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179, Macquarie-sireet, Hobart, 1st August, 1881.
Sir, _ : -
I mavE the honor of submitting to you for perusal two very old but valuable reports of boat -
expeditions round the entire coast of Tasmania, and which are moreover offered with the view of
your sanctioning their publication.

The first of the adventures referred to above was undertaken during the Government of
Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas Davey, which sailed from this port on 12th of December, 1815, -and
returned, after completing the circuit of this island, on the 30th of January next year, or after an
absence of forty-nine days.

1 will here say what I desire to explain of the earliest of these voyages hefore introducing the
other, :

This expedition was commanded by the late Captain James Kelly, of the mercantile marine of
this port, and of whom I may also say, en passant, that he was one of the most active, daring, and
resolute of the old pioneer class of Tasmania,—a class of men who, as colonists, I hold to have had
10 superiors.

Of this expedition (though a private one) some account must have been rendered to the Govern-
ment, though not now accessible to us, for Kelly was not only rewarded with a grant of land, but
with certain exclusive privileges also, in consideration of his very important discoveries whilst out,—
namely, of Port Davey and Macquarie Harbour,—which were unknown until first seen by him during
the last days of 1815.

The first detailed narrative of Kelly’s boating experiences was given to the public by himself in
the latter years of his useful life, when he handed his « Log” to the editor of the Courier, who
published it in a series of articles (the first of which appeared on the 3rd of April, 1854) under the
general heading of “ Some unrecorded passages in the History of Van Diemen’s Land, from a very
Old Stager,” which I have carefully copied from that newspaper.

I will here take occasion to say that the « Log” is not only amusing but instructive also, and 1
think may be profitably reproduced at this moment, when our western coasts are beginning to attract
notice on account of valuable minerals which are believed to exist in the still little known districts
bordering thereupon, and which will most certainly be visited during the coming summer by many
adventurers, to whom the narrative may prove useful by its naming so frequently the various landing-
places visited by Kelly’s little party when sailing along this very imperfectly surveyed coast sixty-six
years ago, and of which I believe it may be truthfully said that they remain almost as rudely
delineated at this moment as they were in 1815; for our best charts of both the west and south-west
shore lines are of little worth.

Kelly’s narrative, besides giving in a very unostentatious manner the details of his important
discoveries, &c., is not without considerable ethnological interest, by treating at some length of the
habits, practices, and daily occupations of the aboriginal man of Tasmania. These people, whom he
met so frequently either in friendship or hostility, he deseribes very differently from the manmner in
‘which they are pictured to us in the apocryphal writings of such men as Colonel Arthur, Melville,
Hull, and a host of others, who knew nothing of them 1n their wild state, nor unti} their demoralisa-
tion had been completed by long captivity and unpardonable neglect. From Kelly’s descriptions it
will be seen that the men of the tribes which he encountered almost daily were rather a fine set of
fellows, and not the miserable semi-abortions of the class of writers named above. Several of the
men whom he saw were much above the average height of our own people, perfect in physique, and
as they proved themselves to be, even to the last hour of their existence as a people, in a high degree
pugnacious.®

¥ When Robinson’s people met the last uncaptured tribe, of eight persons only, this sorely diminished band was even then
-on a war expedition against the whites.
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In confirmation of Kelly’s account, I shall here take leave to digress to shew how the primitive
man of the country appeared to the few who really saw him in his own encampments or in his daily
wanderings in the woods, or directly after his capture and consignation to the islands of Bass’ Straits,
. such as Knopwood, Robinson, Strzelecki, and the only witness who is still living who knew them
in the times that I speak of—Mr. Alexander M¢Kay.

Knopwood, in his recently published journal of 1804, thus writes of the first natives met by
Collins’ people (13.2.°04) seventeen of whom they saw wandering near the Pipe-clay Lagoon : *“ The
men were well made, entirely naked, &c.” Robinson, after a protracted sojourn with the tribes of
the western districts, and with whom he travelled a thousand miles in 1830, says (after enticing
them into captivity): ¢ They are a fine race of people, and not the miserable race that some have
represented (or rather misrepresented) the aboriginal of Van Diemen’s Land to be. They are equal,
if not superior, to many Europeans. The most fallacious reports have been circulated to their pre-
judice. I have not yet, in my long walk round the island and through the interior, met with the
degenerate race that some have represented the aboriginal to be.” Elsewhere he speaks of their
intellectual endowments and capacity for instruction most favorably ; while his .old and still living
associate, Mr. M‘Kay,in a hundred conversations with myself, has ever described them as the reverse
of a degraded race, though, like all uninstructed people, excessively superstitious, and very prone,
when at their camp fires of nights, to talk of Zheir devil, and tell hobgoblin stories to each other,
until they were afraid to move an inch. Robinson says they seldom slept after midnight, but passed
the remaining hours of darkness either in conversation or such vociferous singing that he himself
never got a wink of sleep after they woke up; their favorite songs, he says, being those in which'they
recounted their assaults on, and their fights with the whites. -

' Strzelecki, who visited them in the early days of their captivity on the-islands, and while still
under the guidance of Robinson, or those immediate successors of his who took example from him,
writes thus of our blacks :—¢ Compared with the negro, he is swifter in his movements and in his
gait more graceful. His agility, adroitness,and flexibility when running, climbing, or stalking his
prey are fully displayed ; and when beheld in the posture of striking or throwing his spear, his
attitude leaves nothing to be desired in point of manly grace.”

Of Mr. Kelly himself I may say, for the information of those who were not acquainted with
him, that he was a native of New South Wales, and born in the town of Parramatta on the 24th
December, 1791.  His parents are represented to me as very poor persons, and that he had almost
reached adolescence without any book education; and whatever he got of it afterwards was in the
fashion of many another of the self-made class of men, namely, picked up by himself in such intervals
as he could snatch from the daily toil he went through in youth and early manhood. But with:a
head “full of brains,” as we say in familiar discourse, he quickly mastered reading, writing, and
arithmetic, and those other studies required in the profession he had chosen, namely, the mercantile
marine. A man of his mental capacity and acquisitions was soon raised from the humble office -of
cabiu-boy, firstly to the post of commander, and next to the ownership of several ships, half 2 dozen
farms, and a good estate in Hobart Town itself. :

He was very little more than a child when he first went to sea, and after a voyage or two was
apprenticed to a Captain Siddons, with whom he served several years, sometimes in whaling and
sealing enterprises, and sometimes m the Indian trade. His apprenticeship completed, he settled in
Tasmania, and the first ship he commanded was, I believe, the Sophia, of which the late Mr.- Birch
was the owner. This vessel was sometimes employed in the whale and seal fisheries, or in ordinary
trade with Sydney or barter with New Zealand. It was in the last-named of these places, and about
twenty months after his famous boat expedition round Tasmania, that he was nearly cut off by a
horde of savages when ashore with part of his crew at Port Daniel. In the desperate hand-to-hand
encounter that followed, against vastly superior numbers, he lost three of his people, and with great .
difficulty regained the Sophia, from the deck of which he was doomed to see his men (one of whom
was his brother-in-law) ¢ cut Jimb from limb and carried away by the savages ”—for some cannibal
festival it may be believed. This outrage occurred on the 17th November, 1817, and of which there
is a lengthy account in the Hobart Town Gazette of the 28th of March following.

In reference to this skirmish I should have said that the party had no other arms when surpriséd -
than a billhook that Kelly carried, and with which he covered the retreat of the rest as well as he
could ; and his own escape out of the scuffle seems to confirm the old adage that “ fortune favours
the brave;” for, though foremost in the fight, he reached his boat with no other mishap to himself
than a spear wound in his left hand. :

About eight months after the above told disaster he was in the wars.again. This time he lay
with his vessel—the Sophia—in Sydney harbour; but on the day when he was called on to defend
her, he was temporarily absent on a visit to hisrelatives in Parramatta. But even here some inkling
of the intention of 2 large party of conviets to cut her out and run off with her reached him, and he
hastened back, and was just in time to prevent her seizure. On this occasion, as on many others,
the daring character of the man shone out very conspicuously ; for after a savage encounter against
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a very superior force for the possession of the brig, he beat them to pieces, or, as the Guzette of the
18th July, 1818, has it, “he peppered them well” For this brilliant service he was presented with a
handsome testimonial by the mercantile community of Sydney. ‘ ' '

Soon after the above described action he settled down permanently in Hobart Town, where he
had already ‘a house, built by himself in 1815, and still known as the “ Rock House,” close by the
old Palladio bridge, in Campbell-street.

On the 18th of May, 1819, Kelly received the appointment of harbour master and pilot for the
Derwent, which he held for many years; and it was chiefly during this time that he accumulated the
very considerable property he once possessed, but which, in his declining years, slipped piecemeal
from his hands; and he died, in rather necessitous circumstances, on the 20th April, 1859, when in
his 68th year,—or, as it is improperly inscribed on his monument, the 66th. . :

4 There was something rather remarkable in the death of the brave old sailor, which was quite a
sudden one; for like Crabbe’s “ noble peasant,” Ashford,—
““He fell expiring at his cottage gate;”’

or, more properly, in Argyle-street, when returning homewards after making some arrangements for
the funeral of a very near relative just then dead, when he dropped on the pavement, and, in the
language of Scripture, “spake no more for ever;” and a day or so after was carried to the same
vault, and at the same moment, with the remains of the relative which he was preparing to follow
‘when he dropped. : ' )

I omitted to mention that some time about 1814 he was married to Miss Elizabeth Griffiths, of
Sydney, and that several of the offspring of this union still survive.

Of Captain James Hobbs’ journal I may say it is an instructive one. The original, which
I was permitted to copy many a year since, is deposited in the office of the Colonial Secretary ; for
his boat voyage round the island in 1824 being a Governmental enterprise, the record of it neces-
sarily became an official record. It gives a great deal of information about the bays, landing-places,
&e. of the long line of coast he traversed: but written, as it is, in the demure and formal language
of official composition, it is less amusing than the more lively narrative of Kelly. For myself,. I will
say that I wish he had confined his observations to the coast, or have said less of the soils within
them ; for theugh once a settler on a pretty large scale, he does not seem to have been a good judge
of land. Mr. Hobbs was formerly in the Royal Navy, and came hither with Colonel Collins in
1804. He was once wharfinger of this port. He died rather lately I believe, at St. Kilda,
Victoria, at an advanced age, having been born at Salt Ash, Cornwall, on the 8th April, 1792.

I remain,

Sir,
Your very obedient Servant,

J. E. CALDER.

The Honorable the Colonial Secretary.




6

SOME UNRECORDED PASSAGES IN THE HISTORY OF VAN DIEMEN’S
LAND. ’

FROM A VERY OLD STAGER.

Ar a time when the Australian colonies are commanding general attention throughout the European
world—when the efforts of Tasmanian colonists are directed to the development of the extensive
resources of their adopted country, and more particularly as the search for auriferous metals is being
prosecuted upon her coasts—the series of fragments which we are about to lay at intervals before
our readers in connection with the early history of the colony may prove acceptable.

We trust that this attempt to preserve some record of early colonial progress may prove instructive
and entertaining ; that we shall awaken none but welcome reminisceénces to the old established
settlers, and become the medium of conveying to the “sons of the soil” some knowledge of facts
which should be as familiar as “ household words.”

And in this introductory notice it may not be out of place, without seeking to detract from the
spirit of research displayed by a Sydney contemporary, to refer to a local paragraph, which we
reprinted on Saturday, and which sets down the late Mrs. Teale as the second born white Australian
native, and the first who lived to maturity. We believe there is a mistake in that assertion, for the
two first white children born in New South Wales were boys—the first of whom, Andrew Rope,
lived until he was 25 years of age, and was bound apprentice to Mr. Henry, not Mr. Joseph Cable,
on the 24th January, 1804, Mr. Cable then being in partnership with Mr. James Underwood, as
shipowners, their place of business being situate in (George-street, near the King’s Whart. The
second born was the son of James Ruse, who was the first man who served out his time as a prisoner
- under Governor Phillip, and obtained a grant of land for. good conduct during servitude. Mr. H.
‘Cable was the first man who set his foot on the shore with Governor Phillip’s party, was appointed
by Governor Hunter to the gaolership of Sydney (iaol, and realised a considerable competency
before his decease, in the shipping business.

To revert to our undertaking, and without regard to the order of time, we have thought it best
to begin with a narrative of the :

First Discovery oF Porr Davey AND MacquariE Harsour, By Carr. James Kervny;

and in so doing shall give a lengthened abstract from the Log.

4

Starting of the Exzpedition.—Attacked by the Natives at Recherche.—Friendly reception at the
Southward.— Round the South West Cape.— Discovery of Port Davey.—Loads of Crawfish.—
Christmas Day.

On the 12th December, 1815, James Kelly sailed from Hobart Town in a small sized open
five-oared whale-boat to examine the then unknown west coast of Van Diemen’s Land, accompanied
by the following named four men as the crew :—John Griffiths, a native of the colony®; George
Briggs, ditto; William Jones, European ; Thomas Toombs,¥ ditto.

On the 13th we attempted to haul the boat up on the south side of Recherche Bay, but were
prevented by a large body of natives giving us a tremendous volley of stones and spears. We were
obliged to retreat to the north side of the bay and haul up for the night.

On the morning of the 14th, launched and proceeded round the south coast of Van Diemen’s
Land, with a fresh breeze at the south east. At sunset the same evening hauled up in a small sandy
bay to the northward of the De Witt’s Isles. There we had a friendly reception from a large
number of natives. 'We made them a few presents, consisting of sugar and biscuits. * *
They seemed, however, to bebave as if at a rejoicing on account of seeing their new visitors. They
did not seem hostile, as they brought down their women and children to see us, a token which shows
friendship amongst these savages. At dusk they took their leave of us, and pointed to a small
rising hill about a'mile distant, signifying that they intended to sleep there. We thought it was
only a « decoy ” 10 put us off our guard ; but we kept a good watch during the night in case of an
attack, but we saw no more of them.

# Tn 1815 Tasmania was incorporated with New South Wales, and was part. of that colony.

+ This man had been a noted bushranger, and arrived as a prisomer in the Caleutfa. Toomhs’ Lake, in the County of
Glamorgan, was called after him.
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At daylight of the 15th we launched and proceeded to the westward towards the South West
Cape. About noon we put into a bay about eight or nine miles to the eastward of South West
Cape, which was named New Harbour, but on sounding found it very shoal, and only fit for small
vessels, although looking well to the eye after getting inside. We remained in this place only two
or three hours, and then proceeded on to the westward. At sunset hauled up on a small low island,
about four miles eastward of South West Cape, where we remained for the night. This is a good
boat harbour, being only separated by a boat passage from the mainland, with a goo! stream of fresh
water, and pleaty of wood.

On the morning of the 16th, launched and steered to the westward. At noon, rounded the
South West Cape, distant about a quarter of a wmile, with a fair wind at south east, and steered along
the shore to the north west. In the evening hauled up on a small grassy island for the night, about
seven miles to the north west of the Cape. This island nearly joins the main, separated only by a
small boat passage, and not a good boat harbour. - : -

At daylight of the 17th, launched and steered along the shore to the north west. At noon
entered a large inlet, which was named Port Davey,* in honor of the then Lieutenant-Governor-
of Van Diemen’s Land. In the evening we hauled up on a low sandy point, three miles up the
north side of the harbour, where we remained the night inside a thick scrub. We cleared away
about two rods of rich ground, and sowed a quantity of garden seeds: this was named Garden
Point in consequence. We remained in the harbour three days, the 18th, 19th, and 20th, sounding
and making a sketch of its extent. The eastern arm was named Bathurst Harbour, in honor of
Lord Bathurst, Secretary of State for the Colonies. The inner west point of Port Davey was
named Point Lucy, in honor of Miss Davey, daughter of the Lieutenant-Governor. During our
stay in this place we caught a great quantity of wild fowl, black swans, ducks, and teal, with plenty
of eels and fish. :

On the 2Ist of December we took our departure, with a light breeze at east, from Port Davey,
and steered along the coast to the northward. In the evening we landed on a low grassy island,
about five miles to the southward of Low Rocky Point, and also close to the mainland. IHere we
fell in with two aborigines: they seemed very much alarmed at seeing us. They were above six
feet high, their stomachs very large, legs and arms very thin; and they seemed as if they were
- mnearly starved. We gave them two black swans, of which we had a good stock in the boat. They
seemed delighted with the present. On landing on the island we had intended to have remained
the night ; but, fearing there were more of them on the island, it was thought best to leave it, which
we did, and hauled up for the night in a small creek, half a mile to the southward of Low Rocky
Point. This was named Crawfish Creek in consequence of the immense number of crawfish that
lay at the water’s edge. There were above three tons in one heap. They appeared to have been
gathered the day previous, which must have been done by the natives.

On the morning of the 22nd, launched and steered along the land to the northward ; at sunset
hauled up in a snug cove near High Rocky Point. On the 23rd and 24th a heavy swell rolling i
from the westward, which prevented us from proceeding. :

25th December, Christmas Day. Strong gales from the westward, and a heavy sea heaving
into the cove. This day we had a “glorious feed” for dinner-—two black swans; one roasted
(stuck up), the other was made intv a sea-pie—a three-decker, in a large iron pot,—a first-rate
Christmas dinner on the west coast of Van Diemen’s Land. After dinner we named the cove
“ Christmas Cove,” by throwing a glass of brandy into the salt water, and giving three hearty cheers
upon the occasion. ' -

Continuation of the Log.—Discovery of Macquarie Harbour—Bad weather.—Another interview
with the Natives—Round Cape Grim.— Threatening rencontre.

On the 26th December the gale abated. On the 27th, in the morning, we launched with a
light breeze from the southward, and proceeded along the shore to the northward. In the forenoon
the wind freshened and blew strong at S.8.E. We ran close along shore until the evening, when
we hauled up on a small sandy beach inside some high rocks that lie a little distance from the
shore, and about six miles to the southward of a fine harbour (afterwards discovered, and called
Macquarie Harbour). At noon this day we passed Point Hibbs close to,and examined it. On the
morning of the 28th Jaunched. Weather calm. Pulled along shore to the northward. At noon
rounded a projecting point which opened to an inlet to the south east. We found a strong current
running cut, which induced the belief that there must be a large river in the south-east direetion.

The whole face of the coast was on fire,—a lucky circumstance for us. The smoke was so
thick we could not see a hundred yards ahead of the boat. On pulling into the “ Narrows™} at the
small entrance island, we heard a large number of natives shouting and making a great noise, as if

* Port Davey discovered, 17th December, 1815.
t Macquarie Harbour discovered, 28th December, 1815.



- 8

they were hunting kangaroo. It was highly fortunate the smoke was thiek ;. for, had the natives
seen the boat pass through the narrow entrance, it is possible they would have killed every person
on board by discharging, in their usual way, volleys of spears and stones. In the afternoon the
smoke cleared off a little, and we found ourselves in a large sheet of water near a small island,
where we landed, and found plenty of black swans on their nests, and plenty of eggs. We remained
for the night upon the island, thus keeping safe from the natives.

On the 29th the morning was clear: we could see nearly all over the harbour. The island.
was named Elizabeth Island, in honor of Mrs. Gordon, the lady of James Gordon, Esq., of Pitt-
water. The harbour was named « Maecquarie Harbour,” in honor of the then Governor of New
South Wales. We launched and pulled to a point on the south shore, nearly opposite the island,
where we caught about a dozen fat black swans to eat. We had four of our stock left that we had
brought from Port Davey. After obtaining a.fresh supply, we restored those four to liberty in
Macquarie Harbour, and named the point Liberty Point in consequence. At sunset we hauled up
on an island about 25 miles up the harbour, ivhich was named Sarah Island, in honor of Mrs. Birch,
wife of Thomas William Birch, Esq., of Hobart Town.

On the morning of the 30th, launched and proceeded further up the harbour, until we came to
the mouth of a fresh-water river. Muade a sketch of it, and named it the * Gordon River,”* in honor
of Mr. Gordon, of Pittwater, who had kindly lent the boat for this particular trip of discovery.

This day we proceeded up an inlet to the southward of Gordon River, which was named
Birch’s Inlet, in honor of Mr. Birch. On the 31st we went round. Macquarie Harbour, made a.
sketch of it, and found it to be a bar harbour only for vessels of light depth of water. We also
found Huon pine growing on the banks of the harbour. +

On the morning of the 1st of January, 1816, we left Macquarie Harbour with a fresh breeze at
south east. This day we ran a long distance to the N.W., having a strong fair wind. At 8 r.m. at-
tempted to get into a river, which was named the.« Retreat River,” being nearly loston the barin a
beavy surf. During the night it blew a strong gale from the southward. We were obliged to heave
the boat to by a raft made of the oars, with about fifty-five fathoms of rope, where she lay very snug
during the night,—the men taking it in turns to attend to the steeroar to keep the boat end on to
the sea. IHaving a good tarpaulin, that covered the boat all over, she lay very dry. At daylight
on the morning of the 2nd of January, hauled the raft in, set the reefed lug, and steered in for the.
west point of Van Diemen’s Land, with a heavy sea running. As we neared the shore we had to
pass through heavy tide-rips,—the tide running to the southward against the wind making it more.
dangerous. We got within 500 yards of the shore ; the bout was pooped by a heavy sea that filled
her to the “thwarts;” and, had it not heen for the precaution taken before we left Elobarton,.
namely, having three good buckets slung with lanyards. and fastened to the *thwarts,” for the
purpose of baling the boat on such an emergency, we must all have been lost. However, by the
quick use of the buckets the boat was soon baled out, and we'got under the lee of a point, and
landed on a small sandy beach. TTauled the boat up, and began to examine our clothes, blankets,
provisions, and arms, all of which were wet and nearly useless. Fortunately the ammunition was in
a small box in the stern of the boat; it was water-tight, and preserved it, otherwise we should have
been seriously inconvenienced.

We now thought we were safe so far, and had just. got a large fire made to dry ourselves,
when, to our great astonishment, we were- accosted by six.huge men, black natives, each of them
above six feet high and very stout made. Their faces were greased and blacked. They had each
one spear in their right hands, and two in their left. They were quite naked, and appeared quite
ready for war or mischief. Our men were greatly alarmed, and called out “ What was to be done ?”
It was thought best to make gestures to them to come closer to us. They were standing behind a
low thick scrub, and did not seem inclined to come any nearer. Our arms all wet, and no means
of defending ourselves, we were indeed in a very perplexing situation.

- Fortune, who favours the brave, was still on our side: 'We had nine or ten black swansand a
large wombat in the boat, that we had brought from Macquarie Harbour as fresh provisions. On
our showing them one of our swaus they seemed delighted, and came nearer to the boat. After
they came out of the scrub we saw more of their war implements, as each of them had’ a spear
between the great toe of each of their feet, dragging them along the ground. We suppose they
Liad never seen a' white man before. It was thought best to try to barter with them for their spears,
so that if we got possession of them they could not hurt us. We luckily succeeded by giving them.
four swans and the wombat for them all. They appeared very much pleased with the bargain they
had made, and went away holding up one han eacﬁ as a sign of friendship. We saw no more of
them during the evening. A great number of smokes were made along the coast, which we
believed were:intended-as-signals to the tribes..

2-Gordom River-discovered; S0tir December, 1815,

1 Mr. Kelly was subsequently allowed, for ashort time,-the. exclusive privilege—upon account of the discovery—of getting
pine from Macquarie Harbour, :
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‘We remained on the beach that night, .and drying our arms brought them into firing order,
keeping—apprehensive of another visit from the natives—incessant watch. On examining our
bread, Hour, tea, sugar, &c. we found it nearly all spoiled, and we were consequently obliged to go
on “ short allowance.”

On the morning of the 3rd January, at daylight, we launched and proceeded to the northward
towards Cape Grim. It was nearly calm during the day, with a heavy swell from the westward.
We had to pull nearly the whole day. In the evening, hauled up in a small nock about nine miles
to the southward .of Cape Grim.

On the morning of the 4th, launched and stood to the northward, with a light breeze at south
" east. About noon rounded Cape Grim. We passed between two conical rocks which lie near the
Cape, and we were nearly filled in a tide rip going through. We pulled along the shore to the
eastward until we came to the south end of the largest Hunter’s Island. We landed on the point
opposite to the mainland on a large plot of pebble stones, to boil our kettle and take a rest. There
were a great many fires along the shore, and we kept the boat and arms ready in case of an attack
from the natives. Toombs and Jones were left to take care of the boat and to have the arms in
readiness. We had just lighted a fire, when we perceived a large body of natives, at least 50 in
number, standing on the edge of the bush about 50 yards from us. They were all armed with
spears and waddies. 'We immediately brought the arms from the boat, and put oursleves into a
state of defence. They began to advance slowly towards us near the fire. We held up our pieces,
and made signs to them not to come any closer. They held up their spears in return, accompanying
their movements with loud laughing. They jeered at us, as if they thought we were afraid of their
formidable band. We thought it desirable to retreat to the boat, when suddenly they laid down
their weapons in the edge of the bush, and each holding up both hands as if they did not mean any
mischief, at the same time making signs to us to lay down our arms, which we did to satisfy them ;
for if we had retreated quickly to the boat, it was probable they would have killed every one of us
before we could have got out of range of their spears. '

We left Mr. Kelly and his small exploring party in a very perplexing situation, there being
every probability of their getting into the hands of . the Philistines, and take up the narrative from
that point, merely adding, with respect to the river named the Retreat River, referred to yesterday,
that it is better known as the “ Pileman’s,” in consequence of three convicts having absconded from
Macquarie Harbour shortly after the formation of the penal settlement at that place. One of these
men, named Pearce, who was in the habit of selling pies about the streets of Hobart Town, had
been sent to Macquarie Harbour under sentence for selling unwholesome meat made into pies.
The late Mr. James Lucas, the pilot, was sent in search of these rimaways, then filling the situation -
of pilot at that place. He came up with Pearce on the south bank of the river; he was alone, and
endeavouring to make a raft to cross the river. Mr. Lucas told him he should take him back to the
settlement. ¥ % % ¥ % % % %  This river has been known since that period as
Pieman’s River, being so named by Mr. Lucas. * * #*

Arrival of a Chief.— Hostilities— Mr. Kelly disperses them.— Eztraordinary Leap.—Attack on the.

Nativess Commissariat—Arrival at George Town.— Taken into Custody.

The natives then began to come to us, one by one, holding up their hands to shew they had no
weapons, but we kept a good look-out that they had no spears between their toes, as on a former
occasion. They had none. There were twenty-two came to the fire. We made signs to them that
no more should be allowed to come. Upon that being understood, two others came from thes bush
together. One of them seemed to be a chief, a stout, good-looking man, about six feet high, and
apparently 30 years of age; the other an old man, about six fee