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Presented by Dr. Crooke, and ordered by the House to be printed, 
11 February, 1857. 
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To the Honourable the Members of the House of Assembly, i~ Parliament 
assembled. · · · 

The Petition of the undersigned Residents of the Districts of Franklin and King borough. 

RESPECTFULLY SiIOWETH: 

THAT, in proportion to the population and their available resources, no people within, 
the realms of the British Empire are so heavily' taxe~ for the purposes of Government 
as those of Tasmania. 

That the ordinary .Annual Expenditure of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, including·twenty-eight millions (£28,000,000) sterling of interest upon the 
National Debt, and the entire amount for all general and local assessments, appears from 
the most authentic sources to be sixty-nine millions (£69,000,000) sterling; which, raised 
among a people numbering twenty-eight millions (28,000,000), possessed .of unrivalled 
agricultural, commercial; manufacturing, and mining resoqrces, does not amount· to two 
pounds ten shillings (£2 10s.) per head, whereas the seventy thousand (70,0W) Inhabi­
tants of this Colony,,with scarcely any other resources but such as are supplied by a very 
limited portion of the,soil, are rated, for the purposes of Government, at five pounds (£5) 
per head. 

That, considering the extent to which the vast agricultural resources. of• the neigh~ 
bouring Colonies .have· been recently developed,-the influence that development, rapidly 
increasing as it is, is certain to exercise upon the agricultural interests ofTasmania,-your 
Petitioners cannot view·without alarm the attempt to increase, by taxing the necessaries 
of life, the expenses of cultivating a soil like theirs, which Nature has beset •with many 
obstacles from which the rich arable prairies of Adelaide and Victoria are free. 

That the· proposed scheme of Taxation, if adopted, would increase the universally 
prevailing disposition of the industrious Labourers and Settlers to emigrate to the adjoining 
Colonies, where a much smaller proportion of their earnings would be exacted for the 
support of the State,-where the rewards. of industry would be more certain, and where 
a far less expenditure of time, labour, and capital are required for the cultivation of the 
soil. 

That to a retrenchment of the extravagant expenditure of the Government your 
Petitioners look for relief from the oppress~ve burthen of Taxation, against which the 
energies and industry of the Colonists are unable to contend ; and, while fully alive to the 
necessity of upholding the credit of the Country, they believe that, considering the present 
depressed condition of every leading interest, the rapidly increasing distress of the Ag:ri- ' 
cultural .and other Settlers, as well as the ·growing anxiety of the industrious classes to 
emigrate, that the only means of upholding public credit is to reduce · the Expenditure 
within the Revenue, and to av0ld imposing new Taxes to meet the -demands of an ex­
penditure entirely 'disproportioned to the number and resources of the people. 

That a Tax upon the importation of Cattle and Sheep is peculiarly objectionable to 
your Petitioners, a great portion of whom .are dependent on the neighbouring Colonies 
for a market for their timber ; for they cannot ·avoid foreseeing that retaliatoi;y measures, 
affecting the staple export of the District, will be taken by the Parliaments and Govern­
ments of those Colonies interested in the export of Cattle and Sheep to Tasmania. 

That, impressed with a belief that the system of Taxation as proposed by the · Minis­
try is not only opposed to all the recognized principles of taxation, but calculated to 
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aggravate the public distress, and finally to destroy public Credit, your Petitioners 
therefore pray your Honourable House to_ withhold its sanction from any scheme proposed 
with a view of increasing the existing Taxes, mi.til it is first ascertained whether or not it 
is possible, without detriment to the " Public Service," to reduce the expenditure within 
the revenue. · 

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c. 

Richard Chick George Thomas 
William Moiitgomerie William Cowmeadow 
Frederick Grattidge Thomas Pettet 
J. D. Balfe James Pettet 
Ernest Scott William Tanner 
J, Clark William Allen 
Job Stanton Patrick Kenney 
James Chitty Edward Stringer 
George White Richard HmTis, x his mark 
Thomas Spooner John Bolton 
Thomas Inches · Andrew Lumsden 
Frederick HmTison John Hay, senior 
0. Goor James Bradley 
William Barnett William Poole 

_ Christopher O'Rielley John Hay, junior 
J. F. Good _ _ John Jolly 
George Lloyd John Jolly,junior 
Mr. L. Dawson, Surgeon James Skater 
Francis Baker George Gray 
A. G. Pogue James Kennedy 
Charles Dwyer Edward Kennedy 
Michael Scanlan Abraham Kennedy 
Robert Crooke, B.A. William Faulkner 
C. H. Cook Alfred Faulkner 
Thomas Strong John Faulkner,junior 
John Berry John Hudson 
James Griggs _ _ James Faulkner 
John Brown · John Backway 
Henry Chesterman, Fra¥linHenry Faulkner 
Joseph Page, ditto Philip Markham 
Charles Brown, ditto . Samuel Ross 
Matthew Oldham, his x mark,J olm Ekin 

ditto John Carr 
Alexander Moncreif, ditto F. H. Grattidge 
William Fielding, his x Robert Brown 

mark, ditto Joshua Johnson 
John Thompson, ditto.· Thomas Hulwett 
Georg·e Broadbent, ditto Robert °"r atson 
Martin Cupit, ditto Philip Ballantyne 
Henry Fowler, ditto Robert Ballantyne 
William Houghton, his x Jol,m Thompson 

mark, ditto Joseph Jackson 
James Bradley, ditto. Thomas Seton 
John Rathlone John M'Kenzie 
George Gray. Patrick Walc4 
James Littlejohn James Freemen 
Daniel Messenger Edward Dowling 
Daniel Farrell John Staunton 
John Billingsbey John Thorpe, junior 
Andreas Schmits Henry Johnson 
Henry Raffie, his x mark James Hm·tley 
Robert Bell, his x mm·k Harry Cox 
James Thorpe William Sheen 
James Chick John Laythorp 
Coape Smith Robert Maxwell 
William C. Knight John Austin 
Saniuel Holmes, his x markJames Brazendele 
H. Busch Benjamin Dent 
Samuel Saunder T. Ross 
T. Helmer Henry Creasey 
David Padler "Wilson Robinson 

Thomas Philp 
George Eddes 
Joseph Yurner 
John M'Donel 
William Granger 
Henry Browne 
William $mith 
John Thorne 
Thomas Cheesman 
John Henebery 
Elijah Brown 
N. D'Orsay 
John Fisher. 
John Sanders 
James Sanders 
'lhomas.-Willcox 
Charles Dwyer 
Thomas Wall 
William Tunnicliff 
Robert Woollens 
John Ward 
John Connolly 
William Rain 
John Ricketts 
John Sage 
Charles Slaughter 
John Price 
H. Edwards 
G. Burse 
Richard Parks 
William Bilyard 
John Fegan 
Thomas Madden 
John Vincent 
William Samson 
James Bedford 
Thomas Pearce 
John Perry 
Peter Larkin 
James Conner 
Peter Fereney 
Patrick Kilmart:n 
John Cleaves 
Richard Smith . 
William Huges 
George White 
David Roberts 
John Mackay 
James Williams 
John Whitehouse 
James Sparks 
Joseph Whilks 
Isaac Geeves 
William Gay 
William Geeves 
Stephen Geeves 
William Geeves 
James Risby 
Frederick Sharp 
Henry Sharp 
William Hammond 
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Joseph Turner ' -Eugene Sullivan Robert Wells 
John Geeves -Samuel Elliott Frederick Sharp 
William Geeves William Pickford · William Guy 
Thomas Geeves -John Ekin · Isaac Geeves 
John Geeves William White .John Wm. W eamell 
Robert Brickliff John Connelly David Boyce · 
Robert Wells William Keain Thomas Beale 
James Howe Corn.lies Hagon · A. J. Robertson 
Henry Ford John Pearce· James Bell 
William Beale Richard Brittear James Widdeson, his x mark 
James Ford .John Loyd John Marsh, his x mark 
George Neale John Albury Edward Doolan, his x· mark 
Thomas Lincol -Samuel Ball William Scott, his x mark 
William Studley William Wright Thoinas Taylor 
John William W ea well F. Cade Dennis Reilly 
Charles Bleeze P. W. Gueniss John C. Day 
.Joseph Frances -John Langdon 'Timothy Dwyer 
Joseph Thorp Charles Rue . Thomas Mapes 
Robert Thorp William Hanley George Gibbs 
Charles Watson - William Dixon John Grant 
Thomas Wallington · Benjamin Wildey Michael M'N amara 
Thomas Wallington,junior · George Gergison .John Fox 
Andrew Rielly T. Pemberten. Meehil Dassett 
Thomas Rielly Mr. Milton -Pierce Grace 
C. Hedditch - T. Robinson Daniel Luce 
Francis M•Cain F. Cross Patrick Tanning 
Thomas Doran·· Edward O'Brien John Dillon 
Edmund Woodward John Sullivan Timothy Dillon 
Thomas Cook -Daniel O'Brien Edward Dillon 
William Elliott Daniel O'Rouake Matthew Furkins 
John E. Elliott Frederick Glover Michael Mackey 
E. Hedditch William Waller Maurice Russell, his x mark 
John Wall Thomas Rowlin John Hamptish · 
Joseph Bakers - : David Wright, his x mark John Collins, his x mark 
F. R. Fitch Owen Winegrove,hisx markWilliam Jenkins _ 
John Willett _ Thomas Harding, his x ·markEdward Dwire, his x mark 
William Thomas Randall George Strong John Green . 
Joseph Holland, his x markFrederick Hagan, his x markJ ohn Woolley 
Angus McKeechin John O'Neil Jacob Woolley 
James Bruce 'Thomas Quirk, his x mark John Woolley, junior, his x 
William Prince Robert Lockly mark 
Thomas Beacher Edward Jackson, his x mark Michael Gallagher, his x 
Isaac Brown 'Thomas Emmet, his x mark mark 
John Stanton Henry Wood, Kermandee John Beeny, his x mark 
William Thorpe River _ James Kingshella 
James Freeman William Geeves,senior John Crowley 
John Morrissey _ ·Geerge Bennett Nathaniel Bourge 
William Austin 'Thomas Lowe William Sampson _ 
William Pool Patrick Halloran -Richard Williams, his x mark 
.John Spiller William Reagan -John Pele 
William Fletcher Patrick Maddigan .James Ryan, his x mark 
John Clark. William Pattison James Cunningham, his X,,; 
Jn. Street ,James Harwood mark 
Wm. Wilkinson William Holmes James Hanley 
J as. Fletcher _Richard Thompson. Thomas Smith 
Geo. Fellows William Park David Decker 
Jas. Donnelley Gaorge Bennett, junior. Robert Ratcliffe 
John Cusack Stephen Geeves James Hamlyn 
James Donley James Riley William Glover-
James Fletcher James Camble Daniel Gabbett-. 
Jas. Trencher John Jeev_es .James Sayers . 
.Jas. Derbyshire William Jeeves _ William Dickson 
John Collins 'Thomas Jeeves Benjamin Wilde 
Robert Elliott William Geeves William Henry Williams 
William Cook .John Geeves John Waller Kellaway 
George Middleton William Studley John W. W atertaby 
John Wheatley Henry Ford J. Needham 
Thos. Hill -James Ford W. Wilcox 
Henry Hortin William H!!immond George Kellaway 
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Richard Bailbon 
R. Hill 
H. Robison 
T. Barrup 
James Shannon 
Thomas Crawford 
John M'Ca:ffrey · 
Edward Prince 
J. Griffiths 
Hugh M'Donagh 
Geo. Henry Wolff 
Patrick Hill · 
William Hill 
Richard Hill 
Phillip Brady 
Thomas Edge 
B. Hill 
John Riseley 
Andrew Thompson 
John Grant 
John Dwyer 
Michael Higgins 
Jones Fitzpatrick 
John Fitzpatrick 
John Poole 
Joseph Siddell 
Francis Brady 
Thos. Nevill 
Thomas Lowe 
Henry Knight 
Tomes Cooke 
George Cooke 
Thomas W otworth 
James Bragendele 
Henry Barber 
John Young 
Samuel Barrett 

6 
Thomas Ward . 
Thomas Cobs 
Thomas Barker 
Charles Conway 

, George Aird · 
William M'Carthy 
James Hill 
William Cane 
William Hewitt 
William Coleman 
Thomas Norris 
John Fagan 
Hugh M'Neil 

. Isaac Boon '. . 
William Finney 
Robert Watson 

'John Fleetmore 
'Charles Manning 
John Williams· 

. Daniel Hassall 
Enoch Griggs 
Patrick Calligan 

·. John O'Neil . 
Jacob Kennedy 
Thomas Fletcher 
William Forrester 
John Griegs 
John Wolley 
James Smith 
William Bradbury 
Isaac Johnson 
Thomas Jarvis 
Abraham Lees 
. James Jefferson 
John Jacobs . 
William .Stevenson 
James Freeman 
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John Carden 
Patrick O'Conner 
John Heath 
Frederick Lemp 
Peter Heath 

.John Brown 
William Shaw 

• Eli Roberts 
.Ben Scott 
Joseph Skinner 
John Skinner 
William Skinner · 

.. George Wise 
Joseph Wise 

. George Nation 
.. William Wise 
. William Summers 
• J. H. A. ·Frankcombe 
Samuel Page 
William Wal ton, senior 

· William Walton, junior 
Wm. Newbon, his x mark 

· George Bennett 
A. R. Bowcher 
Robert Kenney, his x mark 
Thomas Walton 
John Walton 
George Langbridge 
James Harris 
Thomas Dawes 
Joseph Wilson 
F. Boyes 

· William Walker 
George Cue, his x mark 
Charles Jones, his x mark 
M. Smith 
James Clarke, his x mark. 
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