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SELECT COMMITTEE appointed, 9n the 3rd October, 1893, to enquire into 
_ - and report upon the Holart Water Bill ( No. 2). 

MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE . 
. MR. CRISP. MR. HIDDLESTONE. 

Mr. INGLIS-CLARK. 
Mn. HAMILTON. 

MR. DAVIES. 
MR. GILL. 

DAYS OF MEETING. 
Thursday, October 5; Monday, October 9; Wednesday, October 11; Thursday, October 12; Friday, October 13; 

. Wednesday, October 25. 

WITNESSES EXAMINED. 
Mr. William Perkins, Mr. James Gregory, Mr. William Batt, Mr. J.C. Han; Mr. F. W. Piesse, Mr. A. Strathern, 

Capt. J. Bayley, Mr. James Clark, Mr. W. H. Smith, Mr. Geo. Luckman, Mr. R. S. Milles. 

EXPENSES OF WITNESSES. · 
Ni/,. 

REPORT. 
YouR Commit'tee have the honor to report that th~y have carefully considered the Bill referred to 
them, and that h!lving heard and duly weighed the evidence of the representatives of the Petitioners 
against the Bill, as well as that of the Corporation Officials, they suggest certain alterations therein, 
and now have the honor to submit the Bill as ,evisecl to the _favourable _consideration of your 
Honorable House. 

Committe~ Room, 25th October, 1893. 
A. INGLIS-CLARK, Chairman. 

M I N UTE S O F PR O C E E D I N a·s. 

THURSDAY, OCT•)BER 5, 1893. 
The Committee met at 11 ·30 A.M. · 

Present.-Mr. Inglis-Clark, Mr. Davies, l\.fr. Crisp, Mr. Crowther, Mr._Hiddlestone, Mr. Hamilton. 
Mr. Hamilton was voted to the Chair. 
The Chairman tabled a Petition from certain Town °3oards and Road Trusts for alleged injustice in the p10-

visions of the Hobart Water Bill (No. 2). Vide H.A. PapeL, No. 98, 1893. 
Mr. William.Perkins was called in and examined. 
Mr. Perkins withdrew. 
At 1 P.11!. the Committee adjourned until 2·30 P.M. on !IConday, the 9th instant. 

MONDAY, OCTCBER 9, 1893. 
The Committee met at 2·30 P.M. 

Present.-Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Hiddlestone, Mr. Gill, Mr. Crisp, Mr. foglis-Clark (Chairman). 
The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. _ 
The Chairman tabled Petitions from the inhabitants of 1he Suburbs of Hobart resident within the Town of New 

Town and District of South Glenorchy, against certain pro\.isions in the Bill. 
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:Mr. James Gregory, Member of the Town Board, Sandy Bay, was called in and examined. 
Mr. Gregory withdrew. 
Mr. William Batt, Member of the Town Board;Sandy Bay, was called in and examined. 
Mr. Batt withdrew, . . . 
The Committee adjourned at 4 P.:1,1. until 10·30 A.I!. oil Wednesday, the llth}nstant: 

WEDNESDAY,.OCTOBER 11, 1893. 
·The Committee met at 10·45 A.lf: 

Present.-Mr. Crowther, Mr. Gill, Mr. Crisp. 
In the absence of the Chairman, Mr. Inglis-Clark, Mr. Crowther was voted to the Chair pro tcmporc. 
'The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 
Mr. John Caplin Hall was called in and examined. 
Mr. Hamilton appeared in his place, and took the Chair. 
Mr. Hall withdrew. 
Mr. F. Piesse was called in and examined. 
Mr. Piesse withdrew. 
The Committee adjournhd at 12·45 P.M. until 11 A.~r. ori Thursday, the 12th instant. 

The Committee met at 11 ·10 A.M. 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER.12,.1893. 

Prcscnt.-Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Crisp, Mr. Gm, Mr. Hiddlestone: 
·The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed: 
Alexander Strathern, Chairman of the Mount Stuart Road Trust, was called in and examined. 
Mr. Strathern withdrew. 
·Captain James Bayley was called in and examined .. 
-Captain James Bayley withdrew. 
Mr. Ja mes Clark was called in and examined. 
Mr. Clark withdrew. 
'The Committee adjourned at 1 P.M. until 3 P.M. 

·The Committee reassembled at 3 P.J\f. 

Mr. William Henry Smith was called in and examined. 
Mr. Smith withdrew. 
The Committee adjourned at 4 P.M. until 3 P.M. on Friday, 13th October. 

The Committee met at ·2·30 P.i.r. 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 13, 1893. 

Prcscnt.-Mr. Hiddlestone, Mr. Crowther, Mr. Gill, and Mr. Hamilton (Chairman). 
·The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirri1eci. 
]\fr. George Luckman was ca!Jed in and examined. 
Mr. Luckman withdrew. 
Mr. R. S. Milles was called in and examined. 
Mr. Milles withdrew. 
·The Committee adjourned at 3·45 P.M. until a date to be hereafter determined.by the Chairman. 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 25, 1893. 
°The Committee met at 3·30 P.M. 

Prcsent.-Mr. Hiddlestone, Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Inglis-Clark, Mr. Gill. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 
The Committee then proceeded to.consider the Bill. 
Clauses 1 to 58 agreed to. 
Clause 59 (Rates and charges for water to be so regulated as not to exceed annual expenditure), amended by 

,adding the words "And if in any year the amount received is more than sufficient for all the purposes aforesaid, the 
Council is hereby required, whenever practicable, to m·ake a proportionate reduction in the rates and charges payable 
by the consumers of water to be in the next year made in respect of water supplied under and by. virtue of the said 
Act or this Act," to the end of the Clause. 

Clauses 60 to 66 read and agreed to. , · 
Clause 67 (Council may assess value of property beyond the City), struck out. 
Clauses 68 and 69 agreed to. 
Clause 70 (Appropriation of Water Rates and Charges) struck out. 
Clauses 71 to 94 and Schedule ag_reed to .. 
The draft Report was tabled, read, and agreed to. 
The Committee adjourm,d· sine die .. , 
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E VI DENO E. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 5, 1893. 

WILLIAM PERKINS, examined. 

l. By Dr. Ormvther.-Whnt is your name? William Pel'kins. 

2. What al'e you ? I am a Solicitor. 
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3. Where do you live ? On the Sandy Bay Road, about two and a half miles out of the city. 

4. Are you s"t1pplied with water by the Corpora :ion? Yes. 
5. And you pay rates for that service? Yes. 

6. You have read the Bill now before. the Hons':) in regard to which this Committee is now enquiring?' 

7. Will you give tis your views as far as Sanely Bay is concerned? I am of opinion that the proposals
contained in the Bill are unfair to the residents of that locality. 

8. ·will you tell us your reasons for thinking so ? In the first case the Bill gives us no representation, 
in the matter of the expenditure of money. borrowEd by the Hobart Corporation, and for which we a.Te 
responsible. I will show you how we a-re respor:sible, because it is very important to clear up that 
point. Under 41 Viet. No. 20, no suburban occupier was liable to payment of any water rate unless foe 
premises be Ii ved in were, with his consent, actually supplied with water for domestic purposes. The law 
was subsequently altered by a recent Act making all suburban residents liable if the Corporation mai:-is 
were laid to within 50 feet of the outer boundary of the premises. I submit that any property with in that 
area must be liable to pay ·the interest on and the principal of the £160,000 borrowed, and the same wi~h 
regard to any money hereafter to be borrowed. \\' e therefore sta1,d upon the same footing with regard 
to town residents as to our liability both for thE debt and the intel'est, and should not be treated 
diffel'ently. With regard to our supply, it is b_v no means equal t-o that which is furnished to the· 
city, the main at present being, I believe, a 3-inch main to supply all the houses in our locality .. 
There is a very poor supply in the case of tlre, and we are absohitely forbid.den to use the 
water for flushing drains. V'/ e have all a.long ::ieen led to understand that we are only entitled 
to surplus water, that is, when it is available. A.s to the rati11g of the properties, we contend: 
that they have been assessed by the Government Valuator, and, if insufficiently, could be rated 
higher ; also, that being _out of town, we have no right to be rated the same as if in the town, because the· 
houses outside the city boundary will not let for as m:1ch rent as within the limits of the cit_v. In addition 
to that, living in the suburbs we are ohliged to pay ertra. for garden taps and cattle, which are rates that 
in the generality of cases do not fall upon the ratepayers in the city. An amendment in the law recently 
.took place by which an increased suburban rate -was imposed beyond what is levied in town, and this
increased suburban water rate was allowed to become law upon the understanding that a sum of money was 
about to be spent in laying an additional main in Sandy Bay. That has not been done, and, as far as I 
know, I do not·_ think more than £150 has ·been spent in laying mains within the last 10 years. The· 
amount I am alluding to was expended in connection with the laying of a 3-inch main for about half a 
mile between the second and third milestones. That :s all the money that has been spent in layil).g water 
as far as I know .. We complain that a sum of £30,D00 has latel_v been borrowed, of which £8000 has. 
been thrown away upou a dam which is practically n,eless, and we have had no voice whatever in the· 
matter. Our property is liable, and we claim the rigbt to have a voice in the disposal of any further sum
that may be borrowed for which we are to be made responsible. vVe have a right to be treated on the· 
same footing as town residents, inasmuch as we a]ege that the water supplied to Sandy Bay is drawn 
partly from the Sandy Bay district, and was originally ,rested in the Corporation for the purpose of supplying· 
the town and suburbs, of which we are one. I am in:'ormed that the water was originally laid on to Sandy 
Bay upon the understanding that we should not be clnrgecl more than the town residents, and the grounds 
of my belief are that Mr. George Luckman and othe1s can speak of their own personal knowledge with 
regard to the documents that were prepared and prese;:ited to the Hobart Corporation by Mr. Lipscombe, 
then an alderman, and also representative of the Sandy Bay Corporation. We also claim that if the pre
sent Bill becomes law it will enable the Corporation to levy 18d., or, say, ls. 4d. equally all round. Tht. 
cost of the water may only be 9d., and the balance -.vould be devoted to Hobart streets and Corporation 
purposes generally, which is contrary to the trtie intention and meaning of the original Act. We also 
claim that there should be an official audit by the Go~rnment Auditor of the revenue obtained from the 
'Yater rates, so that it may be seen that those who are interested in the matter have their rights protected 
by the reduction of the rates for the next year if there should he a surplus, or, if so desired, by the
establishment of a larger sinking fund so that the debt may be reduced sooner. I am informed that these 
are charged to the Water Account items, which I think ought not to appear there, and that there should. 
be a larg·e annual surplus available for the diminution ,Jf the debt. I have nothing more to say. . 

9. By Dr. Cro,i-ther.-Do you not think we ought to have some representation if we are charged 
extra? Yes, I have said so. · 

· 10. Has it not been agreed, at a conference with :he Corporation, to establish a Water Tmst? Yes~ 
We have endeavoured, both by writing to the Corporation and by interviewing them for some time past, to. 
get them to agree to it. · · 
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11. If this Bill becomes law it will be an injusti~e to the ·sandy Bay District? Yes, most certainly. 
12. By 1lir. Davies.-You .have already said, in reply to Dr. Crowther, that you suffer from non

Tepresentation. Are yon a ware of the value of the property in the suburbs? Yes, I have heard what it 
is worth from Mr. Gregory and Mr. Piesse. 

13. Ar_e you aware that the value of property in Hobart .is £185,000, and in the suburbs £28,000 
-only'! '.l.'he revenue from the _suburbs is daily increasing, which is not the case with regard to the town. 

14. You are of opinion that any balance that the Corporation may have over and· above what is 
·necessary to pay the interest on bnrrowed money and carry out the necessary repairs to mains should be 
-devoted to the establishment of a sinking fond in order to pay off the principal ? Yes ; I would prefer 
that rather than reduce the rate for the ensuing year. We are quite satisfied to pay ls. or ls. 2d. in the 
£1. No one objects to pay that a~ far as Sandy Bay is concerned. Under the original Act it was 
required that it should be clevoted to the reduction of the rate for the ensuing year ; I would rather see the 
-debt reduced. 

15. Do you not think that it is _but fair that we who live in the suburbs should pny a higher rate than 
those in the City? No. I consider that Sandy Bay, having had its water supply taken from it,· it is a 
great injustice to charge a higher rate. We are paying ls. 4d. as against ls.; and the difference is being 

,spent on Hobart streets and improvements. We could supply ourselves at a less rate than we are now 
payirig. , 

16. Are you aware that the salaries of the Corporation officials are charged in proportion against the 
Municipal Funds and the Water Funds? I have not seen any details of the accounts. 

17. Are yon awai·e that it is competent for any ratepayer to overhaul the books of the Corporation on 
payment ofa shilling? No, I was not aware of that. I hope to be able to avail myself of it. 

18. By 1lfr. Grisp.-Yoti are aware that the object of this Bill is more particularly to consolidate 
·,previous Acts ? I am. 

19. Haye you read the Bill? Yes. 
20. There are three things to which you o~ject,-(1) "the Corporation having power to assess the 

suburbs, (2) non-representation of suburbs in borrowing and appropriation of mo!1ey, (3) differential rating. 
In introducing the Bill the Corporation were quite willing that it should be referred to a Select Committee 
in order to have all grievances put right. A8 far as I am concerned I want to know from you all that 
is necessa!'y to remove such grievances. As regards assessment, do you not think for water purposes only 
it should be same as in town? No', for thi<l reason, that in the town you are close to the main, whilst in 
the ·1mburbs it costs the ratepayer more or less to get his water laid on. It would cost me £40 to lay on 
water. Again, the other day, when I built a property on the _Sandy Bay Road, I had to pay .£3 or £4 
to lay on water because, the house was a little off the road. 

21. You must be aware that to carry this main down to Sandy Bay it must cost a good deal more 
money than in the thickly populated dililtricts of Hobart? No, it is only a 3-inch pipe that has been down 
for about 30 years. 

22. Then, for water purposes you do not think we should assess the same ? No. We do not get the 
,same privileges. You do not allow us water for flushing, and we have not the same supply. A 3-inch pipe 
to supply 50 houses in my own locality is not enough. · 

23. If you were charged the same rate per £1 as is levied in town, would that meet with your 
:approval? I do not think that would be fair unless I were assessed lower than for the same sized house in 
town. A house in Sandy Bay assessed at £70 would be assessed at £100 in Hobart. I do not think it 
just to have to pay the same as in town. 

24. Why should you be charged less? Because it costs me mOJ·e to lay on my water, and I am p11t 
in as a secondary consideration. You will see by the evidence of Mr. Smith given before the Select 
Committee in 1890, that the residents of Sandy Bay are not guaranteed a supply, which may be intermittent, 
and depends upon there being any overplus. 

25. You do not think that it wo11ld be satisfactory to have an uniform rate for all properties, no matter 
whether they be situated in the town or the suburbs? No. A large house uses more water than a small 
,cottage. In town you have water-closets, which we do not have. 

26. A six-roomed cottage would be assessed at £40 a year in Hobart, and WOLtld not be more than £30 
:in the suburbs. You say it would not be fair to assess that house at £40 in Sandy Bay? No, not unless 
_you give us the same size of pipe. 

27. Did you not always have a good supply of water? No, not until the continuation of a 3-iuch 
main for half a mile in Sandy Bay. · 

2_8. You have not, made any complaints during the last six months? No. Others are short; and 
,down at the Battery there is not much left in a 3-inch pipe. 

29. You are quite agreeable that any surplus from the water ratfls should be put into a sinking fund 
-or carried to the credit of ·water Account? Yes; I would like to see the debt reduced. 

30. B.1/ M1·. Hiddlestone.-You were not aware that garden taps and cattle were assessed in town? 
Yes I was, but ,not to the same extent. I mean that almost every suburban resident keeps a cow or has a 

-garden. In Elizabeth-street they do not keep a cow or have a garden. 
31. You must be aware that in town we have to pay 5s. a year for a horse and the same for a 

cow? Yes. 
· 32. As to the suburban property being liable for the money that is borrowed for -water purposes, it is 

·.the first time I knew of it? I hope I have made it plain· to you. 
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33. You say that at Sandy Bay you are· not a-llo·wed to flush : m Hobart we cannot do this some-
times? I have seen it done in Hobart from th·e sta:::id-pipes. 

34. In town we have to flush gutters with salt -:vater. Those who have the privilege of flushing water
closets in town have to pay for it according to their·3ssessment.-1Vitness: I did not know 'that. 

35. They pay in the shape of a sanitary rate. Now, as to the assessment. To show how unfair the 
position is we wiil take the assessment of Mr. Gregory's house, ·which is £90, while a house in Hobart no• 
largel' is assessed at £ll0? The Bill was got throrgh last year npon the understanding that a main shoald 
be laid to Sandy Bay, which has not been done. Vf e ha,ve paid increased rates for twelve months, and you 
have broken faith with us, and you want to do the scime again, which is because we have no representati::m .. 

36. B,11 the Chainnan.-Will you sho~~: us vhere we are obliged to supply the suburbs? Yes. 
Under 24 Viet. No. 9 the supply of water to the Ci1y of Hobart and suburbs was ves_ted in the Corporati-=>n
Section 37 of this Act provides that "'fhe Council shall, if practicable, cause pipes to be laid down and 
water to he brought to every part of the places and districts within the limits of this Act and beyond the· 
City whereunto the 9ouncil is required by so many owners or occupiers of houses in such part beyond ~he· 
City as that ·the aggTegate amount of the suburban water-ra.te. hereafter mentioned payable by them 
annually shall not be less than one-tenth part of the 3xpense of providing and laying down such pipes." On. 
reference to 4] Viet: No. 20, Sect. 13, it will be seen that occupants of premises outside the City are not 
liable to payment of any water-rate unless the water is actually laid on at their own request. Reverting to 
24 Viet. No. 9, Section 36 contains the following: "The Council shall, at the request. of the owner. or· 
occupier of any house or part of a house occupied as a separate dwelling situated within the City, the outer 
boundary of which is within fifty feet of any main or other pipe of the Council, fo1"11ish to such person 
within such 'dwelling-house, by means of communica:tion-pipes and other necessary and proper apparatus, to, 
be provided, laid down, and· maintained as to such pa.rt thereof as is within the outer boundary of the premises 
at the cost of such person, a sufficient supply of watEl' for his domestic purposes, including a supply for any 
private water-closet and fixed bath in such_ dwelling-house." 

37. By the Chairman.-If the Corporation lay down pipes where the a1:nual suburban water nte· 
does not mjtke up one-tenth part of the cost of so tloing, you will have to balance the account? ]:'he· 
Acts have made us liable to the additional charge. 

38. B;lj 1lfr. Hamilton.-Would you rather iave this Bill dispensed with? Yes. We prefer a· 
W atei- Tmst. · 

:39. By lllr. Crisp.-Are you aware that the Corporation are constructing a ne1Y reservoir? Yes,, 
but it will not benefit us. · 

40. Are you awal'e that we borrowed £30,000 for water purposes? Yes. 
41. Are you aware that we shall require .£10,0J0 more to complete the construction of the new reser-· 

voir? No. I was not. 

42. Are you aware that this reservoir is being eonstrncted principally in the interests of the suburbs?' 
No. You are endangering all below it by having tte two reservoirs in the same val-ley. 

43. By i11'r. Hamilton.-Failing a Water Tm:-:t, woLtld yotl ln sati-sfied with this Act amended upon 
the lines you have suggested? Certainly, if the interests of residents are fully protected. The last Act 
ought to be repealed, because the terms have not beEn carried out. · 

44. 'l'he objection yoti refer to would be got over in the repeal that is contemplated in this Act?' 
Yes, if the surplus moneys are properly applied in aJcordance with the provisions of the prnsent Act, or by 
the establishment of a sinking fond .. 

45. Then· if the revenue derived from water is applied 011ly to water pu1·poses you will° be pt>rfectly 
satisfied ? Yes. 

46. As to your objections against the mode of :assessment, would you be satisfied if the Governm'lnt. 
or Police assessment were taken. Yes, either would do. 

47. With regard to the supply, has not that b3en one somce nf dissatisfaction? Yes. During the· 
last twelve months, however, I have had no cause for complaint. 

48.' '!.'his new Bill came as a surprise to yoti? Yes. We thought. there was going to be a Water Tr□st .. 
49. It was the objections to the Bill which ga-v3 rise to the Petition? Yes, partly so. 
50. This Petition purports to be from nine different p Ltblic bodies? Yes. 

51. Did these nine bodies decide upon a vVater Trnst? Yes. ,. 
52. You would be content if this Bill was amrnded in the direction you have indicated, that is, con-· 

solidation? If a vVater Trust cannot be obtained v--e must mak1:, the best bSJ.rgain we can for ourselves. 
We are in the hands of the Corporation. 

53. By the Chairnw.n.-You are aware that ~he establishment of a Water Trust is a more difficult. 
piece of business than to consolidate the Bills and \Vater-rights. It would necessitate a new electorate, a 
new governing body, and the arrangement and transfer of debt and interest in mortgages, and many other· 
thinp:s. It would be an Act that would require somCJ careful preparation. Then the necessary valuatiom, 
would have to be obtained? I do not think the :Bill would be longer than the present one, and the 
valuations and assessments could be uniform in the case ofa Water Trust. 

54. So far from being a shorter Bill it would b3 a much longer one? You could adopt the provisions 
of other Acts as to rating and valuations, &c. in the same way as you adopt the provisions of the "Lands 
Clauses Consolidation Act" · 

· 55. You speak about the Bill being an injustice to suburban residents. Now, is it not a fact that the 
only two new features affecting the suburbs are, firstly, the granting ·the Corporation the power of assessing 
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·them, and secondly, the appropriation of any ,surplus ·of the Water Account to ge1ieral purposes? I ·cannot 
-say now. I would not like to answer posit~vely that they are the only new features in the Bill. 

56. Compared with the present law I think you will find that the only new _features in the Bill are 
·those I have referred to? Yes, in addition to confirming what we object to. You are trying- to ·confirm 
_your previous wrong-doing._ • 

57. If Clauses 67 and 70 are struck 01.1:t your position will not be altered? We shall be in no worse 
·position. · · 

58. I see no difference. Witne.~s: We shall not have the rights we claim. 
59. Seeing that at the present time the Municipal Council have the power to 1:ate yon higher than 

·the City residents, would it Not place yot1 in a better position if it was made uniform? No, because we 
protest against paying it. 

60. Supposing that the Corporation had the power to assess the suburbs, and, at the same time, ·they 
were· compelled to levy uniform rates, would you not be better off.? · No._ · 

61. Every resident would have the right to appeal? His appeal ·would be no good if he were to be 
rated on thr. price that his house would let for in town. Take, for example, Mr. J. Bradford's house. In 
town that house might let for £] 00 a year, but in Sandy Bay it will only let for £30, on account of its 

··being a distance off the main road. The Bill would cause it to be rated the same as if it was a town house. 
62. Is there such a phrase in the Bill? No; but we understand that to be the principle of the rating. 
63. By 111r. Crisp.-There was a conferenc~ of all the representatives of the various local irnthorities, 

·,and a resolution was prepared by one of them which was discussed, but was not put to the meeting : are 
_you aware of that? No; I understood that the resolution was put and carried. 

64. Are you aware that the resolution was not put from the chair, although it was discussed? No. 
65. The Mayor promised that the City Council would send you their answer-did yon understand 

·.that to be the case? No; I understood that the resolution was put and carried. 

MONDAY, OCTOBER !:), 1893. 

JAMES QREGORY, called and examined. 
66. By M1·. Gill.-What is your name ? James Gregory. 
-67. You are a resident of Sandy Bay? Yes. 
·68. How are you supplied with water in Sandy Bay ? Fairly well. 
·69. From what source? From the City. 
70. Have yon read 24 Viet. No. 9-the Water Act ofl860? Yes; I have read it through. 
71. And 31 Viet. No. 13, and 41 Viet. No. 20? Yes.· 
72. They were all for the purpose of supplying Hobart and the submbs with water. Yes. _ 
73. What was understood by the inhabitfmti; of Sandy Bay when they conceded the right to their 

·water to the Corporation? The Bill of 1860 fully explains the conditions upon which the City Council 
was allowed to take other streams than those they had at their command at the time: they were to supply 
the City of Hobart Town and suburbs and places adjacent thereto with water, and for the 30_ years follow
ing they continued to do so at the same uniform _rate. 

· 74-. Have the inhabitants of Sandy Bay ever contributed to the expense of laying branch mains and 
water pipes in that suburb? '!'hey have contributed, so far as their labour is concerned, in digging the 
·trenqhes and filling ii;i the earth when the piping was laid, but I am not aware that they contributed to the 
-..cost of the pipes themsiilves. One I laid at my own cost. . In 1879 I dug to the required depth, under 
Mr. J ames's instructions, and after the pipes were laid I filled in the trenches. Mr. James Pstimated it 
would cost £25. for the work I <lid, but it did not cost me near that. That work is now public property. 
While I was in England in 1885, I ai:n told, several residents in Princes-street subscribed to do the same 

·thing,-viz., to open the ground to enable the Corporation to lay the pipes. 
75. How do you pay for the water at the present time? Quarterly. 
76. On the assessment of y~ur properties ? Yes. 'l'he rate is ls. 4d. in the pound. 
77. Was not the Act passed allowing the ·Corporation to rate you up to ls. 6d. on t!J.e annual value, 

-and requiring you to pay for water if the mains are under 50 feet from your boundaries? Yes; that is the 
present law. 

78. What has been the effect of it? I don't think the Corporation has acted upon it. They have not 
·,raised the water rate to i.~. 6d. ; it is ls. 4d. up to £40, and. ls. above that. 

'i9. Have the Corporation laid any mains in yom district? Just before the present Act came into 
· force they laid one in .Ashfield-street. 

80. Did they give you any ass·urance of any work being done before that Act came into force? Yes ; 
they gave us an assurance that there would. be a large amount done, costing. something like £7000, but I 

,am not aware of anything having been done up to the present time. 
81. Have no new mains been laid to increase your supply since that Act was passed? About twelve 

months ago there was a JO-inch main laid from the New Wh_arf to the Waterworks. At that time I was 
i'll in bed, but I was informed that a SII}all branch was left in at the junction of High-street and Princes
sstreet, West, which will enable the Corporation to supply us at some ·future day. 



(Ko. 102.) 

5 

82. Does that main supply any water at the p~esent time ? No, it is pel'fectly dry. 
83. What is the present supply like ? I canrot complain myself. 

84. Is the supply constant? I have no causE to complain myself, although many people living close 
,:round me are not satisfied. They have i-inch galvanised pipes, while I have a 3-inch main. 

· 85. Are you allowed to flush out drains or wa:er streets ? No. • 

86. What representation have you on the Ci:y Council? None at all. lVIr. Dooley put the same 
•question !O me when I was examined on the comm-ttee here three years ago. 

87. Are the inhabitants of Sandy Bay wiilin[! that the City Council should have power to assess tlieir 
properties ? Certainly not. They ~ant some inc.ependent authority-the Government, for instance-to 

--assess their properties, and not an authority antagooistic to them. 

88. What appeal would they have under this Bill if they were willing the Council should have power 
to assess their properties ? They woL1ld have to appeal to a Court of Justices, the same as the citizens do 
already. · 

89. Would they be willing to form themselvEs into a W~ter Trust? Yes. We met the Corporation 
with that object in view, and presented our claims md wishes in that respect. 

90. What was the result of that confe1·ence ? The Council would not entertain our proposal. 
91. Will you read Section 84 of 24 Viet. }\-o. I) ? Yes ; it is as follows ?-" The 'freasurer of the 

Corporation shall keep a separate and distinct Acc:mnt, to be called 'The Hobart Tow1i' vVater Acconnc;' of 
-all moneys received and paid under the powers and provisions of this Act, and all rates and moneys 
received and. paid under the powers and provisionE of this Act; ,and all rates and moneys received ·by the 
Council or the Treasurer under the provisions of this Act shall be carried to the credit of the said Account, 
and shall be appropriated and applied to the purp05es of this Act, including any purchase-money of land 
-and compensation payable untler this Act, and to r:o othel' purpose whatsoevel'." 

92. Will yot1 turn to Sections 15 and 16 of 41 Viet. No. 20, and read them ? Yes ; they ar3 as 
follows :-" 15. The Council shall from time to ti_ne so regulate all the rates and charges to be levied and 
macle fol' the supply of water under the provisions of the said Act and this Act that the amount of such 
rates and charges shall be as near as may be sufficient to pay the interest upon any money borrowed b;' the 
Council for the purposes of the said Act or any Act amending the same, together with the costs of 
managing and conducting the Waterworks, nnd such further sum that will amount to £1 per centrnm per 
annum on the amount borrowed for the pmposes ::,f this Act as the Council may set apart, as hereinafter 
provided, for the purpose of the Sinking Fund, anything in Section 118 of "The Hobart Town Corpo
ration Act'' to the contrary notwithstanding ; and if in any year the amount received is mo1\i than 
sufficiem tor all the pul'poses aforesaid; the Cour:cil is hereby required, whenevel' practicable, to make a 
proportionate reduction in the rates and charges payable by the consumers of water to be in the next year 
made in respect of water supplied under and by vfrtue of the said Act or this Act." Section 16 i:,-" It 
shall be lawful for the Council and it is hereby required annually to set apart as a Sinking Fund from and 
out of any surplus moneys appearing upon the yearly balance of the Hobart Town Water Account herein
-after mentioned, a sum of £1 per centnm per annum on Lhe amount or amounts raised and borrowed for 
the purposes of supplying Hobart Town with wafer and of this Act ; and such Sinking Fund shall from 
time to ;:,ime be applicable to the redemption of tl:.e mortgages of the Waterworks, and to no other pu:-pose 
whatsoever." · 

93. Has your Town Board been furnished with any account of the expenditure of the rates ? No: 
94. Have the residents of Sandy Bay? No. we have no power 9r authority, and are not consulted in 

-the slightest way. 
95. You have no voice in the expenditure of the water rate? No. 
96. Have you read the Bill now before the Committee? Yes. 
97. If it becomes law, what would be its effe=:!t as regards Sandy Bay? I consider it would be going 

'behind the Act of 1860, and instituting a new ord➔r of things altogether. It would be proclaiming 'at once 
that the City of Hobart had the sole and exclusi7e right to the water,,and power to monopolise it or sell 
'it to whoever they thought fit. 

98. Do !'ou triink the water accounts of the Corporation should be audited by Government Anditors, 
-~n~ any surplus money credited to the cost of constructing water-works? It would be a very good thing 
.1f 1t was so. 

99. Do you think the Sandy Bay residents would be satisfied to have any surplus spent on the city 
-streets? I don't think th~y would. - -

100. Qlause 34 of the Bill reads:-" The Corporation shall, if practicable, cause pipes rn be laid down 
and water to be brought to every part of the places and districts within the limits of this Act and beyond 
the city, wherennto the Corporation is required b7 so many owners or occupiers of houses in such pu-t of 
'the district beyond the city as that the aggrEgate amount of the Suburban Water Rate hereinafter 
mentioned payable by them annually shall not be less than One-tenth part of the expense of providing and 
'laying down such pipes.'.' Do you as a body agre_e to that clause? I am not prepared to answer that 
question,as it is rather an indefinit'e one. It would be quite reasonable and fair in some places, and a 

. 'hardship in others. 

101. The 37th Clause provides that the Cor?oration may supply water by measure, and attach meters 
at any time: do _you think the residents of Sandy Bay would be satisfied with that? No. 

102. Why? In every cas_e we would be m,ide to pay the foll amount of the asse~sment if th,e _meter 
should fall short of it. Where the meter did not register as much as the assessment they would fall back 
,on the assessment. 
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103. By the Clwirman.--Suppose in the case of a big suburban hotel with 20 bath-rooms and l(} 
water-closets, should not it be made to pay by meter? Oh yes; everything in reason and faimess. 

104. By J.1:fr. Crisp.-Have you read the Bill? Yes. 
105. It is a consolidation, principally, of the preser.t Acts? Yes. 
106. Will you tell the Committee anything you may think wrong in the Bill_? I :find fault with it 

principally because it-completely disposes of the Act of 1860, and in that Act is our safeguard, and in it we 
are shown to have an interest in the water. Before that date the Corporation had not the power to go 
round che Mountain and take away the various st1·eams to the east and south as they have done, thereby 
cutting off for ever the whole of the natural su,pply that comes from the Mountain to all the districts lying 
to the south and east. Mr. Lipscombe, who was Member for the district at that time, and also an 
alderman, assured us that if we allowed these streams to be taken we should be constantly supplied with 
water from the city, and would be on a level with it in every way. Unless the main provision of the Act 
of 1860 is incorporated in this Bill I shall object to it. If you include the unde1taking which was 
religiously given to us by previous 1e·gislato1;s, that we should be supplied on the same terms as the city, 
no one will object to the Bill. · 

107. By tlte Cltai1-man.-Has any protecting clause been ·cut out of this Bill? Not as far as the letter 
of the·law is concerned-but what is the practice? 

108. By Mr. Crisp.c-Y ot1 agree if these Acts are consolidated good work will be done ? Yes, it will 
sweep a way all the amending Acts. 

109. The Corporation is just as anxious as you are to make this Bill <tuite fair and equitable, aud that 
is the reason the representatives of the Corporation in.the House of Assembly agreed to. this Select Com
mittee being appointed for the exp1'.ess purpose of trying to adjust,matters. Suppose, now, that all properties 
in the city and suburbs were ass·essed for water purposes by an independent assessor, and one uniform rate 
charged, do you think that would meet the case? I do. I think everyone using the water should pay 
justly and fairly for it. · 

110; Do yon think it would be fair to charge town and suburbs alike on independent assessment? 
Yes. No one can object to any uuifo1;m rate to give us a supply of pure water ; even if it was 5s. in the 
£ it is a necessity, and we should all buckle to and pay it. But for us· to pa.y 50 per cent. more than the 
city is not fair. l culled from tlie present Assessment Roll that the little pipe in Ashfield-street, the only 
one the Corporation have laid in Sandy Bay for seven years, which was estimated to cost £50, and was 
seven chains long, returned £30 14s. a year according to the present annual assessment. 

111. Have not the Corporation put a new main down? Oh, no. 
112. I mean from the New Wharf: has there-been any scarcity of water since that was put down? 

'Fbat has made no difference to Sandy Bay. 
113. Have you never made any complaints to the Corporation? There have been a lot of complaint!'! 

made to me, at any rate. People often come to me to borrow water, as they are insufficiently supplied 
through the smallness of their pipes. 

114. You said the Corporation charged you 50 per cent. more than the city.. Will you explain that? 
,v e object to being charged higher than the city. vVe are now charged 33 per cent. more, but the Council 
has power to charge up to 50 per cent. · . · 

115. Are you aware that the _Corporation accounts are published in the Government Gazette? Yes, 
they are, I believe. 

· 116. Did you see them as an alderman? I have helped to sign them, but not being an auditor, I 
knew about as much about them as anyone else. · 

117. I see your name here sii;ned to a petition, in which it is asserted that on June 14th, 1893, a 
meeting of the City Council and Local Boards was lield at the Town Hall, when the resolution embodied 
in _the petition ,vas canied. Are you aware that that statement is incorr.ect ? No, it is substantially 
correct. · 

118. The resolution was proposed and discussed? Yes .. 
]]9. Was it carried? I was fully under the impression that it was. 
120. By the Cltairmtin.-But you said the Council refused to accept your proposals? Yes, at a 

meeting they held immediately afterwards. 
121. By .Mr. Crfap.-The Chairman never put the resolution. 

not consent to it : is not that so? I did not understand it that .way. 
and there was not a dissentieut voice. 

He simply said the Council would 
I believe it was put and carried, 

122. The Mayor's answer to the Conference was that the matter would be considered by the City 
Council? Certainly. 

123. Was not the answer thai°·tJ1e City Council was of opinion that it was inopportune to form a 
Water Trust with the suburban bodies 't Yes, we took the answer as completely shelving the whole thing. 
Alderman Watchorn promised in the Council he would do his best to get the Water Trust form~d in the 
rncess, and we found the City Council not prepared to carry it out. · 

124. Are you aware that the Corporation ha~ spent large sums to carl'y out water supply, f<;>r which 
the citizens are solely liable ? No; I say the suburbs are just as liable. Morally speaking, everyone that 
takes the water is liable. We have already stated that we are perfectly willing to enter into ariy compact 
or agreement, and become equally liable with the citizens. 

125'. You a~·e agreeable to take a share of our liability? Yes, we are. 
126. Do you think .the surplus from the rates should be carried forward to a sinking· fund? Yes. 
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127. 1Jo you object to the surplus being appropriated for repairs to roads after pipes have been put 
,down·? Yes; that is reasonable and fair. . 

128. In sh?rt, if a uniform rate is charged, with an independe1it _assessment for wate1' purposes, :you 
are perfectly satisfied? Yes. 

· 129. By the Ohainnan.-Your great oqjection is to :he differential rate? Yes, unless. som~ special 
reason exists for it. 1 n cases wheTe a pipe is laid to s::ipply certain residents· they should pay proper, 
interest on the money until the whole is liquidated, .but nc,t to start from now. 

J30. You object to what is already la,;, and want it .1ltered? Yes. 
13]. I)y klr. Ha1nilto11.-You object to the present system on several grounds? Yes .. 
_ 132. One is the differential rate? Y!)s. 

· 133. Another is the differential assessment? Yes. 

134. You wish to be supplied on the same terms anC:. conditions as the City of Hobart? Yes. 

135. The whole objections of the suburbs are included in those conditions I have named? Y ~s,, that 
is the case. · 

136. Is there any voluntary evidence you would like to give? I ,would like to impress upon the 
Committee that before 1860 the Corpol'ation did not pocsess the right to 1;0 round the Mountain where 
they go now. I had pu.t into my hands this morning a c::)py, rather mutilated by rats, of Capt. Cheye's 
Report on Peter Degraves' application for the right to tQ.ewater in the Guy Fawkes Rivulet, and it con
:fines the 1·ight of the City to Guy Fawkes and Hobart Rivulets. In 1860 there was only a house here and 
there in Sandy Bay, bnt the Legislature made it incumbent upon the Council to supply them as well as the 
City, and there is every probability of the population rapidly increasing, while we are prevented by the 
Council from getting the water which should naturally fl•JW to us. We have a perfect right to the water 
flowing from the Mountain towards us; and the Corpora~ion obtained the,Bill of 1860 solely and entirely 
on the condition that they should supply us with water. I have evei·y confidence in the present Aldermen, 
but people might come into the Couucil with no conscience, and make us pay pretty dearly for our water. 

137. By the Ohair-man.-The differential rate is the main point yon object to? yes. 

. 138. By Mr. Hamilton.-You wish to be on equal terms with the City? Yes, we do. 
139. By J.1:lr. Hiddle.~tone.-What is the assessmeut of the House you occupy? £!:JO. a year. 

· 140. If that house was i:z:i. ihe City, have you any idea of what the assessme~t would be? No, I 
have not. .. . . 

141. Are you aware that a house about the.same size as yours is asse.:secl in the City at £110 '? I am 
not aware of it; it may be .so. 

142. If it has been stated by an authority that we take no water from the Sandy Bay Rivulet, would 
it be correct? It is possible, but he does not say we ccmlcl get the water if you did not. 

143. Do we take any water from the tributaries of the Sandy Bay Rivulet? No, you let them go 
down the bye-wasp. 

144. Would any of the· tributaries we have diverted affect Sandy Bay? Not naturally; but they 
could have been brought into Sandy Bay if you had not g·ot them. 'l'he position is. this-if the Corpora
tion had never gone round the Mountain we should have gone to the Bower for our wate1; supply, 

145. By the Ohair-man.-You would have to go cutside your boti.ndaries? Yes; but the Corporation 
has done the same. · · 

146. By J.lfr. Hiddlestone.-Is the.re anything to prevent a Sandy Bay Water Trust from mqking a 
dam of their own on the Sandy Bay Rivulet? Oh yes ; we shot1ld have to pay your rates as well as our 
own. 

147. Not if you did not use the ,vater? But yoa have taken possession of the roads. 
148. By the Oltainnan.-:-Suppose you applied ta be cut off? If the Corporation allowed us to be 

eut off, as I do not think they would, we could.supply ourselves with water . 
149. By A:lr. Biddlestone.-J think you stated that the Corporation undertook to 'supply the suburbs 

with a distinct arrangement, that the rates should be the same as in the city ? That has been the practice 
all through. 

150. Did you not say you, were to get the water :or less than the. city did? No ; on the same terms. 
151. I think you stated that it was inconect to say that the 1·esidents of Sandy Bay were assessed at 

a lower rate than in the city? Yes, I think the residents of Sandy Bay are as fairly assessed as in the 
city. I have come across cases in Montpelier-street where the ho.uses were assessed lower than in Sandy 
Ba~ . \ 

]52. Are you aware that it is not compulsory on the part of the Corporation to supply the sub'urts 
with water~ If that is so, I don't know what 30 ye:ars' practice_ stands for. . 

153. Suppose the city increases to such an ext,mt that the Corporat~on are unable to supi)ly the 
suburbs with water? You are bound to supply us, a3 you have taken away our natural supply. 

154. By 'ii-ir. Gill.-Your greatest objection to the present system is the differential rates? Yes. 
155 . .And you object to being assessed by the Cnrpqration? Yes, it will not do, whether it is fair or 

not: the assessment must Le made by an inclepentlen.t authority. . · 
156. Would not an.independent appeal do as well? No, many would n~t take: the trouble to appeal. 

It would be better to have .an assessment independen-::; of the city and suburbs.- a:like. 
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WILLIAM BATT, called and examined. 

157. By 11:lr. Crisp.-What is your name? William Batt. 
158. You are a Member of the Town Board of Queenborough? Yes. 
159. -Have you read the Bill before the Committee? Yes. 
160. Do you know of anything to object to in it? Yes. 
161. What do you think is wrong in the Bill? I think giving the Coum:il the right to rate our

property is a very objectionable feature ; as also is the power given them to rate us over and above the 
city. · 

162. Is there -anything else? No, I can think of nothing else at present. 
163. By 1l£r. Gill.-You object to Clause 66 of the 'Bill? Yes. 
164. You would not object to a general rate assessed by an independent authority? No, decidedly 

not. 

165. Yon disapprove of differential rates? Yes, decidedly. 
166. By Jl:fr. C1·isp.-If :m independent assessment is made both in Hobart and the suburbs for 

water purposes 011ly, and a uniform rate charged, do, you think it would be fair? I would not object to 
that; I think it would be fair. . . 

167. By 1l:l1·. Hiddlestone.-You object to be rated higher or lower than the city? Yes, that is 
so. 

Yes. 
168. RJJ Jlfr. C1·i,•p.-You think all ought to be charged alike, and an independent assessment made? 

169. Do you think Queenborough would be satisfied with that? , Yes. 
170. Were you present at the Conference held in the Town Hall? No, I was not. 
171. Do you object to the Corporation having power to take money out of the water funds to be 

expended upon other purposes besides water purposes? I do, most decidedly. 
172. Do the present wat_erworks interfere with the watershed to Sandy Bay? Most decidedly they 

qo. 
173. And if another authority says they do not interfere, it is incorrect? There is no doubt it is a 

mistake. 
174. Can you tell the Committee how the Corporation has interfered with your water? 'l'here is 

nothing like the supply of water coming clown .now that there used to be, except perhaps in heavy rains. 

175. "\Vas any arrangement ever made by which Sandy Bay was to be sµppliecl at the same rate as 
the city? Mr. Lipscombe, it is quite fresh in my mind, who was in the Corporation, made a distinct 
pledge that we were to be supplied at the same -rate as the city. _ 

176. Have you ever seen any arrangement to that effect in printing, or in _black and white? No, I 
have not. 

177. By Jlfr. Gill.-Have not the Corporation come and cut off every available source of supply that 
Sandy Bay might have utilised? Yes, every available supply is cut off. 

178. By 1l:l1·. Hiddlestone.-Is it not a fact that the water from the Sandy Bay Rivulet is so bad that 
•the Corporation had to discard its use altogether? Not that I know of: · 

179. Ifit is stated that the Corporation have taken no water frnm the Sandy Bay Rivulet would it be 
correct? No, it would not be correct. It has been taken. 

180. Do you ever remember the water from the Sandy Bay Rivulet being tested? J do. 
181. With what result? It was always pronounced good water. 
182. And if it is stated that it was found to be impure? That must be incorrect. 
183. The late Director of Waterworks gave evidence to that effect? lt might be impure within the 

last few years, on the lower side of the reservoir. 
184. Are any of the tributaries we have diverted claimed by Sandy Bay? All the available-

tributaries have been diverted, everyone that I knmv of. · 
185. By Jl:lr. Hamilton.-Are you aware that the eight different public bodies surrounding the City 

agreed to petition Parliament against this new ·water Bill? I am. 
186. And the bmclen of your objections contained in the petition is that certain water-rights yott have 

enjoyed since 1860 have been taken away? Yes. _ 
] 87. Your great objection is to the differential rates_ charged in the new Bill? Yes. 
188. And you also object to the differential.assessment? Yes, that's another thing we object to. 
189. And you also object to the violation of the agreement to supply the suburbs on the same terms

as the city ? Yes, that is one of the most important points we take objection to. 
190. And if those three objections were clone away with you would be quite satisfied? Yes, quite-

satisfied. 
191. Or if the Bill was amended in that direction ? Yes, that would satisfy us. 
192. By Mr. Gill.-Was your Town Board ever consulted as to this Bill as a body? , No. 

193. By 11'fr. Hiddlestone.-You do not_ object to ~e_ing _ rate~ the same as the City? No. 
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194. B_y Mr. Hamilton.-Is there.any voluntary evidence you would like to give? No, except that
I always. understood when. our water· was taken there was a distinct pledge given that we were to-· be· 
supplied at the same rate as the City. _ · 

195. 'By J.1!lr: Crisp.-'-Have you heard any c:Jmplaints as to the supply in Sandy Bay q During the 
last two years the supply has been very fair- and tie- water ,very good~ · · 

196. -Y 6iI have 'never made any complaints o( late tci the Corporation about your water supply'? No,. 
not for the -last two years. . .. · · · . · - · - · · · . · · ' · 

;The Com.miti'ee then: adjourned. 
I ' • , 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER V, 1893. 

JOHN CAPLIN HALL, called and examined. 
/ I\ , " . 

197. By Mr. Cromther.-What is your name? John Caplin Hall. 
198. You are·a resident of Sandy B;i.y ? · Yes;. 
199. Have you read the Bill now before the Committee? Yes. 
200. What do' you object to in it? Mainly to the power of the Corporation to send a man to re-assess 

our property for wate1· purposes. · · 
., 201. Have you any other objection to it? Yes, also to the power of rating the suburbs independently 

ofthecity.· :· ·-,· .:. ·· · · · ··. ·· · ' 

202. Have you read that clause which fixe3 the distance the water must come within your property· 
before you are charged for it?_ ~ es. · 

203. D'o you- thirik it is fair? No, it is very Jnfair. 
204. Will you explain.how that is? Well, there is one property in Sandy Bay belonging to the Lord'. 

family, which extends, I think, three-quartel\S of a :nile back from the road. The Corporation main is-laid 
along the road and comes .within.50 feet of the boundary; ,w-hile the ·house is fully.-half a .-mile.from the road •. 
The occupier of that house would be compelled t0 pay water-rates on t:kat house. 

205. Although virtually he never used the main.? Yes. 
206. Are you sure he would· be rated if he did not take the water? I take it to be so. 
207. Do you think a wrong has been don·e to the inhabitants of Sandy Bay by taking their sources of 

water supply? .Certainly I do, .because the Cor_poration have. -virtually- dMtroyed -any chance of. our· 
supplying ourselves. · · 

·; 208. Do you consider you ought to b~ charged the same rate as the town? I dp, and what is more,., 
I had a distinct understanding with Mr. Frederick Lipscombe, when I had water laid on,-that I shou]d bti 
charged the same rate as the city. 

209. Are you positive about that? Yes. =t is over thirty years ago now; but :Mr. Lipscombe
assured me that I should be supplied on the same terms as the city ; · I am positive about that. 

· · 210. Do you think it is fair that suburban occupiere should be made liable· if the mains of the
Corporation come within a certain distance of their premises? I do not. · 

211. By Mi-. Hiddlestone.-You say you object 'to being· raited the same in Sandy Bay as in the 
city? Oh, no. 

212. I took it you objected to being re-assessed? Yes; we object to being re-assessed by an officer· 
appointe,1 by the Corporation. 

213. Suppose the Corporation appoint:;; some c,ne else out of their employ?. If the Corporation employ 
anyone whatever it can scarcely _be called an indepEndent assessment. 

214. Who woi.1lil' ·you get? That, I admit at ::>nee, is a difficulty. 
215. You are aware that if parties consider they are re-assessed too highlY, they hav:e the right of' 

appeal? I admit they have the right of appeal, bt;t the aldermen sit on the appeal Bench. . 
216. Nothing of the kin<l. If therlil is anythir:g of the kind th.e aldermen at once retire and leave it to 

the independent magistrates. Witness.-'l'hen it is only. within late years. I have not. appealed on, the-
_assessment of my city property for some years, but when I did a ·number of the aldermen sat on the Bench .. 
I -may mention that an assertion has been made' that property in Sandy Bay is assessed lower than in the 
city. Now, I own 25 houses in Sandy Bay, rented at from £18 to £35 a year. The whole of these, with 
the exception of two, are assessed above the rental. 

217. Do you object to being rated the same as the city for water purposes only? I cannot exacdy· 
underliitand how it would work, · · · · 

218. Well, take Mr. Gregory's house for instrnce. It is assessed at £90 per annum, while a house
of the same size in the city is assessed- at £110? There you open< up a aifficulty at once; Take J\.Ir •. 
Batt's shop in Sandy Bay, for instance. If he attempted to let. that shop,. which is a fine property, he 
would Mt get above £60 a year for it in Sandy BE-y ; but take that shop and put it in Liverpool street, he
would immediately double, if not quadruple his rent. 80 you see that an assessment which would be. just 
in such a position in the city would be extremely u:ijust in the suburbs. 

219. And yet Mr. Batt might use just as mucb. water as if his property were in the centre of Liver
pool-street? He might. 
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220: Then why should tlie Corporation supply him at a lower rate. In the suburbs the chances are 

1ie would have a garden, while in Liverpool-street he wonld not? You open up a very large question. I 
have ·a house I could name assessed at £15 or £16 a year, and the hous~ I live in is assessed at £35 a year ; 
yet the £15 a-:reur honse would consume ten times the water I do, hecause a washerwoman lives in it. · 

221. The same qnestion was put t_o Mr. Batt, " Do you oqject to being rated the same as the city," 
to which he replied" No"? I am very much afraid Mr. Batt did not fully understand the question. 

222. But the Corporation are not going to assess them all as if they were in Liverpool-street? · It is 
jnst according to the basis of assessment ; that is what we want to fix. If I could understand the basis of 
assessment my objection might be removed. If all the houses in Sandy Bay were to be assessed ati if they 
were in the cenfre of Liverpool-street, I say it is extremely unfair. 

223. I mean for water purposes only? For any purposes, because there is no knowing that if we are 
assessed for water purposes only, we might be assessed for other purposes in a like _manner. 

224. Are you aware that the citizens' property is all mortgaged to secure interest for loans that have 
been entered into for water purposes? Yes. 

225. And are you aware that suburban properties are not so? Yes. 
226. Do you consider that fair? I do not. Although I possess property both · in the town and 

suburbs, I would not object to the snburban property being mortgaged in the same manner as city property 
to secure the interest on money borrowed. 

227. By Dr. Cromther.-Providing you had water on the same terms? Yes, if we were in every 
respect the same as the city. ' 

228. What has the supply been like during the last few years? Very good. Sandy Bay is specially 
favoured in that respect, because I have known the water turned off in various parts of th~ city while we 
have had a constant supply. I have heard it assigned as a reason that it is too much trouble for the 
Corporation to come· to Sandy Bay to turn it off; but whatever the reason is we have a full supply. 

229. By M1·. Crisp.-Do I understand that you want to pay on the present Government assessment? 
I can only explain myself in this way: property in the suburbs is not so valuable as it is in the city-very 
well ; if you were to assess us for water purposes the same as in the city our property would, in reality, be 
.over-rated. 

230. You admit that property is not of so much value in the suburbs as in the city? Yes. 
231. And both pay on the assessment? Yes. 
232. But if they were assessed in the way you indicate, the residents of the suburbs would have their 

water cheaper than the residents of the city? Well, cheaper than the residents in the centre of the town, 
but not cheaper than residents in Lansdowne Crescent and outlying streets. 

233. If the Corporation were willing, for water purposes only,-to assess both the, suburbs and city 
alike, do you think it would be fair, just, and equitable? To a certain extent it would; and yet if suburban 
re11ident11 assented to an assessment of that description, there is no knowing where ;it would extend. 'fhe 
next thing would, be that a poli~e rate would come in. 

2-34. But the water rate is a different thing altogether? I quite -agree with you; but at the same time · 
we all know the difficulty there is when once an assessment is· put on to get it off again. 

235. St1ppose a 6-roomed cottage was assessed in Hobart at £40 a year, and the same description of 
cottage in your own district at £30 a year, do you think it would be fair to the citizens to be charged at the 
same rate? I hardly think it would. 

236. Ifyou think the presen_t law unfair, what course would you propose to meet the difficulty? I 
can hardly suggest a course. I admit all the difficulties, but at the same time I cannot suggest a better 
course. 

237. Do you object to the differential rate? Yea. 
238 .. If you were all put_ on the one footing, and your property valued by an independent assessor, 

what objection could you urge to that? I am afraid, if this assessor were appointei by the Corporation, he 
would consider himself the servant of the Corporation, and be bound to study their interests rather than the 
foterests of the inhabitants of the suburbs. 

239. By an independent assessor I mean a person outside the Corporation altogethe~? The Corpora
tion would appoint him. 

240. But supposing someone else appointed him? Yes, and he would ·consider himself the servant 
-0f the person who had appointed him, and study their interests. · 

241. If your property is assessed too high, you have the right of appeal? That is true ; and I did 
not understand, until Mr. Hiddlestone explained, that the aldermen never sat upon the appeal bench. 

242. But as the Corporation are the plaintiffs, the· cases must always be tried hy independent 
magistrates? So I understand now, but I did not know that before. 

243. You would have no objection to taking a _share of the responsibility so far as loan money is 
concerned'! Certainly not ; that would be only fair. 

244. Are you aware that the Corporation are repai!"ing the old re~ervoir? Yes. 
245. And that the work will cost fro~ £20,000 to £25,000? Yes. · 
246. And notwithstanding all this, speaking on behalf of Queenborough people, you are willing to 

come in and take a proportionate share of liabilities arid responsibilities? Certainly : if we are to be on an 
equality with the citizens, we should take equal Ii.abilities. 

247. Supposing there is any profit from these rates, to what ought it to be appr_opriated? T_o reducing 
the water rate. 
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248. Or to a sinking fund? To that also. 

249. You say you have no complaint to ma:'.-.e as to your supply of water? Not the slightest. 
250. The Corporation are supplying Sandy Bay in a thoroughly satisfactory manner? S;:ieaking 

within compass, I don't think the water ha~ beer: turned off in Sandv Bay for the last two vears except for· 
repairs to pipes. • · 

251. Do you consider you get full value for yonr money? Yes. 
252. Is there anything further you wish to say against the Bill, or on the subject of water supply! • 

No, I think I have conveyed all my opinions wi:h regard to the Bill, and I_have no further suggestions to 
make. 

253. By Mr. Hamilton.-Do I understand that you will be content if you have equal taxation, no 
differential rates, and a supply in every way on t:Je same terms as the City?·. Yes, I would then have no 
objections whatever to the Bill. The only thing is, that I am strongly of opinion that the· suburbs should 
take their share of responsibility with regard to the loans. . 

254. By Mr. Hiddlestone.-Clause 67 i3 as follows :-" The Council may, for the purposes of 
making, levying, and recovering _such Suburban Water Rates as aforesaid, assess the annual value Df all 
lands and buildings in such places and districts beyond the City as to the Council seems meet; and a] the 
provisions contained in any law enabling the Cmmcil to assess the annual value of lands and buildings 
within the City shall extend and apply to the assre~sment of the value of lands and buildings beyond the 
City for the purposes aforesaid, but not further or otherwise : Provided, that any person affected by any 
such assessment may appeal therefrom in the sarr:e manner in all respects as any person may appeal from 
any assessment of any property within the City." That gives to the suburban residents an equal right of 
appeal. Have you any objection to that clause? I have no objection to that clause, provided we under
stood the basis of assessment. That is where the great difficulty lies. 

255. Supposing the.re was a thoroughly·indEpendent assessment? It is not exactly the independence~ 
it is the basis on which the assessment proceeds. Suppose, for instance, you went up to the extreme rental 
on all premises, I could understand it, for there v--ould be a basis. 

256. That is only a matter of detail ? It is that very matter of detail that raises my judgment 
against the clause. Unfortunately in most cases it is the small hou_ses that are over-assessed. 

FREDERICK WILLIAM PIESSE, called and examined. 

257. By M1•. Ha1nilton.-What is your na1!le? Frederick William Piesse. 
258. You are Chairman of the New Town 'Iown Board? Yes. 
259. And you are one of the Petitioners aga1nst the alleged injustice in this new Bill? Yes. 
260. Will you state what your objections to the Bill consist of? One objection is that you are by this-. 

Bill attempting to take away long-established rights, and these right,; we claim are secured to us unde::- the 
Water Acts of 1860 and 1~77. Under those Acts we consider the position is this :-That Hobart and the 
suburbs are one district, with common rights to the water, paying the same rates, and entitled to similar· 
privileges as to the rnduction of charges for water. The only distinction that can be drawn is that the
control of the water supply is vested in the CorpJration, instead of being vested in an authority repre-
senting the whole of the consumers. I consider these rights are shown, first of all, by the Act of 1858, which 
was repealed by the Act of 1860, and defines the word "city" t(> include Hobart and the suburbs. The 
preamble of the Act of 1860 refers to the supply as" Hobart Town and suburbs," the limits of the Act 
including " Hobart and suburbs thereof and distri::ts and places adjacent." 

261. Can you furnish the Committee with aq reasons for the statements you have made ? I think 
I have already shown that Hobart and the suburts are one district. From a general reading of the Act it 
appears to me that the water was to be taken wherever practicable, which I understond to mean ;;hat it 
was to be taken provided a certain number of pEOple could show that their rates would pay a Ge;-tain 
percentage on the cost. Of course the members of the Committee all know that Section well enoug:i, it 
is the 37th. It reads, "The Council .;hall, if pra,cticable, cause pipes to be laid down and water to be 
brought to every part of the pluces and districts within the limits of this Act, and beyond the city where
unto the Council is required by so many owners er occupiers of houses in such part of the district beyond 
the city as that the aggregate amount of the Subu:·ban Water Rate hereinafter mentioned payable by tliem 
annually shall not be less than one-tenth part of the expense of providing and laying down such pipes." 
Then, a.s to the rates being the same both in city and suburbs, I don't think I need quote from the Apts to 
show that. Section 58 of the Act of 1860, and Sections 10 and 14 of the Act of 1877 amply prove it. 
Then ns to the reductions of charges, Sec. 58 of the Act of 1860 and Section 15 of the Act of 1877 are 
very clear upon that point. They provide that the rates and charges for water are to be so regulated 
,as not to exceed the annual expenditure. 

262. What do you conceive to be the Corpor.-:.tion's position in the matter? That is clearly shown by 
the preamble of the Act. Up to 1860 the Crown bad the right to this water, and by the Act of Parliaoent 
of that year the rights vested in the Crown were transferred to the Corporation of the. city. These ri.~hts 
include the water from the Hobart Rivulet. I understand that the Corporation was chosen in place of the 
Crown to hold these rights for the benefit of ev:)ryone interested in the water, and placed in the position 
of a tru~tee, and the reason no other trustee was appointed was that the Hobart Corporation was the only 
local authority existing at the time. 

263. If the Corporation make a profit out of the water, what then? I think it is ultra vircs, and 
against the intention of the Act. I don't think th:tt any serious amount has been made in that way, and it 
is hardly a question which will arise as a practieal one. 



·(N,,. 102.) 

12 
264. It is one of the principal objections raised in the petition? Yes, because under Clause 70 of the 

-new Bill it is proposed to take any surplus for municipal purposes. Under another part of the Bill' the 
Corporation are to have power to levy differential rates, and there will, therefore, be a manifest temptation to 
keep up the water rates•and spend as little on water purposes as possible. We think that any surplus 
should be used to improve the service, both in view of an increase in the population and our wants at this 
present moment. 
· 265. Have you any further objections? Yes. Clause 66 is one we object to very·strongly, giving, as 

we understand it, the power of separately rating the suburbs. Until about two years ago the rates were 
the same both in Hobart aml the .suburbs. The limit of rating in 1860 was ls. ~d. in the pound; the 
limit of rating power in 1877 was the.same as in the present Bill, but applied to the whole of the 1Jistrict; 
and there was no power to levy one rate in.one portion and another in another portion. . After one system 
has been in force for over thirty years we can hardly understand the Corporation wishing to make an alter
ation, because we ,must be much more worth while rating now than we were theri. There is also a min01· 
-objection to Clause 66, .contained in the following proviso-''.Provided that no occupier of any such house, 
building, or other premises shall be liable to the paym,ent of any Suburban Water Rate unless such house, 
building, or other premises is actually supplied with water· for domestic or other purposes, or unless the 
main or other pipes of the Council are laid down and properly supplied with water within fifty yards from 
the outer boundary of the land upon which such house, building, or other premis~ is situated." This 
really places us in a worse position than the city. In the city, if a man is not supplied with water he 
-0nly, under clause 54, pays one-fourth of the Water Rate, and he must then have a pipe within fifty feet of 
his boundary. Then in clause 34, in connection with the definition of the limits of the District, there is 
an objection taken, but it is a minor point. We think the doubt implied in that clause should be removed. 
We also think ,that it would be a mistake to have four assessment rolls in our ])istrict. 

266. I would like you to speak plainly as to the nature of the assessment that would satis(v the 
petitioners"! We do uot make our own assessment now. The Town Boards have power to take 5 per 
cent. on the Government book valuation, but have no discretion in the matter. If there is fault to be found, 
it must be laid on the shoulders of the Government valuators. 

267. Amongst the objections to the Bill in the petition, ari important ona is on the ground of 
-differential assessment ? I don't think the New Town petition takes any objection on the score of assess
ment; the Sandy Bay petition does. We object to different rating, but we don't want to escape any fair 
assessment. · 

268. Would you be satisfied with an independent assessment? I would like to see one assessment 
which would serve all pl!,rposes. We have at present the Government Land Tax Assessment, the Govern
ment Police Valuation Roll Assessment, and our own Town· Board Assessment, and to have a fourth 
assessment seems to me to be multiplying the thing unnecessarily. I know it is alleged that our hou~es in 
the suburbs are undervalued, but I du not own to that, as I think the question of undervaluation would 
apply to the city :rnd suburbs. There are cases in both the city and suburbs where houses could be justly 
put higher, and it is not our fault if we are undervalued, because we have no control in the matter. If you 
ask me if a place in New Town should be asse1i1sed the same as a place in. Macquarie stree.t I should say 
·No, for several good reasons. You don't give me as good a supply.of water, or the same protection from 
•danger from fire. My nearest fire-plug- at New Town ·is 400 foot away, and is a ,very insufficiently supplied 
one, judging by our last experience in New Town· where a house was burned down before water could be 
got to put it out. I and my neighbours have gone to considerable expense in laying on water, and in 
my own case the pipes cost £20, and when they are down the cost of maintenance becomes a small tax. 
In my own house, which was rated '?nee at £40 and now nt £120, or au averap;e of £80, this cost can be 
put down at not less than 6d. in the .pound per annum. I don't think the Corporation would assess a 
house in Lansdowne Crescent the same as a house in Macquarie street. There are a few words more I 
would like to say on the score of the merits of the petition. We"have been a1·guing a good deal about our 
position from a legal point of view as I call it, ·but you must remember that if we are going to take a 
.supply of water to New Town, though the length.of piping would make it cost more, t~e city only gives it 
to us after it has ~upplied itself. You supply your ratepayers in New 'l'own with the same main that 
supplies Lansdowne Crescent, and the same is the case in Glebe Town and Sandy Bay. We ought not to 
be made to pay more than the water could be supplied to us for if .the best means of supply were taken. 
I think New 'l'own, part of North Hobart, and South Glenorchy could be supplied better with a reservoir 
in the New Town valley tlian by bringing the water from the Huon Road. I would like to put before the 
Com'mittee a letter from the Town Clerk, furnishing a Report of .the Water Works Committee, dated 7th 
Febmary, 1888, signed by Mr. Watchorn, in which it is stated that the suburbs took their supply on the 
;risk of its being intermittent. I don't admit that the Council had the right to make that reply. 

2p9. Does that only intensify the vexation caused by their cliarging an increased rate ? Yes. 
270. Have you anytl1irig to say regarding water revenue? The only evidence is furnished practically 

by the Town Clerk before the last Seleet Committee which sat on the subject. In his evidence on the 
2-!th Octo.ber, 1890, he says that the suburban water in 1878 was £738, and in 1890 it increased to £1476, 
or an increase of exactly 100 .per cent in 12 years. And in confirmation of that position, I may foirlv · 
quote from what .Alderman Watchorn is reported 10_ have said at a meeting of the Corporation on 21st 
August. I-I e ~aid, "although the New Town people did not notice it perhaps, they paid £600 or £700 a 
year for water, and that lrnnld pay the interest on£] 4,000 or £15,000, a sum quite sufficient to give New 
·•rown a magnificent supply." . · · 

271. What has he~n the growth of the suburbs in your case? I cannot say anything a bout 1860, 
but I think it would be within bounds to sav the suburban assessment did not reach £UOOO. In 1880 tlrn 
Corporation estimated it at .£12,000 and in.11:l913 it must reach £32,000,·if not more. From the returns of 
the Drainage Board I find the suburban assessment for 1893 is £38,000. That incltides some parts not 
.wpplied with water, but again I know of places supplied with water that are not in the Drainage Area. It is 



c~·o. 102.) 

13 
inte!'esting to· notice -that between T8!:J2 and. 1893 there is an increase in the ra'te, acCTording to these returns, 
of £2254. · New Town is estimated·to have ·increased in ·5 yeal's 24 pel' cent, and I •c·an bring instances in 
our District where I know- the water rate is increasing -100 per cent. · 

272. Has the expenditure on wafoi· shown an equal growth'? · M:r. · R,ait gave some evidence on that 
point before the last Committee iin, l890i, rn .. Jr890 ,lie estimated· the ex]:fenditure- 'was £13,450, and I don't 
assume that it has increased to much more than £16,000 since there •·;I:fwe- charge :5 ·per cent· -as :interest 
on that, it requires £800. The Corporation Revenue lllust .be .£1600. from -the sttburbs, so. we consider 
they gain £800' over and above the cost of laying.the water to. us. The Town Clerk's evidence is som·e
what similar. From 1878 to 1890 the expenditure on nBW mains in the whole of the suburbs was £8500~ 
Five per cent. on this is £425. The Revenue increased qy £738 in the same period, so that there was a 
gain of £313 over interest for those 12 year13. , . . . . . 1 , 

273. Can you indicate ·any principle on which the cost should be apportioned between the different 
districts ? l J1ave always said that we should pay for wl-,at water ·we get. I think a meter might be put on 
the main which supplies Kew Town, or any suburb, to :ascertain -the· quantity of water which passes 
through to that suburb; .and use .that q.uantitr ·as a, .first fuctor towards determining the share that suburb is 
to pay. Each district should be charged with interest o::i the cost of .its own system ·of mains, an:d interest 
on its proportion of the first cost and maintenance of rese::-voirs. 

274. By Mr. Hiddlestone.-:-You .would .not object to .being charged -a fair prop,J;-tion of the whole 
cost of the City Waterw_orks ?, We .should be cha1:ged o"lr fair share. · . . . 

275. You would take your fair share of the whole r1:spbnsibility.? Yes, I :have always-admitted that. 
276. Both past and present? Yes, we agreed to that by resolution. We would ·brnr our fair share of 

all cost in proportion to the wafer we consume. If WE were not ·paying ·oui' fair share ·we should 'be 
increased, and if there was a si:1rp'lus it ·should· ·be applied :n increasing ·ot1r ·service. In that cr<se we would 
be at liberty to use the water for cleansing purposes, withc•ut the Corporation saying we were ·taking water 
without paying for it. ·.The ·district would also be bound tn fook ,a,fter :the ·water and see it was not. wasted. 
At present the Local Authority cannot <interfere; but must go to the Corpbrafron •if it sees water running to 
waste in the streets. We had to go three miles to get the key to a fire-plug when a fire broke out recently-. 

277. By M1·. Harnilton,-J;s there anything else in connection with the .Bill you wou:ld like to brin~ 
forward? I would like to point ·out that in the principle cf assessment you don't seek to .make a man at 
the end. of five miles of road. pay more than the .man who lives in the fi.rst quarter of a mile.; 

278. And if you got equal taxation no differential ;-ates, in fact everything on the same lines as the 
City of Hobart suppli!')s the citizens, "'ould y.m1 be .satisfiec ? .l think so. . . .- • . 

279. And if the Bill were amended in •conformity W:itk that, would· yon be -satisfied? Yes, if we main
tained the principles of the Acts of 1860 and 1877_. Grea: advantage might be gained by the Corporation 
agreeing to a Water Trust, but if they do not see their way to that they .should allow the suburbs in some 
way to be consulted before any material step -is taken with .:egard to waterworks. There are ::n:early 3000 
people in New Town alone; and I do not think we ought tc blame_ tl1e aldermen for not knowing always 
what is wanted. They have the city to look to, and it w·ouid be better for them to be able to consult with 
us. 

280. B_y JJf1·. Hiddl.estone.--You say you.don't object to an equal water rate with the city? No, 
providing you don'nake the surplus for bthei· than ·water purposes. . . . 

281. You do not object to an equal assessment with 'the city for water purposes? No, !'have no 
objection to that. 

282. Bv ilir. Hamilton.~But ybu think any surplus should be applied to water purposes? Yes. 
The matter of assessment •would not. be·the only thing. It night suit the Co11poration to get up a rate of 
ls. 6d. all over the area~and it will be a matter of greater importance When we get larger~and ,ipend the 
surplus in the city.· It is ·a questibn of the disposal of the r=1te. The thi'rd clause of.the petition points 
out that no sufficient reasons have been given by the ·Corporation for seeking these• changes in the law. 
The petitioners are willing to allow further taxing powers to ,i, body they are 'repi•es·ented on, but object to 
the Corporation having the right to appropriate' any surplus, beca:use it is a temptation to keep up the rates 
and not spern1 anything in the suburbs. 'l'hat ·matter ·was talked over at'the public meeting, and so far as 
that meeting is representative it is what-the pebple will agree to. T.be serv-ice -in my district also requires 
improvement for ~anitary .purposes and ·extinguishing .fire::i. 'i'he fourth clause -of the petition, in regard to 
a ,vater 'l'rnst, I hope will be well considered. We in the su:mrbs, in New Town especiall7, feel that we 
are now about strong enough to undertake preliminary steps to get our own water supply, but feel that it 
would be a great pity if we were fo1·ced into that position. · The Corporation is a department already in 
existence that can undertake that work. It has certain righ:s in that district already, and the mains are 
laid down, and although we could supply ourselves and portions of South Hobart and Gle'1orchy as well, 
we tl1ink it best to have the matter under the control of one authority. 

283: By 11fr. Hiddl.estone.-Could not the North Gler..orchy Water Tru::it supply you? Yes; but 
why go to them? 
. 284. What is your opinion iii regard to supplying fire-plugs to the snburbs,-clo you think the 

Corporation or the Insurance Companies bught to supply them? That I have never considered. It has 
been part of the duty of the Council for many years to keep fi:e-plugs supplied, and there is no distinction 
between the city and suburb~. 

285. But it is not compulsory on the part of the CorporE.tion to supply the suburbs with water? It 
is. compulsory. . 

286. Supposing the city found it impracticable to ~uppl:, the suburbs, how would you get on then? 
You have undertaken the duty, and will have to keep t_o it. 
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287. Have you any complaint to make regarding the water? At present I have not; but if not 

better off than last summer, I shall ltave. It is very hard to get aldermen out of the,contention that this 
is a city water supply. There is no such thing as a city water supply, nor has there been for the last 30 
years. The Corporation are simply honoured as trustees for the water. 

288. By M1·. Hamilton.-Do· you approve of the consolidation of these Acts? Oh, certainly. I 
think the Bill is a good one in ~hat respect. . 

289.' And, properly amended, you believe in the Bill? '..['here is very little that needs altering in the 
Bill, and very few clauses to come out, unless the House sees its way to go further in the direction of a 
water trust. 

290. What are your opinions in regard to a Water Trust? We consider that we are now in a position 
to ask to be represented in the control of the water supply. .It is a principle that is admitted everywhere 
else where similar conditions exist, and I have already mentioned that we believe advantage would arise in 
the control of the expenditure. We could indicate the needs of each district better than the aldermen, who 
do not travel outside the town boundarieR. I believe there could be economy introduced into the matter 
by local administration, and a great saving of water effected.' If you make the local residents interested in 
the question of rates, there is no doubt much ·better results can be got than are got no.w in many instances. 

291. By J.11.r. Hiddlestone.-Supposing you were an owner of city property and also of suburban 
property, and others in the same position were returned as aldermen and placed on the Waterworks Com
mittee, would not that work to satisfy all? Unless they were specially charged with representing the local 
body there would always be a question between them as to which master they were to serve. There are 
aldermen living in the suburbs now serving on the City Council; they are elected to serve the city, and 
look on the city as having their- first claim. The reason a Water Trust was not formed at the beginning 
was that the Corporation was the only organised body which could be trusted, and all the outside bodies 
were comparatively small. 

292. By lUr. Hamilton.-Each witness has been asked if he had any cause for compiaint in connec
tion with the present supply? I had cause for complaint last summer, as the water ·was very badly 
supplied. 

293. Is tl1ere any voluntary evidence you may wish to bring? I think I have given all I wished to. 
294. By J.rfr. Crisp.-You admit this Bill is really a good Bill, with the exception of the two or 

three clauses you took objection to? Yes, there is Clause 66, suburban water rate, Clause 70, and 
Clause 67, under the explanation I have made. 

295. What does that refer to? The power of separate rating in the suburbs, and the power of the 
Corporation to take the surplus water revenue for Municipal p_urposes. · _ 

296. Are you agreeable that the Corporation should make an independent assessment for water 
purposes only throughout the whole area? I think it would be a good way to get rid of the difficulty, 
especially ifit is•made applicable,to other purpoaes,as it is a pityto have so many of these troubles upon us. 

297. Do you think it would meet the case if power of appeal was given to an independent Bench? 
Yes, if you are not content with the Government assessment. The Corporation might attain the end you 
mention through the Government Assessor. 

298. How many acres have you in your own place? Four acres. 
299. And a mansion on it? Well, hardly 1/- mansion. 
300. What is your annual value? £125, and I should be glad to get that rental if I were to let it. 
301. You have spoken of supplying yourself from the New Town Creek? The Corporation had an 

opportunity of utilising' that creek, and a.Bowed the opportunity to slip. In the event of the Corporation 
supplying New Town at a uniform rate with t.he city, would the New Town people be willing for the 
Corporation to get back those rights and privileges, and be in a position, if they thought it desirable, to 
put a reservoir there? Spe_aking for myself, I should be glad to see it done. We have no anxiety to take 
such responsibilities on ourselves. The Corporation have a department ready manned; and I think it is 
better they should do it, as long as they do it with fairness to all parti~s concerned. 

302. Would you object to New Town being brought within the city for all pmposes? If the 
Corporation could do for us what we are doing for ourselves, I.·would not object; but I am afrairl it could 
not. There is one thing I would like to mention, and that is, that Government property ought to be 
assessed. It is done in London. ' 

303. Do you agree, so far as New Town is concerned, to share and share alike in our liabilities? Yes, 
we have agreed to that. 

· The Committee th_en adjourned. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 12, 1893. 

ALEXANDER STRATHERN, called and examined. 

· 304. By the Cliairman.-What is your name? Alexander Strathern. 
305. YoU: are Chairman of the Mount Stuart Tow-n Bo~5d? Yes; also Honorary Secretary. 
306. Your Board was one of the Petitioners against the alleged injustice in this new Water Bill? Yes. 
307. Have you read this Bill? Yes. 
308. And are fairly conversant with its Clauses? I have read it, I cannot say any more. 
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309. What objections do you take to the Bill? Well, .. e object to the Corporation wishing to charge 

the suburbs a higher rate than they pay themselves; and we also object to their spending the surplus money 
they take from us on the Hobart Roads. Those, I think, ar:i the two principal points. 

310. Those are substantially your objections? Yes, as far as I -remember. 
311. If the Bill was amended so that there should be :iw differential rate, no differential assessmen1, 

and the water supplied to you on the same terms as the city, would you be satisfied? Yes, so far as that is 
concerned. 

312. Is there any voluntary evidence you would like to offer in connection with your water supply? 
In Mount Stuart we are very little supplied with water at p:resent, although no doubt we shall be largely 
supplied in the future, so that this Bill interferes with us in a very light degree. Jordan Hill Road, 
Salvator Rosa Glen, and the -New Town Road are the only places supplied at present. _ There are many 
places where we cannot be supplied at all,-~y own place, br instance, as we are so high up. · 

313. Would you object to the Corporation spending any surplus on their streets, if a share of t_he 
profits was spent on your streets ? I don't think we could o'::,ject to that. 

314. Would you object to an independent assessment o: the whole of the city and suburbs for water 
purposes? Who would you get to assess us?, Mr. G're§"ory has assessed our district already- for the 
Government capital value, and a more glaringly unjust 2ssessrrient I never saw. I can give you an 
instance. One property, consisting of seven acres of land and two houses, has been assessed. at £450, and 
a cottage above it, in a more inaccessible position, and with only half an acre of land, is assessed at £500. 
Mr. M'Guffie's property is assessed at £850; and he refused £3000 for it a short time ago. If we could 
get some equal assessment I think it would be fair. ' 

315. W_hat do you mean by an equal assessment-I me3.n where properties ar~ assessed justly? Mr. 
Gregory is an independent assessor, but I will not take his assessment. He assesses 2 property worth 
£3000 at £850, and a property sold recently at £400 at £500. If we are to have injustices of that 
description I should decidedly object to an assessment of the. whole district. 

316. Could you get any fairer system than an indepen.'lept assessor? I would like to add, an inde
pendent and competent assessor and one not self-opinionatec. 

317. By :Ur. Gill.-What is your present water supply? Direct from Heaven. I believe Mr. 
Millis has a scheme for a reservoir on the saddle of the hill above Augusta Road to supply New Town. 
That comes on my ground, and would therefore supply me. The water would have to come by a pipe round 
Knocklofty. -

318. Are you allowed to flush out your drains with water? No, in no'way will the Corporation allow 
that. When I was Secretary to the Glebe Town Tovn Board we applied to the Corporation for 
permission to do so, and they deliberately refused to allow us to use any water whatever for that purpose. 
We shall be going in largely for water supply at Mount Stuart in the near future, because the1·e is to be a 
large amount of building dane there. The contracts are already let for some of the buildings. 

319. If this Bill is passed in its entirety, how will it aflect your district? It will take our mtes away· 
to repair the streets of Hobart for one thing, and we will be taxed at a higher rate than the citizens of 
Hobart. They say our properties are- assessed lower tha12 properties in the city, but so are some of the 
properties in Hobart. My property in Lansdowne Crescent is assessed much lower_ than Walch's Corner. 
Both are in the city, and yet Walch pays 20 times as rriuch as I do, and does not use nearly the same 
amount of water. 

320. By Dr. C1'0Tvther.-You object to paying more 1-han Hobart? Yes, decidedly. 
321. A~d you object to being assessed differentially? Not if we could get a fair basi3 of as,mssment. 
322. Do you think the basis proposed a fair one? It is a mistake to multiply the Assessment Rolls.

We have three to go on now-the Town Board Assessment Roll, the Police Assessment Roll, and the 
Government Assessment Roll. I wish we could get one aEBessment roll for everything. 

323. We are told our property in the city is virtually pawned as a security for mo:iey borrowed for 
· waterworks, and that yours in the suburbs is not. Are yoc agreeable to make yours liable ? Yes, '"e are 
agreeable to take the same liabilty if we are supplied at the. same price as the city, and rated at a fair rate. 
I don't think we can do otherwise than admit that. 

324. By ]Hr. Crisp.-Have you read this Bill? Ye;;. 
325. And you are aware that it is simply a consolidation of the Acts? Yes. 
326. And there are only three clauses you object to-the differential rate, the Council having the 

power of appropriating the surplus, and the assessments? Yes. 
327. You want water supplied to you at the same,term3 as the citizens get it? Quite so. 
328 .. What are your grounds for asking such a thing? Justice, simply. 
329. How can you show that the Corporation are acting unjustly towards your people? By charging 

us more than they charge themselves. It is on the same principle that I should object to a tradesman in 
the city charging more to those outside the city than to thoEe inside it. -

330,, Are you aware tha~ the Corporation have borrowed large sums of money on the security of the 
city proper for the construction of waterworks ? Yes. · 

331. Do the suburbs stand any portion of that responEi_bility? Yes. I think that your interest and 
the sinking fund is paid from the money collected from the suburbs as well as from the city. 

332. How much do you pay the Corporation from yom· Trust? Very little. 
333. Do you appear here on your own responsibility, or are you sent here by your Board? I appear 

here by an order from this Select Committee. 
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334. Simply on yo.ur own account? No.;_ I am here involuntarily. 
335. Hav.e your body." made any complaint to the Corporation as to scarcity of water? There were 

some complaints from Jord,an Hill' Ro~d. 
336. How long ago ? About· six ·m'onths ago. 
337·.: Have those: complaints been attended to·? Yes·; a, main· has· been laid down. 
338 . .And· everything is· riow in a satisfactory sta·te? Yes, as far as I am aware. In Salvator Rosa 

Glen we are supplied by pipes put down at our own expense. 
. · 339. iif the 1Corporanori is w.illing·to supply'yo·u al tlie same price as the citizens, by having an inde

pendent assessmentroll for· water. purposes and· giving you the right .of appeal, are you satisfied_? L cannot 
see how I can answer that question. From what.I kno:w of tlie. assessrµents,in Hobart I think the cityis 
unequally assessed. · · 

340. You ,vould have the. right of appeal,_and ~he aldermen are not allowed to sit on the appeal bench? 
I am ··aware· of'that; · : · · 

341 . .And you would not obj,ect to an independent assessment for the whole district? No. 
342. And: Jou think it wo·uid be a fair way of meeting the. difficulty? Yes ;. I do n~t object to it, 

except so far as it multiplies the.numbe1'..of wlls. 
343, But. the accounts· are all sent in ·from different- Departments? It makes no difference in the 

practical working of:the· .Acts. , · 
344~ You object to-a differential rate? Yes. 
345. .And want to be placed on the same footing as the citizens ? Yes. 
3~6. If you .. are_ assessed on ·the; same lines·:as Hobart _,md char~e~ accordingly,_ don't you think it would 

be a fair way of gettmg out ofthe difficulty:?• I cannot grv:e an. opm1on on that.,pomt. . . · · 
347. Do say Yes or No? I.cannot ... 
348. B_y the Chafrman.-.As ·one of the. petitioners you complain of attempted wrongs. If we so 

amend the Bill as to remove your objections would you be satisfied-if we give you an, independent assess
ment by a competent person?. Yes, a. fair assessment; l unhesitatingly say. Yes to that. 

349. By JI-fr. Orisp;-Then· you· say Yes to, my· question,?• · No; I don't say Yes to your question. 
350. Then; can -you suggest any·remedy· for the wrong you say exists? At the Conference held at the 

Town Hall it was suggested a Water Trust should be formed to represent the whole district. 
351'. Then-you waiit-a Water Trust? I sliould prefer that •. 
352. You know that tlie ·corporatio·n'objects to that? i. have heard that.since, though they seemed to 

agree witli" us at the m·eeting. 
353. There. was a resolution discussed at. that meeting? Yes. 
354.• Was it put from -the, chair?• No, it was only- discussed. 
355. .And: afte1;wards an answer was sent from the Coi•poration ? Yes. 
356; What was that·answer?· · It was a refusal to concur rn oi11: proposition. 
357·. Do you think it is fair to charge the metal used in. repairing the streets after pipes have been laid. 

down to the Water .Account? Yes, providing you do the same for the suburbs. I should say that the 
Council were bound to. repair the trenches they made in. the streets_ in laying pipes. out of the water rates, 
whether in the city or suburbs. 

· 358.' Hitherto the cost cif that metal has been taken out of the Municipal accounts, and the Corporation 
now want everything .to stand, on its own bottom, as it were, and prop.ose· to charge it to the Water .Account? 
That is fair, provided they do the same in the suburbs. · 

359. You object to a differential' rate, and wont answer my question about an independent assessment?' 
I answered that very decidedly. I am quite agreeable to, an independent• assessmei1t, if we- could get it 
equal, over the whole district.· _ . 

360. By' 11:li-'. Gili:-I' asked you if you objected to an independent assessment of the city and suburbs 7· 
I answered " not if it is a fair assessment." · 

361. By 11fr. (!risp.-Is there anything else you would like to say abom the Bill ? No. 

JAMES B.A YLEY, called and examined. 
362. By the Ohairman.-What is your name? James Bayley. 
363, You have been a resident ofNe.w Town.for many·years? Yes. 
364. You are at present getting'your water supply· from the Corporation? Yes. 
365. Have you seen this new Bill? No, I have not. · 
366. Have you heard ·that the Corporitfon are about introducing an amended Water Bill? Yes. 
367 . .And have you heard of any particular pr_ovisions in the Bill which. are likely to affect you? I 

have heard ·a great· deal about it. · 
368. Under the last amended Water .Act yo_u wei·e charged a different rate. to what is charged m 

town, and under this _new Bill they are proposing to do the same ? Yes, I heard that. 
· 369 . .Are you 'satis:fi'ed-,vith that? No, I object to paying any more than the city. 

..___ 
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370. You were amongst the petitioners against this Rill, and object to it on the ground that it will 

enable the Corporation to impose a separate rate on you, and apply any surplus water revenue to Municipal 
purposes, which is against the rights secured to you under :he Acts ofl860 and 1877? Yes. 

371. What sort of supply have you in New Town? It is very good now, but in summer time it is 
very bad, and sometimes for two or three days we are withJut any at all. 

372. Did not the Corporation promise New Town a n-3w main? Down the Risdon Road, yes, but it 
has not come yet. · . 

, 373. If this Bill were modified so that there was no differential rate and no differential assessment, •. 
and you were supplied on exactly the same terms as the citizens, would you be satisfied? Yes. 

374. Is there any voluntary evidence you would like tD offer?· Although we pay more now than the 
icity, we do not get the same supply. At my own place yo:i. could not get any water in case of fire. There 
is a 2-inch pipe down the road to the Bay, but ifwe turn oo one tap all the rest stop. 

375. Yon have no pressure? No. 
376. In summer, when a supply is most required, you have to rely on tanks? Yes. 
377. By lJ!lr. Crup.-l understand in this Bill the only ihing you object to is the differential rate? 

I think we ought to be on the same footing as the city; awl I certainly object to the Corporation having 
po"'.'er to spend any surplus upon their streets. 

378. You say in the summer you are short of water? Yes. 
379. Do you mean for domestic or irrigation purposesn We were short·ofwater.for domestic purposes 

llliltil we got a 400-gallon tank. 
380. How many acres ofland have you altogether? The house is 0!1 4½ acres, and then there is a 

little paddock down by the water. There is another little r•addock down by the Railway Station, but there 
is no water on that. · 

381. Are there any taps on your premises for garden 01· lawn premises? There is a fountain, but we 
only play it enough to keep the fish alive. 

382. I see you pay £15 17s. 4d. a year, from your evidence given before the last Committee on this 
subject, for water, for eight acres -of land? I have 23 acres a little further up. 

· 383. You have 4½ acres near your private house? Y~s. 
384. And for that, including the house, you pay £15 17s. 4d.? 

- 385. Are you willing to have an independent ·assessment, by 
purposes only? Yes. 

Yes, for one tap and a fountain. 
an independent assessor, for water 

386. Don't you think it is only fair that you shoulc. pay the same as a similar house to yours in the· 
outlying parts of the city, for water purposes? I do not b.ow that there could be any objection to that. 

387. Can you suggest any better scheme than that I have named? No. We are willing.to pay 
fuirly, but for a long time I think I have paid a great deal too much. 

388. Is there any• further evidence you would like to give on the subject? No. 
389. By .ilb·. Gill.-You say you have'so many ac::-es and pay so much; now, how rna:1y taps have 

you to those acres? Only one. I had fi.v:e, but I cut font of them off. 
390. Have you read the 70th clalise of the Bill? Ye3, and I object to it. 
391. But you don't object to the Corporation using water money for repairing the roads after they 

nave laid down pipes? No, that is fair. 

JAMES CLARK, called and emamined. 

392. By the Ohairman.-What is your name? J arres Clark. 
393. You are•a resident of New Town? Yes. 
394. And an old public officer there ? Yes. 
395. You are one of the petitioners against this amenced Water Bill? Yes. 
396. Have you read the Bill? No, I have not. 
397. Are you conversant with any of its provisions? With some of the:m. 
398. Will you tell us which of these provisions you object to? My chief objection is to the separate 

J'ating, and the application of the surplus water revenue to Municipal purposes. 
399. If the Bill was amended so that there was no differential rate~ and no differential assessment, and 

you were supplied on exactly the same terms as the city, -would you be satisfied? Yes. 
400. What sort of supply have you at the pres.ent time? It is right enough during the winter, _but in 

~he summer there is scarcely any pressure, sometimes for ~4 hours at a time. 
401. Did not the Corporation promise you a new main at New Town some years ago'!. Yes; :but it 

:not done yet that I am aware 0£ · . 
402. Has your supply in any way improved of late yrnrs? · No. 
403. Have you recourse 'to any other method of supply in summer? I have a 250-gallon taJ'.!k. 
404. Have you any voluntary evidence to give the Committee in connection with the Bill? No, I 

<don't. think I can say much mo1;e about it. Speaking of the rate for water purposes; I think it a mistake to 
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have so many different assessments. I think, for my own·,part, that one assessment ought to be sufficient 
for any property; now ,if a .man is aggrieved with his assessment he has to appeal in three different 
Courts. A property can only ·have one value, and if a correct value is put on it at first it !Would save a lot 
of time and expense to the country. 

40p. We are all agreed on that,point. The difficulty arises in regard to the water supply. You would 
not object to being placed on exactly the same footing as the city people, even at the inconvenience of 
another assessment? No, we· could not object to that ; but speaking on general grounds, I think that one 
assessment for the colony ought to be sufficient for municipal and general government ,purposes, and road 
and water trusts and· all. ·It 'would ·save a· lot of trouble and ·expense. 

406. By 11£7·. Crisp . ...:..:..You say you want to be served at the same rate· as the city? Yes. 
. · 407. And yet you say that we should retain the present assessment and not have four or five rolls. If 

that were so, you must .tben admit that the stiburbs would be having water cheaper than the citizens of 
Hobart? I did not say that the present assessment was a correct one, .but that one assessment ought to be 
sufficient for all purposes. 

408. But if the· Corporation we1;e to supply·you on the present assessment you would get the water 
chea·per than the ·citizens:? Yies.; "but··the same·thing :applie! ,to Landsdowne .Crescent, and the outlying 
parts of the •city. 

409. Property in the suburbs is assessed lower than property in the ·city, is it not? Perhaps it is 
slightly lower. 

410. How• much is 1he liouse"you ,live·in•assessed· a:t·? . £26 a· year. 
411. How many rooms are there in it? There are four rooms, two small attics, and a small kitchen 

and storeroom. It would,not· br\ng more,than £30:a year in the :city. 
412. If you warit'thiname rates ·as·the citizens, is it not only right and just that a fair and independent 

assessment should be made for water purposes, so that all properties should be assessed on the same basis, 
accorciing to·1he size of the'house? i[ ··hav:e not·,gone ·v:ery much into :that ·question. It might .from a 
Hobart Corporation point of view appear to be necessary, but if the city.and suburbs are all assessed in 
the same way I don't object. . . 

413. You admit your house·would,'be worth .£;:30 a year in Hobart!? ' Yes. 
414. And, then, don't you think you ought to pay on -the- £30 for-water pui•poses? I don't say that 

I should not do :it, but there are-plenty of •.others in New Town who- are assessed.quite as highly·as in the 
ci~ . . 

415. Have· you a good supply in New.Town? Not in summer. 
416. How do you ,manage then ? With a. tank . 
. 417. Wl1at·fillirthe:tan'k? The town water. 

· ·418 ... You can gebis many ta:nks,aa,you·like,? :·'Yes;i·suppose·so. 
419. So if you bought a few more tanks you could ·always· have ·plenty of water? 'They would be 

expensive, and make the -house worth less :for water. pm•poses. . 
' 420. Canyon suggest any·other remedy for these·things you object to? No. ·The Committee might 

bear in mind that the suburbs are reassessed ,every few years,:·and are steadily getting more valuable ; and 
now that the trams are running ·they will be more .equal to the city in value than in the past. 

42L By jJfr. -Gill.-Hav:e you read .the .70th clause of this Bill before the Committee? Yes. 
422. And do you object to the application of the surplus water ,revenue,,to municipal purposes? Yes, 

I do. 
423. Would you object to this· surplus ·oeing·usetl-foi•"fiUing up and repairing roads after the mains 

had been laid in them? No, that would not be for general purposes, but should fairly be paid from the 
water funds, as it would be for works necessary in ·connection with water supply and the laying on of water. 
You might bear in mind that the Corporation for many years, and I suppose could yet, have the power 
to take the New Town Creek, with the understanding that :New';Towri was ·supplied ori the same terms as 
the city. There is no objection to their acquiring it again. 

WILLIAM HENRY SMITH, caUed and examined. 

424. By the Gliairman.;-What is 'your name ? · 'William Hem-Y:'Smith. 
425: You are thi{Town Clerk ? Yes. 
426. Have you read this new Water Bill now before the Committee 7 Yes. 
427. And you know that it has been petitioned against by a number of suburban residents, as well as 

by seven Local Autho1;ities surrounding the city? Yea. 
428. The petitioners state that by the Acts of 1860 and 1877 .they were entitled to be supplied on the 

same terms as the city? They were not so entitled. By the Act of 1860. the occupiers of a house in the 
suburbs ·had to pay 25- per cent. more for water than ·the· occupier of a house in the city. 

429. But under the Act of 1877 they got equal rights? Yes. 
430. We have elicited from the various witnesses that if the Bill were amended in the direction of 

l1aving no differential rates and assessments, and they were supplied on the same terms as the city, they 
would- be -generally satisfied : · do you know of any objections to such an ,alteration ? I think the greater 
expenses entailed in laying down pipes to the suburbs should certainly entitle us to charge a greater rate. 
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· 431. You don't;, .then, recognise·the- rights.the,subm'.bs claim?. Certainly·not. Ifyou get in a cab and 
go one mile for a certain amount the cabman. won.'t take. you three miles .for the same price. It is. on the. 
same principle the _rates are increased. · 

432. Do you, consider the ser.vice: renp.ered to th~. ~uburbs equal to. that render~f to the. City? Yes, 
I clo. 

433. One witness has, informed, us that he laid1 :m, water at his- own expense; and the, supply in the 
summer is not nearly so goo.d, as it is-in- the city ? I beg your .pardon-, we never, shut off water from the 
suburbs and not from the city. 

434. The suburbs• only get_ the. exces~ ·after- I.he, city is supplied?; No. , In the, d11y .season the water 
is forced to them at stated intervals, and they are natified, and every precaution taken to give them a decent 
supply. · 

435. Nev.ertheless it does not achieve the objec: you inten_d,, Witnesses have, told us that in.summer, 
when it is most needed, the supply is most uncertai1:? That is naturally the case. 

436. Why should the _suburbs· be· expected to p3.y more than the city? On acccmnt .of the extra cost 
of laying pipes to them. It cost us at least from £1500 to £2000 a year to supply the suburbs at all. I 
base my argument on these facts; For the city proper we have a sufficient sur:iply' all the year round for 
the next 30 years. For the sake of the suburbs we went to an expense of £35,000 for a new reservoir, :he 
interest on which amounts to £1750_ at 5 per cent., We·are spending another £20,000 for the restoration 
of the old reservoir, the interest on which will. be .:::.1.000. The citizens. are paying that inter.est, for we 
don't get more than that from the suburbs altogethe::-. The interest on ,the restorati~n of the reservoir, with 
pipe-laying, maintenance, and supervision, will cost from £1500' to- £2000 a year ; soc we are at a loss of 
that amount to supply the suburbs. - . 

437. You know that the approp1·iation of surplas revenue for Municipal purposes is strongly objec~ed 
to? It may possibly -be- objectionable. They wculd have no objection, to devoting the surplus to. a 
sinking fund. 

438. ·A sinking fond wou:ld'be rea:lly, th!') 1means ofreducing the water. rate,?- ·It-would-be laying up for 
posterity, and what is the good of doing that. 

439. Is there anything else you-wou-ldi like to p:>int out in regard to the relationship between the G::,r
poration and the,su-burbs on this'q:uestion-? There a one thing I would_ li~e .to, say. I see Mr. _Perkins 
says in his evidence that the suburbs are liable for the debt. I give that a most unqualified denial. I can 
prove it to you. 43 Viet. No. 22 contains thi.s pasS3.ge : " The Conncil shall, whenever necessary for ihe 
purpose of paying the sinking fund· and the annual interest p~yable upon - all or. any part.of the mi:>n~ys 
secured by any debentures issued und!)r the provisions of this Act, make a special rate upon all rateable 
property in the city." 1 don't 'see• how Mr; Perkins-can reconcil'e that with his· statement. 

440. Do yo1l see any objection to the Bill being- amended in the direction I speak of-an independent 
assessment by a competent and assess01· and equal rights all round·? You could. not have an assessment for 
water, another for m_unicip3:l rates, and so. on. 

441. We have three or four different assessment3 in the suburbs now? That is your own look-out. 
442, Suppose. you struck out Clause 60 ,? Oh, no, leave it there, and strike out 67 if you like. If the 

suburbs set up their backs we wouid rather keep the. law as it is and let them all go by the board._. 
443." You could: not recommend anything in the direction of the resol:ution ,proposed at the Conference?' 

Oh, certainly not. It means for them to get their own way. I happen to know there are two or three, 
agitators, as a mattel' of fact, who hav;e caused all these objections. . . 

444. By Mr. Gill.~You.·are of opinion that rather than concede what the suburbs ask the Corpqration 
had better be without them? Yes, I think so. 

445. Were you present at a meeting of the Corporation and the Local Authorities on 14th June, 
1893? Yes. 

446. There was a resolution proposed : can you -tell me why the Council thought it was an inopportune 
time to accede to the request for the formation of a Water Trust? Because they had got on very nicEly 
with their own management, and there was no reason to give up the'. helm to strangers. '.L'he whole suburbs 
put tog'ether are not above one-seventh of the city. 

447. Is it not a fact that the Corporation have to go through Queenborough to get wate1·? 
Certainly not. 

448. They go· to St. Crispin's ,well? Yes; but. that is .not in .Quee1+borough. 
449. It is in my district? [t would not come· i:ito Sandy Bay, and we are talking about Sandy Bay 

now. We don't take a. drop of. water from the Sandy Bay Rivulet. I see .that someone. has given in 
evidence that, rather than pay. ls. 4d. in the. pound, .. t:i_ey will go a·nd make waterworks for themselves.. The 
Corporation will never stand in their light in that cairn, at least I think not. 

450. It seems to me only fair that the distriots that pay water rates should be represented in the. 
mattel'? Well, Glenorchy left us and went in for their own watei·. Unless we are prepared to spend 
thousands of pounds of the citizens' money, the time .:nust come when the Sandy Bay supply will have to be 
cut into. We have enough water for ourselves, and why should we join in a Trust with a lot of people who 

· only give one-seventh of the whole revenue. 
451. There is- great objection to that portion of the Bill which allows the Corporation to apply any 

surplus revenue from water to general .purpoi:!es? They have got that power in L_aunceston, but I dor:.'t 
think there will be much opposition on our part if. it. is struck out. If there is any surplus let it go the 
sinking fund. 

452. By .1-Yfr. Crisp.-What is the. present w1ter rate in Hobart? One shilling in the pou11d up to 
£40. 
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453. And what is the rate in the suburbs? One shilling and fourpence in the pound. 
454. Is not property in the suburbs assessed lower than property in the city? Yes. 
455. The witnesses representing the suburbs who have given evidence here are- of opinion that if 

an independent assessment was made for water purposes only, and the subnrbs put on the same footing as 
the city, it would increase the revenues of the Corporation? I think it is better to leave it as it stands. I 
think Hobart would suffer hy it, because I don't think you could make a comparative assessment in that 
way. Hobart in a great part of it is thickly housed, whereas in the suburbs you get large blocks of land 
with houses on them. It would be very awkward having another assessment. 

456. If the suburbs won't submit to a differential rate you think the Bill had better be withdrawn? 
Yes, certainly. . . 

457. Do you know of any other way of getting out of the difficulty? No. I _think a differential rate, 
according to the expense of laying the supply, is fair. 

458. ·Tlie New. Town people say that if this independent assessment is agreed to they would make over 
to the Council the New Town Creek? It is not worth anything to the Corporation. 

459. The suburbs also agree that they are equally responsible in regard to loan money? They have 
no responsibility. 

460. And are prepared to share in all responsiblity past and present?. We don't want them to. 
461. You say they have no responsibility ? . Not the slightest. 
462. They only pay their rates? Yes. 

463. Are they bound to take water from the Corporation? Yes, if tlie pipe is within 50 yards of the 
boundary of their premises. 

464. You could not recommend this Committee to agree to anything but a differential rate ? · I think 
it is the fairest. 

465. At whose instigation were the three new clauses introduced into this Bill? There were agreed 
on at a conference of the Hobart and Launceston Municipal Councils. 

466. This Bill has been agreed to in the Launceston Council? Yes. 
467. Are there any farther clauees you would like to introduce into it? No, it is pretty well perfect 

now. 

468. In that' dausg in regard to using any surplus for repairs to streets, does that refer to repairing 
streets after laying mains? 'l'hat is the idea. 

469. That has never been charged to the Water Account up to the present? No .. 
470. By 11£r. Gill.-You would not call that" general purposes?" No. 
471. Then those words in the clause are useless? Yes. 
472. By ]Hr. Orisp.-But there never is any surplus? No ; the amount received from rates is all 

expended. 
473. The Corporation lately borrowed £30,000 for the restoration of the old reservoir, and laying pipes 

in the city and suburbs? Yes, principally in the suburbs. 
474. It will require an additional sum to finish the work? Yes, it will require folly £5000 more to 

finish it. 
475. That work is principally for the suburbs? Principally for Sandy Bay. 
476. Is there any further evidence you would like to give? No, I think that is all. 

FRIDAY, OcToDER i3, 1893. 

GEORGE LUCKMAN, callBd and exarnined. 

477. By Mr. Hamilton.-Wbat is your name? George Luckman. 
478. You are a resident of Sandy Bay? I have resided 40 years in the District, and for 16 years I 

was connected with the Road Trust of Sandy Bay as Chairman or Secretary. 
479. Do yon know that the Corporation are about to introduce an amended Water Bill? Yes. 
480. Are you conversant with it? Yes, with portions of it; I have scanned it through. 
481. You kno'w that Sandy Bay, in conjunction with the other suburbs, has petitioned against the Bill? 

Yeii, 1 signed the petition. 
482. What do you object to in the Bill Y I object to being rated above the city. Mr. Frederick 

Lipscombe, who was the father of the present waterworks, gave us a distinct pledge in 1860 that we were 
to be regardedas part and parcel of the city in the water scheme. He was the Representative in the 
House of Assembly for Queenborough, and an Alderman and I believe Chairman of the Waterworks Com
mittee in the City Council. I can produce documents in his own writing, at present in his widow's 
possession, which prove that. I was in his company from J 860 to 1875 almost daily and canvassed the 
district with him to get people to take the water, a distinct pledge always being given that Sandy Bay 
should be supplied on exactly the same terms as the city ; and for nearly 30 years they were so supplied . 

. 483. And you object'to the present Bill as a violation of that pledge? It is repudiation. 
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484. Have you any further objections against tiB Bill? · We object to the increased rate and the

separate assessment. It is folly, as we have already 1 wo assessments. Give us one and we don't care· 
what shape it is in, as long as it is by a fair valuator on the same principle as Hobart is rated. Let the· 
Government make one fair assessment and we will abide by it. 

485. If there were no differential rates and differrntial assessments, and you were supplied on the s~me
terms as the city, would you be satisfied? Yes. Mr. Frederick Lipscombe gave us to understand that we
were to come in as part and parcel of Hobart in the scbeme, to share alike in its cost and benefits. 

486, In 1877 you got equal rights with the city? . Yes. 
487. And by a recent Act those rights were take:i away, although you petitioned against it? Yes. 
488. Is there any voluntary evidence you would like to give the Committee? No, beyond the fact'. 

that it seems to me folly to have more assessments We are assessed already for police, road board, 
and property rates. One assessment lllade in fairness: by some disinterested person would answer every· 
purpose. I am well acquainted· with the property of the District, and I don't think there are half a dozen 
properties in Sandy Bay that I would alter from their present assessment, and I have ·been acquainted 
with property for the last fifty years. So far as the Corporation is concerned I think they have the·· 
best of us, because we have borrowed a large sum on the rates of the district to improve our street3;_ 
which has increased the value of property, and induc~d numbers of people to come and live there. There 
is a considerable yearly increase in the water rate of Sandy Bay, and if the Corporation were to dear 
fairly with us they would pay part of that money W3 have borrowed, as they have benefited considerably· 
in the expenditure by increased water rates. 

489. What is your present rate? ls. 4d. 
· 490. What is your supply like? We have a prEtty good supply, taking everything into consideration, 

though last summer we had complaints through being scantily supplied. 
491. You have a new main, have you not? T!Bre is a new main laid, but it is to supply the city as. 

well, and is not used at present. 
492. It is admitted that the consolidation contemplated in this Bill would be very valuable, and if it· 

was amended in the direction I have indicated would you have any objection to it? We are perfectly 
satisfied to be put on the same terms as Hobart. If they had not allowed us to come in on the name terms
originally we would have petitioned against it. Brown's River got compensation for the loss of its water-
rights, and the whole of our water-rights have been taken from us, and Mr. Lipscombe's promise set 
aside. I would be one to put my money down new if the Corporation would consent, and sell the pipes 
now down at a valuation, and start an independent supply for ourselves. We only ask for common fairness,. 
nothing more. 

493. You enjoyed equal rights witl~ the city until when? Until 1891._ 
494. By the Chairman.-It is really the legislation of 1891 you object to? Yes. 
495. By JJfr. Hiddlestone.-Had Mr. Lipscombe any authority on behalf of the Corporation to give· 

the pledge he did? · I cannot say ; he came to us aa a public man and gave us a distinct pledge, and I am 
not supposed to go behind the •scenes. 

496. By the Chairman.-Was Mr. Lipscombe an alderman? Yes; and Member of Parliament for 
the district. 

497. By Mr. Riddlestone.-But, as ·an alderman, I might make certain promises without the· 
authority of the Corporation? I think you will fir.d at that period that Mr. Lipscombe was Chairman of 
the Waterworks Committee. 

498. You have no objection to pay the same for the water as the Hobart people? Just so. 
499. And that is all the citizens want, as far :c.s I know. You seem to object to being.assessed for· 

water purposes only on the same grounds as Hobart? Oh no, I do not object to the assessment on the 
rental value as in Hobart. 

500. Take Mr. Gregory's house in Sandy B:i.y that is assessed at £90 a year; now take another 
house of exactly the same size in Campbell street a:ssessed at £ll0. -The house in Campbell-street hi:.s to
pay water rates on £ll0, while the house in Sandy Bay only pays on £90, although the water has t,J be 
taken a further distance to it. Do you think that is fair? Mr. Gregory's house is much nearer the
Waterworks ; the house in Campbell-street is in a wider and better lighted street. I find a di:ffieulty in 
letting houses in a street not properly lighted, or in the outskirts of the town. The house in Sandy Bay· 
lately occupied ]:Jy Mr. Counsel has been empty nearly six months, although it is in a wider street than 
Mr. Gregory's residence, simply because the stre~t is not lighted. It is not everyone that will live in 
the suburbs,-timid people, those who keep much company, or frequent theatres, will not live in the· 
outskirts,.consequently property there has a lower value. 

501. They use water just the same? The 3ize of the house is no criterion of the quantity of water· 
used. We were talking about the value of property. If you had two shops, one in Liverpool-street and 
the other at Sandy Bay, would you let them at thE same rate? (Mr. Hiddlestone-I should expect more 
for the one in Liverpool•street). Certainly, pcsition governs the rental. I have a property tn "Cpper 
Liverpool-street assessed at £20 a year, for which I get 25s. a month, because there is no road h1 it, and 
if it was in Sandy Bay I could get twice the rental for 1t. Previous to 1860 a more continuous stream 
came through Hall's Saddle into the Sandy Bay Rivulet, but this has been checked by cutting the streams
above, and the formation of the Huon road has helped to divert it also. Mr. Racket, who had his dis
tillery on the Sandy Bay Rivulet, when deprived ofit contemplated turning it into a mill, but found, on 
calculation, that there was 01ily a sufiicient supply for three hours out of the twenty-four. 

502. At the last Select Committee held on this subject, Mr. Davies asked Mr. Rait, "You take no. 
water at all that Sandy Bay could be in any way affected by T' And Mr. Rait answered " No."' 



(No. 102.) 

22 

Mt. Hamilton asked·, ""Do you take any water from any of the. tributaries of the Sandy Bay Rivulet?"' 
And the answer to that was "No."-What do you say to that? I am not saying you do. ·what I 
contend is tlrnt you have taken from us the· Sandy Bay Rivulet Valley, where the present Waterworks are 
situated; that it is the only avenue for .Sandy Bay to .the. south-east slopes of Mount Wellington, our 
natural watershed. If you read Capt. Cheyne's pamphlet, and the opinions of-the law officers of that day, 
you-will find that before 1860 the Hobart· Corporation had only the right to the Guy Fawkes Rivulet, and 
when Mr. Gale established the present Waterworks, he took that valley and conveyed all the streams on the 
south-east and southern slope into that valley, which cuts off all our chance of ever supplying ourselves 
with water from those sources. We did not object then, because we believed a member or Chairman of your 
Committee that we were· to share.all the advantages of the water supply. Had we known as much then as 
we do now we would have petitioned against it, and·obtaineda supply of our own, for a few miles of piping 
from any one of the creeks would have been ample for our wants. Sir Francis Smith would have granted 
us that, for he was a fair man, as the. provisions of the Water Act, 1860; prove. 

503 .. By .1111·. Hamilton.-The Sandy Bay people willingly parted with their rights, believing they 
would have fair dealing? Yes; relying on promises made at that time. Had we known how we were 
going to be treated, we would have conveyed our own water down the valley as the Corporation have·done. 
It could be brought straight from the mountain creeks to us. 

504. lf the Bill was amended to place you on the same terms as the city you would be satisfied? 
Yes; when Mr. Piesse was Collector at Sandy Bay there was a separate assessment for water purposes, 
but it did not vary from the old assessment at all. 

505. By t!te C!tairman.-Who compiled the assessment? The Municipal Council did. 
506. That is all they are asking to do now? It would give us so many assessments,-that is all I 

object to. 
507. You would not object to a uniform assessment? No; let us have one Government assessment 

for everything. 

ROBERT SYDNEY MILLES, called and examined. 

508. By t!te Chairman.-What is your name? Robert ·Sydney Milles. 
509. You are Director of Waterworks for the Coi·poration? Yes. 
510. I suppose you are familiar with the source of supply? Yes, I am fairly conversant with the 

whole of the district. 
511. Does any of the water that would naturally come to Sandy Bay constitute part of the supply of 

Hobart now? No, none at all. We do not divert any water from the Sanciy Bay Rivulet, but, on the 
contrary, are at present. putting: a little over half a million gallons a day into it from the overflow. 

512. Then they arc getting more water now down that creek than they would get naturally? Yes. 
Last summer I gauged the quantity we were putting in, and found· it a million gallons in the 24 hours. I 
-suppose it would he less than that just now. 

513. Do the Sandy Bay people get a fair supply of water? Yes, since I have been in office. They 
will be much better off this summer. We are laying a new 10-inch main from the waterworks, through 
Sandy Bay to the New Wharf. 'l'hat will"be in use this summer, I expect, and will supply Sanely Bay 
first, then Battery Point, and then the shipping. 

514. Will they have sufficient water in cases of fire? Yes. I think we will have a difficulty with the 
increased pressure. 

515. And they will be as well off as Hobart for all purposes? Yes, in every way. 
516. By 111r. Iiiddle.~tone.-Do you know if any water has been diverted which could in any way 

-affect Sandy Bay? Not that I am aware of. There has been no diversion at all. 'l'heir watershed starts 
from the saddle on the Huon Road, and we bring our water over that from 1·ight round the mountain. 
All the water from the Sanely Bay watershed passes round the reservoir by the storm-channel. vV e could 
not use that water at all ; it would not be pure enough. There are cattle ·grazing along· the creek all the 
way up by the Turnip Fields, and if you look at the creek even now, before the summer comes on, you will 
see it is not in a fit state· to drink. 

517. By Mr. Dades.-AII the delivery, besides, from your by-wash goes to Sandy Bay? Yes. 
518. So that virtually it is the water suppJ~, of the Corporation that keeps the Sandy Bay Creek 

going? Yes, and keeps it flushed. Ifit was not for that it would be a terrible nuisance in the summer. 
Lots of houses empty their drains into it lower clown, and if it was not for the 1'fater that we put into it I 
do not know how it could be flushed. You c•an see it for yourselves. At present at the head of the 
reservoir there is a little dribble which would easily go through a 2,inch pipe,·but below the reservoir, with 
the overflow, you would not get it through a 6-inch pipe. The demand in town_ is inversely in proportion 
to the supply in summer time, and just now ive have a lot of water running to waste. As soon as the 
supply from the Mountain is consumed, we have to draw on the storage reservoir, and that only took place 
for two weeks last vear, when the reservoir went down 14 inches. 'l'he new 10-inch main we have laid 
goes down King-st;·eet, but there are branches at Parliament-street and the Main Road, besides others 
higher up, and all the water now used in Sandy Bay will be forced into the city. · 

519. With the completion of the work you have in hand yon will be able to give Sandy Bay and 
Battery Point a better supply? Yes, I think so, in ordinary weather. It is chiefly the garden taps that 
take the water in summer time. 
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520. Is that new main connected with the new reser.,..oir? Yes, it can be connected at will with the 
old reservoir,- the new i·eservoir, or the receiving-house. 

521. In these new arrangements, Sandy Bay and B3.ttery Point will be better off than New Town? 
Yes. Sandy Bay will be better off than New Town, but New Town will be better off than before, owing to 
there being an extra quantity of water to go to its· mains. 

522. By 1Wr. Hiddlestone.-What is your opinion in regard to the assessment of suburban property? 
I have not gone into the financial question at all, except for my own information. There is one point I 
would like to mention, antl that is that we; don't get the same revenue in proportion to the length of pipes 
laid as in. the city. Also in the suburbs ojtr services cost more to· lay. We have to lay up to 50 feet, and 
while we seldom lay the'full distaµce in town, in the suburbs we often have to. 

523. By Mr. Davies.-Dd you think the expenseE of repairing streets after pipes have been laid 
down should be charged to waterworks? In the past I don't think there has been a sufficient amount of 
these expenses charged to the waterworks, but at present I am charging to that department what I consider 
a fair amount. 

WILLIAM GRAHAME, -JUN., 
GOVElitNME)<T PRINTER, TASMANIA, 
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[Bill as .. amended· by Select Committee.] 

Clauses ,67 and 70 struck out. 
Clause 59 amended. 

A 

.B I L· L 
TO 

.Consolidate an:d amend the Laws relating A._D. 1s93. 

to the Supply of Water to· the ,City and 
· Port · of Hobart and the · Places adjacent 
thereto. 

WHEREAS it is expedient to coil3olidate and amend ,the Laws PREAMBLE 

Telating to the supply of Water to the 1Jity and Port of Hobart and 
the places adjacent thereto: 

Be it therefore enacted by His Excelle:icy the Governor of ·Tasmania, 
5_by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council and 

House of Assembly, in 'Parliament assembled, as follows:-

InterpretatiJn. 

1 In the construction and for the plll'poses of this Act, and of all lnterpretation. 
proceedings_under this Act, the following terms and expressions _shall 
have the respective meanings hereafter assigned to them, unless there 

. 10 is something in the context of the Act repugnant to such construction; 
that is to say, 

"City" or "the said City'~ means the City of Hobart: "City." 
"Corporation" shall.mean the Conoratiqn of The Mayor, Ald~r- "Corporation." 

men, and Citizens of the City of Hobart: 
15 " Council" shall mean the Municipal Council of the City of "Council." 

Hobart: 
· " Waterworks" shall extend to ar.d include all reservoirs, wells, "Waterworks." 

_cjsterns, tanks, aqueducts, tunnels, feeders, drains, chann~h, 
cuts, floodgates, sluices, coEduits, filters, troughs, dams, 

[Bill 2.] 

.... * The words proposed to be ~truck out are enclosed in brackets [ ] ; those to be inserted, 
in parentheses ( ). 
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. " Streams." 

"Street." 

" Limits of this 
Act." 

" Prescribed." 

"Two Justices." 

"Person." 

Council to 
execute Act. 

Powers under 
former Acts 
transferred to 
Council. 

Property in the 
waterworks 
vested in the 
Corporation. 

Provisions of Act 
to apply to 
existing wat1;Jr
works. 

~aking streams: 
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embankments, pumps, culverts, pipes, pipe-breaks, engines, 
buildings, and other works of what kind soever, which are, 
from time to time, necessary or used for effecting the purposes 
of this Act; and shall also extend to and include compensa-
tion reservoirs. and all works incident thereto : 5 

"Streams" shall extend to and include springs, brooks, rivers, and 
other running waters : 

"Street" shall extend to and include any public and common 
highway, road, footway, bridge, squar~, court, passage, alley, 
thoroughfare, and public way or place: . 10 

"Limits ·of this Act" shall compri~e and include the City of 
Hobart and suburbs thereof, and districts and places adjacent 
thereto: 

"Prescribed" and "prescribe" mean prescribed by By-laws to 
be made by the Council, or as the Council may prescrihe by 15 
By-laws: 

"Two Justices" shall mean Two or more Justices of the Peace 
met and acting together: 

" Person" shall include Corporations." 

Execution of Act. 
2 The Corporation is hereby empowered to carry this Act into 20 

execution and to exercise the several powers hereby conferred upon it 
through the Council. 

Waterworks ve.~ted in the Corporation. 
3 All waterworks made, erected, built, or laid under any Aet hereby 

repealed, and all property, rights, matters, and things which by virtue · 
of any previous Act were transferred to, or vested in, or declared to be 25 
the property of the Corporation, shall continue to be vested in and to . 
be the property of the Corporation in the same manner as if this Act 
had not been passed. 

4 All waterworks transferred to and vested in the Corporation by 
this Act, or by· any Act hereby repealed, and all ,vaterworks made, 30 
constructed, repaired, or maintained under this Act, and all appliances 
and appurtenances thereto respectively belonging, and the materials 
of which the same consist, excepting communication pipes and other 
appliances within the outer boundary of any premises, and all materials, 
tools, implements, and things furnished and provided by.the Council, 35 
under the authority or for any of the purposes of this Act, shall be the 
property of the Corporation. 

5 The Council is hereby empowered to use any existing water
works so transferred to the Corporation as aforesaid, and to maintain, 
alter, or discontinue the same, for the purposes of this Act, as the Council 40 
may, from time to time, think proper, in the same manner as any 
waterworks constructed under the authol'ity of this Act; and all the 
powers and provisions of this Act relating to waterworks shall equally 
apply to such existing waterworks. 

6 For the purposes of this Act it shall be lawful for the Corporation, 45 
from time to time and continuously, to take, divert, and impound the 
water of the streams or any of them constituting the sources of supply 
under this Act, and to alter the. course of any such stream. 
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Sources of Sur,.ply. A.D. 1893. 

7 The following ,streams shall constitt.:.te the sources of the supply Sources of supply 
of water for the purposes of this Act :- for the purposes 

of the Act. 

5 

10 

15 

· r. So much of the waters of the streams known as the Wellington 
Rivulet· and the Fern Tree Creek, and of all other streams 

· lying between the said riv:ilet and the said creek, and 
flowing from Mount Wellington towards the road known as 
the New Huon Road, as'arisEs or flows on the north-western 
side of the said road, including the waters of any such 
stream which have at auy time been diverted into or may 
now flow in the Hobart Rivulet, and which are herebv 
declared not to be any portic,n of the said Hobart Rivulet: 

H. All streams flowing f~om Moun; Wellington towards the direct 
Huon Road from Hobart tc- Leslie within a radius of One 
hundred chains around Saint Cri.~pin' s Well ( excepting a 
stream known as Millhouse'.: or Falls Creek): 

m. All other streams which were transferred to or vested in· the 
Corporation by any Act hereby repealed. 

' 

Construction of Works. 
8 The Corporation is hereby empow~red to compulsorily purchase Purchase pf land. 

any land and to compulsorily acquire any easements which the Council 
20 may consider to be n.ecessary for the p1:rposes of this Act, and which 

the Council may think proper to purchase ; and for the purpose of 
facilitating and effectuating any such priTchase The Lands Clauses Act 
shall be incorporated with this Act. 

9 For the purposes of this Act it shall be lawful for the Corporation 
· 25 to enter upon any land, and to take lel'els of the same, and to set out 

such parts of such land as the Council f1inks necessary, and to dig, cut, 
trench, and break up the soil of such land, and to remove all earth, sto·ne, 
trees, or other things dug or obtained out of the same, and to use such 
materials in the construction and upl;wlaing of the work authori8ed by 

30 this Act. · 

10 It shall be lawful for the Corporation, from time to time, to make, 
construct, lay down, maintain, alter, er discontinue such waterworks 
upon any land, and upon the streams constituting the sources of supply 
under this Act, as the Council thinks necessary for supplying the 

35 inhabitants.within the limits of this Act with water. 

11 Prior to the first entry upon any land by the C!)rporation for the 
purposes of this Act, not less than Fourteen days' notice of the intention 
of the Corporation to enter shall be given by the Council to the owner 
and occupier, if any ; but no notice shall be necessary previous to any 

40 subsequent entry by the Corporation ·upon such land for the purposes 
of this Act. -

Compensal:on . . 
12 In the exercise of 'the powers ccnferred by this Act the Corpo

ration shall do as little damage as can te, and, in all cases where 'it can 
be done, shall provide other watering-?laces, drains, and channels for 

45 the use of adjoining lands, in_place of any such. as are taken away or 
interrupted by the Corporation. 

Entry upon land. 

Construction of 
waterworks. 

Council to give 
notice prior to 
first entry upon 
land. 

Corporation to do 
as little damage as 
may be. 
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Corporation to 
make· compen
sation for damage 
done by execution 
of works. 

Persons damaged 
to make claim for 
compensation. 

Compensation 
how to be ascer
tained. 
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13 The Corporation shall make compensation, in .manner hereinafter 
provided, to all parties lawfully interested in the water of any stream 
taken or used· under the authority of this Act, or in any land, other than 
land purchased by the Corporation, in or upon which any waterworks 
may be constructed, or which may be injuriously affected by the 5 
construction and maintenance of the waterworks under this Act, other 
than any now existing waterworks, or otherwise by the exercise by 
the Council of the powers hereby conferred, for all damages sustained 
by reason of tile exercise as to such stream or land of the powers 
vested in the Corporation by this Act. I 0 

14 Any person claiming such compensation shall prefer his claim by 
notice in writing addressed to the Council, and served upon the Town 
Clerk, in which notice shall be specified the place of abode of the 
claimant, the particular act occasioning the damage for which compen
sation is claimed, the nature and amount of such damage, and the 15 
nature of the title or interest of such claimant in or to the water or 
land in respect of which the claim is preferred; and if any such person 
and the Council do not agree as to the amount of such compensation, 
the same, and the application thereof, shall, except in the cases herein
after mentioned, be determined by arbitration in the manner provided 20 
by The Land Clauses Act in cases of disputed compensation. 

Regard to be had ·15 In determining such claims regard shall be had to any benefit 
to any benefit which may be done or accrue to the claimant, by or as the result of 
which may accrue. the provisions in this Act contained. 

Claims for com
pensation by 
owners of mills on 
Hobart Rivulet 
to be determined 
as if such owners 
had been seised 
before. 
5 W. 4, No. 14. 

Persons not 
making claim 
when required to 
be barred. 

Compensation tor 
diverting water 
to be ascertained 
by action in the 
Supreme Court. 

16 Any claim which may be made under this Act by the owner or 25 
occupier of any mill erected before the passing of the Act of Council of 
the 5th William the 4th, No. 14, and worked by the water of the Hobart 
Rivulet, to compensation for damage sustained in respect of such mill 
by reason of the di version of the water of such rivulet by the Council 
under the powers confe1Ted by this Act, shall, whether heard before 30 
Arbitrators or before the Supreme Court, be determined as if such mill 
and the land occupied therewith at the time of the passing of the said 
recited Act had been then vested in fee in such owner, and as if any 
land _through or over which the water for working such· mill was then 
conveyed had not then been vested in the Crown. 35 

17 If the Council, by notice in writing, requires any person to make 
claim for compensation for any damage occasioned by the exercise 
previously to the service of such notice of any of the powers conferred 
on the Corporation by this Act, such person shall not be entitled to 
compensation for any damage sustained by reason of the exercise of any 40 
such powers previously to the service of such notice, unless he prefers 
his claim, in manner afore.said, within Three months after service of 
such notice. 

18 Where any claim for compensation involves damage alleged to · 
have been sustained by reason of the taking or diversion of any water, 45 
and the right of the claimant in or to such water is disputed by the 
Council, if the Council within Fourteen days after the service of the 
notice of the claim gives notice to the ~laimant that his right in or to 
such water is disputed, then such claim shall not be determined by 
arbitration, but shall be determined by an action in the Supreme Court, 50 
to be brought by the claimant against the Corporation for damages,.· 
or upon an issue agreed to between the claimant and the Corporation. 
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19 Every such action. shall be commenced within Three months A.D. Je.93. 
after the service on the claimant of s-.ich notice as aforesaid that his 
right is disputed, and not afterwards. 

Such actions to 
be commenced 

· within Three 
months. . . 20 The Corporation shall, from time to time, and at a:ll times for 

5 ever hereafter, pay and make good to the owners and occupiers of all 
lands and buildings, and to every person whomsoever, all loss, costs 
and charges, sums of money, damages and expenses whatso.ever, and 
for all injury; of what nature or kind soever, as well immediate as 
consequential, which such owners or occupiers, or other persons, may 

10 suffer,-incur, pay, expend, or be put to by reason or in consequence 
. of'the failure or giving way of any of the waterworks of the Corporation 

' under this Act . 

. 21 No claim to compensation shall arise under this Act or otherwise 
by reason of _the waters of any strean:.; not being naturally a tributary 

15 of the Hobart Rivulet, and which may have been at any time brought 
or diverted into, or may now flow ir the said rivulet, being cut off or 
diverted from or prevented from flowing in the said rivulet, and. being 
appropriated for the purposes of this A.et by the Council, nor by reason 
that, after the cutting off or diversion as aforesaid of the waters of any 

20 such stream not being naturally a tributary of the Hobart Rivulet, 
the Council uses and maintains the now existing waterworks so trans

. ferred to the Corporation as aforesaid, and uses the waters of the said 
rivulet and of any natural tributary thereof, for the purposes of this 
Act, in· as full and ample a manne::-, and to the same extent, as the 

25 same have been heretofore used and maintained for the purposes of any 
law in force at the time of the passing of this Act. 

Compensatio'R- W orhs. 
22 In any case in which the Corporation is able to make good the 

interrup,tion which would be caused-by the taking or diversion of any 
water under this Act, by means of compensation reservoirs or other works, 

,30 it shall be lawful for the Corporation, instead of making pecuniary com
pensation to any person having a ri.5ht to the use of such water, to 
construct such compensation reservo:rs or other works, and thereby 
to secure to such person a supply ::>f water equal in quantity and 
quality to the supply which he would havEl enjoyed had this Act not 

35 passed ; and in such case the compensation reservoir or other works 
· shall he completed and filled with wa-:er before the water is taken or 

diverted for the purposes of this Act. 

23 If any difference should arise between the Corporation and any 
such persons respecting the construction of any sµch compensation 

,40 reservoir or other works, or the kind O::' sufficiency thereof, or respecting 
the maintenance thereof, the same slull be determined by arbitration 
in the mode prescribed by The Land~ Clauses Act in cases of disputed 
corn pensation. 

. 24 Wherever the owners or occup~ers of land, through or by whicli 
45 any streams flow the water of which has been taken, diverted, or im

pounded by the Corporation under the authority of this Act, have now 
by law the right of using such water for any purpose, and water in lieu 
of that which may be thereby taken away can be supplied from the 
waterworks, it shall be lawful for the Corporation, instead of making 

50 pecuniary compensation to· the owners or occupiers for the time being-
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of such lands, to afford a reasonable supply of water for such purpose 
from the waterworks free of charge other than the Water Rates for 
the time being made an.d in force under this Act ; and in case the 
Council and any such ·owner or occupier do not agree as to the quantity 
to be so supplied, or as to the mode of supply, the same shall be 5 
determined by arbitration in the mode -prescribed by Tlie Lands 
Clauses Act in cases of disputed compensation. 

Brealtinq up of Streets. 
25 The Corporation may open and break up the soil and pavement 

of any streets within the limits of this Act, and may open and break up 
any sewers, drains, or tunnels within or under such streets, and lay 10 
down and place pipes, service pipes, and other works and engines ; 
and from time to time repair, alter, or remove the same ; and, for the 
purposes afor!3said, remove and use all earth and materials in and under 
such streets, and do all other acts which the Council from time to time 
deems necessary for supplying ·water to the inhabitants within the said 15 
limits, doing as little damage as can be in the execution of the powers 
hereby granted. 

26 Before the Corporation shall open or.break up any street without 
the City, the Council shall give to the persons, if any, under whose 
control or management the same may be, or to their clerk, surveyor, or 20 
or other officer notice in writing of the intention of the Corporation to 
to open or break up the same not less than Three clear days before 
beginning such work, except in cases of emergency arising from defects 
in any of the pipes or other works,. and then so soon as is possible after 
the beginning of the work or the necessity for the same has arisen. 25 

27 No street without the City shall, except ·in the cases of 
emergency aforesaid, be opened or broken up except under the super
intendence of the persons, if any, having the control or management 
thereof, or of their officer, and according to such plan as is approved of 
by such persons or their officer, or in case of any difference respecting 30 
such plan then according to such plan as may be determined by Two 
Justices: Provided, that if the persons having such control or manage
ment as aforesaid and their officer fail to attend at the time fixed for 
the opening of any such street, after having had such notice of the 
intention of the Corporation as aforesaid, or do not propose any plan for 35 
breaking up or opening the same, or refuse or neglect to superintend 
the operation, the Council may perform the work specified in such 
notice without. the superintendence of such persons or their officer. 

28 When the Corporation opens or breaks up any street, sewer, drain, 
or tunnel, it shall with all convenient speed complete the work for 40 
which the same was broken up, and fill in the ground, and reinstate 
and make good the street, sewer, druin, or tunnel so opened or broken 
np, and carry away the rubbish occasioned thereby ; and shall at all 
times whilst any such street is so opened or broken up cause the same 
to be fenced and guarded, and a light sufficient for the warning of 45 
passengers to be set up and kept against the same every night. 

Fire-plugs. 
29 The Corporation shall fix proper fire-plugs in the main and other 

· pipes, at such convenient distances, not being more than One hundred 
yards from each other, and at such places as may be most proper and 
convenient for the supply of water for extinguishing fires. 50 
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30 The Corporation shall, from time to time, renew and keep in A.D. 1893: 
~ffective order every su?h fire-plug,;_ and as soon as any such fire-_pl~g ; Council to kee 
1s con:ip~eted the qounc1l shall deposit a k::iy_ thereof at ~ach_ place w1thm fire-plugs in P 
the limits of this Act where any pubhc fire engme 1s kept, and repair and deposit 

,5, shall put up a public notice in some coIBpicuous place in each street key~ thereof at 
fo whicl~ such fire-plug is situated showing its situation, which notice engme houses. 
·the Council may'put up on·any house or building in such street. 

31 The Corporation shall, at the request and expense of the owner or Fire-plugs to J:i_e 
.. occupier of any building situated in any 3treet in which there is a pip<', placed near build
] 0 place and maintain in effective order a fire-plug, to be used only for 11f1gs at request 

. . h' fi . 1 b h b 'ld' o owners. extmgu.1s mg res, as near as convement y may e to sue u,1 mg. , 

32 The Corporation shall at all times keep charged with water all 
pipes tu which fire-plugs are fixed, unless prevented by unusual drought, 
or other unavoidable cause or accident, or during necessary repairs, and 

15 shall allow all persons at. all times to take and use such water for 
extinguishing fire without making cornp2nsation for the same. 

Supply of W.ater .. 

Pipes to be ke:;i~ · 
charged. 

Water may be · 
taken to ex
tinguish fires 
without charge. 

33 The Corporation shall, at the.request of the owner or occupier of Supply of:water 
any house or part of a house occupied as a separate dwelling and fo; ~omestic_ use 
situated on aRy land within the City, the outer boundary of which is witbm the city. 

·20 within Fifty feet of any m,;1.in or other ripe of the Corporation, furnish 
to such person within such dwelling-hoUEe, by means of communication 
pipes and other necessary and proper apparatus, to be provided; laid 
down, and maintained as to such part thereof as is within the .outer 
boundary of the premises at the cosi of ·such person, a sufficient 

25 supply of water for his domestic purpoEes, including a supply for apy 
private water closet and fixed bath in such dwelling-house. 

34 The Corporation shalt, if practica . .Jle, <;a use pipes to be laid <lown 
. and water to be brought to every part of the places and districts within 
the limits of this Act and beyond the City, whereunto the Corporation is 

·30 required by so many owners or occupier3 of. houses in such part ofthe 
dii,trict beyond the City as that the aggregate amount of the Suburban 
\\ater Rate hereinafter mentioned paya-Jle by them annually shall not 
be less than One-tenth part of the expense of providing and laying 
down such pipes. 

35 35 The communication pipe between the main or other pipe of the 
Corporation, and the outer boundary of any premises, shall be provided 
laid down, and maintained by and at the expense of the Corporation, 
and shall be the property of the Corporation. . 

Supply of wate,r 
for domestic use 
beyond the City 
and within the 
limits. 

Service pipes 
without private 
property to be 
laid down by 
Council. 

36 The description of pipes and other apparatus by means of which Connci~ may 
40 water· is laid on, distributed, or supplied within the outer boundary of deter~m?e the_ 

· I 11 b h C '. · · "'11 descr1pt10n of any premises, s 1a e sue as the ounc1l determmes, either genera y, ~ vice pipes to 
or in classes or cases, or in any particular case, and the Corporation shall 1i:r used. 
not be bound to supply water in any cas3 in which the required descrip-
tion of pipes, or other apparatus, js not provided, and may cut off the 

45 pipes, or turn off the water, from any premises supplied with water, 
until the required description of pipes, or other apparatus, is provided. 
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· 37 The. Corporation may ·supply· water ·to ·any person ,within the 
limits ·of this Act,10:r·domestic or othl'lr•purposes, by measure, at such 
uniform charge and •.subject to such ·conditions as :the Council may 
prescribe; but such·:charge shall not exceed the sum of One Shilling for 
every One thousand gallons of water so supplied; and· the Corporation 5 
may, whenever :it sees fit so to do, attach a meter to the pipe supplying 
water for ·domestic purposes to any person, and thereupon all water 
supplied to such person shall be drawn .only through such meter; 
and there: shall be payable by such -person to the Corporation, besides 
the amount of any water rate or charge for water supplied to such 10 
person; such sum or sums of money, as rent for the use of such meter, 
and at such time or times, as may be prescribed. 

38 The Corporation may let for hire to any consumer of water 
supplied by measure any meter or instrument for measuring the quantity 
of water supplied and consumed, and any pipes and apparatus for the 15 
conveyance, reception, or storage of the water, for such remuneration in 
money as may ·be agreed upon between the Council and the consumer, 
which shall be recoverable in the same manner as rates due to the . 
Corporation for water. 

Any meter let for hire as aforesaid shall be attached and affixed 20 
to the pipe to which the same. is intended to be attached and affixed 
by or under the superintendence of the Director of Waterworks, or 
some person deputed· by him for that purpose, and not otherwise. 

39 Such meters, instruments, or other apparatus shalt not be subject 
-to ·distress for rent of the premises where the same are used, or to be'25 
·attached or taken in execution under any process of the Supreme Court 
or any inferior Court, or under or in pursuance of any adjudication or 
order in bankruptcy or other legal proceeding against or affecting the 
consumer of the water, or the occupier of the premises, or other person 
in whose possession the meters, pipes, instruments, or other apparatus 30 
may be. 

40 The Director of the Waterworks, or other person acting under the 
authority of the Council, may, between the hours of Nine of the clock 
in the forenoon and Four of the clock in the afternoon, enter any house, 
building, or.lands to, through, or into which w~ter is supplied by the Cor- 35 
poration by measure, in order to inspect the meters, instruments, pipes, 
and apparatus for the measuring, conveyance, reception, or storage of 
water, or for the purpose of ascertaining the quantity of water supplied 
or consumed ; and may from time to time enter any house, building, or 
lands for the purpose of removing any meter, instrument, pipe, or appa- 40 
ratus the property of the Council; and if any person hinders any such 
officer from entering or making such inspection, or effecting· such 
removal, or if any person, not being an officer of the Council, in any 
manner injures or interferes with any meter placed for the purpose 
herein named, he shall for every such offence be liable to a penalty not 45 
exceeding Twenty Pounds, in addition to the amount of damage or 
injury done. 

41 Every person requiring to remove or alter the position of any 
meter shall give Six days' notice in writing to that effect to the Director 
of ·waterworks, who will cause a registration of the quantity of water 50 
used to be taken, and such removal or alteration to be made; and the 
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expense of so doing shall be paid by su~h person; and no alteration 
shall be made but by or under the direction of an officer of the Council, 
nor until the permission of the Director of\Vaterworks has been obtained. 

42 It shall be lawful for 'the Corporafon, if it thinks fit so to do, to 
5 erect and place within the limits of this Act, any number· of fountains, 
. pumps, or other waterworks, in any pubtc situation, for the gratuitous 
'· use of any persons who may choose to carry water away from the 

same for their own private use, but not for sale ; and to supply with 
water any public baths or wash-houses vrhich may be established for 

I 0 the use of the poorer classes. 

43 The Corporation may supply water at or by means of any public 
fountains, pumps, or other waterworks, now or hereafter erected within 
the limits of this Act, on such terms and at such rate as are for the' 
time being approved of and sanctioned by _the Council. 

15 44 The Corporation shall supply arid distribute water at such places 
. , as it thinks proper for the use of the shipping in and frequenting the 
' ' Port of Hobart, at a charge not exceeding Two Shillings for every tun 

of Two hundred and fifty-two gallons; and the Council is herel:iy em
powered to demand and :receive payment in advance for all water so to 

20 be supplied according to the quantity of water required to be supplied. 

Power lo ·examine Oas P;ipes. 

45 For the purpose of ascertaining whether the wnter supplied by the 
Corporation is fouled by the gas of any persons making or supplying 
gas, the Council may dig up the ground and examine the pipes and 
works of the persons making or supplying gas: Provided that, before 

25 proceeding so to dig and examine, the Council shall give Twenty-four 
hours' notice in writing to the persons so making or supplying gas, of 
the time at which such digging and examination is intended to take 
place. 

46 If upon such examination .it appears that such water has been 
30 fouled by gas belonging to such person1,, the expenses of the digging, 

examination, and repair of the street or place disturbed in any such 
examination shall be paid by the persons making or supplying the gas; 
but if upon such examination it appears that the water has not been 
fouled by the gas of such persons, then the Corporation shall pay all the 

35 expenses of the examination and repair, imd also make good to the said 
persons any injury which may be occasioned to those works by such . 
examination. 

47 The amount of the expenses of every such examination. and 
repair, and any injury done to the Corporation, shall, in case . of any 

40 dispute about the same, together with. the. costs of ascertaining and 
recovering the same, be ascertained and Tecovered in a summary way 
by and before any two or more Justices.of the Peac~. 

[Bill 2.] 

A.D.1893 .. 

Public fountainsr . 

Council may 
charge for water· 
supplied at 
fountains. 

Supply of water 
for the use of tne, 
shipping. 

Power to examine 
gas pipes to 
ascertain whether 
water is fouled. 

The expenses to 
abide the result of 
the examinatic•n. 

How expenses to 
be ascertained. 



..A.D. 1893. 

Service pipes to 
he kept in rep.air. 

Council may 
repair service 
pipes. 

·Cisterns, &c. to 
be constructed so 
cas to prevent 
waste or impurity. 

Power to enter 
premises to 
ins.pect. 

Council to 
estimate annual 
sum required for 
purpose,; of the 

· Act. 

11 obart .Wate1· . [57 VrcT.J 

Waste 01· Mi&use of Water. 

48 If any person, neglects to keep the pipes and other apparatus, 
by means of which his. premises are supplied with water in good 
repair, the Director of Waterworks may cut off the pipe or turn off, 
the water from such premises until such pipes and uther apparat~is 
are sµfficiently repaired. 5 

49 The Council may repair any such pipe, or other apparatus, so as 
to prevent any such waste of water, and the e~penses of such repair, 
shall be repaid to them by the person so allowing the same to be out 
of repair and may be recovered by the Corporation from such person 
in the same manner as any Rate made and levied under the authority 10 
of this Act may be recovered. · 

50 Every cistern or other-receptacle foi· water which the Council may 
permit to be used, and every closet, soil-pan, and private bath supplied 
with ·water by the Corporation, shall be constructed and used in such 
manner as may be prescribed so as effectually to prevent the wa!:?te, 15 
misuse, or undue consumption of water, and the flow or return of foul 
air or other noisome or impure matter into the mains or pipes of ·th~ 
Corporation, or into any pipes connecting _or communicating therewith: 
and the Council may cut off the pipe attached to, or turn off the water 
supplied to any cistern or other receptacle for water so permitted to 20 
be used, or any closet, soil-pan, or private bath, which is ~10t constructed 
and used as prescribed, until such cistern or other receptacle for water, 
or such closet, soil-pan, or private bath is constructed and used as 
prescribed. 

51 The Director of Waterworks, or any other person acting under 2{, 
the authority of the Council, may at all times, betweei1 the hours of 
Nine of the clock in the forenoon and Six of the clock in the afternoon, 
enter into any house or building supplied with water by the Corpora
tion, for the purpose of ascertaining whether there is any waste or 
misuse of such water; and may at all times, during the day or night, 30 
enter into and upon any garden or other land for the purpose of ascer
taining whether any water is being wasted or illegally used ; and if 
such Director of ·waterworks or such other person as aforesaid is at 
any time refused admittance into such premises, or is prevented from 
making such exa):Ilination as he may deem necessary for the purposes 35 
aforesaid, the Director of \Vaterworks may. turn off the water from 
such premises. 

Annual Eslimute of Expenditure. 

52 The Council is hereby authorised and required, once in each 
year, to estimate and fix the amount of' money necessary to be levied 

· for the purpo.se of defraying the co:;t, charges, and ~xpenses of supply- 40 
ing water within the limits of this Act, for and during· the year then 
current, under which shall be understtJod to be comprehended the 
payment of the interest of any money borrowed on the security of the 
,vater Rates and Charges levied and made under the authority of this 
Act, together with such portions of the salaries, wages,'and other expenses 45 
of the Dfrector of Waterworks anri any engineers, surveyors, clerks, ' 
collectors, und other officers and servants employed by the Council for 
the purposes of this · Act as the Council thinks equitable and fair to 
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1ch:arge.:such:account,,;and all· other :charges:·and. .expenses attendant 
•upon· procuring: and distributing, a supply of·water, and for the other 
purposes authorised and required by this Act. 

Rates. 
, 53 The Council is hereby-authorised and required once in every 

5'year · to make and levy a: Rate, to be called the Domestic Water Rate, 
upon and from the occupiers of all dwelling-houses, and shops and 
buildings used as dwelling-houses, within the City, according to the 
annual value of such dwelling-houses and shops and buildings, and of 
any land attached or belonging thereto respectively .. 

10. · 54 No person who is the occupier or owner ·of any dwelling-house 
or shop or, other building used as a dwelling-house within the City 
shall' be liable·to the payment of the Domestic Water Rate upon more 
than' One-fomth part of the annual value of such dwelling·-house, shop, 
or other building, unless such dwelli:r::g-hous~, shop, or other building· 

15 is actually supplied with water for domestic purposes, or unless the 
mains or other pipes of the Corporat~on are laid down and properly 
supplied with water within Fifty fee~ from the outer boundary of the 
land upon which such· dwelling-house, shop, or other building is 
situate. 

20 55. The Council is hereby also'authJrised and required once in every 
, year, to make and l~vy a Rate, to be c1:.lled the Warehouse Water Rate, 
upon and from the occupiers of all shops, warehouses, stores, counting

. houses, coach-houses, stables, buildings,· wo'rkshops, mills, and manu-
factories within the City, and of the several lands thereunto attached or 

25 belonging, according to the annual value thereof. 

56 'Where· any premises are· supp:ied with water by measure for 
, domestic ·purposes, and the prescribed charge for '1hP- water actiially 
nsed on such premises in any year; a3 shown by the meter, would be 
less than the amount of Water RatE payable in respect of the· said 

30 premises, the occupier of such premises shall be liable to pay to ·the 
Corporation the full amount of such ·water Rate, instead of ,such 

· prescribed charge ; but in all cases in which the prescribed charge 
'exceeds the amount of such Rate, then the amount of ·such charge only 

· shall be paid by the occupier and not t!1e amount of Rate. 

A.D. 1893. 
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35 · ·57 The Rates to ·be made by the Council as aforesaid shall not Maximum 
exceed the amounts hereinafter set forf~ ; that is to say- . amount of Ratesr 

In respect of all dwelling-houses, and shops and buildings used as 
dwelling-houses, together with 2ny coach-house, stable, or other 
appurtenances occupied therewith, where the annual value 

40 · thereof shall not exceed the sum of Ten Pounds, the Hate shall 
not exceed the sum ·of Fifteen 'Shillings : , 

Where the annual value shall exceed the·sum of Ten' Pounds 
but shall· not exceed the sum of Forty Pounds; ,the Rate 
shall not exceed the sum of One Shilling and Sixpence for 

45 each and every Pound of such value : 
Where the annual value shall exceed the sum of Forty Pounds, 

the Rate shall not exceed the sum of One Shilling for each · ~ 
and every Pound' of such value aboye · the sum of Forty 
Pounds in addition to the 'liate bcfore·mentioned : 

50 'In 'respect of all shops;·warehouses, counting-houses,-coach~houses, 
stables;· workshops; mills, manufactories, or other buildings not 
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used as dwellings, and of the several lands thereunto attached 
or belonging·, where the annual value thereof s~all not exceed 
the sum of Twelve Pounds, the Rate shall not exceed the sum 
of Six Shillings : 

Where the annual value shall exceed the sum of Twelve 5 
Pounds but shall not exceed the sum of Thirty Pounds, 
the Rate shall not exceed the sum of Sixpence of each and : 
every Pound of such value : · 

Where the annual value shall exceed the sum of Thirty 
Pounds but shall not exceed the sum of One hundred 10 
Pounds, the Rate shall not exceed the sum of Threepence 
for each and every Pound of such value in addition to the 
Rate before mentioned : 

Where the annual value sliall exceed the sum of One hundred 
Pounds, the Rate shall not exceed the sum of Twopence for 15 
each and every Pound of such value in addition to the 
Rate before mentioned. 

58 Upon the making of any Rate under this Act, a notice signed 
by the Mayor and not less than Five Aldermen, specifying the amount 
of the Rate, the period for which the same is made, and at what 20 
times the same is payable, shall be published in the Gazelle; and 
upon any such notice being so published, the Rate therein mentioned 
shall, be payable and paid at the times specified in such notice by 
the· then respective occupiers of such descriptions of property as is 
mentioned in Sections Fifty-three and Fifty-five, according to the annual 25 
valu·e of such property as .ascertained and determined by the Assess
ment Roll then in force for the City, :ind in the c~se of property 
without the City according to the annual value of such property as ascer
tained and determined by the Valuation Roll in force for the time being 
comprising such property; and it shall not be necessary in any such 30 
notice to set forth the names of the persons liable to the payment of 
the Rate, or. the sums which according to such Rate s1:1,ch persons ai·e 
liable to pay; or any other particulars than hereinbefore in that behalf 
mentioned. 

59 The Council shall, from time to time, so regulate all the Rates 35 
and Charges to -be levied and made for the supply of water under the 
provisions of this Act that the amount of such Hates and Charges shall 
be sufficient to pay the interest upon any moneys borrowed by the 
Corporation for the. purposes of constructing waterworks, together with 
the costs of managing and conducting the waterworks, anq to provide 40 
annually any further sum which the Council may at any time be · 
required by law to set apart for a Sinking Fund for the redemption of 
the mortgages representing· any moneys borrowed for the purposes 
aforesaid. (And if in any year the amount received is more than . 
suffi<.:ient for all the purposes aforesaid, the Council is hereby required; 45 
wherever practicable, to make a proportionate reduction in the rates 

. and charges payable by the consumers of water to be in the next year 
made in respect of water supplied under and by virtue of the said Act 
or this Act.) 

60 No Rate shall be made or levied under this Act in respect of any 50 
buildings or premises the property of or occupied on behalf of Her 
Majesty and used for a public purpose, or of . any building or 
premises used solely for any public purpose, or of any ship belonging . 

: to or in the st>rvice of Her Nlajesty, or of. any hospital, Lenevolent · 
asylum, or other building · used solely for charitable purposes ; but 55 
eYery such building, premises, ship, hospital, or benevolent asylum as 
aforesaid shall be entitled to obtain such reasonable supply of water 
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as may be required for_ the use of such building, premises, ship, 
ho~pital, or benevolent asylum as aforesaid·: Provided that the cisterns~ 

. water-closets, pipes, and other apparatus in or connected or corn.;. 
. rnunicating therewith are such as shall Le prescribed by the Council-; 

5 and the Corporation shall not be 1::ound to supply water to any such 
. buildings or premises until the requirements of the Director of ·water
.' .works or of the Council have been c:lmplied with. 

61 When several buildings are supplied by one common pipe, the 
several owners or occupiers, of such buildings shall be liable to the pay

~ O ment of the same rates for the supply of water as they would have 
') .. been liable to if each of such several buildings had been supplied with 

water from the waterworks by a separate pipe. 

62 If any person liable as herein provided to pay any Water Rate 
neglects to pay such Water Rate wi-::hin due time after the same has 

) 5 been lawfully demanded, the Council may stop the water from flowing 
· into the premises in respect of whico such Rate is payable, by cutting 

.off the pipe to such premises, or by 3uch means as the Council thinks 
fit, and may recover the Rate due fr:im such person, with the expenses 
of cutting oft the water, in the same manner as ariy Municipal Rate is 

20 recoverable .. · 

63 'fhe like proceedings may be had and taken for recovering and 
enforcing the payment of any charges payable by any person to the 
Corporation _for water supplied by the Corporation under any of the 
prov_isions of this Act as may be had and taken for recovering. and 

25enforcing payment of any Rate made and levied under the authority 
of this Act. 

A.D. 1893. 

Where several · · 
premises supplied 
by one ipe each 
to pay. 

Rate11 how to be 
recoverec.. 

Charges for water 
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'' .i 

64 No person shall be liable to be imprisoned· for non-payment 
· any VVater Rate or charge for water supplied. under the provisions 
· this Act. 

of Persons not to be 
of imprisoned for 
· non-payment of 
. Water Rates or 

charges. 
:30 65 Subject to the provisions of f-1is Act, so much of The Hobart Appliesprovisions 

Town Lo1-poration A et as relates tu Rates shall be applica:Jle to aU of 2.~ V. No. 14;. 
Rates to be made and levied under _this. Act. · relatmg to R_ates. 

Suburban W 11,ter Rates. 

66 The Council is hereby empow3red once iri every year to make Suburban Water 
•· . and levy and recover, in accordanc'3 with the provjsions of Section Rates. 
· -35 I<'ifty-seven, separate Suburban Water Rates · upon and from the 

occupiPrs of all houses, buildings, and other premises in such places and 
· districts beyond the City of Hobart, to and in which the Cou11cil have 
caused pipes to be laid down and water to be broug·ht, as hereinbefore 
provided ; and each such separate 3uburban Water Rate shall be 

40 called '' The Suburban Water Rate " for the place or District to 
which it relates, as~igning to such place or district a distinctive 
name. Provi_ded that no occupier of any such house, building, or other 
premi~es shall be liabhi to the payment of any Suburban:. Water Rate 
unless such house, building, or other pre'mises is _actually supplied with 

45 water for domestic or other purposes, or unless the main or other pipes 
of the Council are laid down and pro?erly supplied with water within 
Fifty yards from the outer boundary of the land upon which such 
house, building, or other premises is situated. . . · ' ' 

Every suburbau ,vater Rate made by the Council under this. Act 
bO shall for all purposes be deemed to be a Water Rate made by the 
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Council under this Act, and ·may be maue, levied, and recovered 
in the ·same manner as such vVater Rate may be made, levied, and. 
recovered. 

[67 The Council may, for the purposes of making, levying, and 
recovering such Suburban Water Rates as aforesaid, assess the annual 5 
value of all lands and lrnildings in such places and di~tricts beyond 
the City as to the Council seen:is meet; and all the provisions con-
tained in any law enabling the Council to assess the annual value of 
lands and buildings within the City shall extend and apply to the 

~ assessment of the value of lands and buildings beyond the City for 10 
the purposes aforesaid, but not further or otherwise: Provided, that 
any person affected by any_ such assessment may appeal therefrom in 
the same manner in, all respects as any person may appeal from any 
assessment of any property within the City.] 

Supply of water 
outside of the 
Citv at such 
cha~ges as may 
be agreed upon. 

Water Account 
to be kept. 

68 Notwithstanding anything hereinbefore contained, the Corpo- 15 
ration may supply water to the owners or occupiers of any lands, 
houses, or other buil,dings in any place outside of the City of Hobart 
at s11ch charges as shall be from time to time agreed upon by and 
between the Council and the persons desiring to be so supplied with 
water. 20 

Hobart Water Account. 

69 The,. Treasurer of the Corporation shall keep a separate and 
distinct account, to be called the Hobart ·water Account, of all 
moneys received and paid under _the powers and provisioris of this 
Act; and all rates and moneys received cy the Comicil or the Trea
surer unde1; the provisions of this' Act shall be carried to the credit of 25 
the said account, and shall be appropriated and applied to the purposes 
of this Act, including any purchase money of land and compensation 
payable under this Act. 

[Appropriation of· [70 If after providing for the payment of all interest payable upon 
Water Rate and any money borrowed by the Corporation under the authority of this Act 30· 
charges.] or of any Act hereby repealed, and defraying the costs of managing and 

conducting such waterworks, and also providing annually any further 
sum which the Council may at any time be required by law to set 
apart out of the proceeds of all vVate1· Rates and Charges to be levied . 

OX> and made under this Act for a Sinking Fund, there shall be any surplus 35 
moneys standing to the credit of" The Hobm;t Water Account" herein
before mentioned, the Council may· from time to time, as it sees fit, 

· appropriate all or any of such surplus moneys in and towards the 
general purposes of the said City.] 

Offences. 

Penalty for 71 After any of the streams constituting the sources of supply for 40· 
illegally diverting the purposes of this Act have been taken, diverted, or impounded by the 
the sources of Corporation for such })lll'})0ses every person who ille0 ·ally diverts 01· takes 
supply. ' . . o 
· · any such stream so taken, diverted, or 1mpounded, or the water 

supplying or flowing into any stream so taken, diverted; or impounded, 
or any part thereof, or who does any unlawful act whereby the 45-
said streams may be drnwn off or diminished ,in quantity, and who 
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does not immediately repair the injury done by him on being required 
so to do by the Council, so· as to restore the said waters to· the state in 
which they were before such act, shall· incur a penahy not exceedi11g 
Five Pounds for every day during which the said supply of water is 

.5 diverted or diminished by reason of rny such act ; and the payment of 
any such penalty so incurred shall not bar or affect the right of the 
Corporation to bring an action at la,v against such person for the damage 
so committed. · 

72 Every person who wilfully ohctructs, hinders, or interrupts the 
10 Council, or any person acting under the authority of the Council, in 
. doing or performing any work by this Act authorised to be done· or 

performed by the Corporation or the Council, or in the exercis~ of any 
power or authority by this Act confEJ:recl on the Corporation 01: the 
Council, shall for every such offence incur a penalty of not less than 

15 Ten Pounds-nor more than Fifty PolIIlds. 

A.O. 1~93~ 

Penalty for 
obstructin2; 
constructi,;n of 
works. 

73 Every person who commits any of the next following offences Injuring•v-orks. 
shall, for every such offence, inct1r a penalty not exceeding Fifty 
Pounds:-

1. Every person who pulls up or removes any pole or stake driven 
-20 into the ground for the purpose of setting out the line of any 

waterworks of the Corporation, or defaces or destroys any 
work made fqr the same purpose : 

n. Every person who damages or destroys any of the waterworks 
of the Corporation _or any part thereof. 

·25 74 Every person who commits ar2y of the offences next following 
shall, for every such offence, incur a penalty not exceeding, Ten 
Pounds:- · · 

r. Every person who bathes in any of the str_eams constituting 
the sources of supply for tlB purposes of this Act, or in any 

.30 _ reservoir, aqueduct, or othe: waterwork of the Corporation, 
or washes, throws·, or causes to enter therein any dog or 
other animal alive or dL'ad : 

u. Every person who throws any rubbish, dirt, filth, or other 
noisome thing into any suc~1 stream, reservoir, aqueduct, or 

35 other waterwork as aforesajd, or washes or cleanses therein 
any cloth, wool, leather, or skin of any animal, or any 
clothes or other thing : · 

m. Every person who causes or permits the water of any sink, 
sewer, or drain, steam engine boiler, or other filthy water 

40 belonging to him or under his control, to run or be brought 
into any such stream or res:!rvoir, aqueduct, or other water
work, or. who does or perrLits any other act whereby the 
water of the waterworks for supplying the same is fouled : 

And eYery such pernon shall incur a further penalty of Two Pounds for 
.45 each day during which such last-mentioned offence is continued, after 

the expiration of Twenty-four hours from the time when notice of the 
offence has been served on such person by the Council. 

'15 Every person who wilfully and maliciously damages or destroys 
any of the waterworks of the Corporation, or any part of such water

,50 works, or who wilfully and malieion:,ly does any act calculated to render 
the water in such waterworks or suppl_:"ing the same unwholesome or 

· off'ensive, ,shall be guilty of a rnisderneanor, and shall be liable to fine 

Fouling water. 

· l\faliciouslv 
damaging ~1:ter
works or fouling 
sourc.es of su.pp'y, 
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and imprisonment at. the discretion of the Court as in ,other cases of 
inisdemeanor, or to be imprisonecl and kept to hard laboi1r for any time 
not exceeding Three years, 

76 Every owner or occupier of :my pi·emises supplied with water 
under this Act who supplies to any other person, or wilfully permits & 
him to take, any of such water from any cistern or pipe in or on such 
premises, unless for the purpose of extinguishing any fire, or unless he is 
a person supplied with water by the Corporation from .the waterworks, 
and the pipes belonging- to him are, without his default, out of repair, . 
shall, for every such offence, incur a penalt.v not exceeding Twenty 10 
Pounds. · · 

77 Every person who, without due authority, takes any water 
from any reservoir, watercourse, or conduit belonging to the Corpora
tion, or any pipe. leading to any such reservoir, watercourse, or 
conduit, or from any cistem or other like place containing water 15 
belonging to the Corporation, other than such as may have been pro
vided for the gratuitous use of the public, shall, for every such offence, 
incur a penalty not exceeding Twenty Pounds. 

78 Any person who makes any pipe to communicate with any 
waterwork or pipe of the corporation, without the authority of the 20 
Council in that behalf, shall incur a penalty not exceeding Twenty Pounds. 

79 Every person supplied with water by the Corporation.who suffers 
any pipe or other apparatus by means of which his premises are 
supplied with water to be out of repair, so that the water supplied 
to him by the Council is wasted, shall, for every such offence, incur a 25 
penalty not exceeding Five Pounds. 

· 80 Every person who wilfully or carelessly breaks, injures, or opens 
any lock, cock, valve, pipe, work, or engine belonging lo the 
Corporation, or flushes or draws ofl the water from the reservoirs or 
others waterworks of the Corpoi·ation, or does any other wilfu,l act 30 
whereby such water is wasted, shall, for every such offence, incur a 
penalty not exceeding Twenty Pounds. 

81 Whenever the water supplied b_v the Corporation is fouled by 
the gas of any persons making or supplying gas, such persons shall, for 
every such offence, incur a penalty not exceeding Twenty Pounds, and 35' 
a further penalty not exceeding Ten Pounds for each day dming which 
the offence continues after the expiration of Twenty-four hours from the 
service of n·otice of such offence. 

Accessories to Offences. 
82 Where tf1e doing of ~my act nr thing is made punishable by this 

Act, or by any By-law in force under the authority of this Act, with 40 
any penalty, fine, or forfeiture, the causing, J:lrocuring, permitting, or 
suffering such act or thing to be done shall be punishable in like 
manner. 

Appropriation of Penalt,ies. 
83 All penalties for offences against this Act shall be ·applied to the 

use of the Corporation, or, at the discretion of the convicting Justice or 45 
Justices, any portion not exceeding a moiety thereof, shall be applied to 
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the use of the informer or person prcsecuting, and the remainder to the A.O. 189:3 •. 
use of the Corporation ; and all penalties or portions of penalties to be 
applied to the use of the Corporation shall be paid to the Treasurer of 
the Corporation, and shall be carried to the credit of the Hobart Water 

5 Account. · · 

Office1·s. 

84 The Council may, from time to time, appoint and employ a Appointment or· 
Direct9r of "\Vaterworks and such otl:.er officers and other persons as the officers. 
Council thinks necessary and proper for the execution of the powers 
vested in the Council by this Act; and, subject to the provisions of 

10 this Act, the provisions of The Hoba;rt Town Corporation Act relating 
to officers and their accounta~ility shall be applicable to all officers and 
other persons appointed or employ=d under this Act, and shall be 
incorporated with this Act. 

85 Wherever by this Act authority is conferred on the Corporation Powers conferred· 
15 to enter upon any land for the purposes of this Act, or to do any act in on Corp<Xation to 

or relating to the construction or m3.intenance of any work, the same extend to o~cer1;1 
I · I 11 11 d 11 . b h · d. . f dulv authorised. ant 1onty s m eqna y exten to a persons actmg y t e irect10n o · 

the Council, and to all necessary agents, assistants, servants, workmen, 
means and appliances whatsoever. · 

20 86 Any notice required to be gi,en to any person by the Council Noticestobegive11. 
by virtue of the provisions of The Lands Clauses Act; or of this Act, by Council how 
shall be sufficient if signed by the Mayor or by the Town Clerk. · to be signed: 

87 Any notice required to b.e given to any person by the Council by 
virtue of the provisions of this Act iray either be served personally on 

25 the person to be served, or be left ::tt his last USltal place of abode if 
any such can after diligent inquiry te found. 

Disqualification from Interest. 

88 No person shall be disqualified. from acting as a Judge, Justice 
of the Peace, Juror, or otherwi::e in any proceeding under this Act, or 
any Act incorporated therewith, by reason only of his being a citizen 

30 of the City of Hobart, or an inhabifant within the limits of this Act, 
or by reason -of his being liable to any rate or charge for wate1· supplied 
under this Act, or of his premises being supplied, or being so situated 
as to be capable of being supplied, with water under this Act. 

By-lcws. 

Service o: 
Notices. 

Interest. i, 
execution of Act· 
not to be a 
disqualifieation. 

89 The Council shall have powe1, from time to time to make, alter, By-laws~ 
.35 modify, amend, or repeal By-laws- -

For regulating the charges, terms, and conditions upon which 
water shall be supplied within the limits of this Act: 

For reg·ulating the charge, not exceeding the maximum charge 
in that behalf provided, for water supplied to the shi ping 

40 in the Port of Hobart: 

45 

For fixing the charges for water supplied by measure, and a 
minimum quantity of -.vater to be charged for in cases 
where water is so suppli=d, and the rent to be paid for the 
use of meters used for measuring such supply : 

[BiJI ?..l 
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For regulating the description of pipes and other apparatus by 
means of which water may be laid on, distributed, or 
supplied from the vVaterworks of the Corporation in or on 
premises within the limits of the said Act, and for prohibit-

. ing· the use of any other description of pipes or apparatus; 5 

For preventing injury to the Waterworks: 
For re0 ·ulatino· all or any matters and thing·s whatsoever con-o b · 

nected with the water to be supplied within the limits of 
this Act by means of the \Vaterworks : 

And otherwise for the better effectuating any of the purposes of I O 
this Act, in any matter not otherwise sufficiently provided 
fol'': 

And to provide that any such By-law may be enforced. by cutting off 
the pipe or turning off the water, or by such pecuniary penalty, not 
exceeding in any case the sum of Twenty Pounds, as the Council think 15 
proper. 

Repeal. 

90 On and after the day on which this Act commences and takes 
effect, the Acts and part of Acts of Council and of the Parliament of 
Tasmania set forth in the Schedule (1.), to the extent to which such 
Acts and parts of Acts are therein expressed to be repealed, shall be 20 
hereby repealed : 

Provided that such repeal shall not effect-
(1.) _--\.nything duly done before this Act commences and takes 

effect: 
(2.) Any liability accruing before this Act commences and takes :25 

effect: 
(3.) Any penalty, forfeiture, or other punishment incurred or to be 

incurred in respect of any offence committed before this Act 
commences and takes effect : 

( 4.) The institution of any legal proceeding, or any other remedy 30 
for enforcing, or recovel'ing any such liability, penalty, for
feiture, or punishment as aforesaid: 

(5.) Any Appointment or By-law duly made under any Enact
ment he1·eby repealed, and subsisting at the time when this 
Act commences and takes eflect ; and the same shall be 35 
deemed to have been made under this Act, and shall be 
subject to such provisions of this Act as are applicable 
thereto respectively. 

8 W. 4., No. 6. 

91 The provisions of the Act of Council of the 8th W,i,Uiam the 4th, 
No. 6, shall not apply to the waterworks and other works of the Cor- 40 
poration under this Act. 

The Hobart Rivulet Imp1'0vement Act. 

18 V. No. 16, 92 Nothing in this Act contained shall be construed so as in any 
.Rot to be affected. manner to repeal or affect the operation of The Hobart Rivulet 

Improvement Act, or shall in any manner apply to· so much of the 
Hobart Rivulet as is embraced by the provisions of that Act. 45 
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Commencement ~f' Act. A.D 1893. 

93 This Act shall commence and take effect on the First day of Commencen:.ent 
. January, 1894. of Act. 

Title of .A et. • 
94 In referring to this Act it shall -Je sufficient to use the expression Short title. 

·." The Hobart Water Act, 1893." 

Date and Number 
,if Act. 

SCHEDULE. 

ACTS TO BE REPEALED. 

Title of A et. 

·· 24 Viet. No. 9 .. "The Hobart Town Water Act, 1860." 

27 Viet. No. 19 .. "The Hobart Town Water Act, 1863." 

.. 31 Viet. No. 40 .. "The Hobart Town Water Act, 1867." 

36 Viet. No. 13 .. '' The Hobart Town ·water Act, 1872." 

--41 Viet. No. 20 .. "The Hobart Town Water Act, 1877." 

.:55 Viet. No. 65 .. "The Hobart Water Act, 1391." · 

Wil.LJA.:U: GRAl;U.MR, Jt1N., 
·-00Vll:R"1MEXT PRIN?ER, 'l'ASMANU, 

E:J:tent of 
Repeal. 

The whole Act. 

The whole Act . 

The whole Act. 

The whole Act. 

The whole Act . 

The whole Act .. 

Sect. 90. 


