others go to the Invalid Depot with their children. 
429. Do you consider they should be allowed to go to the Invalid Depot ? No, I do not. 
430. You don't consider the association of the old women good for them? Anything but that . 

. 431. .A.re any sent there who might be able to go into service ? Well, they are able to go into service 
if they could o,1ly get their children off their hands. They are sent there when they say they cannot g-et 
anyone to take the child. 

432. I suppose you don't see any way out of the difficulty? I don't know. If they are quite destitute 
I tell them they will have to go to the Invali~ Depot .until they can get some one to take the child. 

433. Where are the children generally sent to-do you know ? I do not. They make · their own 
arrangements? 

434. Do you know whether they ever become boarded-out children? Yes, they do; that is when 
they have arrived at that age when they can be boarded out. 

435. By Mr. Reibe_y.-Do you think that the Administrator of Charitable· Grants gives that con
sideration to the suggestions of the Benevolent Society which cases recommended for relief deserve? Yes. 

436. Are the suggestions and the recommendations of the Society, as a rule, approved of by the 
Administrator ? Yes, they are, as a rule. 

437. You don't find your efforts to relieve cases of distress or to. prevent unnecessary expenditure of 
public money frustrated in any way by the action of the Administrator? I am not prepared to answer that 
question. Mr.· Simmons, the Chairman, can answer that question better than I. The Chairman would 
fully go into that. 

438. By the Chairrnan.-Is the work of the Benevolent Society such as to fully occupy the horse and 
cart at its disposal? Well, not fully, but, generally speaking, it is kept going. Of course, there are several 
days when it is not used at all, but on other days it has to take two journeys with rations. 

439. Do you think that by proper arrangement it would be possible for the horse and cart to do work 
in connection with boarded-out children as well as its present work? Well, I think it could be managed 
bv proper arrangement ; but there has been a great deal of clashing between Mr. Judge and Mr. Catley. 

A P P E N D I X. 

Benevolent Society, Hobart, 24th llfarch, 1885. 
Srn, 

BY direction of the Executive Committee, I have the honor to submit for your consideration 
proposals for the greater etnciency of the work undertaken by this Society on behalf of the Govern~ 
ment. 

It may be convenient to remark, that the business in question involves the pauper maintenance 
for Hobart and Suburbs; provision for pauper funerals, conveyance of paupers from Hospital and 
other places to New Town, enquiry into applications for aid, by Messrs. Witt and Catley, and 
recommendation of deserving persons to Hospital. Pauper lying-in cases are provided for under a 
special arrangement between the Government and Mr. Witt; some immigrants have, unfortunately, 
been allowed to come under this class-certainly such a plan was not contemplated,-and it would 
appear very desirablP. that other and better provision should be made, assuming this phase to be a 
portion of the immigration scheme. In the " Minute Paper for the Executive Council," 24th 
February, 1880, it is stated: "The Government to provide the salary of the present Enquiring 
Officer, and the wages of the lad employed at the provision store; also to transfer to the Society the 
horse and cart now employed by the Enquiring Officer, and such furniture, &c. now in the said 
store as may be required by the Society." 

' \ 
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This statement appears to imply that_ Mr. Catley, the lad in the store, and the horse anµ cart 
are placed absolutely under the control of this Society. Occasionally, however, instructions reach 
Mr. Catley from other departments; the lad is ordered about by Mr. Judge, and does not appear 
to know to whom he owes obedience; and the somewhat frequent use· of the horse and cart recenHy 
by the Boarding-out Officer has been most inconvenient to the work of this office. Under these 
circumstances I venture to ask a. clear decision on the points in contr.ov,ersy. 

. The method of supplying rations is a difficult matter to explain in writing. The officer in 
charge is required to account for the whole, and not the portion, ofa; ration. This can only be done, 
in cases of very aged persons, by balancing one ration against another; and I v.enture to submit 
that, undertaking to keep a complete record of each case in the office· books, it would be more 
convenient to return to the Government .the totals of the rations i~sued rather than the detailed 
allowance in each case. If I might venture to ask a personal inspection of the work, this matter 
would be more apparent; .of course no ration would be varied without the consent of the Chairman, 
on behalf of the Board. The same statement appliee to the printed forms issued by the Society, 
and which are supplied by the Government. In the case of a pauper funeral, for instance, the form 
implies that the deceased makes application, stafo1g that he is friendless, and the officer in charge 
,certifies that he is a proper object of charity. This is b1rt one instance. All the papers could be 
improved ; and renew.al forms in chronic· cases would save the Hospital and the department a large 
.amount of -needless work. · 

Recently one or two instances have come to light in which cases settled ·by this Board have 
been inquired into by the Officers of the Boarding-out Department, implying apparently a want of 
,confidence in the managemen,t of this office. The members of this Committee being anxious to 
.assist the Government in every way possible in reducing the present enormous outlay on Charitable 
·Grants feel, ,however, that they cannot-do justice to themselves or to their work if their efforts are 

· -to ·be exposed to the irritating influences which have surrounded them for some weeks past. 

i hav:e, &c. 
_T!te Honorable t!te Cllief Secretm·y. J. W. SIMMONS. 

FoRwARDED to the Administrator -of Charitable Grants for his observations. 

~fEMORANDUl\f. 

ADYE D0UGLAS. 
25tlt J11arcl1, 1885. 

Cltm·itable Grants Department, 16tlt AzJril, ] 885. 

PRESS of work in connection with the pre,paration of the Annual Reports has caused delay in 
the return of the annexed letter of the Chairman of the Executive Committee Benevolent Society. 

The Chairman would appear to des.ire the Government to transfer to the Committee absolute 
,control over the Inquiring- Officer, the store laboure1·, and the horse and cart belonging to this 
Department; also to relieve the Society of the duty of furnishing detailed monthly statements of the · 
rations issued under the authority of the Committee. - ~ 

Having read the "Minute Paper for the Executive Council" quoted by Mr. Simmons, I find 
that the extract given therefrom is perfectly correct, although, in the Memorandum forwarded to 
me at the time of the tr11-nsfer there is nothing to show that such a Minute had been passed by the 
Governo1· in Council, but the change appeared to be the act of the Ministerial head of the 
Department (Mr. Moore) alone. The Minute was not, therefore, referred to by me when .I 
addressed the Hon. the Chief Secretary on the subject of the horse and cart on the 23rd Aug·ust, 
1883. My letter of that elate, with subsequent conespondence, is forwarded herewith. 

"\Vhen the transfer to the Benevolent Society took place, the ·whole of the work connected 
with pauperism in and about the city was placed under the supervision of that body, and there was, 

, therefore, every 1·enson why the hor,:;e aucl cart and other property should follow it; but on the 
.appointment of the Central Committee for Boarding-out Destitute Children in January of the 

Sollowing yea,·, and th~ withdrawal from the Society of so la1·ge and important a portion of the duty 
- previously assigned to it, it became necessary for me, .as Chairman of the Central Committee, to 

have the use of the vehicle at such times as I 1·equired it, provided, of course, it was not in use for 
other_ legitimate purposes. A verbal a1Tang·c-mient to that ('!feet was, accordingly,. made with the 
late Ivfr. i'tfathe1·, the then Cliainnan of the Executive Com111ittee of the Be11evole11t Sociei:v, a11J 110 

difficiilty m·ose until the elate of my letter referred to aLon-,. A perusal of :;\Jr. Jlfather'~ retllarks 
-on that Jetter will clearly show ,that such an un:.lerstandiug existed, and that he pledged himself to 
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see it faithfully carried •out in future if the stabling· of the horse in Hobart was not insisted upon; 
and so matters remained undisturbed. As difficulties have again arisen, and as the principal use to 
which the horse ·and cart _'is still put is the daily conveyance of the Inquiring Officer to .and from his 
residence at New Town, a purpose for which they were -never intended, and which adds so much 
not only to the fatigue of the animal Lut to the wear and tear of the vehicle and harness, I must 
renew the request I made in August,_ 1883, which met wifo the approval of Mr. M,oore, who was 
then in office, and by-whom the servie:es of the Benevolent Society were originally called into 
requisition. It is quite impossible for me to have the work connected with the Boarding-out System 
pei'formed without the use of a vehicle of some kind, and unless that prov,ided by the Government 
is at my disposail, I shall be compelled to ask for authority to hire one whenever the duties of the 
Inspecting -Officer require it. 

As regards the method of supplying ration returns, two months only have elapsed ,since it was 
decided that no alteration should be made in the form in which they are rendered. On that occasion 
··my opinio1i as to the desiri1,bility of dispensing with these returns, as well as those furnished .by me 
monthly as Chairman -of the-Central ;Con:rriittee for Boarding-out Destitute Children, was requested, 
and I then stated as follows :-" The rendering of the monthly lists referred to affords the 
Government the only means in existence of becoming acquainted with the details of the work done 
by the Executive Committee of the Benevolent Society and the Central Committee for Boarding
out Destitute Children. These lists have been furnished for years, and have been found very useful 
for reference on several occasions. I do not think it would be advisable to sanction their dis
continuance." 

The perusal of the concluding paragraph of the Chairman's· letter caused me most intense 
surprise, and I am utterly unable to reply to it in its present form; but if Mr. Simmons will state 
the case,; to which he refers, I shall be glad to give all the information I can respecting· them. 

I regret the Chairman did not afford me the opportunity of disabusing his mind of the 
impression he labours under on the subject of my ,hostility to the Benevolent Society. Had he 
•done so, I should not ·have received from him the exceedingly discourteous note of the 11 th uk 
which I beg to forward, with the correspondence which preceded it. 

In conclusion, I beg to state I have reason to believe that·the whole of.the differences that exist 
and have existed on the matters under consideration owe their origin entirely to the tittle-tattle and 
·exagg·erated statements of the Inquiring Officer ; and I .feel convinced that u,ntil he is made .tci 
understand his real position in the Department, or is removed from it altogether, there will be 
continued unpleasantness and misunderstanding. 

J. O'BOYLE, Administrator Charitable Grants. 
Tfu, Hon. the Chief Secretary. 

Srn, 
Hobart, 30th .April, 1885~ 

I HAVE :the honor to call your attention to a letter, dated 24th March, having r.eference to the 
Government branch of,the work of·this ,office, and to request the favour of a reply at your earliest 
convenience. 

I have, &c. 
J. W. S_IMMONS. 

The Elon011able ,t)l,e Cltief Secretary. 

Chief Secretary's Uffice, Hobart, 2nd May, 1885. 
B1R, . 

IN reply to your letter of the 30th ultimo, drawing attention to your communication of the 
24th March last, having reference to the Government branch of the work of the Benevolent 
Society, I think it will facilitate matters if you will favour me with an interview at this Office on the 
subject. · · · · · · 

The REv. J. W. SrnMbxs, Chairr:ian Executive 
Committee Benevolent Society, Hobart. 

I have, &c. 
ADYE DOUGLAS. 
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Benevolent Society, 26tli 1Way, 1885. 

SIR, . ' 
REFERRING to the interview which I had the honor to hav~ with you a few days since, I have 

now the honor to suggest as follows :-

1. Alterations to be made in forms used by the Society, as intimated to the Honorable the 
Treasurer, and as furnished to him by me. 

2. Chairman of this Society to be furnished with a complete book of form (form accompanies) 
containing authorities for him to send on to New Town Establishment, without sending to Hospital, 
persons who have been previously invalided from Hospital; Mr. Catley to have book containing 
-date and number of original certificate, so as to be capable of reference, and thus save time and 
trouble in the future. 

3. Authority to be asked for to get a suitable cart or vehicle for the work of this Society : this 
Society has ample work for one. Nir. Judge then to have the present one for his own work solely. 

4. Any report or recommendation of this Society not to be overruled by any Government 
official other than the Chief Secretary. 

D. The work of this Society not to relate in any way to the boarded-out children. 

6. This Society to have the entire control of the pauper lying-in cases. 

7. After a pauper has been invalided to the New Town Establishment the Medical Officer 
then to be the officer whose decision shall be binding when any pauper is to be allowed to be 
retained in the Institution. · 

8. Should any apprentice girl be confined in the Lying-in Establishment · as supervised by this 
Society, then this Society to be at liberty to make proper arrangements for the future as to such girl, 
and for her employment, if considered advisable. 

Requesting the favour of an early reply, 
I have, &c. 

The Honorable ADYE DouGLAS, Chief Secretary. .T. W. SIMMONS. 

Benevolent Society, Hobart, 10th August, 1885. 
Sm, 

UPON consideration, I feel I shoulc.l be only troubling you needlessly were I to wait upon you 
this morning. I must therefore ask you to be good enough to exc~1se my alJsence, pending meeting 
of the Ex~cutive Committee. 

In the meantime, may I venture to ask your attention to a letter from this office, dated 26th 
May last. No reply having been forward.eel, if has, I fear, been unintentionally overlooked. If 
you would do me the favour of a reply, present complications may be considerably simplified. 

I have, &c. 
Tlte Honorable tlte Cltief Secretary. J. W. SIMMONS. 

THE letter referred to by Mr. Simmons is forwarded herewith, with the request that the 
Administrat-0r of Charitable Grants will favour the Chief Secretary with his observations upon the 
suggestions contained therein. · 

B. TRAVERS SOLLY. 
lOtlt August, 1885. 
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Benevolent Society, Hobart, 

188 
MEMORANDUM. 

THE Superintendent is requested to receive the Pauper named in the margin into the 
Invalid Depot. Medical Certificate No. 188 

J. vV. SIMMONS, C!tai1-rnan Execntive Cornmittee. 
The Superintendent 

(2.) 
JYo. ------

FORM OF APPLICATION FOR ADMISSION TO THE INVALID DEPOT, 
NEW TOWN. 

Name of Applicant ..•.......................•..•••• 
Age ...•..........•. _ .. , ..•............•..•••. : ... 
Disease or other cause necessitating admission .••••••.••. 
If in Hospital or Depot before •.....•..•....•••.....•. 
When and where, and for what Disease •..•............ 
Can Applicant read or write? •.•••..••........•...... 
Native Place ...........••.••..•...•••....... ·. _ ..•• 
Religion ....... ; •....••.....••....•...........•.•.• 
·Trade . . . . . . . . ..............•.•...•••........••.• 
Name of Husband or Wife, (as the case may be) .•....... 
If able to pay Fees, state amount per diem ............ ; . 
Name.: of other " Relatives," if any, who are in a position to 

pay Fees, ·and how much per diem .••..••••••.•....•• 

CERTIFICATE WHEN APPLICANT IS WHOLLY DESTITUTE. 

188 

I HEREBY certify that I have enquired into this case, and h~ve reaso~ to believe that the Applicant 
is a bona fide object of charity, having no means to pay Fees, or any Relatives in a position to do so; I 
therefore recommend admission as a Pauper. 

Chairman Executive Cmnrnittee Benevolent Society. 

(3.) No. 
FORM OF APPLICATION FOR INTERMENT, FEES, &c. 

Benevolent Society ____________ _ 

188 
Name of deceased ••••... , .•...••••........••.. 
Age ........ ................................ . 
Religion ...•....................• ." ..••••.... 
Person making Application ....••....••........ 

CER'l'IFICATE. 

I HEREBY certify that I have enquired into this case, and find deceased had no friends or relatives to 
pay the fees of interment. 

Chairman Executive Committee Benevolent Society. 



.. 
To 
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(4.) 
HOBART PUBLIC CEMETERY._ 

No. __ --'- (SCHEDULE C.) 

FORM OF INS'.liRtJCTIONS FOR GRAYES. 
Ansrvei•s to be rvr/,tten ·opposite to the follorvinfJ Questions at 

. the time er/ !Jivin!J Orders. 
1. What denomination?, ____________ _ 
2. Name of deceased? _____________ _ 

3. Late Residence of deceased ? _________ _ 
4. Rank of deceased?---'---------.-----,---
5. Age of deceased? ___ years_·_ months __ clays 
6. Where born? __ ~ _________ _:__ ___ _ 
7. Minister to officiate? ____________ _ 
8. Day of Funerr,J ? ____ day of . 18 __ _ 
9. Wliat hour ? _______ --c::o'clock _____ _ 

10. No. of Grave on Plan issued'!. N o._·Compartment_ 
ll. If a Pt1blic Grave?---~~--~--
12. If a Private Grave, what width'!---~--- feet 
13. ,, ,, length? _______ feet 
14. What depth ? ___________ __c. ___ feet 
15. If first or second interment '/ _________ feet 
16. Nature of Disease, or supposed cause of Death'! __ _ 

Chairman Executive Committee B: S. 

Signature of __________ ~'--=---'-'---'-

Representative m· Undertaher. 

Order received this 
at 

clav of 
o'clock. •. 

Interment in Public Grave ..•..... 
Land for Private Grave, 8 ft. x 

fe·et · .... -. · •.• , ...• , ·. · .. , . -••. -. 
Sinking feet, or re 0 opening ••• 
Label ....••...•. · ..•............ 
Ce1·tificate of Right of Burial ••••. i: 
Pei·mission to ei•ect-:Monument .... · • 

.£ 

(5.) 

£ s. 

188 

d. 

Cltm·ifable -G1·ants Depm·tment, 
Benevolent Society Depot, 188. 

The Body of the under-mentioned lies at . Residence awaiting Interment:-
... 

Name. Age. 

No. Name. 

. Religion. D~te of_. Death . Remarks . 
. - . . . - - . •• 0 • ~ • h • . . . . . . .. - .. 

. .. 
The Hearse will leave the -Residence at 

(6.) 
[PRO~OSED BOOK FOR OFFICE.] 

MEDICAL RECORD. 

Certificate. 

10·30 A.M., and arrive at the Ceme-
tery by 11·30 A.M. on the 
instant . 

Cluiinna1i- Ex. Com. B. S. 

JJr. Date. 
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8,rn, 
Charitable Grants Depar-tmen.f, I 2t!t A:ugus.t, 1885. 

HAVING perused the lettei· of the Chairman of the Executive Committee of tli.e Benev.olent 
Society, dated the 26th iiay la,;t, I beg to return it with my observations thereupon, as desired. 

Suggestion 1.-With respect to this suggestion that certain forms, which for purposes of 
reference I have numbered 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, should be altered, I would observe that the omission 
asked for in No. 1 (Form 1), would appear to have for its o~ject something more than the mere 
improvement of the form; however, as the Administrator of Charitable Grants is the oflici;i] 
authorised to admit paupers to the Institution, and in whom is vested by law the power to order their 
detention therein for such period as he may deem necessary, it is right that the Superintendent 

. should have an assurance that a proper and legal authority will be forwarded to him in due cou.rse, 
and I therefore trust that the recommendation of the Chairman will not be acceded to . 

. Form No. 2 is that used through<)ut the Colony in connection with the Depots, and I see 
· no reason why a special one should be provided for lfobart. Certain particulars recommended to 

be omitted are necessary to enable me to effect a settlement as to ,the fond,.,....lmperial or ,Coloni_a_l,
to which the maintenance of inmates of the Depots is to be charged, and cannot well be dispensed 
with at present. ' 

Form No. 3.-There are very few of tbis form used, and for that reason I have not had special 
<mes printed. There is no objection to the adoption of -the for.I).1 proposed. 

Forms Nos. 4 and 5.-The printing of the words Chairman Executive ,Committee Be_nevolent 
Society seems hardly necessary, considering the small number .nsed; there were only 19 in _1884; 
but I have no objection to offer. 

Suggestion 2.-No. I Form wou:Jd answer all the purposes. The date of the original 
certificate would not be necessary in the ad interim order issue<l by the Chairman, but _should l!e 
given on the usual application forwarded to me for approval and order of detention. A medical 
certificate on the occasion of each admission of a pauper who is well known to be suflering from a 
•chronic complair.t or to be too old to earn a living might well be dispensed with. A medical record 

· (Form No. 6) of such cases would, I have no doubt, be very serviceable. 

Suggestion 3.-There is not, in my opinion, the slightest necessity for a second vehicle. No 
· •difficulty whatever would h.ave arisen respecting the use of that already provided but for the incivility 

of the Inquiring Officer to Mr. Judge when applying for it. The horse and cart are in the charge 
•of the Inquiring Officer, but he has no more right to their exc1nsive use than any other officer of 
the Department. It has become necessary that this fact should be made perfectly clear to Mr. 
'.Oatley, and also that his. real position in the Department should be folly impressed upon him. 

Suggestion 4.-As the Head of the Charitable Grants Department, it is my duty to· examine 
and certi(v to the monthly abstract of expenditure furnished by the Chairman, as no payment out of 
the Vote for the Maintenance of Paupers will be passed by the Audit Department without my 
•Certificate. It is also my duty to consider the recommendations of the Chairman in cases of pauper 
interments, and the admission of invalids to the New 'l'own Charitable Institution, and I do not see 
how the suggestion of the Chairman could be given effect to without a wide departure from the 
rules which govern the Public Service. As I am not aware of any necessity for a special exemption 
in favour of the Chairman, I cannot concur in his suggestion. 

It has always been my endeavour to work hannoniously with the Chairman, and I do not think 
he has any just reason to complain of my interforence with the decisions of the Executive Committee. 

Suggestion 5.-The wo1·k of the Benevolent Society has nothing whatever· to do with the 
Boarding·-out System, but the Inquiring Office1· is required to discharge such duties. in connection 
with the Boarding-out System as he can very conveniently perform on his way home in the Govern
ment vehicle,-such as leaving weekly at the Police Station, New Town, the money for the payment 
of foster parents, and conveying in the cart any children whose removal to New Town from Hobart 
-or vice versii., may be neeessary-a service which he is very rarely called upon to render. It is to 
be hoped that the recent intimation to the Inquiring Officer as to his duty in these respects will 
prevent misunderstanding in the future. 

Suggestion 6.--1 am not aware of any interference with the, Society in this matter. So far as 
I know, the Society have the entire control of the lying·-in cases, but, as the Institution is supported 
by the Government out of the funds voted for (be maintenance of paupers, I have the right to order 
admission thereto, and I exercise that right when necessary ; but beyond that, and certifying to the 
quarterly account as required by the Audit Hegnlations, I haye nothing to do with the Lying-in 
Establishment. 
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Suggestion 7.-The Administrator of Charitable Grants is" by law the officer in whom this 
power is vested, and under any circumstances it would not conduce to the discipline of the Estab~ 
lishment to give it to the Medical Officer. The Superintendent is head of the Establishment at 
present, but w}lat would be his position if the Medical Officer were authorised to interfere as 
sug·gested? 

Suggestion 8.-If this refers to the apprentices under the Boarding-out System, the Central 
Committee for boarding out Destitute Children are their legal guardians, and alone have the right 
to make arrang·ements for their disposal. 

I .may, perhaps, be permitted to avail myself of this opportunity to say that in all my official 
intercourse with the Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Benevolent Society I have been 
actuated by a desire to assist him in every way in my' power, and that · I am utterly unable to 
account for the extraordinary course he has recently adopted towards me. The personal feeling of 
the Chairman is evident from the character of the above suggestions, which, it is perfectly clear, 
have for their object the lowering of my stat~1s in the Public S~rvice, and the elevation of the 
Chairman to the position of head of the Charitable Grants Department. 

The cordiality which existed between the late Chairman and myself is well known, and on .the 
appointment of his successor it was my wish that the courtesy and good feeling which at that time 
existed between the Benevolent Society and this Office should be continued. In that, however, I have 
been disappointed, as well as in the pleasant anticipations in which I indulged when informed of the 
nomination for the vacancy of the present Chairman, and which anticipations were conveyed by me 
to the Government at the time objections were raised in certain quarters tu the appointment of the · 
gentleman who now fills the position of Chairman of the Executive Committee. 

I have, &c. 
J. Q'BOYLE, Administrator Charitable Grants. 

The Hon. the Chief Secretary. 

Sm, 
Chief Secretary's O-f}ice, Hobart, l 9tli August, 1885. 

. I HAVE the honor to acknowledge tl\e receipt of your letter cf the ] 0th inst;mt, in which you 
call my attention to your communication of the 26th May last suggesting alterations in the existing 
arrangements with the Benevolent Society for the management of the Out-door Relief in Hobart 
and suburbs . 

.:\s regards the alteration in Form marked (1), I cannot sanction the om1ss10n of the words 
struck out. 'l'he Administrator of Charitable Grants is the official authorised to admit paupers to 
Charitable Institutions, and in whom is vested by law the power to order their detention for such 
period as he may deem necessary, and the Superintendent is entitled to receive a formal notification 
that the requisite leg·al authority will be duly supplied. 

· : Form No. 2.-1 see no necessity for a special form in this case. l'he only alteration which I 
consider desirable is the omission of the enquiry as to whether the applicant arrived" free or bond." 

Form No. 3.-There is no objection to a special Form for Interments; the certificate, however, 
should be to the following effect:-" I hereby certify that I have enquired into this case, and find 
that the·deceased died without .means, and without relatives liable or friends willing to pay the 
expenses of interment." 

Considering the small _number required of the Forms N os. 4 and 5, it does not appear to me 
necessary to incur the expehse of printing separate series, as suggested. 

With regard to sug·gestion No. 2 in your letter, there is no objection to . Form No. 1 being 
supplied in a book. · 

There is no necessity for the date of the original Medical Certificate being 'stated on that form, 
but a reference must· be made thereto on the application forwarded for approval, and order of 

. detention. A book can be furnished, if thought desirable, to contain the information suggested by 
you. 

A :Medical Record,- as proposed in Form No. o, would, I have no doubt, be very serviceable 

The Government are not prepared to sanction the e'xpense involved in the maintenance of a 
horse and cart for the sole use of the Society. The occasions on which the present vehicle is 
required by any other officer of the Department than l\'Ir. Catley are by no means numerous, and 



31 

that officer must distinctly understand, as I informed him personally, that when required it is his 
duty to carry out the instruc.tions he may receive from the Administrator of Charitable Grants as 
regards the use of the horse and cart. 

The Administrator of Charitable Grants has certain defined duties devolving upon him in 
connection with the expenditure of the Vote for the Maintenance of Paupers. His certificate is 
required by the Audit Regulations before payment can be made of any cliiim upon that vote, and 
the Government do not con~ider that it would be either desirable or practicable to dispense with the 
existing examination by, and certificate of, that officer. ' 

The recommendation in suggestion No. 4 would lead to the inference that the Administrator 
of Charitable Grants had taken occasion to interfere unnecessarily with the recommendations of the 
Executive Committe~ of the Benevolent Society. If such is the opinion of the Committee, I have , 
to request that you will be good enough to state the particular cases referred to, for my information. 

The work of the Benevolent Society has nothing to do with the boarded-out children, except 
that Mr. Catley must perform the duty of leaving weekly, at the Police Station, New Town, the 

' money for the payment of foster pare:nts, and also convey in the cart any children whose removal 
to New Town from Hobart, or vice versa, may be necessa1·y. 

The Administrator of Charitable Grants exer.cises no control over the lying-in cases, but that 
officer must still continue to exercise the power of ordering· admission to the Home maintained by 
public funds for the reception of such cases when necessary, and the quarterly accounts must be 
certified by him. 

Suggestion No. 7 cannot be adopted. The Administrator of Charitable Grants is by· law the 
officer in whom the power is vested, and it would not be desirable to transfer that power to the 
Medical Officer. 

I am not aware what "apprentices" are referred to in suggestion No. 8; if to apprentices 
under the Boarding-out System, the Central Committee for boarding out Destitute Children are 
their legal g·uardians, and alone have the power to make arrangements for their disposal. If to any 
other apprentices, I am not aware of any law which would empower the Benevolent Society to act 
as thei~ guardians, and execute any instrument legally disposing of them. 

The Reverend J. W. SIMMONS, Chairman Exe,cuti'Ve 
Committee Benevolent Society, Hobart. 

I have, &c. 

EVIDENCE. 
[Continued from page 2-3.] 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14, 1885. 

MR. ALFRED JONES examined. 

ADYE DOUGLAS. 

440. By the Cliafrman.-:-What position do you occupy? 
anr,l Invalid Dep&t, Launceston. 

Superintendent of the Penal Establishment 

441. How long have you_ occupied that position?· For 14 years. 
442. What kind of accommodation have you for the invalids at Launceston? For the males part of 

the old Imperial barracks, and part of the old gaol, and for the females part of the old prison. 
443. Is the accommodation for males satisfactory? Y !,)S, 

444. And sufficient? Sufficient for 155 inmates. We receive applications from the country districts, 
J1owever, which we cannot receive, but for the last few years the number has been reduced although the 
institution has not been reduced. 

445. Are you satisfied with the accommodation for females? They appear satisfied, and they have 
every comfort. They are better attended than they would be in an institution by themselves, for they are 
attended by prisoners undergoing short sentences. The objection is only a matter of sentiment. 

446. Is their mixing with prisoners desirable? Not always. 
447. Do the female invalids object to be attended by prisone;·s o_f the Gaol? Not those at present 

there; there have been objections made to go to the Gaol. 
448. How do you provide for those so objecting? In some cases they are sent to the New Town , 

establishment, which is a hard case, as they have spent most of their Ii ves in the North. 
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449. Is there no other Government buildmg in Launceston suitable for those invalids? No; some 

years ago I recommended that a portion of the male depot be set •apart for females, and about 25 males 
be sent to Hobart, but the expense was greater than the Goyernment cared to expend. , 

450. You would have to send some males to Hobart to make provision for the females? Yes, there 
is only accommodation in the depot proper for 93,,but the balance sleep. in the old debtors' prison in the 
gaol, I having had _that made suitable. A lot of them sleep on the floor, preferring to do so rather than 

. come to the South; they say they would be strangers here, and would rather remain on that side of the 
Island. 

451. Do you think it desirable that accommodation should be provided for the females? I think it 
very desirable. There are cases at times with which I have very great difficulty in recommending how 
they are to be dealt with. Thei;e are cases in which persons reduced in circumstances object to being sent 
to the gaol, and it is very hard that they should be sent there. They have the depot grounds available, 
but they do not avail themselves of them, probably objecting to being seen by persons walking along . the 
street. 

452. What was the cost of the change you desired to make? I think the cost for 22 females would 
come to about £60. At that time I only had from 114 to 120 invalids as the daily average. It was not 
so much the accommodation that was required as an improvement in the nursing, or some one to take charge 
of them. There would have to be two nurses daily, for the women are too infirm to attend to themselves. 
I think the resident overseer's wife should have charge of them ; I reckon the cost .would be about £180 
per year. . 

453._ How long ago was that? About seven or eight years ago. 
454. Has there not been an idea of starting a new establishment at Launceston? Yes, a piece of land 

was purchased at Glen Dhu for that purpose, and it is still held by the Government. 
455. What kind of building was contemplated? A buildip.g to cost about £10,000, but I think it would 

be a pity Jo go to that expense, as the time will come when we will not require so much accommodation as 
at present. The old men are dying off, and we will not want so much accommodation in future as at 
present. 

456. Would you think it desirable in the interest of the inmates that a change should be made in the 
establishment at a cost of £180 pel' year? I do. The chief reason is that the number of female prisoner 
inmates is reduced, and it is with the greateet difficulty that I obtain attendance for them now. The number -
is so much reduced that" I have difficulty in getting the work of the establishment performed. 

457. Hav.e you any means of getting attendance for them 7 No, and I have thought that it is an 
injustice to the prisoners for them to perform the duty, as sometimes they have to work night and day,-a 
thing not usual for prisoners. 

458. Were those prisoners sentenced to hard labour 7 Yes, it is always so unless otherwise expressed. 
459. In what way was it hardship for them? In their working night and clay, Sundays also. We 

have recently had several applications from bedridden and infirm persons, but ha"e not been abte to admit 
them in consequence of the depot being full. I make it a practice of keeping the establishment full, but 
only with the class able to assist themselves. 

460. Do you find many of the inmates able to do a little work? Very few indeed; I have to pay 
some of them as wardsmen to do the work. There are a few employed about the grounds doing the 
necessary work. 

461. Do you have to employ wardsmen other than inmates? No; having the prisoners at my disposal 
I avail myself of them in cleaning the premises, thus saving any additional cost. 

462. By J.1i1·. Hartnoll.-You say that the old prison class is fast dying out, and in a few years it will 
not be necessary to make provision for them : but in looking at the progress of the town and increasing 
population of the Colony, is it not wise to make provision for paupers, as that class is bound to be kept up 
to a certain standard ? Yes, but not to the same extent as in the past. 95 per cent. of the inmates of the 
Invalid Depots during the last 25 years have been prisoners, and death is reducing them every year. 

463. ·wm it not always be necessary to have a pauper establishment in Launceston? No doubt ofit. 
464. What number ought to be provided for? I do not think we will ever have more than 60 males 

and 40 females. 
465. Do you think provision for 100 would be necessary wirllout drafting any to Hobart? Yes, and 

the site purchased by the Govemment at Glen Dim would answer admirably for both males and females. 
[f temporary arrangements were made they ought to be of such a character that afterwards they would be 
suitable for a permanent establishment. 

466. ,v ould it be better to construct a building that would answ~r in after years ? The place available 
now would last for many years. There is a place joinins· the site purchased at Glen ~Im, an~ which is now 
iii the ma:·ket, that ought to be purchased. I believe tliat would form a good residence for the Super
intendent or whoever had charge of the establishment It might also be used for contagious diseases or 
epidemics. It is a very valuabl~ property. 

467. Are you aware that a strong feeling ~xists in Launceston for doing away with the Depot buildings, 
and converting the grounds into a public reserve for the town 7 Yes. 

468. B.IJ tlte Clwfrman.-·would you think it ·desh·able, in view of the almo~t ce_rtain decre:15e of 
invalids in the Colony, that permanent provision s~ould be ~ia~e at Hobart ~oo: all mvahds? I thmk to 
bring some of those· people to the South would be like committmg them to a hvmg grave. 

469. Do you ever receive any lying-in cases to be kept in the Depot? Yes, ·unfor~unately, we have 
had several cases ot·young girls being confined. I have now a case of a girl who came rn from Avoca. I 
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have had great difficulty in making arrangements, simply because there are no other p:aces in Launceston 
to put her in. 

470. Are they confined there? Yes. 
471. Do you have cases every year? No ; for several years we had no cases, in consequence of my 

refusing to admit them, knowing that the Dorcas Society had power to make arrangements for them, and 
I had no accommodation. Typhoid fever broke out there twice, and I had no accommodation of i1mlating 
them in co11sequence of having more invalids than I oug~t to have had. 

472. Is any provision made by the Benevolent Society or Dorcas Society for lying-in cases? Yes, by 
voluntary contribution. The Chairman of the Benevolent Society assists them to some extent. -The want 
of a proper establishment is very much felt in Launceston. 

473. Do those persons stay long with you after their confinement? A.bout a month, or a little more. 
474. What becomes of them? Unfortunately, they are generally women of the town. 
475. What becomes of the children? The mothers take them with them. 
476. What was the ages of the girls? From 17 or 18 years and upwards. 
477. Do ever the same girls come back for a second confinement? No; but I know a case where a 

girl had three illegitimate children, but only one was born in the establishment. 
478. By ]lfr. I-Iartnoll.-What was the age of the youngest girl taken to the lying-in hospital? 

Seventeen years. I have known younger girls have children, hut they have been provided for in the 
brothels. 

479. By the Clwinnan.-,-Is it desirable for such girls to mix with the invalids? No, it is very 
undesirable. 

480. Is it calculated to injure the girls' characters by mixing with a class of old criminals? It would 
rather injure the invalids; the girls are mostly on the town, and the invalids are a very superior class of 
old hands. 

481. Have you not sent several invalids to Hobart lately? I have not sent any from my establishment. 
The former practice was when ::i number of applications were sent in from the country districts for me to 
forward a number from Launceston to Hobart to make room for the new-comers. That I objected to,_as 
the new-comers generally were not clean, and I made arrangements for them to be sent direct to Hobart. 

482. Have you good bath accommodation? Fair. · 
483. Have you good appliances for washing? We have no modern appliances whatever, and the old 

men had to wear their shirts for a fortnight last winter, as we had no means of drying the washing. 
484. Is the conduct of the inmates generally as good as could be expected? Very good; no trouble 

is experienced. Occasionally the men get drink, and do not come home ; those I have punished. 
485. Do those employed get wages ? Only the wardsmen. 
486. If the invalids go out to work in summer time do they go out penniless? Yes ; but very few 

go out unless they have employment to go to. I get them a free pass on the railway when necessary. If 
they were permitted to leave without having got work it would only cause expense to the Government to 
bring them biick again. 

~87. Is there ever any delay in recei.ing persons into the depot? Never, when there is room for them. 
Country magistrates sometimes send them in without making enquiry, and when the depot is full, if we 
had not the gaol available, they would be destitute in Launceston. Certificates have, however, been sent to 
the country districts asking that enquiries be first made. One difficulty frequently arises-children of 
parents under sentence are ordered by magistrates, without legal authority, to be admitted to the gaol and 
left with their mothers. This is most inconvenient. Sometimes-they are placed in the cells with mothers. 
When the parent is undergoin~ long sentence I have recommended that the childrPn be farmed out. 
There is a want of accommodation for children of this kind. I had two of those cases within the last 
month. 

488. With regard to magistrates sending cases to you which you consider unde~erving, have you ever 
found them possessed of means enabling them to live alone? No ; in some irn;tances persons have been 
recommended by parties, but enquiries having been made regarding them have shown they had sons 
capable of supporting them outside the dep6t, and then they have been refused admittance. Where it is 
possible, I put men of a superior class by themselves. 

489. Are there any suggestions you can make regarding the management of the depot under. your 
charge? No. Some doubt has arisen in Launceston as to the power of the Chairman of the Benevolent 
Society in ordering admission to the depot. Some time ago a magistrate gave an order, and a man was 
admitted. This was found to be irregular, and an order had to come from the Police Magistrate. It 
was not distinctly stated that the parties were to be admitted and then referred to the Police Magistrate, 
and I misunderstood it. The matter was brought under the notice of the Department, who said I should 
admit the invalid to the depot, and then refer the matter to the Police Magistrate. This is merelv to 
enable a record being kept, and no inconvenience is caused to the applicant. · 

490. Do you think it desirable that such a course should be taken? Yes; it is not to review the 
-Order, but merely to obtain a record. 

WILLIA)[ THO)[AS STRUTT, 

GOVEUX)IE:-'J' l'RI::-;'l'ER, TASc,IA~IA. 


