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Chief Secretary's Offecl', Hobart, 21st Jannary, 1.888. 

SIR, . 
I HAVE the honor to forward herewith a Royal Commission which has been issued by His 

Excellency the Governor for the purpose of enquiring into the management and present condition 
of the whole of the Charitable Institutions of Tasmania, and appointing the under-mentioned 
gentlemen as Members:- . 

George Parker Fitzgerald, Esquire, M .H.A. 
George Francis Huston, Esquire, M.H.A. 
Henry Horatio Gill, Esquire, M.H.A. 
William Belbin, Esquire, M .H.A. 
Neil Elliott Lewis, Esquire, M.H.A. 
The Honorable Henry Isidore Joachim Raphael Rooke, M.L.C. 
Edwara David Dobbie, Esquire, Crown Solicitor. 
William Thomas Henry Brown, Esquire, M.H.A. 
And yourself as Secretary. 

You will be good enough to convene a meeting at which the Members are to be requested to 
elect their Chairman. 

HENRY THOMAS MANING, Esquire, Hobart. 

I have the.honor to be, 
Sir, 

Your obedient Servant: 

P.O. FYSH. 



(Seal.) 

GREETIXG: 

VICTORIA, by the Grace ef God of the United Kingdom ef Great 
Britain and l1·eland Queen, Defender of the Faith. 

To Our trusty and well-beloved GEORGE PARKER F1 TZGERALD, Esquire, Member 
of the House of Assembly, GEORGE FRANCIS HusToN, Esquire, Member 
of the House of Assembly, HENRY HoRATIO GILL, Esquire, Member of the 
House of Assembly, WILLIAM BELBIN, Esquire, Member of the House of 
Assembly, NEIL ELLIOTT LEWIS, Esquire, Member of the House of Assembly, 
the Honorable HENRY IsrnonE RAPHAEL JOACHIM RooKE, Member of the 
Legislative Council, EDWARD DAVID DoBBIE, Esquire, Crown Solicitor, and 
WILLIAM THOMAS HENRY BnowN, Esquire, Member of the House of Assembly. 

WHEREAS We have thought it expedient to enquire into the management and present condition of the 
whole of the Charitable Institutions of Tasmania: KNow YE that We, reposing great trust,and confidence 
in your fidelity, discretion, and integrity, have authorised and appointed, and by these presents do authorise 
and appoint you the said George Parker Fitzgerald, George Francis Huston, Henry Horatio Gill, William 
Belbin, Neil Elliott Lewis, the Honorable Henry Isidore Raphael Joachim Rooke, Edward David Dobbie, 
and William Thomas Henry Brown, or any Three or more of you, to make diligent enquiry into the 
management and present condition of the whole of the said Charitable Institutions of Tasmania: AND for 
the better discovery of the truth in the premises WE DO by these presents give and grant unto you or any 
Three or more of you full power and authority to call before you all such persons as you shall judge 
necessary by whom you may obtain information in the premises: AND Our further will and pleasure is that 
you or any Three or more of you shall reduce into writing under your hands what you shall discover in the 
premises, and do and_ shall, on or before the Fifteenth day of March next, certify unto Us in Our Executive 
Council, in Tasmania, in writing under your hands i·espectively, your several proceedings by force of these 
presents, together with what you shall find touching or concerning the premises upon such enquiry as afore
said: AND WE further will and command and by these presents ordain that this Our Commission shall 
continue in foll force and virtue, and that you Our said Commissioners or any Three or more of you shall 
and may from time to time proceed in the execution hereof and of any matter. or thing herein contained 
although the same be not continued from time to time by adjournment: AND WE do hereby command all 
and singular Our loving subjects whomsoever within Our said Colony of Tasma_nia that they be assistant to 
you in the execution of these presents: AND WE direct and appoint that H_ENRY THmrAs MANING, 
Esquire, shall be Secretary to Our said Commissioners, and we recommend that he be assistant in the 
execution of these presents. 

IN TESTillIONY whereof We have caused these Our Letters to be made Patent, and the Seal of Our 
said Colony of Tasmania to be hereunto affixed. 

WITNESS Our trusty and well-beloved SIR ROBERT GEORGE CROOKSHANK 
HAMILTON, Knight Commander of the Most Honorable Order of the Bath, 
Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over the Colony of Tasmania and its 
Dependencies, at Hobart, in Tasmania aforesaid, this nineteenth day of January, 
one thousand eight hundred and eighty-eight. 

R. G. C. HAMILTON. 
By His Exqellency's Command, 

P. 0. FYsH, Chief Secretm-y. 

(Seal.) 

KNow ALL MEN by these presents that We will and command that the within written Commission 
shall continue in full force and virtue until the twentieth day of April next, anything in the said Commission 
contained to the contrary notwithstanding. IN TES1'IMONY whereof We have caused the Public Seal of 
the Colony of Tasmania and its Dependencies to be hereunto affixed. 

Dated the fifteenth day of March, one thousand eight hundred and eighty-eight. 
R. G. C. HAMILTON. 

By His Excellency's Command, 
P. 0. FYsH, Chi~f Secretary. 

(Seal.) 

KN ow ALL MEN by these presents that We will and command that the within written Commission 
shall continue in full force and virtue until the twenty-first day of May next, anything in the said Commission 
contained to the contrary notwithstanding. IN TESTillIONY whereof We have caused the Public Seal of 
the Colony of Tasmania and its Dependencies to be hereunto affixed. . 

Dated the seventeenth day of April, one thousand eight hundred and eighty-eight. 
R. G. C. HAMILTON. 

By His Excellency's Command, 
P. 0. FYsH, Chief Secretary. 

(Seal.) 

KN ow ALL MEN by these presents that We will and command that the within written Commission 
shall continue in full force and virtue until the twenty-eighth day of May next, anything in the said Com
mission contained to the contrary notwithstanding. IN TESTIMONY whereof We have caused the Public 
Seal of the Colony of Tasmania and its Dependencies to be hereunto affixed. 

Dated the nineteenth day of May, one thousand eight hundred and eighty-eight. 
R. G. C. HAMILTON. 

By His Excellency's Command, 
P. 0. FYsH, Chief Secreta1·y. 
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MINUTES of Proceedings of the RoYAL CoMMISSION ON-CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS 

IN TASMANIA, 1887. 

MEMBERS: 

GEORGE PARKER FITZGERALD, Esq., M.H.A. 
GE_ORGE FRANCIS HusToN, Esq., M.H.A. 
HENRY HORATIO GILL, Esq., M.H.A. 
WILLIAM BELBIN, Esq., M.H.A. 

NEIL ELLIOTT LEWIS, Esq., M.H.A, 
The Hon. IlEis-:.w ISIDORE JOACHIM RooxE, M.L.C. 
EDWARD DAVID DoBBIE, Esq., Crown Solieitor. 
WILLIAM HENRY _THOMAS BaowN, Esq., M.H.A. 

HENRY T. MANING, Clerk Assistant House of .Assembly, Secretary. 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 25, 1888. 
The Commissioners met at 8 P.M. 
The Secretary read the Commission. 
Present-Mr. Dobbie, Mr. Brown, Mr. Fitzgerald, Mr. Belbin, and Mr. Lewis. 
Mr. Fitzgerald took the Chair pro fem. · 
The· Hon. Henry" Rooke· was appointed Chairman of the Commission. 
The Secretary was instructed to inform Mr. Rooke· of his appointment. 
The Secretary was fnstructed to obtain cop~es of all the Parliamentary Reports on Government Charitable 

Institutions for the past year, and to request the Administrator of Charitable Grants to furnish the Commission with 
a list of the names and addresses of those persons to.whom boarded-out children are entrusted. 

Mr. W. J. M'Williams was appointed shorthand writer to the Commission. 
The Commission adjourned at 4 P.M. till 8 P.M. on Tuesday, 81st instant: 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 81, 1888. 

The Commission met at 8 P.M. 
Present-Mr. Brown, Mr. Fitzgerald, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Huston; Mr. Dobbie, and the Hon. H. I. Rooke 

(Chairman). · · 
The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.· 
Resolved, That the Commissioners do first investigate those Charitable Institutions situate in Hobart, and that 

inquiry into the Administration of Charitable Grants be proceeded with on Thursday next, at 11 A.M. 
Resolved, That Mr. John O'Boyle, Administrator of Charitable Grants, be summoned to attend an\f give 

evidence before the Commission on Thursday, the 2nd February, at 11 A.M. · · 
Resolved, That the Commission do sit from 11 A.M·. to 1 P:M., and from 2·15 P.M. to 4·15 P.M. on Tuesday, 

Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday in every week, unless circumstances should demand a specia! adjournment. 
Resolved, That Mr. R. M. Johnston, Government Statistician, be requested to prepare; for the information of' the 

Commissioners, a comparative statement of' the expcinses, &c. of Charitable Institutions in the various colonies. 
The latest Parliamentary Reports from all Tasmanian Charitable Institutions were tabled. 
The Commission adjourned at ·3•50 P.M. until 11 A.M. on Thursday, the 2nd February. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 1888. 

The Commission met at 11 A.M. 
Present-Mr. Brown; Dr. Hust"on, Mi. tFitzgenld, 2.\1:r. Dobbie, Mr. Lewis, and Hon. H. I. Rooke (Chairm~n). 
The Minutes of the last meeting were read and co~firmed. 
The following documents were laid upon the table:-

(1.) Report of the Royal Commission on Charitable Institutions, 1871, H.A. Paper. 
(2.) Return showing names and addresses of persons to whom the custody of boarded-out children is. 

entrusted. 
The following correspondence was tabled and read :-

(1.) From the Hoi;i. the Chief Secretary approving of an advance of £100 to defray the expenses of the 
Commissioners. -

(2.) Letter from the Hon. the Chief Secretary notifying the Governor's approval of the payment of 21s. per 
diem to each of the Commissioners as a personal allowance for each day during absence from home 
on the business of the Commission, and also of the payment -of the travelling expenses of the 
Commission. . 

· Resolved, ·That- a S~b~co~mittee, to consist of Mr. Lewis, .Mr. ·Fit~gerald,· and° the Chairman, :,vait upon the 
Hon. the Chief Secretary with reference to the remuneration of the Commissioners. 

Mr. John O'Boyle, Administrator of Charitabl~ Grants, ~a; called in and_ examined. 
Mr. John O'Boyle withdrew. 
Resolved, that the following witnesses be siimmcned to give evidence before the Commissioners :-Mr. G. Judge, 

Inspecting Officer Charitable Relief, at 2 11,M, .. to-.day;-,.Rev .. J'.,-W •. -Simmons, Chairman Executive Committee 
Benevolent Society, and Mr. W. Witt, Registrar, at 11·15 A.M. on Friday, the 3rd instant. 



.. 
11 

!7'he·ComJ,I1ission-adjourned at l·P,¥, 

The Commission re-assembled at 2·35 P,M. 

Present-Mr. Lewis, Mr. Dobbie, Dr. Huston, ·Mr. Brown, _Mr. Fitzgerald, and the Hon. H. I. Rooke 
(Chairman). 

Mr. George Judge, Inspecting Officer Charitable 'Relief, was call'ed' in and examined. 
Mr. Judge withdrew. 
The Secretary was instructed to request the Honorable the Chief Secretary to supply the Commission with the 

weekly abstract of Charitable Grants, &c., supplied his· department by the. Administrator- of Charitable Grants. 
The _Commissioners, accompanied by Mr. G. Judge, Inspecting Qfficer'Charitable Grants, then inspected (notice 

not having been given of their intention,) the premises of the following persons to whom the care of boarded-out 
children was entrusted :_:_ 

1. Phrebe Easy ; 5 children • 
. 2. Mary Sadler;· 5 children. 
3. Margaret Demanse ; 3 children. 
4. Catherine Handley ; 5 children. 
5. Caroline ,Foster ; 1 child. 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 1888. 
The Commission met at 11·15 A.llI. 

Present-Mr. Brown, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Dobbie, Dr. Huston, and the Honorable H. I. Rooke (Chairman). 
The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 
Mr. W. Witt, Registrar of the Hobart Benevolent Society, was called in and examined. 
Mr. ·Witt withdrew. 
The Rev. J. W. Simmons, Chairman Executiue Committee Benevolent Society, Hobart, was called in and 

examined. 1' 
The Rev. J. W. Simmons withdrew. 
The Commission adjourned at 1 P.M. 

The Commission re-assembled at 2·30 P.llI. 

Present-Mr. Brown, Mr. Dobbie, Dr. Huston, and the Chairman. 
The Commissioners then proceeded to inspect the following Institutions :-

1. Girls' Industrial School, Hobart. 
2 .. Girls' Reformatory, Hobart. 
8. St. J oseph's Orphanage. 
4. Boys' Home, Hobart. 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 1888. 
The Commission met at 11 · 15 A.:r.r. 
Present-Mr. Gill, Mr. Belbin, Mr. Brown, and the Honorable H. I. Rooke (Chairman). 
The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 
The Secretary tabled the following documents :-

1. A· comparative statement of the Expenses, &c., of Charitable Institutions in the neighbouring Colonies, 
prepared by .the Government Statistician. 

2. Weekly Abstracts of Charitable Grants from Chief Secretary's Office. 
The Commission adjourned at 12·15 until 11·15 A,llI, on 'fuesday, 14th February, 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 1888. 
Tbe Commission i:µet at 11 ·15 A,M. 

Present-Dr. Huston, Mr. W. T. H. Brown, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Dobbie, Mr. Gill, and the Hon. H. I. Rooke 
(Chairman). 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 
The Report of the Special Committee on Hobart General Hospital (H. A. Paper 105) was tabled. 
The Secretary tabled addenda to list of boarded-out children supplied by the Administrator of Charitable Grants 

on the 2nd_instant. 
Mr. Catley, Enquiring Officer Charitable Grants, was called in and examined. 
~fr. Catl11y having tabled the following document-Diet Scale-withdrew. 
Mr. George Jud~e, Inspecting Officer Charitable Relief, was called in and ex11,mined. 
Mr. Judge withdrew. 
The Commission ,adjourned at 12·80 P.M. 

The Commission re-assembled at 2 ·p.:r,r, 

Present-Dr. Huston, Mr. Brown, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Dobbie, Mr. Gill, and the Hon, H. I. Rooke (Chairman). 
The Commissioners then proceeded to inspect the.following Institutions :-

1. Cascades Hospital for Insane. . 
2. 1,yin~-in Hospital, Cascades. 
8. Hospital for Contagious Diseases, Cascades, .. 
4. Boys' Trainil!g School, .Cascades. 
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 211 1888, 
The Commission met at 11·15 .A.:v.· 
Present-Mr. Belbin, Mr. Gill, Mr. W. T. H. Brown, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Dobbie, and the Ho~. -H. I. ·Rooke 

(Chairman). . . 
The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed . 
. Dr .. John·· Coverdale,. Surglilon-S~perintendent of ,.the ,Hospital.for IJ]san~,· (,,'a~cades, .was called in and ~xamined. 
Dr. Coverdale withdrew. · · 
Mr. J. Evenden, .Attendant Cascades Hospital for insane, was called in and examined. 

· 'Mr. ;Evenden 'withdrew. 
The Commission adjourned at 1 P.M. 

The Commission' re~assenibled; af 2·-p:•M. 

Present-Mr. Dobbie, Mr. W. T. H. Brown, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Belbin, Mr. Gill, and the Hon. ·H. I.. Rooke 
(Chairman). 

The Commissioners then proceeded to inspect the Charitable Institution for Males and Females,-New Town. 
Resolved, That the following witnesses be summoned for Wednesday, the 22nd instant :-Mr. A. Muirhead, 

Head Keeper Cascades Lunatic Asylum, at 11 ·15 .A..M.; Mr. S. Smith, .Attendant ditto ditto, 11·45 A.M.; Dr. Smart, 
2•15 P,M, . 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 1888.' 
Present.-Mr. Gill, Mr. W. T. H. Brown, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Dobbi~, and the.Hon .. H. I. Rooke (Chairman). 
The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 
A letter was received from Dr. Smart forwarding. the . following documents for the information . of the 

Commissioners :- · 
I. AnnuaJ Report of Official Visitors, Hospital for Insane, 1887. 
2. · Interim ditto. 

The Secretiiry was directed to acknowledge Dr. Smart's letter. 
'Mr. ·John· Everiden w.as called in -and;examined. 

··Mr. Everiden withdrew. 
Mr. A. Muirhead, Head Attendant, Cascades Hospital for Insane, was called in and ·examined. 
Mr. Muirhead withdrew. 
Mr. Samuel Smith, Attendant Cascades Hospital for Insane was called in and examined. 
Mr. Samuel Smith withdrew. 
•.The 0ommission apjourned.at:l.P;M. 
The Commission re-assembled at 2·15 P.M. 

Present.-Mr. Gill, Mr. W. T. H. Brown, Mr. Dobbie, and Hon,;ff, I.· Rooke (Chairman). 
'Resolved; 'I'hat Messrs .. Galvin-and Richards, Attendants·at·.the Hospital for'lnsane, <:::ascades, be,summonded to 

give evidence before the Commission this afternoon at 2·45 and 3 P,M. respectively. . . 
Dr. Smart, late Official-Visitors Ho.~pitals .for Insane,. was called in and. examined. 
Dr. Smart withdrew. 
Mr. Daniel Galvin, Attendant Cascades Hospital for Insane, was called in.and.examined. 
Mr. Daniel Galvin withdrew. 
Mr. Richards having appeared, was informed. that. his evidence was not ·necessary. 
It was resolved that the New Norfolk Hospital for Insane be inspected to-morrow; and that the. Commissioners 

'leave by the morni~g train at 10·30 A,M, · 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY -281 -1888, 
The Commissioners met at the Bush Hotel, New Norfolk, at 2·80 f,M. 

l Present.....::.Mr.·Dobbie;·-Mr. Belbin,'Mr .. Gill;Mr. W. T. H. Brown, Mr. Fitzgerald,-Dr. Huston, Mr; Lewis,and 
· Hon.' H. V·Rooke,(Cliairman). 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 
The Commissioners then inspected the Hospital -for Insane, New Norfolk. 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 1888. 
The Commission met at 11 ·15 A..M; in· the· Medical ·Superintendent's Room, Hospital for Insane, New Norfolk, 
Present-Mr •. Gill, Mr. Dobbie, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Brown,-Dr. Huston, and'the·Hon,,H.·I.:Rooke{Chairman). 
The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

1:Dr. · Macfarlanef-Medical Superintendent' Hospital: for ·Insane, -was· called :in· arid examined. 
Dr. Macfarlane withdrew. 
Dr. J.P. Crampton, Assistant Med~cal Officer, was called in and examined. 
Dr. Crampton withdrew. 
The Commission adjourned at 1 P.M. 

The Commission re-assembled at 2·80 P.M. 

Present-Mr. Gill, Mr'. Dobbie, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Brown, Dr. Huston, arid.the Bon. H .. bRooke (Chairman). 
Dr. Gray, Official Visitor, Hospitals-for-the Insane, was'called in,and examined. 
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Dr. Gray withdrew. 
Mr. J. B. Brownell, Clerk and Storekeeper, was called in and examined. 
M;r. Brownell withdrew. 
Miss Selina Alexander, Matron, HosJ?ital for the Insane, was called in and examined. 
Miss Alexander withdrew, 

;;;;::Mr. William Henry Bennet, Senior ·Attendant, Hospital for the Insane, New Norfolk, was called in and 
examined. 

Mr. Bennet withdrew. 
Mr. E.W. Bromfield, Senior Attendant, Hospital for the Insane, New Norfolk, was called in and examined. 
Mr. Bromfield withdrew. 
Mr. John Whiffin, Gardener, Hospital for the Insane, New Norfolk, was called in and examined. 
Mr. Whiffin withdrew. 
The:following document was tabled :-

Doctors Maning, Dick, and Patterson's Report. 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 1888. 

Present-Mr. Gill, Mr. Belbin, Mr. Lewis, Dr. Huston, and the Hon. H. I. Rooke (Chairman). 
The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. · 
Mr. Detective-Sergeant Delaney was called in aud examined. 
Mr. Detective-Sergeant Delaney withdrew. 
Mr. G. Detective-Sergeant Franklin was called in and examined. 
Mr. Detective-Sergeant Fmnklin withdrew. 
A letter was received from Mr. John Evenden, of the Cascades, enclosing a circular re a washing machine, 

alluded to in his evidence before the Commission . 
. Ordered that the following witnesses be summoned to give evidence on Wednesday, 29th instant :-Colonel 

St. Hill, at 11·30 .A..M.; Hon. Wm. Crosby, 11·30 .A..M.; Dr. Charles Barnard, 12 o'clock; Mr. John Withrington, 
Superintendent Charitable Institutions, New Town, at 12 noon. 

The Commission adjou~ned until Wednesday, the 29th instant. · 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 29, 1888. 

Present-Mr. Gill, Mr. Belbin, Mr. Lewis, Mr. W. T. H. Brown, Dr. Huston, and the Hon. H. 1. Rooke 
(Chairman). 

Thr. :Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.-
Mr. John Witbrington, Superintendent of the New Town Charitable Institution, was called in and examined. 
Mr. Withrington withdrew. 
Dr. Chas. E. Barnard, Medical Officer Charitable Institution, New Town, was called in and examined. 
Dr, Barnard withdrew. 
The Commission adjourned at 12·50 P.llI. 
The Commission re-assembled at 2·30 P.llI. 
Mr. Withrington·was re-called, and ·his examination continued; 
Mr. Withrington· withdrew. 
Mrs. Hurst, Matron Charitable Institution for Females, New Town, was called in and examinel 
Mrs. Hurst withdrew. 
Mr. Simon Murphy, Head Warder, was called in and examined. 
Mr. Simon Murphy withdrew. 
Oi·dered, That the following witnesses be summoned for Thursday, 1st March :-Mr. F. R. Seager, Assistant 

Superintendent and Storekeeper, New Town Charitable Institution, at 11·15 A..l\I.; Mr. James Longmore, Superin
tendent of the Boys' Training School, at 11 ·30 .A..M. ; Dr. C. E. Barnard, at 2·.45 P.M. ; Mr. F. W. Mitchell, at 2·30 P.llI. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 1, 1888. 
The Commission met at 11·15 .A..M. 

Present-Mr. Gill, Mr. Bclbin; Mr. Lewis, Mr .. Brown, and Dr,• Huston. 
In the absence of the.Chairman, Dr. Huston took the Chair. 
The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 
Mr. F._ R. Se_ager,- Assistant-Superhiten~ent and Storekeeper, New Town Charitable Institution, was called 

in and examined. 
Mr. Seagar withdrew. 
Mr. F. W. Mitchell, Official Visitor, Hospital for the Insane, was called in and examined.· 
Mr. F. W. Mitchell withdrew. 
The Commission adjourned at 1·5 P.llI. 
The Commission re-assembled at.2·15.P.M,·. 
Present-Mr. Gill, Mr. Belbin,-Mr. Lewis;·Mr.•Brow-n, and :Dr. Huston. 



Mr. James Longmore, Superintendel!t Boysl_, '.l,'raining;S~hool, H()bart, was called in and examined. 
Mr. James Longmore withdrew. · · 

_:--.: -Resoived, That the Commission do adjourn till Monday,_ the 5th ins_tant,_ then proc!)eq to Campbell Town, 
mspect the Hospital, and continue their journey to Launceston. 

MONDAY, MARCH 5, 1888. 
The Commission met at Kean's Hotel, Campbell Town, at 12·10 P.M. 

Present-Mr. Blllbin, Mr. Lewis, Mr. W. T. H. Brown, Mr. Dobbie, Mr. Gill, and Dr. Huston. 
In the absence of the Chairman, Dr. Huston took the Ohair. 
The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed •. 
The Campbell Town Hospital was then inspected. 
The Commission adjourned at 1 P.M. 

The Commission re-assembled at 2·15 P.M: 

· ·. Present-Mr. Belbin, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Brown, ~r. Dobbie, Mr. Gill, and Dr. Huston (Chairman). 
Dr. Naylor, Surgeon and Physician, was called in and examined. 
Dr. Naylor withdrew. 

Dr.- R. W. Leth bridge, Medical Officer in charge of the Campbell _Town Ho,spital, was called in and e°xamined. 
Dr. Lethbridge withdrew. 
Mr. Harry Power, Chairman Board of Management, ·campbell Town Hospi_tal, was called in and examined. 
Mr. Power withdrew. 
Lieut.-Colonel Lethbridge, late Chairman of Trustees, Campbell Town Hospital, was called in and examined. 
Lieut.-Colonel Lethbridge withdrew. 
Resolved, That the inspection of the Launceston Charitable Institutions be proceeded with to-morrow. 
The Commission adjourned at 4·30 P.M. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 6, 1888. 
Th_e Commission met at the Ministerial Office, Public Buil(iings, Launceston, at 2·20 P.M. 

,. Present-Mr. Dobbie, Mr. W. T. H. Brown, Mr. Gill, Mr'. Belbin, Dr. Hustdn, and the Hon: H. I. Ro<lkll. 
(Chairman). · 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read ~nd confirm_ed: 
The Commissioners then proceeded to inspect the following Institutions :-

1. The Hospital for Contagious Diseases, Launceston. 
2. The Invalid Depot, Launceston, Female Branch. 

Resolved, That Captain Ditcham, the Rev. G. Marshall, and Mr. Fraser be. summoned to give evidence on 
Wednesday, the 7th instant, at 11 A.M. 

The Commission adjourned till 11 · 15 A.M on Wednesday, the 7th instant. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7, 1888. 
The Commission met at the Ministerial Office, Public Buildings, Launceston, at n,15 A.M.-

Present-Mr. Gill, Mr. Belbin, Mr. W. T. H. Brown, Mr. Dobbie, Dr. Huston, Mr. Lewis, and the Hon. H. I. 
Rooke (Chairman). · . ' 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 
Captain Ditcham, Chairman Benevolent Society, Launceston, was called in and examined. 
Captain Ditcham withdrew. 
Mr. Hugh Fraser,.Secretary to the Launceston Benevolent Society, was called in and examined. 
Mr. Fraser withdrew. 
The Secretary laid upon the Table H.A. Paper No. 11, · Report Invalid Depot, Launceston, and H.A. Paper, 

No. 20. 
Mr. R. Marshall, 'rown Missionary, was called in and examined. 
Mr. R. Marshall withdrew. 
Mr. A. Kirkland, Government Inquiring Officer, was called in and examined. 
Mr. Kirkland withdrew. 
The Commission adjourned itt 12·55 P.M. 

The Commission re-assembled at 2·15 P.M. 

Present-Mr. Brown, Mr. Gill, M~. Lewis, Mr. Dobbie, Dr. Huston, Mr. Belbin, and the Hon. H. I. Rooke 
(Chairman). 

Mr. Alfred Jones, Superintendent Invalid Depot, Launceston, called in and examined. 
Mr. Jones withdrew. 
Mrs. Paul, Matron Invalid Depot, Launceston, was called in and examined. 
Mrs. Paul withdrew. 
Mr. Richard Venus, Resident Overseer, Invalid Depot, Lau°:ceston, wii:s called in and examined. 
Mr. Venus withdrew. 

. Resolved, That the (3-irls' Industrial School, the site for. the prC>posed new Gaol and Invalid Depot, and the 
General Hospital, be inspected to-morrow. _ . . . . 

The Commission adjourned till n:15 on Thursday, the 8th March. . . ·: .. 



THURSDAY, MARCH 81 1888, 
The Commission met at 2·15 P,M. 

. ·Present--'-'Mr. W. Ti H; .Brown, Mr. ·Beloin, -Mr. Dobbie, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Gill, Dr. Huston, and the Hon. H. I. 
Rooke (Chairman). · 

The Minutes of the last meeting were rea1r arid· confirmed. 
Dr. L. G. Thompson, Surgeon-Superintendent Launceston General Hospital, called in and examined. 
Dr. Thompson withdrew. 
Mr. B. R. Traggit, Storekeeper, Launceston ·General Hosp.ital, was· called in and examined. 
Mr. Traggit withdrew. 
Mr. George T. ColJins, Chairman Launceston Charitable Institution; called" in and examined. 
Mr. Collins withdrew. 
The Chairman reported that he, in company with the Commissioners, had devoted ·the morning to making a 

careful inspection of the Launceston Girls' Industrial School and the Launceston General Hospital. 
Resolved, .That Mrs. Beard, Matron of the La:unceston Girls' Industrial, and Mr. W. Barnes, Chairman of the 

Visiting Committee, Launceston General Hospital, be summoned to give evidence on Friday, the 9th instant, at 11·15 
and 12 o'clock respectively. 

The Commission adjourned at 5·30 P.M. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 9, 1888. 
The Commission met at 11 ·15 A.M. 

Present-Mr. Belbin, Mr. Dobbie, Mr. W. T. H. Brown, Mr. Gill, Mr. Lewis, Dr.-Huston, and the Hon. H. I. 
Rooke· (Chairman). · 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 
Miss Beard, Matron of th~ Girls' Industrial School, Launceston, was called in and examined. 
Miss Beard withdrew. 
Mr. Stansfield, Secretary to the Launceston Gi~ls' Industrial 8chool, was called in_ and examined. 
Mr. Stansfield withdrew. 
The Commission adjcnir1ied till Wednesday, the 21st March, at 11·15, to meet at the General Hospital, Hobart, 

and then proceeded·to Hobart by the express ·train. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 27, 1888. 

The Commission met at the General Hospital, Hobart, at 11 •15 A.III. 

The whole of the Commissioners were present except Mr. Fitzgerald. 
·Dr.·Crowther·,vas·called in. 
Dr. Crowther lodged his protest against evidence not being taken on oath. 
Dr. Crowther's examination was proceeded ',tith. 
It was decided by the CommiBsion that certain questions put to Dr. Crowther by Mr. Gill were not within the 

scope of the inquiry. 
Dr. Crowther withdrew. 
The Commission adjourned at 1 P.M. 

The Commission re-assembled at 2·15 P.llr. 

Present-Mr. Lewis, Dr. Huston, Mr. Gill, Mr. Brown, Mr. Dobbie,· and the Hon. H. I. Rooke· (Chairman). 
Dr. Thomas Smart'was called in and:examined. 
Dr. Smart withdrew. 

WED:'.'rESDAY, MARCH 28, 1888. 

The Commission met at the General Hospital, Hobart, at 11·15 A.III. 

Present.-Mr. Dobbie, Mr. W. T. H. Brown, Mr. Belbin, Mr. Gill, Mr.-Lewis, and Dr.'Huston. 
In the absence of the Honorable H. I. Rooke, Dr. Huston took the Chair. 
The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 
Dr. Parkinson, House-Surgeon, General Hospital, Hobart, was called in and examined. 
Dr. Parkinson laid the Rules of the General Hospital, Hobart, on the ·Table. 
The Commission adjourned at 1 P.M. 

·The Commi~sion re-assembled at 2·15· P.M. 

The examination of Dr. Parkinson was continued. 
Dr. Parkinson withdrew. 
The Commission adjourned until Wednesday, the 4th April, at 11'15 A,llI, 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 4, 1888. 

The Commission met at the General Hospital, Hobart, at 11·15 A.M. 

;Present._:.Mr;'Belbin, Mr. Lewis, Mr. W. T. H. Brown, Mr. Dobbie, and Dr. -Huston. 
In the absence of the Honoi:able H. I. ,Rooke, Dr. Huston took the Chair. 
Dr. Parkinson was called in, and his examination continued. 
Dr. Parkinson withdrew. 
The Commission adjourned at 1 P.111. 



The Commission re-assembled at 2·15 P.M. 

Present.-Mr. Belbin, Mr. W. T. H. Brown, Dr. Huston, Mr. Dobbie,, and_ th,e ~Io~o~pl_e ~~ J •. ~.ooke, 
(Chairman). . 

Dr. Lever, Assistant House-Surgeon, General H_ospital, Hobart, was called in and examined. 
Dr. Lever withdrew. · 
Mr. J. S. Morris, Secretary, House Steward, Clerk, and Storekeeper, General Hospital, Hobai;ti was cal~ed in 

a~d 1examined; . . · 
~Ir, Morris witp.drew .... 
The evidence of Mr. C. H. Grant, Manager of the Main Line Railway, and Mr. P. Kennar, both being patients, 

was taken. 
The Secretary was instructed to summon Mr. C. Harbottle for 11-15 A,M, 9~ T~urs~ay,;the 5th inst1t11t, 

THURSDAY, APRIL 5, '1888. 

The Commssion met. at tl:\e General Hosfital, Hobart, at 11 ·15 A.M. 

Present.-Mr. W. T. H. Brown, Mr. Dobbie, Dr. Huston, and the Honorable H. I. Rooke (Chairman). 
The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 
Mr. Collins, W ardsman, General Ho8pital1 Hobart, was called in. and examined. 
Mr. Collins withdrew. 
Mr, J. t:,, Morris, Secretary, General Hospital, Hobart, was re-called and examined. 
Mr. Morris withdrew. 
Mrs. Munro, Lady Superintendent, General Hospital, Hobart, was called and examined. 
Mrs. Munro withdrew. 
Miss TurnbuU, :::,ister, General Hospita!, wa~ i::alled in and examined. 
Miss Turnbull withdrew. 
The Commission adjourned at 1 P.M. 

The Commission re-assembled at 2·15 P,M. 

Present.-Dr. Huston, Mr. W. T. H. Brown, Mr. Dobbie, Mr. Lewis, and the Honorable H. I. Rooke {Chairman). 
Mr. C. Harbottle was called in and examined. · 
Mr. ·Harbottle withdrew. 
Dr. E. 0. Giblin, Honorary Medical Officer, was cal!ed in and examined, 
Dr. Giblin withdrew. 
Dr. Butler, Honorary Medical Officer, was called in and examined. 
Dr. Butler withdrew. 
The Commission adjourned till Friday, April 61 at 11·30 A,M. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 6, 1888. 

The Commission met at the General Hospital, Hobart, at 11 ·30 4.Jrr. 
Present-Mr. W. T. H. Brown, Mr. Dobbie, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Belbin, Dr. Huston, ~nd ~r. GilL 

· In the absence of the Chairman, Mr. Dobbie took the Chair. 
The Minutes of. the last meeting were read and .confirmed, 
Dr. Bingham Vrowther was called in and examined. 
Dr .. Crowther withdrew, 
Dr. Be~jafield was called in and examined. 
Dr. Benjafield withdrew. 
The Commission adjourned at 1 P.M •. 

The Commission r.e-assembled at 2·80 P.M. 

Present-Mr. W. T. H. Brown, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Belbin, Dr. Huston, and Mr. Dobbie (Chairman pro telll.)~ · 
Dr. Smart was called in and examined. 
Dr. Smart withdrew. 
Dr. Bright, Honorary Medical Officer, was called in and examined. 
Dr. Bright withdrew, 
Dr. J. S. Hardy was called in and examined. ' 
Dr. Hardy withdrew. 
Mr. James M'Donald, Corporation labourer, was called in and examined. 
Mr. M'Donald withdrew. 
The Commission adjourned sine die. 
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FRIDAY, APRIL 20, 1888: 
The Commission met at 2·15 P,M, 

Present-Mr. W. T. H. Brown, Mr. Gill, Mr. Lewis, and Mr. Dobbie. 
In the absence of the Chairman, Mr. Dobbie was voted to the Chair. 
The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 
Resolved, That the Secretary be dire.cted to ·write the Chief Secretary in reference to the letter addressed by 

him to the Hospital Board, which appeared in the Mercury on Saturday, 14th inst., and inform _him that the Report · 
of the Royal Commission on Charitable Institutions will not recommend any change in the· paid Medical Staff at the 
General Hospital. , -

The Commission deliberated. · 
The Commission adjourned sine die. · 

FRIDAY,.·MAY 11, 1888 .. 
The Commission met at 11·15 A.M. 

Present-Mr. Dobbie, Mr. W. T. H. Brown, Mr. Gill, Mr. Belbin, Dr. Huston, and the Hon. H. I. Rooke 
(Chairman). . . 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 
The preparation of t.he Draft Report was proceeded with. 
The Committee adjourned at 1 P.M. to 11·15 A.l\I. on Saturday, the 12th May. 

SATURDAY, MAY 12, 1888. 
The Commission met at U ·15 A.l\I. 

Present-Mr. Dobbie, Mr. Gill, Mr. Belbin, Mr. Lewis, Dr. Huston; Mr. W. T. H. Brown, and the Hon. H. I. 
Rooke (Chairman). . 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 
The preparation of the Draft Report was proceeded with. 
The Commission adjourned at 1 P.llI. 

The Commis~icin re-assembled at 2·15 P.M. 

Present:-Mr. Brown,.Mr. Dobbie, Mr. Gill, Mr. Lewis, Dr. Huston, Mr. W. T. H, Brown, and ,the Hon. H. I. 
Rooke (Chairman). _ . . ·. 

The preparation of the Draft Rep~rt was resumed and proce.eded with. · 
The Commission adjourned at 4 P.M. unti.l 11 ·15 A.M. on Tuesday, the 15th instant. 

TUESDAY, MAY 15, 1888. 
'lhe Commission met at 11·15 A.M. 

Present-Mr. W. T. H. Brown, Mr. Gill, Dr. Huston, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Belbin, Mr. Fitzgerald, and the Hon. H. 
I. Rooke (Chairman). 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 
The preparation of the Draft Report was proceeded with. 
The Commission adjourned at 1 P.llI. 

The Commission re-assembled at 1·30 P.llI. 

Present-Mr. Brown, Mr. Lewis, Dr. Huston, Mr. Fitzgerald, and the Hon. H. I. Rooke (Chairman). 
The preparation of the Draft Report was resumed. 
Resolved, That the Report now read be adopted as the Report of the Royal Commission, and forwarded to the 

Hon. the Premier for presentation to His Excellency the Governor. . · 
Resolved, That the thanks of the Commissioners be accorded to the Chairman for the able manner in which he 

has conducted the proceedings. · 
Resolved, That the Commissioners place on record their appreciat\on of the manner in which Mr. H. T. Maning 

has discharged the duties devolving upon him as Secretary to the Royal Commission on the Charitable Institutions 
of Tasmania. 

Resolved, That a gratuity of one guinea per sitting be paid the Secretary. 
Instructions were given to the Secretary to close up the affairs of the Commission and submit them to the 

Chairman. 
'l'he Commission adjourned sine die. 



RE P O R T. 

To IIis I,Excellency Srn ROBERT GEORGE CROOKSHANK HAMILTON, 
Knight Commander of the Most Honorable Order of the Bath, 
Governor and Commander-in- Chief in and over t/ie Colony of 
Tasmania and its Dependencies. 

1\fAY IT PLEASE YouR ExcELLENCY. 
IN conformity with the instructions conveyed by the Instrument whereby our appointment was 

made, we, the Members of the Royal Commission appointed to make inquiry into and to report 
upon the present condition and the management of the Charitable Institutions of Tasmania, have 
the honor to report to you the result of our enquiries, and to recommend such alterations as will, 
in our opinion, increase the efficiency of these Institutions. 

In the course of the inquiry, the various Institutions were carefully inspected, and where 
necessary exhaustive evidence taken; and after mature consideration, we have the honour to submit 
to Your Excellency the following Reports :-

!.-CHARITABLE GRANTS. 
1. OuT-DOOR RELIEF. 

All out-door relief in the shape of charitable allowances, funeral expenses, transfers, and medical 
attendance, throughout the Colon)', except Hobart, is under the control of the Administrator 
of Charitable Grants. In Hobart the out-door relief is in the hands of the Benevolent Society, the 
Treasurer paying over to the Chairman a sum, estimated last year at £827 17s. 9d., for the payment 
of demands made upon him. As far as the funds under the control of the Administrator are 
concerned, they appear to be carefully and economically distributed. 

It is surprising to find that so small a sum is ordinarily recovered from the relatives of 
the recipients of charitable grants. Mr. O'Boyle (question 31) states that in 1886 the sum of £33 
9s. 5d. only was repaid to the Government, and then after much trouble to get that sum. This 
being the case, we strongly urge that the suggestion made by Mr. O' Boyle in his Report for 
1882 (Parl. Paper No. 10, 1883), and in his reply to question 15, should be given effect to, by 
altering the law so as to enable him to at once summon the relatives of recipients of relief to show 
cause why they should not contribute towards their support, instead of, as at present, giving relief 
first and trying to recover the money afterwards ; and that further power should be given to the 
Government to recover any expenses in connection with funerals and transport. 

In Hobart, as in Launceston, all cases for medical treatment should be attended at the 
Hospital as in-patients or as out-patients, according to the nature of the case, as far as such a course 
is possible; and, except where absolutely necessary, the treatment of such cases at their own 
homes should be discouraged. 

Charitable grants should be made, as far as practicable, in the form of rations, and as little 
money as possible paid directly into the recipient's hands. When it is necessary that rent should 
be paid on behalf of any applicant for relief, such rent should be paid direct to the landlord. · 

2. BENEVOLENT SocrnTY, HoBART. 
The Chairman and the Executive Committee of the Hobart Benevolent Society have the 

disposal of the out-door relief in Hobart, without any Government control. In 1886 the amount 
expended in this way was £1270. A Government allowance of £100 a year is made for the 
performance of this duty, also a further allowance of £180 a year is made for an Enquiring 
Officer, whose services are entirely at the disposal of the Society .. The Society has further 
power to give certificates to paupers recommending their admission to the New Town Charitable 
Institution, and upon the . receipt of such certificates the Administrator for Charitable Grants, 
without further enquiry, issues the .. necessary authority for. admission ; another power vested in 
the hands of the Society is that of giving orders to the sick, enabling them to be tre:1ted as out
patients at the General Hospital: for his trouble in investigating these -cases the Registrar of the 
Society receives the salary of £52 per annum from the Treasury. 
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While the care and trouble taken by the Chairman and the Executive Committee in 
investig·ating all the cases brought under their notice is worthy of commendation, we suggest that 
direct Government grants for charitable purposes should be distributed, and admission to Government 
Institutions granted, under Government control, and by a Government official only. 

A great defect of the present system is proved by the gradual decline in charity, as shown 
by the returns of money raised by the Benevolent' Society for its own purposes. In 1866 
the sum raised by voluntary subscription amounted to £669 6s. 5d., and in 1886 the sum had fallen 
to £158 19s. While there is a large fund, and that chiefly public money, available for disposal by 
a Society like this, the feelings of the charitably disposed are practically unappealed to; and, on the 
other hand, there will be found people to come forward and demand assistance as a right, rather 
than as a charity, and deem it no disgrace to urge claims on such a fund. On account of the 
large amount of money at the disposal of this Society being known throughout the Colony we 
attribute the fact that a considerable number of persons come to Hobart from all parts to participate 
in its distribution. 

In recommending that the disposal of the Government grant for out-door relief in Hobart 
should be taken from the hands of the Society and administered by · a Government official, the 
possibility that persons might receive aid both from the Government and from the Society has 
not been overlooked; if the books containing lists of recipients of Government aid and the Society's 
private funds, and all information gained about the paupers, were made mutually available, there 
would be little danger of anyone being in receipt of relief from both sources. The Launceston 
Society adequately guards against imposition. 

) 
The question whether relief should be given in the form of rations or money payments has been 

considered, and the conclusion arrived at that no money- payments should be made, except in the 
case of paupers living in the country districts, and then only when unavoidable. The system of 
local tenders adopted by the Benevolent Society in Launceston is evidently a good one, and its 
adoption in Hobart would obviate. the necessity of renting a room for the distribution of rations, 
prevent any waste, and cause the recipients of public charity to become more widely known 
to those who have to contribute towards their support. At the end of each quarter the 
tradesmen could make up their accounts, accompanied with the orders as vouchers. The 
·chairman of the Benevolent Society (the Rev. J. W. Simmons) states (question 141) that the 
receipt of rations is looked upon as discreditable, and (question 127) that claimants for relief have 
been known to simply refuse to accept provisions ; and if, by adopting the course suggested, 
wider publicity were given to the fact that they were in receipt of rations this would tend to urge 
those who would otherwise claim money assistance to endeavour to support themselves rather than 
g·o throug·h a course which they look upon as humiliating. In addition to the ·saving of rent 
the official at present largely employed in attending to the issue of rations would be left free to 
perform other duties more properly belonging to those of Enquiring Officers, and ultimately his 
duties might be amalgamated with those of Enquiring Officer on boarded-out children. All 
·money payments for rent should be made direct to the landlord, and should not be allowed to pass 
through the hands of the recipient of the relief. 

The creation of a Board to assist the Administrator of Charitable Grants in the disposal of 
Government out-door i·elief would be an improvement. 

If it should be found that the funds of this Society, with_ addition of the Government subsidy 
of £1 for every £ I voluntarily subscribed, are insufficient to meet the claims made upon them, we 
would sug-g·est that a lump sum be annually contributed from the General Revenue, as is done in 
the case of the Launceston Society. In this way sufficient funds would be in their hands, and at 
the same time the necessity for private charity would not be destroyed. 

3. LAUNCESTON BENEVOLENT SocrnTY. 

This Institution appears, from the evidence and the Annual Report for 1887, to be working 
satisfactorily, being free from the defects apparent in the Hobart Society. 

It is pleasing to note that no less a sum than £482 7s. 6d. was received by the Society by 
way of subscriptions and donations, in addition to which the Chairman reports certain g·ifts of 

_ blankets and other goods from the well-wishers of the Society. 

It is not conside~ed necessary to make any recommendation with regard to this Society. 
. . 

4. BOARDING-OUT SYS'l'EM. 
' . . . 

The system of placing children in the care of· foster-parents for. education and maintenance 
was adopted after the abolition of the Queen's Orphan Schools, and has engaged careful attention. 
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. It was decided to make an unannounced visit to some of those persons to whom the care of the 
.children was entrusted, and this decision was carried into effect on 2nd February last. On that day 
. five dwellings were visited; and it was found that the children inspected were clean and well cared 
. for, the foster-parents evidently taking an interest in their charg·es. Education was an object of 
special care, and attendance at the State School rigidly enforced, such attendance being ensured by 
withholding .payment for maintenance until the production of a certificate of 3½ days' attendance 
per week from the State School teacher. The number of children placed in the care of one 
individual was found to vary from one to seven. Except under exceptional circumstances, it is 
considered that the maximum number should be reduced to four, in order to ensure the careful 
nurture of the children in houses frequently of a small size and defective ventilation. From the 
evidence of the lnspectiug Officer, Mr. George Judge (questions 73-75), it appears that many 
children are brought in from the country to be boarded out in the city, and he states this is 
occasioned by the difficulty of obtaining foster-parents in the country; also, that should they be 
boarded out in the country there would be a difficulty in the authorities i;:eeing that they were well 
cared for and that their school attendance was regular. Could the first difficulty be overcome, as 
it might be, the supervision of the children might well be placed in the bands of the Municipal and 
Police authorities in which they reside, while they would materially benefit by the substitution of 
country air and freedom for the vitiated atmosphere and restraint of the city, as well as by acquiring 
a knowledge of the rural avocations which would serve them in after life; their attendance at 
school could be secured in the same manner as is adopted in town. 

. From evidence adduced the system appears to have so far worked well and economically, 
consequently no suggestions for its improvement are made, except in that of every possible 
endeavour being made to obtain· foster-parents in the country districts, and to obtain the consent 
of Municipal and Police authorities to exercise supervision over their treatment .. 

It appears from Mr. O'Boyle's eyidence that care is taken to ensure, where possible, the 
apprenticeship of children to a pursuit which accords with their tastes, and that the system has 
turned out well, troubles having arisen with but few of the child_ren. 

Il.-,-INDUSTRIAL SCHOOLS. 

5. Bovs' HoME, HoBART. 

The building, on the whole, seems fairly well suited to the purpose for which it is used, though 
some attempt should be made to improve the ventilation of the dormitories, which is not what it 
should be. The boys, of whom there were 30, appeared all healthy and happy, and evidently well 
cared for and fed, the latter part being evidenced not only from their appearance, but from the 
entries in the master's diary as to their daily fare. The whole of the work incident to the establish
ment is performed by the lads themselves, even to mending their own clothes. The dormitories in 
the main building were fairly satisfactory, but overcrowded. A new wing is about to be added to 
the school,-an improvement urgently needed, as at the present time some of the boys sleep in a 
detached outhouse above the laundry, there being no room for them elsewhere. The yards and 
.outbuildings show want of attention as to order and repair. 'l'he boys from this school, where 
practicable, ,;hould be sent to the Government farm for instruction in all branches of farming, the 
distance between the two establishments being so trifling that arrangements could easily be made 
fo1· their daily safe conduct to and fro, and their labour would thus be employed with advantag·e to 
themselves and to the Government. Excepting in regard to the few suggestions offered above, the 
institution and its management is in all respects satisfactory. 

6. GIRLS' INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL, HOBART. 

On the date of our visit to this Institution, 3rd February, 1888, there were 39 inmates, all of 
whom were seen at their ordinary pursuits. The manag·emeut and condition of this establishment are 
in every detail all that could be desired, reflecting credit on the Matron and those ladies who, as 
Members of the Visiting Committee, devote a large portion of their time to the supervision and 
advancement of the school. 

7. GrnLs' lNDuSTRIAL ScHOOL, LAUNCESTON. 

As in the case of the Hobart Industrial School, the manag·ement of the Institution met with 
approval. The children were clean, healthy, and well clad, the apartments, offices, and yards all 
bearing evidence of careful attention; but more sleeping accommodation should be provided, or 
the number of children decreased, the dormitories being much overcrowded. 

·From the evidence of the Matron, Miss Baird, it appears that she considers that it would be 
beneficial for the children under the age of 14 years to be sent to the State School, and ·that great 
relief would be afforded her if that course were adopted. We recommend this suggestion to the 
favourable consideration of the Mi.nister of Education. 



xii 
· It is in evidence that girls who have been convicted of petty offences have been then placed 

in the school by the Police Magistrate's order, thus, from the lack of classification, subjecting the 
other girls to the risk of moral contamination. We are quite in accord with the Matron's wish 
that girls of the criminal class be not admitted, except those of a tender age, say up to· 10 years, 
who could exercis~ little influence for evil in the school. With regard to older girls of the criminal 
class, we refer to suggestions made hereafter under the Girls' Training School, Hobart. 

An increased capitation grant should be allowed by Government to the Institutions for the 
education· and training of Girls, much good work having been done by them. 

8. ST. JosEPH's ORPHANAGE. 

The number of inmates at the time of your Commissioners' inspection was 44, the institution 
being taxed to its fullest powers. . The appearance of the girls left a most favourable impression. 
Cleanliness pervaded the whole establishmeat,-bedrooms, refectory, lavatories, and yards being 
in good order. · 

Additional space is needed to meet the many claiml:l for admission, the reverend Sisters on many 
occasions having to relinquish their own sleeping apartments to the little children who demand their 
aid and sympathy. In addition to a careful training in all those branches of household work which 
would fit them for domestic service, the girls are educated by the ladies who preside over· the 
establishment. The children are ·also instructed in dairy work, several cows being maintained in 
connection with the Orphanage. With the exception of the lack of space, a subject which is without 
the scope of this enquiry, the general management of the Orphanage is in all respects creditable . 

. III.-TRAININ G 8CHOOLS. 

9. Boys' TRAINING ScHooLs, CASCADES. 

This establishment was opened in 1884, and then placed under the care of the present 
Superintendent, Mr. James Longmore. It was called into exist.ence by the difficulty magistrates 
experienced in dealing with juvenile offenders, knowing as they did that any trivial infraction of 
the law would often result in a term of imprisonment in gaol, whence the boy, from the companion
ship and example of older and hardened criminals, would emerge more vicious than when admitted. 

At the time of your Commissioners' visit there were 38 boys in the school, their ages ranging 
from 10 to 16 years. To quote the words of the Secretary, Mr. J. B. Mather, "the school is 
governed by the law of kindness,-the boys al'.e treated as a family, and every liberty is given them 
which is suitable,"-a theory which, from a personal inspection of the establishment, the· boys 
themselves, and an examination of those competent to form an opinion, has undouhtedly 
been carried into practice. 'l'he heal.thy appearance, good manr..er, and cleanliness of ffee · lads 
assured us that the school does now, and will to a greater extent in the future, prove a bocfo to the 
Colony, by training· and turning out useful honest citizens from a class which, if umescued and 
untaught, would certainly occasion additional charges on the expenditure in our penal establishments. 

The farm attached to the school consists of 100 acres, 12 of which are well cultivated, the labour 
being· entirely supplied by the lads themselves and their workmasters. 'l'he farm and outbuildings 
thereon are the picture of neatness, the garden fully cropped and well tilled, the Superintendent 
stating that he was indebted to the Manager of the Government Farm for information as to the 
farming· operations. In the school itself the greatest care has been taken to divest it of every 
attribute suggestive of a prison,-an effort which has beim successful to a degree. The dormitories 
were well arranged, and, with bedding contained therein, comfortable and clean, and the bath
rooms, school-room, and recreation ground well suited for the wants of the Institution. 

While the education of the boys is well attended· to, steps are taken to teach them an 
. occupation which will enable them to leave the school well prepared to engage in the battle of life. 

For this purpose practical· carpenters, a gardener, and a farmer have been engaged for the 
instruction of the boys. Though not in accord with the evidence of the Superintendent, we are of 
opinion that it would be ·advisable in some instances to send boys to the Government Farm for 
instruction in farming on ·a more extended scale than that which can be carried on at their own 
school. Provision dou.btless could be made for the safe keeping of the boys whilst at the 
Farm; and when at work they would have the benefit of the practical supervision and instruction 
of the M.anager of the Farm. 

In many instances the good work done in this Institution is nullified by the selfish conduct 
.of parents, who, on the expiration of their children'.s sentences (at which time the control 
of the Managers of the Reformatory ceases), inducE). them to leave the employment in 
which they have been placed, claim· the wages which have. been earned. during their term of 
servitude, and expend them for. their own selfish ends, leaving the boys again open -to all the 
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temptations incident to their penniless position. In Victoria this evil is guarded against by ~n Act 
which makes boys placed in similar Institutions wards of the Managers until the age of 21, thus 

· freeing them from the control of vicious relatives until they are capable of exercising a responsible 
judgment as to their future actions. 

The system of licensing out the boys to employers who can provide them with labou~ited to 
their mental and physical calibre, and whose character warrants the Ma.nagers i~_ustrrfg their 
charges to their care, has proved satisfactory. The Superintendent, in his Report foP 1887, states 
that 24 boys have been licensed during the year, and on the whole have done _well, several 
satisfactory letters having been received from gentlemen who have employed them. Under this 
system (due enquiry having been made) the lads are licensed to their employers at first for a term 
of three months, after which, if all is satisfactory, their engagement is continued until the end of their 
sentence, the l\fanagers and the Secretary making arrangements as to the amount of wages to be paid. 
Each lad on being licensed is provided with a good outfit of clothes, thus precluding the necessity 
for outlay in that direction for some time. Wages are forwarde<l monthly to the- Secretary, who 
places them in the Savings' Bank to the credit of the boys earning them. The boys whilst licensed 
out are not lost sight of by the Managers, letters being frequently sent to the masters and the boys 
themselves asking for tidings as to their welfare. As an additional precaution, the Managers should 
induce the police in country districts to visit and report to them the condition of the lads. 

In the Super1ntendent's last report he deems it needful that something· should be done to 
discourage the practice of absconding-. At present, should a boy abscond, the time he is absent 
from the school is considered part of his sentence. 'rhe suggestion, in the same report, that the boy 
be required to serve two days for every one on which he is unlawfully absent from the school, 
would, if carried into effect, greatly tend to diminish the evil. _ · 

From personal inspection, we are able to give our unqualified approval of the manner in 
which this institution is conducted, and feel confident that it iR a great benefit to those boys who~e 
offences have caused them to be placed within its walls. 

10. GrnLs' TRAINING ScHOOL REFORMATORY, HoBART. 

In this establishment nothing also was found which would call for censure. The inspection, 
like others, was made without notice, and· the Institution seen in its ordinary working order. 
The girls, of whom there were nine, were neatly clad and healthy, their ages varying from 
15 to 18. 

The management is firm and economical, and almost self-supporting. Of an annual 
expenditure of £400 15s. for the year 1887, no less a sum than £282 4s. ld. was earned 
by the _girls themselves, being proceed:;: of washing done at the Reformatory. The Government 
grant to the establishment during the same year was only £141 12s. 2d. 

Some steps should be taken to alter the forbidding aspect of the interior of this building. It 
was originally a military prison, and still presents all the external and internal evidence of its 
former use. The girls are nightly locked in the old military cells, in the same manner as that 
in which criminals in gaol are dealt with. This is not as it should be. The inmates of the 
institution are not there solely for punishment, but, as the name of the establishment denotes, to be 
reformed ; and surely this end would be sooner attained if the building in which they must spend 
their period of detention were made as much as possible like the home they will inhabit when 
their freedom is regained. An improved morale would be encouraged by allowing the girls more 
frequent access to the outer world, should their behaviour be of a nature to warrant it. Similar 
liberty has been given to deserving boys in the Boys' Training School, with satisfactory results. 

It is a matter ofregret that the Hobart Reformatory, which, at the time of inspection, w~s found 
but half tenanted, is not utilised for the reception of girls of the criminal class from Launceston. 
Mr. Alfred Jones, in his evidence (question 1947), says "that many girls are not sentenced, 
because magistrates will not send them to gaol." With an establishment such as the Heformatory 
in existence in the capital, it is a matter of the greatest surprise that Northern magistrates should 
allow young girls the opportunity of plunging deeper into crime unchecked. Room can be found 
for 16 girls in the institution, with no additional expenditure for supervision. 

IV.-HOSPITALS FOR THE INSANE. 

11. HOSPITAL FOR INSANE, NEW NORFOLK, 

The most noticeable defect in this Institution is the exceedingly cramped space it occupies in 
proportion. to the number of inmates it contains. This defect has often been noticed before, 
(e.g., by the Royal Commission on the state of Lunatic Asylums, 1883; the Specialists, Drs. 
Manning, Paterson, and Dick, in 1884; and the Official Visitors, in their Interim and Annual 
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Repo1:t, 1886.) It may be taken for granted that it has been finally decided to continue the Hospital 
for the Insane at New Norfolk: we therefore join with other Commissioners, with the Specialists, 
and with the Official Visitors, in urging on the Government the absolute necessity of at once taking 
the necessary steps to secure the land adjoining. W.e endorse the recommendation, No. 2, of the 
Royal Commission of 1883, with regard to the purchase of fand; the advantages that will be 
gained completely ontweigh any consideratio11s of cost or expense, and the1·e will be room for the new 
buildings which are so imperatively needed. Anything more depressing than the back yard it is 
difficult to picture-; it is dreary to a degree, and must militate against the recovery of the un
fortunates who are placed there. We would be glad to see this portion of the Establishment 
entirely rased and new buildings erected with better accommodation, more light and air, and recent 
appliances. That more ground is required is shown by the fact that in order to provide 
accommodation for the more acute male cases, it is _proposed to erect a building on the present 
grounds already overbuilt, and exactly in front of the cottage occupied by the male paying patients, 
so shutting off completely a very pretty view obtainable from their verandah. vVe strongly 
deprecate the erection of the proposed building on this site. 

By the acquisition of more land in the vicinity of the Hospital, scope for employing the patients 
in healthy recreation could be gained ; there would be room for gardening and vegetable-growing 
on an extended scale-this, all experts state, is the best employment for patients suffering from mental 
derangement; it would be profitable, too, as the vegetables could be supplied to the patients, thus 
forming a much needed cha11ge in their daily diet. A ground for cricket and other games could 
also be found within the boundaries of the Hospital. Lastly, the great advantage of purchasing the 
adjoining land, and closing at all events Burnett-street and Grey-street, would be the seclusion that 
would be obtained for the inmates. Very serious complaints are made that the idea of an asylum, 
that is, a place for the seclusion of the patients, is now entirely lost on account of its closeness 
to the public roads; it is in evidence that persons often climb on the walls to look over, which is a 
source of great annoyance, and owing· to this the more demonstrative female patients have frequently 
to be sent in from the yard (question 497.) The increase in_ the number of visitors to .New Norfolk 
consequent on the opening· of the Derwent Valley Railway will tend to further augment this crying 
evil, which demands instant attention, and we trust that during the coming Session the Legislature 
will grant the necessary pawers to close Grey and Burnett-streets, and provide funds for the 
purchase of the land necessary. 

The urgent necessity for purchasing and erecting a steam laundry and steam saw-mill, and 
proper apparatus for supplying· hot water all over the male division demands immediate attention. 
Dr. lVIacfarlane states that at present (question 472) they have great difficulty in providing- clean 
clothing for the patients, and two night attendants have to keep up big fires to air the sheets; 
and Dr. Crampton states (question 556) that a larg·e amount of washing is left undone in 
consequence of there not being a steam laundry, and that he is told that some of the 
blankets have not been washed for years owing· to the want of washing accommodation. A 
steam saw-mill would do away with the present wood-yard, and set free a large number 
of patients from the depressing work of wood-cutting and sawing for the more healthy and 
profitable occupation of farm and garden culture. A central kitchen, with steam cooking 
apparatus, should be erected in place of the five kitchens at prernnt in the establishment, and this 
could be managed by one cook instead of the three now employed. The one large boiler would 
serve the purpose of providing steam for laundry, kitchen, and saw-mill, and at the same time 
would supply hot water in the male division. 

The necessity for proper accommodation for the attendants is very great; this is extremely 
meagre and unsuitable on the male side, and on the female side the attendants have to use the 
kitchen for a dining and sitting-room, aud their sleeping accommodation is not what it should be. 

The absence of proper administrative buildings is very marked; both the medical men in 
charge live outside the walls of the institution. There is a need for a waiting-room, so that 
visitors should not, as now, upon entering the gates be immediatelr thrown amongst the patients. 

More stringent rules should be made with regard to visitors to the institution, especially casual 
visitors, who now can go any day, and at any hour of the day, and occupy the time of the atten
dants to a considerable extent. .'fwo days a week should amply suffice, with discretionary power 
given to the medical officers to admit friends of patients who have come from long distances. 

The grounds generally should be made more attractive by planting ornamental trees, shrubs, 
and flowers. This would render the Asylum more pleasant as an abode, and give employment to 
the patients now engaged in the wood-yard. The back. yard especially might be vastly improved and 
made more cheerful by removing some of the buildings, and laying part of the space out in gardens. 

During our visit we saw a very large quantity of disused clothing, boots, and bedding, the 
accumulation of over four years. The custom of allowing such articles to be about the building 
decomposing year after year is very offensive, and must have a bad effect from a sanitary point of 
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view. On, enquiry we learnt that these articles have to be condemned by the Colonial Store
keeper before they are-allowed to be destroyed. 'l'he length of time that elapses between each visjt 
paid by the Storekeeper allows the accnmufation of a large amount of rubbish. Unless· arrange
ments could be made for that officer to visit the Asylum at least once every three months to 
examine articles proposed to be condemned, we would advise that the Official Visitors should 
be empowered to condemn them. 

·1t is· highly desirable that the interior of the wards should be made more cheerful. To· effect 
this more pictures are required ; more newspapers and illustrated papers would contribute· to the 
entertainment of the patients. Towards this end, and to allow of more frequent picnics, 
drives, concerts, and other forms of recreation, for which no provision is made, we sugges-; that a 
sum of money (say, £100) be placed on the annual Estimates to be handed over to the Medical 
Superintendent for these purposes. It is suggested that a chapel should be built for religious 
services, and it was pointed out that this would have a beneficial influence on the patients. 
While endorsing this opinion, we think that the other matters which_ we have drawn attention to 
above should have first consideration. 

The Medical Superintendent states that the recommendations of the Official Visitors as to the 
supply of appliances for extinguishing fire have been attended to, but that a higher pressure of 
water is still needed to enable them to throw water over the whole of the buildings, having in view 
the horrors that would ensue should a fire take place in an establishment of this class. We recom
mend that steps be at once taken to ensure the needed pressure. 

12. CASCADES HOSPITAL FOR THE INSANE. 

The buildings and the site on which th.ey are erected have been the cause of much comment in 
the past, having been originally erected and used for female prisoners, and it has often been 
propo;;ed to remove all the inmates to New Norfolk. To carry out this proposal would cost, as 
shown in evidence, at least £15,000 for the additional accommodation that would be necessary. 
The inmates are almost entirely the Imperial prisoners who were brought from Port Arthur in 1877, 
and no hope can be entertained of these men being restored to their senses, even under the 
most favourable conditions. We agree with Dr. Smart ( question 426) that, allowing 20 years as 
the probable time when the inmates of the Cascades Asylum will have ceased to exist, it would be 
unwise to incur so great an expenditure for so short a time. Steps might be taken to make 
provision at New Norfolk for the retention of any local criminal lunatics and men confined during 
Her Majesty's pleasure, in a building completely separated from the present Hospital for Insane, 
before the Cascades Asylum ceases to be used for its present purposes, which it wili presumably be 
when the last survivor of the Imperial prisoners dies. Immediate provision should be made to 
provide suitable accommodation at New ~ orfolk for ·very violent and· dangerous cases; some of 
such cases being difficult to deal with there on account of the want of single room accommodation, 
are now transferred to the Cascades, thus tending to continue the use of this building for a 
purpose it was never designed for and can neYer be made suitable for. 

The staff that is now maintained at the Asylum has been the subject of much serious 
consideration, and, after much deliberation, the conclusion has been arrived at that it 
might be reduced without in any way impairing efficiency. The medical testimony as to 
the necessity for having a medical man as Superintendent of the Asylum is divided, 
some of the witnesses called thinking· that a daily visit from a Hobart medical man, with 
whom the institution would be at all times in telephonic communication, would suffice for all 
requirements. But the weight of evidence inclined to the view that it would be undesirable 
to leave this institution without a medical man available at all times in the day. We have adopted 
the latter view, and, while doing so, consider that many of the duties now performed by the Head 
Attendant might be more advantageously performed by the Surgeon-Superintendent. He should 
be made entirely responsible for the internal arrangement and management of the Asylum a,; well 
as attending to his professional duties in connection with the Institution; thus all orders should be 
given to· the attendants direct instead of through the medium of the Head Attendant. The 
Surgeon-Superintendent should, by making- frequent visits throug·h the establishment, see that 
every order is carried _out, and that every detail of duty is properly performed. He should also 
pay occasional visits at the meal hours to see that the food is properly cooked and served; and 
also unexpectedly at night time to. see that the attendants are duly performing their duties. 
Fixed hours should Le laid down in the rules at which the Superintendent should be at liberty· to 
leave the Institution, and arrangements should be made for the immediate attendance of a Hobart 
doctor should any emergency arise during the hours fixed for his absence. Having regard to the 
small size of this Institution, we consider that all the above-named duties should be performed by 
the Surgeon-Superintendent, and that the services of the Head Attendant could be dispensed with. 
If this course were adopted, it might be found advisable to have a third under-attendant, who 
should perform the light duties of storekeeper and clerk, and could also take his share of the work 
in the yards. 
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· It is of the greatest importance that a revised set of rules be at once published. The existing 
rnles were drawn up in 1877, and have since been altered only in matters of detail. One of the 
under-attendants states (question 307) he had not seen a copy of these rules during the 14 months 
that he had been in the Institution. Another under-attendant thinks the rules were destroyed two 
or three year.s ago (question 399.) An attendant states he had not seen the written rules for some 
months. It is of great importance that everyone connected with an Institution like this should 
have his d';lties clearly defined and made known to him. If this suggestion be adopted the duties 
we have assigned to the Surgeon-Superintendent should be detailed, and the daily and annual leave 
of absence to be enjoyed by each official should be set forth. 

A stop-clock, similar to those in use at New Norfolk, shonld be supplied to this Institution to 
insure the proper performance of night duties. 

There should be a strict prohibition against any employment of the attendants for work not 
strictly connected with the Institution. 

More use should be made of the recreation ground by taking all the patients able to go there 
for some hours every day provided that the weather permits. 

The present indiscriminate admission of casual visitors should be checked immediately, 
especially in large numbers, as it is injurious to the patients, and takes the attendants away from 
their proper duties. We therefore recommend that visitors should only be admitted on the order 
of the Chief Secretary or Surgeon-Superintendent, and then, except in the case of relatives or 
connexions of patients, on stated days, at fixed hours, and in small numbers. 

We were surprised to learn from the evidence (questions 213 and 214) that the Surgeon
Superintendent has been in the habit of keeping· animals, the produce of which has been sold to the 
officials of the establishment. We strongly recommend that this practice be immediately discontinued. 

We found six paupers eng·aged in light work within the Asylum; this arrangement meets 
with our approval, as .it provides suitable employment for this class of men, at small cost to the 
Government. We hope that further assistance, when needed, will be drawn from this same source. 
The general appearance of the patients left the impression that hardly sufficient attention was paid 
by the authorities to the cleanliness of their persons and of their clothes. • 

Attention was drawn to the fact of some patients receiving indulgences not allowed to others. 
We are of opinion that in no case should the ordinary discipline of the institution be departed from. 

The issue of medical comforts in this establishmE>nt should be made on a more liberal scale, 
and the quality of the spirits and wine issued should be gTeatly improved. 

We conclude our remarks on this Institution and the New Norfolk Hospital for Insane by 
adding our 'testimony to the useful work being carried on by the Official Visitors. 

V.-HOSPITALS. 

13. GENERAL HOSPITAL, HOBART. 

Very considerable satisfaction was experienced in g·oing over this Hospital. Everything within 
the building was found in perfect order, and the general management appeared to leave little that 
could be desired. A few improvements in matters of detail connected with the Institution could 
be made with advantage, and these are indicated as follows. 

With regard to the treatment of patients, it was thought advisablfi to call witnesses who had 
been in the Hospital, and their testimony confirmed the favourable impressions we formed 
during our inspection. Mr. Charles Harbottle, late Mayor of Hobart, who was taken into 
the Hospital after the great railway accident in ]886, and remained the.re 27 days, during which 
time he was treated as other patients, stated ( question 3367), "that no words· that any person can 
use could speak too highly of the Institution. The attendance of both nurses and doctors was 
good; the food and anything else required did not require to be asked for-the attendants seemed 
intuitively to guess what was required; nothing could be cleaner, not only in his own bed but also 
in thfl beds of the other patients; the cooking was very good, and the food of good quality, and, 
generally speaking, put before the patients in such a way that a fastidious person could not find fault." 
Mr. C. H. Grant, the Manager of the Tasmanian Main Line Railway, who was being treated at 
the Hospital at the time. of our visit, expresses himself in somewhat similar terms. He stated 
(question 3207),-" that he was in every way satisfied with his treatment generally; he was 
thoroughly satisfied with the attendance and food; everything seemed to him to be as comfortable 
as could be desired, not only for himself but for all other persons ; the food was admirably cooked 
and well served; he did not believe the statement that people were not well treated, more especially 
in regard to the food and beef-tea ; he had the same beef-tea as the other patients, and it was 
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very good ; the linen was clean, and frequently changed, but that he had seen stains on it from 
preparations such as iodine and nitrate of silver, which ignorant people might think arose from 
other causes (question 3li6); the system of supervision was very good, and the result was that 
the patients were well looked after." Not content with this evidence, strong as it is, we picked at 
random upon one of the patients, by name Patrick Kennar, who was wandering about in. the 
Hospital grounds, and without previous notice summoned him. His evidence went entirely to. 
corroborate the two previous witnesses. "He had then been in the Hospital for over a fortnight, 
being under treatment for consumption. He stated, that he had been well treated ; nothing could 
be better than the attendance of the nurses ; the food was good ; he got a clean shirt every week, 
and the bed linen was frequently changed ; the beef-tea was good; he had nothing to complain of, 
nor did the other patients with whom he mixed complain at all in his hearing, but all seemed to be 
satisfied." We feel convinced that any complaints raised against the cleanliness or general 
comfort of the ·H.ospital are wholly groundless; and we are not fortgetful that such complaints are 
sometimes raised by persons who come from comfortless homes, and who ought to feel grateful 
that they have such comfort and luxury as is afforded them in this Institution. 

Of late there have been several charges of malpractice and ill-treatment with regard to 
Hospital patients levelled against the paid and honorary staff. One of these charges has been 
made the subject of enquiry in the Supreme Court, and another by· a Board appointed for the 
purpose, with the result in both cases that neither were substantiated. Into these cases we diJ. 
not deem it necessary to make any further investigation, being quite satisfied with the verdicts 
given. With regard to the other charges of malpractice and ill-treatment, we found, after full 
investigation, that they were without foundation ; and we give it as our undoubted opinion that 
the staff are in every waf thoroughly competent to have charge of this Institution, and are 
deserving of full confidence at the hands of the public. Especial praise is due to them for .the 
admirable way they conducted the Hospital under the severe and trying strain caused last year 
by the epidemic of typhoid fever. We recommend that a book be kept, at all times available for 
the patients, and that each patient before leaving the Hospital be invited to write in it any complaints 
they niay desire to make of their treatment during their sojourn at the Hospital. If this be 
adopted, every complaint will become the immediate subject of investigation, instead of being left 
until the circumstances of the case are almost forgotten, and fewer fancied grievances will be 
brought up in public to the annoyance of those connected with the management, and to the injury 
of the Institution. 

The buildings and grounds are capable of improvement, in .several directions, at no great cost. 
The old disused buildings about the grounds should be at once pulled down and removed; the 
vacant pieces of ground on Campbell-street and Argyle-street should have the rubbish removed there
from, and be enclosed with a suitable fence, and then properly laid out as a garden. Bettei· store 
accommodation is required, and the kitchen should be brought up to modern requirements .. A 
separate ward is needed for male patients suffering from delirium tremens, the present quarters 
being very bad. The Nurses' Home, though very comfortable, does not provide adequate 
sleeping accommodation for all the staff. The bath-room and closets in the old hospital require 
improving ; and there should be a speaking-tube or telephonic communication between the wards 
arid the Nurses' Home. 

The questions asked concerning the positions · occupied by the House Surg·eon and the 
Honorary Medical Officers respectively evoked answers of a very divergent nature, and we found 
it difficult to arrive at a satisfactory solution of this question. At the present time the House 
Surgeon has no patients· allotted entirely to his own care : he has merely to carry out the 
instructions of the Honorary Medical Staff, and act in their absence or in case of emergency. This, 
it is said, is a bar to any well qualified man from holding the office for any very lengthened 
period. On the other hand, we would be sorry to hand over such a large Institution as this, 
with its enormous responsibility, to the sole care of any medical man; and it would be difficult 
to.find any one with the necessary qualification for such a responsible charge without very largely 
increasing the emoluments at present provided for the House Surgeon. It was suggested by Dr. 
Thompson (questions 1572, 1573) that the House Surgeon should have a .certain number of beds 
entirely under his own care, and should take his turn with the Honorary Staff among the patients 
admitted. Against this it was urged that if the present .limited number of patients were 
further subdivided the doctors who now give up so much of their time to the poor without remunera
tion would have so little to <lo that they would cease to take as much interest in the Hospital as they 
at present evince. After full consideration we have arrived at the conclusion that it is undesirable 
to make any change in the existing system. 

It has often been suggested that provision should be made at the General Hospital for the 
admission of a wealthier class of patients, who should pay for their medical attendance as well 
as for their maintenance ; this suggestion was again repeated in the evidence taken during 
our investigation ; but we are unable to endorse it. It would, in our opinion, set this Hospital 
in opposition to the medical profession generally, and the State would doubtles~, before long, 
be deprived of the valuable services of the Honorary Medical Staff. This would be a serious 
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evil, for the care of the Hospital could not safely be handed over entirely to the paid medical staff, 
antl, if it were, no one could be found to· undertake such onerous duties as ·would have to 
be performed without a very con•siderable increase of salary and consequent expense to the Colony. 
There is a further and more weighty · argument against adopting such ·a course. The General 
Hospital is essentially a 'charitable ·institution supported by Government funds, assisted by the 

·gratuitous services of the Honorary Staff, and· intended to provide for the care and treatment of 
such of the citizens as are unable to provide for themselves, and in no way designed to provide for 
those who can afford to pay. Provision such· as this is -usually afforded in a private hospital 
supported by voluntary contributions; and the tax-payers have done their duty when they have 
made provision for those in indigent -circumstances, and should not be called upon to provide 
for the wealthier classes. The growing practice of allowing those who can afford to be treated 
in their own homes to· enter this Hospital, should, in our opinion, be discouraged in every 
possible way, except in the :cases of accident and infectious ·disease. · 

From Mr. Morris's evidence we learn that over fifty per cent. of the fees due by the patients 
were lost to the Institution, and that a commission of ten per cent. was paid on those collected. 
It also transpired that patients are allowed to leave the Hospital without any payment for their 
maintenance being demanded; the accounts due being afterwards placed in the hands of a collector, 
entailing, as before stated, a loss of ten per cent. In Launceston the commission paid to the 
Collector is only five per cent., the Secretary collecting, where possible, the fees due before the 
patients leave the Hospital. We would recommend th·at the system in vogue in Launceston be 
adopted in Hobart, as it is necessary that som·e change should be made in a system which entails 
such serious loss to the Institution. · · . · 

· Another suggestion was made, that every medical man throughout the · Southern part of the 
Colony should be allowed, after sending a patient to the Hospital, to treat him there. We fail to 
see th_e advantages that would accrue from the adoption of this course, while the evils are 
obvious. . If all medical men, without discriminat~on, were allowed to treat the~r own patients_ in J 
the Hospital, control over the conduct of the Medical Staff would cease ; the duties of the Hospital , 
would be divided among so ·many doctors, and there would be so few patients to be treated by each' 
of them, that they would take less interest in the patients confided· to their care, and devote less 
time to the institution generally than is at present done by the Honorary Staff; and further, we 
think that if the medical men of the community are anxious to see such an idea carried into 
force, it~yld _be_ m.Q!:_e _ fitti!!g_thaJ__t_hey. __ sl!o.u.lg. __ :pr<;>yide ___ a __ priva te_hospital _for_ their own- .con'"--
~li~P.~8-.1!-~e !at~1_e_r_t4_a~~~~k tng _ _Q()ye!nlllent to s~:r,ply _tl!e:eJCtensive ~~<.lQm:mo_datiQn recj_uir~d to mee~. 
t ___ ei_r-owz:i. J)r_ivat(;l _'fltnts. · · · 

The composition of the Hospital Board formed the subject of much· anxious thought. By 
some it is co;nsidered that the Board, consisting as it does of 17 members, is too large and 
unwieldy; but to us it appears likely that a numerous Board it1 pro_hahly---.r~rrese.n_t_ative-of 
~y sections in the community, and permits a wider selection in the formation of the various sub
committees appointed from among the members of the Board. It 'has sometimes been suggested 
that the Board should be wholly or in part elected },?y the ratepayers of the Southern half of the 
Colony. We have heard of no plan, nor can we concfil._w_on.E',.,. that would provide adequately for the 
conduct of such an election. It is not stated whether every ratepayer should have a similar right 
of voting·, or whether the voting should be in proportion to the amount contributed by each to the 
general ·taxation. It has been suggested as a possible means of popularising the Institution and 
economising the funds ·thereof, that a, system of private subscription might be inaugurated,- the· 
suLscribers having a ·voice in the election of the management. We recommend this suggestion to 

_ ! the careful attention of the Government. Considerable difference of ·opinion exists as to the relative 
\ value of_ elective and no~inee ~oard~; bu~-w~ are unable to~g_gest any scheme which wouldr_ende_:r 
1 

an elective syste'm practicaJ:>J~ _ _l.!!J!i~ ]E._~t~tQg<m, 

The erection of a ·homceopathic ward next caine under our consideration. Upon this 
point we are divided, and consequently Tefrain from m:akitig any suggestions. With regard to 
hydropathic treatment, we are of opinion that the erection of a Turkish bath would be attended 
with beneficial :results.· · · ·. · · 

A general revision of Rules seems· desirable,· and is, we are informed, being proceeded with. 
The difficulties that occurred in 1886 between the House Surgeon ari.d the Lady Superintendent 
were, in a large measure, attributable· to the abs·ence of rules clearly defining the duties and functions 
of each official. It should be made impossible for such questions to arise,· and this can only be done 
by a complete code of Rules, making provision to meet every contingency. 

. It seemed to us that more complete arrangements might · be made for the training of students, 
and encoui-agemerit be given to students from· the·· other ·colonies to attend · a· course of anatomy at
this'hospital (question '1877). A more systematic•training of nurses should be ·put in force as soon 
as the existing strain caused by the 'prevailing epidemic of typhoid ·fever is·at an'end. 

. . ', .. . :I, I ' _.,., ! ., . . . ' 
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• • The purchase of the property situate in Liverpool and Campbell streets, now in private hands, 
so as to place the Hospital in possession of the complete block, was brought under our notice ; and, 
as the land can in all likelihood be purchased now for as low a price as in the future,. and will here
after be required for necessary extensions to the buildings and the erection of a proper Nurses'· 
Home, we commend the purchase to the consideration of the Government. 

No evidence was forthcoming that would in any way substantiate the charges that from time. 
to time have been publicly levelled against the Management of the Institution, although every 
facility was offered for its production. 

14. LAUNCESTON HOSPITAL. 

Although the foundations of the building are reported to be defective, the Hospital, we are 
pleased to report, was found to be in a condition of perfect ordflr, the management all that could 
be desired, the nursing and medical staff well trained and effective, the building itself well 
arranged, well ventilated, in a good position, and adequately p1·ovided with appliances. 

The system observed in this Hospital with regard to the Medical Officers is unlike that in 
vogue in any other similar institution of which we have any knowledge. The Surgeon-Superin
tendent and the Assistant Surgeon divide the charge of patients as they come in between them, and 
treat them separately, only co-operating when necessary, the former being held responsible for the 

, working of the entire hospital; and the honorary surgeons, four in number, are vnly called in for 
consultations, last year only about 12 consultations being held. The advisability of continuing this 
system, by which so much responsibility is thrown upon two men, and by which the local medical men 
are deprived of almost all interest in the hospital, is a question that engaged, our attention. On the 
other hand, we had to consider the very excellent manner in which the Hospital is conducted, the 
well-known confidence felt by the people at large in the management, the ability and zeal of the 
present Surgeon-8uperintendent, and the amicable relations existing between the medical staff and 
the Hospital Board. We feel that the latter considerations are of such a weighty nature, and no 
call being made for any change, we do not recommend any alteration in the present system. 

It is urgently necessary that a small sum be appropriated annually to enable minor repairs 
to be immediately effected. Dr. Thompson gave us several instances where serious damage· 
and much inconvenience by the delay of the Public 1Vorks Department was caused in repairing 
broken water pipes, panes of glass, &c.-(question 1592). The extravagance displayed in the 
erection of the boiler-house, the absence of insulation in the case of hot-water pipes causing 
the loss of much heat, _and the want of proper supervision in the erection of the hydraulic 
cylinder, were all brought under our attention. We were also informed that the foundations of 
the hospital are riddled like a rabbit warren, and need an immediate survey (question 1600). 
These facts we commend to the notice of the Lands and Works Department. 

The revision of-the Rules requires to be taken in hand at once, as suggested by the Surgeon
Superintendent, and should contain the detailed duties of everyone connected with the Hospital. 

'l'he want of proper accommodation for male attendant~, who now have to sleep in the wards, 
was brought under our notice, and requires remedying, as also the necessity of proper accommoda
iton for delirium tremens patients, who now have to be treated in the general wards, with serious 
inconvenience and danger to the other patients. Provision should also be made for the observation 
at the Hospital of suspected lunatics, who are now taken to the Gaol for that purpose, and there 
have to associate with ordinary p~soners, and are thus subjected to influences which must have a 
most prejudicial effect. 

It was stated that if the stores were supplied locally instead of as at present from the 
Colonial Storekeeper, it would result in a saving on the yearly cost, because only what was. 
required would have to be purchased, and thus the risk of loss through ordering more than could 
be used during the six months, and the troublesome delays caused in the process of sending for 
stores through the Colonial Storekeeper would be removed, less clerical work would have to be 
performed, and the present store-room could be utilised for hospital purposes. We submit this. 
suggestion to the consideration of the Government. 

15. CAMPBELL TowN HosPITAL. 

We found this hospital to be an old brick building in very bad repair, the rooms being small' 
and most inconveniently situated ; the .furniture, dormitories, and bedding all clean, but of the 
most meagre and primitive description, no spring mattresses being supplied. There is no bath
room, the only available l;>ath being an old plunge, which was filled from the kitchen boiler when 
hot water was required. There are no instruments or surgical appliances belonging to the 
hospital, the medical officer in charge having to supply his own. 



, · It is apparent that this hospital sh~uld 'be no longer continued in the present building, and 
the question arose whether it was necessary to continue a hospital in .Campbell Town largely at 
Government expense, in view of the increased facilities afforded by the railway for reaching the 
Government hospitals at Launceston and Hobart. Taking into consideration that the hospital had 
been started 30 years ago· by local effort, and had during that time been liberally assisted by the 
voluntary snbscriptions of the inhabitants,-viewing, too, the fact that the recently opened line to 
Fingal will probably increase the number of patients, who would otherwise be taken to Launceston, 
and that Campbell Town is well suited by reason of its· position and climate for such an institution,
the conclusion was arrived at that it was desirable that Government- should· continue its support 
to the hospital. 

For a new hospital there is a ·sum of £2200 ·available, which should suffice for the erection 
and equipment of a modern building likely to suffice for the requirements of .the locality for 
many years tQ come. Though this money has been available for some time, no steps have been 
taken to expend it, owing, apparently, to the difficulty in deciding upon the most suitable site. 
We carefully viewed the different sites proposed for the new building, and determined that 
the block of land at the back of the Post and Telegraph Office, and overlooking the Riccarton 
estate, is in every way the most desirable and best suited for the purpose. . We advise that if the 
building is not at once proceeded with the Government should withdraw the grant in aid until the 
erection of the new hospital. 

A new Board of Management had been formed shortly before our visit, and was working, as 
far as we could learn, for the best interests of the hospital. While we deprecate this institution 

· becoming wholly a Government one, yet, considering the large amount of money annually voted 
for its maintenance,-£200, as compared with £67 raised by voluntary subscription last 
year,-it is only right that the Government should have some voice in· the management, 
and recommend that at least one member of the Board should be appointed by the Governor in 
Council to hold office for a term of two years. We also think that the Medical Officer in charge, 
who is practically an honorary medical officer, seeing that he receives a salary of only £50, out of 
which he has to provide medicines and surgical appliances, should also be a member of the Board. 

A complete set of rules defining clearly the duties and privileges of the Board, the Medical 
Officer in charge, the Honorary Medical Officers, the Matron, &c. shouJd ?e prepared forthwith. 

16. MouNT BISCHOFF PROVIDENT HosPITAL. 

·This hospital receives a grant of £200 a year from the Government, provided the sum of £150 be 
raised by subscription. After due consideration we felt they would not be justified in incurring 
the great expense that a personal visit to W aratah would entail, and nothing came to our 
knowledge that showed the necessity for summoning witnesses to attend in Hobart to give 
any evidence on the matter. We therefore have the honour to direct your attention to.the seventh 
Annual Report ~f the Hospital for the ye~r ending 31st _Decembe·r, 1887, which is now in our 
hands. · · . 

17. HosPITAL .FOR CoNTAGIOirs DISEASES, CASCADES. 

This establishment was found, at the time of our visit, unoccupied by any patients. The 
interior of the building and yard was in good order, but the Matron pointed out serious leaks in the 
ward which is used for the purposes of the Contagious Diseases Act. The kitchen and dormitories, 
in which there is accommodation for 15 patients, were found, to be all that is .required for an 
institution of this class. We noted that no proper bath-room was provided, the only substitute 
being an ancient hip-bath placed in one of the old cells, and we are of opinion that this want should 
at once be attended to. We notice that the Contagious Diseases Act lacks provision for the control 
a~d discipline of patients when under treatment. · 

Dr. Coverdale, the Medical Officer of the Institution, states in his Report for the year 1887, 
that there were 36 admissions to the Hospital, as against, 11 in each of the past two years of the 
operation.of the Act; and goes on to say, "That in regarding the number of admissions it would be 
Inisleading to suppose that they would approximately.indicate the amount of disease said to exist 
in the metropolis;" and further, that "there is no little difficulty in believing that the greatly reduced 
numbers of late r~ally mean a corresponding diminution of disorder." Though the operation of the 
Contagious Diseases Act has doubtless greatly decreased disease, it may be that Dr. Coverdal<>'s 
surmise · as to its prevalence is correct, though it. is the opi1Uon of Detective-Sergeants Delaney 
and Franklin that the town is comparatively .clean as far as prostitutes .. are concerned, but those 
officials are of opinion that it would tend to the more effective. working of the ,Act if the prostitutes 
were prevented from obtaining clean certificates from medical rp.en, af! the practice has in many 
instances the effect of rendering the action of the police nugatory, as they can take no further steps 
on the production of a medical certificate. lt frequently happens that diseased gi;rls, on. receiving a 
notice to appear for examination, use certain chemicals which temporarily obliterate all traces of the 
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disease, and then submit themselves to the examination of a private practitionei'., who in good faith· 
gives them clean certificates, which at once exempt them from any further interference on the part 
of t~e police.· Evidence has also been given to the effect that in some in~tances diseased girls, on 
receipt of a summons for examination, have induced healthy friends to submit themselves in their 
names to the examination of private practitioners, whose certificates have allowed the suspected girls 
to defy the police and go on their way unexamined and uncured. To meet these evasions of the 
Act, we submit that the officer appointed by the Governor in Council under the Contagious 
Diseases Act be empowered to order any suspected· prostitute · to be detained for immediate 
examination by some medical man appointed for the purpose, and thus deprive them of any chance 
of eluding medical supervision and temporary restraint. · 

18. HOSPITAL FOR CONTAGIOUS DISEASES, LAUNCESTON •. 

The hospital is situated in a portion of the Launceston Gaol, and at the time of inspection 
contained two patients. The control is in the hands of a Matron in receipt of a salary of £30 per' 
annum, which we are of opinion is inadequate remuneration for the duties that official has to 
perform. The condition of the hospital, the rooms, and the appliances, called for an expression 
of the highest approbation. 

19. LYING-IN HOSPITAL, CASCADES. 

There was but one inmate at the time of your Commissioners' inspection. The Hospital has 
two wards, affording accommodation for five cases. These, though sparsely furnished, were clean 
and in good order, as was the whole of the establishment. The beds were iron ones of the 
old convict type, quite unsuited for the condition in which the occupants of this Hospital must 
necessarily be .. The scale of diet was considered satisfactory and ample. The kitchen was only 
in course of construction, and not in working order. We would suggest that suitable beds be 
provided for the women who are compelled to use this building. In all other respects we find the 
institution fitted for its purpose. 

VI.-CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS. 

20. NEw TowN CHARITABLE INSTITUTION. 

The majority of the inmates of this i:lstitution consists of the remnants of a rapidly. 
decreasing class of persons sent to this ·colony in bygone days, and then often treated in such a. 
manner as to unfit them, when given their freedom, to provide for their declining years, and so tci 
throw them upon the charity of the colony. This class is year by year becoming· smaller; 
and at no very distant date will become extinct. When this time arrives we hope that the 
resources of the colony will be less heavily taxed to provide a home for persons who now 
are found in such large numbers in our ins-itutions, for we believe that, though inevitable 
accident or natural improvidence will prevent our ever being free from those who are unable 
or neglect to lay by sufficient for their old age, still their own pride will prevent them from be
coming a burden upon the more provident members of the community. Our contention that 
a large factor in the cost of our charitable institutions is attributable to the relics of the convict days 
of the colony is borne out by the following figures :-In the New Town Charitable Institution the 
inmates were classified as follows on the 1st May, 1888 :-Free by servitude, 504; free to the colony, 
122; natives, 46. At the Invalid Depot, Launce3ton, where in the Annual Reports the civil condition 
i5 always given-a practice we would like to see adopted in. the New Town Charitable. Institution 
for the sake of general in.formation-there were remaining· on the 31st December last a total of 
160 inmates, who were classified thus :-Free by servitude, 130 ; free to the colony, 25; natives, 5. 
The total percentage being-Free by servitude, 82 per cent.; free to the colony, 15 per cent.; 
natives, 3 per cent. 

Such being the case, and as we are of opinion that the resources of the institutions, although 
fully taxed at the present time, and without any prospect of being immediately relieved, will in the 
near future have a considerable burden taken from them, we feel compelled to refrain from 
suggesting any vital changes in the system such as might do much towards improving th~ 
condition of the inmates, but at the same time would entail very considerable expense to the 
colony. From a careful and critical examination of the buildings, and seeing the inmates in their 
daily routine of life, we consider the New Town Charitable Institution economically managed, 
and, as far as circumstances admit, provided with all necessary comforts. There are, however, 
many minor matters to which we deem it our dmy to call attention. · 

The first question to which our attention was called was the necessity for trained female nurse~ 
to attend upon the male invalids. The adoption of this course was strongly insisted on by Dr. 
Barnard, the Medical Officer attending the institution, and by Mr. Seager, the Assistant Superin
tendent; but after the fullest consideration we have determined not to recommend any change from 
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the present system, which appears to work fairly well. From the evidence, and from our own 
observations, the invalids are well cared for, and receive every medical comfort. The class of men 
in the institution are of such habits that very considerable difficulty would be found in obtaining the 
services of respectable w·omen to do the work that would be required of them,-in fact, we think it 
impossible that any woman could be induced to undertake the duties. There would be additional 
buildings required for their accommodation, and the additional cost for wages, rations, clothing, &c. 
would not, in our opinion, be justified. The patients in the hospital of the institution are for the most 
part incurable, and no amount of skilled nursing would be of avail to restore them to health, all the 
curable cases being sent to the General Hospital, where they get the nursing that is_ supposed to be 
wanting in the institution. 

The absence of a fitting ward for patients suffering from cancer is an evil which should be 
remedied without delay. There is one cancer ward, with only three beds. This ward is small, 
ill-ventilated, and insufficient for the requirements of the institution. In it we found three 
patients ; the smell was most offensive, and the temperature far too high, and no attempt had been 
made to screen the patients from the rays of a hot sun streaming through the windows. At the 
time of our visit there were two other patients suffering from this disease occupying the ordinary 
wards, and mixing with the other inmates,-a course which is much to be deprecated. We 
therefore recommend that a sufficiently large and properly ventilated ward be at once set apart 
for this class of patients, and for this class alone. If this were d_one, we would advise that all 
cancer patients that are now in or in future should obtain admission into the Invalid Depot at 
Launceston be removed to New Town, and in this way be kept apart from the other patients. 

The majority of the wards are not sufficiently ventilated. The inmates, we are told, object 
to too much air, and close up the windows and openings. We advise that ventilators on the most 
modern principles, which cannot be closed, and which would not be open to the objection 
of draught, be introduced. Disinfectants should be more freely used about the wards, and the 
system in vogue at the Launceston Invalid Def6t might with advantage be adopted. The 
introduction of gas to replace kerosene lamps now in use would be a great improvement, in 
being safer, cleaner, and in the end more P.conomical. The bathing accommodation is insufficient 
in the hospital wards, and generally is capable of very considerable improvement. One 
washing-trough that we inspected is certainly of a most primitive nature, and calculated to 
spread disease when we consider that it is used by all classes of the inmates. It consists of a wooden 
trough, divided by partitions, and erected round the three sides of a room; the water enters from a 
tap at one end, and passes from one division to the other through holes left at the bottom of the 
partitions until it escapes at the opposite end. Thus, if an inmate who washes iu the upper level 
of the trough should happen to suffer from any infectious disease there is a danger of the infection 
being spread amongst those using the trough at the lower level. In any case the plan is very 
disgusting, and separate washing-places, wholly disconnected with one another, should be introduced. 
From the personal appearance of the men, we are of opinion that sufficient care is not taken to 
enforce habits of cleanliness both in regard to their persons and their clothes. 

The admission to this institution is at present in the hands of the Administrator of Charitable 
Grants as regards applicants from outside Hobart, and practically in the hands of the Hobart 
Benevolent Society as regards applicants from Hobart. We are informed that two-thirds of the 
inmates now in the institution have come from Hobart and its suburbs, and, for reasons we stated 
before, feel averse to a continuance of this dual control. We are of opinion that as this is a Govern
ment institution, and maintained out of the General Revenue, it is not right that the privilege of 
granting admission should be in the hands of a body who are practically irn=isponsible to Government, 
and submit that the sole power of granting admission should be in the hands of the Administrator. 

Knowing the great benefits that are derived in other institutions, such as the Gaols and the 
Lunatic Asylums, from the periodical visits and reports of Official Visitors, we recommend that two 
Official Visitors should be appointed to visit and inspect this institution at intervals not exceeding 
one month. They should be supplied with forms of reports, such as are in use by the Official 
Visitors to the Lunatic Asylums, to be filled in and forwarded to the Chief Secretary after each 
visit. This course would ensure the duties connected with the management being properly 
performed; would give the public increased confidence in the institution they are called 
upon to maintain; would ·be of great assistance to the Ministerial Head of the department; and 
finally, would be an importam racord for the information of Members of Parliament should they 
look into the details of the institution. 

Accommodation for the female paupers is provided in a handsome and spacious building to the 
rear of that occupied by the males. The management, order, and good ventilation of this building 
left nothing to be desired. The inmates were clean in their persons and clothes, and as cheerful 
as could be expected of those advanced to extreme old age. We noticed a verandah surrounding 
the courtyard affording ample shelter from both rain and sun, and are of opinion that this obviates 
any necessity for the proposed new verandah in the front of the building. We also noticed 
the presence of some 10 young children among the aged paupers. 'rhere we.re three who 



XXlll 

had been admitted on the order of the Administrator of Charitable Grants. The Matron stated 
that the care of these children was frequently a cause of serious embarrassment to her. As it is an 
undisputed fact that continued companionship of extreme youth and senility cannot but be injurious 
to the former, and having at our disposal so many homes wherein these children could be placed 
and cared for with others of a similar age, we recommend that the practice of admitting 
children to this institution be at once discontinued. 

. We find that a young coloured woman with her two children, who arrived from the Cape of 
Good Hope some nine months ago, in the hope of finding her husband, was then placed in the 
institution, and has remained there ever since. We do not think the institution is intended for 
females of this class, or that Government should be called upon to provide for any one without some 
attempt having first been made to make them either wholly or partially support themselves. In 
the case we h1:1ve referred to both the woman and children have apparently become -permanent 
charges on the State. 

21. INVALID DEPOT, LAUNCESTON. 

· We are able to record our unqualified approbation of the management of this establishment. 
The chief defect in the Institution is the want of room, which is now being remedied by the erection 
of a new building which will accommodate about 35 inmates. When this is completed a better 
classification will be carried out, and improved hospital accommodation, which is much needed, 
will be provided. The men now sleeping in the gaol, owing to the insufficiency of accommodation 
in the depot, will be brought into the same buildings as the other invalids, and will be under more 
complete supervision. 

The ventilation and sanitary arrangements are all that can be desired, but more facilities for 
bathing and a better supply of hot water is required. The kitchen appliances need improvement, 
as at present only boiled food can be supplied. By the introduction of a stove, roast meat could be 
at times given to the inmates, and thus make a welcome change in their present diet. We were 
informed that a stove, purchased for the hospital but not required there, has been lying in the 
Government store for the last four years. If this stove were supplied to the Invalid Depot it 
would be put to good use, and doubtless would be found a comfort to the institution. 

The quarters occupied by the Hesident Overseer we found from personal observation to be 
most unsatisfactory, and they call for immediate attention at the hands of the Government. They 
are small, damp, and unhealthy, and his children are in consequence always ailing. Dr. Thompson 
reports them to be unfit for habitation (question 1685). 

With respect to this institution, we reiterate our views concerning the advantages of having 
Official Visitors. We endorse the view expressed by Mr. Jones (question 1522) with regard to the 
purchase of 15 acres adjoining the land at Glen Dhu already in the possession of the Government, 
provided it can be purchased upon satisfactory terms. From a personal inspection of the site we 
feel convinced that it will be required for public purposes ere long, and we saw no position in 
Launceston more suitable for the uses to which it will probably be put. 

The female invalids are quartered in the gaol, but completely separated from the prisoners. 
A sentimental objection may be· raised that it is unfair to the inmates to place them in the same 
building ·with prisoners; but we understand that they raise no objection to being placed there. 
The buildings are in every way suitable for their reception, and the work of nursing being done 
by the female prisoners, who look upon this as an indulgence for good conduct, enables the 
authorities to carry on the establishment with great economy, and at the same time with due 
regard to efficiency and the comfort of the inmates. · 

In conclusion, we hope that the results of our labours will materially benefit the condition of 
the Charitable Institutions of the Colony. 

It now only remains for us to to recapitulate our recommendations in brief. 

I.-CHARIT~4.BLE GRANTS. 

I. OuT-DOOR RELIEF. 

1. That in beetowing charitable grants, as little money as practicable should be paid into the· 
recipients' hands; and that when payment of rent is necessary, such rent be paid direct to the 
landlord. 

2. That legal authority be given to the Administrator of Charitable Grants to at once summon 
relatives of recipients of relief to show cause why they should not contribute to their support; and 
power be given the Government to recover any expenses in connection with funerals and transport. 
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2. BENEVOLENT SOCIETY, HOBART. 

3. That Government Grants for charitable purposes be distributed, and admission to 
Government Institutions granted, under Government control. 

4. That the disposal of the Government grant for out-door relief in Hobart be taken 
from the hands of the Society and administered by a Government official. 

5. If the present Government subsidy to the Society be insufficient, an additional sum be. 
contributed from the General Revenue, as in the case of the Launceston Society. 

6. That a Board of gentlemen be appointed to advise and assist the Government in the 
distribution of their out-door relief. 

4. BOARDING-OUT SYSTBM. 

7. That, except under exceptional circumstances, the number of children placed in the care of 
any foster-parent be reduced to four. 

8. 'rhat, where possible, boarded-out children be placed in the country. 

II.-INDUSTRIAL SCHOOLS. 

5. BoYS' Hor.rn, HoBART. 

9. That the boys, when practicable, be sent to the Government Farm for instruction in farming 
on a more extended scale. 

7. GmLs' INnus·r&IAL ScHooL; LAUNCESTON. 

10. That girls under 14 years of age be sent to the State school for education. 

11. That more sleeping accommodation be provided, or the number of girls be reduced. 

III.-TRAINING SCHOOLS; 

9. Boys' TRAINING ScHooLs, CASCADES. 

12. That some of the boys be sent to the Government Farm for instruction in farming. 

13. That the boys be made wards of the Managers of the School until they attain the 
age of 21. · 

14. That, to discourage the habit of absconding, provision be made to detain boys two days for 
every one on which they are unlawfully absent from the school. 

10. GmLs' TRAINING SCHOOL REFORMATORY, HOBART. 
15. That the internal forbidding appearance of the building be improved by doing away with 

its gaol-like aspect. 

16. That the girls should be allowed to have more frequent intercourse with the outer 
world, should their behaviour warrant it. 

17. That girls of the criminal class be sent from Launceston to this Institution. 

IV.-HOSPITALS FOR THE INSANE. 

11. HosPITAL FOR INSANE, NEW NoRFOLK. 

18. That the adjoining land be purchased for the purposes of the Hospita.l. 

19,. That the buildings in the present back yard be rased, and new buildings with better 
appliances erected. . 

20. That legislation be sought which would grant the power to close Grey and Burnett streets. 
and thus secure greater seclusion for the patients. 

21. 'l'hat a·_ steam laundry and a steam saw-mill, and a proper apparatus for supplying hot 
water in the male division, be at once supplied. 
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22. That a central kitchen, with steam cooking apparatus, be erected. 

23. That additional accomm_odation be supplied to the attendants, both on the male and 
female side. -

24. That a waiting-room be supplied for the reception of visitors. 

25. That the reception of casual visitors be limited to two days a week, the medi~al officers 
having discretionary power as to the admission of the friends of patients who have come from long 
distances at any time. 

26. That the grounds generally be made more attractive by planting ornamental trees and 
shrubs. 

27. That the Colonial Storekeeper visit the Hospital at least once every three months to 
examine articles proposed to ,be condemned, or the Official Visitors be empowered to condemn 
them. 

28. That means be at once taken to secure a higher pressure of water. 

29". -That a sum of £100 be placed on the annual Estimates to provide pictures, more news-• 
papers and illustrated papers for the patients, and .also to afford them the means of enjoying more 
frequent picnics and other recreations. · 

30. That a ,chapel be built for religious service : but we consider that our other suggestions 
should have first consideration. 

12. CAS'CADEs HosPITAL FOR THE INSANE. 

31. That ihe services of the Head-Attendant be dispensed with, and his duties performed by 
the Surgeon-Superintendent. 

_ 32. That a revised set of ·Rules be at once published and distributed among the officials, in 
which the duties of the Surgeon-Superintendent and each official should be detailed, and the leave 
of absence to be allowed to each official set forth. · 

33. That a stop-clock, similar to that in New Norfolk Hospital, be supplied to the Institution, 
to ensure the proper performance of night duties. · · -

34. That there be a strict prohibition against the employment of the attendants for any work 
not connected with the Institution. · · 

35. That the issue of medical comforts to the patients be increased, and that the quality of the 
spirits and wines 'SO issued 'be improved. .- · · 

36. That in no case should the ordinary discipline of the Institution as to indulgences granted 
to ·patients be departed from.· . 

37. That the Surgeon-Superintendent be called ·upon to discontinue the practice of selling 
milk to his subordinate officials.; and that all refuse from the Establishment be conveyed to the 
Boys' Training School. 

38. That-ar,r.angements be.made by which the patients· could use their recreation ground every 
fine day. · · · . 

39. That the _present .indisc:r.iminate admissioa of visitors be discontinued, and .that in future 
orders for admission be only obtainable from the Chief 8ecretary or Surgeon-Superintendent, and 
then, except -in the case of relatives and fr.iends,-011ly on stated .days, at fixed hours, ·and in small 
numbers. . · 

40. That more attention be paid by the authorities to the cleanliness of the persons and clothes 
of the patients. .:. . . . · 

V.-HOSPITALS. 

13. GENERAL HOSPITAL, HOBART. 

·4t_ 'That·a:bocik'be kept-a:t the Hospital, ana presented to each patient on leavin~, in ·which 
complaints as to 111-treatment ·or neglect could be written dbwn. · · · 

' .. '· 
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4·2. That the old buildings about the grounds be at once pulled down and removed, and that 
the vacant pieces of ground on Campbell and Argyle streets be suitably fenced and laid out as 
gardens. _ · · . · 

43. That more and better store accommodation be provided. 

44. That a new kitchen, with modern requirements, be erected. 

45. That a separate ward be supplied for male patients sufl:ering from delirium tremens. 

46. That more adequate sleeping accommodation be provided in the Nurses' Home, and that 
there be telephonic communication from thence to the hospital :wards. · 

47. That the bath-room and closet accommodation in the ol,d Hospital building be improved. 

48. That the system as to the collection of hospital fees which obtains in the Launceston 
Hospital be adopted in Hobart. · 

49. That arrangements be made for the training of students,. and encouragement given to 
students from the other colonies to attend a course of anatomy in the Hospital. 

50. That a more systematic training of nurses be put in force, as _soon !l,S the existing strain 
caused by the prevailing epidemic of typhoid fever is at an end. · · · · · 

51. That the property at the angle of Liverpool and· Camphell streets be purchased for the 
.Hospital. 

14. LAUNCESTON .HOSPITAL.· 

52. That a sum be appropriated annually to enable any small repairs to be immediately · 
effected. 

53. That the attention of the Lands and Works Department be called to the loss of heat caused 
by the absence of insulation in the hot-water pipes of the boiler, and also to the foundations of the 
Hospital, which, as we are informed, are riddled like a rabbit warren, and need an immediate 
survey. 

54. That the preparation of revised Rules should be begun at once, such Rules to contain the. 
detailed duties of every one connected with the Hospital. 

55. That proper sleeping accommodation be pro~ided the male attendants, who have now to 
sleep in the wards. . · 

56. That a ward be constructed for the accommodation of patients suffering from delirium 
tremens. 

57. That provision should be made in this Hospital for the observation of suspected lunatics. 

15. CAMPBELL 'l'owN · HosPITAL. 

· 58. That in the· event of the ~rection of the new Hospital not being at once proceeded with, 
_ the Government withhold their grant in aid until it is completed. 

59. That one· member of the Board be appointed by the Governor m Council, to hold office 
for two years. · . 

60. That the Medical Officer in (1harge be ex officio a member of the Board. 

61. That a complete set of Rules clearly defining the duties and privileges of the Board, the 
Medical Officer in Charge, the Honorary Medical Officer, the Matron, &c. should be prepared 
forthwith. 

17. HOSPITAL FOR CONTAGIOUS DISEASES, CASCADES. 

62. 'l'hat a proper bathroom be at once provided, and that the faulty condition of the roofs 
be attended to. . 

63. That the ·officer· appointed by the Governor in Council under the Contagious Diseases Act 
be empowered to order any 1mspected prostitute to be detained for immediate examination by some 
medical man appointed by the Government for the purpose .. 
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18. HOSPITAL FOR CONTAGIOUS DISEASES, LAUNCESTON. 
64. That the remuneration ·of the Matron be made adequate to the duties which she has to 

perform. 

19. LYING-IN HOSPITAL, CASCADES. 
65. That the present beds be dispensed with, and others, wider and more suited for the 

occupants of this Ho.spital, be provided. 

VI.-CHARl TABLE INSTITUTIONS. 

20. NEw TowN CHARITABLE INSTITUTION. 

66. That a cancer ward, well ventilated and sufficiently large to meet all demands from 
Launceston as well as Hobart, be at once provided, and that in futme no patients suffering from 
cancer be allowed to occupy the ordinary wards. 

67. That modern ventilators be supplied to all the wards. 

68. That disinfectants be more freely used throughout the wards, and· that the system in vogue 
in the Launceston Depot be adopted. 

69. That the establishment be lighted with gas instead of kerosene. 

70. That the bathing accommodation in the hospital wards be increased and improved, and 
that the present disgusting trough system in the lavatory be at once abolished. 

71. That greater attention be paid by the officials to the cleanliness of the inmates of the 
Institution. · · 

. 72. That the sole power of admission to the Institution should be in the hands of the Admin
istrator of Charitable Grants, and the system of dual control abolished. 

73. That two Official Visitors be appointed to visit and report upon this Institution at intervals 
not exceeding two months. 

Ji'emale Branch. 
· 74. That the practice of admitting children of tender age into the Institution should be discon

tinued, and that arrangements should be made for their maintenance under the boarding-out system. 

21. INVALID DEP6T, LAUNCESTON. 
75. That greater facilities for bathing and a larger supply of hot water be provided; and that 

· a stove (now lying in the Government Store) be supplied. 

76. That suitable quarters be at once provided for the resident Overseer. 

77. That 15 acres of land adjoining that already purchased by the Government at Glen Dhu, 
be at once secured, provided it can be purchased upon satisfactory terms. 

Given under our hands this 28th day of May, 1888. 

H. I. ROOKE, Chairman. 
N. E. LEWIS. 
G. F. HUSTON. 
WM. BELBIN. 
G. FITZGERALD. 
HENRY H. GILL. 
EDW. D. DOBBIE. 
WILLIAM .T. H. BROWN. 



COMMISSION ON CHARITABLE INSTITUTIO~S. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 1888. 

Present-Mr. H. I. Rooke (Chairman), the Crown Solicitor (Mr. Dobbie), Dr. Huston, Messieurs 
N. Lewis, W. T. H. Brown, G. P. Fitzgerald. Mr. H. T. Maning, Secreta.1'y. 

Examination of MR. JOHN O'BOYLE, Administrator of Charitable Grants. 

1. By Mr. H. I. Roohe.-How long have you been Administrator of Charitable Grants? Eis-ht 
years. Was appointed Acting Administrator, 1 January, 1880; confirmed in appointment. the followmg 
year. I have been in the Department for 20 years. . 

2. What portion of the funds distributed for out-door relief passes through your hands? All out
door relief in the shape of charitable allowances, funeral expenses, transfers, medical attendance, &c., 
throughout the Colony, except Hobart. The money is voted by Parliament, and expended by me as 
circumstances require. I may state that all applications for relief of every kind in the Colony except . in 
the case of Hobart and suburbs, pass through my hands. The Hobart Benevolent Society deals with 
Hobart and suburbs. 

3. From your experience can you suggest a.ay improvement in the present mode of inquiry and 
recommendation? No, I don't think so. Of course improvements could he effected, but that would be 
a matter of considerable expense. Everything is conducted economically. No doubt, if an inquiring officer 
were appointed for each district, or allowauces made to the police officers, it would be much better; but that 
would add materially to the expense. 

4. In your report of 1886, you mention the assistance obtained from the police magistrates : do you 
find the same thing through the municipalities? Yes, I never have any trouble with any of them. The 
Wardens and Police Magistrates are always ready to give me any assistance I require, as stated in my 
report. 

5. In consequence of the Benevolent Society having the recommendation of relief, do you find that 
any friction occurs between the Society and the Department of Charitable Grants? I. have no connection 
with the Society. They simply send in their claim, which is approved of. I have no power to interfere. 

6. In your opinion would it be better to have all the Colony under one control? Most certainly ; I 
never saw the necessity for any alteration. It was done as a matter of expediency, I believe, in 
consequence of pressure being brought to bear by the Benevolent Society as then constituted. 

7. By llfr. Fitzgerald.-What sum is distributed for out-door relief by the Benevolent Society? In 
1886 the amount expended was £1270, exclusive of the Benevolent Society proper. There is an allowance 
of £100 a year on the estimates for the performance of this duty. Originally this work was done 
in the Chief SecretarY:s Office; the work became so heavy that Mr. Tarleton was appointed Adminis
trator. An arrangement was made in 1880 for the transfer of the duties connected with Hobart and the 
suburbs to the Benevolent Society. 

8. By Mr. Fitzgerald.-And the Society has the complete control of this £1270? Yes, they have 
distributed the amount without any control whatever. The officer attached to the Society gets his 
instructions from the Society, and I exercise no control over him in the discharge of his duties. 

9. Do you think the expense of your office would be very much added to if this distribution were 
taken out of the hands of the Benevolent Society and placed under your charge ? There would be very 
little additional expense ; but there is no place whe~e the work could be carried on. 

10. Then there would be a necessity for some expense in that direction'? Yes, it would involve an 
expenditure of a few pounds. A place would have to be fitted up for serving out rations and work 
connected therewith. 

ll. By Mr. Dobbie.-Then you think that no other additional expenses than those you have 
mentioned would be inctirred by the Department in making the alteration? I do not think there would 
be any other expenses. · 

12. By Jlfr. Fitzgerald.-Would it be a more economical plan of proceeding? It would be quite as 
economical. If there were any reductions to be made I could make them. 

13. By Mr. Roolie.-Has the return increased since 1886? I do not think so. 
14. By Mr. J?itzgerald.-Is it possible, under this dual system, that relief could be given to those 

who come under your control, and for thqse persons to obfe.in relief from the Benevolent Society? No, it 
would not be possible. 

15. In your return for 1886 you mention that a difficulty existed of dealing with relatives : does that 
difficulty still exist? I pressed a scheme upon the Government of dealing . with the relatives in a more 
summary manner than at present. For instance : when an allowance is made to a person in distress, and 
paid over to him through the Warden or Police Magistrate, I have to is11ue inetructions to have. the 
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relatives summoned to repay that money; but if the relatives were rendered liable to pay the money ,directly 
the necessity arises, I think it would be much better to have them summoned at once to show cause why 
they should not support the applicants, instead of giving relief first and trying to recover the money 
afterwards. All sorts of obstacles are now thrown in the way, and I am still of opinion that an alteration 
should be made; and there is actually no power given to us to recover the expenses in connection ·with 
funerals or transfers. -I have fully set that forth in the report for 1882. 

16. By J.Wr. Roohe.-The expenses in connection with transfers have not increased? No; they will 
nearly be done away with altogether.. Since the extension of the Invalid Depllt in Launceston the 
want of accommodation has not b~en felt so much, and therefore the expense of transport has diminished; 

17. Then you think the money thus saved will pay the cost of the extension? Yes; it will more 
than pay the cost. 

18. By ilfr. Fitzgerald.-Do you think the present Boarding-out system has proved a success? Yes. 
19. Its operations have been conducted more eoonomically than otherwise? Yes. 
20. :Have any cases of harsh treatment come under your notice? Very rarely, and not for a 

considerable time. Many of the persons to whom the children are sent would rather keep them for nothing 
than part with them. Proper provision is made for the children's education. 

21. By J.Wr. Rooke.-You are Chairman of the Central Committee? Yes. 
22. Has the expenditure increased ?-do they pay more for each child now than before? Yes; it 

had to be increased from 5s. to 6s. a week some time ago. This was done after due consideration, and on 
the recommendation of the Committee. The amount has not really increased,-the increase has been in the 
rate per head. Last year the expense was larger in consequence of the alteration being made in the age 
at which the children could be apprenticed-13 years instead of 12. A lot of children have been kept on 
the books till they arrive at the age of 13, in order to comply with the Education Act. They cannot be 
apprenticed until they are 13 years of age, unless they pass the examination that has been fixed. 

23. Can you suggest any improvement at all? I do not know how it can be improved upon. Every 
- care is taken. • With regard to the guardians, we have ladies on the committee in Hobart, and a committee 

is under consideration for Launceston. Everything is as satisfactory as could be desired. 
24. By Dr. Huston.-What arrangements are made for visiting? We have an inspecting officer 

(Mr. Judge), whose sole· duty it is to make the visits ; -also the Visiting Committees, and the annual inspec
tion of the Central Committee. 

25. By Mr. Rooke.-Have there been any cases, within your knowledge, of ill-treatment to theee 
children? There were some time ago some cases in which children got into improper hands, and I used to 
visit these houses at uncertain times. We found out sufficient to justify us in removing the children. 
These cases occurred some -time ago, but there have been no complaints during the last few years. 

26. By J.W1·. Fitzgerald.-Looking at the returns from Launceston and the Municipalities, I see against 
Launceston the sum of £592 16s. 7d. only : taken on the basis of population there looks to be very much 
more expense in Hobart than in Launceston : do you think that is attributable in any way to lavishness on 
the part of the Benevolent Society ? No ; I do not think anyone could accuse them of being lavish. 

27. Then, I presume, there are more paupers in Hobart? Yes. They make for the centres of population· 
28. But, taken on the basis of population, the diflerence should not be so great: can you account for 

the difference? I cannot account for it. I can only attribute it to the larger number of paupers in and 
around Hobart. Most of them settle~ originally in this part of the colony. 

29. By Mr. Rooke.-Are the blind children still sent away? Yes. The last account was paid the 
other day; £213 was paid for the maintenance of these children in Sydney. The great difficulty, however, 
is when they return. It is one of the conditions that they should return to the colony, and we can get them 
nothing to do. I have two girls at the present time, and can get no employment for them. They are 
being maintained by the Govei·nment in the Industrial School. It is purely a matter of favour that the 
Governors keep them. There is no field for them here. There is another instance, of a boy who was 
taught halter-making in Sydney, but as I could get him no employment here we had to send him back to 
Sydney, and he was apprenticed to a ropemaker there for three years. We have six children in Sydney 
now. Some of them will, of course, pass to their relatives when they come back. 

30. By M1·. Lervis.-Do the relatives pay anything towards their support? In only one or two cases. 
31. By D1·. Huston.-Can you give us any idea as to how much the Government is recouped for their 

expenditure for out-door relief? Yes. Repayments were made to the amount of £33 9s. 5d. in 1886, 
but we had a great deal of trouble to get that sum. 

32. By J.11.1·. Roolw.-1'here has been an idea in the country that persons have been receiving charitable 
aid who are not entitled to it : is that the case? I do all I can to prevent such imposition, but I have to 
rely solely upon the reports furnished to me by the wardens, and we never give relief until a full enquiry is 
made into each case by the police in the town. It was suggested by the late Mr. Innes, when Treasurer, 
that I should go round and inspect each case personally ; but even in that case I should have to rely upon 
local information, and it would take up 12 months to go round all the districts and become acquainted 
with the recipients. 

33. In the event of relief having been given to persons which would not have been given had there 
been an inquiring officer, do you think that the expense of such an officer would be justified? No, 
I do not think the expense would be saved. I do not recommend the appointment of such an officer. It 
:would not justify the expense. 

34. What other departments are there under you? With reference to the hospitals at Hobart and 
Launceston, I have nothing whatever to do except give an authority monthly for the maintenance of 
pauper inmates. At New Norfolk all admissions are reported to me, and I investigate the circumstances 
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in which the relatives are placed, and make an order for the re'covery of fees. I have nothing to do with 
the internal arrangements. Then, with regard to the industrial schools, I investigate the applications for 
admission and payment, and give authority for payment. The Governors will not receive children without 
that authority. I certify to the accounts every quarter. 

· 35. How do you m~nage when they are sentenced to the Training School? I have to make similar 
inquiries about the relatives, and endeavour to obtain contributions from those who are able to pay. 

36. By Mr. Fitzgerald.-There is, no further Government grant than the 5s. per week to the 
Industrial Schools? No. 

37. And as to the Cascades Asylum? I have nothing to do with that, except to make up half-yea~ly 
a demand upon the Imperial Government for repayment to the Colony the sum disbursed. for the main~ 
tenance of Imperial paupers. · 

38. Are there many Imperial paupers there? Yes, they are nearly all Imperial paupe_rs at the 
Cascades Asylum. 

39. By Mr. Roohe.-Have you any means of tracing. recipients of charity who come from the other 
colonies? Only from their own statements. There was one case found out some time ago, and I sent him 
back to Sydney, where he came from. · 

· 40. By Mr. Fitzgerald.-Does the sum allowed by the Imperial Government (£32 a year) include, 
all expenses for the maintenance of Imperial paupers? Yes; it has been arranged so. It includes every
thing, even burial. The following are the rates :-Hospitals, Hobart and Launceston, and New Town 
Charitable Institution, £30 per annum each; Hospitals, New N orfoll-: and Cascade, £32'per annum each ; 
Invalid Depot, Launceston, and Campbell Town Police Station, where tramps receive temporary shelter, 
£21 per annum each. . . 

41. And do you think the £32 covers the expense of their maintenance? I believe it covers every
thing. All these cases were at one time investigated by a Board of Officers. With regard to the New 
Town Depot, all authorities for admission pass throug-h my hands. Sometimes a little difficulty arises in 
this direction. It is my duty, when a person can maintain himself, to order his discharge at once, and 
perhaps he will apply again soon after being discharged. That, of course, causes a little trouble, but a 
saving is effected thereby. 

. 42. Is that left entirely to you? If I get a certificate from the Chairman of the Benevolent Society 
I am satisfied, and give my authority for admission. I enquire into the other cases myself; but the majority 
of cases are so well known to me that I do not find it necessary to make enquiries. That is the advantage 
of placing the admission of these people into the hands of one person; otherwise there would be _great 
trouble. 

43. By JJfr. Lervis.-I find the item £180, under the head of Charitable Grants, for an inquiring 
officer ; is that inquiring officer for the Benevolent Society? Yes; his services are entirely at the disposal 
of the Benevolent Society. 

44. Would it not be possible for one man to inquire into the charitable grants in Hobart and also to 
inquire into the boarding-out system? No, because the inquiry officer has to weigh out and keep an account 
of all the rations and cash paid, as well as to attend to inquiries. 

45. What form does the relief take in town? Hitherto it has been in the form of rations and cash, 
sometimes ·both. Recently the Benevolent Society discontinued cash payments altogether; but I am 
sure that system cannot be carried out. 

46. What is the system of giving relief in the country? Cash only. In Hobart all the dutiable 
articles are issued free, and 2s. 6d. is of more valve in Hobart than in the country. 

47. Would it not be possible to give the country recipients of charity rations instead of cash? I do 
not think it would be possible. What with the cost of transit and the duty on the articles the cost would 
be altogether too great. 5s. given to an individual is of much more service to him, as far as food is 
concerned, than if the rations were given to him directly. . 

48. Is the charitable grant given per head greater than the cost per head of persons maintained in the 
Invalid Depot ? . If an old man oucside gets relief, it is regulated a?cord~ng to his ability to wo_rk, and of 

. course the cost 1s greater where there are children and the surroundmg circumetances are considered. In 
the depots we calculate that the cost per head, at New Town for instance, is about 9d. a day ; in Launceston 
it is 10d . . 

49. ·Upon what principle do you order a pauper i~to the depots? I have no power to order anyone 
into the depots. If a man will not go there I ·cannot force him. All paupers without family ties are 
recommended to go into the depots ; outdoor relief under those circumstances is refused to him. 

50. Under the.boarding-out system are the chiidren apprenticed? Yes; they are apprenticed by the 
Committee and sent into the country, and everv quarter I collect from the master a sum calculated at 6d. 
per week, which is paid into the bank in sepani:te names. At the end of their apprenticeship the money is 
pai<l over to them on certificate of good character being received, and that gives them a start in life. I, 
as a member of the Committee, have to see that they are properly treated, and to report to the Committee. 

51. Are they generally ~ent into the countrv or the towns? As far as we can we send them into the 
country ; but we endeavour to discover the occupation each child would like, 01; is fit for. 
. 52. By Mr. Roohe.-Are there places where they stop without being apprentic~d? We always h~ve 
mdentures made out to keep control over them until they are 18 years of age, so that m the case of anythmg 
happening we can claim them. We retain the right of control until they reach the age of 18. 

. 53. By Mr. Lemis.-Has that system turned out well, as a rule? Yes. We have trouble occasionally 
with some of them. . · 
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54. Do the Wardens usually get an advance from Government? If they apply for it they get it. 
Many have. All the payments are made through the Wardens. 

55. Will you explain the item medical attendance, £921 15s.? The medical attendance is allowed to 
persons who could not be relieved otherwise, ancl who could not be sent into the Hospital. Very frequently 
such cases arise. 

56. If the patient is too "poor to pay for doctor and medicine the application is made to you? Yes, if 
medical attendance or medicines are required my authority must be obtained first. Dr. Barnard attends 
to the poor in Hobart unless the case is urgent, when the Warden or Police Magistrate has authority to 
act, reporting as soon after as possible the expenses incurred. There is no medical attendance to paupers in 
Launceston ; they generally go to the Hospital, or are treated as out patients. 

57. And what does the item include? Medical attendance and medicines to out-door paupers in the 
country ; it also includes the sum of £218 lls. 9d. for the maintenance of the children in the New ~outh 
Wales Institution; maintenance and supervision of inmates in the Lying-in Hospital; the Campbell 
Town and Bischoff Hospitals; and the maintenance of casual paupers at Campbell Town Police Station, 
and other items as shown in my report. 

58. Can you suggest anything to economise the expenditure in these departments? No, not beyond 
what I have said,-namely, that more power should be given to deal with relatives. 

Examination of MR. GEORGE JUDGE, Inspecting Officer under the Boarding-out System. 

59. By .Jl,fr. Roohe.'-How long have you occupied the position which you now hold'! I have been 
connected with the Boarding-out System since 1874. In March, 1880, the Government placed the boarded
ont children in the care of the Benevolent Society ; but on 19th January, 1881, they were transferred to 
that of the Central Committee for boarding out Destitute Children, and I was then appointed Inspecting 
Officer. I, however, have other duties to perform, such as making enquiry into cases for which applications 
have been made for admission to Boys' Home, Girls' Industrial School, Catholic Orphanage, &c. 

60. Under what principle are the children applied for and handed over to their foster-parents? Do 
you look. in Hobart first for suitable families? We have only had one or two applications from the 
country. 

61. Do you visit these children regularly? . Yes, once every three months, or as occasion requires. 
Then the Visiting Committee visit them about once a month. 

62. Is this Visiting Committee connected with the Government? They are ladies and gentlemen 
interested in the work, who, being appointed by the Government, act on behalf of the Central Committee. 

63. Have they a Superintendent in Launceston? I think the police superintend them in Launceston, 
as they do at New Town. 

64. Do you experience any difficulty in getting people to take charge of the children? Not at the 
present time; but there was a difficulty some time ago. The Chairman then had to advertise three or four 
times, and the applications he received were not satisfactory. 

65. How do you account for the difference in the cost of maintaining the children in the years 1885 
and 1886? The difference is attributable to the fact that in one year it cost a great deal mere for clothing. 

66. In the event of a child being boarded out, and the parents come back to the colony, do you take 
steps for the recovery of the money spent for maintaining the child? Most decidedly, if the parents are 
worth anything. In one case we are getting 6s. a week for one child. We had previously received 12s. 
for the brother and sister. · 

67. From your experience as Inspecting Officer, can you suggest any change for the better in the 
way of economy ? No ; I really think it the most perfect system in existence, and any change in the .way 
of economy would be prejudicial to the welfare of the children. 

68. From what you have seen, are the children treated kindly? Yes, invariably they are treated 
kindly. There was one case where we did not approve of the treatment of the child, but the case was an 
exceptional one. 

69. Is the remuneration the same in all cases? No. There is a case of a young woman-an imbecile 
25 years of age-for whom the sum of7.~. per week,is paid. There is another instance of a child who 
previously to being boarded out was gradually wasting away, and in order that the foster-parent might be 
able to afford nourishing diet the Committee granted 7s. 6d. per week. That is about 14 months ago, and 
the child has greatly improved in health since that time. · The allowance will be reduced when it has 
recovered its health. 

70. By Mr. Lervis.-Is the clothing provided by Government? Yes, in the first instance; but the 
foster-parents have afterwards to renew it, and keep the children properly clad. 

71. Are there any children boarded ont in the country? Yes. 
72. And are there any brought from the country into Hobart? Yes, a good many. 
73. What is the reason? I do not know. Sometimes it is difficult tu get foster-parents in the country. 

There iR a greater facility for getting them in town, and their education and supervision can be better 
attended to. 

74. When the children attain the age of 13 years do you supervise them? When they are apprenticed 
I see them once a quarter, and at these periods I collect sums at the rate of 6d. per week, which are placed 
in the bank to their account. I always see the children once a quarter, and if they were not properly cared 
for I would consider it my duty to report the case to the Central Committee. 
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75. Would it not be possible to keep these children in the country? We could not get foster-parents 
enough. And then there is the difficulty of supervision to see if they are properly treated and sent to school 
regularly. . 

76. Do you, in conjunction with Mr. O'Boyle, make enquiries as to the character of the persons with 
whom the children are placed? When requested by the Chairman I enquire into the character of persons 
seeking to become foster-parents, and on my report the Central Committee decide whether or not they are 
suitable. They also decide on my report as to the child's claim for charitable support. 

77. By D1·. Huston.-What is the largest number of children placed under a foster-parent? The 
utmost is six. At one time we had seven in one family. 

78. Under what circumstances? If the person has the accommodation for them. Of course, where 
there are so many placed in one place, the foster-parents have no children of their own·. Most of them are 
widows. 

79. By llfr. Roohe.-Where there are fi-,e or six does the woman do anything else for a livelihood? 
In most cases they do not. Scarcely any of jhEm are depending upon the money they: receive for maintaining 
the children. They can, however, make a little out of it. 

80. If you recommend such a large nu:nber as six to be placed in the hands of one woman, do you 
assure yourself that she is quite capable to fulfil her duties? Most decidedly. I never recommend them 
unless I am certain about the matter. The Central Committee do not allow so many unless they have had 
experience with the woman. 

81. Do you consider the money is properly expended, and that the children are well looked after? T 
certainly do. 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 1888 . 

.Examination of MR. W. WITT, Registra1· ~f tlte Benewlent Society, Hobai·t. 
82. By JWr. Roohe.-You are Registrar of the Benevolent Socie';y? Yes, and have been 28 years 

in that position. . . 
83. Have you charge of the Benevolent Society's Department? Yes. 
84. Do you issue both rations and the Go,ernment money?• No, the Governme1}t relief is issued on 

the other side. The society has a subsidy from Government, and the remainder is raised by private 
subscriptions. 

83. :Does the sum of money expended in out-door relief by the Benevolent Society approach the sum. 
disbursed by Government for that purpose'! ND, it does not nearly approach that amount. 

86. How do yo~1 distinguish the applicants for relief? In the first instance the applicants are put on 
our books for three months, sometimes for six months, or even longer, and they are then transferred to the 
Govemment as permanent· cases. They must obtain relief from the Benevolent Society first before they are 
recommended for Government relief. 

87. Do you draw the whole of the Goverm:.1ent grant of £400? We have generally done so, but last 
year we had nothing. · 

88. Why? I put in the usual certificate at the end of the first six months, and I collected £220. · I 
applied for the first instalment of.£200, but it was never placed to our credit. 

89. Did that necessitate the expenditure of extra public money? Not public money ; we have spent 
our own money taken from the sinking fund, and we have also overdrawn .£300, for which we are obliged to 
pay interest. 

90. From your experience here, do you foink that the Benevolent Society would work better if it 
received the Government subsidy and private subscriptions, instead of the present dual system? No; 
the Society has saved the Government a large amount of money. 

91. By JV.fr. Dobbie.-How loner is it since the society has had control of the Government grant? 
Between eight and nine years. 

0 
· · 

92. Can you tell the Commission how the Society came to be placed in that position? The reason 
was that the Government of the day thought that we could manage it better than they could, and the Com
mittee, after great consideration, took it over. I~ was taken over at the express request of the Govemment; 

93. Are you of opinion that the prese~t arrangement of Govemment and Benevolent Society relief is a 
good one, judging from your own experience? 1\-o; if it had been left purely in the hands of the Benevolent 
Society the amount would never have been so great. The public outside are mixed as to the relief afforded 
by the Benevolent Society and the Government dd. 

94. Then you think that the distribution of that money should not be left in the hands of the Bene
volent Society at all? My opinion is, that whatever money had been ~xpended would have been better 
laid out by the Benevolent Society. If the Government had given the Society the entire charge of the 
money in a lump sum, the Government would be in a better position to-day. , _ 

95. By ll1fr. Roolw.-The relief given by the Society is, I presume, mostly in provisions? Yes, 
except in extreme cases. For more than 20 years. I distril)u_t~d the relief in kind only, and we had very 
little trouble. 

96. Do you investigate all the c:ises yours';)lf? Yes, I make ir.quiries, and submit the cases to the 
Committee. 
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97. By Dr. Huston.-In the exceptional cases which you have alluded to when money has been 
granted in addition to the provisions, what is the largest amount given by you to any applicant? Some
times we have given 2s. 6d., and sometimes 5s. Last winter, when the distress was so great in consequence 
of the sickness. prevalent, and many persons died leaving families in ,rnnt, we deemed it right to grant 
money. 

98. By Jlfr. Dobbie.-Is it your opinion that the £1200 disbursed by the Government through Mr. 
Catley should be handed over to the Society, like the £400? Yes, or a sum that would be equal to it in 
point of usefulness. I think it would be a saving to the State; the expenses would be far less. 

99. How do you think the expen8es would be lessened? Every case in which relief is given by the 
Society goes through my hands, and the Committee deal with each case upon its merits. In any case in 
which it would be considered advisable to grant money a small amount would be given, but nothing like 
the amount that is given now. 

100. But is it not a fact that all these cases are investigated by the Benevolent Society ?-the money 
is not distributed in a haphazard way? No; if there is a case that requires investigation I speak to Mr. 
Catley concerning it. Supposing a report is made that a person is obtainiug relief who is not entitled to it, 
theri I make enquiries about the matter; but as a rule they are dealt with by Mr. Catley. For the last 
eight years all these cases have been through my hands in the first instance. 

101. But supposing the system were changerl, and the Benevolent Society had the sole control of the 
money, where would the saving be effected ?-what change would be made? There are many cases on 
the Government side at the present time who would not get money then. /The money would not be so 
liberally bestowed. 

102. The money is not, however, £ranted to recipients unless on the recommendation of the Society? 
Well, we do not interfere too much. ln this direction the saving would be effected by the change. 

103. By M1·. Le1vis.-In the estimates for the year 1 notice under the head Charitable Institutions 
the sum of £1H0 put down for an enquiring officer-to whom does that go? To Mr. Catley, on the 
Govemment side. 

104. Do you receive your salary from the funds of the Benevolent Society? Part of it. There is an 
allowance from the Government of £100, out of which I receive £50, and the chairman receives £50. 
The remainder of my salary is paid from the funds of the Benevolent Society. 

105. Would it be possible for any one individual to receive aid from the Government side, and also 
from the Benevolent Society? That would be impossible. They must receive assistance from me first 
before they go on to the Government side. 

J 06. Does it often happen that you do not raise the £400 by private subscription in order to entitle 
you to the Government Grant? Our annual income is always larger than that amount; but on the 
last occasion the objection of the Auditor was that we drew upon the interest accotmt, and added it to the 
money raised by subscription to make up the deficiency. 

107. Do you think that the granting of Government money interferes with the subscriptions to the 
Society? I am sure of it. The subscriptions have been gradually falling off. The people mix the two 
things up, and say, " Oh! you have plenty of money-go to the Government." It has certainly been 
a saving to the State. 

108. By Dr. Huston.-How are your subscriptions collected? Personally. Many of our good 
friends still pay their subscriptions; l;>ut when the Government money was first spoken of, one of our 
statesmen remarked to me that the Society would be Lhe loser, and we have proved the truth of that 
remark. 

109. By 1lir. Le1vi.~.-What is your opinion of charities issued in the form of cash? My opinion is 
that the system has a bad effect. 

110. In Launceston and the municipalities the Government aid is issued under the control of the 
Administrator of .Charitable Grants-do you thiuk it would be better to have the same system in Hobart? 
My opinion is that the money should be put into one channel, namely-the Benevolent Society, aud then 
the State and people would be benefited. 

111. Do you ever administer assistance to any persons who have relations able 1.n p:iy for their 
support.? Not if we know the circumstances. Our investigations have been very strict on that point, and 
cases have come under my notice, but very rarely, in which relief has had to be refused on this account. 

112. Would you decline to grant assistance to persons who have relatives able to support them? Yes, 
most decidedly. 

113. Do you think that the Government aid has had any ill effect? I have always protested again:,t 
any member of my own church receiving Government aid. It shuts out private charity. All the 
churches are to blame in that respect. . 

114. You have relieved a great many children. Can you account for the large number of children that 
receive relief in Hobart compared with the number receiving charity in Launceston ?-are they all 
deserving cases? They are transferred to the Government. If a widow comes into town with children, 
1 keep them on 0111· books' for a time, and then they are transferred to the Government side. Of course an 
inv:estigation is made before they are placed _on our books. 
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Examination if the REV. J. W. SIMMONS. 

Yes. 
115. By Mr. Roolte.-You are Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Benevolent Society? 

116. Does your Committee recommend the granting of the Government . money, and the issuing of 
rations? Yes; but we are doing more in the way of rations at the present time. 

117. Does the person applying for Government relief go through the Benevolent Society first? As · 
a rule persons are on the books of the Benevolent Society for three months', but not in every case. There are 
cases of old recipients of charity who are taken over by the Government at once, and put on the Govern-
ment books. . 

118. Do you think that the system of disbursing the money on the recommendation of the 
Benevolent Society-the dual control, as it were-a good system? It saves a large amount of overlapping. 
If the two offices were united, without this overlapping it might prove an advantage ; but otherwise there 
would be a large number on both books. In South· Australia the system is under a Board, with a paid 
Chairman, and everything is done in the way of rations; no money is distributed. 

119. Looking ovel'. the list of subscriptions to the Benevolent Society in Hobart, I find that they have 
diminished since you took the control of the Government grant. Do you attribute this to the fact that the 
Society has the control of that money? Yes, purely and simply. 

120. By Dr. Huston.-How is the relief given in South Australia in the rural districts? By the 
storekeepers. The Warden or Mayor of the district makes application to Destitute Board, and if 
considered deserving orders are forwarded to be given to applicant. 

121. By Mr. Lervis.-Do you think the Government aid would be as economically and as efficiently 
administered by the Police Magistrate and by the police in Hobart as it is done in Launceston? I think 
it is done at the present time as economically and efficiently in Hob_art. We get a large number of persons 
from all parts of the country, and it is difficult to obtain aU particulars of each case. 

122. But would not the police be able to find out the particulars better than the Inquiring Officer? 
Sometimes, but not always. I think we can oft611 get information more accurately. 

123. Would you, as Chairman of the Benevolent Society, be glad if the Government took the 
administration of the Government out-door relief off your hands? 'l'hat is a · difficult question to 
answer. So far as I am personally concerned, I would be glad to see it under one authority. If you 
administer from two offices, you get the same pal'ties. 

124. By Mr. Roolw.-Don't you think that that clanger is obviated by the returns being sent in to 
the Charitable Grants Office? To prevent it, an interchange of reports would be necessary. 

125. Is it really necessary that you should administer rations for a specified period before transferring 
them to the Government books? We make it three months. . 

126. Bnt if you do not receive the £400 from the Government, yott have the power of succouring the 
people by putting them on the Government books. Yes, we have the power to do so, but have not used it. 

127. By J.Wr. Len•is.-Do you think there are any persons receiving charity who. do not deserve it? 
If you speak of the persons who receive money, so long as money is available their relatives will bring 
pressure to bear to get them relief i11 this form ; but it is quite different with regard to provisions. ,Ve 
have had many cas;,,s during the last few weeks of persons who have simply refnsed to accept provisions. 

128. Therefore you consider that cash payments are not good ? Except in very rare cases; and even 
then I would like to see the rent paid for them instead of paying them the cash. 

129. How do you account for the large number of children receivin~ relief? I consider that the 
number is excessive, but it is owing to parental neglect. There is also the fact of many widows having 
large families. 

130. But if any of the children's parents or relations were in the Colony, they could be forced by law 
-if the law were so altered-to support them? In that case the law would be altered in the way of 
criminal procedure. I would certainly recommend that, so that they received aid under such conditions 
that they could not waste the provisions given. 

131. Mr. O'Boyle suggests an alteration in the Public· Charities Acts so that the relatives would be 
forced to pay before the relief was granted: do you recommend that? No; I would grant the relief'. first 
and proceed afterwards. There is a great difficulty in this direction at present. For example-a man may 
be sentenced this morning, and his wife and family come to the Benevolent Society immediately for relief, 

132. By Dr. Huston.-But in cases like that, in the event of the woman having relatives who are 
able to pay towards the support of the children, do you recommend that the law be altered to meet the 
case? Yes. 

133. By J.Wr. Roolte.-As Chairman of the Benevolent Society can you make any suggestions· with 
regard to charitable institutions? Yes ; assist the people to help themselves in every way possible. As it 
is now, everything is done for them. 

134. Is it within your knowledge that peofe from the other colonies receive charitable aid? We 
have had a few immigrants on the books, but we have not harl many from the other colonies. Butthe 
English Act empowering the guardians to send paupers out. to the colonies will make it rather trying 
for us. · 

135. By Mr. Lervis.-Do many come in from the country? Yes, a great many. · 
136. Do you find more recipients on your books from the country than from Hobart? Sreaking at 

the moment, I should think that half the cases are from the country. 
137. Do you get any cases from the northern districts? Not very many. 
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138. Are the cases those of sin.gle people or families? Very often in the shape of families. 
139. Do you think th~t the excess ~ay· be attributable to the fact that the Benevolent Society 

distributes the Gover11ment grant? Yes; people all over the colony think they have a right to it. 'l'hey 
do not ask for charity---:they make a demand. Where there is money to be obtained they will come and 
insist upon having it. 

_ 140. Do you think they come to the Hobart Society particularly in consequence of this? I do. 
141. Do you think that if it were made discreditable to receive this aid there would be less of it? The 

issue of rations is looked' upon as discreditable. The new departure will save at least £300 a year. 
142. And has the distress been increased? I do not think so. 
143. By D1·. Huston.~Do you think the system as conducted by the South Australian Government 

a good one? Yes. At the present moment there is no line drawn in the Tasmanian system; as it is 
now the relief in money is scattered broadcast. Were it otherwise, and were we in a position to step in, I 
have uo doubt that a great deal of good would be done, and to really deserving cases. 

With the permission of the Royal Commissioners, I desire to emphasize my evidence given before the 
Select Committee of the Honse of Assembly, more particularly my answer to question 398 in Paper 
No. 1.54, House of Assembly, 1885. In addition to that statement, I would urge with all possible earnest
·ness the value of classification in our Benevolent Asylums, and the importance. of providing comfortable 
accommodation, say in the way of cottages. English Alms Houses will be familiar to members of the 
Commission-for aged and deserving poor couples. The extension of the school penny bank system, with 
the teaching of thrift in our public schools; the establishment of industrial life assurance; and the German 
system of compulsory saving on the part of young people earning wages, between 14 and 21 years of age. 
In a word, I venture to submit that the charitable system of the Colony should not only provide for the 
poverty of the present, bt1t prevent the possibility of any large amount of poverty in coming generations. 

Forms of the Destitute Board of South Australia accompany this statement. 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 1888. 

Exarnination of MR. W. CATLEY, I11qui1-in1 Officer for tlte Benevolent Society. 
. . ' 

144. By ·Mr. Roohe.-You act as Inquiring Officer for the Government through the Benevolent 
Society ? I do. 

145. By .11:fr. Gill.-Were you in the Charitable Grants Department when the distribution of out-door 
relief was transferred to the Benevolent Society? Yes, long before. I have been a Government Officer for 
33 years, and most of that time employed making inquiries. 

146. Do you think the Government acted wisely in transferring the management of Charitable Grants 
to the Benevolent Society? I do. 

147. What reason have you to suppose so? There l;as been a great saving effected, and that is my 
1·eason for supposing that the action was a wise one. 

· 148. Have not the Committee of the Benevolent Society been in the habit of turning paup·ers off their 
books and sending them into the Dep&t in order that they might be able to show a saving? No. 

149. What is the usual allowance of rations to one person? It depends upon the state of health the 
recipients are in. The scale varies ; if a person is old and decrepid he will receive more than one who is 
able to do a little work. 

150. What is about the value of a full ration? About 3s. 
151. Does it not cost three times as much to maintain a pauper in the Dep&t as it does on out-door 

relief? No; a great many of our old people are subsisting on a full ration ; but it cannot cost as much to 
maintain them on out-door relief as it does in the Dep&t. We are supporting many by out-door relief who 
would otherwise go into the Dep&t. 

152. _What salary does Mr. Witt get for inquiring into cases of out-door relief? £50 per annum. 
153. What does he receive from the Hospital Board? £52 l0s. per annum. 
154. Does he also receive a salary from the Benevolent Society? Yes, £170 per annum and free 

quarters. 
155. Was Mr. Judge employed in the work of inquiry previously to, and for a short time after, the 

management was handed over to the Benevolent Society? Mr. Judge was appointed long after I had the 
work. At one time I had the sole.control, but Mr. Judge was appointed to assist me. 

156. Do you think the present dual system of granting out-door relief one that would recommend 
itself to you? I certainly think that the system should• be free ·from the danger of overlapping-I mean 
that the Benevolent Society should have the entire control of the department. They have always done so 
admirably, and effected a saving, as is clearly shown by the figures. I think the Society should have the 
sole management. 
. 157. By .1Wr. Dobbie.-What do you mean by having the sole management? There has been a great 

deal of correspondence between the Government and the Society relative to the management. The Com
mittee propose a change that will effect a saving of £300 a year. A great many suggestions have been 
made to the Government by the Benevolent. Society, but they have not been carried out. There is a mis
understanding existing. 
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158. Are you a Government official? Yes. 
159. Between whom is the misundel'3tanding? Between the Committee, through the Chairman, and. 

the Administrator of Charitable Grants. 
160. How did the friction arise? It was in conseque::ice of the suggestions of the Society net having 

been carried out. These suggestions were in the direction of the distribution of funds. 
161. You formerly had the control of the boarrling-out system : at that time was the system as 

expensive in its working as it is now? I have reason to b<Jlieve that it was quite as expensive. 
162. Supposing the Benevolent Society did the who~e of the work, could a saving be effected? I 

think a saving would be effected if that were done. · 
163. Do you think there would be a saving if the whole work was done under Government control? 

No, I do not think so. 
164. Explain your reasons for forming that opinion? The ouLdoor pressure that is brought to bear on 

the Govemment by ministers of various denominations and others would still exist. ·we find none of that 
trouble, and the consequence i~ each case is investigated and relieved according to its merits. Directly .the 
system is in the hands of the Government they would be lc,oked upon as a milch cow. 

165. Do you mean that if the system reverted to the old plan the saving would be counterbalanced by 
the greater expenditure in out-do()r relief? Ye;;. 

166. You think the Benevolent Society should have the control : are you referring to the money that 
is disbursed for out-door relief by the Benevolent Society? ~ o. I think it would be better if a round sum 
of money were granted annually. If the Society received a sum of money annually, free from Government 
restraint, it would work far better. 

167. Then you would become an officer under the Benevolent Society? Yes ; I think that woald be 
far better, provided I received my pension. 

168. By 1vfr. Rooke.-In the report of 1886 the sum of £800 appears as having been granted ~or 
out-door relief in the shape of cash. What is your opinio!i. with regard to granting t:ash? I would abohsh 
cash entirely. It has been a great evil. 

169. By M1·. Brown.-What is cash generally given for? Rent only in most cases. 
170. What has been the effect of altering the system of relief from money to rations ? The new sy~tem 

works admirably ; I find that the change is most beneficial. Those parties from whom complaints might 
more naturally have been expected have been the last to complain. Many single persons who were receiv
ing money before grumbled at the alteration, and in some cases refused the rations. 

171. By J.11.r. Lervis.-Upon what principle are admissions to the New Town Institution granted? 
Upon the principle of poverty. Many cases are admitted six or eight times annually. When they apply 
to be admitted they have to pass a medical examination at the Hospital, and if it is ascertained that they 
are incapable of doing work they are sent to the Depot. The Chairman never refuses a case certified as a 
fit case for Depot. 

172. Can you refuse to give them relief, and say " Go to the Depot?" That power has very seldom 
been exercised, and these cases bore the certificate "able to work." The better class of people have a very 
great abhorrence to go into the Depot. 

173. What is the reason for this objection ? Want of classification, I believe. We are continually 
hearing complaint;; from the better class of people about the characters they have to associate with while in 
the Depot. 

174 .. How many cases have you sent into Depot, declining. to grant them out-door relief, during the 
last year ? Not a dozen. 

175. Do you think you could perform all the duties of Inquiring Officer now as you did in the past? 
Yes, providAd the Government relieved me of a lot of unnecessary work that I have to do now. 

176. Do you frequently get the wives and families of persons who are sent to prison on your books? 
Yes ; in some cases before the prisoner is removed from the· court to the gaol the wife asks us for relief. 

177. Can you make any suggestion as to the grantino- ofrelief? Not more than I have done. There 
is hardly a poor family in the city who is unknown to the bSociety, and we know pretty well in what shape 
to grant the relief. 

178. By 1Hr. Gill.-What is the rule with regard to paupers who desire to leave· the Depot? The 
rule is, that they are detained in th-e Depot for three months ; but if they wish to come out before that 
period has expired communication is sent to the Administrator, who forwards it to the Chairman. 'l'hey 
cannot leave before the time has expired without permission. · . 

179. Can you account for the falling-off of the subscriptions to the funds of the Benevolent Society 
so much lately? I think it may be partially attributed to the fact that the public are nuder the impression 
that they are assisted by the Government. · · 

180. By Dr Huston.-When you were distributing Telief in the form of money, did you find that it 
was abused in many cases? My own opinion is that it was abused. I believe that there is not a case on 
the books at the present time that is not deserving of relief; but when money was granted there was a 
great deal of pressure brought to bear upon the Committee of the Benevolent Society endeavouring to 
hampe1· their decision. Rations should meet all cases of poverty. , 

181. By J.Hr Rooke.-,-W ould it not be better if, instEad of the money being given to 1 he recipient of 
<)harity, it was given to the landlorc~ in payment of rent? That is done in all su~picious cases, but not in 
every case. 
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182. Is it not a fact within your experience, that poor people who received money from you have 

refused rations? I have had sevefal cases where the recipients, although desirous of obtaining relief in 
the shape of money, actually refusec;l rations. 

183. By Dr. Ruston,-Has it ever come under your notiC'e that the money has been spent in drink? 
No, I never rletected any cases of that kind. 

Re-examination of MR. GEORGE JUDGE, ln.~pecting Office1· unde1· t!te Boarding-out R_ystem, 

184. By J.l:lr. Gill.-How long were you employed in the distribution of cliaritable relief? Seven 
years. 

185. Do you think that the Govemment made a saving by handing the management over to the Bene
volent Society? I do not. 

186. Do you think the Benevolent Society have made a saving? The saving is more apparent than 
real. 

187. What do you mean by being more apparent than real? A great many people have been taken 
off the books and sent to the Invalid Depot. Each case on the books costs ls. Gel. for half a ration, and it 
costs 3½ times as much to maintain a person in the Depot. 

• .188. Is it 11ot true that the late Administrator of Charitable' Grants_sp·ent more in out-door relief than 
the Benevolent Society does? It is; but it should not be overlooked that the Colony was not in anything 
like so prosperous a condition when Mr. Tarleton was Administrator of Charitable Grants as it was after
wards when the management ,vas handed over to the Benevolent Society. However, from the latter end of 
1878, when the Colony began to improve, to 1st March, 1880, the Administrator of Charitable Grants 
made a most substantial reduction. The Benevolent Society did not, during the first twelve months, make 
the saving they expected, and in consequence of the difficulty they experienced, and in order to make a 
favourable appearance, sent several persons to the Invalid Depot. 

189. Did the Administrator of Charitable Grants make any reduction previous to the transfer? Yes. 
190. · Row can you show that he did so? Dy the books; I can point it out clearly. 
191. Do you· think the- admission to charitable institutions and the distribution of charitable relief 

should be granted by the same person? Most decidedly. 
192. Do you think the Chairman of the Benevolent Society the most suitable person to be entrusted 

with the management? Certainly not. The Government should have the management. . 
193. What is your reason for thinkiug- so? In the first place, it at present costs £JOO more per year 

for officers'. salaries than it would if the Govemment had the management ; secondly, as the jurisdiction 
of the Benevolent Society, or rather that of its Chairman, would be spread over a wider range, the friction 
which at present exists would be extended and intensified; thirdly, that in order to show a saving in the 
expenditure for outdoor relief, he might take advantage of his ability to do so hy sending a lot of paupers 
to the Depot. 

194. Is there a lying-in establisl1ment in connection with the Benevolent Society? Yes. 
195. Who pays for the cases t1·eated there? '11he Govemment. · 
196. Could not the Government mmrnge this business more economically than the Benevolent Society? 

Yes. In the first place the Govemment would not require the services of the nurse and the doctor. 
197. There appears to be some friction between the Boarding-out System and the Benevolent Society 

with reference to the cart ; can you account for this? Yes ; I think it is jealousy on the part of the 
Society. They want to have the holding of everything-to have one cart for themselves and one for the 
Boarding-out System. 

198. Do you think that one cart is sufficient? Yes, quite sufficient. 

Examination of DR. COVERDALE. 

199. By JJ:lr. Roohe.-You are Medical Officer in charge of the Cascade Asylum? Yes. 
200. What appointments do you hold, and what salary do you receive? I have charge of the Cascades 

Asylum, and also the Lock Hospital, receiving a distinct salary for each-£250 per annum for the Cascades, 
and £50 per annum for the Lock Hospital. I have to attend the Training School and the Lying-in Hospital, 
when required, without salary. 

201. With regard to the management of the Cascade Asylum, are the officers and warders supplied 
with copies of the rules and regulations of the Institution? As a rule they have_ been supplied to the 
head-keeper. 

202. Are the rules and regulations exhibited in any portion of the Asylum? I do not know of my 
own knowledge, but have askea the question, and have always understood that the rules and regulations 
were hanging in the warders' rooms. 

203. How many warders have you altogether? We have si:x attendants, two under-attendants, and 
the head-keeper-nine altogether. · 

204. How many persons are confined in the top yard? Twenty. 
205. And how many warders do you .station there? Three. 
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206 . .Are they kept constantly there? Yes; we always keep three there. 
207. Could any of the warders be dispensed with? No; they are all required. 
208. Are any of tlie warders employed to do work for you privately? No. 
209. Is it a fact that one of the warders named Leary was sent to Battery Point for green stuff on 

November 17th? Yes. 
210. Jn his absence was another warder told off to do his duty? I do not know. 
211. In consequence of his bein·g away, was one ofthe patients-a man subject to fits, and unable to 

take care of himself-left alone ? Not that I am aware of. · · 
212. Do you -keep cows and pigs ? Yes. 
213. Who looks after the cows? A pauper, one of the Invalid Depot men. 
214. Do you sell milk from these cows? Yes, to the warders. 
215. For what purposes :ire the men from the Invalid Depot employed there? One is employed as a, 

carpenter, one as cook, assistant cook, &c. We have six altogether. 
216. Are they supplied with clothing from your establishment? Yes; they are a loan from New 

Town, and would have to be supplied with clothing by Government in any case. 
217. Is the time of the carpenter 1ully oc:mpied? Yes. 
218. How many times a day do you visit the yards? I go round every morning. 
219. Do yon see the inmates having their meals? I do not make a practice of seeing them at their 

meals, but I see them occasionally. 
220. What becomes of the refuse of tlie Establishment-the pigs' foo<l? It is sent to the Training 

School; it is not used on the establishment. 
221. What is done with the suet, fat, &c. from tl1e kitchen? I do not know. 
222. Has the cook ever received orders to sell it? No. 
223: "Vas a robbery committed at the Asylum when Mr. Muirhead had charge of the stores? Yes. 
224. What steps were taken at the time? The matter was reported to the Government as soon as it 

was found out, and the bonus 'which Mr. Muirhead was likely to receive from the Government was stopped 
on that account. 

225. Had yon any idea who committed the rohber,v? No. The first intimation I received was from 
the police, ,vho came to search one of the wnrcer's huts. A large quantity of the stolen articles were dis
covered in the hut, and I was made acquainted with the facts. This took plaC'e four or five years ago, and 
the man received a sentence. 

226. Is the Govemment property used by the officers at all? It _should not be. 
227. Is there any watch kept over the Government articles in use? I do not know. 
228. Have any of the warders been_ reported to yon for taking the patients' bread ancl soup? No. 
229. Has Leary ever been insolent to you and defied yon to discharge him? No, certainly not. 
230. Do the sick get proper medical attendance and nourishing food? · Yes. The food consists of oat

meal, soup, and meat. The patients prefer oatmeal to anything else. I am in constant attendance on the 
sick, and always ask them which they prefer. 

231. With reference to a man named Lankey, who died in the Institi1tion, did he receive proper 
medical attendance? Yes. He came to town from New Norfolk snflering from disease of the heart and 
lungs. He never used to walk about, but alw:;,ys sat in a chair. Directly he did not take his food he was 
put to bed, :i.nd died about three or four days ailerwards. 

232. There was another man named Keogh who died in the Asylum : wli'at were the circumstances 
connected with his death? He went about to the very last. 

233. Was there any.blood found on the floor, bed, and bedding? Yes; he bled a little when the 
catheter was passed to enable him to pass his urine. Dr. Sm!Lrt called my attention to it. 

234. Did Dr. Smart pass the instrument first? Ye::<. 
235. And you did it afterwards? Yes. 
236. What was the result? We were obEged to pass tlie catheter for the reason I have mentioned; 

but there was no blood the second time. 
237. Do yon remember the illness of a mm named Garfield? Yes. He was bedridden for weeks. 
238. Was his condition reported to you by Mr. Muirhead? Yes. Directly the man became sick the 

fact was reported to me. He was then put to bed and kept there. 
239. Is it possible for a man to be ill without your knowledge? No. 
240. What are the duties of the night watd1man? His <luties are simply to go round and see that all 

is quiet. 
241. Is there any check upon him ? No, except the report that he makes in the morni_ng, which I 

8xamine. · 
242. What is the cost of the uniforms supplied to the officials? Each suit costs about £1. At first 

they cost 30s. each. 
243. Did a man named Charles Howard .re<!eive a new suit on leaving the Asylum? Yes; he was 

due for a suit at the time of his leaving. 
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244. Is the material from which the uniforms are made good? No, it cannot be very good for the 

price. It is commo~ blue serge. · · 

245. How oft!)n do the official visitors visit the institution? Once a month. 
246. Is it known when they are coming ? No. 
247. Prior to the visit of the Commissioners, was there any special cleaning and putting things in 

order? No. We did not know that the Commissioners were coming, and there was nothing done 
particularly. 

248. Do the official visitors examine the Institution carefully? Yes, they go through the _establish
ment. 

249. Do they take long in their inspection? 
250. Are disinfectants used in the W. C's.? 

They usually take two or three hours. 
Yes. 

. 251. Do the patients.who are able to get about take regular exercise in the recrel!-tion ground? Yes, 
they take daily exercise from 9 o'clock till 12 when the weather permits. 

252. Are fires kept up during the winter? Yes, regularly. 
253. As to the visits made by strangers to the institution, do you think it is a good thing for the 

patients to allow so many the privilege of going through ? No, I do not .think it is a good thing. 
254. Would it be better that no one should be allowed to do so unless an order was presented from the 

Chief Secretary.? I would certaii1ly approve of that plan, and I would also suggest that the visits be made 
on cert?-in days and between certain·hours. We have a great inany visitors, and in my opinion they disturb 
the patients. 

255. Can you trace the frequency of these vi8its to any person? Yes; I have traced them to Mr. 
Muirhead, who has given them carte blanclte, representing himself as Superintendent of the establishment. 

256. On an average how many visitors do you receive a-day? Two or three a-day on an average. 
Tliey come in too great numbers at one time; that is my great objection. 

257. By .11fr. Gill.-Do ·you think that the· duties of ·the keepers could be combined, so as to 
economise? I think· the head keeper might be dispensed with, but a storekeeper would have to be 
appointed, who, after performing his morning duties at the store; could go to the yard, and thus strengthen 
our staff. 'l'he number, however, would not be reduced by the alteration. With regard to the present 
arrangement, I may say I was opposed to it from the first. Subsequent to the robbery I wrote to the Govern
ment with reference to the appointment of a storekeeper, and one was appointed; but a short time ago, in 
order to economise, they gave Mr, Muirhea1l an increase of salary and made him do the duties of store-
keeper. Mr. Muirhead had been the head of the yard. · 

253. What are the head-keeper's duties? Simply to see that the place is kept clean by the warders. 
259. And could not the under-keepers do that? Yes. 
260. When the Commissioners go round the wards, do the warders accompany them? No; Mr. 

Muirhead usually accompanies them. 
261. By Mr. Broron.-Who drew out the rules for the management of the establishment]? They 

were drawn out in 1877, when the patients came up from Port Arthur, and have since been altered in 
matters of detail by myself. 

262. With reference to the milk supplied to the warders, do they only get sufficient for their own use? 
Yes, only enough for their own use. 

263. Are the rations supplied to the patients sufficient to maintain a proper state of health? Yes, 
judging from the appearance of the men and their condition. But they do not like the rations supplied 
now as well as they did those supplied some time ago. A change was made, some bL1tter being given, and 
less meat. This was not agreeable to the patients, hut still the diet answers very well. 

264. By .11fr. Dobbie.-Do your duties i:n connectio:U with the Lock Hospital occupy much time 
during the year? No. . · 

265. And with reference to the Training School and Lying-in Hospital? I only go to those institu
tions when I am sent for. My principal duties are superintending the Cascades Asylum for the Insane. 

266. Then the head attendant does the same work as you do ~ Yes, just the same ; I have to go over 
the establi!!hrnent, and am responsible. 

267. Suppose the head attendant was dispensed with as you have suggested, what would be the savino-? 
I think tlrnre would be a saving of £100 a vear. If the alteration were made I could call upon the stofe
keeper to do a g-reat-deal that I cannot ask Mr. Muirhead to do. Our staff of warders is very weak at the 
present time. We have only five warders on day duty, and they are not sufficient. 

268. Do. you think the buildings generally are suitable for the purposes for which they are used? 
Looking upon the buildings as merely temporary, I think they answer very fairly ; but it was always 
understood that the asylum would be merged into the New Norfolk Asylum. Putting that 8upposition on 
one side, I do not think the buildings are suitable for a lunatic asylum. 

269. Do you entertain any hope of the men being restored to their senses.? No. 
. 270. What is the place like in the winter .time? Jn the winter time it is very wet and miserable. On 
the whole I do not think it suitable for a lunatic asylum. 

271. If the patients were· transferred to the New Norfolk Asylum do you think a saving wonld be 
effected? Yes ; the staff would be reduced. One staff of men would do extra work, that is, they could 
overlook more patients. 

272. And would you get more efficiency by the change? I dare say ·that woulu be the case. 
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273. Then you approve of the transfer·? Yes. 
274. By Mr. Belbin.-Are they all criminal lunatics at the Cascades Asylum? Yes, with the 

exception of one or two from New Norfolk. 
275. By Mr. Lervis.-Do the paupers employed by you give satisfaction? Yes. 
276. Would you wish for more paupers ? No. 
277. Are any of the insane fit to do the work done by the paupers? No. 
278. Are all the patients on the same footing? Yes, they are all treated the same. 
279. What privileges does De Bomford enjoy which the others do not? The privilege of going from 

one yard to the other by himsel£ 

280. Does he take his meals with the rest of the patients? No ; he takes them alone. 
281. What extra rooms does he occupy? Only one room which he uses as a sittini:r-room. 
282. What regulations are there for visiting ?~can the friends of patients visit them at any time? 

Yes, on application to me. 

283. Are the attendants taken away from their duties to accompany these visitors round the place? 
No; the head-keeper does that, and in his ab5ence it is done by the under-keeper. 

284. Are you responsible for the discipline of the attendants ? Yes. 
285. Do you insist upon their always wearing uniform? As a rule I do not, provided they are clean. 

They put on an old suit of clothes when doing dirty work. 
286. Do the official visitors visit the Hospital during the night? No. 
287. Do you consider the man Meehan insane? I cannot say whether he is or not. 
288. Is he at the hospital still ? · Yes. 

289; How has he behaved himself? Very well. The official visitors were there yesterday, and were 
strongly of opinion that he should be let out. 

290. In your opinion was it right of the gaol authorities to send him to the Hospital at the expiration 
of his sentence instead of sending him to New Norfolk? He had not quite finished his sentence when he 
was sent there. 

291. If a criminal were sent to you from the gaol before the expiration of his sentence, and the term of 
his sentence expired while he was with you, would you not consider it to be your duty to release him and 
send him to New Norfolk ? No. 

292. Can you recommend that thii; man be released? No, not at present. 
293. Why was he placed ·in the upper yard? Because he was represented as a violent character in 

th·e first instance ; but he is in the lower yard now. 
294. Would there be a greater chance of his recovery if he were sent to New Norfolk than if he 

remained with you? He has been to New Norfolk several times, and it does not seem to do him any 
good. 

295. How do you account for the fact that the cost per head is more at the Cascades than at New 
Norfolk? Because we receive no contributions. 

296. What was the agreement between the Tasmanian Government and the Imperial Government as 
to the cost per head? I cannot say more than that I was informed that the Imperial Government agreed 
to pay £32 per head, and the cost amounts to over £38 per head, the Tasmanian Government having to 
pay the rest. 

297. Are the provisions supplied by contract satisfactory? Yes. 
298. Are the medical comforts satisfactoi-y ? Yes. 
299. By 1lfr. Gill.-Would you recommend the discharge of the. man Rew? I recommended his 

discharge some time ago, but no notice was taken of it. 
300. Do you think it wise to allow patients to amuse themselves with tools? If they are in a fit state 

I do not object. 
391. By Mr. Brorvn.-Are the books of the institution inspected by the visitors? Yes. 
302. By Mr. Roohe.-Can you suggest any improvements in the management? No, not more than I 

have already spoken of with regard to the appointment of a storekeeper, who would also perform other 
duties in the yard. 

303. Can you recommend any improvement in the Hospital for Contagious Diseases? No, there is 
nothing wanted there ; the one nurse is quite sufficient, and the buildings are satisfactory. 

304. Does the same remark apply to the Lying-in Hospital? Yes. 

MR. JOHN EVENDEN called in and examined. 
305. By Mr. Roolw.~You are Attendant at the Cascades Lunatic Asylum? Yes. 
306. What are your duties ? In the morning 1 prepare the lavatory for the patients to wash; I then 

remove the night utensils, superintend the washing, &c. ; I am employed 15 hours out of the 24. 
307. Have you seen a copy of the printed rules and regulations? No, ·not during the time I have 

been at the Institution, viz., 14 months. 
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308. From whom do yon receive instructions? From the head attendant. Dr. Coverdale gives the 

instructions in the first inoitance, and then they have to pass through three or four hands before they reach 
me, as the case may be. 

309. Have you ever been employed to do wo1,k other than that connected with the Institution? At 
one time I was requested to take some patients into Mr. Muirhead's garden to remove some fruit trees, and 
on another occasion I took a patient into the garden to prepare the ground for some plants. The patients 
have been employed fencing in the Government drying grounds .. 

310. How many attendants have been in charge of them? I have been employed in the Government 
Garden, but at present it is a matter of impossibility to carry it on. 

311. What do you recommend, then, with regard to the garden? · I would recommend that it be 
turned over to the Training School for the boys to work it; there are not sufficient attendants to look 
after it. 

312. Is there a sufficient number of attendants to do the household work? No. 
313. How are the inmates attended to in the matter of bathing? The bathing is done in a very incon

venient manner. The head attendant is never there. A clothing rack for numerical or alphabetical 
clothing would be useful. Mr. Smith is always present. 

314. Is the head attendant in the mess-room during the time the patients are getting their meals? 
No, not since I have been at the T nstitution. 

315. Whose duty is it to be in attendance? I am always there during· meal hours, as also Mr. Smith. 

316. Are the clothes washed satisfactorily? No. I would strongly recommend that it be done with 
machines, as it is done in Sydney, Melbourne, and Adelaide. The whole of the washing coulcl then be 
done in two or three hours, whereas it takes two or three days at the present time. 

317. Have you ever noticed any of the officials using Government property? Yes, about eight 
months ago I noticed some rugs being used by one of them. Dr. Coverdale called my attention to this. 

318. Was it reported ? Yes. 
319. With what result? I heard no more about the matter. 

320. Is the person there now ? Yes. 

321. Are dangerous instruments such as edged tools kept out of the reach of the patients? I do not 
know. 

322. Is there any list of prices charged for provisions supplied to the attendants? No, but there 
should be. 

323. Have you had much experience as a wardsman? Yes, I have had ·25 years' experience in 
-Imperial Government in discipline. 

324. C~n you suggest any imp~ov~ments tha~ could be effected at the Cascades? Y~s; the washing, 
as I have said, should be done by machmery, and 1t should be done by a sane person m a department 
separated from the yard. At the present time the clothing is destroyed to a great extent by scrubbing
brushes. I would also suggest an improvement in the yard, which is now very rough : some of the men 
wear out a pair of boots a month. The yard should be asphalted. 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22. 

Examination qf MR. JOHN EVENDEN-continued. 

325. By Mr. Roohe.--:-Can you suggest any other improvements than ·those you have mentioned? 
Yes ; without incurring any additional expense it would be a great improvement if. four paupers-a good 
class of men-were employed, in addition to those now at the establishment. These could do the outside 
work that is now performed by the attendants, who have consequently to neglect the inside work. That 
would save two hours every morning. 

326. In your opinion are the sick neglected? Yes; it cannot be otherwise, becanse the attendants 
are called away to do other work. There are not enough attendants as things are at present. 

327. How many keepers ~re there at the Institution? There are three. Mr. Muirhead is the head
keeper, then Mr. Smith and Mr. Leary are under him. 

328. Could any of these be dispensed with? Yes ; there are too many keepers, and not enough 
attendants. One man could do the work that is now done by the three keepers, at about half the salary ; 
the others should be made warders. At the present time, when an order is given by Dr. Coverdale, it has 
to pass through the whole of the keepers in rotation occasionally. 

329. Practically, the head keeper and Dr. Coverdale do the same work? Yes. The head~keeper is 
responsible. 

330. And is it unnecessary to have the two to perform the duties? Yes, quite unnecessary. I think 
all that is required is the Surgeon-Superintendent over the whole, one head warder, and one attendant in 
upper and one in the lower yard. As an inducement to the head ·warders to see that the work was properly 
done I would suggest that an addition be made to their salary of about 6d. per rlay. 

331. Hav~ the attendants to be in doors before a certain time? Yes, before 10 o'clock. 
332. Does the night watchman report those who are out later than 10 o'clock? Yes, and they are 

liable to be dismissed. The warders should, however, be in close proximity to the building at night, and 



15 
the~e should _be communication with their apartments by bell or. telephone, so that if anything occurred 
durmg the mght the watchman could call them on the spot at once. · 

333. Are the razors kept lying about? No; but there should be a drawer for them. One of the 
warders is supposed to be in attendance while a patient is being shaved, formerly two. 

334. By Mr. Gitl.-Are the wards ever left with only one attendant? Yes, frequently. 
335. Do you think the patients are well attended to? No, for want .of attendants. 
336. Do they receive medical comforts? I never saw any issued. Mr. Smith has always been 

exceedingly kind to sick patients and patients in general; he is a most efficient officer. 
337. Are the attendants always on duty? Yes, with the exceptiqn of one day once in six weeks, and 

every second night, from 5·45 P.M. until 10; otherwise they are always on duty. 
338. By Mr. Lervis.-Is it your duty to take the patients to the recreation ground? We take it in 

turns; but latterly it has been impossible to take the patients out daily owing to the insufficient number of 
attendants. If there are duties to perform outside, the patients cannot be taken out. 

339. Have any of the attendants besides yourself been taken away to d~ work not connected with the 
institution? Yes, there have been such cases. 

340. Do the inmates of the Hospital work in the garden? Yes ; on all occasions when labour is 
required of the patients they do it ; but they do not work in the garden frequently. There are not enough 
attendants to look after them. 

341. If there were more attendants would the patients be better attended to. Yes, and there would be 
more work done. 

342. By M1·. Gill.-Is the recreation ground used for any other purpose? No . 

.Examination of MR. ALEXANDER MUIRHEAD, Head Keeper of the Cascades Asylum. 
343. By Mr. Roolte.-You are Head Keeper at the Cascades Lunatic Asylum? Yes, and also 

storekeeper. 
344. Have you been in your present position long? For about 20 years. 
345. Are there any rules and regulations at the institution ? There were rules and regulations ; but 

for the last four or five· months the official visitors have been revising them. A written copy of the old 
rules is hanging in the top yard, but not in the lower yard. The warders, however, know the gist of the 
old rules. · 

346. Do you think there is a sufficient nurn ber of wardsmen ? No. 
347. What are your own duties? Chiefly supervision under 01·. Coverdale. I also attend to the store 

and do all the clerical work, making out the monthly returns for the Asylum, the Lying-in Hospital, &c. 
348. Does it take much time to issue the rations? Yes, it takes a great deal of broken time. 
349. Are the attendants ever called away to do private work? Not by me; of course they may be 

called away occasionally by Dr. Coverdale. 
350. Are pigs kept on the establishment by Dr. Coverdale? Yes. 
351. What becomes of the refuse from the Institution? A certain quantity goes to the Training 

School. 
352. What becomes of the remainder? I supp?se it goes to the Surgeon-Superintendent; but there 

is really very little refuse. 
353. What is done with the fat arid suet from the kitchen ? I dare say the cook has the benefit of that; 

but I am not certain of it. 
354. Has the cook ever received instructions to sell it? Not from me. 
355. Have any of the officers been reported to you for taking the patients' food? Yes ; a long time 

ago one of the under wardsmen was reported for taking some soup. 
356. Is the wardsman there still? Yes. 
357. When anything of that kind occurs, d9 you report it to the official visitors? My report goes to 

the Surgeon-Superintendent. 
358. Do the attendants use Government stores-such as rugs? They are allowed one set of bedding, 

but I do not think they have used the privilege, although I have had instructions from Dr. Coverdale to 
issue them, and they are not confined to one set. I never issue them without authority. 

359. Do you remember the case of an attendant receiving a new suit of clothes on leaving the Institu
tion? Yes; I received instructions from Dr. Coverdale to give him a suit of clothes out of the store. 

360. Is there always sufficient attendance on the sick? Yes, as far as the warders are concerned; 
but I have often thought that they should receive more medical comforts in the shape of nourishment. 
They do not get any beef tea, arrowroot, or anything of that kind. 

· 361. Are the patients exercised regularly in the recreation ground? Yes, nearly every day, weather 
permitting, and when we can spare the attendants to look after them. 1 · 

362. How many warders attend and look after them ? I cannot send any more than two. 
363. Is there much work done in the garden ; this year we have done less than in previous years; but 

we grciw a few vegetables there. 
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364. Are there any regular days on which the official visitors come ? No; we never know until they 

arrive. 

365. By llfr. Dobbie.-You occupy the same position with regard to the stores at the Contagious 
Diseases Hospital and the Lying-in Hospital as you do at the Asylum : . does that tafre up much of your 
time? Yes ; there is just as much trouble in connection with the rations and keeping the books for two 
as there is for twenty ; I have to make up the monthly returns just the same. 

366. Is there sufficient work to keep one man employed in issuing rations and doing the clerical work? 
Yes, nearly sufficient. . 

367. You and the Surgeon-Superintendent do practically the same work with regard to supervision, do 
you not? Yes ; I attend to the working department, and he to the medical department. When he comes 
in the morning, if there are any sick, I report the fact to him. Practically, I do the work, and he acts as 
medical officer. . 

368. If you were a medical man, could you perform all the work that you now do, and also that done 
by Dr. Coverdale? No, I could not. No medical man would undertake the receiving and issuing of 
stores, perform the clerical work, and discharge other duties that my appointment as head keeper demanrls. 

369. By Mr. Gill.-Do you keep pigs yourself? No. 
370. Is it usual for the barbers to leave the razors about within reach of the patients after shaving 

them? No; there is always a wardsman in attendance while the inmates are being shaved. 
371. By Jifr. Lemis.-Do you ever receive orders from the Surgeon-Superintendent to issue medical 

comforts? No, I have nothing to do with them; the Surgeon-Superintendent attends to that ; all the 
stimulants are under his charge. If he ordered me to issue sago I would do so. Nothing in the shape of 
spirits or wines is issued, with the exception of a drop of rum. 

372. The sum of £7 4s. 9d. was spent last year for this purpose: how was it expended? Probably in 
ale and rum. On four days in the year each patient is allowed half a pint of ale. 'l'his, together with the 
drop of rum, would make it up. 

373. Who does the gardening? The patients, the attendants being in charge. 
374. Do you ever send the attendants to do the gardening by themselves? No. 
375. You receive a great many visitors ? Yes. 
376. How do you admit them? On the presentation of an order. 
377. Can any of the other warders admit them on these orders? No, they have strict instructions 

not to do so. 
378. Who gives the orders? The Chief Secretary, any of the Official Visitors, a Member of Parlia

ment, or Dr. Coverdale. 
379. Do you think the visitor~ interfere with the patients? No, provided they do not come in large 

numbers. If they do so, our object is to get rid of them as soon as possible. 
380. Do you think it would be desirable to prevent the indiscriminate issuing of orders? Yes. 
381. Do you think it would be better to have some recognised person who alone could issue orders? 

Yes; and it would be better to issue them for certain days, and between certain hours. 
382. Are the attendants ever taken away from their work to show the visitors over the place ? I 

invariably show tl1cm over myself, unless I am otherwise engaged. O,f course it takes up a lot of time. 
383. Can you suggest any improvements in the way of economy? No ; unleds a visiting doctor did 

the medical work as formerly. No other official could be dispensed with having due regard to good 
management, as the storekeeping and clerical work of_ the C.D. Hospitai and Lying-in Hospital have been 
added to my other multifarious duties, and for which, I may state, I receive no remuneration. 

384. By M1·. Gill.-What is your opinion about shifting the patients to the New Norfolk Asylum? 
I do not think that would be a wise course to adopt, owing to the age of the patients. 

385. By Mr. Lemis.-Have any irregularities come under your notice? No. 
386. Is the place working well? Yes. 
387. By J.ll.r. Bromn.-Do you regard the establishment as a good winter quarter? The place is very 

cold. 
388. Are your properly provided with fires? Yes, there is always a fire in the day-room and in the 

Hospital wards. We are allowed a certain quantity of fuel, which we must not exceed, and sometimes the 
fires are extinguished. 

389. Do you think that is a proper thing to do? It is only done when the fires are not required
when it is warm enough without them. The warders have sometimes requested that the fires be put out. 

390. Are the rations sufficient for the patients? Yes, the full diet is ample for those who are not doing 
any work. Each man receives daily 14 ozs. meat, 12 ozs. potatoes, 22 ozs. bread, 6 drams tea, 2 ozs. suITar, 
½ oz. barley, ½ oz. salt, i pint of milk; 4 oz. flour per week, and 6 oz. butter per week. There is al~o a 
spoon diet, which is merely bread and water, salt and pepper, and milk. 

391. Do you not give them rice ? I have no say in the matter at all. If the doctor thinks fit to put 
them on spoon diet, ·I give them what 1 have stated, but no rice, unless ordered by the Medical Officer. 
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MR. SAMUEL SMITH, .Attendant, called in and examined. 
392. By Mr. Roohe.-You are Att_endant at the Cascades Lunatic Asylum? Yes. 
393. Do you go out with the patients to the recreation ground? No ; but I see them out. 
394. Do you think there is a sufficient number of attendants? No. 
395. Are the patients taken to the recreation ground regularly every day? No ; but they are taken 

often. During the last two months they have been taken out on an average 4½ days a week. 
396. Do the patients get properly cared for when they are sick? Yes; but in consequence of there 

not being attendants enough a patient is sometimes left to himsel£ · 
397. How often are they put into the bath? Always once a week ; but some bathe twice and 

three times a week. In the winter time, when it would be too cold for them, they only bathe when it is 
necessary. 

398. Have you ever been employed to do work outside the establishment? No; I am always 
employed in the yard. 

399. Do you know of any rules and regulations? I think they ,vere destroyed two or three years ago, 
but I do not know. 

400. Have you seen a copy hanging up in the yard? I think there are one or two pieces hanging up 
in the attendants' rooms; but I am not acquainted with them. 

401. In the event of a new attendant being appointed, who would instruct him in his duties? I would 
have to do that until he was thoroughly initiated. 

402. Have you a list of charges for the artides supplied from the store ? No. We do not know the 
prices ; there is no price-list of any kind. · . 

403. You are allowed one set of bedding per annum, are you not? When I first joined we were; but 
I have not received any at the Cascades. · 

404. Have any cases of improper treatment of the sick come under your notice ? I do not think so. 
There is always an attendant to look after a sick :i=atient. They do not, however, get sufficient nourishment, 
nor are they allowed medical comforts. 

405. By M1'. Gill.-You had a patient named Lynch, did you not? Yes, we had. 
406. How long was he ill before being reported? I do not know; but Lynch was not in the Hospital 

long. 
407. Was he left a day or two without proper attention being shown to him? Not to my knowledge 
408. Have you had reason to complain about not getting sufficient clothing and boots for the patients? 

Yes ; they are very badly clothed, and in consequence suffer from the cold in the winter time. 
409. Who has charge of the stores? Mr. Muirhead. 
410. And who has charge of the medical comforts? There are no medical comforts, with the exception 

of a little rum, and that is in my charge. 
411. Do not you think one person should keep all these? Yes. 
412. How long does it take to do the storekeeper's work? I suppose about half an hour every day. 
413. Do you not think that one of the under-keeper~ could be entrusted with the duty of keeping the 

stores? No ; in that case he would have to negle:::t some of his own duties in the yard. 
414. Can you suggest any improvement in the management of the Institution with a view to economy? 

Yes. In the first place I would do away with the two under-keepers and put an attendant on, with an 
addition of 6d. per day to his salary to see that the work is properly conducted. I believe the work would 
then be done more efficiently. 

415. How many attendants would you put urcder him ? The same as there are at present. 
416. But would there be sufficient? Yes; there would be plenty of attendants if they were not taken 

away to do work they have no business to do. 
417. By Mr. Roolie.-Is it the practice to take the attendants from their proper work and send them 

out? Yes, almost every day. , 
418. But for whom do they work, and what are they asked to do? The work is, I suppose, for the 

Government, but it is work not connected with the Institution; for instance, putting up a fence for the 
Lying-in Hospital. I have no doubt as to their being quite sufficient attendants if they were not taken 
away to do this work. · 

419. By Mr. Gill.-Could you manage with more old paupers at the Institution? Yes; it would be 
better if we had half-a-dozen more invalids. 

420. Do you think that it would be a saving to the clothes if you had machinery to do the washing? 
Yes; and it would facilitate the work also. 

421. By Mr. Lemis.-In your opinion would it be possible for a non-resident superintendent to do all 
the work? No ; in my opinion it is necessary that there should be a resident surgeon-superintendent at an 
establishment of this kind. Some of the inmates require constant medical attendance, and it is imperative 
that a medical man should be always at hand. 

422. By 1lfr. Gill.-How long have you been employed as attendant? For 40 years. For the first 
four years I was at the Hobart Hospital. Altogether I have had 40 years' experience. 
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AFTERNOON SITTING. 

Examination of DR. THOMAS C. SMART. 
423. By Mr. Rooke.-You were one of the Official Visitors to the Cascade Asylum until last year? 

Yes; I was Chairman during the year 1886-7. 
424. What is your opinion with regard to tlie management of that Institution ? Considering that the 

building was never designed for the purpose for which it is now used-having been an old prison, and quite 
unfit for a Lunatic Asylum-I should say that the management has heeu very fair. As an official visitor, 
no instance of mismanagement has ever come under my notice. 

425. You are no doubt a ware that there are virtually two managers at the Institution: do you think 
that two are necessary, or would it be possible to do without a resident medical officer? That is a question 
that has been discussed very often within the last few years; and to my mind a non-professional manager, 
with a visiting medical man, would meet requirements, and in that way it is probable that some reduction 
can be made. 

426. Do you think it would be advisable to remove the patients from .the Cascade Asylum to New 
Norfolk? Consideration has also been given to that question. I went fully into the subject with the Chief 
Secretary, Mr. Fysh, and we found that it would cost at least £15,000 for the additional accommodation that 
would be necessary. It then became a question whether, allowing 20 years as the probable time when the 
inmates of the Cascade Asylum will have ceased to exist, it would be wise to incur this expenditure for so 
short a time. My own opinion is, that it is not worth while. 

427. From what you have seen, do you consider that the sick patients get proper attendance? I am 
perfectly sure that the Government has never placed any restriction upon their obtaining medical comforts ; 
whether they get them or not is quite another question; but I have never known the Government refuse 
anything that is necessary for their comfort. 

428. During the time you were official visitor did any actual case of neglect come under your notice
I mean when a patient has been in the Hospital? No, not that I can at this moment recall to memory. 
Of course, as official visitors we do not look into the medical treatment of cases ; that is left to the medical 
officer. It would be quite out of the province of the official visitors to go minutely into the treatment of 
each case. 

429. Have you ever performed an operation at the Institution? Yes, I passed a catheter in a case of 
retention of urine. 

430. Was the patient relieved? Yes, he was relieved at once. 
431. Should that operation have been performed by the resident medical officer? Yes. The case 

was mentioned to us during our visit. We always ask the question, "Are there any patients in 
Hospital?" This question is asked in the presence of the medical officer. 

432. But why was the operation performed by you? It happened in this way. The man was reported 
to be ill, and I think it was .stated that he could not retain his water-that he had incontinence of urine. 
In many of these cases that is merely the result of the bladder being over-distended. As I had had long 
experience in these cases, I threw down the clothes and examined the man, and instantly found that he was 
suffering from distension. Dr. Coverdale then went to his house for a catheter. 

433. Then it virtually amounted to a consultation? Yes. 
434. Was the case an ordinary one ? Yes. 
435. Had the man been suffering long? He did not tell me. 
436. Should he have been treated as soon as possible? Yes. 
437. By the resident doctor? Yes. 
438. Can you suggest anything to '.the Commission in the way of improving the place? We have 

always had a difficulty to contend with in the way of improvements. The Government, although not 
refusing to spend money, gave us to understand that they would not be put to any large expense, but 
whatever we recommended in the way of small improvements would be done. Had I been able to carry 
out anything better I would have strongly recommended a different system of ventilation. The building is 
of solid stone-work, and no provision has been made for ventilation except a small tube. The matter was 
at.one time brought under notice, and the Clerk of Works, Mr. Shield, was sent up to make the best 
arrangements he could, but it is still defective. 

· 439. By llfr. Gill.-Do the official visitors have an opportunity of finding out any abuses that may 
exist during their visits? Yes, they go all round. The tabulated return which I framed when I was first 
appointed was found to be of the greatest possible use as a check upon abuses, because we always made up 
the report on the spot immediately after the inspection, and during that inspection we satisfied ourselves 
that the statements made were absolutely true and correct. No better guarantee could be furnished than 
that return. 

440. Was it out of your province to enquire into the economical working of the establishment? Yes, 
it was out of the sphere of the official visitors ; but even that was brought un.der our notice by the Govern
ment, and reductions were made; but we had very good reasons to go no further in this direction, because 
the place is so scattered. The Superintendent thought the reductions were carried out too far, and since 
.that time he has attempted to get authority to appoint a night watchman-which the Government has not 
granted-permanently. 

441. You stated. that a resident medical man was not necessi1ry : do you think that the patients are 
fit to be left without such an officer within call? Provided .Mr. Muirhead was thoroughly competent to 
take charge of the patients-thoroughly accustomed to them-I think it is hardly necessary; but there are 
reasons that would almost indicate the necessity for keeping a resident medical officer. 
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442. By Mr. Rooke.-Is there an agreement between the Imperial Government and 

Government that there shall be a resident medical officer at the Cascade Asylum? 
The Imperial authorities require that every care shall be taken of the patients, but I 
resident officer is specified. 

Examination of MR. DANIEL GALVIN, Attendant: 
443. By Mr. Rooke.-You are Attendant at the Cascades Asylum? I am. 

· J44. Have you been long there? Since the 4th May, 1887. 

the Tasmanian 
I cannot say. 

do not think a 

445. Since you have been at the Institution have you seen any rules and regulations? I have 
seen written rules, but not the whole of the printed rules. 

446. Where are these written rules? I have not seen them for some months. 
447. Do you know what is done with the pigs' food? It is taken out after dinner, put into a small 

can, and taken away by the Training School boys. A very small portion is thrown to the fowls. 
448. But that is not the whole of the refu3e-what becomes of the rest? I can.only speak of what 

comes from the tables of the Asylum. I do not know what becomes of that from the cook-house. 
449. Do you know what is done with the fat, suet, &c. from the kitchen? To the best of my belief it 

is the cook's perquisite. That, however, is only ::ny opinion. 
450. HavP, you ever done, or been asked to do·, any private work for the officials? I have been asked 

to do work for the officials occasionally. Tl:.en there is the "available" man at the gate, who is 
taken away to do any Government or outside work. Of course, when men are taken away it causes great 
inconvenience, because a sharp look-out has to be kept in order to preserve discipline. 

451. Are you in the habit of taking the patients to the recreation ground? Sometimes they are taken 
out daily, at other times four or five times a week; but we cannot take them out regularly, because of the 
scarcity of warders. 

452. Is there any scale of charges for the extra provisions supplied to you? Not for the attendants. 
We are allowed personal rations. . 

453. Do you remember a patient named Dent, on the 17th November last? Yes. 
454. What state was he in when you saw him? He was in a terribly filthy state, being covered with 

excrement. 
455. As an attendant, do you think the patients are properly cared for? There is not a sufficient 

number of attendants to do the work as it should be done. 
456. Would there be enough if they were kept strictly to the work? · Yes, I think there would, if you 

commenced at the top of the tree. There are too many masters. 
457. And if the attendants were kept to the work, without being taken away, would there be enough 

then? Yes, they might do it then. 
458. Are the patients· well clothed, i.e., do they get a proper supply at the right time? No ; some of 

the patients' clothes are very much worn before re:iewed. 
459. Do they ever have to go without boots? No; they are very destructive, and soon wear them 

out. 
460. Your wife is manager of the Lying-in Hospital, is she not? Yes. 
461. Does everything work well there now? Yes, things are in better working order now. At first 

there was a little difficulty. 
462. By Mr. Dobbie.-You mentioned that the man at the gate was taken away occasionally-is 

that for any length of time? When he is taken aTl'ay another man from the yards fills, his place, so that 
the gate is not left without somebody being there. 

463. Is he ever sent away from the Institution altogether ? No. 
464. Have any of the attendants been sent away; Yes; they have been sent away on Government 

messages. 
465. At the time they were supposed to be at their ordinary work ? Yes. 
466. With regard to the refuse from the cook-house that is not sent away, is there much of it? No ; 

there is not much altogether. 
467. By .1.Wr. Brorvn.-Is the meat always pc"operly cooked? Yes. 
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 1888. 
THE NEW NORFOLK ASYLUM. 

Examination ef DR. W. H. MACFARLANE, Medical Superintendent. 

468. By M1-. Rooke.-What.is your name?· William Holdsworth Macfarlane. 
469. You are Medical Superintendent of the New Norfolk Asylum for the Insane ? Yes. 
470. How long have you held that position? · ,1 have been here since October, 1878. I was at first 

Assistant Medical Officer, and was appointed Medical Superintendent on 1st October, 1880. 
471. In the Report of Drs. Manning, Dick, and Paterson there are a number of recommendations in 

reference to the improvement of the ;buildings : have these been carried out? Yes; the buildings have all 
been painted, and renovations have been effected where it has been possible to do so. 

472. Will you tell the Commission what improvements are now necessary? The first thing required 
is a steam laundry, and proper apparatus for supplying hot water all over the male division. At the present 
time we have great difficulty in providing clean clothing for the patients, and two night attendants have to 
keep up big fires to air the sheets. We also want a better kitchen, with steam cooking apparatw,. With 
regard to the buildings on the female side there is an utter want of classification, owing to the limited 
accommodation; but new buildings_ are now in progress to relieve the overcrowding on this side. A new 
building is being constructed for the acute and refractory, but it is necessary that there should be another 
part of the building for the chronic and dirty cases. I would also suggest that a proper large dining-room 
should be built to accommodate both male and female patients. This is the system adopted in England, 
and it has a very beneficial effect on the patients. In order to classify the patients on the male side we 
require a new building for the treatment of the refractory and acute cases. Again, the offices for the clerks 
and storekeeper are extremely deficient, and should be attended to. 

473. And would the improvements suggested by you bring the Asylum up to the modern ~tandard? 
Yes. 

474. The Official Visitors recommended that proper appliances be obtained for extinguishing fire : 
has that been attended to? Yes; we only want a higher pressure of water. At present we have two fire 
engines in excellent working order, and all appliances, _and we can get the water on to the roof of the build
ing, but with a higher pressure we could send it all over the place. 

475. Are the attendants trained to work the engine? Yes; a fire brigade was organised about 12 
months ago, and they have regular monthly practice. The captain of the brigade is the carpenter, who has 

. had experience under Mr. Maher. 
476. With regard to furniture and pictures, are you pretty well supplied? We will require more 

pictures and a little extra furniture. I would suggest that a sum of money should be allowed me for pro
viding recreation for the patients. In the Report on the various asylums in the neighbouring colonies 
it is stated that "at Gladesville and Parramatta they are allowed £250 each for tlie purpose of pro
viding . indoor amusements for the patients, such as theatrical and musical entertainments, billiard 
table, &c. At Cooma Asylum, containing only 50 patients, £50 per annum is allowed; at Newcastle, 
£100 per annum; and at Callan Park, containing only 150 patients, £150 per annum. These sums are at 
the disposal of the Superintendent. Some of the Asylums possess a band of music, the musicians· being 
attendants and pRtients." We have nothing of that sort here. The Asylum should also be provided with 
more newspapers and illustrated papers. The sum of £400 is allowed for incidental expenses, but when we 
have purchased f~rniture, carpets, and other things that are required, there is very little left for amusements. 

477. Is the clothing of good quality? As a rule, yes. 
~78. Is the contract for the supply of food carried out satisfactorily? Yes. 
479. Have you any suggestions to make with regard to the lavatories? Yes ; the lavatory in the 

front division should be at once improved. 
480. Is the drainage in good order? Yes. 
481. Have you had any cases of typhoid fever? Yes, two cases, but I believe the water was the 

cause of these ; it is now being analysed. 
482. Do the patients generally enjoy good health? Yes; we only had one death last year on the 

female side. There were 19 on the male side. . 
483. You classify the patient~ ·as well as you can ? Yes. 
484. Have there been any cases of injury inflicted by the patients? The only case lately has been 

that of a patient who broke his own leg. We had a case of poisoning this year, which was made the 
subject of a coronial inquiry. 

485. What.opportunities have you for taking the patients to hear divine service? I think we should 
have a chapel built here for that purpose, provided with a suitable organ. I believe the experiment has 
been tried in England with good effect. The time has also arrived when we should have a paid organist. 
Hitherto a lady.has performed the work gratuitously. 

486. Have you a sufficient number of attendants? No. I shall have to get an extra attendant 
owing to the new holiday scheme which has been instituted to relieve the warders of the irksomeness of a 
continued sojourn at the Asylum. 

487. How are the attendants distributed? In the. back yard in the proportion of 1 warder to 11 
patients; at the gentlemen's cottage, 1 to 7; in the front division, where the patients are quiet, about 1 to 
16. We should have more in the back division, but in the other divisions they can manage; if not, I 
should have the arrangement altered . 
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488. What number of patients are there altogether at the Asylum? 137 males and 157 females. 
489. Could you provide for any more? Yes, on the male side, but not on the female side at present, 

without overcrowding. · · 

490. What is your opinion as to ~ne of the medical officers residing on the establishment? I do not 
think it is absolutely necessary at present. There is telephonic communication between my house and the 
male division, and I can be summoned at a moment's notice, living within easy call of the Asylum. 

491. How often do the Official Visitors call at the Asylum? Always once, and, as a rule, twice· a 
month. 

492. Are there any special days set apart for these visits? Sometimes they tell me when they are 
coming, but not always. One of the Visitors has come in the middle of the night and· gone round the 
Asylum. 

· 493. Do you approve of the large number of casual visitors? No, decidedly not. This Asylum is 
deficient in one respect. As soon as a visitor is admitted he is amongst the patients, and that is not the 
case in any other Asylum in Australia. I have frequently been obliged to stop visitors from going over to 
the gentlemen's cottage. I strongly deprecate interfering with .the privacy of paying patients, and I never 
as a rule allow visitors there. They pay for their privacy, and are therefore entitled to enjoy it. 

494. Have there been any cures effected lately? Yes ; _last year the treatment was very successful, 
considering the over-crowded state of the building, and the fact that idiots and imbeciles are admitted 
to the Institution. In most of the other Asylums this is not the· case; they are sent to separate 
Institutions. Female criminal lunatics are also sent here. 

495. Do you consider the food supply sufficient? Yes, but! should like to vary the diet m·ore. We 
cannot do this at present now owing to the detective kitchen arrangements. 

496. Has the diet been altered lately? Not since the specialists suggested it. The meat and pofatoes 
are always inspected by the Medical Officer, and the dinner is always tasted by the Assistant Medical Officer 
to see that it is properly cooked. 

497. Do you think there is sufficent land for the Asylum and grounds? N' o ; I am of opinion that a 
cricket field is required, and 1 would suggest that Gray and Burnett streets be closed, and that the Parsonage 
·grounds be purchased. This ground should be secured, especially when it is remembered that a lai·ge num
ber of excursionists visit the place. I have frequently seen boys climb on the :walls to look over, and it is a 
source of great annoyance. The more demonstrative female patients have had to be sent in from the yard 
on these occasions. It was suggested in the specialists' report that this land be purchased by the Govern
ment.. It would be a distinct source of revenu~, because we could cultivate more land than we·do at present. 

498. Have you printed rules and regulations? Yes. . · 
499. Have they been revised lately? Yes ; they were remodelled in 1885, and brought up to the 

requirements of the Institution. They are framed and hung up in all the war~s. 
500. Returning to the sug·gestion that a chapel be built : in your opinion would the patients be im

proved by it? Yes ; in England it has had a great mo1:al and beneficial effect upon the patients. 
501. Has the recommendation as to a clerk and sy>rekeeper's assistan.t been carried out? Yes; and I 

would recommend further that the official visitors be empowered to condemn t}).e old store!. At present we 
have to wait a very long time before they are condem:µ~d, and it ii;; by no means a good sanitary arrange
ment to have them about the building decompo:;;ing year after year. · They should be condemned every three 
months. · · 

502. By Mr. Dobbie.-What is the practice now? We have to make a list of all the stores for con
demnation, and when these have been accumulating for a great length of time it is a very unpleasant cere
mony to go through. If the official visitors were empowered to condemn the articles, we would, of co·urse, 
see that nothing was wasted. I would like also to mention the fact that the carpenter received his appointment 
from the Lands and Works Office. The rule states that I _shall appoint all at~endants, and I would prefer 
doing so. With regard to the new rules, I will refer to the leave of absence granted to the Medical Officers. 
At present Dr. Crampton is allowed 30 days, and I am allowed 35 days in the year. If I leave the Institu
tion for three weeks the Assistant Medical Officer has to do my work. This is too great a strain for one 
man, and compl_etely does a way with the benefits of the holid:q. I would therefore suggest that an Assist~ 
ant Medical Officer be appointed for two months in the year at a salary of about five guineas per week. 
As the matter at present stands neither I nor the Assistant Medical Officer can derive any.benefit from our 
holiday. There is another suggestion I desire to make with regard to the. visiting days. These might be 
confined to two days in the week. Friends of patients can now come every day. I would name the days 
for these visits, which would, of course, be approved of by the official visitors, with discretionary power 
when the visitors come from long distances. ' . · · · 

503. By Mr. Huston.-In place of the recommendations of the former Commissi?n with regard to 
new buildings, what is being done? There is a new building for'the male idiots,· and a building for the 
acute cases on the female side now is being constructed contig11.0us to it. 

504. Has recommendation No. 4,-'-viz., '' That the grounds generally be rendeored more attractive by 
planting ornamental trees, shrubs, and flowei·s,"-received attention? No. 

505. Has recommendation No. 5 been carried out,-viz., " That the refractory yard for females be 
improved in appearance, and that it_ be more securely and neatly fenced"? res. · . . . . 

506. With regard to recommendi,tion 6-" That in the back male division the yard be extended, and 
otherwise improved in appearance_ by planting trees, &c."-what is . .your opinion? I would suggest that 
some of the rooms on the south wmg be taken away altogether. That has been recommended for. years 
past. The first object, however, is to secure· the land I have alluaed to. 
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507. What has been done with regard to recommendation No: 10-" That all other wards in the back 

division should cease to be used for the accommodation of patients as soon as better quarters can be provided · 
for them, and that some portion of these buildings should be entirely removed to afford the needful space 
for the extension of the recreation ground in that division? The wards are still in use. 

508. It was also recommended" That improved bath-rooms and better kitchen and laundry arrange~ 
ments and appliances be provided for" : has that been attended to? The arrangements are a little 
better. In the female division the kitchen has been a little improved; but good bathrooms and baths have 
been provided in the female department. 

509. Has the store accommodation been improved? The building used as a store is not altogether a 
suitable building for the pmpo3e. It is very hot in summer and excessively cold in winter, and is more 
suitable for a hardware store. What we require is a properly constructed building fitted up for the purpose. 

510. Are the matron's quarters comfortable? Yes, they are comfortable enough, ex~ept that the 
matron is subjected to the noises ; but that, of course, will be remedied when the new building for the 
refractory females is completed. 

511. B,y 111:r. Dobbie.-What is your opinion concerning the criminal lunatics now at the Cascades 
Asylum ?-do you think they should be removed to New Norfolk? No. My opinion is that it would be 
an unwise action. At present we have private lady and gentlemen patients at N cw Norfolk, and it is very 
possible that their friends would object to placing them in the same building with the class of characters 
now confined at the Cascades Asylum. In England there is an asylum at Broadmoor devoted solely 
to criminal lunatics, and in New South Wales there is a special place for them at Parramatta. Perhaps, 
on the grounds of economy, it would be better to transfer them here; but even in that case I would 
strongly recommend that they should not be mixed with other patients, even in recreation. 

512. Then, a new building would have to be erected for them? Yes, decidedly. 
513. Do you consider that the number of criminal lunatics is likely to be kept up? No, I do not 

suppose so, although insanity is on the increase all over the world. As a rule, they are not favourable for 
treatment. The new building at New Norfolk would have to be made very strong, the patients being 
just the same as prisoners, and the walls should be high. In 20 years there might be no criminal lunatics, 
and the consequence would be that the Government would have a building. on their hands quite unsuited for 
other than that class of lunatics for which it was built. In all probability, as soon as the transfer was made, 
a private lunatic asylum would be opened, and the Government would thus be at a loss. 

514. How are the patients admitted here? In three ways: first, on a Justices' order, which is signed 
by two Justices, and is accompanied by a medical certificate; second, on a private order, which has two 
separate medical certificates; and third, on the Governor's warrant. We have none of the latter class now,
they are sent to the Cascades; but we can admit them if necessary. 

515. Do you think that any improvement could be made in the mode of sending lunatics to the 
Asylum? No. 

516. How are patients discharged 'l By the Official Visitors. The criminal lunatic.:s are, however, 
discharged on the Governor's warrant. In the case of a private order, the persons signing the document 
can take the patient out, provided he is not dangerous or suicidal. 

517. By D1'. Huston.-What bP,comes of your poor p~tients when they are fit to be discharged? If 
they are very poor when they are sent out, I give them a little money. . 

518. Is that provided by the GoTernment? I sometimes give it out of my own pocket, and sometimes 
from the petty cash. 

519. What provision is made for sending them to their homes? I write to the Administrator of 
Charitable Grants, requesting that the patient be removed, and it is generally done without any delay to 
speak 0£ I am of opinion that there should be a sum set aside specially for this class of patients leaving 
the building. The petty cash is not sufficient for this purpose. 

520. I believe you have lately applied for a steam engine to have the wood cut up in that way inetead 
of by hand? Yes ; the steam engine should be purchased at once.' In the first place, wood-cutting is not 
a beneficial occupation for patients who are recovering from mental disease; they might be employed with 
far more beneficial results in agricultural work and in beautifying the grounds. When we get the steam 
laundry the steam from that will work the saws. But, for the reason I have mentioned, it is very desirable 
that a small steam engine be purchased immediately for wood-cutting. 

52]. Are the attendants in uniform? Yes. 
522. By M1·. Lervis.-How many kitchens are there in the whole establishment? One at the gentle

men's cottage, one in the main building, one in the female division for the nurses, one in the ladies' cottage, 
and one at the farm for idiots. 

523. How many cooks are employed? Three. 
524. Would it be possible to include all these kitchens in one? Yes. My proposal is to have one 

central kitchen, with proper steam-cooking apparatus. Then one cook can do the whole of the work, and 
everything will be properly cooked. 

525. Have you had any trained attendants brought into the Hospital? Yes. There have been trained 
attendants from England on the female side, but I cannot say that there is any decided benefit in obtaining 
them. Every asylum is constructed on a different principle. and I believe there is no psychological school 
for training the nurses in England. It is better to train our own nurses. Specialists decidedly deprecate 
trained attendants, who soon become dissatisfied. 

526. Are you satisfied with your present working staff? Yes. 
527. How many hours a day are warders on duty? Twelve; from 6 .A.M. to 6 P.M., with time for 

meals. 
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528. Is there sufficient employment about the farm and the establishment for all those who are able to 

wor~? Yes ; but if we had more land we could do more work, particulal'ly ifwe get the steam power for 
cu,ttmg wood. . 

529. Are copies of the rules and regulations given to the warders and officials? The rules and regu
lations are hung up in the wards. We applied some time ago to have these rules properly printed. At 
present the doctors', matrons', and attendants' rules are printed together, and this is a very injudicious 
arrangement, because I do not consider the attendants should know what our rules are. 

530. Considering that the discharging of patients is in the hands of the official visitors, do you think 
that the visits are made often enough? Yes. 

531. Would it not be possible for a patient to remain in the Asylum for almost a month after a cure 
has been effected and he is fit to be discharged? In a case of that kind I would arrange with the patient's 
friends to come for him, and give the official visitors two days' notice. 

532. Can one Official Visitor grant a discharge? No; there must be two. 
533. Do you consider that you can get a properly qualified medical officer to assist in the work during 

the leave of absence granted to you and Dr. Crampton for five guineas per week? Ye·s. There are 
often several in Melbourne who have to study psychology for three months, and I think I could always make 
arrangements to have the duties performed for £50 a year. 

534. Are there any rules· for admitting visitors, or do you use your own discretion? No ; visitors are 
admitted just the same as they are in other asylums ; but it is a recognised rule that they are to be kept 
out of the way of dangerous patients. 

535. None of the attendants are allowed to admit patients without your order or Dr. Crampton's? No, 
certainly not. They have never attempted to do so. 

536. Who orders patients to be sent iI\tO the Cascades Asylum from New Norfolk? They are sent 
there on a Governor's warrant. 1 apply for this warrant when I see a very dangerous case, or one addicted 
to unnatural offences, and for this reason-the Cascades Asylum has more .single room accommodation, 
which is imperatively necessary in cases of this kind. 

537. Is the new fence that is being built high enough? No, it should be higher. But in my 
opinion the whole of the iron fences should be taken down and a brick wall lOft. high substituted. · 

.538. By Mr; Gill.-As a professional man do you consider that the Cascades Lunatic Asylum could 
be managed with a superintendent an<l a non-resident medical officer? No. In an establishment where 
there are criminal lunatics it would be highly dangerous to be without a resident medical officer in charge. 

539. By M1·. Lewis.-What recreation do the warders get? They get 20 days' leave of absence in 
the year; otherwise they get no recreation, except when they go out or play with the patients. 

DR. JOHN S. CRAMPTON,· Assistant Medical Officer, Hospital for the Insane, New Norfol!,, 
called in and examined. 

540. By 11:fr. Rooke.-Your name is John S. Crampton, and you are Assistant Medical Officer for 
New Norfolk Hospital for the Insane ? Yes. 

541. How long h~ve you been in that position? Ten months. 
542. What experience did you have before that time ? I was Medical Assistant at the District 

Asylum, Ennis, for two years; Medical Assistant at Richmond Asylum, Dublin; two months; Assistant 
Medical Superintendent at Newcastle-on-Tyne City Asylum, four years; and temporary Superintendent at 
Ennis District Asylum six months. 

543. From your experience can you suggest any improvements to the Commission? In the first place, 
the idea of the Asylum is more or less lost on account of its closeness to the public roads. 
· 544. Do the patients get well fed? They do not get a sufficient ·variety of vegetables; potatoes are 

the only vegetables supplied to them. 
545. Do you consider that there is sufficient land for the Asylum? No; I am of opinion that more 

land should be purchased. 
546. Have you a sufficient number of attendants? Yes. 
547. Do they perform their work properly? Yes, to the best of their ability, and considering that we 

are not able to draw trained attendants from other Asylums. 
548. How often do the Official Visitors go through the Asylum? Once a month, and sometimes twice. 
549 . .As a rule, do you know when they are coming?· Yes; but they have come unexpectedly. 

550. Do you consider they come often enough? Yes. 
551. Do you think the patients have a fair chance of recovery? Yes ; but at the present'.time they 

suffer from a want of classification. · 
552. What is your opinion with regard to the number of casual visitors who call at the Asylum? My 

opinion is that a large number of visitors is prejudicial, not only to the working of the establishment, but 
also to the recovery of the patients; and for these reasons I would discourage indiscriminate visiting. They 
should only be admitted by the order of the Chief Secretary, at the discretion of the medical officers. 

553. What is your ~pinion with regard to the patients cutting wood? Wood-cutting is not _a beneficial 
occupation for them, and I would recommend that the work be done by steam and the patients put to 
other work. 
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554. During the leave of absence allowed to the Medical Superintendent you dre left in sole charge : 
do you not find the duties very onerous? Yes, I must remain about the establishment all the time. 

555. Are you of opinion that another medical officer should be appointed to assist during the time Dr. 
Macfarlane and you are away? Yes, such an officer would be very useful. · 

556. Are you of opinion that a steam laundry is required? Yes. At the present time a large amount 
of washing is left undone in consequence of there not being a steam laundry. 

557. Can you suggest any other improvements? Yes; I would suggest that a central block of 
buildings for a kitchen and dining hall, with bath-rooms, be erected. They are urgently necessary. 

558. Are the patients in the habit of assaulting one another? Very rarely ; and when they do, the 
warders, who have entire control over them, put a stop to it at once. 

559. Then you consider that the establishment is working satisfactorily? Yes. I would recommend 
that a chapel be built for religious services. It would have a most beneficial effect upon the patients. At 
present services are held and prayers read in the dining-room on the female side, or the recreation-room. 

560. Is there room for holding services? Yes, we have no difficulty, but there should be a separate 
building for the purpose. 

561. Are the patients attentive? Yes, and I think they appreciate the services ? 
562. By .iv.fr. Lemis.-Are the vegetables grown at the farm for the use of the patients? .Yes, but 

only sufficient to supply the private cottages. 
563. Is the milk obtained from the farm sufficient to supply the whole institution? Scarcely. 
564. Do you go outside for it ? No ; the use of it is restrirted. 
565. There is an item jin the Estimates for a milkman-what are his duties? He attends to the cows. 

He has another man farming under him, and he has two patients under his control on the farm. 
566. When you send patienLs to the farm does a warder accompany them? Yes, and there is always 

a man about the farm. 
567. You stated that the kitchens should be centralised: in your opinion would there be a saving 

effected if this were done? Yes, there would not be so many cooks required. 
568. Could you then dispense with the services of any of the attendants? Yes, I believe one or two 

attendants could then be dispensed with. 
569. By JJ:Ir, Dobbie.-Will you explain what you meant when you remarked that the idea of the 

Asylum was lost? Patients are sent to the Asylum to be secluded, but the public roads being so close to the 
establishment this is not the case. 

57Q. Are you of opinion that these streets should be blocked up? Yes. 
571. Will yori enumerate the streets? The roads should be closed in Burnett-street from Grey-street 

to George-street; and Grey-street should be closed as far as Humphrey-street. I have read the recom
mendation made by a former Commission, and approve of it. I would recommend that the land be 
purchased. · 

572. Is there sufficient ground for the use of the asylum at present? N.o; we have not a cricket 
ground, and the ground utilised for farming is not sufficient. 

573. Do you think the purchase of the lanrl you have mentioned and their additions to the Asylum 
absolutely necessary for the welfare of the institution? Yes. 

574. Would you approve of certain days being fixed for casual visitors? Yes, two days in the week 
would be quite sufficient; and at any other time, except in cases of emergency, I would not admit casual 
visitors. 

575. Is there sufficient accommodation for the attendants? It is extremely meagre on the male side, 
but it is fair on the female side ; they are, however, obliged to use the kitchen for a sitting-room. If their 
bedrooms were larger they would be able to use them more or less for that purpose. In other asylums there 
are large dining-rooms which are used as sitting-rooms. 

576. Do you consider that the females should have a dining-room for that purpose? I consider that 
there should be a common dining-hall for males and females. Nothing tends more strongly to promote 
discipline than to allow the male and females patients to dine in the same room. The system acts most 
beneficially. 

577. Is the bedding of the patients regularly washed? No. I am told that some of the blankets have 
not been washed for years owing to the want of washing accommodation. If this were improved we would 
be able to give the patients sheets. 

578. By ll!fr. Gill.-Are the attendants kind to the patients as a rule? Yes. If a patient complains 
of ill-treatment investigation is made immediately, and both.the attendants and patients are questioned. 

579. Do you ever have any concerts at the Asylum? Yes, sometimes they are given voluntarily, and 
occasionally they are paid for. Word is sent to the Chairman of Official Visitors, and he gives -the order. 

580. Have you any patients who are addicted to unnatural offences? No, not to my knowledge. I 
do not believe that anything of the kind occurs. 

581. Have you any means ofasc~rtaining these cases? Yes; the attendants report them to the doctor 
immediately. We have single rooms, where we place patients ifthere is any doubt. 

582. By Mr. Bromn.-Who works the garden for the use of the Institution? It is worked by the 
gardener and the patients. 

583. What is done with the produce ? The greater portion of it goes to the private cottages. 
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584. Do the other patients get any of it? Only occasionally. 
·585. Is any of the produce sold? Not to my knowledge. 

. 586. Have you ever known any of the produce to be sent away as presents? No. As a matter of 
fact if' there were sufficient vegetables grown to supply the other patients they would be provided with 
them. 

587. By Mr. Roolw.-F1;om your experienc in other Asylums, do you consider that there is a fair 
number of cures effected at the New Norfolk Asylum? Yes; if the present per-centage of recovery is 
lower here, it is entirely on account of the nu::nber of chronic cases compared with other Asylums. 

588. Have there been any cases ofreco'\"ery among the paying patients lately? Yes. 
589. Is it desirable to allow visitors to go through the private cqttages? No; such a practice is 

extremely improper except in the case of relations or friends. Visitors who come merely from curiosity are 
not allowed to see the paying patients. 1.'he head attendant has express instructions to that effect. 

590. Who accompanies the casual visito:s? The head attendant, and his time is cons tautly wasted in 
this way. 

AFTERNOON SITTING. 

DR. THOS. GRAY, Official Vi.,itor, Ne,v Norfolll Asylum, called in and examined. 
591. By M1·. Roolw.-You are Official Visitor for the New Norfolk Asylum for the Insane? Yes. 
592. How long have you held that position? Six months. 
593. How often are the official visits made? Certainly once a month, with notice, and occasionally 

without notice. 
594. Do you approve of casual visitors in large numbers ? ~ o; I think it is a most objectionable 

practice, and not conducive to the success of the medical treatment ; it should therefore be discouraged in 
every possible way. 

595. From your visits to the Asylum, have you anything to find fault with with regard to the manage
ment? No ; I am of opinion that it is very well managed. 

596. Do you think once a month is ofter, enough for the official visits? Yes, with the intermediate, or 
"surprise" visits which we make; in order to see if there is any laxity. 

597. Do you consider that the patients are well looked after in the way of food and clothing? yes, 
they are particularly well cared for. We tear corn plaints sometimes, and enquire into them, but there is 
generally no ground for complaint. 

598. As to accommodation, are you of opinion that there should be more land bought? Yes ; and I 
would also suggest that no ·more buildings should be erected on the portion of land now enclosed. The 
Government should, in my opinion, acquire more land as soon as possible, so as to be able to give the -
patients greater facilities for recreation. A.t p1·esent they have no recreation ground at all. · 

599. Can you suggest any improvements? It wonld be very desirable to have a steam laundry and 
steam power for cutting wood. 1.'he men who are employed in the wood-yard could then be advan
tageously occupied in decorating the grounds and agricultural work. 

600. Do you approve of a small sum c,f money being specially grante_d for amusements, pictures, &c.? 
Yes ; I think such a sum would be spent with great advantage, and would be conduqive to the patients' 
recovery. 

601. During the usual leave of absencE. which is granted to the medical officers, one doctor is left in 
sole charge of the establisliment. Do you think the work is too heavy for him? Yes; because it is 
necessary that one man should be always on the building. 

602. Are you of opinion that a temporary medical officer is necessary to assist the ·,fficer left in charge? 
Yes. 

603. So far as your experience g~es, do you consider that the officers and attendants do their duty? 
Yes; during the whole time I have been Official Visitor I do not remember the Medical Superintendent 
calling my attention to one case of misconduct or neglect, with the exception of a case of carbolic poisoning; 
but the person implicated was-asked to resign in consequence. 

604. Have any cases been brought under your notice of the patients injuring one another? No, no 
,cases of importance. 

605. You arn also Official Visitor to the Cascades? Yes. 
606. Do you consider that a resident medical officer is necessary for that establishment? I am of 

opinion that a medical man residing at Hobart, within telephonic communication with the Asylum, would 
be quite sufficient for the medical care and treatment of the insane at that institution. 

607. Do you think that the patients are well cared for? Yes, as well as they can be, having regard 
to the unsuitableness of the building. The general management is as satisfactory as possible under the 
circumstances. 

608. As Official Visitor can you make any suggestions? If it be possible to get a piece of land in 
conjunction with the New Norfolk Asylum, where a building could be erected for the criminal lunatics, then 
-the same staff would perform the work of the two institutions, and thus save the expense of the Cascades 
Asylum. 

609. Would that not have an effect upon the paying patients? I do not think it would. 
610. What is your opinion concerning the number of visitors to the Cascades Asylum?:, That is 

·,becoming a very serious matter. 'l'oo many authorities are issuing orders, and it should be put a stop to at 



26 

once. .At present the .Asylum is being made a show place. There should be some regulations for visiting. 
.As an Official. Visitor I must also draw attention to the gross irregularities existing in connection with one 
patient named De Bomford. 

611. Relate the particulars concerning his case?_ He is allowed more liberty than the other patients, 
living in special apartments, and receiving benefits which, in my opinion, are absolute- luxuries, and totally 
unnecessary for his disease. Special meals are brought to him by his relations. .As a matter of discipline 
this course cannot be too strongly condemned. In any institution it would be subversive of all discipline. 

612. Is there anything like that at the New Norfolk .Asylum? No. 
613. By J.l!lr. Gi.ll.-Do you know a patient at the Cascades named Rew? Yes; he is fit to be 

discharged at any date, and has no right to be there. The Official Visitors have reported his case to the 
Government. 

614. Has it ever been reported to you that patients have~been ill-treated at the New Norfolk .Asylum 
by the warders ? No, never. 

615. Do you think that when a man has lost his reason he should be harshly treated? No; any man 
who has lost his reason should be treated with all possible kindness, and not as a prisoner. I do not think 
it right that a man who is not a prisoner should be sent to the Cascades Asylum. It is a very bad 
precedent to make. If a patient becomes very demonstrative there should be some means of keeping him at 
New Norfolk. · 

616. By 1rfr. Roolle.-What cases have been sent there? Two or three ·cases of unnatural offences 
and violence. I am entirely opposed to sending them to the Cascades, because any act committed during 
their lunacy is not a criminal one. There are cases which may become exceedingly obnoxious here ; but 
if they were always sent to the Cascades there is the possibility of making that institution a permanent 
building instead of a temporary one. 

617. By J.rfr. Dobbie.-Do you consider that De Bamford should be in the Cascade .Asylum? Yes. 
618. By J.rlr. Gill.-Do you think that a special Board of Enquiry should be appointed to enquire 

into De Bomford's case? Yes, I certainly think that special enquiry should be made into his case. 
619. By M1-. Lervis.-Is it possible for a patient to be detained at New Norfolk .Asylum long after 

recovery? No, I have never known a case where a patient has been detained longer than necessary. 
620 . .Are all these cases well investigated? Yes. "\\'hen patients are reported to be fit to be discharged 

they are brought into the Medical Superintendent's office, and examined by the Official Visitors, and their 
sanity proved. They are also questioned as to the treatment which they have received while in the 
Asylum, and asked whether they have any charges to make against the medical officers. I have never 
heard an answer given in the affirmative. 

621. Do the Official Visitors make enquiries into the other cases? Yes, as we go through the wards. 
· 622. Do you think it would be possible · for a patient to recover, ·and not be reported by the 

Superintendent, and the case escape the notice of the Official Visitors? No. 
623. Is there any safeguard a()'ainst this? Yes, the Official Visitors examine into each case. I might 

here mention that I make visits to the .Asylum during all hours in the night, and have never found any
thing other than satisfactory. 

624. How do you account for the expense per head being so -much higher at the Cascades .Asylum 
than it is at New Norfolk? I presume there is better management in the one than in the other ; and the 
smaller number of patients may have something to do with it. The patients at the Cascades require more 
attention also, and a greater number of warders. 

. 625. Which laud, in your opinion, should be purchased for the extension of the New Norfolk grounds? 
The land opposite to the .Asylum should be acquired, and Burnett and Grey-streets closed, the former 
street between George and Grey-streets, and the latter sti;eet as far as Humphrey-street. The sooner· this 
land is acquired by the Government the better, and the cheaper it will be in the long run. 

626. Is the farm _sufficiently large to give employment to the patients? No. 
627. If a patient is sent to the Cascades on a Governor's warrant from the gaol, would he be trans

ferred to New Norfolk at the expiration of his sentence, or would he be retained at the Cascades-that ie, 
if he had not recovered? That would depend upon the report of the Medical Superintendent. He would 
be sent here as a pauper lunatic. 

628. Should the man Meehan be retained at the Cascades? No ; cases like his should not be retained 
there. I may tell you that I moved that a special report should be taken from the Medical Superintendent 
as to Meehan's present condition. 1 

629. Why a special report? We cannot certify as to his insanity because .we have not the same 
opportunities of judging as the Medical Superintendent. 

630. Is there a visitor's book at the two asylums? There is no visitor's book at New Norfolk, but I 
believe there is one at the Cascades .Asylum. It is, however, very irregularly kept. 

631. Would it not be advisable for the head attendant to keep a record of the names of visitors? Yes. 
632. Have they any rules and regulations at the Cascades .Asylum? We are revising them now, 

and we hope that they will be printed ready for our next visit to the .Asylum. 
633. Do you consider that the patient De Bomfotd is fit to do work in the stores, and carpentering 

work? Yes, I think he is fit to do any kind of work, and should be utilised. 
634. He does a quantity of fret-work; do you consider that that should be sold to defray the cost of 

keeping him? I believe it is sold, and the money goes into his own pocket. I may mention, with regard 
to this patient, that a letter has been sent to the Chief Secretary requesting that he will grant the Official 
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Visitors an interview, in order to learn why he is treated different to the other patients. One of the other 
patients has remarked that while De Bomford was treated to so many luxuries he would not care for 
discipline. 

635. What is your opinion with regard to the employment of paupers at the Cascades-do you think 
some benefit would be derived from employing a greater number than there are there at present? No ; 
they are perfectly useless, and are under no control, doing as they like, and getting drunk when they have 
an opportunity. 

636. By Jl,fr. Gill.-What experience have you had as a specialist among lunatics ? None ; I l1ave 
never been in medical charge. 

637. By Dr. Huston.-Do you approve of the designs for the improvement of the Asylum? No; 
the idiots' asylum is too close to the residents' houses, and it is overlooked by a public-house. For the 
,same reasons I disapprove of the site for the new buildi,,g for the acute, chronic, and dirty cases on the 
female side. I am also of opinion that to build a place for the male dirty, acute, and chronic cases imme
diately in front of the gentlemen's cottage, as per plan, would be a gross piece of injustice to the gentlemen 
patients. The small piece of ground in front of their cottage should on no account be taken from them. 
I would not support any further extension of buildings within the present walls. 

638. By Mr. Bronm.-How many Official Visitors are there? Three. 
639. Do you visit the Asylum at stated periods? Yes, for administrative purposes. 
640. Are the administrative duties carried out always by the whole of the Visitors? Yes, except on 

,one or two occasions when we have not had a quorum. 
641. Do you always make it a practice to go through and see the patients at their meals? Yes; and 

we have always found everything satisfactory. 
. 642. Do you think that the present position of the Asylum is a good one? Yes, the site is a most 
•.satisfactory one. I might here mention, with regard to the building, that there is no hospital in connection 
·with this asylum, and it is necessary that there should be one. · 

643. By Mr. Gill.-How is the dispensing carried out? By contract ; and I think it works very 
,satisfactorily. . · 

644. By Mr. Bromn.-Can you suggest any improvement in the warders' uniforms? Yes; at the 
present time they are anything but a credit to a Government institution, and I would suggest that a better 
:fitting article be supplied, and of better quality. More· attention should be paid to the clothing of the 
male staff. 

MR. GEORGE HILL, Head Attendant, caUed in and examined. 
645. By Mr. Rooke.-What are your duties? To look after the other attendants. 
646. Do you hear of any friction occurring between the patients and the warders under you? No; 

•complaints are very rare, and are at once reported to the ~edical Superintendent. ; 
647. How long have you been at the Asylum? Twenty-six and a half years. 
648. As head attendant you go round with the casual visitors? Yes, and it takes up a great deal of 

my time. · 

649. Do visitors, in large numbers, have any effect upon the patients? Yes; they make the patients 
•excited, and the practice should be discontinued as far as possible. 

650. What becomes of the refuse from the tables? It is taken to the farm for the pigs. 
651. Do the patients get the vegetables from the farm? Ye~; the cottages get the best part of them. 

There are not sufficient grown for the whole establishment. . 
652. Have you any suggestions to make ?-are there any complaints? We only require more space, 

so as to classify patients. The chances of recovery would then be greater. 

653. By Dr. Huston.-Is the produce from the farm used exclusively for the establishment? Yes. 
654. What becomes of the pigs that are fed there? Some of them are taken to Bridgewater and sold; 

others are killed and issued to the patients. There are days for a general issue of pork to the whole estab
lishment ; otherwise it is regarded as an extra. 
. 655. Do you think that the vegetable garden. is large enough for the institution ? With the amount of 
<labour at our disposal it is large enough ; we have not enough labour to cultivate more. 

656. Is there enough land to supply fruit and vegetables all the year round? No ; we are supplied 
·with fruit during the season by privates parties. · 

657. Do the patients·get'plenty of milk? Yes. 
658. What is your opinion with regard to the wood-cutting? I think it should be done by steam, and 

·the patients taken to do more beneficial work. , 

. 659. By Mr. Gill.-What amusements do the patients have? · Bagatelle, draughts, dominoes, and 
• cards, and occasionally, but not often, we have a concert ; also a dance once a fortnight. 

660: Are the concerts beneficial ? Yes. 

661. When there are religious services performed are the patients benefited ? Yes ; they always go 
when the bell rings, and are invariably very quiet during service. 

662. Do you think that if you had more labour you could produce enough vegetables for the whole 
.,establishment? Yes. 
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MR. JOHN BROWNELL, Storekeeper, caUed in and examined. 

663. By Mi·. Roohe.-You are Storekeeper at the New Norfolk. Lunatic Asylum? Yes. 
664. How long have you been at the Institution? Five years. 
665. What are your duties? I give the stores out as required, attend to their receipts and issues, and 

keep the accounts, which I render from time to time; I have the whole supervision of the stores. The 
following details are also romprised in my work, viz.-Daily strength book, daily issue of provisions and 
stimulants, daily extra sheets and diet rolls, correspondence, daily receipts of cash and despatch of receipts, 
cash entries (in two books), provision accounts, entries of receipts and issues of stores, provision returns, 
cash returns, stock purchases and sales, salary abstracts, paying salaries, daily attendance on tlie Medical 
Superintendent, receiving correspondence and instructions, seeing the cash pnt away, and many other items 
inseparable from a large establishment. 

666. How are the vegetables from the garden issued to the patients ? They are sent py the gardener 
to the cook. 

667. Who has charge of the medical comforts, wines, brandy, &c.? I have. 
668. Is there a considerable quantity used? No. 
669. Do you consider that the present store is fitted for the purpose ? No ; it is excessively hot 

in summer and cold in winter, owing to the material from which it is constructed ( corrugated iron), and it 
has a depreciatin~ effect upon many of the articles kept there. I am of opinion that a new store is 
necessary. 

670. Can you make any suggestions with regard to the condemned stores? Yes; they are kept too 
long. We have an accumulation of over four'years at present. We are not allowed to destl'Oy these things 
unless the Colonial Storekeeper condemns them. Some correspondence has taken place lately with regard 
to the matter; but, as a matter of fact, they are not yet destroyed. 

671. Are these very offensive? Yes; they are packed in a small-compass, and having been accumu
lating for so long a time through the different seasons· they are very o:ffensive. I am of opinion that six 
months is quite long enough to keep them. 
. 672. By Dr. Huston.-How often do you send a report of the articles to be condemned to the 

Colonial Storekeeper ? We have never been required to send a report. There has been no proper system. 
I had never sent in a list until we wrote some time ago to the Colonial Storekeeper, and he asked for one. 
·· "· ·. ·r.,673. Do you not think that it would have been better to send in an official report of the articles for. 
condemnation? Perhaps it would have been better. 

674. How do you test the medical comforts? Dr. Crampton tests them from time to time. 
675. Have you ever condemned them? Yes, on one or two occasions. We sent-back some ale about 

18 months since, which went bad owing chiefly, it is thought, to the heat of the store. Since that the 
supply has been very good. _ 

676. Are the groceries supplied in a satisfactory condition? Yes. 
677. How is the butter given to the patients? Weekly; fresh to the lady and gentleman patients; 

potted to the others. 
678. Is your meat supply good? Yes; the present contractor is performing his contract fairly, and 

the meat has only been rejected once or twice. . 
679. Can you make any further suggestions? Yes. In reality we have no office, and I have to write 

up my books in a very small room, which is very cold in winter. Besides this we are subjected to the 
noises and other inconveniences from the patients, who frequently come and open the door. This want of 
office room for myself and assistant has been reported to the Official Visitors, but nothing has been 
done. Myself and assistant occupy as an office the only room available. In addition to what has 
already been said, this room is too small, and very badly lighted and ventilated. The noise and inter
ruptions from the patients and other sources are at times excessive, rendering it often times a matter of 
difficulty to fix the mind on the work in hand so as to ensure correctness ·and expedition. There is also 
another matter which I desire to bring under your notice, and that is with regard to contracts. I am of 
opinion that the Medical Superintendent should be considered by the Board of Tenders in Hobart, and 
consulted as to how previous contractors have carried out their contracts. I do not complain of the 
quality of the articles supplied, but of the trouble caused by articles being rejected and others having to 
be obtained. 

680. By Mr. Lewis.-D·o you think you could manage well with a smaller stock of goods in the store 
attached to the Asylum. No. We are often inconvenienced by not having a sufficiency of goods in the 
stores through limited means. 

681. By JJ,£1·. B1·own.-Are the books ever inspected? Yes; stock is taken every year, and a return 
of provisions is sent down every month. The stock in the stores is taken every year by the Audit 
Department, who also examine the books and check the balances. A return of provisi,ons, stimulants, fuel 
and light, cash and numerical strength, is sent to the Colonial Auditor every month. 

DR. CRAMPTON, Assistant Medical Officm·, i-e-ea::amined .. , 
682. By J.Wr. Gill.-What is your opinion with regard to the present system of keeping the old stores 

so long without condemnation? I consider it most preposterous. 
683. Having had so much experience amongst lunatics, do you think that a resident medical officer is 

necessary at the Cascades Asylum? Yes; but he should be allowed private_practice. 
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c. MISS SELIN A ALEXANDER, Matron, New Norfolk Lunatic Asylum, called in and examined. 

684. By Mr. Roolle.-How long have you been at the asylum? A little more than four years. 
685. What are your duties ? I have charge of the whole female division. 
686. Is the new building which is in course of construction sufficient for the classification of the 

patients under your charge? I do not know; but we are very much overcrowded at present. 
687. ls the kitchen accommodation sufficient? No; the washhouse and laundry are also very small, 

and not adequate for the requirements of the place considering that we have to wash for the whole building • 
: It could be -done more satisfactory with better appliances and more room. 

688. Do the attendants give general satisfaction? Yes ; but sometimes we have a little difficulty :in 
_. securing suitable attendants. 

689. From your experience can you suggest any i•mprovements to the Commission? Yes. In the 
. ,first place there should be better sleeping accommodation for the attendants as soon as possible. Some of 

them sleep two and three in a room, quite close to the patients. They have also to take all their meals :in 
the kitchen, which is_ also their sitting-room. It is necessary that this should be altered. 

690. Do you think the visitors have a bad effect upon the patients_? No, I do not think they do them 
any harm. 

691. Do visitors go over the cottages ? . As a rule they are confined to the main building. 
. 692. Do the attendants ever complain about· their <liei? No, they do not complain ; but there is a 
· lack of vegetables, an<l we get no fruit. We have applied for it, but there is not sufficient grown. 
· 693. Do the paying patients get a good supply of vegetables? Yes, but the nurses do not; they only 

get potatoes. 
694. Does the female portion of the Asylum work smoothly? Yes. 
695. Have any of the attendants been reported for violence towards the patients? Only once within 

the last four years. · · · 

696. Is there sufficient bedding for the patients? No; we have great difficulty in obtaining either 
mattresses or the hair to make them. 

697. Have you applied for more? Yes, we are constantly applying to the storekeeper. 
698. Are the patients warm in winter? Yes. 
699. By Mr·. Lervis.-What hours do the nurses have on duty? From 7 a.m. till 6 p.m. on one day 

and from 7 a.m. till 8. p.m. on the next day. · 
700. What hours are they allowed out of the Institution? Every other evening from 6 till 9 in winter, 

··1md from half-past 6 till half-past 9 in summer. · They also have 20 days' leave of absence every year. 
701. Are there special night nurses? Yes. They receive an extra £5 a year each. · 
702. Have you enough work to keep the patients employed? Yes; washing is always going on. 
703. By Mr. Dobbie.-Have you a sufficient number ofn~rses? Yes. 
704. By Mr. Roolle.-There are some criminal patients in the female division: do they interfere in 

any way with the other patients? No, but they are mixed with the other women, without distinction. 
705. What religious services are held at the Asylum ? There is a Church of England service held 

·every Sunday, and a Roman Catholic service every second Sunday. 
70fi. Do you think the services :i:re calculated to do good? Yes, they do a little good sometimes. 
707. Do you think it is desirable to have a chapel built? Yes; I believe it would have a most 

beneficial effect on the patients. 
708. By Mr. Brorvn.-What check is thEre upon the night nurses? Their own report. 
709. By Mr . .Rooke.-Have you any further suggestions? It would be better if our requests were 

attended to more promptly than at present .. · 

MR. WILLIAM H. BENNETT, Senior Attendant, Nern Norfolk Asylum, called in and examined .. 

710. What position <lo you hold?· I am Senior Attendant in charge of the back yard. 
711. How-long have you held that position? Four years and four months. 
712. Do the patients ever attack one another? Sometimes, but I have no difficulty in keeping them 

under control. They would be better if classified, but want of space prevents that. 
713. Would the patient have a better chance ofrecovery if properly classified? Yes, I think so. 
714. You are in ·constant supervision over them_? Yes. 

715. Have there been any cases of unnatural offence within your knowledge? There was a case about 
two years ago; but the offenders were sent to the Cascades Asylum. Since that time nothing of the kind 
has occurred, and I always keep a sharp look-out. 

716. How many epileptic patients are there in your division? Six by day and eight by night. 
717. How are they cared for? They occupy a ward by -themselves, arid have special attendants over 

them, who treat them with the greatest care. · 
718. Is there a night attendant? Yes. 
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719. What check have you upon the night attendants? They are obliged to make written reports 
every morning. If anything special occurs during the night, such as a patient having many fits ~O!!ether, 
the night attendant calls me immediately. The front and back night attendants also peg a tell-tale clock 
every hour. 

720. How many patients have you in the back yard whom you consider dangerous characters? Twelve. 
We pay special attention to them. 

· 721. 'l'he class of patients under your care require more attention than any of the others, do they not? 
Yes, Lhey are very filthy in their habits. 

722. Do you experience· any difficulty in managing them ? No ; since I have had an extra attendant 
I manage very well. 

723. Have any serious accidents occurred since you took charge of the yard? No; there have not 
been any serious accidents for the last four years, whilst I have been actually in charge. 

724. Have you a better means of classifying the patients in your part of the building? Yes, at night 
time. During the day they are all put together. 

725. How many idiots have you under your care? Four at night, two in. the day time. Two sleep 
in separate rooms in the back yard. 

726. By 11fr. Le·roi.s.-Do they go into the infirmary during the day? Yes. 
727. Is the bath accommodation sufficient? No. We have 65 patients and only two baths. 
728. How often do the medical officers visit your part of the institution? There are two official visits 

every day-one in the morning and one in the afternoon, also one at night. Dr. Crampton also calls several 
times some days. 

729. Is there always a doctor within call? Yes. 

DR. W. H. MACFARLANE, Medical Superintendent, re-ex'l,mined. 

. 730. By M1·. Lerois.-How many idiots are there at the cottage? Six altogether. The proper 
number is eight, but there are two patients in such a condition that it is not advisable to send them over yet. 
As soon as they are better I will do so. 

731. The epileptic patients have to be seen at night, have they not? Yes. · 
732. And don't you think the present arrangement has a very bad effect? Yes ; but it can only be 

remedied when the ne\v building is ready for occupation. 
732A. Who are the clergymen attending the Institution? The Church of England clergyman is the 

Rev. W.W. F. Murray, M.A., and the Roman Catholic clergyman is the Rev. B. J. :Murphy. 
732B. How was the clergyman of the Church of England appointed? By the Synod. 
732c. Does 'he receive a salary, and from what source ? Yes, from the Synod. 
732n. Can you give a return of the number of his visits to the Institution on Sundays during the past 

year, and also one of other clergymen who have attended in his place? Return attached. (Vide Appendix.) 

MR. JOHN WHIFIN, Gm·dener, Nero Norfolk Asylum, caUed in and examined. 

733. By .1lfr.· Roohe.-You are the Gardener in charge of the New Norfolk Asylum garden? Yes. 
734. What assistance do you get? I have only one regular man. 
735. Would the amount of vegetables be increased with more labour? Yes. 
736. What extent of land could you cultivate? About three acres. 
737. If some of the patients who are now employed cutting wood were sent to the garden would they 

be useful? Yes, but I would require another attendant to look after them. 
738. What method is adopted with regard to serving out the vegetables and fruit grown in the garden? 

I serve them out myself to the ladies' and gentlemen's cottages twice a week. A portion goes to the 
cook-house. 

739. Are there any sold? No. 
740. By .Ll!fr. Broron.-Are you a professional gardener? Yes. 
741. Do you think that the present area of land is sufficient for the garden? A little more land is 

required; but with more labour I think I could supply the Asylwn with vegetables freely from the 
same area. 

742. By llfr. Leroi.s.-Do you have anything to do with the farm? No ; my sole duty is with the 
three acres. 
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MR. EDWARD BROMFIELD, Attendant in charge qf the Gentlemen's Cottage, Nerv Norfolk, called 

in and examined~ 

143. By Mr. Roohe.-How long have you been in your •present position? Ten years, 
744. Do you ever hear any complaints from the patients at the gentlemen's cottage?· No. 
745. Do they get vegetables every day? Yes. They get three courses for dinner. 
746. Are all the beds occupied? Yes. 
747. How many patients have you? Eighteen. 
748. Do they quarrel amongst themselves?. Very rarely. 
749. Have you enough attendants to cope with them if anything of the kind did occur? Yes. 
750. Do the medical officers visit them regularly? Yes. 

· 751. What amusements are provided? Cards, bagatelle, draughts, and chess. 
752. Are casual visitors allowed to go through the cottage? No; the patients are kept as quiet as 

possible. . 
753. As a rule are the patients contented? Yes. 
754.· Are they taken out for walks? Yes, nearly every afternoon. They also play quoits, skittles, 

and cricket. 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 1888. 
THE HOSPITAL FOR CONTAGIOUS DISEASES. 

DETECTIVE JOHN DELANEY, City Police Force, Hobart, called in and examined. 
755. By Mr. Rooke.-Your name is John Delaney, and you are Detective-Sergeant in the City 

Police Force, Hobart? Yes. · 
756. Have you occupied that position during the time the Contagious Diseases Act has been in force? 

Ya . 
757. When a case is reported, how do you act? We find the case out, and report it to the Superin

tendent of Police, who gives us ·authority to gather the girls in who are suffering from disease. 
758. It has been reported to the Commission that there are many girls suffering from the disease who 

are not taken to the Hospital ; are you aware of any such cases? No. 
759. How do you account for the small number of cases treated at the Hospital during the year? 

The town is now comparatively clean. 
760. Is that, in your opinion, due to. the Contagious Diseases Act ? Yes. 
761. By Dr. Huston.-In the case of a married woman taking men to har house, and distributing 

the disease, can you take action ? We can only take action where it can be proved that the woman has 
received money. 

762. By Mr. Rooke.-From your experience of the working of the Act, can you suggest any im
provement to the Commission? It would be a good thing if the girls were prevented from obtaining 
doctors' certificates outside. This practice has the· effect of tying the hands of the police ; for when a 
doctor's certificate is presented we can take no action. It is frequently the case that a girl is sent for, and 
she makes her appearance with a doctor's certificate certi~ving that she is clean, while at the time she may 
be suffering from the disease. I am informed that the doctors cannot always detect the disease, because 
the infected girls use chemicals before going up to be examined. 

763. By Mr. Lervis.-From whom did you receive your appointment? Mr Pedder, the SuperinM 
tendent, received his appointment, and I act under his instructions. 

764. Have you heard any complaints from the matron of the girls' behaviour while detained at the 
mstitution? I have heard her tell the girls that she hoped they would behave themselves ; and I have 
heard them threaten to act diflerently. One girl was brought to the Police Court for knocking the place 
about. 

765. Have you ever been inside the Hospital? I only go to the gate. 
766. By Dr. Huston.-Do you receive many certificates? Yes. 
767. By Mr. Gill.-Have any of the other detectives the same power as you? Yes, Detective 

Franklin. 

DETECTIVE GEO. FRANKLIN, City Police Force, Hobart, called in and ewamined. 

768. By ~Wr. Roolte.-What is your name, and what position do you hold? My name is George 
Franklin, and I am a Detective-Sergeant in the City Police Force, Hobart. 

769. How long have you been in that position? About three years. 
770. Have you had much experience in the carrying out of the Contagious Diseases Act? I have 

only had a httle experience in the absenoo of Detective Delaney, who usually does this work. 
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771. Do· you know that there are many girls in the city suffering from disease, and who are not taken 

to the Ho!!pital? I could not say that there are many. 
772. In y.our opinion has the Act had the effect of cleansing the city from disease? Yes, most 

decidedly. 
773. And yo~ attribute the small number of patients at the Hospital to this fact? Yes. There is a 

great deal deal more disease among the servant girls than·among the prostitutes. I know that to be a 
positive fact. 

774. What is your opinion in regard to the medical certificates which are procured by the girls from 
private medical men? I think we should have power to take a girl at once without authority, so that she 
would have no time to get a certificate, and that if she had a certificate it should not do away with the 
examination. They should be detained for some time, for two reasons : in the first place they are in the 
habit ot using chemical lotions which have the effect of preventing detection for a time; and secondly, 
diseased girls have sent friends who are not infected to be examined in their place, and in their names. 
The doctors do not know the names of the girls, and are not aware of the imposition. If they could be 
taken at once without authority and detained for some time, the eTil would be remedied. 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 29, 1888. 

DR. C. E. BARNARD, Medical Officer, Nerv Torvn Charitable Institution, called in and examined. 

775. By M1·. Rooke.-What is your name? Charles Edward Barnard. 
7"/6. You are Medical Officer attending the New Town Charitable Institution? Yes. 
777. How long have you been acting in that capacity? About three years. 
778. How often do you visit the Institution? Twice a week regularly, and also when required. 
779. Is there proper accommodation for the sick ? The sick wards are rather overcrowded, and the 

beds are too close together. I think that they should have more cubic feet. 
780. Does that apply all through the Institution? Yes. 
781. Are the medical comforts freely distributed? Yes; they are in my charge, and I give the sick 

all the comforts, such as spirits and other necessaries, that they require. 
782. Do you think that any improvement is necessary in the baths? Yes, they certainly do require 

improvement ; but they answer the purpose very well. 
783. Is there anything to complain of with regard to the food? No; the dietary system is very good· 

I have paid special attention to that matter, considering it the principal part of the treatment of these old 
people. I frequently go through the kitchen to look at the food, and also see the inmates at their meals. 
'fhey seem very well satisfied, and make no complaints. 

784. Do you visit the female portion of the paupers? Yes. 
785. You aro aware that there are a number of children there : do you consider it advisable to send 

children there? It is certainly not an institution intended for children; but I do not think it is· objection-: 
able to send them there, provided they are in cha1·ge of women who will treat them properly. 

786. Are they treated properly? From what I have seen, yes. 
787. Can you suggest any improvements? Yes ; there is no doubt that the old people who attend to. 

the sick,-though they manage very well,-are not so capable of performing these duties as they would be 
if they were younger. The majority of them are old and decrepid, and, as one very important part ot the 
treatment of the aged is good nursing, I would recommend the appointment of two good nurses for the 
day-time for each hospital ward. 

788. Do you not think it would be objectionable for women to attend the old men who are at the 
Institution? I do not think there is anything objectionable in that; they are lying in bed all the time. The 
nurses should, however, be of a mature age, and married women. I think the sick there should receive as 
much comfort as if they were men of more refined habits ; and if this suggestion were carried out, the· 
Institution would be as nearly perfect as possible. I am speaking now of the male side ; on the female side 
the ,aupers are not so helpless, and they attend to each other better. 

789. By Dr. Huston.-Is the:place very much overcrowded? Not at the present time; but during 
winter some of the inmates have to lie on the floor. The number of paupers varies from time to time. 

790. H\1-ve you a ward exclusively .for cancer? Yes. 
791. Are all the cancer patients in that ward? No; the ward is too small. There are five cases of. 

cancer altogether, and only room in the cancer ward for three. But the two cases in the general wards are 
not so repulsive as those in the small ward.-

792. Can you inform the Commission what space the cancer patients have, per cubic feet? I cannot 
tell the number of cubic feet; but the ward is certainly too small for its purpose. 

793. Are you restricted in the use of medical comforts? No ; I have never been requested to issue 
them less freely than I have been in the habit of doing. I issue them to the sick who are lying in bed, and 
who are so completely broken down as to require them. It depends principally upon the nature of the· 
sickness. Those who are able to walk about do not require more than tl1e ordinary food. 

794. Do you think that the inmates ·of the II1stitution get enough air? As a rule they object to too 
much air, and close up the windows and openings. But there should be, I consider, permanent ventilators 
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which cannot be closed, and which would not be open to the objection of draught. I have not noticed anything 
of the kind at the Institution. Judging altogether from my experience the sanitary arrangements are not 
so effective as I should like them to be. The health of the inmates has, however, been remarkably good, 
and there has not been any epidemic during the time that I have been connected with the Institution, and I 
have not had one case of typhoid fever, and very little diarrhma. The latter complaint was very prevalent 
at one time owing to inferior water; but since the new re_servoir was completed, which I am told was built 
by the men themselves, there has been very little of it. 

795. What arrangements are made in cases of sudden and serious illness? The sick are looked after 
by the assistant superintendent, who dispenses the medicines, attends to their diet, and carries out my 
instrli.ctions generally with regard to them very efficiently. ·when anything serious occurs, he at once 
telepl10nes for me or sends a messenger, and I go out, whether by day or night. . 

796. In view of the fact that there is a large amount of sickness and chronic disease amongst the 
inmates, do you think that it is sufficient to visit the Institution twice a week? Yes, provided there is an 
efficient assistant on the spot to look after them. Mr. Seager, the assistant, has had a large amount Qf 
experience, and is quite capable of attending to the ordinary cases. 

797. Would it be an improvement to have an· intelligent semi-professional man as dispenser? I would 
not recommend such an appointment at the present time. Mr. Seager goes round every morning, and the 
majority of cases suffer more from old age than sickness, so that a medical man in constant attendance is 
not so much required as good nursing and medical comforts. 

798. Do you ever make a visit at night? Yes, I have been there very late at night. 
799. Do you consider that the Institution is sufficiently lighted? It might be improved in the ordinary 

wards, but a brilliant light would be hurtful for the sick. The place is lighted by kerosene. 
800. Would not gas be an improvement? Yes. 
801. With regard to the lavatories, the men who wash at the bottom have to use the same water that 

has been used by the men at the top : do you think that is desirable? No, I do not. · 
802. Have you made any recommendation that it be altered? No; my attention has never been 

specially called to the fact ; .but no inmate who is suffering from a skin disease would wash with the general 
inmates. 

803. By M1·. Gill.-Have any of the officers power to issue medical comforts? Mr. Seager issues them 
under my supervision and with my consent, and a record is kept of every ounce of spirits that is issued. 
He acts with discretion when a patient is taken suddenly ill; but the spirits are not issued indiscriminately. 

804. By Mr. Lerois.-Do you see the majority of the inmates? I see every sick patient who is in 
bed, and also those who express a wish to see me. 

805. Do you go round the Institution generally, and see that the sanitary arrangements are carried 
out? Yes, and if anything comes under my notice I speak to Mr. Seager. 

806. How long do your visits usually take ? An hour. 
807. If properly qualified nurses were introduced, as you suggest, how many would be sufficient? To 

go economically to work, two would be sufficient during the day for each hospital ward, and one at night. 
808. What salary would these nurses require? I should think about £40 a year and quarters. 
809. Could any of the attendants be dispensed with, or would they be required? It would be advisable 

to have them in conjunction with the nurses. 
810. Do these pauper attendants carry out your orders? Yes, as well as they can. 
811. Do the officials carry out your orders? As far as I can judge, yes. 
812. Has there ever been a case of delay in summoning you in a case of serious illness? No. 
813. Have you ever reached the Institution a day too late? I have arrived after death ; but I have

always found that I could not have done anything had I been present. 
814. Is there a ward reserved for infectious diseases ? No. 
815. What, then, would happen if an infectious disease broke out? I would send the patients to the 

General Hospital. The Institution is not considered a curative one, and any serious cases that cannot be 
treated there are always sent to the General Hospital. 

816. Are patients suffering from skin diseases allowed to mix with the other patients? Tf the disease 
is not infectious, yes. 

817. Would it not be desirable to have a ward exclusively for these diseases? The patients are not 
at all dangerous to their neighbours, but still it would be desirable. I have already stated that a larger 
cancer ward is necessary. 

818. There is an idiot at the Institution-do you know why he was taken there? No; I think he was 
there before I was appointed. 

819. Do you consider that disinfectants are sufficiently used? I have always ordered them, and as far 
as I can judge they have been used freely. 

8_20. By Dr . .Huston.-Would you know from the quantity consumed that they had been used? 
Yes ; but I trust more to cleanliness than to disinfectants, which, although very useful, cannot keep down 
footor unless cleanliness is persisted in. 

821. By Mr. Lervis.-Do you always inspect the wards and see if there is anything wrong? Yes, I 
am. constantly looking round them. 

822. Uo you report to the Chief Secretary or to Mr. O'Boyle? If there is anything requiring 
attention I mention it to Mr. Seager, who attends to the matter. 
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823. By lJfr. Roolie.-Is the Institution visited by Official Visitors? No. 
824. Do you think it would be desirable to appoint Official Visitors to examine the place? I do • 

not see any necessity for them ; but it would be a step in the right direction, in order to satisfy the public 
m~ . 

MR. JOHN WITHRINGTON, Superintendent Nerv Town O!taritabl,e Imtitution, called in 
and examined. 

825. By Mr. Roolte.-What is yqur name, and what position do you occupy? My name is John 
Withrington, and I am Superintendent of the New Town Charitable Institutio~. 

826. How long have you been at the Brickfields and New Town Institution? 29 years. 
. 827. Is there sufficient room for the inmates? Yes, with the exception that during winter time a few 
of the paupers have to lie on the floor for a short time. 

828. Are the buildings in good repair? Yes. Tenders are now being called for a few repairs that 
are necessary. · · 

829. Is there sufficient ground ? Yes. 
830. Are the sanitary arrangements satisfactory? Yes. 

. 831. With regard to the requirements of the Institution, such as utensils, do you get well supplied? 
Yes; whenever I want anything I make a requisition, and although sometimes there is a little difficulty, I 
generally get what I ask for. 

832. Is the supply of meat and vegetables of good quality? Yes, otherwise _they would be rejected. 
833. Can you suggest any improvements in the lavatories? They are deficient, and I have already 

put them down as necessities, and will be attended to in the next requisition for repairs, &c. 
834. Is the kitchen in a satisfactory condition? Yes. 
835. Have you plenty .of water? Yes. 
836. Do you classify the patients? Yes, as much as possible. We keep the respectable men separate 

from the others, and those who are suffering from ulcers are kept in separate wards. The cancer ward 
are not large enough, and any very severe.cases of this disease are sent to the General Hospital, Hobart. 

837. Is there a regular system of .admitting invalids to the Institution? Yes ; for town cases an 
interim order is obtained from the Benevolent Society, and then a proper orde1· is supplied by the Adminis
trator of Charitable Grants. Country cases come direct from the Administrator of Charitable Grants. 

838. What is the system with regard to their discharge ? The period of detention is three months, 
and then, if they are better, the Administrator, .Mr. O'Boyle, allows .them to be discharged. 

839. If they desire to leave before the expiration of three months, what is the practice ? Mr. O'Boyle 
is consulted, and if he thinks fit he allows them to be discharged. 

AFTERNOON SITTING. 

Examination of MR. JOHN WITHRINGTON-continued. 

840. Many of the paupers go hop-picking, do they not? Yes. 
841. Do they have to obtain the doctor's certificate before leaving the Institution if their period of 

detention has not expired? Yes ; they are not allowed to go without the doctor certifies that they are 
able to do light work, such as hop-picking, &c. 

842. When the hop-picking is over do they have to get a fresh order for admission? Yes ; and we 
generally get them back again. 

843. Are there any Official Visitors? No, there never have been any. 
844. How is the washing done? On the establishment. The men and women do their· own washing. 
845. Would it be an improvement to have machinery for washing? No, we do not require machinery; 

the more labour we can give the inmates the better, and they would be idle unless they had the washing to do. 
846. Can you make any suggestions in the way of utilising the labour to as g1'eat an extent as 

possible to minimise the cost of the Institution ? No. 
847. Do you sell any of the produce from the garden? No. 
848. Are you supplied with vegetables from the garden all the year round? We are supplied with 

green vegetables, but not potatoes. 
849. Do you think that if you had more ground you could utilise the labour ?' No, I don't think I 

could. 
850. With regard to the sick, would you recommend _that female nurses be employed to look after 

them ? No, decidedly not. 
851. What is your reason 'l They are men of very dirty habits, and not such as would induce women 

to attend to them. 
852. There are some children on tbe female side of the Institution-do you approve of their being 

there? No, I never did approve of it. T·here are 10 in the Institution now, who were admitted through 
the Administrator of Charitable Grants; but I believe they are a source of annoyance at times. 
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853. In the event of a fire breaking· out, have you appliances for extinguishing it? Yes. 
854. Have you sufficient force of water? Yes. 
855. In your report of '1886 you mentioned everything was not so satisfactory as you could wish in 

case of fire : has that been altered? Yes. We have not got the fire-plugs yet. I understand they have 
been ordered. 

856. By Dr. Huston.-How many inmates are there at the Institution at the present time? 415 
men, 168 women, 10 children. We have accommodation for about 500 men. 

857. Would there be plenty of air for that number? Yes, about 600 feet. 
858. What amount of air can you give each patient in the cancer ward? Four or five hundred feet

not more. 
859. Are there any patients suffering from cancer in any of the other wards? Yes, one or two, who 

are in the ulcer ward. . 

860. You have an ulcer ward? Yes; it is devoted to patients suffering from bad legs, ulcers, &c. 
861. What is the average number of sick all the year rotind? About 100. The sickness is principally 

from old age. 
862. On what days does the doctor visit the Institution.? Mondays and Thursdays, and also when 

required. 
863. By M1·. Lemis.-Have·you any young people in the Institution? Yes, a few who are imbecile, 

or are not able to take care of themselves. . 
864. When did the system of sending children there commence? Children have always been sent 

there since it became an establishment for female paupers, but not before that time. 
865. How many of the paupers are employed at the Government farm? 13. 
86fi. Do they -return to the Institution? No ; the overseer keeps them at the farm, and :has control 

over them. 
867. Are the paupers employed at the Cascades Lunatic Asylum under your control? No; there 

has been an alteration in the previous practice, and I have no control over them now. 
868. What check have you upon the nigb,t warders in the hospital? Mr. Seager and myself are 

constantly about at night, and frequently in the middle -of the night we make a visit t_o the hospital 
wards, &c~ 

869. You said that it. would be very undesirable that female nurses should be employed in the male 
division: are you of opinion that trained male nurses should be employed to look after the sick and exercise 
supervision over them? No ; we do it ourselves. 

870. Are the regulations satisfactory? Yes. 
871. Do the repairs now in progress include improverp.ents to the lavatories? No, there is not money 

enough at present; but a i·equisition will be laid before Parliament when they meet. 
872. By :lfr. Gill.-Are you satisfied with the present mode of admitting paupers to the Institution? 

No. In my opinion they should be sent direct from the Administrator of Charitable Grants, without having 
to get an order first from the Benevolent Society. 

873. Have you any power over them if they refuse to work? Yes; I have the power of bringing 
them before the Police Magistrate. 

874. Have you any reason to suppose that idle and lazy men get into your Institution who are able to 
work? Sometimes there is a case of that description, but the man is sent away at once. 

875. By Mr. Roolw.-Can you make any further suggestions in the way of improvement? There 
should be new closets, and gas would be an improvement; but, I think, everything is perfectly satisfactory. 

N.B.-With respect to female nurses that would be required for both divisions, between 20 and 30, 
and about £1000 a year for wages, be~ides rations, clothing, &c. Quarters must be provided-in fact 
built-which means a sum of between £4000 and £5000 for the first. year, and about £2000 a year after
wards.-J. WITHRINGTON, Superintendent. 

MRS. LOUISA HURST, Matron Nero Torvn Chm·itable Institution, called in and examined. 

876. By Mr. Roolle.-You are Matron of the Female Division of the New Town Charitable Institu
tion? Yes. 

877. How long have you held that position? Nearly ten years. 
878. In your opinion have you sufficient room? Yes ; we are not overcrowded, except, perhaps, for a 

-couple of months in the winter time. 
879. Do you think the food and bedding are satisfactory? Yes. 
880. Can you suggest any improvement in the lavatory? Yes, the lavatory is rather defective, and 

we require some tip basins. 
781. Can you suggest any other improvements in your division? I would suggest that a press be 

procured for each of the hospitals, on the same principle as the presses used at the General Hospital. 
882. How is the washing done ? The women and men do their own washing. 

' .. 
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883 .. Is that the principal part of the women's work? They have a deal of hair-picking to do, and 
also sewing. Hair mattresses are used, and they require picking two or three times a year. 

884. Is the wash-house in good order ? Yes. 
885. Are the women employed in sewing or washing for anyone outside the Institution? No ; we 

cannot take in any work-the women a·re too old. 
886. Are there any young women at the Institution? Yes, but they are affiicted in some way. 
887. Are you of opinion that any are sent there who are not fit objects? No. I scarcely think that 

the old and decrepit could do the whole of the work of the building, and the strongest are put to do the 
heavier portion of the work,-such as carrying water up and down stairs. 

888. You have ten children at the establishment : how were thev admitted? On an order from the 
Benevolent Society. • 

889. Do you find that the number is growing? No; l have no room for a greater number. 
890. Do you find that they are an annoyance to the inmates? No; many of them are extremely fond 

of children, and almost rear them. 
891. Would you recommend that the number be increased? No ; I cannot take more than 10. 
892. Is your hospital accommodation satisfactory? Yes. 
893. Do yo_u find any difficulty in getting medical comforts for the sick? No. 
894. Some of the woman go hop-picking-in your opinion are they fit for that kind of work? It is 

better to let them go in a regular way than to allow them to evade the regulations. The doctor has, of 
course, to pass them. 

894A. Do they always return to the Institution? Yes. 
895. By Dr. Huston.-Do you have a great many sick? About 36. 
896. Are they under active medical treatment? Yes, the doctor ~ees them twice a week; but their 

ailment is mostly senility. · 
· 897. Do they get plenty of medical comforts? Yes, everything they require in:that way. There are 
usually about 50 on the extra sheet. 

898. How many have you in the cancer ward? I have not a cancer case in my division now. I use 
the ward for ulcer cases. 

899. Have you plenty of air space? Yes, and the ventilation is good. 
900. Are the lavatory arrangements good? Yes ; but there could be a little improvement in that 

direction. 

901. Have you ample bathing accommodation? There are two large baths and a bathroom attached 
to each large ward. 

902. Are there any cases of skin disease in your division? There is one patient suffering from 
scrofula, who came from the Industrial School. Dr. Crouch thought our food and comforts would cure 
her. 

903. Have you any idiots? I have several half-witted females, and one complete idiot. 
904. How long have you had her? She came from Launceston about six weeks ago. 
905. Do the wome~ work cheerfully? Yes. I rarely have to raise my voice. 
906. By Jlfr. Lero1:~.-Do you think it would be desirable to have a trained hospital nurse in each of 

the hospital wards? No, I would rather be without them. It would be introducing·an uncontrollable 
element into the establishment, and they would jar with existing arrangements. 

907. Do you consider that the attendants in the 110spital wards do their duty? Yes; I have a trust
worthy person who reports everything to me. She is usually in the intermediate ward between the hospitals, 
and the attendants can communicate with her at any hour by day or night, and altogether the system works 
very satisfactorily. I always select the best women for hospital nurses. 

908. Has Dr. Barnard ever complained to you of any neglect on the part of the attendnnts? No. 
909. Has he ever suggested to you that it would be desirable to have trained nurses? I think he has 

for the lower division, but not for my side. He is al ways thoroughly satisfied. 
910. By Mr. Gill.-What means have the patients upstairs for exercise? They are all in bed, with 

the exception of two or three women who have seen better days, and these are able to go down to the yard 
for exercise. 

911. Do you think there is any necessity for a balcony? No. 
912. By M1'. Roolw.-How is the division ligl1ted? By kerosene. 
913. Do you think it would be an improvement to have gas? Yes, decidedly. There is a certain 

amount of risk attached to kerosene, and I would certainly recommend that .gas be laid on. 

MR.
1 

SIMON MURPHY, Head TVa.rder Nero Town Cliaritabl,e Institution, called in and.examined. 

914. By JJfr. Roolie.-Your name is Samuel Murphy, and you are Head Warder at the New Towii 
Charitable Institution? Yes. . 

915. What are your duties? Constant supervision of the inmates. 
916. How "long have you been at the Institution. Nearly eight years. 
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917. From your experience would you l'e{)Ommend the introduction of trained female nurses to look 
after the old men who are sick? No. I think the attendants do their duty very well, and are very kind to 
the patients. · 

918. Do you think it would be repulsive work for women? The men's habits are very dirty, and I 
think it would. 

919. How often are the inmates washed? Every morning. 
920. How often do they have ·a bath? At least once a fortnight. Tliey bathe in lots of 12, and it 

takes a fortnight to go through the whole number. · 
921. If you had more bath accommodation you could make them have a bath more frequently? Yes. 
922. Are all those who are able to work utilised? Yes ; I take the names as they come in, and those 

who are fit 1.o work are taken to the Superintendent. If any man refuses to work, the doctor is called to 
examine him. 

923. Have you enough work for them? Yes. 
924. If you had more ground, would you be able to utilise more labour ? Yes, I think so. 
925. How many men are employed in waihing for the whole Institution? Four. 
926. Is there any difficulty about the cooking? No. I visit the kitchen frequently during the day. 

· 927. How often do the men require a new suit of clothes? When they require clothes, I send in a 
requisition to the storekeeper, who issues them to me new. 

928. How often is their linen changed ? Once a week. 
929. Do you consider that the lavatory requires improving? Yes. 
930. Have you any trouble in preserving discipline? Yes, occasionally I have trouble. 
931. Have you.a sufficient number of attendants to keep up the discipline? Yes. 
932. Do you approve of the system· of having pauper attendants? Yes ; it saves money. 
933. Do you consider that it would be an improvement to have gas laid on to take the place of the 

kerosene lamps now in use? Yes, it would be a great improvement. 
934. Do the sick get sufficient medical attendance? Yes. The doctor visits them twice a week, and 

ifhe is required at other times he is sent for. 
935. By Dr. Huston.-What medical comforts do the patients get? Gruel, sago, arrowroot, brandy, 

rum, and some of them wine ; they get white bread in the hospitals, and the ordinary inmates get 
brown. 

936. How many have you in hospital? Over 150. 
937. Is the cancer ward not too small ? _ Yes, but we see that it is disinfected every morning. 
938. Do you raise all the vegetables that y,Ju require ? Yes, with the exception of potatoes. 
939. If you had more ground, would you be able to raise sufficient potatoes ? No, I do not think so, 

the men are too weak to plant them. 
940. By Mr. Gill.-Ifan inducement were held out to them in the shape of an extra allowance of 

tobacco, would they be able to do more work? No, they get plenty of tobacco now; men working get 
extra. 

941. How many working men can you muster? From 80 to 100. 
942. Would they be able to cultivate a larger area of land? No, they are all too old. 
943. As a rule do they keep themselves clean ? Yes, but they require looking after. 
944. Have you any sleeping on the floor at the present time? No. When we mustered yesterday 

there were 104 beds vacant, but a. few have to lie on the floor in winter. 
945. By Mr. Broron.-What is the area of the ground? I do not know. 
946. If you had more ground, and it was broken up with the plough, would the men be able to work 

i1.? Yes, I think so. 
947. By Dr. Huston.-What becomes of the nightsoil? It is used as manure, after being kept 

covered with earth for some time. . · 
948. How far is it kept from the building? About 100 yards. It is covered very carefully, and 

disinfectants are plentifully used. 
949. By Mr. Lerois,--:Do you have to looi{ after these disinfecta:O:ts? Yes; I keep them in my 

store. 
950. Do you receive orders where to sprinkle it? No ; I see to it myself. 
951. Do you. think sufficient is used in the closets and about the· place generally? Yes ; the closets 

are thoroughly washed out every morning, and if there is any offensive smell disinfectants are used, but not 
otherwise. 

952. What is done with the clothing that is rep.oi"ted dirty? It is washed at once, and then sent to 
the tailor for repairs, and returned to me. 

953. Do you serve it out to the sa~e men? No ; it might be worn by other inmates. 
954. Have you a barber·attached to the Ins:itution? Yes; we have two paupers who do the work. 
955. How often are the men shaved? Usually twice a week. 

. 956. By Dr. Huston.-How many men bathe in one bath before the water is changed? Only one ; 
the bath is then emptied and refilled. . · 



38 

957. By 1Hr. Gill.-What becomes of the clothes of the men who die in the In!!titution? Some are 
sold, some are given to the ·Benevolent Society, some to the paupers leaving the Institution whose clothes 
are inferior, and some are destroyed. 

958. Do you think it would be an improvement if the men wore a special suit issued by the Institution? 
It would be better for the men, but the expense would be greater. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 1, 1888. 

MR. FREDERICK R. SE.AGER, Assistant Superintendent and St01·ekeeper New Toron Oltaritable 
Institution, called in and examine,d. 

959. By 11:fr. Roolte.-How long have you occupied the position of .Assistant Superintendent and 
Storekeeper ? Nine years. 

960. Do you serve out everything? Yes. 
961. Have you anything to complain of with regard to the character and quality of the food? No. 
962. Do you have charge of the medical comforts also? Yes; and I issue them under the clirection 

of the Medical Officer only, except in cases of emergency, when I use my own discretion and report to 
him. 

963. Do you think the labour is utilised to its fullest extent? I do. 
964. If yotl had more ground could you raise more vegetables? I very much question it. The 

inmates are very frail, and become more incapacitated for work every year. 
965. Is the Institution plentifully supplied with water? Yes. 
966. Is the bathing accommodation sufficient? It is rather insufficient in the hospital division. 
967. Do you think it would be advisable to increase the bathing accommodation in the other part of 

the Institution, so that the men could bathe more frequently? It would be an improvement. 
968. Do the sick get proper attention? I would advise that more competent attendants be employed 

for the hospitals. 
969. Would it, in your- opinion, be judicious to employ female nurses to attend to the men, knowing, 

as you do, their habits? Yes; I have spoken to two or three nurses at the General Hospital on the 
subject, and they inform me that there would be no difficulty in procuring nurses to wait upon them. 

970. Is the Institution sufficiently lighted? It could be improved. I would recommend gas instead 
of kerosene, both for safety and comfort. 

971. You have no Official Visitors? No. 
972. Do you think it would be an improvement to have Official Visitors ? I do not think so. 
973. With regard to the men who are allowed to leave the Institution to go hop-picking, do they first get 

a medical certificate? Yes. I might explain that the men who have finished their period of detention may 
claim their discharge without reference to the medical officer ; but those who have not are brought before the 
medical officer, who examines them, and, if they are fit to leave, he grants a certificate, which is forwarded 
to the .Administrator of Charitable Grants for his judgment. 

974. Have you a sufficient number of attendants? For those who are sick, as I have stated, the 
attendance requires improving; but for those who are able to get about, the attendance is quite sufficient. 

975. In addition to the improvements which you have suggested, is there anything else that requires 
immediate attention? The cooking for the sick, although done fairly well by the inmates employed for that 
purpose, is not as it should be, and a good healthy man should, in my opinion, be employed. I-would also 
suggest that there be a small bath and lavatory in each of the hospital wards. 

976. By Dr. Huston.-You have stated that official ;isitors are not required: will you give us your 
reasons for forming that opinion? The place is open night and day to. the public, and is constantly filled 
with visitors, so that there is really nothing for the Official Visitors to do. There is nothing going wrong. 

977. But in a large establishment of that kind would it not-be an improvement to have some sort of 
outside supervision as a guarantee that the Institution was being properly conducted and the various duties 
efficiently performed? I certainly do not see the necessity for Official Visitors. 

978. Where would any case of acute and dangerous sickness be treated? .All cases of that nature are 
sent to the General Hospital. 

979. How many working men have you? .About 100. 
980. How many are able to work out of doors? Very few, if any. 
981. What becomes 3f the nightsoil? . It is buried in trenches every morning, and utilised for manure. 
982. How far is it t~ken from the building ? .About 100 yards. 
983. Do you find it offensive? No, only .while it is being removed. 
984. Do you get a good supply of fuel?' Yes. 
985. Is there a scale ·of rations ? Yes. 
986. In a case of sudden illness or accident you are the person called upon to attend to it in the absence 

of the doctor: have you ever had a fatal case under these circumstances? No. 
987. Have you had any cases of sudden death? Very rarely. We have not had a case for a number 

of years. 
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988. How many inmates are placed in one ward? Fifty in the ordinary wards; 32 in the hospital 

wards. 
989. What provision have you for closets, &c.? 

tubs, closets, and earth-closets. _ 
We have ordinary night-stools in the hospitals, night-

990. Do you find that sufficie~t to keep down offensive smells? Yes, they are all frequently emptied. 
991. By Mr. Dobbie.-In the absence of any kind of official visitation, to whom do you report your 

requirements? To the Chief Secretary. 
992. Has the want of bath accommodation been reported? 

to the extent which, I think, is necessary on the hospital side. 
Yes, and it was improved slightly, but not 

993. When you make any recommendations do you find any difficulty in getting them attended to? 
No ; the Clerk of Works i~ usually sent out, and it is done at once. 

994. You have recommended that female nurses should be employed. Can you give an estimate of the 
probable cost of this change? In my opinion a full working staff of about 20 nurses would be necessary, 
and they would require more than the nurses receive at the General Hospital. The probable cost per year 
altogether would be about £1000. 

995. In view of that increased expenditure do you recommend the change? Most decidedly I do. 
996. Are the men not properly attended to? To the best of the attend_ants' ability they are. 
997. Are they subject to any serious discomforts? No, except the incapacity of the warders. 
998. Do any of these inen suffer any real injury from the present nursing arrangements. No, I do 

not think so. 
999. Is there any rule as to the age or condition of persons who are admitted to the Institution? None 

whatever. 
1000. What is the process ? In the first place they apply for an order to the Benevolent Society ; they 

are then forwarded with that order to the hospital for a medical certificate, and they get another memorandum 
to the Superintendent for admission. The detention order is made by the Administrator. 

1001. Practically it is the Benevolent Society who send the people out there? Yes, from Hobart; 
the orders for country people come direct from the Administrator of Charitable Grants. 

1002. What proportion are sent from Hobart? Two-thirds. 
1003. Is there no limit as to age ? No. 
1004. Are any young men sent there ? Yes, but they are afllicted with slight brain derangements or

epilepsy. 
1005. Should not these cases be sent to the New Norfolk Asylum? I only get cases that are perfectly 

harmless, and if they become unmanageable they are forwarded to the General Hospital. 
1006. By Dr. Huston.-Are any of these cases capable of cure? I do not think ,to, 

1007. What other special cases of young men are at the Institution? We have one afllicted with 
blindness, and an idiot who has been with us for a long time. 

1008. Is there not a young man named 1\1:'Guinness there? Yes, he is suffering from consumption. 
1009. Is he quite unable to earn a living? Yes; he is not fit to do any-kind of work. 
1010. Is he ever likely to leave the Institution? No. 
lOll. From your experience, can you tell the Com~ission ifit is a fact thatnoperson is sent there who 

is able to earn a living ? Yes, that is the case. 
1012. Do you think the Benevolent Society ever sent any people there in order to relieve their funds? 

No. I do not know of any who have been admitted who are not fit objects to be there. 
1013. Then the Institution is never abused? No. 
1014. Do you think that the Benevolent Society is the proper authority to send people to the 

Institution ? No. 
1015. Whom would you recommend as the proper authority? The Administrator of Charitable Grants. 
1016. Why? I do not agree with the dual authority. All country cases come through the Administrator 

direct. In the case of a man who desires to be discharged, we address the Administrator, who asks the 
opinion of the Benevolent Society, and hence a deal of delay is occasioned. We always address the 
Administrator, who appears to be the proper person, and do not recognise the Society at all. 

1017. When a person is sent in by the Benevolent Society he is detained for a certain period, is he 
not? Yes, for three months. The Administrator makes the order for detention. 

1018. By Mr. Brorvn.-Do you know the area of cultivable land on the farm? Roughly speaking, 
:five acres. 

1019. Does it supply the Institution with vegetables? With green vegetables, but not potatoes. 
1020. Are there any rules and regulations? Yes. 
1021. By whom have they been prepared? By the Superintendent and myself, subject to the approval 

of the Chief Secretary. 
1022. What is the daily routine? The inmates are supposed to be at breakfast at 8 o'clock; at 9 

o'clock a bell rings and work is commenced, those who are able to do outside work being taken out by the 
overseer ; at 10 the building is open for inspection; at 12, cease labour ; at 1, dinner ; at 2 labour is 
resumed until half-past 4 ; at 5, tea ; at 7 o'clock the muster bell is rung, and the head warder goes round 
the Institution. The silence bell is rung at 9 o'clock. 
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1023. What is provided for each meal? For ordinary inmates-Breakfast, a pint of tea, ½ lb. bread; 

dinner, pint of soup, i lb. meat, i lb. potatoes, ½ lb. bread; tea, a pint of tea, and ½ lb. bread. In the 
hospital extras are allowed with medical comforts, which are ordered by the medi~al officer. 

1024. Are the watchmen occupied night and day? No; there is one at night ; the attendants prevent 
anything happening during the day. . 

1025. What check have you upon the night watchman? Virtually none, except his own report in 
the morning. · 

1026. Do you ever make "surprise" visits? Yes. 
1027. Do you classify the inmates? Yes, to the best of our ability; without additional buildings we 

cannot do more. 
1028. Have you anything to suggest with regard- to the cancer ward?· We require a larger and 

brighter ward for cancer patients. _ 
1029. In your opinion should the cancer patients (two), who are in the general wards, be kept separate 

from the ordinary inmates? Yes, I think they should be in the cancer ward; but it is not large enough 
at the present time. · 

10:30. By 11:lr. Gill.-You have stated that the admission of persons to the Institution was never 
abused-will you tell the Commission how Tolmache was admitted? Yes. A short time ago he was 
discharged from the Institution; but he drank very heavily, and after walking about till his feet were 
severely blistered, he was re-admitted. It was a charity to admit him. 

1031. Do you think he is a fit object to be ther~? I do. 
1032. What religious services -were held? The Rev. Canon Mason is in charge of the Church of 

England body, assisted by the Rev. Alfred Martin; the Rev. Father Hennebry attends to the Roman 
Catholic portion; and other denominations are well represented. The ladies belonging to the Flower 
Mission devote the whole of Friday afternoon to going round the hospital wards ; and the Salvation Army 
intend to visit the In11titution. 

1033. Coming back to the sfores, do the officers receive a personal allowance of ~-ations? Yes, all 
except the Superintendent and Matron. They also purchase bread and meat at contract prices, and pay 
me at the end of every month. 

1034. Do they use Government property, such as rugs and bedding ? No ; these are allowed to the 
attendants. 

1035. Can you make any further suggestions for the better working of the establishment? It would 
be an improvement to take over the church and convert it into a hospital. • 

1036. Is the church used for the inmates? Yes ; we have the galleries on Sundays. 
1037. Is it used in the parish at all ? Yes. 
1038. Have you officers enough? No; I require more, and they should be a little better paid. 
1039. By llfr. Lewis.-W ould you be satisfied to have male nurses? From what I have seen of 

them I do not think they would be much improvement. 
1040. Have you any means of ascertaining where the inmates -come from? Yes; they ramble about 

Hobart and the suburbs, and get their orders in Hobart. 
1041. I>o you find any difficulty in maintaining discipline? Very little. 
1042. How do you account for the very dirty appearance of the clothes worn by the inmates? Their 

habits are naturally dirty. 
1043. What i:iieans have you in case of fire? Only temporary at present, but I have been informed 

that stand-pipes have been ordered. 
1044. Have you a sufficient force of water? Yes ; I think we could throw it over the roof. We 

have a reservoir at' the back of the building, quite distinct from the town supply. 
1045. How many gallons does it hold? I do not know. 
1046. By Dr: Huston.-Do you do any work for the outside public, or for other institutions? We 

have not the labour to do much, but che inmates break stones, which are sold. 
1047. Some of your people are at the Cascades, are they not? The paupers at the Cascades are not 

attached to the New Town Institution. There are also 20 men at the Cemetery, and 13 at the Government 
Farm, but they are attached to our Institution. 

1048. What amount do_ you receive per year from the stone-breaking or other work? On an average 
about £20 or £30 a-year. 

1049. Have you an ample supply of medical comforts? Yes. 
1050. Are they administered freely? Yes. 
1051. Is the man Tolmaque able to do any work? No; he is an invalid, and totally incapable of 

doing anything. 
1052. Is his mental condition sound? No. 
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THE NEW NORFOLK ASYLUM FOR THE INSANE, AND CASCADES 
ASYLUM-continued. 

MR. F. W. MITCHELL, Official Visitor New N01folk and Oascad~s Hospitalsfor the Insane, called 
in and examined. 

1053. By M1·. Rooke.-What ie your name? Francis William Mitchell. 
1054. You are Official Visitor to the New Norfolk Asylum for the Insane, and also to the Cascades 

Asylum? I am. 

1055. When were you appointed? I was appointed a Commissioner of the Hospital for the Insane,. 
Cascades, in August, 1879, in place of the Honorable Charles Meredith, who resigned; I was appointed a 
Commissioner of the Hospital for the Insane, New Norfolk, in March,• 1882, in place of Walter Angus 
Bethune Jamieson, Esquire, deceased; I was appointed a Member of a: Royal Commission to enquire 
into and report upon the then present condition of the Asylums for the J nsane, the character of buildings, 
and surrounding grounds, classification of patients, the treatment adopted, and as to the methods pursued for 
ensuring the safe custody and successful treatment of the Insane in Great Britain, Europe, and the 
neighbouring colonies in January, 1883; I irave evidence before a Select Committee of the Legislative 
Council on 24th October, 1883, as to the internal and general management of the Insane at New Norfolk ; 
and I was appointed Official Visitor to the New Norfolk and Cascades Asylums under 49 Viet. No~ 35, in 
December, 1885. 

1056. With regard to the New Norfolk Asylum, do you consider that there is sufficient ground for 
the purpose? No, I do not. I consider that it is highly desirable and necessary that the same proportion 
of land to each patient should exist in connection with the New Norfolk Asylum as generally appertains to 
similar institutions in other places. 

1057. You recommend, then, that more land be purehased? Yes, an additional 62 acres; the present 
acreage is 48. This should be done with a view of giving out-door employment to the patients. The best 
authorities on psychology tell us that that is the bes_t occupation for them. 

1058. How often do you visit the Institution? Never less than once a month, frequently oftener; 
occasionally it happens that the relations or friends of patients are desirous of removing them. On such 
occasions I am always ready to attend, and take the necessary steps for their discharge. 

1059. D.o you call at stated times? Our intended visits may become known, but not from ourselves· 
We sometimes agree to pay visits without notice, and one of us has been there at midnight, and found 
everything in order. Visits have been paid without the slightest possibility of the officers knowing that. we 
were coming, and we have gone_ round the Institution unattended by any of the officers. 

1060. On th!)se visits was everything satisfactory? Yes, invariably so. All complaints have been 
thoroughly investigated. 

1061. Do you consider that there are sufficient warders? Yes; the average is above other institutions. 
1062. Do you approve of so many casual visitors ? Most certainly not. I consider that the practice 

is calculated in _a vast degree to disturb the patients, and to throw them back in their chances of rec~v:ery. 
It has been noticed that for a day or two after the Asylum has been attended by a large number of vISitors 
the patients are excited. 

1063. Does the same remark apply to the Cascades Asylum? Yes, but with greater force. In the 
existing rules of the Cascades Asylum-rules which, I believe, were made before·the Institution was placed 
under a medical superintendent-the head attendant has power to grant an order. We have been accus
tomed to see, on our official visits, casual visitors in such numbers as we have regarded as extremely 
improper. 

1064. Would you approve of the· number who have power to . issue orders being curtailed, and that 
the Chief Secretary and Official Visitors only have this power? Yes, I entirely approve of that 
suggestion. 

1065. With regard to the wood-cutting at New Norfolk, do you consider that a steam~engine 
should be obtained for that purpose? Most decidedly. We have recently had an engine offered to us, 
and upon examination it was found to be satisfactory in all respects ; but the Government suggested that it 
would be better to wait for the steam laundry. I am, however, very strongly of opinion that it :would be 
most desirable to get a small steam-engine for cutting wood with as little delay as possible, pending the 
steam laundry being obtained. 

J066. The erection of a place of worship lias been suggested: what is your opinion with regard to 
that? There is no doubt that the proper inside surroundings of a place of worship would suggest and 
induce attendance; but it is a very difficult problem to solve, whether the effect of the service would be 
of much benefit. Religious services are held at the Asylums at the present time, but the patients, I think, 
attend only as a matter of course, ap.d relapse into the same line of conversation and habits as before. 

1067. Do you approve of the suggestion that a small sum of money, say £50 or £100, be placed 
annually under the control of the Medical Superintendent for providing the patients with something in the 
way uf amusements? Yes, I think such a sum i,;hould bP, appropriated? At present the patients have a 
ball once a fortnight, and when the township is visited by a company of actors or acrobats, &c. we always 
make an application to them to perform. for the amusement of the patients. They are induce<l to do this for 
a low rate, generally about three guineas, because we give them the privilege of charging the other portion of 
the audience for admission. 

1068. Do you approve of the management generally? Yes ; but I do not approve of the Medical 
Superintendent and Assistant Medical Officer doing so much clerical work. You are paying the medical 
officers salaries which professional men necessarily 1'equire and expect, whilst a large portion of the 
Medical Superintendent's time is taken up making out accounts with the Government ~nd friends of 
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patients, and correspondence generally, of ,~hich there is a great deal. This work could be done more 
effectually by a secretary or good clerk, and the Superintendents would then have more time to devote 
to professional studies and duties. With this addition the management will be as satisfactory as 
possible. 

1069. By .L1f1·. Dobbie.-Is there not a clerk at the Asylum? Yes, and an assistant; but he is also store
keeper, and scarcely of the calibre, and has not the time to conduct the correspondence as it should be con
ducted. The correspondence and accounts take up much time. In most other places, as you are no doubt 
aware, there is a Master in Lunacy, who manages this business entirely separate from the Institution with 
which he is connected. He generally holds some other office as well. Such an appointment would neces
sitate an amendment in the existing law. The work could be done in Hobart, judging from what I have 
seen in New South Wales. 

1070. lf this official we1~e appointed in Hobart, would he relieve the Superintendent of all the work? 
Very nearly all. In 1886 the collections-from paying patients amounted to about £2500. This amount was 
made up of numerous sums, necessarily taking up a great deal of time in receiving, paying into the 
Treasury, and issuing monthly vouchers. Besides, there are constantly applications from friends of patients 
for particulars as to their state of health, &c.,. which require replies. 

1071. Uo you think that the Asylum is sufficiently retired? It is most desirable that Burnett-street, 
between George and Gray streets, and Gray-street, as far as I-J umphrey-street, should be closed. There is 
really no object in keeping them open, because there is a right-of-way to the Lachlan Village· at the back of 
the Asylum. If the front were closed it would give a privacy to the Institution which it does not enjoy at 
the present time. Tt frequently happens that excursionists get on to the dwarf wall in front of the Asylum 
and make objectionable remarks to the patients. 

1072. Do you approve of the buildings that are now being erected? I approve of the general scheme ; 
but the idiots' cottage is, in my opinion, unnecessarily costly and elaborate. 

1073. What is your opinion with regard to the building which it is ;proposed to have erected in front 
of the gentlemen's cottage? It would be a D"reat eyesore, and would debar the occupants of the gentlemen's 
cottage from an excellent view. 

0 

1074. By J1fr. Gill.-Do you ever allow compensation to other than professional companies for pro
viding entertainments for the patients? Yes, when application is made. 

1075. By .11£1·. Lemis.-What fees are paid for the occupants of the gentlemen's cottage? The 
maximum fee is 5s. per day for both lady and gentlemen patients ; but the scale is varied, according to the 
circumstances in which the relations are ~laced. If the Official Visitors find, after investigation, that they 
are unable to pay the maximum fee, the Chief Secretary is informed of the fact, and he sanctions a reduction. 

1076. ·what is the minimum charge? One shilling per day. 
1077. Would a patient paying that sum be treated in identically the same way as those who pay the 

higher charges? Yes, decidedly ; it would be a great hardship and cruelty to do otherwise. 
1078. By Dr. Huston.-Does the aO"o-reo-ate amount received from· this class cover the expenses 

incurred? That is a calculation which I h~~e got made; but I should think the cottages pay. 
1079. By .11Ir. Roolw.-Is the Cascades Lunatic Asylum properly managed? I am afraid it is not as 

well managed as it might be. 
1080. Has it ever come under your notice that the warders or attendants are employed for work other 

than that connected with the Institution? I have no actual knowledge of it. 
1081. Are you aware that the Medical Superintendent keeps cows and pigs at the Asylum, and sells 

milk to the warders? I am not aware that such is the case. 
1082. Would you approve of it? No, certainly not ; it is highly undesirable that there should be any 

trafficking between the head of such an institution and those under him.-
1083. Are you of opinion that the cook Hhould have as perquisites the fat, &c. from the kitchen? No. 
1084. On the whole, do you think that the inmates of the Cascades get properly looked after? Yes; 

the food is as good as can reasonably be expected under the circumstances. 
1085. Do you think that the sick patients are properly cared for, and get sufficient medical comforts? 

Judging from one case that came under our notice, I think there might be some improvement in this 
respect; but that is more a medical question. 

1086. What case do you refer to? One of the patients was in bed at the time of our visit, and com
plained of pain in the abdomen. Dr. Smart, our then Chairman, who was present, drew down the bed
clothes and found that there was considerable swelling. He suggested the use of the catheter immediately, 
and passed the instrument himself, the patient obtaining immediate relie£ Possibly if that had been done 
earlier the man would not have suffered so much pain. 

1087. What is your opinion with regard to a patient named De ·Bomford, who is at the Cascades 
Asylum? I consider that De Bomford, a Queen's pleasure patient, receives indulgences which interfere 
very considerably with the discipline of the establishment. 

1088. Would that tend to make the others dissatisfied? I think it would do so. We drew the 
Superintendent's attention to the circumstance during one of our late visits,- and asked him whether he 
considered then!i necessary for the man's cure? He replied, Perhaps he did. I may mention that we have 
brought this matter under the notice of the Government by an official letter. The Chief Secretriry replied 
to Dr. Coverdale that he had full confidence that he would do what was right in that matter, or something 
to that effect. 

1089. You are aware that the two heads of the Institution dci practically the same work? Yes.· 
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1090. Do ~-ou think a saving might be effected here? Yes, I think one chief officer would be quite 
sufficient, 

1091. From your experience do you consider that ic is absolutely necessary that a medical officer should 
reside at the .Asylum? That is almost a medical question; but, as far as the mental condition of the 
inmates is concerned, I do not think a residrnt medical officer necessary, because there is little or no hope of 
their recovery; but as far as health is concerned and g·eneral treatment, I am of opinion that it is necessary 
that such an officer should reside there. . 

1092. B.1/ Mr. Lewis.-When do you hope to have the rules of the Cascades .Asylum revised? The 
rules are either ih the hands of the Chairman, or he has sent them on to the Chief Secretary to be placed 
before the Executive Council for approval. . 

1093. Were they prepared by the Official Visitors ? They are the old rules altered where necessity 
required alteration. 

1094. Have strict rules been drawn up as to the admission of casual visitors? The new rule is to the 
effect that no persons shall be admitted unless they are accompanied during their visit by one of the 
officers of the Institution, and it is suggested that the power given by the old rule to the head-keeper shall 
be abrogated. 

1095. Who is to have the power to issue orders for admission ? The Chief Secretary, the Medical 
Superintendent, and the Official Visitors, I believe. 

1096. Is the discipline satisfactory? I cannot say it is satisfactory while such a case as I have 
mentioned is allowed to pass. 

1097. Do you think that the discipline of the warders is satisfactory? Yes, as far as my observation 
goes. 

1098. By Mr. Dobbie.-From your knowledge of the question, do you think there are sufficient 
attendants for the patients? Yes; the average is rather above that of other places. 

· 1099. Your assumption is that the men are always at their posts ? Yes. 
ll00. Do you approve of their being taken away? I certainly do not. They should be entirely 

employed in attendance on the patients. 
]101. One witness has suggested that the whole system should be remodelled, and the two head 

attendants dispensed with ; and that there should be a senior warder in charge of each yard, and one 
superintendent over the whole: would you approve of such a course being adopted ? I think some of the 
highly-paid officers could be ·dispensed with; there are too many. 

1102. Do you think that the Medical Superintendent, in addition to the work he now performs, could 
also do the supervision, with a head attendant under 4im? Yes, I think he could, without the slightest 
trouble; and he would be brought more in contact with the patients, which would be very desirable. 

1103. Have you anything further to suggest? Yes. Under the old .Act (22 Viet. No. 23) Section 5 
provides for the appointment of a President by the Governor in Council; but in 49 Viet. No. 35, that 
Clause is repealed, the result being that there is really no legal power given to appoint a Chairman of the 
Official Visitors. I would suggest that, in the absence of that power, the Board themselves. should 
nominate their Chairman. I might also mention that, although the Chairman is a paid officer of the 
Government, the remaining Official Visitors are not, although their duties are much the same. That the 
unaccomplished recommenuations contained in the Report of the Royal Commission on the state of the 
Lunatic .Asylums in Tasmania, dated the 16th June, 1883, and the Annual Report on the Hospital for the 
Insane at New Norfolk for the year 1886, be carried out, and that the sum of £20,000 be placed upon the 
next Estimates for the purpose of completing the buildings now in course of erection for the refractory 
females, for providing buildings for the administrative clerk and assistant medical officer within the 
Institution, the purchase of an additional 62 acres of land, and for increasing the pressure of the water 
supply in case of fire. 

AFTERNOON SITTING. 

THE BOYS' TRAINING SCHOOL, C.ASC.ADES. 
MR. J.AS. LONGMORE, Superintendent Boys' Training School, Cascades, called in and exarnined. 

1104. By Di·. Huston.-You are Superintendent of the Boys' Training School? Yes. 
1105. How long have you been in that position? Since the school was opened, in July, 1884. 
1106. How many boys have you in the school? We have 37 at present. 
1107. Do your numbers vary much? Not during the last 18 months. The average was 35 last year. 
1108. Is it an entirely Government establishment? Yes. 
1109. Under whose direction are you? Under the direction of the Chief Secretary and a Visiting 

Board of Management. 
1110. What are the functions of the Board? . They hold monthly meetings, and generally carry on the 

Institution under the Chief Secretary. 
llll. Do they visit the school iegularly every month? Yes, far more frequently. 
1112 . .Are there any fixed days for theRe visits? I believe that there are two members appointed at 

each meeting, who are supposed to visit the school at any time. 
1113. Do they do so? Yes ; the secretary is there frequently twice a week, sometimes oftener. 
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1113A. What is the usual routine of the day? The boys rise at a little after 6 o'clock, and do general 

work, ~uch as cleaning and tidying up, till 8 o'clock; from 8 till half-past 9, breakfast, worship, and 
recreation ; school at half-past 9 till half-past 10; industrial work till l ; dinner and recreation from 1 till 
2·30 ; industrial work is then resumed till 5 ; from that time till half-past 6 washing and recreation ; half
past 6 till half-past 7, school; after that worship, and bed. 

1114. In what subject; are the boys instructed beyond the ordinary school routine? Farming, 
carpentering, and gardening. · 

1115. Are there certain boys set apart for certain duties ? Yes ; but we do not as a rule keep them 
all their time at the same kind of work; we give the carpenters a little knowledge of farming. 

1116. Have you a practical carpenter to teach them? Yes, and also a farmer and gardener. We 
generally try to find out what a boy is adapted for. The little boys are usually put to garden work, and the 
more intelligent into the carpenters' shop. 

1117. What is the acreage of the farm? About 12 acres of level land. 
1118. Do you find the boys are apt at learning? Yes. 
lll9. Is there any other trade taught? No. 
1120. Do you not think it would be. an improvement to give them more technical instruction 

to have a greater number of trades represented, so that the boys could enter into it con amore? We 
have not sufficient labour. 1f the land is kept in cultivation a certain amount oflabour must be expended 
upon it. 

1121. But if you could get one or two afternoons during the week to give the lads instruction in other 
trades, would_ it not be better? Yes, I think that would be an improvement. 

1122. Have you any tailors? No ; everything in that line is done at the Gaol, and it is very 
awkward having to send everything there to be done. 

1123. Is the washing done by the boys? Yes. 
1124. Have you a washing-machine?_ No; it is all done by hand. 
1125. Do you find that the boys who take up the carpentering trade improve at it? Yes. 
1126. Have you plenty of tools? Yes. 
1127. Do you get all the repairs that are required done by the boys? Yes ; and they do all the 

house painting. 
1128. Is the establishment healthy ? Yes, exceedingly so. 
1129. As a rule are the boys amenable to discipline? Yes. 
1130. How long do you keep them? It· depends very much on the boys themselves; they are 

sentenced to from three to five years. 
1131. Do you license them out? Yes. 
1132. Are they ever sent away before three· years have expired? Yes, sometimes before they have 

been at the scho_ol for one year. 
1133. Under what circumstances? We find a suitable place for a boy, and his conduct having been 

taken into consideration, if he has made fair progress in his school studies, he is licensed out for three 
months at a time. 

1134. What has been the result of your experience in the system oflicensing the boys out? Good. 
1135. Have you ever had to recall them? When we find that the work is not suitable for the boys 

we take them back, but we have never had to recall them under other circumstances. 
1136. Have you had any complaints as to their moral conduct? No. 
1137. What control do you exercise over the licensed boys? We exercise control through the master 

and also through the police, when necessary. 
1138. Have you any means of ascertaining whether the boys are being well treated and instructed in 

their work? Yes; we write to the masters and also to the boys themselves. Careful inquiry is always 
made before the boys are sent out. 

1139. How many are licensed out at the present time? About two dozen. 
1140. By M1·. Lewis.-Are they all licensed out to farmers? The bulk of them are. 
1141. To whom are they licensed? To farmers throughout the colony. 
1142. Do you think it ,vould be desirable to license them out to tradesmen in town? No, I am not 

in favour of that; I prefer sending them to the country. · 
1143. At the end of every three months are licences renewed if everything is satisfactory? Yes, they 

are renewed until the end ofthe period ofthe sentences. We then have no control over them. 
1144. Do you expect them to return when their sentences are completed? No, they are practically 

discharged when they leave the school. 
1145. Do you send any to the Government farm? · No. 
1146. Do you think that would be a good step to take? We have not sufficient boys to send. 
1147. How many cows have you? Five. 
1148. Is that a sufficient number? Yes, at present ; but we could get more if the demand for milk 

required it. 
1149. Do you sell any milk? We sell a little to the attendants m . other establishments. who may 

want it. 
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1150. Have you sufficient work for the carpenters? We have had hitherto, but I am· inclined to think 
tliat it will ultimately become less. 

1151. What religious instruction do the lads receive ? The English and Roman Catholic clergymen 
visit the school once a week, and the bible is read every evening. 

1152. Is attendance compulsory when the clergymen are at the school? We· have never had any 
difficulty with the boys in that respect. . . 

l] 53. Have the bulk of the boys, when they enter the school, had any previous instruction? No ; we 
have practically to begin from the beginning. 

1154. In the accounts attached to the annual report I find a sum for milk, butter, fruit, and vegetables: 
is that the estimated value of what is raised, or is it realised by the actual sales over and t'.buve what you use 
yourselves ? It is realised by the actual sales to the various Institutions, and inclui:.es what we use 
ourselves. 

1155. By Mr. Dobbie.-You have stated that the educational acquirements of the boys when they 
enter the school are very poor: as a rule do they make much progress before they lePve you? Not very 
much. We instruct them chiefly in elementary and indm,trial work ; but we as a rule look out for plac:;s . 
where they will be assisted in their education, if the boys are under school age when they leave. 

. lJ 56. Is there any inducement held out to them to behave well while they are with you? We have a 
mark system and money awards, and they are allowed out as a reward for good behaviour. 

1157. Do you find that the lads abuse the privilege of going out? No, not one boy has ever abused it. 
1158. Do you supply milk to the warders of the Cascade Asylum? We have supplied a little, but 

they have ceased to require it. 
1159. Could you supply them if they required it? Yes, but as a rule we have not too much to spare, 

only if required we could keep more cows. 
1160. Do you keep pigs? Yes, 
116]. Could you keep more? I have thought that we could if we had enough food for them. 
1162. Do you get much food from the other establishments? No, very little. 
1163. What do you get from the Cascades Asylum for the Insane? About half a pail of dirty 

water a day. 
1164. Do you think that you get all the refuse from that establishment? I do not. 
1165. Do you think that it would be an advantage if you got more? Yes; we could feed the pigs 

quicker, and keep more of them. 
1166. Have you any trouble with the parents of the boys whom you license out? Yes; sometimes 

lads who have had good situations, and who have been get.ting on well, have been enticed away to town by 
their parents, and are in danger of falling into evil habits. 

1167. What do you do under these circumstances? If the boy's time has expired we are powerless to act 
1168. Can you recommend any means by which this evil could be remedied? I would recommend 

that the Superintendent should have control over the lads until they reacl1ed a certain age. It is well to 
liave a hold on some of the lads under circumstances such as I have memione<l. 

1169. By Mr. Brorvn.-Is the Institution purely a Government one-are other lads there beside 
those who are sentenced? No. 

1170. Are they treated as prisoners, and led to b':llieve that they are prisoners ? No, certainly not. 
We avoid the prison system entirely. 

1171. Do you classify the boys at all? It is almost unnecessary; but they have separate bedrooms. 
1172. Do you ke·ep night-watches ? Yes. 
1173. Are any of the old men from the Invalid Depot employed about the place? No. 
1174. With regard to amusements, do you teach the lads music? We made an attempt to get a drum 

and fife band ; but we have no one at present able to teach them. We give them instruction in singing. 
1175. Who conducts the school? I do. 
1176. Have you any system ?-are you under the Board of Education? We divide the lads into, 

classes, and we have visits from the Inspector. 
1177. Has a boy left the Institution lately for Campbell Town'? Yes. 
1178. Have you any other boys from Campbell Town? Yes, one or two. 
1179. Is one of them rather difficult to manage? No. 
1180. By J.lfr. Dobbie.-Do you think that _the establishment is working satisfactorily? Yes. 
1181. By Mr. Lervis.-Do the boys have any gymnastic exercise? They have bars, but no training. 

MR. J. B. MATHER, J.l:fanager and Secretary Boys' 'J.1mining School, called in and examined. 

1182. By Dr. Huston.-What is your name? Joseph Benson Mather. 
1183. What appointments do you hold in connection with the Boys' Training School.? I am one 

of the Managers, and Honorary Secretary. Perhaps I may be permitted to say that there are seven 
managers, the Mayor, ex qjficio, being one of thEm. . Meetings are held monthly, oftener if required. A 
report is furnished to each meeting by the Superintendent as to anythin~ that has transpired at the school. 
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<luring the month, and the Secretary rep01;ts all that has come under hi;; notice. A record is kept of all 
business brought forward. Visitors are appointed to see after the interests and management of the Institution. 

1184. How long have you been in the position of Secretary? Ever since the Institution has been 
established. 

1185. You are familiar with the internal working of the School?, Yes; and from my own knowledge 
I can say that it is. governed. by "the law of kindness." The children are treated as a family, and every 
liberty is given them which is suitable. The Institution is what its name implies-a training school-not 
a gaol. There is an endeavour to divest it of every idea of a prison. Under such circumstances a peculiar 
class of officers is needed; and the Managers have been fortunate in their selection. One and all perform 
their duties satisfactorily. The Superintendent l1as a remarkable tact in the mani,gement of the boys, so 
that they seem to feel that he is their friend, and they love him, and are willing to do anything to please 
him. Some of them are allowed to go into town on Saturday afternoons, and they are invariably back at 
ihe time appointed. On the occasion of the jubilee nearly the whole of the boys were allowed to visit the 
town to see the var~ous displays : all behav,ed well, and were back to time. The three work-masters
carpenter, gardener, and farm labourer-a're married men with families, and they treat the boys kindly. 
According to the rules of the Institution no one is allowed to punish the boys excepting the Superintendent. 
In case of misbehaviour report is to be made to the Superintendent, who acts in the matter as to him seems 
best. Punishment has been rarely resorted to. Loss of marks has generally been sufficient in case of a!ly 
impropriety. A record is kept of any punishment, and always repo!'ted to the Managers. The cook is a 
:respectable widow, who acts also as Matron, and manifests a motherly care of the boys, sees after 
their shirts, socks, &c., mending them when necessary. 

1186. It ie supported by the Government? Yes. 
1187. At what age do you cease to have control over the boys? The boys are admittecr'from 11 years 

old to 16. ·Our control over them ceases when their sentence expires,-it may be at 14 or it may be at 21. 
In the Annual Report which the Managers have just furnished to the Government, they have suggested the 
desirability of assimilating the Training Schools Act of this Colony·with that of Victoria, which makes the 
children wards of the State until they attain the age of 21 years. The Managers think that such a measure 
would be a means of largely preventing the influence of vicious parents, and of enabling the Managers to con- . 
tinue their help and protection to the children until they have sufficient experience to protect themselves. 
Each boy, on his being licensed out, is provided with a good outfit, including a best suit, as well as his 
every day wol'king clothes, there is, therefol'e, very 'little need for any outlay for some time ; conse
quently his wages accumulate, which, in acco!'dance with the contract entered into by the master, have to be 
forwarded monthly to the Sec!'Ctary, when they are· deposited in the Savings Bank to the credit of the boy. 
This of itself may induce habits of thrift. At the termination of twelve months or longer there is a consider
able fund, which the parnnt looks forward to, and considers too large to be idle. Therefore, as soon as the 
boy's sentence has nearly expired the father writes to or visits him, and tells him that he IIl:ust not re-engage 
with his mastel', but he must come home. The first intimation the Secretary has that the boy has come to 
town is the appearance of the fathe!' or mother making a request fol' his money. There have been several 
painful cases of this kind, which the Managers greatly de»ire for the futUI'e to prevent, and they think that 
if"an Act ~s passed as proposed it may prove in every way advantageous to many of the boys. 

1188. What is the result of your experience? The benefit conferred on the boys.has been of a very 
marked character. They have behaved well, and there have been very few cases of absconding. The 
Manage!'s have now the power of licensing them out at any time with the approval of the Chief Secretary. 
They can be sent out immediately afte!' entering the establishment. 

1189. Has this ever been done? Yes. 
1190. After careful selection? Yes; but at the same time there have been instances where advice has 

been given by the Government which the Managers have thought it necessary to object to; but when they 
have explained .their !'easons fol' objecting·, and have suggested a diffel'ent cours_e, there has been a 
willingness to meet the views of the Managers, and the greatest cansideration and courtesy has been shown. 

1191. In what direction? They have been asked by us to discharge bo.vs, but we have invariably said 
that it would be better to license them out. There were two boys licensed out under these cil'cumstances, 
and we have had considerable trouble with them. 

1192. On the whole are the cases licensed out satisfactorily? Yes; in very few cases have we had to 
get the boys back again. 

1193. Do they receive wages? Yes; the masters and I agree as to what wages the boys are to 
receive, and, as a rule, the inoney is fol'warded to me, and placed in the Savings Bank to their credit. 

1194. Is it desirable, in your opinion, to increase the number of trades that are taught at the school? 
The expenses would be considerably augmented by doing so, and the number of boys is very limited. We 
did wish to have tailors, but it would be necessary to have a tailor continually about the place to give them 
instruction. Our desire is to· send the lads into the country as much as possible, and they then get rid of 
their old associates. · - • . 

1195. Do you have many boys from the country? Yes. 
1196. Do you send them, as a rule, back to the same parts? No ; we. do not license them out in the 

same districts. 
1197. What proportion of the boys are employed at the Institution at out-door work? Fully three

fourths. 
1198. Ts the work- changed for them 7 Yes ; they are not kept constantly at the same kind of 

employment . 
. 1199. From your knowledge do these boys become useful at the work they have been accustomed 

to? Yes. 
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1200. Do you think it desirable to appreatice them out soon after entering the establishment? That 

is the exception, and occasionally it may be desirable. There have been cases where the lads have heen 
licensed out to their parents. 

1201. Have there been any adverse reports in cases of that kind? No ; in the first place they are 
licensed out for three months at a time, and, secondly, we are enabled to get information as to how the boys 
are being treated through the medium of the police, whom we have in our confidence ? 

1202. By 11£1·. Dobbie.-W ould you, as a matter of course, license a boy to a parent upon application 
being made? No; we have only licensed two in this way. 

1203. Do the parents apply frequently? No. Two applieq. lately, but we refused them on account 
of their unsuitableness. . 

1204. Have you sufficient control over ihose who are licensed out? Yes. The Superintendent keeps 
up a correspondence with them, which has a helpful influence. 

1205. After their sentences are completed, what control have you over them? None at all. 
1206. Do you keep a watch over their interests even then? Yes. 
1207. Do you ever find them relapse into objectionable ways? No. 
1208. Do you experience any difficulty for want of some sort. of control after the sentences arc e~pired? 

Yes; the chief_ difficulty is with the parents of the boys, who invariably try to get the money from them. 
1209. Would it better to have these boys protected? I think so ; and the managers have strongly 

urged that they be empowered to act as guardians until the boys reach the age of 21 years. 
1210. Up to what age are the boys sent to the Institution? At one time they were sent up to 18 

years, but it has been altered to 16. 
1211. Have you found tliat alteration satisfactory? Yes, I quite agree with it. 
1212. By Mr Le1Vis.-By whom is the Board appointed? By the Government. 
1213. Are you selected by the Board as the Hon. Secretary?· Yes.· 
1214. Do you think the boys get sufficient, amusements, privileges, and wages? Yes. 
1215. Would you recommend any increase for good conduct? Yes ; and I advise masters to do so, 

which I think is generally adopte~l. The boys' interests are studied in every particular . 
. 1216. In your last report you suggested that a fund be provided for the boys who remain in their 

situations for twelve months after being licensed out: did you intend that this sum should be distributed 
in the form of prizes? The object is to keep them in the same situation as long as possible. 

1217. Do you think as much good work is got out of the boys as there might be? Yes. 
1218. Is it all properly directed ? Yes. 
1219. Could not some of them be taught farming at the Government farm, New Town? No ; it 

would not be advisable to send them there. 
1220. Do you think as much profit is made out of the farm as might reasonably be expected? Yes. 
1221. By Mr. Brmvn.-Are the boys treated as prisoners? No; we always begin the good work by 

allowing them as much liberty as possible. Every week a certain number of boys are allowed to go out, 
and in no instance have they broken their trust. 

1222. These boys are tried in the open Court, are they not, before being sent to the school ? Yes, it 
could not be otherwise. • 

1223. Do you not think that sending them to gaol is very objectionable? Yes ; the Managers have 
always objected to their being imprisoned at all ; it has a most injurious effect. 

MONDAY, MARCH 5, 18!::!8. 

THE CAMPBELL TOWN HOSPITAL. 

DR. HENRY G. H. NAYLOR, Honoi-ary .il:fedical Officer, Campbell Ton,n Hospital, called in and 
examined. 

1224. By Dr. Huston.-What is your name? Remy George Harris Naylor. 
1225. Will you state what connection you have had with the Hospital up to the present time? I was 

formerly Honorary Surgeon to the Hospital, and subsequently became Medical Officer, which position I 
held for nearly four years. I am now Honorary Medical Officer. 

1226. How is the Institution supported? There are a few subscribers ; the Government subsidise the 
Institution to a considerable amount, and also pay for the paupers separately, 

1227. Is the subsidy a fixed sum yearly? Yes. 
1228. What do the Government pay for the pauper patients-? 2s. per day each. 
1229. What do the subscribers pay? £1 a year, and for this sum they have the privilege of being 

patients once during the year. 
1230. Is the Hospital provided with sufficient medical attendance? Yes. During my tenure of 

office Dr. B m·n was honorary medical officer and I was. medical officer; at the present time Dr. Leth
bridge is medical officer and Dr. Burn and I are honorary medical officers. 



48 

1231. Is the medical officer paid? Yes ; he receives £50 a year, out of ·which he has to provide 
medicines and appliances. 

1232. What condition is the Hospital in? It is very dilapidated, and quite unfit for the purpose; but 
we have been obliged to submit to force of circumstances. 

1233. Is it properly furnished and bedded? No; the furniture is very meagre, and I had to 
suggest to the trustees to .get a spring mattrass. I had nothing but a soldier's iron bedstead with meshes of 
mpe. 

1234. Do you think the management is satisfactory? Yes, fal' more satisfactory than it was before, 
when the managing trustee was simply the ruler of the whole concern, with the result that a great deal of 
unpleasantness was occasioned at that time. There is now a board of management, consisting of the clergy
man ?f the district and several other gentlemen. 'l'he old system could not have been worse. 1 will 
ment10n one instance. A patient was admitted to the Hospital suffering from acute diarrhcea, and the man 
was e~ceedingly low and weak. I was informed by the managing trustee that the case was more fit for the 
Invalid Dep6t than the Ho'spital. I replied that it was har<lly the thing to carry a "live corpse" about, 
and I considered the Hospital the best place for him. The man died a few days later. 

1235. They interfered then with the medical management of the institution? Yes. 
1236. That is not the case now? No. 
1237. By l"l!fr. Dobbie.-Do you, as a medical man, approve of the originally proposed site for the 

ne,~ Hospital? Yes; the objection has been raised that the noise of the trains whistling would disturb the 
patients ; but they would get accustomed to that in a very short time. 

1238. What is your opinion of the site where the present building stands? It is simply a bog in the 
winter time, and inferior to the site proposed. 

1239. Do you think that steps should be taken at once to build a new Hospital? Yes, I would 
recommend that course to be adopted. 

1240. By 111-r. Lerois.-Will you explain what the present system is ?-of whom is the Board of 
:Management composed? The three Trustees, four gentlemen of the district, and the ministers of religion 
form a Board, who appoint a Chairman, Secretary, and Treasurer, by whom the immediate management is 
conducted ; though, of' course, before any alterations can be effected, the Board has to be consultecl. 
Regular meetings are held for the purpose of consultation. In conseq uenee of the unsatisfactory working 
of the old system to which I have alluded, the subscribers decided at the last annual meeting to change the 
system to a managing Board. 

1241. Are the Trustees elected annually ? Yes. 
] 242. What amount of subscription will entitle a subscriber to a vote? £1. 
1243. Are the rules sufficient for the management of the Hospital'! There is one rule which I object 

to, and that is the one giving power to the managing Trustee to do as he likes. 
1244. What position does the medical officer stand in with regard to the Board of Management? He 

has ~ull power in the management of patients, but is subordinate to the Board, inasmuch as he has to obey 
any ~nstmctions given by them in any direction. I have often been told by the managing 'l'rustee not to 
ad1rt a typhoid patient. I do not, however,. think the present Board of :Management interfere to that 
extent. 

~245. What are the privileges and duties of the honorary medical officers? Their privileges are 
very 111-definerl ; their duties are nil. . 

1246. Do you think it advisable to ch·aw up a new set of rules? Certainly it is necessary that new 
rules be drawn up de.lining the duties and privileges of the medical and honorary medical officers; and I 
think it is irnportan" that there should be a rule stating something definite as to the relations between the 
nm,:;e and the medical officer. 

1247. How many nurses are there at the Hospital? Only one, and during the last six months there 
has been nobody in the Hospital but this one nurse to do all the work but the cooking and washing. I 
have frequently had to submit to a great deal of unpleasantness in the way of insubordination. 

1248. Do you consider the nurse competent? She cannot take the temperature of the body, and it is 
essential that a trained nurse should be able to do this. 

1249. Do you tl1ink it right for even a small hospital like this to be left without any surgical 
appliances? It is not. It is the only hospital I know of where the surgical appliances have to be 
provided by the medical officer. 

1250. Does it ever become a strain? Yes. 'l'he medical officer has sometimes to find expensive 
appliances, and it i1:1 ve1y inconvenient not to have eve1ything at hand. 

1251. How is it that these things are not supplied? It has always been the rule that the medical 
officer should, for his £50, supply them when necessary. 

1252. Are the medical comforts supplied? Yes. 
1253. How is the cooking done? Very badly; I have frequently seen meals that have been quite 

unfit to eat. In my opinion an efficient cook is required. 
1254. Have the patients ever complained? Yes. 
1255. Have you seen the plans of the proposed new Hospital? I have seen Mr. Conway's plans, 

but not those prepared by Mr. Hunter. 
1256. What is your opinion of Mr. Conway's plans? It would have been a very pretty building, as 

well as a complete and compact Hospital. · 
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1257. What was the cost? £1500. 
1258. Can you tell the Commission whether everything is done to make the friends and relations of the 

Government patients pay for their keep? As far as I know it is done. Strict enquiries are made into 
their circumstances. · · 

1259. Do they ever pay? Yes, sometimes. 
1260. What is the rate charged per diem ? 3s. for paying patients; 2s. for Government patients. 
1261. By JWr. Dobbie.-Practically the institution is kept up by the Government subsidy and what is 

paid for paupers? Yes, they are the main sources of revenue. 
1262. And Government have no voice in the niaiiagement? No. 
1263. Do you think that is a good arrangement? I do not, arid the same opinion is held by many 

people, who think that the Government should take the institution over, as it is virtually a Government one 
at the present time, though not so recognised. I wrote to the Government a short time ago, requesting that 
an inquiry .be made into my dismissal, but received a reply to the effect that the Hospital was not a 
Government institution. 

1264. Subscriptions would cease if it were taken over by the Government? Yes; but that would 
make very little difference per annum, and I think the Hospital would be better managed. 

1265. By M·r. Brorvn.-Do you think that under the existing system the Government should have a 
certain amount of control ? Yes ; I think the Government should exercise a considerable amount of 
control. 

1266. In your opinion, is it necessary, in view of the fact that there is a hospital in Launceston and 
one in ·Hobart, that there should be one in Campbell Town? Yes. · 

1267. Is Campbell Town the most suitable place for such an institution? Yes? Since the Fingal 
Railway has been opened it has made a difference in the number of patients, because people go into Laun
ceston ; but still there are midland patients, for whom Campbell Town is the most desirable place. 

1268. If this particular institution dicl not exist, would you select Campbell Town as the place for a 
third hospital? I would not deny a certain prejudice, but, in my opinion, it would be the best place. The 
locality has the greatest claim also. 

1269. By M1., Lervi~.-If there were no hospital here, do you think the Government should establish 
one? Yes; it is a great necessity. 

1270. By JWr. Brorvn.-Should the Government have a voice in the selection ofihe site for the new 
building ? ·Yes. 

1271. Can you recommend any better site than the one originally proposed? No. 
1272. Objection has been taken to the drainage: what is your opinion with regard to that? The 

drainage need never go into the river ; it can be taken through a culvert into a different place. 
1273. Is it proposed that the new hospital shall be fitted up properly and completely? I think it 1s 

going to be managed on the same principle as it is at the present time. 
1274. By JWr. Lervis.-Has the Medical Officer a seat on the Board of Management? No. 
1275. Have the honorary medical officers any voice in the management? No. 

DR. R. W. LETHBRIDGE, 1Wedical O.fficer, Campbell Tomn Hospital, called in and examined. 

1276: By Dr. Huston.-What is your name? Robert William Lethbridge. 
1277. What position do you hold at the Campbell Town Hospital? 1 am the Medical Officer m 

charge. 
1278. How long have you held that position? Since last November. 
1279. What condition is the present Hospital in? The building is very old and generally unsL1itable; 

it is furnished very badly, anC. altogether in a most unsatisfactory condition. 
1280. Are there any medical appliances? No, except a few splints. The medical officer has hitherto 

supplied all appliances. 
1281. What salary do you receive? £50 per annum, out of which I have to fumish drugs, &c. 
1282. Why should the present state of things exist-have they no funds? They have funds which 

have been collected for the purpose of building a new hospital, and it is not considered advisable to furnish 
t~e old one at present. 

1283. Do the subscriptions come in freely ? I believe there has been a great difficulty in raising 
sufficient funds to claim the Govemme_nt subsidy, but the requisite amount has been made up hitherto. 

1284. What kind of nursing staff have you? There is one nurse at present, who is also matron, and 
she does all the work with the exception of the rough work, such as cooking and scrubbing. 

1284A. How do you manage when extra nurses are required? They are hired specially. 
1285. How are the special nurses paid? Out of the hospital funds. 
1286. Do the Trustees .work amicably? Yes ; they have no difficulty at .all. 
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1287. What is the average number of cases treated at the Hospital during the last 10 years, and the 
number of deaths? 

Year. ' Admitted. Died. 

--
1878 ...................... , ............................ . 57 4 
1879 .................................................. . 50 3 
1880 ....... ··············· .. ······.•·················· .. 43 3 
1881 ................................................. .. 37 1 
1882 .................................................. . 53 4 
1883 .................................................. . 58 6 
1884 .................................................. . 54 .3 
1885 ........ : ......................................... . 45 4 
1886 .................................................. . 33 1 
1887 .................................................. . 35 4 

TOTAL ................................... . 465 33 

Average for 10 years-Admitted, 46~ ; died, 3½. 
1288. Are you well supplied with medical comforts? Yes; there is not the least difficulty in getting 

anything that the patients require. 
1289. What is your opinion of the site for the proposed new hospital? The site looking towards 

Riccarton is a good one, although some objection has been taken to it on the g-round that the patients would 
be disturbed by the whistling of passing trains, but they soon get accustomed to that. 

1290. By J1fr. Lmvis.-Do you think the Board of Management is constituted of the most favourable 
elements ? I think so. 

1291. In your opinion should the honorary medical officers be members of the Board? I should 
think not. I hardly know how it would work. 

1292. Is one nurse sufficient to work the Hospital properly? In my opinion the old system of master 
and matron, or a man and his wife, is better than having one nurse and calling in extra nurses when they 
are required. 

1293. Does the present nurse do her work satisfactorily? Yes. 
1294. From whom does she receive orders ? With regard to the patients she receives her orders from 

me ; but the Chairman of the Board of Management gives her instructions as far as her duties as matron 
are concerned. 

1295. Does she do the cMking? No, a regular cook is employed. 
1296. Have· yoll: noticed the patients getting their meals? Yes, sometimes. 
1297. Has the food been properly cooked? Yes, moderately well ; but one great objection I have to 

the present hospital is that there is no dining-room for convalescent patients, and they are obliged to have 
their meals wher~ there is very little furniture. 

1298. By 111.r Dobb1'.e.-Tbe first requisite is a new hospital, is it not? Yes, undoubtedly; and it 
should be proceeded with at once. I would suggest that it be provided with a small convalescent room. 

1299. Are there sufficient fonds to build the hospital ? There is £2200 at the present time, and the 
1and has been purc11ased. . 

1300. Do you know why the building is not proceeded with? There are, I believe, little jealousies 
existing, and objection has been taken to the land on account of the whistling of the trains passing. 

1301. Do you see any sufficient reason for the delay? No. 
1302. As a medical officer do you recommend that the building be proceeded with at once on the land 

that has been purchased? I do. · 
1303. By 11£1·. B1·orvn.-Are the maj.ority of cases treated at the hospital the results of accidents? Yes. 
1304. Do you not £.nd that the residents of the township are very good to the patients? Yes, and it 

proves a great saving to the hospital. 
1305. Why should not the honorary medical officers be members of the Board of Management? 

Because the sole privile~e of the honorary medical officers consists of recommending three in-patients each 
to the Hospital during tlie year. 

1306. Do you think that the appliances which are now supplied by the Medical Officer should be 
provided ? Y es?,it would be better. 

13.07. With regard to the delay in commencing the new building, do you think that the Government 
.should take the matter in hand? Yes ; there are now three interests concerned, and I think the Govern
ment should take some decided stand, 

1308. By Mr. Gill.-Is the Board elected by the subscribers? The Board consists of three tmstees, 
who are elected triennially by the subscribers four subscribers, who are elected by other subscribers, and 
the ministers of religion. 

1309. Do you think the Boards work well ? Yes. The same system works well in Queensland. 
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1310. By M1·. Lervis.-Do you think it would be advisable to dispense with the Hospital, and senq. 

the cases to Hobart or Launceston? It might be done; but it has always been looked upon as a place to 
send people from the midland districts. 

1311. By Dr. Huston.-Is Campbell Town a desirable place for the Midland Hospital? Yes. 

THOM.AS H. POWER, Chairman Campbell Torvn Hospital Board ef Management, called in 
and examined. 

1312. By Dr. Huston.-What is your name, and what position do you hold with regard to the 
Campbell Town Hospital ? My name is Thomas Henry Power, and I am Chairman of the Board of 
Management. 

1313. Of whom does that Board consist? Four subscribers, three trustees, and all the ministers of 
religion in the district. 

1314. How long has the Board been in existence ? Since the 20th February, 1888. 
1315. Were yo·u connected with the former Board? Yes. 
1316. How was it managed? By three trustees, one of whom wa~ the managing trustee. 
1317. How is the hospital supported? By voluntary subscriptions; the payment of patients at the 

rate of 3s. per diem ; 2s. paid by Government for each pauper patient ; and a grant of £200 per annum 
from the Government. 

1318. What conditions are attached to this grant of· £200? .A certificate to the effect that two 
amounts of £75 or £150 has been collected from other sources. · 

1319. With the assistance of your interest on deposits, have you hitherto been able to raise the requisite 
amount? Not always ; but we are allowed· to alter the certificate from " subscriptions" to " other sources.'' 

1320. Have you made us{l of the interest on the subscriptions that have been paid toward the Building 
Fund? Yes, the interest on £500 was included in " other sources." 

1321. By whom is the staff of your Hospital managed? By the Chairman of the Board of Manage
ment and the medical officer. We have a Matron, who is also the nurse; and there is a woman to do the 
rough work. 

1322. Does the Board work well with the medical staff? 
1323. Have your honorary medical officers a seat on the 

the privilege of putting in three patients <luring the year. 

We have had no experience yet. 
Board of Management ? No ; they have 

1324. Do you and the subscribers approve of the site that has been purchased for the new Hospital? 
Yes ; it is approved of by the majority of the subscribers. 

1325. Are you of opinion that the new building should be commenced at once? Yes. 
1326. How are the provisions supplied to the Hospital? There is a fixed dietary scale, and the 

Chairman signs the orders every Friday morning for the provisions. It is not worth while calling tenders 
for the supply. _ 

1327. By Mr. Dobbie.-What is the cost per annum of maintaining the Hospital? £450. 
1328 . .Are you able to carry on the institution without getting into debt? Yes. I may mention that 

the .Auditor raised an objection to the other "sources," but we were able to show that for ten years we 
had collected over and above of £300, the required amount of subscriptions. 

1329 . .At present is the income sufficient to keep the institution going? I am quite certain that we 
could pull it up again. 

1330. By Dr. Huston.-What was the amount of your actual subscriptions last year? £67. 
1331. By Mr. Dobbie.-ln 1·eality the principal-part of the cost of, or the maintaining the Hospital, 

falls on the Government? Yes ; something more that half. 
1332. What voice has the Government in its. management ? None at all. 
1333. Do you think that the Government should have a representative voice? Yes, they are entitled 

to it. It has been suggested that the Hospital should become entirely a Government institution. 
1334. Would you approve of that step? No ; I think it is more satisfactory as it is. It has worked 

well for over 30 years. 
1335. Do you think that if the Hospital were built now there would be any difference in the 

subscriptions? Yes ; I think there would be more money from that source. 
1336. Would there be an increase in the number of paying patients? Yes, I think so. 
1337. By Dr. Huston.-What benefits do the £1 subscribers receive? Medical attendance for 

themselves and families, and also medicines. 
1338. By Mr. Lervis.-What is the rule with regard to Government and paying patiems ?-is every 

patient paid for? If a patient cannot pay himself the Government pay for him ; but we have had to take 
proceedings tp recover money from patients. 

1339 . .Are patients admitted first, and Government called upon to pay 
neces8ary to obtain an order from the .Administrator of Charitable Grants·? 
the circumstances of the relations and friends inquired into afterwards. 
relations, then the Government pay at once. 

for them afterwards ; or is it 
They are admitted first, and 
If they have no friends or 
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1340. By Dr. Huston.-Who reports these cases? 'l'he medical officer. 
1341. By 1l1r. Brown.-What guide have you taken to draw the new rules up ? We have taken the 

old rules and altered them, introducing new rules that experience has suggested. We have studied the 
rules of. the General Hospitals also. 

1342. What steps have been taken towards the erection of the new Hospital? The money is in the 
bank, and the plans are in the hands of the architect, Mr. Fagg. 

1343. Do y0t{ know whether it is the intention to build separate fever wards ? Yes. 
1344. Will that add very much to the cost of the building'! Yes, but the subscribers insist upon it. 
1345. How many patients will there be accommodation for? I do not know. 
1346. Will surgical appliances be supplied? The s11bject has never been broached yet. 
1347. By .M 1·. Gill.-Do you think a better site could be found? No ; we have gone carefully into 

the matter. 
1348. Do you think the Medical Officer is adequately paid ? No ; he is very badly paid. 

LIEUT.-COL. LETHBRIDGE, called in and examined. 

1349. By Dr. Huston.-What is your name? Christopher Wallis Lethbridge. 
1350. You have beeJJ connected with the Campbell Town Hospital for many years? Yes, for 14 

years. 
1351. In your opinion, is it necessary that a new hospital should be built.? Yes ; the old one is in a 

very dilapidated condition, and the work should be proceeded with at once. 
1352. Which site do you approve of? That in East-street, looking towards Riccarton. 
1353. Are you on the Board of Management? No. 
1354. Do you know anything of the present system? No; there is a new board, and it has not got 

into working order yeL 
1355. Has the establisliment of the Hospital at Campbell Town been a success? Yes, decidedly. 
1356. Do you think Campbell Town is the most appropriate place for a midland hospital? I do. 

Campbell Town enjoys advantag·es superior to other midland townships, being situated at the confluence of 
many important roads, and being widely known as the possessor of a hospital for more than 30 years. 

1357. As far as you know, has the general management been satisfactory, and have the patients been 
well cared for? Yes. 

1358. By Mr. Lewis.-Have you seen a copy of the old plans which were drawn by Mr. Conway 
and submitted to Government? Yes, they were prepared under my supervision. 

1359. Do you approve of the new plans? No; I consider Mr. Conway's plans better. 'l'hey are 
more economical, and also more complete, in being provided with a surgery and bathrooms. I think £2C:::,J 
too large a sum to expend on a hospital for the midland districrs. Mr. Conway's plan, as estimated by Dr. 
Smart, will accommodate nine patients, at an estimated cost of £1250. . 

1360. By Dr. H1tston.-In yom opinion, will more people take advantage of the new hospital than 
the present institution 1 Decidedly. 

1361. By .1111-. Lewis.-Should not another plan be drawn with a view to subsequent additions? I 
do not think it necessary ; the building should be completed. 

1362. By llfr. Gill.-Do you think the old plans meet the requirements of the district? Yes; five 
would be the maximum number of patients. 

1363. Would not a nominee Board be better than the present elective Board? I think that it would 
be better if all the members of the Board were appointed ·by the Government. 

N.B.-Architect's estimates are unreliable; say Mr. Conway's building costs .£1500, the balance of 
.£500 may well be expeI\ded in furnishing and appliances. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7, 1888. 
LAUNCESTON BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

EDWARD LEWIS DITCH AM, called and exaniined. 
1364. By the Chai?-man.-What position do you occupy in connection with the Launceston Benevolent 

Society? I am Chairman, which position I have held for over 15 years. I have been a member of the 
Committee continuously for upwards of 30 years. 

1365. What subsidy do yon receive from the Government? £250 unconditionally, and £250 
additional conditionally on our collecting a like sum. 

1366. Is that carried out every year? Yes; the conditions are fulfilled and we get the full amount. 
1367. Have you power to nominate from the Benevolent Society to the Invalid Depot? Not directly. 

If I make out an order for admission of an invalid to the Depot it is submitted to the Police Ma(J'istrate 
and forwarded by him. I have complained of that. " 



53 

1368. What do you complain of? I think my order ought to be sufficient. It is sufficient for admission 
to the Hospital, and should be so for the Depot. 

1369. What is the effect of your order being submitted to the Police Magistrate? It causes delay. 
Many of those invalids come in from the country, and the Society has to support them until they are 
admitted to the Depot. . . · . 

1370. What is the extent of the longest delay so caused? I cannot tell, but I find it entails a con
siderable expense to the Society. I recently asked Mr. O'Boyle to give me permission to telegraph to 
the. various police offices in the country to inquire into the circumstances of persons coming from the 
country and applying for relief. This has been granted, and I hope it will obviate a great difficulty, and 
when the accommodation now being provided in the Depot is completed we will be all right. 

1371. Has the Police Magistrate ever refused to recognise your ·order fo.r assistance from the Society? 
We do not send any cases to_ him ; he sends them to us. 

1372. Has there ever been friction between the Police Magistrate and the Benevolent Society? We 
have very little to do with him; we treat with Mr. O'Boyle. . 

1373. Have the authorities ever refused cases recommended by the Society? I cannot say that they: 
have ever refused, but there certainly has been friction. I am now working directly with Mr. O'Boyle, 
and am quite satisfied. I have been so insulted by the Police Magistrate that I have been compelled to. 
have nothing to do with him. 

1374. If you desire to send. an invalid to the Depot, what procedure do you adopt? I make out an 
order and the authorities can do what they like with it, but I communicate direct with Mr. O'Boyle. I do 
all the business of the Society through Mr. O'Boyle. Our Secretary has written instructions that all 
cases, before relief is granted, must be· represented to me, and then I go into the matter with him. 
Previously I had to submit the cases to the Police Magistrate, but J now have permission to submit them 
to Mr. O'Boyle. 

1375. If you want to get anyone into the Depot have you to communicote with Mr. O'Boyle? I 
make out an order, and I believe it has to go through the Police Magistrate. When I complained to Mr. 
O'Boyle that my order should be sufficient he told me it was done for the purpose of obtaining a 
record which might be kept at the Police Office. · 

1376. You do not send cases into the Depot to relieve the Society unless it is in the case of old 
persons? No. If it is the case of an old person who has friends, and who does not wish to go into the 
Dep'H, we do not force them. We think it better, if a man or woman can eam enough to pay their rent, to
give them a ration, which costs about 2s. 6d. per week. If they went into the Depot it cost_s about 8s. We 
keep them out of the Depot if we can, to save the Government, but if they are confirmed drunkards and 
a nuisance we ~end them to the Depot; but we never attempt to separate man and wife. 

1377. Do you recommend the granting of outdoor relief? Yes. 
1378. -How is that done? Cases are generally sent to us by the police. Say a woman's husband has 

left her and she is ill; she applies to the Police Magistrate, and he sends her to the Benevolent Society. 
We get her an order to the Hospital, and then the children are dealt with by boarding them out, but we 
have no means to pay for farming out children. We have not the distribution of any charitable grants .. 
The Police Magistrate sends us cases that the police should deal with in such cases. . 

1379. Has the Benevolent Society power through themselves to give to any poor people. outdoor· 
relief? No; we can recommend. I recommend to Mr. O'Boyle, who deals with the case on my 
application . 

. 1380. Have you power to issue an order for monetary relief? No ; we can only recommend. 
1381. Is there any provision for boarding out· children? Formerly we had no power to farm out 

children. If we did so, possibly we would ha.ve to pay for their keep, but that has been altered uow. I 
am allowed now to deal with these cases, and the Government pay the costs. Mr. O'Boyle and I work 
very well together. 

1382. By D1·. Huston.-What is the cost of the management of your Society? We now 
pay the Secretary £104 per annum; previous to last month it was only £75. Now we have his entire 
services. 

1383. What relief do you give to persons before tliey are admitted to the Depot? We give no money 
We arrange with a lodging-house keeper, who keeps them for 6cl. a night, and we give them three or four 
days' rations. 

1384. Have you any permanent paupers to whom you give either money or rations? Yes ; we n:eep 
cases on our books permanently. We have now some outdoor cases that we have had on our books con
tinuously for 20 years. vVe supply firewood,"blankets, &c., besides-rations, but no money._ 

1385. By .i.v.lr. Dobbie.-What staff of officers have you? Only the Secretary. 
1386. Is he paid out of.the Society's funds? Yes. 
1387. How do your subscriptions keep up? We have always exceeded the required £250. ·we pay 

a collector commission for collecting our subscriptions. Taking the last 10 years the subscriptions keep 
about the same. 

]388. By J.Wr. Lemis.-Is your Secretary the Enquiring Officer? He makes all necessary enquiries 
into the Society's cases. Every three months he produces a list of all recipients of·the .Society, ivith full 
particulars, and he is supposed to pe.rsonally visit every case during the three months. 

· 1389. (?an he obtain information as readily as the police? ,I think so; but we get information also 
from the police. . , . · · · 

1390. Does Mr. O'Boyle ever consult with you as to the recipients of charity? Yes. 
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1391. Would it be possible for any person to receive aid both from the Benevolent Society and Mr. 
O'Boy le? They do. I am furnished with the list of all recipients of the charitable grants in Launceston_ 
!!,nd when Mr. O'Boyle wants information ofa special nature he writes to me. 

1392. Is there any abnse under the dual system ?-is it possible for recipients to obtain more relief 
than they shon Id? We are liable to be imposed upon, but we soon find it out. It cannot exist very long. 

1393. Ho,v do recipients of the Society obtain their rations? ·we have eleven members on the 
Executive Committee, all of whom iss11e tickets. We meet every Wednesday, and each member has so 
many cases on his list, and he supplies those on his list with the tickets they are entitled to. We contract 
with grocers, butcher, and baker, and they receive the tickets from the recipients. 

1394. Do you think it necessary to have a lying-in hospital in Launceston? ~t would save the 
Society a great deal of trouble. 

1395. How many cases have you yearly? Last year there were about six. 
1396. Are there sufficient cases in Launceston to warrant the expense of an institution of that kind?. 

No, I do not think there would be. '\Ve have dealt with them for many years, and I think we can continue 
to deal with them. 

1397. By .llfr. Dobbie.-Is the Hobart system of dispensing charitable aid a good one?-or do you 
approve of the Benevolent Society being quite apart from the charitable grant whic-h is distributed through 
the Administrator? It would put a great deal of work on the Society to make us carry out thr. distribution 
of compassionate allowance and the management of boarding out children. 

1398. Which system do you prefer, the dual or separate? There must be a jealousy under the 
Hobart system, as there was here when we worked with the police. 

1399. Ifa lump sum were handed over to your Society every year, the whole of the matter then being 
left to the Society, would it be preferable to the present system? It would answer well, but would involve 
a great deal of work on the Chairman of the Society. , I do not think a chairman would undertake it. 
. 1400. He would necessarily be a paid officer? I do not think the system now carried out in Laun-

ceston could be much improved. Now that I deal direct with Mr. O'Boyle things work satisfactorily. 
1401. If the lump sum for compassionate aid were handed over to your Society, would it affect the 

benevolent public who now contribute to the Society? I do not think it would have a good effect; people 
would probably think that we got sufficient funds from the Government, and that we had no claim on their 
benevolence. We are now working pretty well. 

1402. By .1lfr. Gill.-Do you think it desirable in any case for the Government to distribute money 
instead of rations? So far as the Government is concerned it is necessary. For instance, there may be a 
widow with a large family of small children ; her rent must be paid. In some cases it is certainly necessary 
to give money. 

1403. By Dr. Huston.-In that case recipients would get relief from both the Government and the 
Society? Yes ; but we give rations only. 

1404. What is the largest amount given? The .Government give 2s. 6d. for each child between the 
ages of two and twelve years. The amount depends a good deal on circumstances. 

1405. By .1"Jlfr. Gill.-Do you approve of the boarding-out system? Yes, when proper care is taken 
in the sel~ciion of foster-parents and in looking after the children; but it requires great care. 

MR. HUGH FRASER called in and examined. 

1406. By the Chqirman.-What position do you occupy? Secretary of the Launceston Benevolent 
Society. 

1407. How long have you occupied that position? Fo1· two years. 
1408. What are your duties? To visit all the cases on the Society's books, to keep the books, 

report all cases to the Chairman, and seek advice on cases which I lay before the weekly meetings. 
1409. When you meet a case of destitute children, what do you do? It is my duty to enquire into the 

case, and communicate with Mr. Kirkland, enquiring officer on behalf of the Government. 
1410. In cases where you find that outdoor relief dirept from the Government is necessary, what steps 

do you take? I communicate with the police clerk, who communicates with the police magistrate, and he 
sends the facts of the case to Hobart. · 

Yes. 
1411. From your experience do you approve of the boarding-out system being generally carried out? 

1412. Are there many cases within your knowledge in which such system is necessary? We have 
now five or six cases on our books. There are ten children here boarded out by the Government. 

1412A. When you report a case to the Government is the result satisfactory? There is a great deal 
of delay. 

1413. Could you board out more children at 6s. per week? I do not think we could. The remuner
ation is not sufficient. 

1414. Are there sufficient cases in Launceston to wal'l'ant the establishment of a lying-in hospital? No. 
1415. By llfr. Dobbie.-How do you discriminate between the cases you help and those you tum 

over to the Government ?-what principle do you act upon? If a child is destitute we turn it over to the 
Government. 



.,55 

1416. Are children alone turned over to. Government? ·A case comes before us to supply persons with 
food ; if they have not sufficient means to pay rent we recommend that they receive compassionate 
allowance ; whenever a case requires monetary assistance, we recommend it to the Government. The 
Society never gives money. 

1417. Are those the only cases in which persons receive aid from both the Govemment and the 
Society ? Y.es. 

1418. Is there any possibility of persons receiving aid without your knowledge? I think not. The 
police make out a list monthly of all those who receive aid from Government, and I get the list. 

1419. What is the largest amount paid to an individual in Launceston by the Go,;.ernmeut? 10s. per 
week. ' · 

1420. Do you assist also in that particular case? Yes; it is a woman with a large family. 
1421. Do you think the dual system of aid_ is abused in any way? I think it requires the very 

closest watching. I have known cases where the dual system has been abused. As soon as I £nd it out I 
report the case, and it is stopped. 

1422. In Hobart the Societj, distributes the whole of the Government aid: do you think that a good 
system? It seems to be very complicated. I would not approve of it for Launceston. I do not think it 
would work well here. 
. 1423. How would it affect the private subscriptions? I think it would have a very bad effect indeed. 
The Society would be treated as a Government institution, and I am sure our subscriptions would fall off 
almost, if not quite entirely. 

MR. ROBERT MARSHALL called in and examined. 

1424. By the Chairman.-What position do you occupy? Town Missionary in Launceston. 
1425. Are yori brought into contact with those requiring· ch:::rity? Yes, a very great deal. 
1426. Do you £nd many cases in which necessary charity cannot be obtained either from the Benevo

lent Society or the Govemment? No; there·are not many cases that do not receive help from one of them. 
I have never known a deserving case in Launceston that did not £nd ready help. 

1427. Would you recommend the boarding-out system for·children? I would, ifvery great care were 
taken in asc~rtaining that the foster mothers were proper persons; but when girls come to an age when they 
can be admitted·to the Industrial School, they should be sent there. They there receive au education to £t 
them for their after life. At present they sometimes get into hands that they would be better away from. 

1428. How are children admitted to the Industrial School ? They get an order from the Police 
Magistrate. 

1429. From your experience can you suggest any improvement in the present mode of distributin~ 
the Benevolent Society and Government Grants? I do not think I can; I think ·they are conducted very 
well, and I cannot see where much improvement could be made. 

1430. Do you think there are sufficient cases in Launceston to warrant the establishment of a lying-in 
hospital? I should not-recommend it. I do not think there are sufficient cases to warrant it, and they can 
be very well treated under the present system. The Benevolent Society allow 5s. per week for someone 
to board them and act as midwife. 

1431. Are your recommendations for assistance always attenci.ed to? Yes, always. 
1432. By Dr. Huston.-Do you know of ai:y case wherefamilies are receiving relief from the Govern

ment and Benevolent Society also? . Yes. In e,ery case where there is a widow with children they receive 
help from both. The Govemment only give relief to those who are receiving rations from the Society. 

1433. In the case of a large family what ration do they i·eceive? I think a double ration is the largest. 
1434. What is the largest sum received by such from Government? I think it is 2s. 6d. per week 

for all children unable to work. I think tlrn ), eneral allowance is enough to pay the rent. I clo not know 
of allowance being made for more than three children. 

1435. By Mr. Lervis.'-ls it possible to g-et milk, arrowroot, &c. for children from the Benevolent 
Society ? No ; only °:eat, tea, bread, and sugar. In some ca~es they get oatmeal, and if anyone gives 
other things to the Society they are served out as far as they will go. 

1436. Do you think the contract system a good one? I do not know if it could be improved, 
1437. By Dr. Huston.-What is the quality of the rations issued·? They are good, as a rule. 
1438. Do you ever £nd cases in which imposture is practised? Yes ; but it is soon detected and 

remedied. Some recipients from both the Government and Society are found to be unworthy, and help is 
at once discontinued. 

MR. ALEXANDER KIRKLAND called in and examined. 

1339. By the Ohairman.~ What position do yoU: occupy? Enquiring Officer in connection with the 
Charitable Grant at Launceston. 

1440. Do you get many cases from the Benevolent Society? No. 'l'he custom of the Benevolent 
Society has been to report case.s to the Police Magistrate, who then instructs me to make enquiries. 

1441. To whom are you responsible? To the Police Magistrate as. an Officer of the Government. 
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1442. Do yo11 enquire into tlios~ cases personally ? Yes. 
1443. Can you give the Commission any idea of the number of cases you have? I have 53 adults 

and 19 children on my books at present. 
1444. Is much money given? The expenditure for adults per week is £11 5s. 6d., and for children 

£5 lls. 
1445. Are many of them old cases? Yes. A number of them are very old people (man and wife), 

who get about 5s. per week for the two. The whole of this amount is givea in cash. The Benevolent 
Society give rations. 

1446. Do you find any difficulty in connection with the Benevolent Society? None at all. I always 
find that they give me all possible information, and I do the same with them. 

14-47. Is there any chance of recipients imposing on you and the Benevolent Society? It is part of 
my duties to make enquiries, and I work with the Society. 

1448. Do you report to the Police Magistrate? Yes, and he forwards the report to Mr. O'Boyle. I 
personally investigate every case, enquiring into the condition and habits of each case. If I find that the 
relatives are able to support them I report accordingly, and the relatives are bound to support their poor 
relations. 

1449. By Dr. Huston.-How many cases have you receiving dual aid from the Government and 
the Society? Forty-nine. All the adults on my books are receiving aid from the Benevolent Society. 
·we give about sufficient to pay the rent, and perhaps fuel; the Society gives rations. · 

1450. By J.117-. Lemis.-Do you pay the landlord the rent? No. We pay the money to the people 
themselves, hut I think it would be much better for us to pay the rent and take the houses. You would 
then know that proper accommodation was provided. 

1451. Have you had any cases of abuse of your charity by the money given being spent in drink? 
Yes, two cases. I reported them to Mr. O'Boyle, and they were strnck off. 

1452. Is there.any visiting committee for the boarded-out children? Only myself. I visit them, and 
see that they attend school. 

1453. How often do you visit them? Perhaps once a week. I am also employed as bailiff, and my 
avocation takes me all round the town1 consequently I drop in to see the children at all times. 

1454. Do you find that the children are well taken care of? Generally. 
1455. Is the money for their keep paid through you? ·No, through the Police Magistrate. 
1456. Are the children compelled to attend school a certain number of days per week befo

0

re the foster
parents receive the money for their maintenance? We give the children tickets, and they have to be signed 
by the 1choolmaster. 

1457. What course would be taken if those children were not sent to school? I report the cii.se to 
Mr. O'Boyle, and he would probably set it straight in a short time. 

1458. By the C!tair1nan.-Do you recommend through the Police Magistrate for admission of invalids 
to the Depot? No ; I have nothing to do with that. -

MR. ALFRED JONES called in and exarnined. 
- ] 459. By the C!tairman.-What position do you occupy? Superintendent of ihe Invalid Depot, and 

have nominal charge of the Contagious Diseases Hospital. 'l'he Medical Officer has practical charge of the 
latter. 

1460. With regard to the male and female invalids under your charge, are you hampered for room? 
We have no accommodation in Launceston for female invalids other than the gaol ; we have accommodation 
or 144 male invalids. At the gaol and depot we accommodate 144, of whom 27 sleep in the gaol. 

1461. Do you think they are overcrowded in the sleeping apartment? _ I think there is sufficient 
accommodation for those we have; but we require further accommodation for those who are seeking 
admission, and who now have to be sent to Hoba1-t. 

1462. Do you have more applications for admission than you can provide for? Yes. 
1463. Would it be more desirable to keep here those whom now you send to Hobart? I think it much 

more desirable. There are many men who require only temporary relief,-men suffering from temporary 
ailment,-who, after two or three weeks' treatment and rest,!may recover. If I have no accommodation for 
that class they are sent to Hobart at the cost·ofthe country, and, as they are then•so far a,vay from home 
and friends, it is a question whether they will not become permanent inmates and a burden to the country. 
In many instances they would be taken back by their employers if not too far away. 

1464. Is any provision made to pay their fares back to their districts? I think not. The distance 
from Hobart is too long for them to walk back, and I do not think the Government would care to 
convey them back. I have power to give them passes on the Government railways, of which· I avail myself 
freely. 

1465. From whom do the applications come? - Mostly from the Police Magistrate in Launceston. 
Applications are made through the _Administrator of Charitable Grants in all cases. If the Chairman of 
the Benevolent Society made 'application for admission of an invalid I could admit him, but the order 
would be sent to the Administrator afterwards. He always has to endorse it. 

· 1466. Can you tell us the relative cost of maintaining invalids at Hobart and Launceston? I think 
the average cost for the last 17 years has been in favour of Launceston, although we had to pay higher rates 
for some things, such as water. 
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]467. Do you pay for water? Yes, to the Municipal Council, who charge us by meter. At Hobart 
they also had the residue of the Port Arthur stores. There is very little difference between the cost of the 
two establishments, but what little eJ1:ists is in favour of Launceston. Both are less than the cost of the 
Melbourne invalids. 

1468. Are your provisio~1s supplied by contract? Yes, all. 
1469. Do you find them satisfactory? Yes. This summer I have had to report the quality. of the 

milk ; but the drought has caused the supply to private persons to be also unsatisfactory. 
1470. Have you sufficient accommodation for the sick? At times we have not. They have to sleep 

in the dormitories with the other men, causing them annoyanc~. 
1471. Have you any means of classifying the sick? No .. 
1472. Are all the sick placed in one room? Yes; but a room is now being built which will accom

modate about 35, and I will use it for classifying the sick. 
1473. Do you recommend that the depot should be removed from its pres~nt site and placed out of 

town where more room could be obtained? I think it would be a waste of money to build at present, 
considering the present class of inmates. A very large precentage of them are Imperial prisoners, w_ho 
will not be replaced. 

1474. Have you any means of classification? I do so as far as practicable. 
14i5. Do you think it right that women invalids should be put in gaol? I do not think it is the 

proper place, but the objection is ~erely a matter of sentiment. Of course they are not prisoners, and I 
have available labour among the pr·isoners for attending on them, supervised by a free person. T fa hospital 
we1·e used apart from the gaol it would require a considerable amount of attendance, which would increase 
the cost. 

1476. Is it not necessary to have properly ti·ained nurses? Not at all. I have difficulty sometimes 
in getting wardsmen, but on the whole it works satisfactorily. 

1477. Do you pay the wardsmen? Yes, nominal sums. · I am allowed a wardsman at h. per day. 
I employ thirteen at 4d. a day. Of course they are inmates, and are satisfied with the pay. 

1478. Is the bathing accommodation and ventilation satisfactory? I have only one bath for the 
whole of the institution, and our hot water supply is deficient. Every man on being admitted has to be 
bathed, and if he comes in the evening they have to make a fire specially to heat the water. 

1479. Is it necessary for the purpose of cleanliness to have better bathing accommodation? Yes, it 
is absolutely necessary that we should have better means of bathing. The kitchen also is deficient. At 
present we can only boil food. I have requisitioned for a stove, and hope to get one this year. It is an 
absolute necessity. 

1480. Have you any difficulty in providing nursing for the sick? The medical officer's instructions 
are always carried out by me. . A lar~e ite?1 in the n:iedi?al comforts i~ r_um. The medical officer believes 
it does them more good than milk. Certamly they hke it better, and it is cheaper. 

1481. So far as the depot is concerned, can you suggest anything needing improvement? I do not 
know of anything at present. I will require extra assistance when the hospital is built The men seem 
satisfied with th~ food and attendance they get. The clerk's salary is only £30 per year, and I have great 
difficulty in getting a sober man to ca1Ty out the duties. · 

1482. Would it not be better to have all the men sleeping in the depot? I would like to see them 
removed from the gaol to the depot, and provision made for young girls who are sent to gaol. We have no 
place for such girls, an~ the .magistrates ,<lo not know what to do_,with_ them. We l~ave no means of 
classifying them. The girls might be ~ept m the quarters where the mvahds now sleep, rnstead of going to 
gaol with older and more confirmed prisoners. 

1482A. Will you have the requisite accommodation when the improvements are carried out? No. 
1483. Do you consider it necessary that the 27 invalid men now sleeping in the gaol should be kept 

in the depot-? Yes, certainly; it now affords them opportunity of smuggling drink into the dep"it. 
1484. In regard to the women in the Contagious Diseases Hospital, have you any means of exercising 

control over them? None whatever. I have no means of punishing for insubordination, and have 
experienced considerable difficulty thereby at times. Some of them _have been very noisy, and I could not 
punish them for so being. 

1485. Has the institution worked well? Yes; we have a very good officer in charge of them, but her 
position is a hard one. She can never leave the institution without employing a substitute, and her salary 
is only £30 per annum. 

1486. Are the inmates allowed to be visited? Only in very rare cases? An attempt was made to 
allow ministers to visit .them, but I _objected to it. 

1487. Do the women regard their position as a punishment? In many cases they have surrendered 
themselves, and have expressed their thanks that their positions were not made public. We have had some 
very bad cases there. Since October, 1886, we have had 50 cases, and some of them have been detained for 
170 davs. The average period of detention is 46 days, and the total number present was four and a half on 
an ave;age. The report for 188? showed that 3 .remained in the I1;-stitu!ion on January 1st, and 36 were 
admitted during the year, of wlnch· 30 were admitted for the first time, u for the second, and one for the 
third. Of the total 39 there were 35 natives. The average age was 22½ years; 20 being between the 
ages of 15 and 20, 11 between 20 and 25, 7 between 25 and 30, and one above the latter age. On 
December 31, only one case remained. The cost per head per annum was £33 14s. 4½d. , 

1488. Do people from other colonies become inmates of your i:::istitution shortly after their arrival? 
Not many. Some time ago·such cases were more prevalent, but not during the last 4 or 5 years. 
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1489. Is the Act to prevent the influx of criminals and Chinamen carried out? I think the officers 
of the vessels and authorities are fully alive to that fact. 

1490. Do you ever have cases of mothers and children being admitted to the depot? Only in two 
cases, which were emergency. I have taken in children temporarily whose parents were absent or in gaol, to 
prevent their being cast into the streets. 

1491. Would children interfere with the working of the institution? Of course they would interfere 
with the management of the institution ; they break the rest of the prisoners at night. Magistrates send 
children to gaol with their parents, although they have no power to <lo so, and if the children are not too 
old, I take them. We want a place very badly in which to keep children whose parents are in gaol. 

1492. If the gaol were removed, would not further accommodation be required for the women 
paupers? Yes; we lose by the present arrangement. Suppose we admit a woman whose friends would 
be liable for her maintenance if in the depot, we cannot compel them to pay if she is in gaol, for it is not 
legally a charitable institution, although it is so practically. I refer to the invalid wards. 

1493. Do you grow enough vegetables for the institution? Not nearly. The gardens have been so 
much curtaileq, and the men are now physically incapable of d()ing work. The invalids cannot do the 
garden work now, and I have to utilise the prison·ers. _ 

1494. By .111.r. Dobbie.-Do you ever get in gaol young girls, say from 14 to 16 years? Yes, some
times. 

1495. Are not they sent to the training school? No. 
1496. Do you know why? No. The sancti_on of the Governors has to be obtained for their 

admission into the industrial schools. 
1497. Do you think there should be an establishment in Launceston for the reception of such young 

girls? Undoubtedly. Many girls are now not sentenced because the magistrates will not send them to 
gaol. Such an establishment is required, more especially for girls whose parents are criminal. 

1498. By .ilfr. Lemis.-How often does the medical officer visit the institutions at Launceston? Three 
times a week, and more if necessary. If not required he does not come. 

1499. Does a week ever elapse without a medical visit? No. Since the Contagious Diseases Act 
·came into force he always visits the institutions tlu·ee times a week when there are cases under treatment. 

1500. If you had an acute or malignant case, would you send to the Hobart Dep''>t? I have sent 
a few cases, but generally they are treated here. 

1501. If there were proper hospital accommodation in the Hobart institution to send there all such 
cases as cancer? Yes, decidedly. It would be quite sufficient to have one proper hospital in Hobart for 
such cases. 

1502. Are the number of applications for admission to the Depot increasing? Yes, much to my sur
prise. They are generally men who have worked for many years on farms and cannot work longer, but in 
many cases after a rest they return to their labour. 

1503. Would it be po~sible to have official vi•sitors who would make periodical visits to the gaol and 
depot? My impression is that there should be one Government Inspector for the whole of the Govern
ment institutions. 

1504. Would not honorary official visitors prove of service to you, and would · they not prevent ~ny 
abuses in Government institutions? Abuses could not exist in centres of population. We had such a 
Board here years ago, but they never had anything to do. It was abolished by the Government. 

1505. You have said that the matron of the Contagious Diseases Hospital has to be in constant 
attendance_:._how would you remedy that? If the whole of that building were made, as it should be, into 
a reception house for young girls (I refer to the quarters now occupied by the male paupers and the old 
lodge and offices), I could then get an assistant who would relieve the matron. The matron is now 
practically locked in. 

1506. B;lj D1·. Huston.-What is the cost per head of your invalids ? vV e bring in the gross 
expenditure for 1887 at £13 15s. O¾cl. per head, the net cost being £13 7s. 2cl. 

1507. Have you any difficulty in collecting the supplementary assistance on their maintenance? No. 
We have a collector now, but it is not so well done as when done by the police. 

1508. Does he collect on percentage ? · Yes ; ten per cent. 
1509. Have you many old men in the depot? Yes, a great number. 
1510. Are they principally men who have been prisoners? Yes, most of them. On March 6 there 

were 148 males, of whom 117 are free by servitude, 16 came free to the colony, and 15 are natives. Of 
the 22 females 15 are free by servitude, 3 came free to the colony, 4 are natives, anrl 1 is a child,-total 171; 
132 free by servitude, 19 came free to the colony, and 20 are natives. 

1511. Are they classified? No ; we have no means for classification, it is not possible. I think it 
necessary. 

1512. By .1.1fr. B1·01vn.-Do yon keep pigs? No. 
1513. Why? It is contrary to the Health Act. 
1514. What do you do with the refuse or offal? We bury it. We used to g·ive it away, but peoplt 

did not think it worth coming for. 
1515. Do you think your numbers will be kept up by men from the tin mines? No. 
1516. What salary is paid to the assistant at the depot? £90 per annum. 
1517. Is house accommodation provided for him ? Yes, provided by the Government. 
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1518. Is his house fit for habitation? Certainly not. It would, I think, have been improved long 
ago, but it was expected that the depot would be removed. I will recommend its improvement in the next 
estimates. His children suffer continuously from ill health, caused by damp rooms. His salary is small 
because he cannot do the clerical work, but he is a good officer. £30 pe1· annum is now allowed for clerical 
assistance. 

1519. By Mr. Gill.-Have you a dispenser? No; the medicine is dispensed from the hospital. 
1520. Have you a storekeeper? I am storekeeper; all the stores are under my charge. The breacl. 

and meat are received from the contractor by the overseer. 
1521. Could not the invalids be farmed out? I believe many of them could. Those that could do 

a little work, and a few shillings per week would induce settlers to take them. 
1522. Would it not be better to send the girl prisoners to the institution at Hobart? Yes, but I know 

nothing of it. At present we have two girls in gaol, anrl it would be a great advantage to send them to a 
reformatory. I would suggest that additional property be secured at Glen Dim. We have 10 acres there, 
and 15 adjoining acres are now for sale, and eould be bought satisfactorily. 'rhen the whole of the 
necessary buildi11gs could be erected there, and the site of the present gaol solcl. I believe the amount 
receivecl from the sale would pay for the whole cost at Glen Dim. 

MRS. CELIA ELIZABETH PAUL called in and examined. 
1523. By the Cltairinan.-What position do you occupy? Matron of the Launceston Gaol, and have 

charge of the female invalids. 
1524. Do you think there is any difficulty caused by having the women in the gaol, which interferes 

with the discipline of.the gaol? There is nothing objectionable. 
1525. Do the women complain of being in the gaol? No, never. 
1526. Do yon tell off prisoners to attend t,J them? Yes, a nurse· over each ward. It is considered an 

indulgence by the prisoners to get the position. 
1527. Does it work well? Yes, better than any other way. · The whole of the nursing is done by the 

women prisoners. There is a paid nurse under me ; there are no other paid nurses. 
1528. Have you sufficient bath accommodation? No, we are deficient in that way. We require a 

bath upstairs. Sometimes the invalids are physically incapable to walk up or down stairs. 
15:29. Can you suggest any other necessary improvement? I do not think anything could wol'k better 

than now, except that we want a bath, and that we have to refuse many applications for want of accommoda
tion. They remain on the Benevolent Society's books until they are sent to Hobart. 

1530. Would it be better to keep them in Launceston rather than send them to Hobart, away from their 
friends? Yes, if it could be arranged. 

1531. By Dr. Huston.-Have you any girls in the Institution? No; except deaf and dumb girls. 
1532. Have you any girls in gaol? Two are under 18 years, and one under 20. They have all been 

there before. They were too old to be sent to Hobart. 
1533. Do you ever get any girls under sentence whom it would be possible to send to Hobart? Yes, 

we get them for a few days for disorderly conduct. We keep them separate, and try to get them situations. 
1534. Do you succeed in getting them employment? Yes, in some cases. 
1535. By 11fr. Lemis.-Do you know anything of the Hobart School? Yes, I know the Matron well, 

and have been through it. I think it has been open nearly nine years. 
1536. Are girls sent there from Launceston or from country diRtricts? Yes, two girls were sent recently 

from Launceston, but they went straight from the police office, without coming to gaol. 
1537. By Dr. Huston.-Can you suggest anything for the better accommodation of your invalid 

women? Not without making different quarters and alterations. 

ROBERT VENUS called in and examined. 
1538. By the C!tairman.-What position cio you occupy? Resident Overseer at the Invalid Depot. 
1539. How long have you occupied that poaition? Nine years and three months. 
1540. Do you think you have enough assistance? The place is kept perfectly clean by myself with 

the assistance of the invalids. 
1541. How many paid assistants have you? Only myself really ; but fifteen invalids are paid trifles 

to assist. 
1542. Do you find the system work satisfactorily? Yes, very well indeed. 
1543. Do you think the invalids get sufficient attendance? Yes, I think they coulcl not get better 

attendance. 
1544. Do you think it necessary to have paid nurses? The habits of men are so dirty _that no woman 

would remain there a week. They are very filthy sometimes in their actions. 
1545. Would it be· better to have all the men sleep in the depot? I think it would be much better to 

have them all together. 
1546. Are they crowcled? They are a little crowded in the gaol, but they prefer that to going to the 

Hobart Depot. 
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1547. ·why? Most of them have never been there, and those who have do not like the · Hobart 

depot. 

1548. If the accommodation were greater would you have more men? Yes, in winter. 
1549. Have you sufficient baths? We have plenty of baths, but we want a hot water supply. 
1550. Do you have much trouble with the men? Only when they go out on passes and get drunk. 
1551. Do the Government provirle you with quarters? Yes. · 

1552. Are your quarters satisfactory? Not at all. They are not healthy; the rooms are damp. 
1553. Is there anything you can suggest "in connection with the Depot? I would like to get the-

range fixed which is in store. 
1554. Do you issue rations to the women ? Yes. 

1555. Have your duties increased since taking yom; present position? Yes, very considerably. 
1556. -Has your salary been increased? No. 

· 1557. By Dr. E:uston.-If you got a new kitchen range would you obtain a hot water supply? Yes. 
We have difficulty in getting hot water; sometimes we have to light a fire specially to heat the water for 
bathing. 

1558. What accommodation will the buildings now being constr_ucted give? They are 60 x 32 feet, and 
will provide accommodation for about 40 men. Part of that will be a convalescent ward. We will then 
have accommodation for abm1t. 200. 

' 1559. By.·Jlb·. (!-ill.-Are the rations satisfac~ory? Generally tl!ey ar~, but we have had to c>omplain 
of the bread, and durrng the present summ·er the milk has not been quite satisfactory. Generally the food 
is good. 

1560. By tlte Gltafrman.-Do you utilise the men's labour? Yes. , 

1561. If you had more ground could you- more largely utilise the labour? I think not; they are very 
old and feeble. · 

THURSDAY) MARCH 8. 

LA VINGTON GREY THOMPSON called in and examined. 

- 1562. By tlte Gltairman.-Wbat position do you occupy? Surgeon-Superintendent to the Launces-
ton General Hospital, and Visiting Medical Officer to the Invalid Depot and Contagious Diseases Hospital.. 

1563. How long have you been,. at the Hospital ? Six years. 
1564. Have you regulations to go by? Yes. 
1565. Has your i·eport for 1887 been published? It was forwarded on February 15, but has not yet 

been issued. 
1566. Are your regulations comprehensive? They are not complete. The rules of the New Norfolk 

Asylum are the best in the Colony. It would be well for us to have ours amended on that basis. 
- 1567. Would you recommend that? Yes ; I would recommend that our regulations be extended and 

revised very extensively . 
. -1568. Are copies of the regulations showing the various duties hung throughout your hospital? No, 

nc,ne ; the duties are not properly defined. 
1569. Are you allowed to treat patients? I have my own patients in my wards, and Dr. Pardey has his. 

We treat them separately, but when necessary we co-operate . 
. 1570. You have, then, separate interest in the patients?· Yes. I have my interest and my !"esponsibility 

for my patients, and Dr. Pardey has the same for his; although in reality I am responsible for the working 
of the entire Hospital. · 

1571. With regard to tlie hc,norary medical officers, are there any strained relations between you? 
None whatever; everything works smoothly. 

1572. Is there anything you could suggest in this matter? I have studied the systems adopted in the 
different hospitals, and think a system might be adopted somewhat between the modes of the Hobart and 
Launceston Hospitals. In the Brisbane Hospital, the Surgeon-Superintendent, Dr. John Thomson, was. 
about to give up his position because he was not allowed to treat patients. He was then made an honorary 
officer also, and allowed to have the same number of bed,; as the other honorary officers. 

. 1573. Do you think tl1at syst~m a good one? I am sure of it. For instance, I do not think you 
will get any man with good qualifications to_ remain at the Hobart Hospital unless he is allowed to treat 
patients. 

1574. How do you get on with the Hospital Board? We do not get on well with the committee 
work. We have two committees, but they do not meet regularly. l have recommended that they. should 
have an actino- board· of management instead of a visiting committee. Often:· the visiting committee have 
not a: quorum: and they frequently deal with business in town witho·ut visiting the Hospital or having a 
meeting. The Secretary simply ·writes ont a report for them. _ 

· 1575. What is· the average cost of your patients? We are guided by the average daily number of 
patients. Dividing the number of patients into the gross cost of the Institution gives for 1886 an average 
cost of £69 ; for lt:!87 it will be about £71. 
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1576. With regard to the maintenance of the Hospital, how do you make up your estimates? ·We 

take the average of the two preceding years for the following year's cost. We have no fixed charge for 
patients. If it costs £1 per day to treat a case properly we charge it, but the average cost is about 
3s. 9d. to 4s. per day. There is a maximum charge fixed by the Board; .but we are never guided by that. 
It is ultra vires. 

1577. Are the charges as high as they should be? Yes ; we charge 3s. 9d. per day, but if patients 
have extras we charge for them. We are guided by the spirit of the Public Charities Act. 

1578. Do you ever have Chinese patients? Yes, constantly. 
1579. Do they pay? No. They come in and run up a score, and then clear. I have called attention 

to the fact, and Tom Sing, one of their leading men, said he would make a collection for the Hospital to 
pay off their debt. Two years afterwards, at a meeting of the Board, Mr. Weedon said a donation of £40 
had been made by Tom Sing, which was to go to the Board's private funds. Of course it was irregular; 
it should have gone to the funds of the Hospital, being really payment for treating Chinamen. 

1580. What has become of that money? It is now lying in the bank to the credit of Mr. Weedon, 
who is a member of the finance committee. 

1581.: Is that proper? No ; of course the Audit Office would not allow it. Previously 
donations have been made, and we have generally obtained the money. If people are treated as paupers, 
and then give money to the Institution, it should be regarded as payment for their keep and go to the fo.nds 
of the hospital. It should not be regarded as donations, for it is really part of the earnings of the Hospital. 

1582. What about the interest? The Board make use of it, but it does not go towards our account. 
1583. What becomes of the interest on the Chinamen's £40? It is used by the Board for additional 

items, &c. 
1584. Do you receive prisoners? We treat prisoners, but the institution is not credited with them. 

We get fever patients and others from the gaol, but are not credited with treating them. 
1585. Do you find your nursing staff and attendance satisfactory? Yes. 
1586. Have you sufficient attendance? I think so. 
1587. Are you satisfied with your bath arrangements, kitchen, &c.? Yes; we get nearly everything. 

we require. 
1588. How often do you make requisition for stores? Half-yearly. 
1589. Do you think that a satisfactory arrangement? No, eminently unsatisfactory. 
1590. What alteration would you recommend? I would recommend the abolition of the storerooms 

altogether, and the purchase of all stores regularly, as required. This would apply to drugs, blankets, &c. 
1591. Have you a dairy? No ; the milk is kept in wards contiguous to those used for patients. We 

should have a dairy. 
1592. Have you any difficulty in repairing injuries caused by accident, such as breaking windows? 

We have no power or authority to do anything necessitating the slightest cost, consequently great loss 
results : for instance, up to 20th May, 1884, a water-pipe leaked at the rate of 112½ pints per 
hour, 84,000 gallons being lost before it was repaired. On January 14, 1885, water began to flow through 
a ceiling, and nothing "'7as done to repair it till January 22, although reported at the time. The ceiling 
fell from this cause.on July 7th of same year. I have constantly suggested that the storerooms be abolished, 
and stores purchased locally, as required. In regard to the donation from the Chinese, it was pointed out to Tom 
Sing that Chinamen were being treated at the hospital without their paying, and on January 14th, 1885, 
he promieed to collect for the hospital, but on July 19th, 1887, Mr. Weedon stated at a meeting of the 
Finance Committee that a donation of £40 from the Chinamen was to go to the Board funds; of course it 
really belonged to the hospital, being a contribution for the maintenance of Chinamen. The want of 
supervision of the building has a very bad effect on its condition. On July 25th, 1885, a large circular 
pane fell out of the northern end of the building, and was at once reported, but nothing was done. On 
July 13th, 1886, it was again requisitioned for and repaired subsequently. It is extraordinary that so 
little attention should be paid by the department to the building; in fact we cannot get even the most 
necessary work done. 

1593. Would it be beneficial if an amount were handed to you on your assurance that it would be 
expended only on urgent cases? I think so.· In cases of emergency we should be allowed to get the 
necessary work done and report it to the Committee immediately, and they would at once report to the 
Government. 1t is imperative that some works should be done at once. 

1594. Are there any honorary medical officers attached to the hospital? They are not regular 
attenders ; . we call on them when required. 

1595. Would it be advantageous to have regular honorary medjcal officers? I think so. There was 
a diff,iculty between them before I took charge, and the system was abandoned, but I think it would be 
very desirable to have honorary medical officers. 

· 1596. Can you suggest in any way how expenses can be cut down? I think not. , We are very well 
equipped in every direction, and our expenses will diminish. 

1597. Is the food supply satisfactory? On the whole very satisfactory. The bread sometimes is bad, 
but the public find the same cause of complaint. 

1598. Do you sell the refuse? Yes; An account is made out monthly, and the receipts are credited 
to the institution. 

1599. Is there anything you think the attention of the Commission should be drawn to? Yes, the 
extraordinary want of supervision of the buildings by the Public 1Works Department. It is impossible to 
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get the work done, however necessary, in anything like reasonable time. I called attention in 1883 to 
-fissures which appeared in the building, but I could not get it repaired. Our hot-water supply shonld be , 
good, but we lose a lot of heat owing to the pipes not being insulated. The piston ofthe hydraulic cylinder 
was five-eighths inch out of plumb, and owing to its not being set upright when reported, the barrel 
became so chafed that the cylinder had to be taken out and redrilled. 

1600. Had there been proper supervision would this have been avoided? Ye_s ;. the:e is no supervis~on 
1i.t all. I have been told by the men, that every man who has come to attend to dramage, mstead of followmg· 
the old channel, has made a new channel, and that the foundations are riddled like a rabbit warren. The 
foundations now require immediate survey .. 

1601. Would it be advisable to have a lying-in hospital in Launceston ? I think it would be very 
unwise. It would be, the means of drawing that class of people into Launceston. 

1602. By J.1fr. Dobbie.-Are the whole of the patients treated by you and Dr. Pardey? Yes. 
1603. Have the consulting medical officers anything to do with the patients? Nothing whatever. 
1604. Are you acquainted with the Hobart system? Yes. 
1605. Would you approve of that system here? Yes, to a considerable extent, but I am incline~ to 

favour a mixed system between the systems adopted at Hobart and at Launceston. I think a good man bemg 
appointed to the Hobart Hospital should have beds of his own. It gives him an interest in the institufi?n 
and places him on the same footing as the other honorary officers; but he should be responsible for the entire 
management of the institution. 

1606. If stores were supplied locally would their cost be less or greater than those now supplied? 
The cost of the local supply would be greater in the first instance, but on the whole a saving on the yearly 
cost would be effected, because we would then only get what we required. There would be no waste, and 
there would be less clerical work. The present store-rooms could then be utilised for hospital purposes. 

1607. Would you recommend an alteration to that effect? I think so. The system of supplying 
stores from the Colonial Storekeepe_r is very unsatisfactory. 

1608. Do you not obtain anything for the hospital from other sources than the Colonial Storekeeper? 
. Yes, we buy about £150 worth of_ drugs annually in the local market, and such things as leeches, which 
cannot be stored. The wines come from Hobart. 

1609. Have you any funds to purchase·those things? We have a contract with druggists and grocers 
for such goods. 

1610. Are the wines satisfactory? The wine is very good now ; the brandy is rather rough, but of 
satisfactory quality. The tea and sugar are not satisfactory. We get a very fair colonial wine now in 
bottles, but I think the whole supply should be obtained locally, as needed. 

16ll. Do you think it would be better to have a small sum at your disposal for repairs, or to get the 
necessary work done and then report it? The Government would never consent to give a sum of money 
for such purposes. I think we should be.empowered to get necessary work done immediately through the 
Public Works Department, but when it has to filter through the Board's Secretary, and then through the 
Public Works Department, it takes a long time. It would be much better for the department to do the 
work immediately on our report. _ 

1612. By Mr. Lewis.-Have you seen the rules of the Hobart Hospital? Yes ; they are nearly the 
same as ours, but fuller. • 

1613. Do not they contain the detailed duties? Yes, but something further is required. I took a 
deal of pains in drawing up proper regulations, after studying the rules of various colonial institutions, ~nd 
two years ago I forwarded a copy to the Board, who promised to consider them, but they never went -mto 
the matter. 

1614. How do you define your medical duties? Dr. Pardey has one side of the hospital and I have 
the other, but if a patient comes into my side whom he has previously treated, he takes the case again, and 
I act likewise. 

1615. How many members are there on your Board? Thirteen. 
1616. How many Committees have they? Two ; the Visiting and Finance Committees. There have 

been special Committees since I took charge, but they never meet. 
1617. Does the Visiting Committee visit the Hospital? They visit the Hospital, but sometimes do 

the business in town without visiting our premises. 
1618. Should not they visit the Hospital weekly ? Yes, they sliould 
1619. How many medical men are there on the Board? There are· three honorary consulting· 

surgeons, and there is another honorary consulting surgeon who is not a member of the Board. 
1620. Can you _ tell us approximately how often they are called in ? Perhaps 12 times during the. 

year; not more. 

1621. Do you find any difficulty in collecting the maintenance fees? We do very well in that respect. 
I know, from local knowledge, nearly every person who comes int~r lie Hospital. We have an Enquiring 
Officer, who does the collecting on commission, J-.e is also House Stew"rd. 

1622. Are there many donations to the Hospital? Not many. .£ll,CO was given by the late Henry 
Reed. 

1623. In your Report for 1882 the Board recommend the appointment of two honorary dentists-was 
that done? l'{o; the Hospital Act would have to be amended to permit of such appointment. 

1624. Do you think such appointment desirable? I think it would be wise to have them. 
1625. Have you many patients from the country? Yes. 
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that we have railways through so many districts we can treat people at Hobart and Launceston from all 
parts of the Colony. It is nearly ·as easy to get to Launceston as to Campbell Town. · 

1627. Can yoµ g~ to a local druggrst for di·ugs on your own order, or have you to do so by; requisi-
tion? I can doit on my own responsibility without requisition. . , 

1628. Is the colour and material of the clothing supplied satisfactory? We specially selected it, the 
brown serge being made purposely for us. 

1629. How are suspected lunatics treated at Launceston ? In various ways; sometimes in the gaol, 
and sometimes in the hospital. We have no provision for them. Many plans have been prepared for a 
special ward for such purpose, but' no requisition has ever been made for building it. 

1630. Is it right to put them in gaol? They are better there than in the hospital, for we have no 
·provision for them. 

1631. What means have you for sending them to New Norfolk? We give notice to the Superin
tendent of Police, who communicates with the Police Magistrate, who in turn hunts up a Justice of the 
Peace to sign the necessary order .. Then the Selby Police find an escort, and it is wonderful what a long 
time is taken to do these things. Meanwhile the man is at the hospital upsetting the arrangements, and 
·seriously interfering with the working of the institution. 

1632. How would you remedy that? By providing a proper reception house at the hospital? If we 
get a man suffering from delirium tremens it is not worth while sending him to New Norfolk, but he 
disturbs the patients of the hospital seriously.· · · · 

1633. Have you no .. cells? We have two just under where the nurses sleep, and they are of such an 
extraordinary character that they are worthless. They have no conveniences. 

1634. When you have the new building completed will this defect be remedied? Yes. 
1635. Will it be attached to the hospital ? I do not know. I drew up a plan for the building, but I 

do not know where it will he built. 
1636. Have you told the Board where it should be? Yes; I have agitated -for it· for six years. I 

had thought it should be in the grounds of the hospital, but it is a question whether it should not be at 
,Glen Dhu. . 

1637. If it were at Glen Dhu would it not entail considerable increase in the annual cost? Yes, it 
certainly would. · 

1638. Are railway passes issued to patients to allow them to return home after. leaving the hospital? 
.They are on the Government lines, but not on the Main Line. The patients have to pay on the Main 
Line. 

1639. Have any complaints been made of that? No. Sometimes it is advantageous to the colony and 
, the town to send a man home. It sometimes keeps them from getting into trouble. 

1640. By Dr. Huston.-How many patients have you in t_he hospital? About 65, We have 92 
beds, but a good many a.re vacant now. 

1641. How many ~ire males ? About two-thirds. 
1642. Have you many typhoid fever cases ? We have 27 cases now ; there have been upwards of 

,.50 ca_ses since 1st Janua:ry. _ 
1643. Have you any funds to distribute to poor patients on their discharge? Yes. 
1644. Row is that eollected? Odd moneys come in sometimes by windfalls. We have not much. 
1645. Do you get many complaints from patients of their treatment? Never. 
1646. Are there any outside complaints from the public? There have been two or three in my time, 

all of which were investigated. 
1647. Are complaints always investigated? Always. 
1648. Are you in favour of honorary surgeons having each a certain number of beds to treat in the 

hospital ? Yes. 
1649. Would not there be friction between them and you? It did occur in former years, but that was 

because the Government servant was not allowed his fair quota of beds. There would be no jealousy if the 
beds were fairly distributed. I think the medical men of the town should be given an interest in the 

'hospital. 
1650. Do you think the honorary medical men of your Board would be agreeable to take beds ? I 

could not say. 
1651. Do you think those medical officers should be elected by the Board, or appointed by the Govern-

ment? Elected by the Board. · 
1652. How many would you recommend to be appointed? About three. 

' 1653. What is the' purport of your Finance Committee? On every case that comes·in I report to the 
Finance Committee, who decide the rate of fees to be paid, and report thereon to the Board, 

1654. Have the Committee pow~r to disburoe funds? They have to pass all accounts, which then go 
to the Chief Secretary, who sends them to the Colonial Storekeeper,and he forwards them to the Audit Office. 
Their princip;i.l, duty is ,that relating. to fees. .All the forms supplied by me are gone through, and the 
Committee decide what foes' are to be paid by. every_individual patient. 

1655. Have you lock wards in your :P,ospital? Yes ; we treat in separate wards all cases that women 
should not deal with. · · · ' · · · · 
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1656. Have you many cases of that kind? We have ten beds, which are generally filled. 
1657. What are your relations with the Board? Always amicable. 
1658. Has there ever been any friction? Never, since I have been there. 
1659. By Mr. Belbin.-How does the·Board system work with your hospital? Very well. 
1660. Do you think the Board should be nominative or elective? I think elective, as at present,

that is, the members electing new members when a vacancy occurs. 
16Gl. Do you approve of that system? No ; but I do not see what franchise you could get to elect 

the Board otherwise. Under the circumstances I think the present system is the best obtainable. 
1662. Have you always found it to work well? Yes, always. 
1663. Is the hot-water supply satisfactory? It is not satisfactory, because the pipes are not insulated, 

and there is a great amount of heat lost by condensation. It would be a great saving in fuel if the pipes 
were felted. 

1664. Is the milk supply good? Yes, first class. . 
1665. Is it supplied by contract? Yes, and we boil all our milk. 
1666. Would. you approve of a lunatic asylum without a resident medical officer? It would he an 

extraordinary arrangement. 
1667. Do you know the Cascades Asylum? Yes. 
1668. Would you approve of that being le°ft without a medical officer? I think it would be a most 

extraordinary arrangement. · 
1669. Do you conduct the correspondence of the hospital? The greater portion of it is conducted by 

myself. 
1670. Have you a clerk of any sort? We have a storekeeper who acts as clerk. The Board have a 

secretary, and I write to the Board, and then the secretary copies it and sends it on. 
1671. By M·r. Lervis.-Do you know the average cost per head of patients in the Hobart 

Hospital? About £90. · 
1672. How do you account for the cost being less at Launceston? Our building is better grouped, 

and can be worked more cheaply. The salaries paid at Hobart are wonderful. The new building t)lere is 
beautiful, but badly arranged, and money is lost every day. I understand the present staff is necessary. 

1673. By the Ohairman.-Have you many patients for delirium t1·emens? Yes. 
1674. Do they interfere with the arrangement and management of the institution? Yes, very much. 

They should be treated in a separate reception house. 
1675. Are you visiting surgeon of the Invalid Dep&t and Contagious Diseases Hospital? Yes. 
1676. Do the patients in the In valid Depot get sufficient nursing? I think so. No woman who 

respected herself would go there to· nurse. 
1677. Is the system of male nurses ~ufficient? I think quite sufficient for that class of persons. 

· 1678. Are the men. too crowded for sanitary purposes? I think the arrangements are very good. 
The establishment is run very cheaply, but the arrangements are very good. 

1679. Do you approve of some of the men sleeping in the gaol? It would be far better to have 
them all together. 

1680. Are they obliged to have many medical comforts? A great many get rum; they prefer rum to 
milk, and it is cheaper. · 

1681. Would it be desirable to have more hospital accommodation to allow you to divide the malignant 
cases? It is very dreadful to have cancer cases amongst others ; but it is a long way to send a man to 
New Town. 

1682. Is the bath accommodation sufficient? I think so. It is very difficult to get the men to bathe, 
I believe there is a difficulty in getting hot water. 

. 1683. Could not better arrangements be made for cooking ? I think there is a range in store which 
was brought out for the Hospital. We do not want it now-it would suit the Depot perfectly, but it has 
been in store for four years. 

1684. So far as the Depot is concerned, can you suggest any improvements? The accommodation is 
very rough, but fairly good, coniidering the class of inmates. 

1685. Do you know the house Mr. Venus occupies? Yes. It is unfit for habitation. His children 
are always ailing because of the damp building. 

1686. Is the Contagious Diseases Act working well? I think so. 
1687. Are there any means of coercing refractory women? No. 
1688. Sho_uld there be ? Certainly there should be. The want of such power has been much felt, for 

one refractory patient makes the others troublesome. 
1689. Rave you had any serious trouble there from such cause.? Yes, two. 
1690. Have they sufficient attendance, and are they well looked after? Yes. 

· 1691. By llfr. Lemis.-Do you think it desirable or necessary that there should be a trained male 
nurse to attend to the invalids? That would be an advantage, 

1692. Is it a necessity? I think not, but it would be a great.advantage. 
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1693. If there were a proper hospital ward at New Town would it be possible to send cancer patients 
and other malignant cases there from Launceston? It would; but it would be a great hardship to send 
them away from where they have been perhaps half a lifetime. It would, however, certainly be advar.tageous, 
.and we would be glad to send them. 
· 1694. Do you visit the depot regularly? I visit there three times a week unless I am not wanted. 

I visit them whenever required, and I give the same attention to the Contagious Diseases Hospital. 
1695. By the Chairman.-Will the new buildings accommodate those invalids who are now sleeping 

in the gaol? I think so. I think that is the ol(iect of the building. · 
1696. Is there proper provision for the women? No. 
1997. Are they comfortable at the gaol? I think so. There are no complaints either physically or 

morally. 
1698. Are there official visitors for the depot? No·. 
1699. Would they be an advantage? I think they had a board at one time, but it was abandoned. 

.I think it would be an advantage to have-a visiting board. 

MR. BENJAMIN ARDLEY TRAGITT called in and examined. 
1700. By the Chairman.-What position do you occupy? House Steward and Storekeeper at the 

Launceston Hospital. 
1701. As house steward do you conduct any correspondence? No. My duties are to keep the 

hospital supplied with all stores, provisions, and medical comforts, and collect the fees. 
1702. In your opinion do you think large supplies should be stored at the hospital for six months, or 

·should they be supplied as required locally? I think it would be better to get them locally, but in some 
instances the large quantities required are against that. 

1703. Are there any complaints about the food? Occasionally there has been, but at present every 
thing is very good. . 

1704. Where do you keep the milk? It is kept in the vacant wards, and issued every morning. 
1705. Have you a dairy ? No. 
1706. Do you.collect the fees from paying patients? Yes, and keep the books. 
1707. Do you keep a book for entering the rations and comforts issued? Yes. Nothing is issued 

·without going through my hands. 
1708. By Dr. Huston.-Do you get a commission on the fees collected? Yes, 5 per cent. 
1709. What amount do you collect yearly? Last year it was .£1043 for paying patients. 
1710. Are the vegetables and bread supplied by contract? The vegetables are not, except potatoes. 
1711. Are the other vegetables delivered daily? No;· two or three times a week. 

MR. GEORGE THOMAS COLLINS called in and examined. 
1712. By the Chairman.-What position do you occupy in connection with the Launceston Hospital? 

,Chairman of the Board of Management. 
' 1713. Do you often visit the hospital? Frequently. 

1714. Do things work smoothly with the Board and honorary Officers? Since the alteration in the 
-management and arrangement of the staff. Since the appointment of the surgeon superintendent and 
consulting surgeons everything has worked with complete satisfaction. 

1715. Are the patients satisfied with the supplies of food, bedding, &c.? Yes. I believe there are 
no serious complaints, and if any difficulty occurs it is remedied on_application. During the last two years 
it has been much better, and the whole system has been much improved whhin the last few years. 

1716. With regard to the requisitions for stores, in your opinion would it be better to get them supplied 
locally as you require them? Yes, except drugs, which are much better supplied by the Government 
direct from the manufacturers. The surgeon-superintendent, however, has that portion more under his 
immediate direction than I have. 

1717. Do you experience any difficulty in getting repairs effected ? A considerable amount of difficulty. 
We have to requisition to get a broken window repaired. The Board have no power to expend any money. 
We have £20 voted annually for ordinary expenses, but that is not to go towards repairs, except-to do any
thing to prevent damage occurring to the building, such as repairing gas or water pipes. It would be a 
very great advantage if the chairman had power and authority to get necessary works done, and report the 
·same to the Public Works Department; but that cannot be done until the management is altered. We are 
simply a Board of Advice, and until our constitution is altered cannot be entrusted with money expenditure. 

1718. Would it be better to give you more power? I have expressed that opinion over and over 
-again. I hope that ultimately the Government will vote a sum of money leaving the Institution to be 
otherwise supported by the public; in fact, have the Hospital as they are elsewhere-not a Government 
institution, but assisted by the Government. 

1719. Would it not be better to have the duties of the servants and attendants defined? Yes, much 
better; and that will be done when the rules are revised. Practically it is so now. 
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1720. Would it not be better to have the rules of your committee amended? We find them to work 

fairly well, but they are to be amended and revised immediately. 
1721. Do the committees conduct business without a quorum? I do not know that they have done 

actual business without a quorum, but I am not present at the visiting committee's meetings except on 
special occasions. 

1722. Can you suggest in any way how the expenditure can be reduced? That would be difficult. I 
do not think it would be practicable to reduce it ; the difficulty will be to keep the expenditure down to the 
present minimum. 

1723. Are the patients well attended to? I believe so, thoroughly. With one exception, the patients 
have been thankful. -

1724. Are there any immediate wants at the Institution? There should be an alteration of the 
nurses' home. A building is required to keep the male servants out of the H.ospital except when on 
actual duty. At present the want of sleeping accommodation compels the men servants to sleep in the 
hospital, and as the nurses have to be on night duty, I think it highly undesirable to have men sleeping 
on the premises. The Government have sanctioned the building of a room in the yard, which will enable 
this reform to be carried out ; and I hope we will then be able to treat a few patients at a higher scale of 
fees in private wards. 

1725. Do delirium tremens patients interfere with the harmonious working of the Hospital? Yes. I 
would regard them as lunatics, and have them treated in a separate building. I do not think they should 
be sent to gaol. They should be treated at the Hospital, where special accommodation should be provided 
for them. 

1726. Have donations been given to the Hospital? Yes. 
1727. What is done with them? The amounts are vested in trustees; and the interest was expended 

at the discretion of the Board until the Chief Secretary prohibited our doing so without the sanction of the 
Auditor. The money is now held by us awaiting legislation on the subject. 

1728. Do you think it should be kept apart from the Government funds? I think so. The Board 
should have full power to expend the money at its own discretion, but the accounts .should be audited by 
the Government. , · 

1729. How would you expend the money? We constantly find it necessary to do things for which 
the Government would not care to pay. For instance, at Christmas we like the patients to see that Christmas 
is not shut out from the Hospital, and we also provide a Christmas tree for the children, or to assist dis
charged patients to get to where they can find work. It is very necessa1·y at times that the nurses should 
have a week's holiday to prevent their breaking down from constant hard work, and here we might well 
assist. The money should all be expended entirely for the benefit of the Hospital. 

1730. What became of the £40 collected from the Chinese? That was a gift given on the special 
stipulation that the Government should not get it, or have any control over it. 

1731. Are Chinese treated without their paying? Yes. Some pay, the majority do not. 
1732. Then, should not that £40 have gone towards their maintenance ? We had no power to do so 

when it was given as a gift with special conditions. 
1733. By M1·. Dobbie.-What was the alteration in the management to which you alluded? The 

appointment of honorary consulting surgeons in the place of honorary medical officers ; also the appoint
ment of an assistant house surgeon to have beds independent of those under the care of the Surgeon
Superintendent, but under his supervision. 

1734. Do you think the present system an improvement on the old one ? Decidedly, so far as Launceston 
is concerned-there is no comparison between the two. The present system works far better than the other. 

1735. Would it be advisable to give the honorary consulting surgeons further power? Undoubtedly 
it would, so far·as Launceston is concerned, and I am borne out in my opinion by many medical men in 
Launceston, that they should have the right to treat their own patients in private wards only. 

1736. Would you approve of the introduction of a modified scheme between the present systems at 
Hobart and Launceston? Only to the extent that private wards might be provided, and patients could then 
be allowed to have their own medical men to attend them. In order to obtain efficiency, l think yon must 
give a doctor the lwdos and responsibility of the beds under his charge. For instance-suppose D1·. 
Thompson had a ease of great interest, and it was taken from him by an honorary medical officer, who_ treats 
it, he may then be called away to the country for a day or a week, and during that time Dr. Thompson 
resumes charge. A cliange may occur; but Dr. Thompson would not like to alter the other doctor's · 
treatment, and when the latter returns it might be too late. lt would mean divided authority and 
responsibility. 

1737. Would you approve of the suggested change? I think the existing system is infinitely better. 
If private wards were established where a person with means could take a w:ird and have his own medical 
attendant by paying for him, there could be no objection. 

1738. Do you think it practicable to have an institution supported partly by the Government and 
partly by the public? I think so. 

1739. What about the building? That would still be vested in the Government, who would vote, say, 
two-thirds of the· amount required for maintenance of the Institution, the public subscribing the other 
third, or the Government subsidy might even be reduced to half. I think such a system would give the 
public an interest in the Hospital, with a very satisfactory result. 

1740. In that case, you would propose that the Board should have the entire management? 
Undoubtedly; but being responsible. to Govemment audit. 

1741. In such event, how would you propose to constitute the management? By a Board. 
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1742. A nominative or elective Board? I do not see how you could alter the existing system ; but 

I would give the public who subscribed power to nominate a certain number of members to the Board in 
proportion to the sum subscribed. 

. 1743. Do you think all our hospitals should be conducted on those lines? Undoubtedly. If posssible, 
one-third at least of the maintenance should be subscribed in the immediate neighboUl'hood to support the 
Hospital; in return, giving the subscribers a voice in its management. 

1744. B_y .Lrlr. Lervis.-What are the duties of the Visiting Committee? They have general 
supervision of the whole of the internal management of the hospital. 

1745. Do they visit the Hospital weekly? A bout once a fortnight as a body, but individually they 
visit it frequently. As a Committee for the purpose of dealing with Hospital matters, they visit once a 
fortnight. 

1746. Have the Board any money under their control besides the private donations? None whatever_ 
1747. Are the salaries of the officials paid directly by the Government? They are paid through me. 

I am the actual head of the department by being Chairman, and have supreme control nominally. 
1748. How a.re the fees collected? They are collected through me as Chairman. The fees are paid 

to the Secretary, through the appointed collector, the House Steward, who pays them in to the banking 
account of the Fee fund. Monthly an account is made out, vouchers checked, and a cheque for the amount 
is forwarded to the Treasurer. · 

1749. By Dr. Huston-Are the donations and subscriptions received applied for the actual main
tenance of the patients ? No, simply for extras. We have £1000 to our credit, which was given us by 
the late Mr. Henry Reed, and other small sums. · 

TUESDAY, MARCH 9, l 888. 

MR. FREDERICK STANFIELD called in and examined. 

1750. B.11 t!te Chairman.-What position do you occupy with regard to the Girls' Industrial School? 
-Secretary, and one of the Governors. 

1751. How are the children admitted? In the :first instance application is made to the Governors hy 
a parent of a child, and _they make enquiries into the case. If they are willing to receive the child they 
give a memorandum to the presiding Magistrates at the Police Office to the effect that they will receive a 
certain child on certain conditions. The conditions generally are that 5s. per week for the child will be 
secured to the Governors during the time the child remains in the Institution. 

1752. By whom is the 5s. paid? That is for the Magistrates to decide. In some cases the parents 
have to pay the full amount, in other the parents pay 2s. 6d. and the Govemment 2s. 6d., and sometimes, 
where they are satisfied that the parent is unable to pay anything, then the Magistrates recommend that 
the Government pay the 5s. 

1753. What is the maximum amount you receive? 5s. 
1754. Are children sent to the School after receiving sentence? In most cases they are destitute or 

neglected children-not criminal; but in some rare cases they are children who have been brought up at 
the Police Court charged with petty offences. Before such cases are dealt with the Governors are com
municated with to ascertain if we will receive them. They are not actually sentenced. 

1755. Is it optional with the Governors to receive them ? Yes, we have the option of refusing them, 
and I think we have not had a single child who has received a sentence. During the eleven years the 
School has been established we have only received five children who had been charged with petty theft, and 
they were not sentenced. All the others are destitute children. 

1756. What effect has your receiving children charged with theft had on the conduct of the Institution'! 
'0m· experience is that children charged with petty theft have not proved injurious to the morals of the 
children generally. They are not necessarily criminal. We have much more fear of taking in children 
who have been immoral in their practices. 

1757. Is due care taken to prevent children of immoral practices being admitted? The greatest care 
is practised in that respect. Sometimes, in our desire to save a girl from wrong courses, we admit one who 
has not actually fallen into immoral practices, although subject to very immornl and objectionable 
influences. 

1758. If you had more accommodation conld you increase the usefulness of your Institution?- Yes; 
there are now, I suppose, fully half-a-dozen cases under my notice, most of them urgent, which we have 
been obliged to refuse admission for want of accommodation. 

1759. Do you consider the School now overcrowded? I do not think the children suffer in the least 
de&ree from want of room, although the number of beds is large in the large dormitory, but the ventilation 
is ttrst class. · 

1760. Have you a ladies' committee? Yes ; they exercise general supervision over the Institution. 
1761. By Dr. Hitston.-Have you any children who have been ordered by the Magistrates to be 

detained 'for a specific period ? In almost every instance they are ordered to be kept for a specific period. 
That is our authority for keeping them, and we exercise that authority if a girl should absent herself or run 
;away from school. 
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1762. For what period or to what age are they detained? Up to the age of 16 years. We generally 

give the Magistrates to understand that we wish to detain the girls, if necessary, till they are 15. ff we find 
them fit to go out at an earlier age we act accordingly, but it gives us a much better chance to deal with 
them successfully if power is given to us to exercise our authority till they are 16, especially where the 
girls are apprenticed. Under tlie Act we have power to apprentice them for three or four years after they 
leave the School. 

· 1763. Do you exercise your authority during their apprenticeship? Yes; they are under our charge 
until they reach the age of 18 years, and we have the same authority over them. 

1764. Are not 19 beds too many for a room like your dormitory? It is a very large room, and special 
provision for ventilation is made by means of an air shaft ; there are also two fii·eplaces, and if necessary 
the windows are kept open; the air circulates very freely. 

1765. By Mr. Lemis.-What is done with children who are charged at the Police Court with. crime, 
and actually sentenced? I do not know. 

1766. Have you refused to receive such cases? Such cases are very rare. We have been anxious to 
save girls from imprisonment. There may have been a few isolated cases of girls being sentenced. 

1767. What would become of them then? They would be sent to gaol. 
1768. Were they· not sent to the training school for girls at Hobart? I am not in a position to say. 
1769. Would it be advisable to have a training school in Launceston for girls who were sentenced? 

I think it would be a very great advantage. The number of cases would be limited, but we have found 
cases that require positive restraint of law, and which should not be admitted to our school on account of 
the immoral surroundings of the girls sentenced. In some cases the Magistrates decline to sentence young 
girls to gaol. 

1770. What is done with them ? They are let go. 
1771. Practically they are turned out to continue their pra~tices '! I think so. 
1772. What amount of subsidy do you receive . from the Government? In 1886 we received 

£265 7s. 6d. · 
1773. On what terms do you receive that amount? It- is made up entirely from the sums authorised 

by the magistrates for the maintenance of the children. We receive no subsidy. 
· 1774. By llfr; Dobbie.-Hnw many cases would there be in a year of girls who would be sent to a 

training school if you had one in Launceston? I do not think the number of girls would be large. 
1775. Would there be a sufficient number to warrant the establishment of such a school'! I really do 

not think so. 
1776. Should not young girls who nre now either sent to gaol or let go, when'known to be guilty, be 

sent to the school already provided for such girls at Hobart? I most certainly can see no reason why tliey 
should not be sent to Hobart. It would be a most desirable thing, and they should certainly he sent to 
Hobart. 

1777. Would you make any distinction between Protestant and Roman Catl1olic children being 
admitted to such a school? None whatever, provided that ministers of all religions should have access to 
the school for religious instruction. 

1778. By Dr. Huston.-Have you Roman Catholic children at your school? No; oms is a private 
institution similar to the Girls' Industrial and St. Luke's Schools at Hobart. 

1779. By the Oliafrman.-In your opinion· is the management ,mtisfu.ctory? I am thoroughly 
familiar with the working of the school, and am there sometimes two or three times a week. I am a sort 
of executive officer for the Governors, and know everything that transpires in the place. In my opinion 
the officers we now have are eminently fitted for their work, and are conducting the institution to the 
utmost satisfaction. 

1780. If you had a direct subsidy in addition to the maintenance fees now received, are you of opinion 
from personal knowledge that the usefulness of the institution would be extended? I feel persuaded that 
it would result in very great advantage to the town and the colony. We.now have a debt of £1450 on the 
premises, having expended about £3000, the Government giving £500 towards the building fund.· We 
have urged the Government to vote .£1000 towards clearing away the debt, conditionally on our raising 
the balance, £500, by private subscription. Then, again, the question of increased accommodation crops. 
up. We feel that the work is really a national work, although under the management of private individuals. 
We act on the principle that prevention is better than cure, and that it is infinitely better and cheaper for 
the Government to assist us in saving destitute girls rather than see them drift into our gaols and to ruin. 
We are very cal'eful in the way of expenses, but unless we receive a subsidy from the Government I do not 
see how we can keep clear of debt. Our receipts from private subscriptions are no largl:lr now that we 
have 33 children than when we had but half that number. · 

1781. What would you recommend? I would recommend that the foes be raised from 5s. to 6s. per 
week, making it the same as paid for boarded-out children. That would make a sensible difference to our 
receipts. 

1782. By M1·. Lewi~.-Is the education of your school up to the standard of the State schools? Not 
nearly so high. I think it would be a very great advantage if we could send the younger children to the 
State school. They are thoroughly under control, and no difficulty would be experienced with them. If 
they were sent only half the day it would relieve the matron of a great tax on her time, and be better for 
the children. · 

1783. Is your actual revenue now equal to the expenditure? No, we are going back year after year 
in consequence of our numbers increasing, with a necessarily additional cost without a corresponding increase 
in our subscriptions. ' 
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1784. By Dr._ Huston.-Is there anything to prevent the young children being sent to the State 

school? I am not aware that we have power to send them, or if the master would take them. 
1785. Have you made application to the Board of Ad vice for permission to do so ? No. 
1786. Have you any difficulty in collecting fees chargeable to parents for maintenance of their 

children? Yes, very great difficulty, and we lose considerably thereby. 
1787. Have you not power to recover them? I am not aware if there is provision in existing Acts 

'to enable us to recover fees which are ordered by the Magistrate to be paid. At any rate we have no one 
to collect them or undertake the matter. 

1788. Could the usefulness of the institution be increased if you had more accommodation ? Yes, 
considerably. 

]789. Arising out of this want of increased accommodation, are there any cases you have had to 
refuse? Yes, five or six pressing cases during the past few weeks. We also need extra sleeping apart
ments to enable the matron to carry out a more effective discipline, as at present we cannot isolate girls if 
found to be necessary. 

MISS BAIRD- called in and examined. 
1790. By the Ohairman.-What position do you occupy? Matron of the Launceston Girls' Industrial 

School. 
1791. Would it relieve you if the younger children were sent to the State school? Yes, very much 

indeed. 
1792. Would it be beneficial for the children? Yes, up to the age ofl2 years, or, in some cases, to 14. 
1793. Have you found that the girls who were charged at the Police Court with petty theft and then 

sent to your school had an injurious effect on the institution? Yes, in one or two cases. 
1794. How many such cases had you ? Five or six. 
1795. Have you any means of classification? No. We have now only one, and she is of such tender 

age that she could not possibly rontaminate the others. 
1796. As a rule, would it be· better for the school if such cases were not admitted? I would not 

say, Shut out the little ones ; it seems a shame to send them to a reformatory with bad girls of 16 or 17 
years of age, but the school would be better without some of the elder ones. One of them was so trouble
some that I had to appeal to the Governors to remove her. 

1797. By Mr. Gill.-How many children are there in the school? We now have 33. 
1798. How many of them have been sent by the Police Magistrate? Two. 
1799. Are any of them fit for hiring out? One went out yesterday, and one will go out next month. 
1800. Have you sufficient accommodation? There is enough room downstairs, but we have not 

sufficient sleeping accommodation. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 23, 1 888. 

GENERAL HOSPITAL, HOBART. 

DR. E. L. CROWTHER, called in and examined. 

1801. By the Ohairman.-What position do you occupy in regard to the Hobart Hospital? I have 
nothing to do with it now, but I was an honorar;-r medical officer for about ten years. 

1802. In your opinion is the Hospital conducted properly? I think that recent actions and occurrences 
show the necessity for some change in the arrangement and management. 

· 1803. Will you instance any such action or occurrence? The dismissal .of Mrs. Wilson, ex lady super
intendent, on trial at which evidence was not taken on oath, and which witnesses refused to sign; Par
liament subsequently having to instruct the Chief Secretary to furnish Mrs. Wilson with the certificate 
which was refused her by the Board: the action of Parliament being taken to enable her to earn a living, 
of which the action of the Board had deprived her. · 

1804. Will you mention in detail any existing arrangement that in your opinion requires alteration? 
I think that those who pay for the maintenance of the hospital-the public-should have a voice in the 
management of the institution and constitution of the Board. I mean that a portion of the Board shoul_d 
be elected by the ratepayers. By so doing the Buard would be amenable to public opinion, of which it is now 
entirely independent. I would divide the colo_ny into hospital districts-south,-north, and midland, &c.-and 
thus form constituencies for the !)lection of certain portions of the Board of Management for the hospitals in 
those districts. 

1805. Do you think that the present Board of the Hobart Hospital have carried out their duties 
properly? I think the case of Mrs. Wilson prov-es that they have not. · · 

1806. Is there any room for complaint in regard to the medical treatment of patients ? I think since 
the present House-Surgeon has been in charge some very serious cases. hav:e occur!"ed which require 
investigation. I allude to M'Donald, who was left with a catheter in his bladder, he having to remove 
it himself, and having to go to a private medical man to have his water drawn off; to Chester, who was 
declared to be not a lunatic, and yet was soon afterwards sent to the Lunatic Asylum, to Mrs. ~vans, arid 
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, the treatment of her child; to Free's case, an instr,ument being broken in h~s bladder and left there ; to 
Callan, who was allowed to jump out of the window, and di~d shortly afterwards; to Lloyd, w)lo 
was permitted to run out of the Hospital whilst delirious .from typhoid fever; to Moody, who had 
to sleep on the floor for weeks, thus causing severe rheumatism; to Lonsdale, ,vho was for a day and a half 
in the cells without-having her wounds dressed; and others. 

1807. Have these cases occurred whilst Dr. Parkinson was in charge of the Hospital? I believe so. 
1808. Have you visited the Hospital lately? I have not visited_the Hospital professionally lately. 
1809. Have you visited the Hospital professionally since the appointment of the present Lady Superin-

tendent ? No. 
1810. What is your opinion of the general arrangements and management of the Hospital, of the 

quality of food, &c. supplied? There is no dpubt some improvement is required in regard to the food and 
its cooking. 

1811. Are the kitchen arrangements sufficient? They were not sufficient when I was an honorary 
medical officer, and I do not think they have been altered since. 

1812. Do you approve of medical men having separate wards? There are no private wards, and the 
absence thereof takes away a large amount of public interest. · A patient who has been attended by a 
medical man outside should be allowed to be attended by the same medical man when sent into the Hospital. 

1813. Do you think the House Surgeon should be ailowed to have private beds of his own? Most 
·certainly not. One of the weak spots in the Hospital management, in my time, was that the beds of 
some of the medical officers were left too much to the House-Surgeon. 

1814. Whilst you were one of the honorary medical staff, were there . a_ny strained relations between 
the staff? No, we worked most amicably together for ten years. We never had an angry word until 
Mrs. Wilson's case cropped up. 

· 1815. Do you think the rules and regulations for the management of the Hospital require revision? 
Most decidedly. The rules and regulations both require immediate and careful revision. One blot in 
the management of the Hm,pital is that the public have no power or control over the Institution for the 
maintenance of which they pay. And there is no way of a medical man getting . a private ward for a 
private patient ; he has no power to attend patients in the Hospital whom . he has been treating outside. 
Medical men should have the privilege of sending bad cases into the ,Hospital where they could atten_d 
them in private wards. 

1816. Do you think the nursing staff sufficient? The nursing staff was fairly good in my time, an9-
mostly sufficient, except in re~ard to the night arrangements. There should be a man who could be called 
immediately at any hour of the night if occasion required. 

1817. Do you think the patients have sufficient medical attendance during the night? They have 
quite sufficient attendance when the medical men are summoned. I am quite sure the doctors attend when 
called, but trouble may occur before the doctors get to the patients. 

1818. In your time did the honorary medical staff attend regularly? Most regularly, with the 
exception of Dr. Smart, whose wards were left too much to the House Surgeon. The House Surgeon 
always attended patients when called on, and I am sure the staff worked well. 

1819. Do you think the present number of members of the Hospital Board too large 1 Yes, I 
certainly do .. 

1820. What number and constitution would you recommend? I think three members elected by the 
hospital dist.rict and four appointed by the Govemment would be quite sufficient. 

1821. Would you approve of the system of the public .subscribing a certain amount to the Hospital, 
and the subscribers electing a portion of the Board? It would be an excell~nt arrangement, but I do not 
think the election should be confined to direct subscribers, for the ratepayers, as a whole, have to pay 
towards the maintenance of the Hospital. The public should elect three members and the Government 
appoint four, including_ a chairman. A Board so constituted would command the confidence of the 
public, and still allow the Government to retain the balance of power in the management. 

1822. So far as you know, do the Hospital arrangements run smoothly? Yes ; but the honorary 
medical staff is weak at present, but is being filled up again to its proper strength. · 

1223. By M1·. Dobbie.-In regard to the constitution of the B~ard recommended by you, would you 
prefer election by the ratepayers or by subscribers to the Hospital only? I would· prefer it being in the 
hands of the ratepayers generally, for thereby you would create a more general interest in the Hospital, 
which is undoubtedly a public institution. The poorer people in the country districts use the Hospital 
largely; they are directly interested in its management, and .whilst unable to subscribe directly to its funds, 
should have a voice in the election of a portion of the Board. Certainly subscribers should have the 
privilege of voting, and, I think, a combination of the two would be quite possible. Give those who pay 
an extra vote. 

1824. Do you think the power exercised by the present Board would be sufficient for a Board consti
tuted as you-recommend? The pi'esent Board can really do anything, but their actions are subject to the 
sanction of the Chief Secretary. If the Board were partially elected by the ratepayers and subscribers, of 
course they would requi1:e different power. . 

_ 18~. _If the Board were constituted as you suggest, would it be better to give them absolute control.of 
the mstitut10n? l\fost decidedly it would. If the public had a voice in the election of the Board they 
should have s~~reme control, always pl'oviued that one-third of the members retire each two or three yea_rs 
and are not eligible for re:election for five years. 

1826. How long h!ls the present House, Surgeon -been in charge of the hospital·? About two ,and 
, -~-half years, I thi:µk. 
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- 1827. You instanced a number ·of cases which indicated a want of management 'in connection with the 
hospital-to whom do you attribute the blame ettachable, in your opinion, of those cases-? I· would not attempt 
to say who was to blame in regard to those cases. If you take on oath the evidence of witnesses, and 
indemnify- them for the result of information given, you will soon find out. 

1828. Have all, or·any of these cases occurred within your own knowledge? M'Donald woke me up 
at night to draw off his water after leaving the hospital, after taking himself an instrument out of his 
urethra. Chester's is a public question, he having. been declared perfectly sane at the hospital, and then 
almost immediately sent to the Lunatic Asylum. Mrs. Evans' case is the well known "dirty linen case." 
Callan, whilst suffering from typhoid fever, as proved at the inquest, walked out of the window of his ward, 
which ,was over 20 feet from the ground, and died shortly afterwards. Lloyd, in a similar condition, was 
captured in the streets by the police. Lonsdale can be called as a witness to state her own experience. 
· 1829. In your opinion these cases should not ha,e been permitted to occur in a hospital? Certainly the 
majority of them should not have been permitted. 
_ 1830. Could all those cases have been prevented? In my opm10n the majority of cases instanced 
must have been the result of muddle. There may have been extenuating circumstances in the cases of 
Evans and Lonsdale, as the resources of the Hospital and staff were just then very heavily strained owing 
to the typhoid fever epidemic; but if you take evidence on oath you can easily prove it. · 
. _ 1831. Are the patients -in the Hobart Hospital under the charge of the honorary medical officers? 

Yes, entirely; 
1832. What are the functions of the House Surgeon? To act in the absence of the honorary medical 

officers for them, and to carry out the general management of the institution; 
1833. Does he treat the patients? He has no right to treat them except in cases of emergency. 
1834. By D·r. Huston.-Did you know of any strained relations in connection. with the management 

of the Institution during your ten years' experience, except that in regard to Mrs. Wilson? No, with 
that single exception everything worked most harmoniously. The first trouble was over the suspension of 
Sister Turnbull. That was after I had been on the staff for seven and a half years, and during which time 
·no difficulty had occurred. With an administrative servant like Dr. Holden-than whom a better never 
_had charge of a hospit~l-the trouble could not have occurred. 

1835. Do you attribute the commencement of strained relations between the Board to the action taken 
in regard to Mrs. Wilson? There is no doubt of it. The first trouble was owing to Dr. Smart's brother 
having sent out the Scotch sisters, and, whether right or wrong, Dr. Smart thought it his bounden duty to 
support those sisters; and to the general carelessness and want of regularity of Dr. Parkinson, and the 
partial manner in which he acted in the matter in question. · 

1836. Do you give the management credit for acting conscientiously in Mrs. Wilson's case ? After 
the Government and Parliament having to take action in the matter; and to do an act of justice which the 
Board refused to do, I do not see how they can be credited with having acted conscientiously or honestly. 
M:rs. Wilson I knew very little of, but I could not stand by and see her as a woman injured unjustly. 

1837. Can you give in detail the objections to the food supplied in the Hospital, and its cooking? There. 
is plenty of good food, but the system of cooking requires to be more assimilated to the cooking in a private 
house. For instance, if the chops are not stewed in fat they are cooked brown. There should be more 
detailed supervision and less wholesale cooking. A chop tastefully cooked will often tempt a patient's 
appetite, when one of a number cooked for a_ crowd only produces loathing. 

1838. Whose duty is it to see to that? I think tl1e kitchen arrangements are principally to blame,-in 
fact very much so. 

1839. Who orders the food? The House Surgeon, as a rule, but the honorary officer, when he thinks 
it necessary, changes the diet. 

1840. How are the extras obtained? 'Whenever an honorary officer thinks an extra is required he 
orders it, and it is immediately procured. During my experience I rarely had to speak twice to get any 
.food I ordered. The diet had improved very much latterly, but there was still room for improvement. 

1841. Had you ever any difficulty in obtaining stimulants? Not the slightest ; everything necessary 
was obtained, even champagne, without trouble or difficulty. 

1842. Do you think stimulants were used lavishly? I think the only weak point about that is want 
of supervision. I think the consumption of stimulants and extras generally would be very much decreased 
if there were more detailed daily supervision of the diet and extras. 

_ 1843; In regard to the cases in the Hospital instanced by you in regard to the management, did they 
all come under your notice ? I only stated cases that came under my per8onal notice, and most of w horn 
were my own patients. I did not seek cases. 

1844: Do you know of any other cases? I could get you others if I looked for them, but I did not 
seek out cases. 

1845. By Mr. Bromn.-How long is it since you took an active part in the affairs of the institution? 
I- have not taken an· active part in it since I left the Board, early in 1887. 

1846. Has it come to your knowledge since you left the Board that the grievances complained of still 
exist? Yes; and in answer I may say that an inquest was held at the H uon last Wednesday on the body ofa 
Mrs. Schnell, who had died after leaving the Hospital. Previous to her death she told her husband° that 
she left the institution and walked home because she could only get fish diet, and-that she could not eat. 

1847. Can you instance any other case? I can say generally that the public'.are dissatisfied with the 
general management. _, · ' 
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1848. Why are they dissatisfied? Because they have no voice in the management or control ; this 

amongst other reasons. 
1849. Is it only because they have no voice in the management that these complaints are made by the 

public? That is partly the reason, and also the absolute certainty that no redress will be granted if a case 
is brought forward. The public have no confidence in bringing forward a case that it will be tried fairly 
and impartially. 

1850. By JVfr. Lervis.-Do you approve of the present system obtaining in the Hobart Hospital, of the 
House Surgeon not being allowed to treat patients? and do you think that the continuance of such system 
will militate against a good man remaining in charge of the institution? The House Surgeon having or 
not having patients to treat separately will not make the slightest difference with regard to the hospital 
arrangements. You only pay a salary for which you can obtain the services of a young man, and unless 
you increase it to £1000 you will not get a first-class man to remain ; but if you give your House 
Surgeon beds you will very seriously take away the interest now exhibited by your honorary staff, and it 
will be the same as at Launceston. At the Launceston Hospital Dr. Thompson "runs the show;" at 
Hobart the honorary medical men do the work, assisted by the House Surgeon; and ours is the system used 

.nearly all over the world. In Dr. Thompson the Launceston Hospital has a first-class man-one in a 
thousand-who takes a pleasure and interest in his hospital, and under him I believe the system there 
adopted works well, but I am convinced it will fail under 19 men out of 20 you get. If Dr. Thompson left 
to-morrow you would find that his successor would not succeed under their system. It is a great advantage 
to have your House Surgeon changing. I certainly would not keep him longer than four years, 
however good he might be. The profession is only in its infancy, and the march of science and knowledge 
is going on every day. Young men fresh from the London and other large hospitals bring with them new 
ideas that were not thought of in former years by the profession, and new and improved instruments are 
being introduced every day, which in the ordinary course of events our medical men would not see for years. 
Young doctors see· all such instruments, and learn their value and use, and such an institution as the Hobart 
Hospital could and should acquire them, or at least those most useful and necessary. 

1851. Would you elect the honorary medical men? The public certainly should elect some of them, 
and increase number to six; but this they really would do when the Board is elected ~y ratepayers.-See 1825. 

1852. Would they be included among the seven whom you think should constitute the Board? I 
would not have any medical men on the Board at all. In England-and I think we cannot have a better 
guide-the medical men are not on the Board of Management. I believe the Hospital would be far better 
worked if the honorary medical officers had a right to attend meetings of the Board and express their 
opinions on various subjects, but they should not have a vote. 

1853. Has the institution any funds for sending poor patients from the country home after leaving the 
Hospital? I started a Samaritan Fund,-which, if properly administered, will enable poor patients to receive 
some assistance after being discharged. 

1854. vVho administers the fund? I think it is left to the Finance Committee and House Surgeon. 
1855. Has the Board power to order the removal of the old and disused buildings and rubbish now in 

the back yard? Any reasonable request m\lde by the Board is always attended to. There might be a little 
delay sometimes, but they always get done what they require if they persist. They could get the rubbish 
removed if they desired it. · 

1856 .. If the Chief Secretary refused, could the Board get it done? Certainly not. The Board do 
everything, subject to the Chief Secretary's approval; but during my ten years' experience I never knew 
any reasonable request to be refused. 

1857. What would be the cost of electing a portion of the Board, as recommended by you, by hospital 
districts? There would be five hospital districts, and I think .£100 would more than cover the cost. 

1858. Do you think the ratepayers should elect the honorary medical officers? Yes ; but the subscribers 
tO the Institution should have a greater voice than the general public. 

1859. Are you still of opinion that Callan's case was such a serious reflection on the management as 
to amount to murder? You can call it manslaughter, if you prefer that term ; but I think a man in his 
condition should not be left without someone to control his actions. He had no right to be in an upstairs 
ward ac all, and ought to have been properly controlled. The Hospital authorities are responsible for his 
death. 

1860. Can you suggest any way by which the expenses of the Hospital can be reduced? I think a 
censiderable saving could be effected if the diet were regulated more closely, that is, by cutting off the 
extras immediately they cease to be required, and if public interest were more largely obtained, the cost 
would be considerably reduced. You want accommodation for the better class of patients, and who 
are quite willing to pay extra fees. Outside medical men should be able to send their patients, if necessary, 
into the Hospital and attend them. These patients would willingly pay the extra cost for nursing and 
attention, and especially for the use of the Institution instruments. 

1861. Is there not now accommodation for such cases? Very little, if any ; and I think the typhoid 
epidemic has demanded the greater part of the available accommodation that could be used for such 
purposes 

1862. Do you mean that every medical man in Southern Tasmania should have the right to send his 
patients into the hospital and attend them in there? Yes, undoubtedly; but only a few would avail them
selves of the privilege. 

1863. What would be the duties of the honorary medical officers in regard to such cases? They 
would have nothing to do with any but their own cases. You would be merely dealing with the Robar 
patients; therefore the number wo_uld be_strictly limited, for only a few doctors would send their patients 
into the hospital. 
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1864. Would it not be availed of generally? No ; but it would give the public the right to have their 

own medical man attending them, with the advantage of consultation of the staff in any surgical or critical 
case requiring it. · 

1865 Would increased accommodation be required? The present arrangements for such patients are a 
disgrace to an institution like ours. There is at present a patient in a public ward, although paying largely, 
and who is quite willing to pay any reasonable expense for a private ward. There should be proper accom
modation for such cases, and the receipts from such patients would not only pay for the additional cost, but 
assist largely in reducing the cost of the hospital. I have a rich patient, who will go into the hospital to
morrow if I am allowed to attend on him, at this very time. 

1866. By 1lfr. Gill.-Do you know of any late case that would reflect on the present managemeni 7 
I have lately refused to listen to any cases of complaint. I have had enough of it. Let some one else have 
a turn. 

1867. Do you know of Kinchelsa's case? I heard something about it, but had not time to go into it. 
I know it was a cruel one. 

1868. Do you think a homeopathic ward should be established in connection with the hospital? I 
certainly think that there should be a homeopathic ward, because a portion ·of those who pay to maintain 
the hospital demand it, and I think they have a right to be considered the same as others, but I can 
appreciate the difficulty that will arise in dispensing medicines, there being only one homeopathic dispensary 
in Hobart. 

1869. Do you think there should be a ward for magnetic treatment? I think, wherever practicable, 
provision should be made for carrying out every modern idea of treatment. 

1870. Do you think that if you have a case outside, and the patient is sent into the Hospital, that you 
should have entire charge of that patient's treatment? Yes. 1 have now to give up every one of my 
patients as soon as they come into the Hospital, whether it be a case of surgical treatment or otherwise. 

1871. Is it usual for older nurses to teach the younger? One of the stated reasons for Mrs. Wilson's 
dismissal from the position of Lady Superintendent was that she did not teach her nursing staff; but at this 
moment there is no better system of teaching than then. Another given reason was that the food supplied 
by her to the Nurses' Home was not what it should be; but, as a matter of fact, the nurses do not now 
receive as great a variety of provisions, although .the cost to them is greater. 

1872. Do you think if a change were made in the Board's constitution as recommended by you, that 
the public would have more confidence and more favour in the Institution? I believe if the public had a 
voice in the election of the Board, and could go into the Hospital to be treated by their own medical men, 
that the Institution would gain very much in popularity, and the receipts would largely increase. 

1873. A.re you in a position· to know that the Hospital is '.not popular? For some time it has been 
anything but popular. 

1874. By Mr. Dobbie.-Do you think it a good plan to keep the drugs in store as at present? It 
would very much increase the expenses if you procured them locally. I do not think yon can have a better 
plan than to buy the bulk of the drugs required direct from London, and store them on your premises. 

1875. In purchasing the drugs in London do you obtain a better quality of goods? Most decidedly 
you do, by dealing with a first-class house; but I think the requisition should be quarterly, and limited to 
non-destructible drugs. 

1876. By Dr. Huston.-Is there a medical school at the Hospital? Yes. 
1877. How is it conducted? I think it is conducted with the greatest benefit to the students. The 

Assistant House Surgeon has a small sum voted to him for the purpose of teaching the students, and it has 
,been carried out with very excellent results to the students. There are no students now, three having just 
left for England. I think with a little management the class could be so popularised that students 
from the other Colonies would come here to study anatomy, to the great advantage of themselves and the 
institution. 

1878. What number of students would you fix as the maximum? I think each surgeon should have 
two or three ; the maximum should be about ten, and £200 or .£300 per year might he made out of the 
students who would come here to study anatomy. 

1879. By the Ohai1-man.-In view of future enlargement of the inst~tution, are you of opinion that the 
block at the corner of Campbell and Liverpool streets should be at once secured by the Government? Most 
decidedly I do. The Nurses' Home should be built there, and the present Home could be utilised for other 
purposes. The land will never be cheaper, and is absolutely necessary to carry out a proper scheme of 

, accommodating patients. 
1880. Do you think the present accommodation insufficient, or do you mean to provide for a wealthier 

dass of patients? I certainly think the present accommodation is insufficient, and provision should be 
made for a higher scale of fees. For instance, a patient coming into the Institution suffering from delirium 
tremens should pay at least £1 a day if in a position to do so. 



DR. THOMAS CHRISTIE. SMART, called in and examined. 

1881. By the Chairman.-What position did you occupy in the Hobart Hospital? I have been 
Chairman of the Board of Managemen.t for over ten years, and Honorary Medical Officer for twenty-seven 
years. 

1882. In connection with the management of the Institution, in regard to the medical officers, has it 
been satisfactory of late? Most satisfactory ; nothing could have been more so. 

1883. Have not some charges been made against the Institution? Yes, I am aware that there 
have. 

1884. Has there been any ground of complaint for neglect of patients or misconduct generally since the 
appointment of the present House Surgeon? I cannot recall a single instance of neglect or wrong treat 
ment, or anything approaching misconduct, with regard to the employees during that time. 

1885. Could such have occurred without your knowledge ? Having been Chairman of the Board 
dnring that time, nothing of the kind could have occurred without my knowledge. It could not have 
escaped my notice. 

1886. How does the House Surgeon discharge his duties? Very well indeed. I regard him as a 
thorou1;hly well qualified man. He makes no fuss or display, but I have every reason to believe he dis
charges his duties in a careful and efficient manner. 

1887. Did the Board work smoothly in regard to the general conduct of the Hospital? No body of 
men could have worked more harmoniously. I have been over ten years Chairman, and have never seen 
or hear<l of a body of men working more earnestly together for the welfare of an Institution. There 
has been no unpleasantness amongst us of late. 

1888. Do you think any improvement could be effected in the constitution of the Hospital ? I do not 
see how it could be improved. 

1889. Would you approve of any elective system being introduced? As now apr.ointed the Board is 
respectable, and will always be so; but if you make the Board elective it will become corrupt, and members 
will be elected through all kinds of public feeling and by bribery and corruption. The Board is composed 
of men who are respectable and worthy of public confi_dence. 

1890. Would it be well to have the Hospital partially supported by subscribers who would have votes 
for members of the Board? The moment you introduce the system of subscriptions you introduce trouble 
and difficulty, for every subscriber would; according to the subscription paid, have an interest in a certain 
number of beds and a voice in the management. 

1891. Do you think it would be an improvement on your present system? I do not think it 
would be an improvement to the Hospital ; on the contrary, the management of the Hospital would become 
degenerated. 

1892. Would you approve of honorary medical officers having wards ? We have discussed that 
question fully. It seemed to be the best plan to have a ward or one and a half ward to each doctor, 
so that any patient coming in would be under the doctor whose week it was, unless the patient expressed 
a wish to go under the treatment of any particular medical man. During the fever epidemic we have 
been compelled to mix the patients, but each doctor had a different coloured card over the bed so that he 
could pick out his patients immediately. 

1893. Would it be possible for the House Surgeon to have patients under his own immediate control? 
It would not work at'all. You would have one paid officer and three or four honorary officers all holding 
the same position. So long as there is a House Surgeon he must be ready at all times to assist in the 
general working of the Hospital. It would never do to allow him to have patients of his own. 

1894. Do you think it would be well for the House Surgeon to be changed occasionally? No. 
Many years ago it was thought to be the best plan to get for House Surgeons young medical men who had 
just arrived from England, and give them charge of the Institution, where they gained experience. On 
several occasions on which this was done I have not the slightest hesitation in saying that the· general 
management of the Institution was bad. There was no control over them. A medical man to take 
charge of the Hospital as House Surgeon should be not only a well-qualified man but he should also 
be a married man, who would make a home in the Institution, where he would always be found when 
wanted. 

1895. Do you not think that patients should be made to pay more in accordance with their means? 
We can only charge for maintenance. We cannot charge for medical attendance. 

· 1896. What is the maximum charge? We have not fixed a maximum charge. Where extras are 
required and extra nursing is necessary, and the patient can aflord to pay, we have charged ten 
shillings a day-but that is exceptional; we generally charge about five shillings a day. 

1897. Would it not be well that wealthy patients should be charged more in accordance with their 
ability to pay? If you adnpt that system you would drive the honorary medical men out of the institution. 
Yon would simply be bringing the Hospital into competition with their private practice. 

· ] 898. Is there sufficient accommodatton- in-: the- Hospital? Yes, for all present wants. When the 
present buildings were being constructed care was taken to provide for the future, -and it was exceedingly 
fortunate that we did so, for I do not know what we would have done during the fever epidemic if such 
provision had not been made. . 

1899. Do you think the accommodation should be increased to allow the private practitioners to bring 
in their private patients and treat them in the Hospital? Certainly not; I think it would be most 
objectionable. 
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1900. Why not? Because this is not a private hospital. In. London. ap.d other large citi~s where they 

have private hospitals the two institutions do not clash ; -but here they would clash. You would require a 
· separate matron and a separate staff. It would be impossible to amalgamate the two systems. -

1901. Do you think -_it advisable to have medical men on the Board of Management'! Not many. 
1902. How many would you approve? I think three would be sufficient. -I am quite sure that if 

you introduce too much of the medical element into the Board you will surely have difficulty. 
1903. Do you think it judicious to have any medical men on the Board? I do not think it 

any harm to have a certain restricted number of medical men on the Board; but their number should 
. ~ertainly be restricted. 

1904. Would you allow medical men to have a. seat on the Board without voting power? I certa.inly 
-think if they have a seat on the Board at all they should have a. vote. 

1905. Are you of opinion that the block of land adjoining the Hospital, _at thP, corner of Liverpool and 
Campbell streets, should be purchased? Most certainly ; I have recommended it for the last six years. It 
was part of the late Government's scheme to purchase it. If that corner were purchased a proper Nurses' 

·:Home should be erected there, and the site of the present Home could be utilised for other purposes or 
sold. I would like to see a suitable Nurses' Home erected, and by securing that corner it would make the 
whole of the Hospital in one block. The present nurses' quarters are unsuitable. If-this were carried out 
the hospital scheme would be complete, in accordance with the plans submitted to Government six or 
eight years ago. 

1906. Should not those old buildings in the Hospital grounds be removed? 'l'he Government have 
been urged to remove them, and the contract for their so doing has been accepted, and the work will be done 
at once. It is a disgrace to the institution to allow them to stand. 

l 907. Are your kitchen arrangements complete? Most decidedly not; they are very incomple.te. 
· The present kitchen has been condemnJ3d, and a kitchen with modern appliances is, to be built. 

1908. Is the food satisfactory? Some years ago our meat was supplied at the same rate as it 
was supplied to the gaol, and was inferior, but we moved in the matter, and after a good deal of 
trouble we induced the Government to see the absolute necessity of the Hospital getting the very best food 
obtainable. 

1909. Is the food now supplied good? It is the very best that can _be got. 
1910. Do you think there is a sufficient and competent staff of nurses? I believe we have now .as 

-competent and efficient a staff of n11rses as can be obtained in any hospital. 
1911. Do the elder nurses assist in teaching the younger? · Yes, they do. Practical nursing at the 

bedside is of t_he first importance, and that is taught here as much as in any part of the world, but tµe 
theoretical part of the teaching has not been carried out·very fully. It was never carried out under the 

_ late Lady Superintendent, and during last year the number of typhoid fever patients taxed the nursing 
staff so heavily that if any additional strain had been placed on them in the shape of attending lectures or 
theoretical study they would have broken down. I have conferred with the Lady Superintendent on the 
·subject, and so soon as the fever strain is over, theoretical training will be undertaken. ·When 
·Dr. Holden was House Surgeon he commenced a series oflectures, and Dr. Parkinson did the same, and 
.would have continued them but for the outbreak of typhoid fever, which strained the resources of our 
nursing staff heavily. 

1912. Is your store-room accommodation sufficient? . It certainly should be better . 
1913. Do you think the present system of requisitioning for stores every half-year is preferable to 

buying them locally? Yes, decidedly. For instance, yot1 get your drugs fresh and at wholesale prices, and 
.a contract is made with a local druggis_t to supply us with anything additional required. 

1914. Would it be better to have general stores, such as blankets, &c., supplied in large quantities? 
That was always the rule, but it has been broken through a good deal lately ; we get a i.arge amount of our 
blankets and flannel locally . 

1915. Is the brandy good? Yes, we can find no fault with it now. 
1916. Is the water and food supply good'? Everything supplied is of the very best quality. The con

tracts are all for the best descriptions obtainable. It is our own fault if we do not get everything good, and 
we take care that it is first-class. 

1917. Do you think the accommodation for delirium tremens patients could be improved? Most 
-decidedly: the present accommodation for men suffering from delirium t1·emens is indescribably bad. 

1918. By Mr. Lemis.-What provision do you propose to make for males suffering from deliriu'lll, 
tremens? Separate accommodation should be p1·ovided. It would never do to bring the males among the 
female patients. I propose to have a building erected between the present kitchen and Campbell-street. It 

. is part of the plan to have a separate building for delirium t-remens patients. , 

1919. Do you experience difficulty in getting small repairs executed? We have experienced gre;:i.t 
difficulty, but that has been removed to some extent. For instance, if a pane of glass were broken we 
have to send a requisition to the Chief Secretary, then some one comes to look at it, and by and by some 
one comes to repair it; often a week elapses before anything is done in the matter. I have urged that a 
small sum of money should be placed to our credit ; we asked for £20 and £5 was given us, and this sum 
.small as it is will allow us to do such little things as replacing broken windows or repairing pipes. 

1920. Are the rules of the Institution satisfactory? I think so, but they want revising again. We 
have appointed a committee to revise the rules, but at present they work fairly well. 

1921. When will the revised rules be published'? It .might be done .within ·the next month. 
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i922. Do you approve of the plan by which any medical man, not connected with the hospital, could 

send his patients into the Institution and treat them there himself? I think such a system would com
pletely break down any institution similar to ours. You would require an institution three times as large as 
ours to carty out such a system, and you would require an entirely separate staff; 

1923. Do you think the powers eonferred on the Board sufficiently great? I do not think we could 
wish for more power than we have. No reasonable request made by the Board is ever refused. 

1924. How is the Samaritan Fund disposed of? It is used for the benefit of very poor patients who 
come from the country. Often when a patient recovers he has not the means to get a meal or a bed. The 
object of the Samaritan Fund is to pay the fare of poor patients back to their homes if they live in the 
country, or to pay for a night's lodgings and a couple of meals for very poor town patients after their 
discharge, so that they are not left helpless. The fund, which is a most excellent one, is now in the bank 
in the names of myself and another Member of the Board. It is generally distributed by the House 
Surgeon and Finance Committee. 

192f>. How do you get the money? We place money-boxes for the purpose in public places and shops, 
and get funds thereby. Some five years ago a gentleman came here very ill and died, leaving £50 to 
the Samaritan Fund, and since then the fund has accumulated, generally by donations, until it has reached 
about £130. The late Mr. Chas. Abbot left £500 to the Hospital to provide for the wants of the poor 
patients, and there is no way the Board can dispose of it to assist the really poor so well as through the 
Samaritan Fund. 

1926. Have you any fond or means for providing entertainment or pictures for the children patients? 
We receive donations specially for supplying pictures and picture books for the children .. 

1927. Do you think the Government should provide funds for paying the fares home of country patients, 
and providing means of entertainment for the children? The Samaritan Fund is quite sufficient for paying 
the fares home of such country patients as absolutely require assistance in that way, and the children are 
very well provided for. We have now funds in hand which will enable us to add very largely to our library. 
Twelve months ago a concert was got up in the Town Hall in aid of the Hospital library, and we received 
£40 from the proceeds, which is still in hand. 

1928. By Mr. Dobbie.-Do you think charity should be the one aim of the Institution? Most 
decidedly. The more it is made an institution for the wealthy the less it will become a hospital for the 
poor. The rich can provide for themselves, the poor ca~not. I would never regard this Hospital in the 
view of making it a paying institution, but rather one to provide medical attendance and nursing for the poor. 

1929. Have you sufficient accommodation for the nurses? No. The nurses now have to be separated 
for want of proper accommodation. It is necessary to separate the nurses engaged in the fever wards from 
the others, and that is done as much as possible, but great inconvenience is experienced for want of proper 
accommodation. 

1930. Is the separation of the nurses as just alluded to a disadvantage ? Certainly it is, as we are 
compelled to separate them. 

1931. Is this separation owing to your desire to keep the fever nurses apart from the others, or because 
of insufficient accommodation? There is a decided want of accommodation for the nurses. At the Nurses' 
Home there are two little rooms, which are not fit for sleeping apartments in any sense, but three or four 
of the night nurses sleep there. These rooms are not what they should be. 

1932. Is it desirable that a Nurses' Home should have accommodation for properly separating the 
fever nurses from others, and affording a proper home? Most desirable. They should most certainly all 
be under one control. 

1933. As Chairman of the Board do you visit the Hospital every day ? Very seldom a day passes 
without my visiting it. 

1934. Could a case of malpractice or ill-treatment occur without your knowledge? I do not think so. 

1935. During the time the present House Surgeon has been in charge of the Hospital has anything 
that can be called malpractice or ill-treatment occurred within your knowledge either on the part of the 
House Surgeon, Assistant House Surgeon, or Honorary Medical Officers? I have never known or heard 
of any such case occurring in the Hospital. 

1936. With regard to Callan's case, which has been designated manslaughter-was it so? Certainly 
not. In the first place Callan was as deaf as he could be without absolutely losing his hearing altogether. 
He came into the Hospital as a typhoid fever patient, and we had reason to believe that his mind was very 
much gone before he took the fever. He was in a peculiar condition, for he could not be conversed with. 
He was placed in one of the wards with other fever patients, and for a time progressed promisingly. One 
day he had been restless, as fever patients often are, and when the nu_rse returned to the ward after 
necessarily leaving it for a short time, he was gone. Immediately the alarm was given, and he was at 
once seen walking along the yard in his shirt, as if nothing had happened. The window of the ward is about 
20 feet from the ground, hut there is a ledge by which a man could let himself down, and the supposition is 
that he had taken advantage of it, 'l'hen I had him removed to a ward on the bottom floor, and every 
precaution taken to prevent him endangering himself. I saw him daily for six days afterwards, and th_ere 
were no signs of his having sustained injury by leaving his ward, beyond the fact of one of his feet bemg 
sprained. He became non compos mentis, and neither his friends nor I could make him understand anything. 

1937. Was an inquest held into the cause of his death? Yes. 

1938. Who performed the post mortem examination? Dr. Giblin . 

. 1939. What was the verdict of the jury? That he died from ulce1·ation of the bowels caused by 
typhoid fever. 
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1940. Was the fact that Callan was able to get out of the window of the ward due to any fault of the 

nurse in charge? Most certainly not. 
1941. Was there anything in his case that would necessitate his being strapped to the bed? No ; 

although restless, he was easily managed. 
1942. With patients such as Callan, was ther.e a sufficient nursmg staff to prevent occurrences 

such as that? There was not a second nurse in the ward; it would be impossible to have a second nurse 
without abnormally increasing the staff. 

1943. Were there many· patients then iii the Hospital? Yes ; we were strained all through on account 
of the fever epidemic, but the nursing staff was sufficient. 

1944. The case of Mrs. Schnell has been mentioned in evidence : do you know anything about it? 
No, nothing. 

1945. By Mr. Bromn . .....:..What are the arrangements for night nursing? The night nurses go on duty 
at 9 o'clock, and are dis:eosed of by the Lady Superintendent in such way that the duties are carried out as 
well as possible. The mght nurses on duty in the fever. wards are kept entirely separate from the other 
nurses. The night nurses are on duty from 9 P.M. till 6·30 A.M., when they are relieved. 

1946. Should the night nurses require assistance, how can it be obtained? We have electric bells 
connected with the wards, by means of wliich the whole Hospital, including the night watchman and 
Lady Superintendent, can be aroused in three minutes. . 

1947. What disinfectants are used? Condy's fluid is used extensively for disinfecting · the excreta 
from fever patients, also carbolic acid and sulphate of iron ; chloride of lime is also used. 

1948. How long is the refose from the kitchen allowed to accumulate? I cannot say, but i. think for 
about a week. It is never allowed to become putrid. 

1949. What becomes of the fat, &c; ? I think it goes to the Gaol. 
1950. By Mr. Gill.-What would be the salary of a first-class House Surgeon? I do not think 

you could get a first-class man to remain for less. I have always advocated getting a good man and 
paying him fairly well. Ce1'tainly a first-class man could not be got permanently for the present salary. 

1951. What is the present salary worth? With salary, free house, fuel, light, and no taxes, I should 
think about £450. 

1952. If a really good man were obtained, and proper accommodation provided for paying patients, 
would it not prove remunerative? The system would. not work. If you allowed the House Surgeon to 
have p1·ivate patients, and thus bring him into competition with the profession, you would have no honorary 
medical officers. They would not have anything to do with the Hospital under such a system. 

1953. Can you suggest how the present expenditure can be reduced without impairing the efficiency of 
the Institution? If the whole management of the Institution were entirely under one man, and he were a 
very careful man, he might possibly pinch and save in various little ways, and at the end of the year show a 
considerable reduction ; but whilst every honorary medical officer has a voice in the management, and 
orders wliat he thinks necessary for his patients, the Board having no power to interfere with him or restrain 
him, I do not think any material reduction can be effEcted. · 

1954. Is it uot the duty of the House Surgeon to see that extras supplied are not allowed to run too 
long? I think he always does so. I have always asked the House Surgeon to stop any extras ordered to 
my patients when he thinks it no longer necessary, and he always does so. 

1955. Do the patients always seem satisfied with the treatment they receive? I have heard them 
express thanks for the treatment they received in the Hospital hundreds of times, and I have never had a 
complaint from my patients. 

1956. Have you heard of Kinchella's case? No, I do not know what it was. 
1957. He complains that lie was left with his water stopped all night and half a day whilst in the 

Hospital ? I never heard it mentioned before, and I do not think it possible. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 28, 1888. 

DR. CHARLES JOSEPH PARKINSON called and examined. 
1958. By tlte C!tafrman.-What position do you occupy? House Surgeon of the Hobart .Hospital. 
1959. How long have you occupied that position? I was appointed on 1st December, 1885, and have 

now tendered my resignation. 
1960. During that time how have you worked? Under a Board of Management. 
1961. Have your relations with the Board always been satisfactory? Quite so. 

· . ] 962.' Will you state what your duties are? They are set forth in the book of rules of the Hospital. 
The main duties are to folfil the duties allotted to the House Surgeon under the rules and regulations. 

1963. What are your duties in regard to· the honorary medical officers? To attend to the patients 
during their absence, to accompany them through their wards durin~ their visits, and to carry out their 
instructions in regard to the treatment. of patients. 

1964~ In cases of emergency do you act on your owu responsibility? I act at my own discretion and 
on my own responsibility. 

1965. What are your general relations with the honorary .staff? Satisfactory, pei-fectly so. 
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1966. Are you awa1·e whether they are satisfied with the manner in which yo~r duties are carried out'! 

I have every reason to believe they are quite satisfied. · 
· 1967. Have they always been satisfied, and have the relations always been satisfactory, so far as you 

know? I have never had any complaints from any of the honorary medical officers of any treatment of the 
patients whilst in the Hospital. · 

19t58. Have you ever experienced difficulty through not being supported by the honorary staff1 I 
was not supported by Dr. Crowther at times. · . 

1969. Can you state an individual case? The case in regard tp the suspension of Sister Turnbull, and 
the case arising out of it in which she was concerned, is a case in point. 

] 970. Do you consider that the relations between yourself and Dr. Crowther especially were of a 
strained character and unfair to yourself? After a certain period I thought so. Our relations were 
perfectly friendly for a certain time, but after the quarrel between the Lady Superintendent and Sister 
Turnbull they became strained. · . · 

1971. Will you state in what way, and under what circumstances, you felt any cause for complaint? 
He never did anything personally to me within the grounds of the hospital of which I could complain. 
I used to accompany him through his wards up to the last in the same manner as before, and ·received his 
instructions and carried them .out. It was from his actions and conduct outside the Hospital in regard to 
myseffthat I considered the relations between us were strained, and certainly were changed. 

1972. Do you know.anythi:ng of the case ofM'Donald? I do not remember the name-what was 
the case? 

1973. It has been stated in evidence that a catheter was passed and left in his bladder without obtain
ing the us·ual relief; that he went to Dr. Crowther and had the instrument taken out, and got relief: is that 
130 ? I never heard of it before. I am certain I never left a catheter in a man, nor did I at any time allow 
a .man to leave the Hospital with an instrument in him. · 

1974. Could such a thing have liappened without your knowledge? It is possible that such a thing 
could occur with Dr. Lever without my knowledge, but I most certainly think it never occurred. Dr. 
Lever's evidence can be obtained. 

1975. Is there any means of tracing this man's name, or the treatment he received in the Hospital? 
1 can find out if he was an out or in-patient, and what he was treated for ; we only preserve the books till 
the end of each year. We have about 1400 new cases a year,. that is new patients, and it would be 
impossible to keep the books longer than a year in consequence of their bulk. 

1976. Do you remember the man Chester? Yes, he is at present in the Hospital. 
1977. Is he insane? He has periodical attacks of insanity resulting from epilepsy. At times these 

attacks come on frequently, and then he becomes deranged. At present I think he is almost sensible, as the 
attacks have been less freq11ent oflate. 

1978. Had he been officially pronounced insane when in the Hospital the first time? The difficulty 
of his case arose from his being sent to the Hospital by an order from Dr. Bingham Crowther. He had 
previously been an out-patient, coming regularly to me for months for treatment. I knew the man perfectly 
well, a.nd ,Yhat he was suffering from, and I said he was a fit case for the Invalid Depot, and gave him an 
order for admission thereto. He was ·sent to the Depeit, and during the night he had three or four fits and 
became violent. The next morning he was sent to the Hospital, seeing that he was not a fit subject for 
the Depot. That was the ·cause of the letter in the newspaper at that time. · 

1979. Was the mari sent to the New Norfolk Asylum afterwards? He was sent to the Asylum and 
shortly afterwards was discharged as well, and has been in the Hospital again since, but no violent attack 
has occurred since his last admission. 

1980. Have you had experience in lunacy? Yes; I was for 18 months a resident officer at one of the 
large County Asylums in England. 

1981. Do you know anything of Mrs. Evans' case? I know nothing of Mrs. Evans' case. If you 
will permit me, I think in asking for information in individual cases that some detail should be given.· 
During my time of office in the Hospital between 2000 and 3000 patients have been admitted, and it is 
impossible for me to remember individual cases at a moment's notice, without some method of fixing the 
individual in each particular case. 

1982. Do you remember Callan being in the Hospital ? Yes. 
1983. Will you state the particulars i'.n connection with that case ? Callan was suffering from typhoid 

•fever, and was in a back ward in the upper story of the infectious wards. Two or three days before he was 
supposed to have jumped out of the window, he had a sudden collapse so that I gave up all hope of his 
recovery, thinking he must have suffered from some perforation of the bowels, such as occurs frequently in 
typhoid fever, but on· being treated and stimulants being administered he recovered and improved somewhat. 
Then I ,vas away for two days on leave, and it was on one of those days that he was supposed to have 
jumped out of the window. . When I came on duty the next morning I heard what had happened, and 
when I went to see him I found he had. been placed in a down stairs ward by Dr. Smart's orders. . I 
examined him and found he had a sprained ankle and some .bruises about the left ankle. He was very low, 
but I thought not. worse than when I left him. If I had found him. dead, and he had n,ever left his ward, 
I would not have been surprised, for I regarded his condition as very critical before I left. 

1984. Had the bruises any effect on his life ? I do not think they had. 
1985. Had you regarded his case as hopeless before you left on leave? I had regarded his case as 

hopeless, but of course after a man recovers from a relapse we always hope on. 
1986. After your return did you consider his case hopeless? I regarded it as a very serious . and 

doubtful case ; so I did before the occurrence. . 
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1987. Do you ·remember Lloyd's case? Yes, his was a case of typhoid fever also. 

· 1988. Were there any peculiar circumstances in connection with his case ? Yes. I was informed that 
he had ran out of the Hospital, jumped over the back wall, and was recaptured in the street. I was 
-informed immediately the occurrence took place, and made immediate enquiries into it. The nurse informed 
•me that she was standing at one end of the ward, when suddenly Lloyd burst out of the •bed, and ran out 
of the back door, along the yard, and dropped himself down the wall at the back. He was repovered and 
,brought back. The case was :purely accidental, and might .have occurred in a11:y hospital. 

1989. Do you attribute blame to any of the nurses in connection with either Calla:ri's or Lloyd's case? 
. No, not the slightest. It is an absolute impossibility for a nurse. to be at the bedside of every patient 
continuously during the 24 hours, and it would be quite possible for a man to escape, and even jump out of 

-a ·window, if a nurse, or even a man, were within a few feet of him. We have t_o keep the windows open 
for ventilation, especially when the fever wards are full, as they then were, and such things occur in an 
instant. We have so many wards that the nursing staff would have to be enormous to keep one nurse 
always in a ward. 

1990. Did Lloyd recover ? Yes. 
1991. W era either Lloyd's or Callan's case of such nature as to require personal restraint ·by strapping 

down to the bed? • I believe Lloyd was strapped down. It is very difficult to say the exact time a patient 
should be strapped down, especially with typhoid. I do not think every patient suffering from delirium 
should be strapped down, especially in typhoid cases. There are certain cases in which there would be ver_v 
grave objections to strapping down; it would cause struggling, and do much more harm than good. I 
·would not·strap down a typhoid fever patient if I could po~sibly help it for that reason. 

· 1992. Would the strapping down be carried out by your directions, or by the order of the honorary 
medical officer in whose charge the patient wrcs? The honorary medical officers see their patients every 
day.. If an honorary officer thought it necessary he would speak about it, but if a patient became violent 
'in .his absence it is my duty to attend to ·it. Callan had never shown any symptoms of violence before, and 
it'is impossible to be prepared instantly for every emergency. 

1993. Do you know Moody? Yes ; he has been in the Hospital twice for insanity.· 

1993A. How long has he been under you? Each time he has been in about a month or six weeks, 
,He has been suffering from melancholia, and refuses food. He suffers from delusions. 

1994. Did he make. any compl~int whilst in the Hospital? He never made any complaint to me. 

Ul95. Did you ever hear of complaints about }:iis treatment? Only the complaint made ·by Dr. 
Crowther in the House of Assembly, "of maiming Moody:'' 

1996. It was sthtec1 that Mooclilay for a month without a bed___:is that correct? Most decidedly it is 
not correct. No patient has ever had to lie without a bed for a single night since I took charge of the 
·Hospital. 

1997. Have .you seen him since that charge was made in Parliament? Yes, he has since been in the 
. Hospital, and I asked him· if he had any complaint to make; he said nothing. He seemed averse to 
-speaking of it. I had read in the newspapers the statement made by Dr. Crowther, and when I .saw 
Moody in the Hospital I was curious to know how he harl been maimed. 

1998. Has Moody been a patient in the Hospital since Dr. Crowther made that charge ? Yes, he has 
since been a patient under treatment for rheumatism, and for mental aberration brought on by drink. 

1999. How long do you keep patients here suffering from mental disease? That is a matter in the 
hands_ of the honorary medical officers. 

2000. Do you approve of parsons suffering from mental disease being kept here? No, I think they 
·,should be ~ent to the Lunatic Asyslum as soon as th'3 medical officer is satisfied that they are of unsound 
mind. We have no proper method or means of treating cases of mental disease here. We have no modern 

. method here for treating insane cases, and the quicker they are sent to the Asylum after being proved to be 
insane the better. 

2001. Do you know the woman Lonsdale? Yes; she has been in the Hospital several times, suffering 
, from alcoholism. 

2002. Do you remember her being left for a considerable time with wounds undressed?, No, I do not 
·know of any such neglect. She has been in here several times. . 

2003. Do you remember Mrs. Schnell? Yes. 
2004. Do you know anything about her making complaints? Her's is a very recent case-it occurred 

last-week, and I remember it perfectly. She was an in-patient suffering from jaundice, and had a tumour 
in the abdomen in the right iliac fossa. She insisted on leaving the Hospital. 

2005. Did she give any reason·for so doing? No, she gave rio reason to me or to Dr. ·Bright, in 
whose ward she was. She merely said she wanted to go home. Dr. Bright gave her permission to· go 
:home, but told ,her she, was very foolish in doing so. 

2006 . .After getting home she complained that she got nothing but fish-was that so? She was 
. unable to take ·any heavy food. She· was • feel on light diet, and was ·-unable to take even· that. 'Persons 
suffering from her disease generally suffer from sickness and loathing. Her people telegraphed to _me for. a 
certificate of the cause of death, and I gave the certificate. I do not know· why an inquest was held. 

· 2007. Had she complained to Dr. Bright of:her diet? 'l do,not think so. She never complaine·clfto 
him in my presence. Had she asked for a change of diet we would-as we do in all ·cases-have given-her 

,,any ,food she:•required that w:as not injurious. I never refuse ,any food, that is: not ir;ij.urious,' :but. sometimes 
patients do not know what would be injurious to them. 
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2008. If a patient complained to the nurses of their food, or asked for a change in diet, would it be 

reported to you? Yes, it would be reported to me_ on my next visit. 
2009. Would such report be attended to? Yes, immediately. 
2010. Ar'e the provisions supplied to the Hospital of good quality? I think they are of really very good 

qu:J.lity. Whenever they are not of good quality the Secretary calls my attention to the fact, and I reject 
them. 

2011. Have you any difficulty with the contractors? Not much difficulty, I have rejected the butter 
sometimes, and the cordials were inferior and I rejeeted them, getting a supply from Weaver. The 
Secretary told the contractor that if the quality in future was not better we would get it from Weaver and 
charge i~ to the contractor. To that we got no reply, and we are now trying to get the contract cancelled. 

2012. Do the patients ever complain of the quality of the food? I do not remember any such com
plaint being made. On one or two occasions patients have complained of the cooking, but I have heard no 
complaints either of food or cooking during the last six months. 

2013. Is the food cooked to your satisfaction? Now and again a chop may be burned or underdone, 
but generally speaking the food is well cooked. · 

2014. Have you anything to do with the accounts of the Hospital? I do not keep the accounts, 
except of the drugs and surgical instruments. 

2015. Do you get your drugs by half-yearly requisition? Yes, from England. 
. 2016. Would it be better to get your drugs and stores locally as you require them? In the matter of 

drugs it would be much more expensive to get them locally. When we buy drugs locally we pay 33 per 
cent. advance on wholesale dealer's prices, and we get as little locally as we possibly can for that reason. We 
have an. arrangement with a local chemist to supply us with what we require, and in cases of emergency 
we obtain drugs from him, but it is much more expensive. · 

2017. Does your getting drugs locally add to the expense of the Institution? Decidedly. Last year 
we had to supply the gaol, and this caused our drugs to run short, and getting locally what we required 
made a considerable difference. There was also a large increase on our demands both from in-patients and 
out-patients. , 

2018. Are you well supplied with general stores? I think so as a rule, but I have not charge of that. 
2019. Do you get everything you want?. I think great difficulty is experienced in getting what we 

really want. Sometimes the storP.s run short, and then we may be months waiting for them. 
2020. How does the delay arise? I cannot say, but I know that sometimes after a requisition is sent 

in we may have to wait six months for the goods. 
_ 2021. Would· it not be better to allow you to purchase what you wanted? Yes, much better, if we 
were permitted to purchase them( either locally or in England. We would then know exactly how long it 
would take to get the stores after being ordered, and we would provision accordingly. Now, thinking we 
can g-et them.from the Colonial Storekeeper, we let them run almost out before making requisition, but 

· sometimes we have to wait six months before we can get them. I am sure we could buy some_ goods 
from England at half the price we are now charged. For instance, recently we wanted some knives, and 
requisitioned for them, but we could not get the knives unless we took the steel forks with them, and we 
had to take the forks although we. did not want them. We were also charged a very high price for them, 
thus adding to the cost of the Institution. 

2022. Is the stores' supply not satisfactory·? Most certainly it is not. 
2023. Do you get the drugs yourselves? Yes. 
2024. If the same principle were applied to the general stores that now obtains in regard to drugs 

would a saving be effected? I certainly think so. At the Colonial Store they seem to have such a little 
idea of what is wanted, and there would be much less waste if we got the goods ourselves, for we would 
only order exactly what was required, and would only pay a fair price. They do not seem to understand 
what we want, and often when the goods are obtained we find they are of a certain class that we do not 
want; but we are bound to take them whether suitable or not, or else wait till another supply is obtained 

· from England. It is not at all satisfactory. 
2025. By Mr. Dobbie.-During the time you have been in charge of the Ho~pital has any case 

occurred of real malpractice or want of skill either on the part of the honorary medical officers, resident 
staff, or nurses? No, not to my knowledge. I do not know of any case in which a medical officer
honorary or resident-has ill-treated or maltreated a case. 

2026. Do you think on the whole that the treatment of the patients is of a fairly good character? Yes. 
2027. Do you think that the position of the House Surgeon is .satisfactorily defined by the rules of 

the Institution? I do not think it is. 
2028. In what respect are they unsatisfactory? 

Institution. _ 
In the rules he is not the recognised head of the 

20~9. po you think he should be? I_ certainly thi1_1~ he should have more c?ntrol over the working of 
th~ Ins~t1;1-t10n than he has. As I have resigned my po~1t10n, I can ~ow say so without fe_ar ?f my meaning 
bemg m1smterpreted. The House ·Surgeon merely carnes out the wntten rules of the Inst1tuhon, and has no 
power over the general management, 

2030. Who is the generally recognised head of the Institution? I think I have certainly been considered 
the head, but the rules do not distinctly state so. The rules do not recognise the. House Surgeon as the 
. head of the Institution. 

2031. Should the rules be altered to make that clear? I think they should certainly be altered 
immediately to that effect. 
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2032. What is the relation between the House Surgeon and the Lady Superintendent? It is a most 

ill-defined relation. I consider that the House Surgeon has complete control over the nursing staff whilst 
in the Hospital, but not whilst they are in the Home. The rules do not state any connection whatever 
between the House Surgeon and the nursing staff. I think the House Surgeon should have complete control 
of the nursing staff whilst they are on duty, for unless he has such control over the nurses who are in charge 
of the patients under his charge, and can instruct them to carry out his orders in connection with the treat
ment of patients, his daily visits to the wards are absurd. 

2033. Can yo11 make any other suggestion which from your experience you think it desirable or 
necessary to make in the management? I think it would be very desirable for the House Surgeon to attend 
the meetings of the Board of Management, of course taking no part unless his opinion were asked. The 
House Surgeon should know everything that is going on in connection with the Institution. .I believe the 
House Surgeon at Launceston attends the meetings of the Board. 

2034. Does he attend the meetings regularly, or only when s_ent for? I believe he attends regularly. 
I have attended the meetings of the Visiting Committee recently, but I am not recognised, being present 
only by courtesy. I think the House Smgeon should have the right of attending all Committee meetings, 
and all general meetings of the Board of Management. I also think if he were given more administrative 
power he could reduce the expenditure, certainly to some extent; I mean in the management ofthe servants 

. and general adminisfration of the Institution. 
2035. Can you say whether in consequence of the want of control over the nursing staff or hospital 

generally on the part of the House Surgeon,· there has been any strained relations between the House 
_ Surgeon and the Lady Superintendent? I think that all the trouble that arose with the late Lady Super
intendent was entirely owing to the want of definition of the rules in regard to the relations between the 
Lady Superintendent and House Surgeon. I thought I had supreme control of the nursing staff whilst on 
duty, and she thought otherwise. 

2036. Has such a state of affairs as desc1·ibed by you been detrimental to the working of the Hospital 
in the past. Yes. 

2037. Unless a remedy is provided, would such occurrence be likely to recur? It is quite possible. 
2038. What position does the Lady SuperiLteudent occupy in regard to the House Surgeon? The 

rules do not specify. · 
· 2039. Which of the two is superior officer'! The rules certainly do not provide for the House Surgeon 

giving any orders to the Lady Superintendent. 
2040. From whom does she receive instructions? I think she has entire control of the nursing staff. 
2041. Is her position properly defined in the rules ? Not in connection with the House Surgeon. 
20,12. Have you had experience in other hospitals where there were Lady Superintendents? Yes. 
2043. What was their position?_ They var;'. rn· small hospitals the House Surgeon has absolute 

control, su~ject to the Board of Management; but in larger hospitals they have, in addition to the House 
Surgeon, a General Manager, who, perhaps, is not a medical man, and the House Surgeon and Lady 
Superintendent are both under him. In a medium-sized hospital, like that of Hobart, I think the House 
Surgeon should be the manager. 

2044. What is the_ cost of your Hospital per bcid? The annual cost of each occupied bed in 1878 was 
£82 14s. 5d.; in 1879, £72 13s. 6¼d.; 1880, £64 6s. 0td.; 1881, £68 11s. Id.; 1882, £68 3s. 6d., 
1883, £68 lls. 10d. ; 1884, £68 3s. ; 1885, £67 15s.; and for 1886, £68 ] 2s. 5d. -

_ 2045. By llfr. Lervis.___:___Did the strained relations between yourself and Dr. Crowther arise in any 
way· from your treatment of his patients ? Not to :ny knowledge. 

2046. Do you think a saving could be effected by earlier change of diet, especially extras, than occurs 
-under tlie present management? In giving out costly extras, such as champagne, I am most careful, and 
no patient is put on champagne unless he is in such condition as to absolutely need it. The same applies to 
other medical comforts. I restrain the use of stimulants as much as possible, and as soon as a patient has 
sufficiently recovered to do without them I have the extras struck off. No patient is put on champagne 
immediately he is brought in unless he is in such a state of collapse that he should not have been brought 
to the Hospital at all. 

2047. Can you change the diet on your own responsibility? Yes.· 
2048. Does any waste occur from the impor~ation of drugs in large quantities? I do not think so. 

Drugs, as a rule, keep very well, and in most cases it takes a long time to cause deterioration. Many of 
them are prepared with rectified spirit as tinctures, and they would keep for years; I do not think any 
waste occurs through getting the quantities we do. I only order what I think we will require, and if any
;;hing extra is needed we get it from a local drugg·ist. 

2049. Can you suggest any desirable alteration in the rules in addition to those you have already 
mentioned? I think there are several things in the l"llles requiring alteration, but they would have to be 
gone over carefully seriatim. 

2050. Do you think it important that an immediate revision of the rules ~hould take place? Yes, 
certainly, for the reasons I have given. 

2051. Are there any other points on which you would like to see a revision? Yes, several. 
2052. With regard to teaching nurses and training students at the Hospital, is sufficient done in those 

respects as required by the rules ? I think the students should be under the Assistant House Surgeon for 
_instruction in materia medica and dispensing of drngs, but they should be under the Ho.use Surgeon for 
instruction in anatomy and hospital practice. I think they would learn more if each of the resident surgeons 
gave them some of their time, 
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· 2053; Can this Hospital be made more useful as a place of instruction for students? Yes, I think it 
should be more useful in that respect than it has been. I have only had experience with the last three 
pupils. They certainly have not the same chance here as students have in large Hospitals. At present our 
students are entirely under the teaching of the Assistant House Surgeon. The rules say the pupUs shall be 
present at post mortem examinations, but the Assistant House Surgeon does not makejost-m01·tem examina
tions. A very large part of their teaching should be in the post-m01·tem room, an if students are -not 
taught there they will suffer a serious loss of information and practical knowledge. I consider quite half 
the work of teaching should be done by the House Surgeon. He makes all the post-m01·tems, and the 
students cannot now receive information in the post-m01·tem room unless the House Surgeon takes them and 
teaches them gratuitously, as I did. I think the honorary medical officers might also teach the students a 
good deal, but I think that all who take part in the teaching of pupils should receiv.e a portion of the pupils' 
fees. It is done elsewhere, especially in large hospitals. . 

2054. Should not steps be taken to train up prop,erly qualified nurses ? The principal and almost 
entire training is done by the senior nurs·es in the wards. That is done now, and I think bedside training 
contains the mass of_ a nurse's duties. If a young nurse .learns to practically nurse, and to do everything 
she sees the sisters and senior nurses doing, that is by far the greater part she has to learn. Lectures ·in 
l!-natomy, medicine, &c., are instructive, but they are not the necessary duties of nurses. 

2055. Are lectures given in the Hospital? I gave one course of lectures on physiology_ and chemistry. 
2056. Why were they discontinued? Because of the typhoid fever epidemic last year. I considered 

the nurses had so much to do, and were in such a state of health from heavy work, that anything in addition 
to their regular duties. in nursing was not desirable. In fact they would not have been able to stand it. 
In most hospitals either the honorary or resident officers give lectures, and they are very instructive, but by 
far the greater part ofwliat they should learn should be taught by the senior nurses in the wards. 

2057. By J.lfr. IJobbie.-Do you think it would be better for the hospital and for its good working 
if the rules distinctly stated that the House Surgeon sl10uld be the superior officer of the Lady Superin
tendent? Yes, I think the House Surgeoµ should be head of all the officers of the Institution ; but the 
Lady Superintendent should have entire charge of the Nurses' Home. 

_ 2058. From your knowledge of the working of this Hospital is it expensive ? I think the expendi-
ture could be reduced. _ 

2059. In what direction ? I do not st1ppose it would. be popular in every way. Now the vatients 
have everything they want, and the system of diet is fuller than usual in hospitals. 'l'hen some of the 
men's salaries, I think, are high. Everything a patient atlks for in reason is allowed. 

2060. Are some of the salaries higher than is necessary? I am not certain that the work cannot be 
done for less cost if we made the patients do a little more, which I think they should do. The patients 
should assist, and thus relieve in the work. · 

2061. Is that rule enforced ~ It might be enforced more than it is. · I think the men patients might 
do more than they do. They do a little work in the wards, and the women are sometimes p11t to work. 

2062. Dr. Thompson has stated that the cost of patients per head in your Hospital is £93 ; is that 
correct? Probably he includes the cost of out-patients, and other items which shonlrl not fairly be put 
down to the cost of the in-patients. · 

2063. How is the average arrived at? By excluding the medical comforts and drugs supplied to out- • 
patients. 

2064. Do you consider the cost a high one ? Yes. 
2065. Do you know for a fact whether the cost here is higher than at Launceston? I should think 

the cost here would be higher. . · 

2066. Can you account for that in any way? I think ours is a more expensive Institution to manage. 
It is built on a different system, and I think requires a greater nursing staff. 

2067. Do you think the staff here "wastefully extravagant" as corn pared with Launceston? The 
salary of the House Surgeon at Launceston is higher than it is here, but I think some of the servants' 
salaries here a-re very high. At Launceston the House Surgeon gets £400, here £350 ; the Assistant 
House Surgeons are the same. 

2068. Could not material reduction be made? I could not say how much reduction could be made, 
but it would not amount to very much. I think, for instance, a man could be got to do the work of one of 
the wardsmen for a great deal less-but then his salarv has been increased for length of service, he _having 
been in the In~titution for over ten years. · 

2069. Would that office require a·skilled man? No; any man suitably selected could soon be taught 
the work. 

2070. Does the new building add to the cost? Yes, the nursing staffis more expensive. Many people 
prefer isolated wards, but they are more expensive. 

2071.- Do you think the new building badly arranged? Certainly not. It is built on a system 
which is preferred perhaps by most, and if you adopt that system you must be prepared to pay 
for it. I think it is a decidedly good system if you can afford it. You could get a cheaper anangement 
of wards, and supervise them with a less nursing .staff, but certainly the s_ystem would not be improved. 
. ~0?2. Is the building a proper building for canying out the system it_ was proposed to provide for? 

Yes, 1t IS. • · 

Yes. 
2073. Do you know the system of the Launceston Hospital in regard to the treatment of-patients;? 
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2074. What do you think of it as a system? I think it is much more satisfactory to t.he Honse 
Surgeon to have cases of his <iwn to treat, but it is not the system generally employed in the large 
Hospitals at Home. 

2075. Would it be practicable or desirable to introduce such a system at Hobart? I think i~ wo_ulq 
be practicable. 

2076. Would it be desirable? I do not think the patients would derive any ad vantage from the 
change. 

2077. In the interests of this particular Hospital, which do you think the better system_:_th~ system a,t . 
Hobart, where the patients are entirely under the charge of the honorary medical officers, or the Launceston 
system, where the patients are under the Resident Surgeons? I think the system adopted at Hobart is the 
system usually obtaining in all the English Hospitals, where it always works satisfactorily, and here I do 
not think that any inconvenience has arisen from it. Neglect might occur if the medical officers, honorary 
and resident, were not working harmoniously, but if they work harmoniously the system is a good one, for 
it is much bette1: for a patient to have the benefit of two medical officers' treatment than of only one. 

2078. Dr. Thompson stated that without giving the House Surgeon separate charge of a given number 
of patients it would be impossible to retain the service3 of a good man : do you think so ? I concur with 
him. Such a system would probably assist in retaining the services of a good House Surgeon. 

2079. Would you recommend an alteration in the present system to that effect? I think so, for the 
reason stated; but I think it would be dividing· a few patients among a great many medical officers. The 
Assistant House Surgeon would also probably want some beds, and there are not too many patients for the 
present honorary officers. 

2080. Would such a system tend to cause friction between the honorary staff and resident staff? I think 
not. The honorary officers would have nothing to do with the resident surgeon's patients, but he would 
have to maintain the conduct and treatment to their patients as he does now. 

2081. Would the extra work interfere with the other work of the resident officers? I think not. 
There would be a few difficulties in the way in regard to taking in patients. At present the four honorary 
officers take the patients in turns, each having those who are admitted for a week, and if the House Surgeon 
were given beds he would take those who came in every fifth week. Complaints might be made that the 
House Surgeon kept the best cases for himsel£ The system would be liable to be abused, and might lead 
to difficulties if not very carefully worked., 

2082. Does the present system work well so far as the patients are concerned? Yes. · I think the 
patients have nothing to complain of. 

2083. What is the rule of the Hospital as to paying patients? The rule is that they are charged for 
maintenance in the Hospital acco!'ding to their means. 

2084. What is the maximum charge ? I do not think there is a maximum. 
2085. What is your highest charge ? The most I have ever known to be charged was 12s. 6d. per day. 
2086. What is the average charge? The charges vary, but as a rule they run from 1s. to 5s. per day. 

I think ls. 6d. is about the usual charge ; very rarely it exceeds 5s. 
2087. How many patients have you now? Between 90 and 100. 
2088. What proportion pay? ·They try to make all pay. It is only paupers who do not pay. The 

Finance Committee sit once .a week, and the Secretary draws up a list of patients who were admitted during 
the week. Copies of this list are sent to the superintendents of police in the various districts, and they give 
the required information as to tbe patients' means. On this information the chal'ges are based. 

2089. What is the item on the Estimates for payment of £52 per year to the Registrar of the Bene
volent Society for investigating into cases of out-door patients? He makes out orders for treatment 
of pauper out-patients. 

2090. Is it necessary? Yes, but I get patients as paupers whom I feel cel'tain should pay. The order 
is really made to prevent imposition .. 

2091. Is imposition prevented? Not in all cases, especially pers<;ms suffering from accidents. Frequently 
persons •have come for treatment for accidents, and were ready to pay. I tell them I cannot take the money, 
but before they come again they must get an order from the Benevolent Society. Next time they come they 
have an order for treatment as paupers, although I know they should pay. The subsequent treatment 
should not be in the Hospital, but by a private medical man. 

2092. Are the whole of the out-patients provided with such order,; ? Yes, only cases of emergency 
are treated without orders ; accidents having been treated once require an order before getting further treat
ment. 

2093 ... From your experience how have you found the management of the Institution caHied out by 
the Board? I think the internal working of the Hospital is carried out by the Visiting Committee, not by 
the Board. I do not think the Visiting Committee do anything in connection with the internal mana!:\'ement 
without the sanction of the Board. · 
. 2094. How do the Visiting Committee perform the duties of their office? I think they perform their 

-duties exceedingly well. The Hospital is thoroughly visited by them. They meet at the Hospital every 
week, and every alternate week they go round the Hospital and inspect the wards, food, &c. They keep a 
genel'al,oversight of the Institution, and report to the Board. If anything goes wrong it is reported to the 
Visiting Committee, and they make investigation. 

2095. Have you found that the Committee carry out the duties imposed upon them by the Board 'l 
Yes, thoroughly. 
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2096. By Mr. Gill.-Have you sufficient nursing staff? I think so, at present. 
2097. What number of night nurses have you? At present we have six, three for each building. 
2098. What means of communication are there between the wards ? There is an electric bell in each 

ward, communicating ~ith the kitchen on the same flat, and there is electric communication through the 
whole of the female division, and running irito male ward. . 

2099. Would there be trouble in getting assistance if required during the night? Not the slightest. 
2100. Cm1Jd anything: have been done to prevent Lloyd's case? I think nothing could be done to 

prevent a case like that. It might have occurred if two or three nurses were in the ward and· quite close to 
him. Lloyd is an athlete, and a very powerful young nian. Any nurse would be quite powerless to prevent 
his running out of the ward, even if she were at his bedside, and no number of electric bells could provide , 
means for preventing an isolated case like that, and.which might never occur again. 

2101. Are the kitchen appliances satisfactory? No ; great improvements are required there. 
2102. What becomes of the refuse? I believe it is sent to the Government farm to fe~d the pigs. 
2103. Can you suggest anything further in the direction ~f reducing expenditure? Nothing beyond 

what I have said. I think the diet is very liberal here. Certainly it is more liberal than in any other 
hospital I have been connected with. 

2104. Do you think a homrnopathic ward should be established in the Hospital ? I am afraid it would 
disorganise the Hospital. You would want a separate nursing staff for that particular ward, and I do not 
think any allopathic House Surgeon would treat homrnopathic patients duaing the absence of the honorary 
medical officer. · 

2105. Would a saving be effected if the working of the different Government establishments were 
made similar? I think pr!)bably it would be more economical. · 

2106. Do you think it would be desirable to have a General Inspecting Officer of Charities for the 
South and one for the North? I think they would be very important posts, and would require a great 
deal of care in t~e appointments, and in carrying out the duties. · . · 

2107. Would a saving to the State be effected by such appointments? Probably a saving might be 
effected, but I have not studied the question sufficiently to give an opinion on the subject. 

2108. Can you suggest any alte1;ation for the better working of the Hobart Hospital? Nothing 
further than I have stated. · 

2109. Would you approve of making the Hospital partly self-supporting? Yes, if it could be done 
without militating against its usefulness there could be no objection. · 

WEDNESDAY, 4 APRIL, 1888. 

DR. PARKINSON'S examination, continued. 

He desired to~point out in what way the expense of the Hospital, if it were considered essential, might be 
reduced; and said :-Of course· I think it can be reduced. I do not say that there is any money wasted 
now, but if it :were thou$'ht necessary to spend less the way in which such reduction could be made; I think, 
would be, firstly, by making patients do some work, and dispensing with one of the male servants and 
one or two of the female cleaners. Then the diet is very liberal, everybody getting as . much as 
they -require, and probably more than they get in other hospitals. The washing is a large item, which I do 
not think should be included in the cost of the Institution at all. It costs the Government nothing, as it is 
done in the Gaol, but we are put down for £300 in the cost of the Institution. Of course they may say 
that if they do not do our washing in the Gaol they might do the washing of half the town; but I do not 
think they could, or would be allowed to do so. It is not a proper charge to the cost of this Institution. 
Then I think the funeral expenses are heav_v. There is £80 this year for funerals, and looking at the 
accounts of the Sydney Hospitals, where there are far more deaths, I see there is only about £33 put down 
for the Prince Alfred Hospital. Of the 150 who die here 40 or 50 are buried as paupers, and if some 
pressure were brought to bear in some cases friends could be made to bury their relatives. 

2110. By JWr. Gill.-What i::; the cost per funeral? About 36s., and the total cost for the year is. 
£80. It was £65 last year. These are the particular ways in whid1 I think expenditure could be reduced. 

2111. Would you approve of making the Institution self-supporting by adding wards fo1· paying 
patients, &c.? I do not clearly see what yon mean. Do you mean purely private wards for medical men 
to have their own patients in? 

2112. Something after the plan of the Prince Alfred Hospital in Sydney? Yes, but I think the. 
proper place for private hospital patients is in private hospitals. 'l'here wonlcl be a great many difficulties. 
in the way of having paying wards for private practitioners' patients. 

· 2113. Do you know anything of the Cascades Asyltim ? No, I do: not know anything of the internal 
working of it. 
· 2114. Would you think from your experience in your profe~sion that it would be wise to leave that. 

Hospital without a medical officer in charge, resident there ? · No, I do not think it would be wise. 
2115. Is it usual? No ; certainly not with insane patients. 

· 2116. Are any claims made on relatives for funeral expenses ? The Government cannot claim for . 
funeral expenses ; they can only claim for maintenance in the Hospital. I think there are patients in the·· 
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Institution who are charged more than their maintenance. The late Count Plessen and Mr. Grant were 
charged 12s. 6d. per day, and that must be charging for medical attendance, as it comes to £220 a-year, 
and the average cost of maintenance is £73. I do not think they can be legally charged so much for 
maintenance, exclusive of medical attendance, which is not a legal charge in the Hospital. 

2117. By the Clwfrman.-Did Mr. Grant or the late Count Plessen get anything specifically extra? 
No, I do not think they got anything extra. ]\-o wines, for they supplied their own wines. They did not 
cost !Ilore than other patients, and yet are charged more, and the Hospital gets the benefit, though the 
Institution is only allowed to charge for maintenance. 

2118. Were they treated the same? There was no extra treatment, and their diet was no better than 
any other patients. 

2119. Suppose a.reduction.of expenditure were made in the directions you have indicated, would it 
impair the efficiency of the institution? I do not think it would be any benefit to the Hospital, and might 
cause a. great deal of friction in requiring patients and almost forcing them to assist. Unless it is considered 
absolutely necessary to reduce the expenditure, I do not think it would be advisable to do so. 

2120. Do ·you think you are over-officered, or have more attendants thai1 are necessary for efficiency ? 
At times there are men who have not a great deal to do, but the work varies here, and occasionally they 
have a great deal to do. This cannot be prevented, as you cannot get rid of men, and re-engage them 
when they are required. 

2121. Have you a lock-ward? Yes, and Collins is in charge ofit. 
2122. That ward is mostly occupied? There are generally three or four patients in it, but at times 

only one or two. 
2123. But you could not be certain of securing his services? No, that is it. Then there is the cells 

attendant, who sometimes has three or four cases, and sometimes n01ie ; but has also the boilers and 
morgue to look after, whpe patients under observation as suspected lunatics take most of his time. 

2124. Then the cases you mention are scarcely the direction in which reductions could be fairly made? 
Only if it is consi,dered desirable that the patients should ;:.issist in the work. Of course it is the rule now 
that patients should assist if the medical officer desires them. 

2125. Would you advise such reductions being made ?-would you take the responsibility? No, I 
should not advisP. adopting them; but ifit is considered absolutely necessary th~t the expenditure should 
be Teduced, this is the way I would set about it. 

2126. You do not make use of the patients now? Yes, but it might be extended. 
2127. By Mr. B1·omn.-How many beds have you at the present time? We have 138 beds, besides 

·six single rooms for patients under observation. 
2128. How many patients? At present 99. 
3129. A.re you satisfied with the bath accommodation at the Hospital, especially in the male building? 

It is not all that could be desired. . 
2130. And the water-closets in the old building? No ; I am not satisfied with them. 
2131. Would you advise anything with reference to them? Yes. They are an obsolete style, and in 

a very poor state. _ They are water-closets, but I would recommend something more modern in design. 
They are also inconveniently placed. You have to go through one ward to another to be able to get to the 
three closets, which are placed tog~ther at the end of the verandah. I think there should be a closet leading 
out of each ward, and a bath also, if possible. 

2132.· That is what I asked you with reference to the baths? It would be desirable to have baths 
attached to each ward in making new closets to connect with each ward. We could manage with the present 
baths, and always have a bath for a patient, the only difficulty being in having to take the patients such a 
µistance. 

2133. By the Chairman.-I gather from wl:at you say that you strongly recommend improvements in 
that direction? Yes ; I strongly recommend having baths and closets to each ward. 

2134. By Mr. Brnmn.-At any rate you strongly recommend the closets being improyed? Yes. 
2135. Do you ever have any Chinese in the Hospi.tal? I do not know that I remember one. 
2136. Do you ever have any prisoners in the Hospital? Yes, we have had prisoners. 
2137. How are you credited with them? I think we are credited, but the Secretary will be able to 

tell y~m. . 
2138. We have heard a great deal about stained linen: can you give the Commission any idea how this 

matter of stained linen is always cropping up? I am unable to say. · 
2138B. But can you give ·us any reason why it always crops up ?-are not the sheets sometimes. 

stained with iodine? I have seen a g1;eat many so stained. 
2139. You attribute it to that? I have not heard any complaints about stained linen. 
2140. Mr. Grant says a man came into the Hospital after much persuasion, and seeing some iodine 

stains on the bedding, said he was not going into a bed where a man had been cut up? That is certainly 
an illusion. · Every patient coming to the Hospital is put into a clean bed. 

2141. Would a strip of matting going down the centre of the wards be at all injurious? I think it 
would be a great advantage in preventing noise in the wards, and also in preventing the chance of slipping 
on the polished floor11. · 

2142. You would recommend something of the sort? Yes, I would, very strongly. 

,. 
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2143. Do patients leaving the Institution ever apply for funds to assist them? We have a fund from 

which we supply funds to help them for the· time being if they wan't and deserve it. 
2144. Where do you get those funds from? From voluntary: contributions. There is a box at Mr. 

Miller's, which is the principal source of supply. 
2145. It is entirely voluntary? Yes. I think there is an am:mnt of £125 to the credit of the fund 

at- present. 
2146. By D1·. Huston.-Is it freely given? Yes. It is subject to the control of the Finance Com

mittee, but it is practically in my hands. I enquire into the circumstances, and if the case is a deserving 
one give money. 

2147. Is it.generally known that there is such a funcl? I do not know whether it is generally known, 
but I think the nurses or sisters tell the patients.who are troubled about what they can do when they go out 
to go to the doctor. 

2148. Should it not be made known in some wav? Of course if it· were advertised it would be ·very 
largely applied for. • 

2149. By J.lfr. Brorvn.-Is it largely availed of? No, not largely, but moderately. The Secretary 
will give you the exact figures. Sometimes as much as £1 is given. A man may be able to get work. by 
going to the N ort~ or to the mines, and we give him his railway fare. 

2150. By J.11r. Gill.-Is there-a Hospital Sunday contribution? No. 

DR; JAMES LEVER called in and exaviimd.: 

2151. By Dr. Huston.-You are? Assistant House Snrgeon and Dispenser at this Hospital. 
2152. How long have you held that appointment? Four years on the 1st of May next. 
2153. And during that time has your position been an amicable one with the honorary medical officers 

and your immediate superiors and other officers-have you worked amicably with the rest of the staff'! 
Yes,_very fairly. 

2154. Have you had any clashing or friction with the honorary medical officers? None whatever. 
2155. And your r~lations with Dr. Parkinson, have they been satisfactory? Tolerably so. 
2J_5o. Have you any complaint to make? No; no complair,t to make. 
2157. Have you any special duties connected with the internal arrangements of the Hospital.? My 

chief duty is in the dispensary. 
2158. For the out-patients?· Occasionally ; but my chief duty is to do .the dispensing work, both for 

the house and for the out-patients. Next to that, to relieve the House Surgeon when he is absent. 
2159. Do you not take -your turn at the Hospital duties? Yes. We take alternate mornings at the 

front wards and back. 

2160. I mean in reference to being off duty to-day and on next day? Yes. I take equal time for 
duty_ and absence with the House Surgeo.n .. 

2161. And you iind that' works safa1factorily? Yes ; that works pretty welL 
2162. Do you remember a patient named M'Donald being at the Hospital, and requiring a catheter 

instrument? I do not recollect -the case. 
2163; We have no dates to refer you to, only the man's ,name. There is a statement made here that 

he left with_a catheter in his urethra, without having been relieved, and·went to a private practitioner in 
town and had an operation performed. The man's name is said to be M'Donald? I have absolutely no 
knowledge of the case. 

2164. Can you, by referring to your books, tell if there was a patient of that name ? Yes, if I had any 
idea of the date. · 

2165. There is a bold statement-made, about it. Do you record all the out-patient cases? Yes, there 
is a book for that purpose which the -House Surgeon keeps. I only enter for him in his absence. The 
out-patients get an order in a form which is torn .out of a book, and the names are written on the butt. 

2166. Perhaps you will kindly look up M'Donald's case in a day m· two, and see if he was an out-
patient? Y.es. · 

2167. I think the statement is as to having; a .catheter inserted in his urethra, and.withdrew it himself? 
The. case never caI,Irn under. my notice. As to incpatients it is a very common thing to leave a catheter in 
for hours or even days, perhaps. I will ·attempt to find out the case; 

2168. You have,a,.man.nawed Ch_ester here.now? Yes, he is a lunatic under observation. 
2169. Do you know anything. about Callan'.s. case,? '.l'here- was a man named Calla.n, a typhoid 

patient, and while delirious lie is supposed to have jump_ed 'from a window. There ·is no evidence of th:e fact 
except that his ankle was strained .. He was found.on the gxound.·with his- ankle strained, but there was 
really no proof beyond that to show that he had·got out of the window. 

21'70; Was Ms head injured at all? No, not in the least. He could.have dropped from the window 
without hurting himself.: 

2171. Could you say. there was any blame attached in that case_ to. anyone? No, I cou1d not say 
there was any blame, . . 
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2172. Was the nurse in any way to blame? No, because one nurse might have to go to two or three 

wards. 

2173. Was blame attachable to anyone in that case? No, I do not think it could be. 
~174. Had any means been taken to restrain him in any way, or was it a case for personal restraint? 

He did not seem to be a man who would be likely to make any attempt to get out of bed. 
2175. He died afterwards? Yes. 

2176. Do you agree with the opinion expressed, first of all that it was a case ·of murder, and after
wards a case ofmanslaughter? No, very far from it. 

2177. What did he die of? Typhoid fever. 
2278. Were you present at the post-mortem? I am not perfectly certain from memory that I did not 

see the post-morte'/li with Dr. Giblin. . · 

2179. Did Dr. Giblin make the post-mo1·tem examination? Yes, I think he did. 
2180. What kind of provisions do you get here-you have something to do with that? Occasionally. 

As a general rule, good ; but once in a way a bad article is supplied. 
2181. What articles? Butter and potatoes 1 have seen bad more than once. 
2182. What did you do then ? Returned them. 

2183. Did not give them to the patients ? Not if it could be helped; but freq~ently it was not d.is
. covered till these articles were served up. 

2184. Do the patients complain? They have occasionally. · 
2185. What takes place then? Then the matter is investigated at once, and if the article is really 

found to be bad it is returned promptly. . 
2186. Suppose there is a complaint of food at dinner time, and the patients turn up their noses at 

meat, hread, or vegetables, what do you do then? There is no help for it in that case, as there would be no 
fur~her supply for the time. 

2187. Does it not involve the necessity for provisions being examined before they leave the kitchen? 
They should be. 

2188. As a matter of fact are provisions examined before being issued to patients? I think the 
Secretary visits the kitchen every day. The Secretary as storekeeper usually attends to that part of the 
work. 

2189. Is it no part of the duty of the House Surgeon ? If he sees anything to complain of he calls 
the House Surgeon's attention to it. 

2190. Is the cooking done well? Pretty fairly, but sometimes it is not done well. 
2191. In what way? Meat is sometimes not well cooked, and complaints are made of chops being 

dried up, or fish not cooked. 
2192. Do you often get complaints of that kind? Not often; but occasionally. 
2193. Where do you get the milk from? From two or three somces. From the Government farm, 

and, I think, some comes from Brown's River, and some comes in by train. 
2194. Is that always good? Yes. I think the milk is always very good. 
2195. Do you scald it? I believe it is always scalded. 
2196. Have you personally had any strained relations with the Matron or female staff? At one time 

I had with one of the sisters. 
2197. You mean in Mrs. Wilson's case? Mrs. Wilson's case arose partly out of it? I had some 

cause to complain of Miss Turnbull for neglect of duty, and that led to the trouble with Mrs. Wilson and 
her resignation. Miss Turnbull, the nurse I complained of, is still here. 

2198. Have you had any reason to complain of her since? Not since . 
. 2199. Bv Mr. Lervis.-Do you do dispensing work for any other charitable institution? I supply 

:medicines to the Gaol, and occasionally make up special prescriptions for the Gaol. I also supply medicines 
for the Cascades. 

2200. You speak of medicines for the Cascades-do you supply these medicines on the prescriptions of 
Dr. Coverdale ? Not on prescriptions. He sends a requisition for them in bulk. 

2201. Does anybody go through the wards at meal times to ask if there are any complaints? I do 
not think it is the case during meal times. 

2202. If a patient has any complaint to make how is it made? To the nurses. 
2203. Is it the duty of the nurses to report such complaints? Yes, to report anything of the kind. 
2204. Is it one of the regulations? I do not know whether it is a regulation, but it is understood,. 

and always done. 
2205. Is it possible for a patient to make a complaint without such complaint being recorded or 

coming to the knowledge of the authorities? I think in every case where a complaint is made it is 
reported. · 

,2206. By the Chairman.-At all events, ifa complaint is made it is attended to at once? Itis never 
neglected that I know. 

2207. By Mr. Lervis.-As far as you know7 Miss Turnbull's conduct has given every satisfaction? 
lthink so. 
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2208. Do you think that it would be advisable for the dispensing required for all the charitable 

institutions in Hobart to be <lone at the Hospital? No, I <lo not think it could be done. It wouid be more 
than could be carried out, unless a dispenser was appointed. for the purpose. At .P'.esent there 1s a great 
deal of work in dispensing prescriptions for the Hospital itself, and supplying medicmes for the Gaol, and 
in dispensing for the Government officers and private practitioners who mark their prescriptions as having 
been given without fees. · 

2209. By the Cltairman.-Do you do any dispensing work for New Town? No. 
2210. By M1·. Dobbie.-Do you see the out-patients that come to the· Hospital? I see them in 

giving them medicines. 
2211. But do you see the whole of them-do all get medicines? Nearly all ; the majority do. 
2212. From your knowledge do you thii:ik them all suitable cases for obtaining relief at the Hospital? 

I think occasionally patients get in who can afford to pay. 
2213. Do you think there are many patients coming who ought not to come? I think it is done, 
2214. In many cases? Not in many cases. 
2215. Could you suggest any means of preventing that? Hardly. They are supposed to be enquired 

into by the Benevolent Society Officer before they come. 
2216. Are the cases you have referred to such as would not come if there were proper enquiry? I 

think there are cases which could not come if there were proper enquiry. 
2217. Do you think the enquiry instituted sufficient? No, I hardly think it can be sufficient. 
2218. How does the nursing staff work? I think they work very well indeed. There have been a 

great many new nurses and they are not all thoroughly acquainted with their duties, but taking them as a 
whole they work very well indeed. 

2219. And the management of the nursing staff by the Matron, how does that work? Pretty fairly. 
2220. As Assistant House Surgeon have you anything to complain of in that respect? No. 
2221. By the C!tairman.-With reference to these prescriptions you get from outside medical men 

attending poor patients, do you get a certificate likewise from Mr. Witt, the, Benevolent Society Officer? 
No, not in those cases in which" no fees" is marked on the prescription, as it is not required. 

2222. Do you think the Institution is imposed upon in these cases? In these cases I cannot tell. It 
depends entirely upon the medical man giving the prescription who initials it and marks "no fees" upon it. 

2223. Ry Mr. Gill.-Do you think this Institution is as economically managed as it might be? I can 
hardly see where any alteration could be brought about to advantage in the way of greater economy. 

. 2224. You cannot suggest any w~y in which a saving could be effected without loss of efficiency? No. 
2225. Do you think private wards for paying patients could be added to the Institution as a means of 

making it self-supporting or assisting to pay? It certainly would assist to pay some of the expenses, but it
is held to be objectionable in other.ways by medical men. 

2226. Do you think that if there were more and better accommodation for cases like Mr. Grant's and 
the late Count Plessen's it would. be a great help to the Hospital? It would certainly increase the funds. 

2227. Do you think any revenue could be obtained from students from the other colonies being allowed 
to come over here to take a course of study for a year upon payment of fees? It is open to students now, 
and regulations were made for them. 

2228. Do you know anything of the working of the Hospitals in Sydney-of Prince Alfred Hospital, 
for instance? No, I am not acquainted with it. . 

2229. Is your nursing staff sufficient? I think so. 
2230. Would you be in favour of the establishment of a homreopathic ward-do you think it at all 

necessary here? I scarcely see any advantage to be derived from it. 
2231. By the Chairman.-Suppose there was a homreopathic ward here would it clash at all witl1 your 

-dispensary work? It very probably would do so to a great extent. 
2232. It would require a special dispenser? A special dispenser and a special supply of medicines. 
2233. By Dr. Huston.-How .are students admitted? Application is made to the Board through 

the Secretary. There are regulations as to their fees, which are printed in the Book of Regulations. 
2234. Where do the fees go to ? They are paid into a separate fund, whit:11 has been lately applied in 

payment to the ins tmctor of students. · _ 
2235. Who has charge of the teaching? It has been usual for the Assistant Honse Surgeon to have 

this char~e. I have had charge since I have been here. · 
2236. Do you get any salary? Yes. I get some remune.ration when there are pupils, but nothing if 

there are no pupils. There is no fixed scale of remuneration. 
2237. Are the pupils subject to your supervision? Yes, during the time they are attending. 

2238. By M1·. Rooke.-The medical officers who attend this Hospital have wards? Yes, each one 
has his ward. 

2239. Does that work satisfactorily? Yes. I think it is as good an arrangement as can be made. 
2240. How many are there? Four. · 
2241. Do you think that is sufficient? Quite. 
2242. Do you think it would work better to have consulting honorary medical officers with the foll 

responsibility attaching to the House Surgeon? I think the present system works best. 
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2243. You dispense the medicines here? Yes, and also to the out-door patients. 
2244. Do you think the present system of getting medicines the best, or would you prefer to get 

,supplies as wanted? I think it is less expensive to get our medicines in large quantities from England. 
2245. Don't you find that the medicines get out of date? Of the old drugs a great many have gone 

,out of date, and some have gone bad from age, but not those obtained of late years. 
2246. How often do you requisition for drugs? Twice a year. 

2247. Supposing you run out of drugs? The cl1emist in town (Mr. Miller) has a contract to supply 
what is required at so much per cent. in advance of English prices. I think it is 33½ per cent. 

2248. By Mr. B1·orvn.-Is it usual in all hospitals and institutions for soiled linen to be used, soiled 
with iodine for instance? Yes, I think it is unavoidable ; it may spoil the appearance, but it does not alter 
the article. A good deal of that is in use at the present time. 

MR. JAMES SAMUEL MORRIS called in and examined. 

2249. By Mr. Roohe.-What is your name? James Samuel Morris. 
2250. What position do you hold? I am Secretary, House Steward, Clerk, and Storekeeper. 
2251. You issue out the rations? Yes, but the Lady Superintendent has charge of the stores. She 

-comes to me for everything, and I send the requisition in and receive the things. They are then banded 
over to the Lady Superintendent, placed by he,· in the store up stairs, and issued by her as required. 

2252. How is the store accommodation? ,At present the store accommodation is bad; the stores have 
to be carried up stairs and back again as required. · 

2253. Do you consider the arrangements for cooking satisfar:-tory? Yes, but the kitchen is very old. 
There was money voted last Parliament for a new kitchen. 

2254. What is the amount per annum that is derived from paying patients? About £800. That is 
stated in the annual report. The report states it is satisfactory to note that during the past few years the 
amount of money received from patients who were able, either in whole or part, to pay for their main
tenance has shown a steady increase. In 1882, £222 16s. lld. was collected; in 18tl3, £470 ls. 2d.; 
in 1884, £593 5s. 8d. ; in 1885, £613 8.~. ; in 1886, £789 12s. 3d. ; and for the past year £884. 

2255. Do you find any difficulty in collecting the ~oney ? Yes. 
2256. How is it collected? We have a form which is filled up, giving the names of the patients, 

,date of admission, age, and disease from which the patient is suffering, and other particulars. That is sent 
out in the case of l!ountry patients to the Superintendent of Police in the district where the patient resides, 
and he sends back a report as to the circumstances of the patient, which is laid before the Finance Com
mittee. The Committee then fixes the fees, and particulars of the account is sent to the S nperintendent of. 
Police, who collects it if he can. I get in reports now and again from the collectors. · 

2257. Is there much not collected? A great deal. 
2258. How much in proportion to the amount collected? Last year there were £800 collected, but 

there would have been as much again if everybody had paid. I know of several cases, where the fees 
have been fixed as low as 2s. a day, but the bills have mounted up to £30. 

2259. Is there any fixed rate of charging? Five shillings a day is the ordinary charge for persons 
entering the Hospital. Some are charged even a little more than that, but the majority are charged from. 
ls. 6d. a day to 5s. 

2260. What is the average cost per bed? It has been £68 for the last five years. 
2261. You have charge of the medical comforts, such as wine and spirits? Yes, I have an order' for 

·everything used from the doctor. There was a large increase last year in almost everything used. 
2262. ];:[ow do you account for that? Number of cases of typhoid fever treated. 
2263. It did not occur through any change of system? ·Not at all. 
2264. Are the wines, &c. good? There was a meeting of the honorary medical officers not very long 

ago, and they represented the matter to the Government, and a better supply has been obtained. 
2265. How long have you been in your present position? Six years. 
2266. Can· you point out to the Commission where any expense can be saved in the general manage

ment of the Institution ? No, I cannot; everything is kept down as much as it can be consistent with 
efficiency. 

2267. Are there any Chinese patients? I do not recollect seeing more than two Chinamen since I 
have been here. There was once the cook of a vessel sometime in the Hosp\ . .,l, and his fees were paid by. 
the master of the ship. 

2268. Are there any improvements you can suggest in the outbuildings? No, they are just on with 
some improvements now-they are soon going on with a new kitchen. 

2269. Do you think the baths sufficient? I think so. Of course, in a large establishment like thi~,. 
things are nearly always getting out of order. 'I.'here is nothing calling for immediate improvement? I 
pointed out to some of the Members of the Board that there was water dripping from each cistern in· the 
new Hospital. 

2270 .. Do you economise the fat and refuse? That all goes -0ut to the New Town Farm. Nothing_ 
goes to waste. · · 
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2271. By Dr. Huston.-You are responsible for collecting the fees? No, I iustrncl the Superinten--

tendents of Police in the different country districts. . 
2272. How is it managed in the Town district? Mr. Catley collects these. 
2273. Are the fees collected on commission? Ye~, at 10 per cent. 
2274; Who gets that commission? In country districts the Superintendents of Police, and Mr. 

Catley also gets 10 per cent. There is more trouble in collecting the fees than in anything else in connection 
with the Hospital with regard to my work. 

2275. You say the fees are fixed shortly after the patient comes in. Yes, after we get the particulars. 
2276. Don't you often let patients be in the Hospital a long time before getting the particulars? Yes, 

and very often I cannot find out particulars. Sometimes it took months to find out the locality to which a 
patient of the tramp class belonged. Every effort was used to collect the fees in town, and they were 
continually bringing people up at the Police Court for nonpayment of fees. Sometimes the Magistrate 
gave an order to liave the money paid up in instalments, and sometimes he gave no order at all. 

2277. By J.l:fr. Roolw.-Are there any fees collected before the patients go out? Very seldom. 
2278. Don't you ·think it would be much better to do so? I got instmctions to do that, but on several·. 

occasions, when I went to patients who were bad and told them or their friends, they were removed from. 
the Hospital. 

2279. By Dr. Huston.-You are a,vare, that out at New Nodolk Asylum the patients are paid for· 
every month. Yes; out at New Norfolk they go in for such a long time. 

2280. By .illr. Roolw.-Don't you think the system could be improved so that so much money would 
not be left uncollected? I think they should appoint somebody as Bailiff to the Institution, instead of 
leaving it to the Collectors. 

2281. You think it wants a different system? Yes ; that would bring about a better system. 
2282. By Jlfr. Bromn.-Havc you ever any prisoners in the Hospital? Yes, one. 
·2283. How did you charge that patient? We book credit for the fees, but no money actually passed. 

There was only one prisoner last year. The same rule applies to members of the Permanent Force. We· 
take credit for them in the same way. 

2284. By Dr. Huston.-Thc washing is done at the Gaol? Yes, the washing for the Hospital; but 
not for the nurses home. 

2285. The Hospital is charged with that? Yes. 
2286. To what extent? About £250. It was over £300 a year, but we objected to the hicrh charge. 

They charged us as high as 6d. for each article, such as quilts, &c., and the Government wrote to know how 
it was that in Launceston the charge was so much less than it was in Hobart; so the Superintendent of the 
Gaol made a reduction of nearly 50 per cent. 

2287. How are you charged from the Gaol? They send me in the bill, and I send it on to the Stores 
Office. I debit the Hospital with it, and the Treasury also debits us and gives the Gaol credit for it. No 
money passes hands. 

2288. What about the medicines supplied to the Gaol? _For that we get credit at so much per patient 
per day. 

2289. By Mr. Bromn.-But again no money passes? No, but if we only send a knife to be repaired 
they charge for it. 

2290. By Mr. Rooke.-Do you find that there is any difficulty in getting repairs executed? If there
are any immediate repairs required, such as a pipe burst, I send in a requisition to the Government, and at· 
the same time send for a plumber. 

,2291. Then you do not find any difficulty in getting repairs? Not in the long run. 
2292. By Dr. Huston.-There is a fund called the Samaritan fund? Yes, it is collected by private 

subscriptions. 
2293. How is that fund used? It is used on the certificate of the House Surgeon, and is given to 

necessitous patients when leaving the Hospital. No money is given to the patient, unless one shilling for a 
night's lodging or anything like that, but we pay their passages to the place they are going. For instance, 
if a patient on being discharged wishes to go to New Norfolk, he is sent down to the steamer llionarch or 
the train in charge of one of-the attendants, who pays the person's passage. 

2294. Is aid from this fund frequently applied for? I have a list of each month's expenditure. vVe 
have expended £2 18s. a month, 15s., 5s., and down to 3s. and 2s. 6d. I get a receipt from each patient as. 
they leave the Institution, and every month that is placed with all particulars before the Finance 
Committee. 

2295. By Mr. Rooke.-Is it generally known in the Hospital that there is such a fund· for the relief 
of poor patients? Oh, yes. We never send anybody away unless they have a place to go to. If they have 
no money, their passage is paid where they want to go to. · We seldom give a patient any money. 

2296. There is another fund-a Medical· Students' Fund? Yes; and that is partly given to the· 
Assistant House Surgeon, who has charge of the students. It is given by order of the Board of 
Management. · 

2297. By M1·. Dobbw.-Does he get the whole of these fee~? No. 
2298. On what principle, then, are they distributed? On no principle at all. 
2299 •. Well, how are they distributed ? The fees are paid into the bank, and the Board takes Dr~ 

Lever's services into consideration, and allows him for work performed. 
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-2300. What becomes of the residue ? It is left in the banK, and sometimes part of it is applied for the 

iinstruction of students. They recently got a skeleton which cost £HJ or £20. 
2301. Then it accumulates into a fund for the benefit of pupils hereafter? Yes. 
2302. Have you a balance at present? Yes; £60 8s. 7d. 
2303. By Mr. Rooke.-What balance have you in the Samaritan Fund? £138 14s. 
2304. Do you think this fund might be better applied? The distribution of the fund might be applied 

more liberally to patients going out who are destitute. 

MR.. C. H. GRANT caUed in and examined. 

2305. By Mr. Rooke.-What is your name ? Charles H. Grant. 
2306. How long have you been a patient in the Hospital? Three weeks and two days. 
2307. Are you satisfied with your treatment generally? In every way. I am thoroughly satisfied 

·with the attendance and food·. Everything seems to me to be as comfortable as could be desired, not only 
for myself but for all other pei:sons. I was in the general ward 10 days before coming here. 

2308. Then you are of opinion that patients have every reason to be satisfied? Yes, so far as I have 
noticed. The food has been admirably cooked and well served for its class. 

2309. In fact, from your treatment you would recommend· anyone,to come to this Institution to be 
treated in a severe case? Most certainly·so. I thiuk it only requires that there should be private wards 
for people outside to take,more advantage of the Institution.. The medical attendance is all that could be 
desired. The honorary officers are very kind, and also the resident surgeons. I think the advantage of 
treatment here is so great that the outside publi,J would be glad to avail themselves of it providing that 
there were private wards, and that the medical profession could be arranged with. · 

. 2310. Do you think that if there were private wards they wquld be taken advantage of? I think so, 
to a great extent. Of course there are drawbacks in the general wards. If. a patient were nervous, and 
became acquainted with the ailments and heard the moans of others, he would not feel so comfort ableas in 
his own home. Otherwise the attendance is so good and uniform that it is preferable. 

2311. You are aware that there have been representations that people are not well treated here? I 
have heard so. 

2312. From your actual· experience you do not believe it? l do not' think they have any reason what-· 
ever for complaint. 

2313. You have had the same food and beef-tea as the others? Yes, and it was very good. 
2314. B.11 Dr. Hitston.-Are you satisfied with the fees they charge you? I do not know what it is 

yet; but I should be willing to send a cheque for anything charged. I think that those who can should pay,. 
and that there should be a scale of fees. Arrangements should also be made that private paying patients 
should have a different dietary if desired. · 

2315. By Mr: Brorvn.-Do you find the linen clean? Yes, and it is very frequently changed. 
2316. Have you seen stains upon it? . I have seen it stained from preparations such as nitrate of silver, 

iron, or iodine, and ignorant people might think t_hat that was caused by something else. 
2317. What do you think of the supervision? The system of supervision is very good, and the result 

.is that the patients are very well looked after. 

MR. PATRICK KENNAR., a Patient, .called in and examined. 

2318. What is your name ? Patrick Kennar. 
2319: How long have you been in the Hospital? A fortnight last Monday. 
2320. What did you come in with? Consumption. 
2321: Have you been treated well 7 Yes. 
2322. Is the attendance of the nurses good'? Yes; could not be better. 
2323. Has the food been good ? Yes. 
2824. What about the linen-do you get a change sufficiently often? Yes ; a clean shirt every week, 

,and the bed linen is changed frequently. 
2325. Is- the beef0 tea g9od:? Yes: 
2326. Have you anything to complain·of? No~ 
2327. You are really better treated'than·where you came from?' Y:es. 
2328. T,hat is yonr· decided opinion•? Yes. 
2329. You mix with the other patients? Yes. 

2330. Do they complain at all in your b'earing 7 Not in my hearing • 
. 2331.. They all seem to be satisfied? Yes, 
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THURSDAY, APRIL 5, 1888. 

MR. WILLIAM COLLINS called in and examined. 

2332. By tlie Chairman.-You are a Wardsman in the Hospital? Yes. 
2333. How long have you been here? · About 11 years. 
2334. Do you remember a man named M'Donald being treated here? Yes. 
2335. What was the case ? He was here two or three times. 
2336. Was he an in-door patient? He· was an in-door patient on three occasions. 
2337. Do you remember the occasion when he had something the matter with his bladder? It was· 

always a stoppage of water he suffered from. 
. 2338. As an in~door patient? Yes. He came in three times with a stoppage. The last time he was 
m was about 12 months ago, and he _stayed three days then. 

2339. From your knowledge was the man suffering from any neglect after an operation? No. He 
told me he had been in two or three times as an out-patient, but did not stop. 

2340. Did the man have any operation performed on him ? Only the instrument inserted to pass the 
water off. 

2341. Did he make any complaint? No. He was always very well pleased .. 
2342. By 11:fr. Dobbie.-To your knowledge did this person ever leave the Hospital with a catheter· 

in his urethra? No. As soon as we drew his water we took the instrument out. 
234-3. Could it have happened without your knowledge? No. 
2344. Were you always in the ward where this man was? No, not always there; but I was looking 

after it. 

2345. This patient was under your attention, and what is stated could not have happened without your 
knowledge? No. . 

2346. By .1lfr. B1:orvn.-The last time he came it was as an out-patient, and you attended on him. 
then ? I do not know what happened to him as an out-patient. 

2347. Do you know who treated him upon that occasion? Whichever doctor was on-I think it was
Dr. Parkinson. The man was very well satisfied whenever he was in the Hospital. 

2348. By Dr. Huston.-If that man states that he went away with a catheter in his bladder or in the 
passage to the bladder, and had to withdraw it himself, and then go to a private practitioner to get 
his water withdrawn, can that be the case? It might have been done when the man was an out-patient. 
I do not know anything about that. . 

2349. Are you in charge of the lock war~? Yes. 
2350. Is it generally full of patients-what is the average? There are generally seven or eight, some

times more, and sometimes only three or four. 
2351. Are there ever any complaints on the part of the patients? No. 
2352. They are satisfied with their treatment as a rule ? Yes. I could pick out 100 cases m town, 

all of whom were satisfied. 
2353. Make any complaints of their food? No, I have never hea,rd any complaints. 
2354. Or general attention? No complaints as to general attention either. 

MR. JAMES S. MORRIS recalled and examined. 

2355. By the Chairnian.-Do you remember anything about the case of a man named M'Donald? 
Yes.· 

2356. Will you tell the Commission what you remember about it, and what M'Donald complained of? 
He was charged ls. a day, being a Corporation labourer, and his bill came to 6s. When he brought it down 
to me he made a sort of half complaint to me that the place was not like it used to be, and he did not like 
the. treatment. I asked him if he was all right, and he said "Yes, all right." I said, "Suffering from a 
complaint like yours you may have to come to the Hospital again, and unless you have something definite 
to complain of you had better Iiot say anything about it." 

2357. Did you know anything about a catheter having been left in the man? No, I do not know 
anything about it, only that Dr. Lever has mentioned the matter to me this morning. He simply told me 
the place was not what it used to be. I have known him for many ·years, and told him he might be in
=¾::,<Tllin in a few days, and unless he had any great complaint he had better not say anything about it. 

2358. By J.Wr. Brorvn.-You only spoke to the man as an in-patient? That is all. 
2359. He was here as an out-patient? He was here frequently. 
2360. Patients might come here to have a catheter passed, of which you would not know anything 

about? Yes, many people might come for that purpose and I would not know anything about it. I know 
M'Donald has been here in the middle of the night with a stoppage in his water, and he has alw?,ys been 
·attended to when he came. 

2-'361. Do you remember who was medical attendant on the out-patients then? I tl1ink, Dr. Parkinson,. 
fur I remember the man telling me that Dr. Holden was always able to pass the catheter for him .. 
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MISS MUNRO called in and examined. 

2362. By the Cliairman.-You are Lady Superintendent of this Hospital, and are in charge of the 
nursing staff? Yes. . 

2363. Do you have any complaints ai all from the patients ? No, I cannot say I have any important 
complaints from patients. 

2364. How are your relations with the House Surgeon ? Very good. 
2365. And with the Board also ? Yes. 
2:366. With regard to the quarters for the nurses, are they what they should be ? They are satisfactory. 

They are very suitable, but not large enough. We have not sufficient sleeping accommodation for the 
~IB~ • . 

2367. You have had experience i~ other hospitals before you came here-do you approve of the system 
adopted here of giving the charge of the wards to three or four honorary medical officers. In Launceston, you 
know, the house surgeon has charge of the patients, and the honorary medical officers are merely consulted 
by him ; which of these systems do you prefer? I do not approve of the Launceston system, but I have 
not worked under that system. 

2368. In connection with this hospital there is what is called a Samaritan Fund? Yes. 
2369. Do you know how many patients become recipients? I do not know anything at all about it. 
2370. Do you not recommend any cases? No . 

. 2371. Do you think that many patients require assistance ? Yes, very many of them. 
2372. The general stores are handed over to your charge, I believe? The dry stores-yes. 
2373. Is the accommodation for these stores good?· It is rather high up, creating a difficulty m 

carrying things up and down. 
2374. You only get these stores once in six months, I believe? We requisition for them every six 

months, but they come up at any time. 
2375. Which plan do you think it would be better to adopt, to pay for stores as you require them or 

keep them in stock as at present.? It would be better to purchase as we require. 
2376. Is there any quantity of stores lying idle in consequence of the present system? A good deal. 

I think it would be preferable to purchase as we require. · 
2377. Is the food supplied to the patients satisfactory, in your opinion? It is ·very good indeed all 

through. 
2378. Do the patients ever complain of it ? Very seldom. 

. 2379. Is there anything at all that you could suggest as an improvement requiring immedinte attention? 
Our supply of linen is not always satisfactory. It was very short indeed when I came to the Hospital, and 
the linen we asked for in July last were only received in January and February of this year, and we 
have been very badly off for them. 

2380. Do you find any difficulty in getting these things when you report that they are wanted? Very 
great difficulty. As I have already said, the sheets asked for in July last year were only received during 
the last two months, and patients suffered a good deal in consequence. 

2381. You have patients under your care suffering from delirium tremens-do you find that satisfactory? 
I do not think we should have anything to do with male patients of this class. We find it a source of incon-
venience and trouble. · · 

2382. Are you of opinion that the nursing staff is sufficiently strong? Yes, there are sufficient nurses·. 
at present. 

2383. Is there anything else you would desire to add to the evidence you have given? Well, I might 
mention the accommodation at the Home. We have only accommodation for three night nurses, and three 
others have to be accommodated in a room above this board-room. 

Yes. 

2384. I suppose the supply of medical comforts for the patients is ample? Ye(,. 
2385. By Dr. Huston.-! think you stated that your relations with the medical staff are pleasant? 

2386. No strain? No; I have had no unpleasantness at all. 
2387. And your relations with the subalterns? There is no trouble whatever; all going on satisfactorily. 
2388. Are your relations with Nurse or Sister Turnbull satisfactory? Yes, quite. 
2389. You have stated that linen stores asked for last July were only just delivered-were they asked 

for last half-year or for the current half-year ?-you know that stores have to be requisitioned six months in 
advance? I did not think that was necessary. 

2390. When you asked ror them in July did you require them at once? Yes. 
2391. And you did not get them? No. 
2392. Is that usually the case? It is the first time I required anything. 
2393. You have no difficulty in getting stores required from the local storekeeper? Everything is 

handed over to me when it arrives. 
2394. Are you satisfied that the food is good and properly cooked? Yes, it is very good indeed for 

the patients. 
2395. Any complaints about the nurses' food in that way? They sometimes think it rather monotonous, 

and wanting in variety. 
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2396. Are they confined to the rations received in the Hospital? . Yes, we have a separate ration. 
2397. You get no extra food? No, nothing but the fixed diet. 
2398. By Mr. Dobbie.-Are you satisfied with the arrangement by which the dry stores are handed 

to you ? Yes, I think it is the best arrangement. 
2399. Is the nursing staff here.the same as at other hospitals, or larger? It is not so large as at,other 

hospitals elsewhere. . · 

2400. Then tl1e expense in that respect is not so great as in other hospitals with which you have 
had experience? No, except that in hospitals at home the salaries are not so high. The total expense 
here is not higher than elsewhere. 

2401. What would you think of Dr. Thompson's statement"that the salaries are simply wonderful here:? 
That would not apply to the nurses. From what I know of Sydney they ai:e a little higher there. 

2402. The number here is rather less·? Yes. 
,2403. What about the bathing accommodation.at the .hospital? .In the old hospital it is not very 

satisfactory.; but in the new it is very good. 
2404. Do you think the bathing accommodation in the old hospital requires improving? I do ·think 

so. 'l'he bath-room if' a small place in the same room where .the patients' dishes are washed up. 
2405. Would_you recommend alterations being made in that particular? Yes, I think so, and in the 

closets of the old hospital, too. · 
2406. As to the Nurses' Home, would you prefer the Home being on the Hospital , grounds ? I like 

that home over the road very well, except in winter, when it is trying for the nurses to ·have to cro~B the 
street. I think it is better to ·have the Home near the hospital buildings. 

2407. There is a proposal to erect a ·Home on the grounds? Yes, T think that"is sufficiently fa~ away 
from the hospital. 

2408. By M1·. Brown.-In connection with the night nurses, what ·arrangements have you for 
obtaining assistance should it be required? We have a sister in charge of the hospital at night, and she goes 
from one ·ward t9 .another. 

2409. But suppose extra assistance were required? iJf'there is any prospect of that, I tell the sister in 
-charge·to .wake one.of.the day nurses. · 

2410. Is there any telephonic communication between the Hospital and ·the Home? No. 
2410:A. Do you·notthirik that is desirable'! It would be very convenient. 

· 2411. Do you not think the different wards should have a strip of matting laid down their centres to 
·deaden the sound of walking? Something of the •kind is required occasionally, anil ·iii the accident ward it 
is very frequently required; but we do put down strips of,matting in serious cases. 

'2412. By Mr. Gill.-Have you ever been connected with a hospital where they l1ave paying patients 
-as ·-well:as ,free·? No. 

2413. How do you think it would do to have private wards for paying patients? I think it would be 
.a <good plan, for ·there ·is no -place in Hobart where ·private 'patients can be taken to. 

· 2414. You know that various remarks have been-made outside:about soiled linen for the patients' beds. 
Have yon not been compelled to use linen stained with iodine·? There are stains on some sheets ; I do not 
know whether it is ·iodine .or not. 

2415. Yon :know it to be the case that patients have mistaken these stains for blood marks ? Yes, and 
in cases where chloride of iron is used, for that makes the same stain. 

_·24l6. By Dr. Huston.-Are patients ·kept clean while under your care? Yes, I think so . 
. 2417. Do they ever make any complaints? I do not remember exactly any case ; but I know one, of 

,a mother-who complained ofher child's head not'being clean. 
2418. You do not recollect the name-was .it Evans? No, I ,do not. 
2419. Was the complaint-a fair one? -It ,might have been ; I .could not tell. The child was taken 

:home, and the mother said its head was not clean. 
2420. Was it in the Hospital any time? I think it was there for some considerable time. 

MISS .MARGARET ,J. T:URN,BULL calkd .in and examined. 

· '.2421. By tlte Clwirman.-You are a Sister attached to 'this Hospital? Yes. 
2422. How long ·have you been 'here ? Three years. 
2423. Do you find that your relations generally w.ith the Laqy Su,perintendent and the House-Surgeon 

are pleasant? Yes. . 
2424. There was some unpleasantness? Not since the arrival of the present Lady Superintendent. 
2425. Nor any unpleasantness with the honorary medical officers? No. 
2426. Are your q narters satisfactory? Yes, as ·far as the premises will admit. We have ~ot separate 

,bedrooms at present. · 

2427. Is the supply of food, the cooking, the bath rooms, &c., satisfactory to the patients? The 
J>atients do not complain with any reason; but sometimes, of course, patients complain without any .reason. 
The beef•tea may not be so good ·at one .time as another, but on fhe whole the food is very good. 
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2428. Is the bath accommodation sufficient? Quite sufficient. 
2429. Do you have anything t~ do with patients who are sent to the Hospital suffering from delirium 

tremens? Yes, female patients. 
2430. Is it satisfactory to have them here ?-are· they violent sometimes? . Yes, not so. much in cases 

of delfrium tremens as in cases of insanity. 
2431. Do you consider that works well, or does it upset the system at all? It upsets us a great deal, 

!J.S it takes two or three nurses to attend to one case at times. 
2432. Have you anything to complain of at all with reference to the management of the Institution? 

Nothing at all to complain of. 
2433. By Dr,. Huston.-You say everything works smoothly at the present time? Yes. 
2434. Without going into any particular case, there has been a time when things did not work so

smoothly? Yes, there was a time. 
2435. Can you say where the cause of that originated? I think, considering, I was so much mixed up• 

in the matter, it would be better to put that question to some one who could give an unbiased opinion. 
2436 .. You say yon sometimes do get complaints from patients? I cannot say T get complaints from 

. the patients, because my patients have not complained. 
2437. Do you know of any? No, I do not think I can state a case I know 0£ 
2438. Do they complain of their food? They may complain of its being too sweet or too salt. The 

butter or eggs may be bad at times, but it is not a regular thing. 
2439. Have such complaints been often made ? Not often. 
2440. If any complaint is made, would it be at once investigated, and measures taken to remedy it if 

cause of complaint existed? It would be reported by the Lady Superintendent to Mr. Morris, who would 
report to the grocer, and the article would be better next time. 

2441. As a matter of fact, have cases of that kind been properly remedied? I think so. 
. 2442. By J°Jlfr. Broron.-In speaking of the bath accommodation as being satisfactory, did you refer 
to the old Hospital? To the female wards only. 

2443. Is there sufficient bath accommodation in the old Hospital? I think so. You only want to 
bath one patient at a time. 
. 2444. We have it in evidence that there is a necessity for inereased bathing· accommodation? Well, I 
do not know the reasons for wishing-it to be increased. 

2445. By Jl:fr .. Gill.-Y ou have had a good deal of experience as a nurse? Yes. 
2446. Could you suggest any plan by which this Hospital could be worked better than it is? No. 
2447. Do you think it perfection, then? No, I do not think it perfection, but it is as good as any one 

'I have come across. It is very well managed indeed. 
2448. Do you think it would be well to have paying wards for private patients? That, I think, 

. would be a question for the doctors. . 
2449. They do not like it, of course, but would it be an advantage to the Hospital? You would have 

to increase the nursinp: staff. 
2450. Of course; but would it be an advantage to the Hospital? Yes, if arrangements were made for 

it. It would require a larger stafl of nurses, for paying patients would require better attention naturally .. 
2451. How many day nurses have you on duty at once? I have two, one junior and one senio!". 
2452. And a sister over these? Yes, in the day time ; but at night there is one sister in charge of the, 

whole. 
2453. Do you think tlrnt quite sufficient? Yes, the nurs_es who are on at night are senior nurses, 
2454. Suppose you have a refractory patient at night time, how do you anange for obtaining assist-· 

ance? We have bells by which the night sister can be summoned, and she can call another nnrs·e from 
the Home if it is required. 

2455. Have you any communication with the Home by telephone? No, the night sister has to go• 
across.· But as a mle we have not bad cases in each of the wards. 

2456. Would you suggest having the telephone laid on to the Home, so that you could communicate 
from the Hospital at any time? It might do, but I think it is hardly necessary, and it would result in the 
Lady Superintendent being called up to answer in every case. . 

2457. By 11:fr. Brorvn.-With regard to the sitting room in the new Hospital, is it in every way a 
convenience? I have not used it at all, but I should think it was. . 

2458. Has any complaint been made by any of the nurses as to the want of accommodation over there· 
either in the night and day sitting room? They are not allowed to sit in it in the night time. I should 
think it was quite suitable. · 

2459. By Dr. Huston.-At what time do the night nurses come on? At 9 o'clock, and are on duty 
till 7 o'clock in the morning. 

2460. By the Chairman.___..:_There have been several allusions as to what happened before. Now,. 
there was a complaint laid against you before, and after taking evidence you were exoneJ'ated,~is that 
so? Yes, that is so. 
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THURSDAY, APRIL 5, 1888. 
MR. CHARLES HARBOTTLE called in and examined. 

2461. What is your name? Charles Harbottle. 
2462. You were an inmate of the Hospital? Yes, in June, 1886. 
2463. How long were you there? About 27 days. 
2464. Did you have a private ward, or were you in the general room·? First of all I was in the accident 

ward, and afterwards in a room by myself. 
2465. You were some time in the general· ward? About a day and a-half in the accident ward. 

. 2466. You have been a member of the Hospital Board ex officio? Yes, and before I was a member 
ex ojficio, I was an elec_ted member. · 

2467. What is your opinion of the general treatment in this Hospital? My own opinion is that no 
words that any person can use could speak too highly in favour of the Institution. . 

2468. Was the attendance good? Yes, the attendance was good'ofboth nurses and doctors. The food 
,and anything else required did not require to be asked for; they seemed intuitively to guess what was required. 

2469. Then from what you saw around you, you thought the general body of the patients are well 
looked after? Yes, from what I saw in the accident ward. While I was in the private ward my wife W:18 

constantly coming backward and forward, and visiting the ordinary wards, and s_he saw there that the atten-
dance to the whole of the patients was the same as it had been to myself. · 

2470. Then you think that people can come here with perfect safety, and that there is nothing in the reports· 
about uncleanliness. Nothing could be cleaner, not only in my own bed, but also in the beds of the other patients. 

2471. We have been collectin!?' evidence about paying patients-do you .consider'the charges too high? 
I think they are very low indeed ; I do not ren;iember the amount I was charged, but I thought it low and 
very reasonable. 

2472. In connection with the paying patients do you t~ink it would be judicious or better fo1· the In 
stitution if private wards were allotted for paying patients? I know doctors are very much opposed to it, 
but from my own experience I think it would be a boon to. the community. 

2473. By Mr. Bromn.-The food you got was the same as was used in the Hospital generally? 
Yes, and the only thing that a person very fastidious could complain of was, perhaps, with reference to 
the beef-tea, that there was a little too much fat left on the top. Tha_t was a matter of cooking entirely. 
The cooking was very good, and the food of good quality, and generally speaking put before the patients 
in such a way that a fastidious person could not find fault. 

2474. By .11:lr. Lemis.-Did the account of charges rendered you incluue anything for medical 
attendance, or was it only for your maintenance while in the Hospital? I can hardly say, but I think it 
was just for maintenance in the Hospital. I can bring the "memo." down and have it added to my evidence. 

2475. If there were private wards would it not be necessary to have a charge made for medical 
attendance? I think so; and I think that people coming here as visitors from the other colonies and taking 
ill would be very g-Iad to have such accommodation, and woul<l not object to any charge for medical 
attendance if they could have the blessings of the-Hospital. 

2476. Coul<l not that difficulty be got over by h~ving this as a p.urely charitable institution, and having 
a private hospital quite distinct from this Hospital? I suppose so. At present there wotd<l certainly be a 
difficulty, as this Institution is entirely paid by the State. 

2477. By 1lfr. Roolte.-Are you a member of the Board now? No, I was only a member from June, 
1886, to last December. 

2478. What is your opinion as to how the Board is constituted ?-do you think that there are too many 
,or too few members? I think that with the Committees the Board is very well constituted indeed, through 
having some memben, appointed for the Finance Committee, and some for·t.he General Committee. 'l'hey 
·do the work amongst them, and bring it down to the general body. I think that perhaps if there is any 
fault at all ·it might be that you could do with a few less members, 

2479. Would you consider the Board improved if some of the members wei·e elected by the general 
public? No, I do not think so,-in faet I do not see .how you could elect from the general body. How 
would you make your electoral district ? · 

·. 2480. You think the public are already represented? Yes. 
· 2481. Suppose it was carried that subscriptions be given to the Hospital and that subscribers elect a 

certain number, would that be an improvement and make the Board more in touch with the pi1blic? That 
would do away with the entirely charitable. 

2482. Do you think that that would be better? I think the present system would be better until the 
ch·aracter of the Hospital is altered. 

2·1R3. There have been some strained relations in the Board? Yes. 
·. 2484. Do you think that had ariything to d.o with the pm-sonnel of the Board, or was it due to the 

management inside? I came iuto the Bo'ard during th!) squabble, and I think that the members of the 
Board did honestly and conscientiously what they believed to be correct. 

2485. Do you approve of the honorary medical officers voting and taking part in the deliberations of 
the Board? Yes, I <lo, because they devote a great deal of time to the hospital, and I think that they are 
almost better qualified to give an opinion on matters coming before the Board than the lay members. 

2486. Do you think the present system, of having wards and medical officers attached, a good one? 
Yes, I think it is good for the interests of the hospital an<l the public generally. 
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DR. GIBLIN called in and examined. 

2487. What is your name? E. 0. Giblin. 

· 2488. You are one of the honorary medical officers of' the Hospital ? I have been elected an honorary 
:medical officer, Lut rny appointment has not yet been gazetted. 

2489. But you know somethin(J' of the Hospital? Yes, I have been acting as honorary medical officer 
-for the last six weeks. "' 

2490. As far as you have seen of general management, are things going on satisfactorily? Very 
,satisfactorily indeed. I have never had a cause of complaint, or seen anything I have objected to. 

2491. You are aware of the practice at Launceston to have consulting surgeons, who_ are called in 
-when necessary ? Yes. 

2492. Do you think it would be a judicious change to have that here ? No, I think there would be 
too much work for the house surgeons, and far too much responsibility for young men. I should be sorry 

·to be one of them. 

2493. Do you think it would be judicious to extend the hospital accommodation, so as to include 
,,paying patients-that is, to have wards for paying patients? No. Under the present regulations a great 
many take advantage of the hospital, and obtain the best advice from the honorary medical officers, who 

·are in no w~y remunerated for that work. To extend that would, in my opinion, be a great injustice to 
medical men who are honorary medical officers. 

2494. You are a ware that there have been several cases reported in which it was said that there was 
neglect and ma] practice ? Yes. 

2495. Yon remember the case of Callan? Yes. 

2496. He died in the Hospital? Yes. 

2497. Did you attend the inquest? I made the post-mortem examination and. gave evidence at the 
·inquest. 

2498. What was your opinion of that case? He died of typhoid fever. He had all the symptoms of 
typhoid, and ulceration of the bowels. 

2499. Could it be possible that his death resulted from violence or from a fall?· He had also a bruise 
·on one of his ankles, which I believe occurred from the patient jumping out of the window. 

2500. Would that be sufficient to cause death? No; there was no evidence that it even accelerated 
death. There was no bruising or hemorrhage to show that jumping out of the window had a serious or 

·fatal effect. _ 

2501. If a case like that occurred in course of a number of years, would you consider it evidence of gross 
mismanagement? I think it is sufficient to make the authorities exercise due caution, hut I do not think 
·that they are to be charged with gross neglect or mismanagement because a delirious patient does such a 
thing. It I remember the case correctly, the patient up to that time had been quiet. 

250:2. It would not amount to manslaughter or murder? In no' sense of the word. The man did not 
,really die from the fall, but from typhoid. 

2503. Do you consi<ler the nursing staff efficient and effective? It appears to be so, if they are brought 
up to the number, but I think that there is sometimes a little difficulty in getting nurses. . 

2504. Do you consider the patients well attended night and day? Excellently; I thiuk they are well 
,_attended. 

2505. Can you ~uggest anything that wants immediate alteration or improvement? No; I think the 
Institution is an excellent one in every sense of the word. I know what the Hospital was 17 or 18 years 
,ago, when I was there for two years as a medical student, and I think it a far better Institution and far 
better managed than it was theu. 

2506. Have you known any case in which there was neglect or malpractice? None whatever; the 
,case of Free, of course, was the subject of public criticism, but in my opinion that was_ not malpractice. 

2507. By 11lr. Len,is.-From your knowledge of patients and public opinion in town, do you say that 
there is an entire want of confidence in the Hospital? No, the reverse is the case entirely. I have no 
,difficulty whatever.in getting patients to go into the Hospital, and that is the best answer to that question. 

2508. Do you think that sufficient is done in the Hospital to provide amusement to the patients, and 
pictures, ornaments, &c. ? Yes, I should say quite sufficient. I think it is a great mistake to do too much 
in that way, especially in sick wards. 'l'he difficulty: is rather to keep things quiet, and minimise the number 
,of visitors. 

2509. Are you in favour of providing wards for the reception of paying patients, whereby they would 
not only pay for maintenance, but also medical attendance? I think it would be inadvisable. 

2510. Do you think it fair to the medical profession that certain people, chiefly strangers, should be 
admitted to receive medical attendance free? Most unfair, if they are able to pay. 

2511. How would you remedy that-you cannot exclude them? No; but the remedy would be very 
,soon found if there were a sufficient number of such patients to make it worth anybody's while to build or 
furnish a private hospital. There are private hospitals in Melbourne and Sydney. 

2512. Do you think it is likely in the next few years that there will be sufficient inducement to 
:make any medical man undertake such a work? I have heard it mooted,. and such a thing has existed on 
a small scale in Hobart, in the time of the late Dr. Crowther. I belie;v.e .he had a .small hospital ri.t High-
.field Hall. · 
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2513. Even though there was a private hospital, you could not prevent anybody coming into the·· 

General Hospital? No, we could not prevent it, but it is a thing that should n0t be encouraged. My idea 
is that this Hospital is a charitable institution for poor people. It is· on that bn~is, and on that basis alone, 
that the honorary medical officers give their services. I think it should remain a charitable institution, 
and that any tendency to extend it in the direction indicated should be restricted. 

2514. By Dr. Huston.-Do you not think it would be .desirable to have a few more private rooms, 
supposing that parties who can pay expressed a wish to be taken to the Hospital? Yes, I think that there· 
are certain cases which are better treated in hospital-such as surgical cases-than in private houses. Un
less it was really a private hospital, I have no doubt the honorary medical officers would only be too glad 
to encourage such a thing as that if not carried too far. · 

2515. Do you not think it is desirable, as the accommodation is Hmited, to have added thl'ee or four 
private wards or rooms for patients of that class in case of accident, if they expressed a decided wish to be 
taken to the Hospital? I am not prepared to answer that question offhand. It would be advantageous to. 
the Hospital to have two or three small wards, which might be used on emergency, but I am not prepared 
to go the length of saying that they should be filled and used entirely by paying patients. The advantage 
of having small wards is apparent in the case of operations which have to be treated in separate rooms. I 
think it would be advantageous to an extent to have smaller wards. 

2516. By 111r. Dobbie.-If an operation has to be performed are the appliances all they should be?· 
So far as I know, they are. 

2517. Is there a proper table? There is no operating table with rack adjustments. 

DR. GAMALIEL BUTLER called and examined. 

2518. What is your name? Gamaliel Henry Butler. 
2519. You are attached to the Hospital as honorary medical officer? Yes. 
2520. How long have you been so? For the past 12 months. 
2521. Do you consider the present work in the Hospital satisfactory? Yes, as far as the nursing and 

medical staff is concerned, I consider it in a very good state. 
2522. You are a member of the Hospital Board? Yes. 
2523. Does that work well now ? Very well. 
2524. With regard to the election of members, do you think that there should be any improvement in 

the way of making it.niore in touch with the public? I think that there might be some scheme devised by 
which the Hospital might be made more of a charitable institution, supported in part by the public. 

2525. What do you mean? I think that the Board might be formed on something of the same basis as 
the hospitals at home,-that anyone who likes to subscribe a life sum, or _anyone who subscribes, say, five 
guineas per annum, should be a Governor, but not until he pays his second ~ubscription, in order to prevent 
packing at elections. Such subscribers to be Governors as long as their subscriptions continue, and a certain 
number of the Board should be elected by these Governors 3:ncl a certain number by the Government. 
I. think, however, that the honorary medical officers should not be elected in this manner, but by the Board,. 
as at present ; but then they would be elected partly by these Governors, so that the public would have a 
voice in their appointment. The Hospital would then be a charitable institution, not entirely under 
Government. ' · 

2526. Do you think that that would be an improvement? Yes. I think it would be a great improve
ment, and give the people in Hobart and the country more interest in if. 
. 2527. You have had a good deal of experience in English hospitals? I have seen several hospitals 

iii England, and have had a good deal to do with one, being resident one and a half years. 
2528. You know how it is worked in Launceston, namely consulting medical officer instead of honorary 

medical officer? I do not think that that would be an improvement. I think the present system is best. 
2529. In regard to paying patients, do you think it advisable to extend the accommodation for them ? 

I think that if it is to benefit wealthy people, who can afford to pay large fees, and who ,vould also pay the 
medical men attending them, such accommodation ought to be detached altogether from the General 
Hospital. 

2530. There_are a great many paying patients now? Yes, but the medical officers get no benefit.out 
of it. · 

2531. You are aware of the system of the collection of these fees .. Yes. They are collected in the· 
country districts by the superintendent of police, for which 10 per cent. is charged, and in town by a 
collector. · 

2532. Don't you think tliat that is too much? I do not think that there should be anything paid. It 
leads to ·extortion in many cases. 

2533. You are aware that a large amount is not collected? Yes. If you get a man that is not workincr 
for the work's sake, but for l1is own good, it does not suit him to p:·ess certain people. I think there should 
lie some discretion exercised, and more power should be in the hands of the Finance Committee. I think 
that some are hardly pressed in the.town, while in the country many escape. 

2534. Have you come across any case of neglect in the Hospital? I have not heard a patient complain.-. 
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2535. No case of medical neglect has come to your knowledge ? I\cme at all. From actual know
ledge. I only speak for my own patients, but have never heard of any belonging to the other honorary 
medical officers. 

2536. By Dr. Huston.-Do you think that the Board as at present constituted fairly represents the 
·public? Yes, I do ; but I think the public would have more interest in the working of the Hospital if 
they contributed something of the expense, ar:.d in that way had more control over the management. 

2537. Would it not cause friction? No, I do not think so. I -chink the two bodies would wm'k 
together, and I do not believe that it would lead to much alteration in-the Board. 

2538. What proportion of the Board would you suggest should be Elected by subscribers? I should 
· think about one-third. 

2539. By .J.11r. Dobbie.-Have you any idea as to what extent such a system as you ·have suggested 
· would be availed of by the public? I do not know ; it would be an experiment. I woL1ld make it com
pulsory to the extent that no man would be eligible for a seat on the Board unless he was a subscriber; 
and also that every honorary medical officer should be a subscriber of at least £5 fo. per annum. 

2540. Do yoL1 think the proposal is feasible? Yes, and I think it would'increase by degrees as people 
-·came to see that a certain advantage was to be gained by becoming a subscriber. Every subscriber,got-a 
certain number of recommendations for admiseion, and it was a great boon for a householder to be able to 
recommend a servant for admission. I think it woulcl work well, and perhaps in the en<l lead to the In

· stitutior. being entirely supported by the people, as it is in other parts of the world. 
2541. Supposing that system were carried into effect, what would yon mean by saying Lhe honorary 

medical officers should be appointed by the Board? There is generally only one honorary medical officer 
elected at a time, and it is an office that there is more competition'for than the ordinary membership, and 

·it has been found that it very often leads to a certaiu amount of getting subscriptions in for the time ·being 
until a candidate gets his appointment as medical officer, then the subscriptions lapse; thus a man who ha·s 
never done work, but has got money, gets in, whereas the man who has .a claim and no money does not get 
in. In such a system -a medical man should not be elected by the subscribers, but by the board. 

25-!2. Would you continue the official appointm,mt by the Governor in ·Council? Yes, that ·should 
be done as long- as the Government-continue to supply a portion of the income. 

2543. By Mr. Lervis.-Do you think it is possible to have every medical man sending his patients 
·into the Hospital and treating them there? No, I do not think it is practicable, because outside -medical 
men would be under no control. Our honorary medieal officer is .to a certain extent under control, and the 
Board can refuse to elect him if he does not do his duty properly, and there would be endless confusion_ 

--amongst nurses and the whole management. 
2544. For how long are they elected 1 For four years, but one retires every year. 
2545. Do you ·ever find any difficulty·in inducing your patients to come to the Hospital? Only for the 

reason that they could not afford to pay fees. That is the only difficulty I have had, otherwise they jump 
,at it as a rule. 

2546. Do you say that the public have confidence in the Hospital management? As far as I can 
judge. 

2547. Do you believe that the Institution is unpopular? No, I certainly do not believe that. 
2548. By Hr. Rvohe.-There are mles and regulations? Yes. 
2549. Have they been revised recently? No, but it was suggested that they be revised at the 

beginning of the year, and then it was thought better to wait until after the Commission sat. I think that 
it is necessary to ·revise them. 

2550. B;v Dr. Huston.-We have been told that some persons are cl1arged more than 3s. a day--:.can 
_you explain that? I suppose the reason is that they would have a special ::-oom to themselves. I know of 
one gentleman who was charged high, as he had a room to himself. The charge is for the room and the 
,extra amount of attendance required. · 

2551. Do you think that persons of a certain pecuniai•y ,position ,should -be allowed to come in here_? 
I think that in accident or emer%'ency you are bound-to admit them, no matter -what -their p<;>sition is, and 

,also infectious diseases, although I think it would -be -niuch better if there ·was a -place for · such cases 
not attached to the Hospital, and self supporting. 

2552. Do you approve-of increasing the Institution for the accommodation ·of _paying patients? No, 
I think they should rather lessen the number of paying patients, and. that"it .should be a charitable institution 
:pure and simple. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 6, 1886. 
DR. BINGHAM CROWTHER catted ~n and exa:tnin:ed_ 

2553. By Mr. Dobbie.-You are-a medical ,practitioner resident.at •Hobart'? Yes. 
2554. Y Ou were formerly House Surgeon at the General Hospital, Hoballt-? Yes. 
2555. With regard to the management and present condition --of the Ho3pital, have you any ·cause 'of 

,complaint? As to tile present condition, I know nothing whatever about :it, .except that the public are 
·most unfavourably impressed with its management.. 

2556. Taking the condition of the Hospital during the past two years, to which period ·we have 
confined our enquiry, are there any instances ·of'fatilt or mismanag.eiilerit yo.u could state? Say during ·the 
past three years. 
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2557. We have confined· our enquiry so far to the period during which the present House Surgeon has·. 
been here? Yes, I have known instances in which things were not satisfactory. 

2.558. Will you specify the cases? I mention Chester's, where a man sent with an order from myself· 
. for admission to the Hospital, to be retained (with a view to placing him under examination to ascertain 

his mental condition, as 'it was considered necessary by me that he should be watched well with this·, 
object in view), was sent by House Surgeon to Depot. It was reported that the man's friends preferred his 
being in the Invalid Depot, and, disregarding my order (that he was .a case suitable in my opinion for 
detention and examination in the General Hospital for observation prior to sending him to New Norfolk,) 
he was sent to the New Town Depot, and a scene occurred in consequence. He was sent out in a vehicle, .. 
and first caused a sensation going out, and then, ( according to Mr. Seager's report), he nearly stabbed 
one of the attendants. His condition was considered so desperate that Dr. Barnard was communicated with 
that night, and gave an order for the patient's immediate removal to the Hospital, (which was done next 
morning.) The House Surgeon should have done what I or any other medical gentleman would have· 
done. · I would have respected the doctor's order, and said, "Very well, the doctor sees something evidently 
in this man requiring that he should be placed under observation, and in spite of the wish of his relatives I 
shall detain him." Instead of that he is packed off to New Town, his condition being rendered worse by 
the journey; he attempts to stab an attendant, and it requires two or three attendants to look after him that .. 
night, and next .morning he is ordered back to the Hospital again. 

2559. You consider that a case of neglect? A case in whicl1 the House Surgeon should have respected 
the order of a medical man. 

. 2.560. Do you consider it a case of neglect? I do not like to judge. It iR one of th011e cases in which 
the House Surgeon should have respected my certificate, observed the man for a day or two, and then, if" 
necessary, sent him to the Depot. Failing to respect that order, a scene was caused which might have been 
disastrous to the attendants. 

2561. Would you go so far as to say neglect was exhibited? I must leave that to vou.· I do not 
like to prejudge anybody. I merely mention a case which, in my opinion, shows a condition of things 
which should not have existed. 

2562. Are there any other cases you wish to mention? Yes, there is the case of M'Donald, who went 
one night in agonising pain to the Institution. 

2-563. Can you give the particulars of this case? He went one night to the Institution, not having 
been able to pass his water for several hours. He was in agonising pain, and the House Surgeon made an 
attempt to pass the instrument into his bladder in the out-patients' room. The attempt failed, and the man 
for some reason or another was left with this instrument remaining in his passage. The House Surgeon 
had told him that there was no water in his bladder. The man wep.t off disgusted. He took the instrument 
out, threw it down, and left the Institution. He then came to my brother and had his water drawn off 
at once. I think therl) was about a quart of water. 

2p64. Would you _consider the case you have just described one of neglect on the part of the authori
ties~the treatment this man received 1 I cannot understand it myself. It seems an extraordinary thing 
that a man should stand there unrelieved with an imtrument in his water-passage, and after waiting have· 

. to take the instrume_nt out himself, and leave the Institution because he was not_ relieved. I merely 
leave the case to yourselves. 

2565. Are not these catheters often left in the bladder passage for some hours to dilate it? I think 
not, under the circumstances of this case. 

2566. In suc'h a case the instrument would be left for a time to dilate? Not in this case. He went 
there for relief, and had been there before several times for the same purpose. 

2567. Do you know the date of this case? My brother can give it you. 

2568. Are there any other cases? Complaints are brought to us frequently. There was one within 
the last two days, in which a man suffering from inflammation of th_e lungs was kept waiting about in a w~y 
which had something to do with causing his death, but I have not the full particulars of this case, and will . 
refer to it later .on. In Chester's case there was a want of respect shown to a doctor's order, and a want of 
tact in not detaining the man for a day or two. Evans's child, (soiled linen.) Annie Moore, dish-water 
beef tea. 

2569. You have seen the working of the Hobart Hospital as House Surgeon? I have. 

2570. You have seen something also of the working of the Laun~eston Hospital, I think? I have. 
2571. You know the two systems are different? Very different. 

2572. Whic~ do you think, for,a hospital such as this, is the better system? With modifi~ati?ns, • 
I .prefer the system here. There are no subscribers to this ·hospital, consequently the whole orgamsation,. 
the rythm, of a large and valuaple Institution is left in the hands of a coterie of some half dozen o~ a 
nominee Board. ft is "I will nominate you, and you will nominate me, and so and so will be the med1c~l 
officers." The Institution would be much more beneficially managed in the interest of the general ~ubhc 
ifa portion of the Board and honorary medical-officers were nominated by the ratepayers and subscnbers. 

· 1 (Talking about subscribers, I know one gentleman who offered £10 10s. conditionally upon the Govern-· 
.ment allowing him to have a voice in the nomination of the Board.) 

2573. I wish you to answer first as to the medical officers, whether it is "better to have honorary medical. 
officers, each in charge of a certain portion of- the patients, or have the whole of the patients under the 
Resident Medical Officer, the honorary medical officers being merely for consultation purposes, as at 
:Launceston? I do not like the Launceston system. I was an honorary medical officer there, and found: 
that the holders of that office were mere ciphers ; besides, it is giving too much power to one man. 
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2.:i74. Do you think it would be a practicable thing to have in· connection with this Hospital private 
·wards where patients could come who paid not only for their maintenance, but for their medical attention 
also ? Certainly ; and further than that, they 8hould have the choice of their own medical attendant. 

2575. Do you think it practicable? Practicable, advisable, and neceseary for the general •advantage 
of the country. 

2576. I would first draw your attention to the fact that this Hospital is a charitable Institution. Do 
you think it a proper thing to have private wards attached to such an institution rather than have private 
hospitals? Yes. I think it right and necessary that an Institution like this should afford facilities for patient& 
·who are able to pay to be received and treated by the medical man in whom they have confidence. I 
approve of private wards ·being established in this Institution, so that any doctor can have his patients. 
Ji.ere from time to time, under certain rules as to fees, and under some control by the medical staff. 

2577. How would you provide for payment to be made for such patients? At present patients who can 
afford tu pay only pay for the use of the Institution, and not for their medical attendance. Would you_ 
·adopt a similar scale to that now charged? A higher scale, according to the circumstances of the patient; 
I think it might be £2 2s. or £3 3s. a week,-much higher in special cases. 

2578. Do you think such. private wards would cause any difficulty in the management of the Hospital? 
,I do not think it should. Imaginary difficulties arise in everything. I will give you a case which 
.happened recently. A young fellow came all the way from Mount Zeehan with bone disease. Now if 
he could have come to the Institution by paying private fees and have me operate upon him there, he would 
have been glad to do so; as it is, he is placed at considerable disadvantage, being obliged to go into lodgings, 
and the case becomes more difficult to treat. The Hospital would have been enriched by this case. Look 
in Launceston how the funds are increased by the better class of paying patients there ! 

. 2579. In the absence of any provision for receiving such patients with a proper scale of paym~nt for 
treatment, do you approve of the way the Hospital is now used by such patients? Certainly not. 

2580. Do you think the Hospital, having regard to the fact that there is no provision for receiving 
patients who should pay for everything, should be used for these cases ? In certain cases there are better· 
means for treatment in the HospitaL 

2581. But with reference to those cases that can be treated in their own homes? I think they should 
be treated in their own homes. 

2582. Should the practice be encouraged or discouraged? It should be discouraged. (I do not allude· 
to those cases of the poorer classes, who could pay a small fee such as £2 2s. for treatment in a private 
ward, to avoid the heavier expense of treatment in a private house or lodgings.) I do not think the rich 
should come to the Hospital at all. 'l'hey should be treated in their own homes. 

2583. Do you think there would be any difficulty in having a ward for homceopathic treatment in the 
Hospital? I think the hornceopaths have a right to be represented. 

2584. Do you think it could be done? I should be sorry to be too closely connected with homceopathy. 
I have a great respect for them, for they do as much as we do; but the two systems are entirely different. 

· 2585. The two systems being different, do you think it practicable to have a homceopathic ward? I 
think the fact that homceopathy is believed in by a large section of the public should give them a right to 
some say in the matter. . 

2586. I ask if it is practicable? Difficulties would arise ; but against that there is the fact that the. 
system is supported by a large section of the people, and they have a right to a small ward. . 

2587. You think there are difficulties, but an endeavour should be made if it is possible? Yes. 
2588. Assum.ing the practicability of that proposal, would it involve a separate dispensary for their

inedicines ? Yes. Although, as far as I understand the principle, they assimilate our practice. I would 
give them a ward there. 

. 2589. It would make no difference to the nu.rsing? J think not; a little more cold water, and a little· 
less something else-that is about all. · 

2590. You were speaking about the constitution of the Board. It has been suggested that subscribers 
should be allowed, and persons giving a certain subscription should become Governors, and these Governors. 
should have the power of nominating a portion of the.Board-would you approve ofthat? I do approve 
of that. 

2591. Do you think that a better plan than having the Board or a portion of it elected by the rate-• 
payers? I would like the ratepayers to have the power of electing a portion of the Board. 

2592. How would you arrange the election? Simplv state tha.t so many seats were going to be vacated, 
and let the ratepayers record their votes for successors. • 

2-593. What portion of the ratepayers? That might be settled; I merely suggest that it should be the 
choice of the ratepayers. 

2594. Would you confine it to the ratepayers of Hobart? No, I would divide Tasmania into so many· 
hospital districts. 

2595. Would you have the Honorary Medical Officers elected in the same way? Certainly. 
2596. Do you think that advisable? I think it urgently necessary. 
2597. Do you think that a system of electing the Honorary. Medical Officers in that way would im

prove the staff by leading to better men being appointed·? I think the public are the best judges. 
2598. As to medical skill? Cei.-tainly. 
2599. ·At any rate, you think if the Honorary Medical Officers were elected that process would bring 

the best men to the staff? I say this, as distinct from the present systeIJ?, under which the Board. nominate 
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tl1eir friends to give them a show, the ratepayers. would prefer certain men from their knowledge of who~e 
skill they would send them into this Institution, and would have the right to do so as they support it. They 
certainly would not elect a duffer, but would take men of the best skill and experience. 

2600. When you were House Surgeon, how: did you manage as to drugs-did you carry on the present 
system of ordering from England as .you required them'/ Yes; every half-year there was a requisition. 

2601. Do you approve of that system? Yes ; you take an inventory of the drugs and ascertain what 
you require. 

2602. Does it not)ead to having large stocks? You must send every half-year, as drugs deteriorate. 
2603. Do you think the plan adopted is better than purchasing drugs as they are required, in the local 

market? Yes ; because it gives a guarantee that you get the best article. 
2604. · In regard to cost? It is very much more _economical to import them. 
2605. By .L1tfr. Lewis.-If the Honorary Medical Officers had to be elected by popular vote do you 

think they would submit themselves to such election? As a matter of fact they submit to it in Melbourne
a city of great advance, and the centre of civilization in Australasia. 

2606. Do you think they would? I do not go by anyone's private feelings;. I go on the principle. 
2607. Whether, as a matter of fact, the medical men here would submit? Certainly. I think the medical 

men here, at any rate the best of them, would see the justice of such an election; if they did not others would. 
2608. That is not an answer to my question. I want to know whether in your opinion they would 

submit themselves? I have answered in the previous question. 
2609. Under whose control? I suppose under the Board. There must be a head. 
2610. Under whose control would medical men be if they were allowed to meet private patients in the 

Hospital? It would be difficult under the present· 1·egi-me, because if they did not like a particular 
man it would lead to his being excluded from the Institution. 

2611. How would you do it? I admi_t it would be somewhat difficult, but could be arranged for. 
261~. What alterations would be necessary? I have suggested that the Board should be partly 

elected by the ratepayers, and the honorary medical staff too. 
2613. Under your system, by which every medical man would be able to treat private patients at the 

Hospital, what control would there be over them? That is a subsequent consideration. There must be a 
bead, and the Board is that head, and, with certain modifications, which might possibly be brought about, 
you would get· over the difficulty suggested. But at present certain medical men are excluded from the 
Institution, and there is no reason why the public should be debarred from the services of these gentlemen. 

2614. Would you be of opinion that the Board should h~ve the power of excluding a medical man at 
·any time from sending his patients to the Hospital ?-if not, what control would you have? Against that 
the public have the disadvantage of not having their own man to treat them. Take my brother, for 
example: if you polled the town I suppose he would have the largest number of adherents professionally, 
yet that man is excluded· from the Institution, and the public suffer inconvenience and lo.ss through that 
man's skill not being available in the Institution. The interests of the public would best be served by giving 
·every medical man power to treat patients in the Hospital. How it can be accomplished I do not at 
present know; I am merely pointing out a move in the right direction. 

2615. Have you ever had any difficulty in persuading patients to come into the Hospital? The 
·greatest difficulty. I cannot get many of them to go into the Hospital, except by promising to visit 
them. I have to adopt this decoy to ~et them to consent to go, and it is only such means being used 
·by the medical man in whom they have confidence that can induce them to go. A large number of 
people feel it a loss that they cannot be treated by their own man. In the case I have mentioned of the 
_young fellow with the bone disease, tl1ough he desire'd that I should attend him I felt it was better that 
he should go to the Hospital than have expensive lodgings. 

· 2616. Is there any trouble about getting a supply of trained nurses? From time to time there may 
be a difficulty caused by a little extra, pressure when the demand exceeds the supply, but usually there is 

·ri.o difficulty about getting nurses. 
2617. Would it be desirable to institute a system by which nurses could go through a comse in the 

Hospital, and so be available as trained nurses for private medical practitioners? I think it would be 
desirable if we bad such a class to fall back upon ; but, as a matter of fact, I think there are sufficient 
,skilled nurses available. • 

2618. By 11:fr. Brown.-Have you any idea how long it was from the time M'Donald left the 
Hospital tiU your brother operated upon him? He went at once to my brother, the same night. 

2ii19. When your brother operated on him did he find any difficulty in passing the catheter? No, and 
he drew a quart of water. · We have both had similar cases before, and found no difficulty. We have. 
·both drawn this man's water off on numerous occasions without the slightest difficulty. 
· 2620. How long was the man waiting for relief at the Hospital? Some considerable time; of course 

'it might se~m longer to him; about 30 minutes probably. 
2521. The whole of this statement comes from M'Donald? Well, coming to my brother immediately 

. -afterwards, he would certainly notice that the water-passage had recently been opemted upon; besides his 
own family can state that on a certain night he came to the Hospital. He himself is a very trustworthy 
·man, and has been some years in the employ of the Corporation. 

2622. You will famish particulars as to time and date? You can ask my brother. 
'2623. With regard to the Board to be constituted as you suggest, would you give that Board the 

power of controlling e_very medical man having p1-i-vate patients in the Hospital? Yes. 
2624. I mean would you in a case of malpra~tice or neglect empower that Board to discharge the 
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medical man ? Just as there must be a head over everything so there should be a head over these medical 
men. At any time that it was desirable to con~ult they should be consulted, and any capital operation 
should be under the control of the whole staff. · 

2625. Would you give power to prevent them coming to the Institution in consequence of failure of 
duty? Yes. 

2626. Then these medical men would have the same cry against the Institution-that they, bei~g· 
popular men, could not come and treat their patients at the Hospital? It could not be done with the 
existing constitution of the Board. 

2627. In fact, the whole thing would have to be reorganised? Yes. There would have to be .a reorganisa
. tion, so that the people would have particular men of skill and ability represented in the Institution. 

2628. With regard to the homceopathic ward, I take it from your argument that the homceopathists. 
should be in the Institution as well? I think so, because a proportion of the public are in favour of 
homceopathy. 

· 2629: You recommend, then, that a hornceopathic ward should be in the Institution? It is difficult to 
say how it can be established, but it should be, for the reasons mentioned. Again, those persons 
who wish to give their services on one or two days a week to the out-patients should be enabled to do so 
gratis. I think a number of medical men would avail themselves of this opportunity, instead of 
having them flock to their houses, as they do now. 

2630. By Dr. Huston.-Do you know any Hospitals that do admit private patients in the manner
you indicate? From what I understand, the Melbourne Hospital, for instance. A number of patients 
consult outside doctors about operations, and they advise their going into the Institution, where operations, 
are performed by them. Of course, if it is a rich patient he may be taken to Scott's Hotel or anywhere else .. 

2631. I ask, do you know any Hospital th:.;t admits private practitioners' patients to be attended by 
their own medical man? I cannot recall them ~ust at the present moment. The cause of the opposition to 
the present system is that a large portion of the public are debarred the Institution, and from attendance 
by their own medical men. . . . 

2632. By JJ;b,. Gill.-Would you submit yourself, Doctor, if nominated for the position of honorary 
medical officer, to election by the people? I would submit myself. If a man were not a desirable man he 
would not be elected to the position, and if he were a desirable man, and one in whom the ratepayers had 
confidence, they would elect him. 

2633. If the ratepayers elected ihe Board should not that Board have control over the medical officers?. 
Certainly. 
· 2634. Do you think there would be any more .expense in carrying on the Institution under such a 
system? The expenses of election would be very little, and the number of pay patients very much larger~ 
and the expense to Government therefore less. · 

2635. What suffrage would you adopt? T?:iat is a matter of detail. I would like a portion of the 
Board elected by the ratepayers and subscribers. I cannot state the exact way. 

· 2636. You have been an officer of this I nst'.tution? I have. 
2637. Do you know whether it is worked on the same principle now as when you were here? I do 

not know anything about it now. I understand a great deal of friction has been caused by a lot of Scotch 
nurses, as proved by the Public Parliamentary e::iquiry last year. 

2638. Have you had anything to do with insane patients? Not specially. 
2639. Do you know the Cascades Asylum? Yes. 
2640. Do you think that asylum should be left without a resident medical officer in charge? No, not. 

with the class of patients that are in it. · 
2641. By 1lfr. B1·011:n.-You have had some experience of the Campbell Town Hospital? Yes. 
2642. Do you think that Institution should be kept up ? Do you mean for special cases? I think 

arrangements might be made with local medical officers for accidents, but there niight be cases difficult to,. 
remove. 

2643. · You found it a useful Institution ? Yes, very useful. There are cases from time to time which: 
make it most desirable that the Institµtion should be there. 

· 2644. By Mr. Dobbie.-Is there anything you wish to suggest or add to the evidence you have given 
the Commission touching the condition and management of this Institution? In any piece of machinery 
like that if there is a cause of serious frfrtion (take, for instance, the late Scotch difficulty) anything that can be· 
clone to remedy such friction the better for the Institution. 

2645. The evidence we have is to the effect that there is no friction at all, and that everything is going 
on smoothly? There seems to be a little friction. I would like that case I casually mentioned to be left 
open, as it is connected with tlie present management of the Institution. [Mr. Dobbie: You may add it in 
writing.] If evidence was taken upon oath, and an indemnity g-rauted to servants and others so as to 
protect them, you would ascertain that a very unsatisfactory state of things has for a long time existed, and 
actually does so now. On 8th March, 1888, the relatives of a man suffering from inflammation of the· 
lungs arranged with the porter (gateman) of the Hospital for the immediate admission of a patient, to 
save delay on arrival, the man being dangerou8=Y ill. Brought to the Hospital early in the afternoou, 
and kept waiting (before putting in bed) some half:hour. Complained of the cold place he was in (there 
being stone flagging to his feet) prior to being placed in bed. Died on the 10th of March. His relatives. 
and friends are most unfavourably impressed with the delay, &c. ; but like other cases (beef tea and dirty 
linen, mentioned before), decline (except being made to on oath) to give publicity to the same. 
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DR. BENJAFIELD called and examined. 

2641. By Mr. Dobbie.-You are a legally qualified medical practitio:zier, practising in Hobart? Yes. 
2648. Have you experience in Hospital treatment '! Yes. 

· 2649. Do you know anything of the management of the Hobart Hospital? Only what I gather from 
patients who have come out of it. 

2650. Have you had any complaint made to you by these patients of their treatment in any particular? 
Yes, a great many. 

2651. Were those complaints of a serious character? Yes. 
2652. Are the complaints to which you refer of recent date? No. 
2653. What is the latest of them ? Within the last year. 
2654. We would be very glad if you would specify cases ? Before specifying, I may state that there 

is generally a much better feeling of satisfaction regarding the management and treatment at the Hospital 
within the last year than there was prior to that. 

2655. Do you think it necessary to specify cases? I do not mind. 
2656. For instance, will you specify any cases during the time the present House Surgeon has been 

at the Hospital, we having confined our enquiry to that period of time? Yes, such cases as came under. 
my notice. Until last year I made notes of a great number of cases of complaint, and got people to sign 
them sometimes; but during last year people have been much better satisfied. I ask everybody I know, 
and found that during the last twelve months they have been much better satisfied. To give an idea uf 
the general feeling, within the last two or three days I have had occasion to send two or three patients in 
here, and it was very difficult to get them in. I had one only last night, and it was nearly coercion to get 
her to go to the Hospital. Their unanimous cry is, "If you will attend me I will go in." 

2657. Do you think the disinclination to go into the Hospital of which you speak arises from bad 
treatment, or because patients desire practitioners to whom they are accustomed to continue treating them? 
I think part is owing to the reputation of the Hospital, and part is owing to the feeling that they would 
like the practitioner attending them to go on with them. Of course for the woman who came in last night 
it is a very great alteration of treatment to go from my treatment to the allopat.hic treatment. 

2658. That could not be attributed against the Hospital? No; of co·urse not. 
2659. Have you any case of bad treatment? Supposing I give you a case I sent in about a year ago. 

A man working for me was suffering from an acute chest disease, and I sent him in with a certificate to 
that effect. He was here for six weeks, and when he came back I asked him what he thought of it, and. 
how they had treated him. Well, he was most strong in his expression that they had nearly killed him. 
I said, "Well, who treated you?" "Dr. Lever, I believe it was, one of the House Surgeons at any rate ;" 
and I then asked him, "Were you not under any honorary medical man?" He did not know anything 
about this, and I asked, "Did not an honorary medical man ever examine you?" He replied, "No;" and 
was most positive that no honorary medical man had ever examined him, offering to swear it. And he was 
here for six weeks, and I had to use a great deal of persuasion to get him to go into the Hospital. 

2660. What is the man's name? That I forget. I always called him "Yorkey" on my farm. He 
is. one of the old hands, and when I asked him to come and make a statement before the Commissioners, he 
said, " Well, I do not know ; I might have to go to the Invalid Depot, at New Town." 

2061. ·what kind of man is he? An ignorant sort of man. He had been in the Invalid Depot at 
.New Town. 

2662. Do you think he rould have made a mistake about not having been examined by an honorary 
medical officer? No, because I went over it two or three times, and he was positive. 

2063. Did he complain of the treat~ent? He did not complain of the nursing or food. 
2664. What was his complaint? Pleurisy, and he complained simply of the medical treatment, which 

he thought very much too severe, and that the House Surgeon alone had attended him. 
2665. Is there any other case of which you can speak? No ; during last year the feeling has been 

very m11eh better among the people who came to the Hospital. 
2666. Do you think· that is because the Hospital management has improved, or do you think delusions 

have been removed from the minds of the people? Oh, I think the Hospital management has improved. 
26.67. Can you account in any way for the feeling of distrnst ?-would not a prejudice against the 

management cause distrust? Undoubtedly it would, but these charges had foundation. 
2668. They have never been proved: take the cases investigated by Mr. Jackson and the Committee? 

If such cases as "Yorkey's" were brought here, they would be dumb-literally frightened. 
2669. Why? Because these men believe they will have to come to the same Institution again. Some 

-0f them come from Port Arthur, and would not like their names mentioned too much. 
2670. You think the Hospital management has improved during the last twelve months, although 

practically the same people are in charge? Yes. -
2671. Of course any case sent to the Hospital is treated on a different system to yours. Do you think 

there should be in this Hospital some arrangement ·by which people desiring to be treated by your system 
of practice should have the opportunity of being so treated? The question goes without answer. I have 
a very strong opinion about it indeed. I have a copy of a petition presented to the Board three or four 
years ago, and you will see by that that nearly all the wealth and influence of the Island signed that 
petition. I have a very strong opinion about it. If you had seen the woman I have already referred to 
lying last night under typhoid fever, whom I had to compel almost to go to the Hospital aud be treated 
under a system she did not believe in, you_ ~°.ul~ 8.~e ~he_ 1:~~so~ for my opinion. 
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2672. Do you think ~ome would come who do not come now ? I have no doubt of it. 
·2673. Do you think there would be any difficulty in carrying out such a plan ? Not the slightest. 
·2674. Any friction with the other medical officers? I do not think so. I am on very good terms 

,,vith all of them so far as I know. 

2675. It has been suggested to us that in such an event some Medical Officers would refuse to meet 
:you in consequence of your practising a different system? One or two might not; but most of thelll 
would. 

2676. Would it make any difference in the nursing? No. 
2677. As to dispensing-would there require to be a separate dispensary? No ; every allopathic 

-chemist knows how to dispense homceopathic medicines when they are prepared for dispensing. 
2678. Then you think the present dispenser could dispense such medicines? Certainly. 
2679. Do you approve of the plan adopted here of having honorary medical officers who share the 

charge of the patients between them ? No; I consider that being a State-paid institution, towards the sup
port of which each of us pay, any medical man should be allowed to attend patients there. 

2680. Do you think that plan would work? I think it would. 
268L For instance, what control would the Board of Management have over private practitioners 

·attending Fatients in the Hospital in that way? They would have to submit to precisely the same rule.s as 
the honoraries do now. · 

2682. The honoraries are now subject to the control of the Board ; but if you allow outsiders to come 
in what mode of control would you suggest? I should like some mode of control better than that existing 
at present : the medical man not attending his cas'.ls regularly should be struck off the list. 

2683. Do you know any Hospital where StlCh a system exists? I have never had anything to do with 
a State-paid Hospital. 

2684. But with any Hospital? Well, they come under different heads. In London the subscribers 
:have votes. 

2685. Then you distinguish between them ? Yes. 
2686. Now with regard to the way the Hospital is supported: do you think it would be a desirable 

thing to have the Hospital supported, if possible, or partly supported, by subscription, and that subscribers 
should .elect a portion of the Board. rather than the existing system of the whole cost being paid by the 
•Government? I do. 

2687. If that were brought about what portion of the Board should be elected by the subscr~bers '! 
'That would depend upon the amount of subscriptions. 

2688. The probability is that the Government would have to pay the greater part of it: what pro-
·portion do you think should be nominated and what proportion elected? I cannot deal with that, because 
you might suppose a case in which the contributions were very small indeed. 

2689. In any event what would be the maximum number you would propose should be elected by sub
scribers-one-third or one-half? If I had the amount of subscriptions, I could give an answer. I confine 
myself to the principle that subscribers should have a voice and a right to send in patients, as they have in 
·other countries. 

2690. Do I understand your suggestion to be that in any case the whole of the practitioners might 
,attend the Hospital and attend patients? Yell. 

2691. Would you have any honorarv officers then? I would have them all honorary officers, and 
·regularly enforce attendance, so that they should attend patients regularly, and not once a month. 

2692. Have you considered the question of-private wards in the Hospital, where patients who could 
,afford to ptty fo1· medical attendance, as well as for maintenance, could be treated ? Yes. 

2693. Do you approve of a suggestion of that kind? Yes, thoroughly. 
2694. How would the patient pay for medical attendance ? That would be a matter of contract 

oetween the patient and the medical attendant. He should pay for his maintenance and attendance by the. 
House Surgeon and nurses. Suppose a man has an obstruction in his bladder, and his own medical man 
saw him once a day, it would still be necessary for his water to be drawn three or four times a day, and 
that would come under the duties of the House Surgeon. The House Surgeon and nursing charges should 
be included in the Hospital fees. 

2695. Do you think it would require a separate establishment altogether to carry that plan out? No. 
2696. You think it might be attached to the Hospital and work satisfactorily? Yes. 
2697. In the absence of any provision of that kind, do you think it is a proper thing for the Hospital 

·to be used by patients suffering from accidents or maladies who could be treated at their own homes, and 
•Could afford to be so treated? No, I do not think so. It is improper. 

2698. Except in cases which can be better treated in the Hospital than in a private house, or when the 
·people cannot afford proper treatment at home? Even in those cases I think the charge should be more 
than .£1 a week. There are other cases here which I think should be discouraged. I think all venereal 
diseases ought not to be there, and stay for treatment; also delirium tremens, and anything brought on by 
·a man's own misdeeds. 

2699. What woulcl you do with these cases ?-take the case of paupers, uuable to pay for private 
·treatment, suffering from venereal disease or delfriuni tremens? I would take very strong measures for 
•getting it out of them, if the case was obliged to come to the Hospital. Cases of syphilis ought to be 
treated outside ; they do not need to be treated in here. . · 



106 
2700. Where such cases can be treated out.side of the Hospital, then, you think they should be refusedl 

admission on account of the character of tJ1e disease? Yes. . . 
2701. By J.l:lr. Lervis.-From your knowledge of the people of Tasmania do you think it likely they

would subscribe willingly and largely to the Hospital if they had an inducement to do so in the right to 
elect one or more members of the Board? I know.my patients would, but I cannot speak for the others. 

2702. Exclt1ding your patients altogether, do you think the general public would subscribe? I do not 
see any reason why Tasmania should be different to all the world beside. 

2703. If it were· decided to treat cases homreopathically in the General Hospital, would it be 
necessary to have a separate ward for such cases, or could they be treated in the general wards ? Quite 
well in the general wards. 

2704. Have you any idea l10w many cases (quite rough1y) would be sent in during the year to be 
treated homreopathically ? I could not guess. 

2705. Would it _be necessary to· get some different drugs ? Yes. 
· · 2706. To any great extent? No. You see the cost of treating cases under our system would not be· 
more than.one-tenth of the cost of treating cases under the allopathic treatment, in drugs. 

2707. Have you ever seen in your professional experience any cases from which you would deduce the
fact that the patient. had been treated wrongly, or to any serious extent, by the medical staff in the 
Hospital-I mean patients who have left the Hospital and gone to you-have you ever seen any symptoms 
of seriously wrong treatment in these patients? That would be rather a reflection to answer that. 

2708. I will put it in this way-have you seen any case of wrong treatment or malpractice, surgically?· 
I would not like to make reflections. · Typhoid fever treatment has been very unsuccessful. 

2709. Taking the question of surgery first, whether anything wrong has been done to your knowledge?· 
Well, surgically, I will give you a case, for I do not know that it reflects upon anybody. A man from 
Burden's had injured his thumb and came to the Hospital as an in-patient. A consultation toc:ik place,. 
and it was decided to take the man's thumb off. His friends got him out and subscribed my fees and 
sent him to me. I treated the case, and got the man well without taking his thumb off. He got quite 
right again until he died of typhoid fever this year. Is that such a case as you want? I do not know 
that I can say more about it. He went back afterwards and showed them his thumb, and they admitted 
it reflected credit upon the treatment. 

2710. Are such cases in which you see signs of wrong treatment numerous? I would not s'.1-y that· 
was malpractice at all-it was a difference of opinion. No, they are not frequent. 

-~711. By Mr. Gill.-In the event ofa homceopathic ward being established here, there being no• 
other medical man practising that system in Hobart, would you attend free patients gratis as· l10norary. 
medical officer ? Yes. 

·· 2712. Do you not think there should be some classification of patients? Could not patients who 
would not be expected to pay for their maintenance be put in a separate part of tlie Institution so as to
relieve their minds of the fear of having to pay? I think they should be told. 
· 2713. Does not the absence of this information retard recovery in some cases? I think the.· 
circumstances of a patient should be enquired into when first he comes in, and they ought to be told within 
a few days whether-they would be expected to pay or not. . 

2714. You have been fortunate in your treatment of typhoid fever? Yes, and in regard to that· 
I would consider the question of stimulants. I do not believe in stimulants in typhoid cases, and in this 
Hospital large quantities of stimulants are used. Now in such cases as tliat we differ in treatment, noi 
only in drugs but in food treatment, and the result has justified the treatment I. adopt. 

2715. In the event of the medical officers being elected by the people, would you object, if nominated,. 
to submit yourself for elec_tion? No, I should not object. . . 

2716. By Mr. Dobbie.-Do you know anything of the New Town Clrnrital,le Institution? Yes, a 
little. 

2717. Is there anything you can inform the Commission of with regard to that Institution? I can 
give you two or three cases which have come under my knowledge as to the working of the Institution .. 
Within the last twelve months I went and asked the authorities to give me some old men to potter about 
my ground, and look after some drains I have. I was to find lodgings for the men and give them
fifteen shillings a week. I was told that there was plenty fit to go to work, but that I lived too near the 
public-house. They afterwards sent me two men, and I put them on piece-work, as they were not satisfied 
with fifteen shillings a week, and they made thirty shillings a week, week after week. When paytime came 
they went to the public-house·and spent it. I then went to the Institution and said, as a ratepayer, "These 
men are not to be re-admitted into the Institution, because they are able to go to work and earn money and 
then drink it all." As a matter of fact I knew these men were admitted to the Institution again ; one of 
them gave me a week's notice and drew £4 10s., and within a week was back in the Institution. 

2718. What was the state of his health ? Very good. 

. 2719. In your opinion lie liarl no right to be .in the Institution? No right at all. He struck foi:. 
higher. wages, as he would not work for fifteen shillings a week, and went back to the Institution. 

2720. Do you liappen to know who gave him the order? ~ o. 

2721. Could you give us the man's name? He goes by the name of" Yorkey." Then another case 
~me under my observation which is even more glaring than that. A girl got pregnant, and went into the 
J;nstitution for seven :qiohths during her pregnancy. She had her baby at Mrs. Cullen's (the lying-in 
hospital), and then went back to the Institution again. She got ou~, and went straight off and got pregnant, 
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--again. Then she went back to the Institution for seven months, and had her baby at Mrs. Cullen's again. 
At that time I _wanted a wet nurse and got her out, but after a bit she told me she wanted to go back to_ 
the Institution. . 

2722. Was she a young g-irl? About 20. I told her she should not go back to the Institution; but 
she went there, and when I afterwardo saw her, wanting a wet nurse for a gentleman in town, where she 
would receive £1 a week, she coolly refused to go, as she would rather stay where she was. 

2723. Any other case? The other case is of an old man, the same as this "Yorkey," but I cannot 
spot out the identical one. This other old man went back to the Institution. He was a man able to work, 

,and when I went there I was told that there were plently able to work, but they were afraid -of the public-
.house. · 

2724. You are of opinion that these men were not proper cases for admission to the Institution? 
-Very strongly. Some few years ago I offered to go and examine these men gratuitously for the Govern
ment and send in a report, but they refused, as they considered it would interfere_ with their officers. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 6, 1888. 

DR. T. C. SYCART further examined. 

2725. Do you know anything of the patient M'Donald, vrho was treated as an out-patient of the 
Hospital in 1886? Yes, but I think he was an in-patient theu. 

2726. What was he suffering- from? I had the statement from himself, and partly from the 
·Secretary: he was suffering from retention of uriue. He stated he had been in the Hospital for some days 
,and had had an instrument used successfully, but, as he explained, it was not during the day that this 
troubled him. The s~oppage usually took place in the night, and he was in great pain. The case to which 
reference has been made as a grievance was that one morning about 4 o'clock he was seized with a stoppage, 

-:and went to the Hospital. The House Surgeon was called up, and succeeded in passing an instrument 
down to the stricture, telling )!'Donald that when he we11t home he was to bathe in hot water. The House 
Surgeon left him in charge of the dispensary man, Peacock, and went a way. He, M'Donald, stood four 

•or five minutes with the instrument in, and then· drew it out and went away. As soon as he got home 
he sent for Dr. E. L. Crowther, who succeeded in passing a catheter, when he passed water and was 
relieved. 

2727. Wliat was the nature of the complaint? From his own description it must have been a spasinodie 
,stricture. 

2728. In what respect does that differ from organic stricture? An organic stricture is more or less 
permanent, but the spasmodic form may come on suddenly without any waming, and be very troublesome 
while it lasts. It passes off generally after warmth and hot bathing, when the water comes as freely as usual. 

2729. Is there any difficulty in passing the instrument? When the spasm is severe you cannot pass 
-an instrnment, but when it passes off you can do so easily. 

2730. Do yon think it is remarkable that it could not be done while the man was at the Hospital, and 
,afterwards could be performed by another medical man? No, I do not think it remarkable. I have known . 
,cases where it coulu not be passed during the spasm; but could be passed half an hour or an hour after-
wards with ease. · 

2731. You lrnu· the statement you made from the patient himself? Yes, I had the statement from 
-the patient himself, and the whole time he was on the Hospital premises did not exceed a quarte1· of an 
hour. 

2732. You were some tim~ Chairman of the Official Visitors of New Norfolk Asylum and of the 
Asylum at Cascades ? Yes, I was, for two years. 

27:13. You have already given evidence as to the Cascades Asylum? Yes. 
2734. As to New Norfolk, can you tell us generally as to the way the J nstitution ii managed and the 

patients treated? I can speak for two years-from the 1st January 1886, to ;3lst December, 1887. During. 
all our visits, inspections, and investigations, which were numerous, nothing ever trar.spired to prove to 
·us or to myself that there was anything wrong in the management, but, on the contrary, that the general 
management was, on the whole, good, and ·you will find it stated so in all the monthly reports of the Official 
Visitors. · And with regard to the patients, no instance ever came under our notice proving that they were 
harshly treated, or in any way neglected, or badly clothed or fed; the contrary is reported in the monthly 
. and annual reports of the Official Visitors. Everything in connection with the treatment of the patients 
was found satisfactory. 

'2735. Is the attendance sufficient? That is a matter chiefly for the_ Medical Superintendent; but I 
never heard any complaint, nor was any complaint made to us of a deficiency that was not supplied as soon 
·as possible. 

·2736. Did you visit the Asylum often? The average would be twice a month. 
2787. And on all these occasions a thorough inspection was made? Yes. The certificate you see 

in the monthly reports was filled up in the office after the inspection was made. Not one item was filled in 
till after the inspection was made. 

2738. Were some of the visits made without notice? · Yes, but as two official visitors had to be 
present when patients were discharged, it was frequently necessary that information should be given of the 
,.date of our visit. 
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2739. When you went without notice did you find the Asylum in the same condition as those· 

occasions on which notification was sent? Always in the same condition. We have visited as early as 
20 minutes after nine in the morning, going up by the first train, and we found everythin·g orderly and,. 
regular. I .have gone through the Asylum as late as nine o'clock, P.JI!., and seen the patients before going· 

· to bed, and found all orderly. 

· 2740. Then you think that the management is what it ought to be, and satisfactory? Yes. Through-·· 
out the whole of the two years the official visitors had no reason to find fault with the management. 

2741. Do you think that the Institution is sufficiently secluded? That is a question which has been, 
much agitated. The general impression is that seclusion is absolutely necessary, but I think there is a 
limit to that. I do not think it would be wise to place such an Institution entirely away from all lrnm~n 
intercourse, or out of the reach_ of life, movement, or anything that might attract the attention of the· 
insane to the influences of the outer world. I believe that seclusion may be carried so far as to become a 
cause of insanity. · 

2742. Well, do you think the seclusion in this case is sufficient? I have thought over that attentively,. 
and you will find iL recommended in all the reports of the Official Visitors that it is advisable to acquire more 
ground. It would be a great improvement to take in Gray-street and Burnett-street. If that ground was. 
included it would be all that would be required to·render the Asylum as secluded as there was any occasion for. 

2743. Do you think that the recommendations of the Experts should be canied out as to acquiring 
land and enclosing those streets? I agree that Burnett-street would be better closed and the land acquired •. 

2744. · Is there sufficient land at present attached to the Asylum ? If the land belonging to the 
Asylum was all available for the exercise and employment of the patients it would be sufficient, but the 
farm is not well situated, being detached and across the river and at a distance from observation. If land 
for garden purposes could be got near the Institution it would be much better. · 

2745. You think that what is wanted is garden land for the Institution? Yes; the employment of 
the insane could not be made of much value in agricultural work, but could be well applied to gardening· 
purposes. 

2746. Is not a great part of the labour utilised in chopping wood? Yes. And special reference is. 
made to that in the annual report for 1887. I have always looked on it as a serious waste of labour, and 
the worst employment the patients could be put to as a constant thing. It is so confined and monotonous. 
as almost to amount to a punishment, there being- nothing in it to excite the interest of any human creatui'e. 
It is nothing but see-saw from one week's end to the other. And it will be found strongly recommended 
in the reports that steam-power should be substituted. _ 

2747. That is a matter in regard to which yon think an immediate.change should be made? Yes. In,, 
1886 I was asked by the Govern~ent to furnish plans for their guidance, and these are the designs I now 
produce. In these plans there is provision made for yards and workshops in which all mechanical operations. 
could be carried on. There is provision also for steam-power, wood cutting, steam laundry,&c. 

27 48., Nothing of that kind has been done ? No. 
2749. Do you consider that as a matter of urgency? I consider it of the utmost importance, and had 

I continued in office, and the Government provided the means, everything that lay in the power of the
officials to forward these improvements would have been done. 

2750. What are your other recommendations? I also gave a design for an Idiots' Home. 
2751. Is that building in course of constrnction? Yes; the construction is being carried out on the 

plans submitted to Government, with the exception that there is more ornamental work than was anticipated, 
and an alteration has been in the back verandah by reducing the width from 8 feet to 5 feet, which I think 
has spoilt it. In 1885 the sum of £12,000 was voted by Parliament for these works. That amount lrns. 
been absorbed, and other votes will be required to finish it. Remarks have been made about the want 
of sufficient recreation ground; but tlie recreation ground as shown on the.plan contains 2½ or 2¾ acres,_ 
-and I consider it ample. There is plenty of room for football or cricket, but for gardening purposes. 
extra ground is required. (Dr. Smart here explained fully tlie plan proposed.) 

2752. The carrying out of the improvements suggested is a matter of money? Yes, and the estimated 
cost I put on it about £45,000. . 

2753. Are you still of opinion that those improvements are necessary and ought to be proceeded with?· 
Yes ; the recommendations of D1·s. Manning, Dick, and Paterson as to the removal of all the condemned 
buildings being carried out. 

2754. It has been suggested by Dr. Macfarlane that at present leave is of very little use to the medical 
attendants, and it has been suggested that the services ·of some medical man should be obtained, so that whe'n. 
one is away there is somebody else to do the work : do you approve of that suggestion? That matter 
engaged the attention of the Official Visitors in the early part of 1886. Up to that time there had been no 
regulated leave of absence. And as the system followed in the Hobart Hospital had worked well, it was. 
thought it should be introduced at the Asylum, and this was done with some modifications. I confess I 
do not see the necessity for the temporary employment of a third medical man during the absence of a 
member of the present staff, but there is a great amount of clerical duty devolving on the Smgeon-
Superintendent which should be reduced or removed, such as cash accounts, corrrespondence, &c. The• 
Surgeon-Superintendent is allowed 35 days leave annually, and the Assistant Medical Officer 30 days ; and 
after 4 P.M. (unless under special circumstances), one is at liberty to be off duty. 

2755. You do not consirler further concessions are required? I think if the Surgeon-Superintendent 
was relieved of some of his clerical duties, there would be no great necessity for it. 

2756. Do you think that too many visito~·s are allowed? I never saw any harm aris'e from visitors . 
being allowed in while I was there, but on holidays a crowd of strangers go about the Asylum, which I 
think hurtful. In this respect there should be some restriction. 
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2757. By Mr.: Lemis.-]s, there any official, such as storekeeper, at New Norfolk, who- could assist 

in the· cle1ical duties? Mr .. Brownell- is storekeeper and; clerk, but his duties are v.ery heavy. He has to
look after all stores, and has a large amount of clerical work to do. I cannot point out how the difficulty: 
could be got over except by: the assistance of anothe1' clerk. 

2758. Would this be temporarily during the absence of the medical man on 
recommend that the Superintendent be relieved of this clerical work altogether? 
relieved of some of that work with advantage. It would, enable him to devote his 
to the medical care of the patients. 

a holiday, or do you 
I think he could be 

time more exclusively 

2759. You are aware that there, were certai::J. acute cases sent from New Norfolk to Cascades? Some 
time last year five cases we1:e sent there simply because there was :10 accommodation for them at the 
,!1.sylum, the accommodation being required for other patients. 

2760. Do you approve. of such cases being transferred from N e.w Norfolk, the tendency of course 
being to permanently maintain the Cascades? If you had the accommodation proposed in the plans there 
would be no need· to send patients to. the Cascades. The men sent were all old cases,-refractory, trouble
some, and dangerous, requiring each to be kept in a separate room to the exclusion of other patients. 

2761. You do not approve of the system of transferring except in existing circumstances? The sole 
reason and. object of the transfer, so far as I know, was to make room for fresh cases coming into Hospital. 

DR. BRIGHT called in a.nd. examined. 
2762: What is your-name'? Richard Stonhewe1· Bright. 
2763. You. ar.e a medical practitioner residing in Hobart, and an honorary medical officer of the 

Hospital ? Yes. 
2764. What number of years have you been honorary medical officer? Twenty-eight years. 
2765. You have therefore a large knowledge of the Hospital and the management ofit? Yes. 
2766. What is your opinion of the condition of the Hospital at the present time? It never was better. 
2767. Is that opinion confined to a recent time or does it extend over a period of two years? For-

several years; there has been very little change during the present House Surgeon's time. 
. 2768. Then you think the management and working of the Hospital is exactly the same as it was. 
before Dr. Parkinson was appointed House Surgeon? Yes. I speak from my own absolute knowledge. 

2769. Yon have nothing to complain of in regard to the way the House Surgeons discharge their 
duties?. No, I can generally find one of them there. 

217.70. With regard· to the honorary medical officers, does the system work well ? Yes. 
2771. In regard to the nursing staff, is everything correct there ? The nursing staff is excellent .. 

I do not think you could improve it. You will find very few hospitals in the world like it in this respect .. 
2772. Do you find any difficulty in getting your patients to go into the Hospital? No. 
2773. You do not find any distrust or fear? There is amongst a certain uneducated class, for the 

.reason that they compare the Hospital now with what it was 30 years ago, not so much from what they 
know, but from what they have heard. · 

27,74. Do you think that that feeling is induced by the reports circulated about the Hospital? I am 
quite- sure it is kept.alive by that alone, and engenders distrust and dissatisfaction, without the smallest 
foundation. Large numbers of people who have come to the Hospital in fear and ti:embling, have been 
amazed, at the comfort and attention that they get. There is hardly one but who has said, "I never knew 
it was 8/ place where we would be so well attended to, and if I had knowh I would have come long ago." 

2775. Do you approve of the present practice as regards medical supervision, or do you approve of 
the Launceston method? The practice here is in accordance with all English hospitals ; the other one is a 
system which is unknown in hospital management or work. 

2776. Then you approve of the practice here? Yes; it was initiated in 1860 when the Hospital was 
handed-over by the Imperial Government, and it was framed on the. English county or provincial hospital 
system. 

2777. From.your experience does it·work-weH? It could not be improved upon. I think the Laun
ceston- system would be likely t_o break down. It is_ practically making the medical: men of the town 
subsidiary to the Surgeon-Supermtendent of the Hospital. 

2778. With regard to the working of the Board, do you think it works satisfactorily? There are some 
objections to be rais.ed ;· but I think so, considering it all round. 

2779. In your opinion is the Board fairly representative ofthe public generally? I think so. , 
2780. Do you think that there is any necessity of devising some better means of election of members? 

I do not see how you can frame any other means of election except on the principle proposed by the late 
Dr. Crowther. He brought forward' a scheme to create a body of subscribers,. and that the institution 
should be subsidised by the Government on the principle of £1 for £1. I think that the Government of 
the day would have been very glad to have adopted that scheme, but it failed through the public not coming 
forward with their money; As to an elective Board, I cannot see where you- will get your franchise from. 

2781. I believe the scheme, as proposed by Dr. E. L. Crowther, is to have election by the ratepayers ; 
-but how can you limit that? It is not only the town ratepayers that must be taken into consideration. The 
Hospital, is maintained out of the general revenue, a_nd if you are· going to.ha ye election.· by ratepayers· you 
must include all· ra>tepayers, as the poorest· shepherd m. the bush has as much right to vote as the-ratepayers 
in town, because he contributes to the general revenue. 
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2782. Suppose that there was some new scheme of election, do you think it would be wise to l1ave the 

medical officers elected by that body? I think it would be the worst scheme possible, llB it would lead to 
the election of the most active and the most unscrupulous. -· 

'2783. Would there be any difficulty in getting the best men? I do not' think you would get the best 
men ; you would get the most active and unscrupulous. · · 

2784. In your opinion the staff would not be improved? It would deteriorate rapidly: such a scheme 
of managing an Hospital is unknown in the British dominions. The only alteration I can see would be to 
have them el~cted by subscr~bers. 

2785. Do you approve of private wards being established in the Hospital? There is a great deal to 
be said on both sides. We find the want of them to a certain extent, but I should say we would have 
considerable difficulty in persuading Parliament to find the money to create practically a private hospital 
for the benefit of medical men. If you create a private hospital you must provide medical attendance, 
because you cannot expect honorary surgeons to attend them, and patients would be required to pay the 
same fees for attendance as were paid outside. Then there would be the difficulty as to medical attendance. 
Medical men would claim a rig·ht to come and attend to their own patients, and so the Hospital would be 
thrown open to a staff so large that it would not work. 

2786. Would it be d~sirable to have private wards to treat cases arising out of accident, if the patient 
expressed a wish to be treated in the Hospital? I see no objection, if the patients paid for attendance. 
The room at prei;ent occupied by private patients is an operation room, and when it is occupied we are 
compelled to ·do the operations in the general wards. We have no private wards for patients, and this is 
an improper use of the operation room, and intP.rferes with the work of the Hospital. 

2787. Then you think tliat a few more rooms of that sort would be serviceable? It would not be 
objectionable, but the honorary staff give their services on the understanding that they are working. for the 
poor, and if people of means come in and occupy those wards the medical men would require to be paid. 
If you take in paying patients you would almost require to tlfrow the Hospital open to all the medical men 
in the place. 

2788. Do you think that would be objectionable? I think it would be impracticable. No control 
could be established over the medical men. My hospital experience tells me that such a proposal is 
impracticable. 

2789. Do you know any hospitals in which a system like that is adopted? I am not aware of one. 
I doubt if one exists. · · 

2790. Do you think it would be desirable to establish a ward for bommopathic patients to admit of 
them being treated by that system? If you had a hommopatliist on the staff of the Hospital, I say that 
it would be unworkable, and would disorganise the whole place according to the ·way the Hospital is at 
present worked. There are four honorary surgeons, A. B. C. & D. : all the patients coming in in one week 
go to A., so long as his beds can hol<l them, When his beds are full they go to the relieving man who has 
been the one to admit during the previous week. - It then falls to B. to take his turn, and' then follows 
C. and D. If you had a hornmopathist on the staff he would have to take his full share of the patients, and 
we have never heard anything to show that a large number of persons desired to be treated by hommopathy. 
Then there can be no such thing as hommopathic surgery; it is just the same as general surgery, and for 
surgical cases there can be no necessity for hommopathy at all. 

2791. If a person desired to be treated hommopathically he would naturally require to be treated by· 
the medical man professing that? Yes, and he would either have too many patients or too few. It would 
be open to him to say this or that case is not suitable for hommopathy. That would give him an 
opportunity of picking and choosing the cases, and refusing all the dirty and unmanageable ones. When 
cases such as cancer and other incurable diseases, that no credit could be got out of, came befo1·e him he 
would say hommopathy would not suit them. Then in all serious cases the staff consults, b'ut you could 
not consult with a hommopathist, because you have no common grounds to go upon. I do not think you 
will find any hospital where there is a hommopathist on the staff with the other medical men. Nor do I 
think t1rnt there is any demand for such treatment. There is a Hommopathic Hospital in London, with 
300 beds, but in their annual report it is stated that they only treated 700 patients in 12 months. 

2792. It is said that there is still friction going on, and that the nurses are not working amicably? I 
know tlie nurses are invaluable, and do their work in a style and manner beyond praise, and I have never 
seen or heard of any unpleasantness. 

, 2793. By J.1'fr. Lewi.s.-Do you think many subscriptions would come from the public? No, I do not 
think it. It was tried about 25 years ago by the late Dr. Crowther and failed, and I am satisfied that where 
he could have got ten guineas then we could not get one now. The public have got into the habit of looking 
upon the Hospital as a Govern'ment Institution. · 

2794. Do you think that patients well off should be refused? It is a public hospital, and I do not 
think you can refuse ; but I think it is a great abuse of a public hospital that a medical man should be 
called u:pon to attend such cases without pay. · · 

2795. And such a system should be discouraged? It has always been discouraged, · except in cases 
that cannot be treated outsi_de, such as cases of fever. During t~e prevalence of the fever epidemic it was 
impossible to obtain adequate assistance, and a number of paying patients were urged to come here, by 
myself among others, for the sake of th_e nursing. 

2796. Can you suggest a remedy? The only remedy I can suggest is that they be treated as private 
patients, and charged· accordingly. · 

2797. · If so, would you recommend that private rooms be provided? No, because I think it would be 
an abuse of public money. I think.there should be_a private hospital, and if there was sufficient enterpris_e 
it might.be done: I have often thought of doing it myself, or assistiI?,g to do it. I do not think that there 

• : • •, • •• I ' 
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. shoutd be private patients in a purely Government establishment. If it was done in a hospital like this, it 
would require to be thrown open to all the medical men in town. 

2798. Do you think that confidence in the Hospital is on the increase among the lower classes ? I 
cannot say. I do not go hunting for rnalcontents, but I can say that the gratitude of people on. leaving. 
the Hospital is increasing. 

DR. HARDY called in and examined. 

2799. What is your name? James Arthur Hardy. 
~880. You am a :Medical Practitioner residing in Hobart? Yes. 
2801. You have had some experience in connection with the General Hospital at Launceston as an 

Honorary Medical "Officer? Yes, I was Honorary Surgeon in Launceston Hospital for a number of years. 
2802. What is your opinion of the system of Honorary Surgeons here? I think it might be improved. 
2803. In what particular? I think the system is neither one thing nor another. You have a system 

of so-called nominal Honorary Medical Officers, and you have a system of nominal House Surgeons who 
occupy the position midway between House Surgeon and Superintendent. In England you. have the 
nominal House Surgeon system, who is not paid, but comes for the experience, practice, and knowledge 
gained, and who pays sometimes as high as 50 guineas ; but here the House Surgeon is a much bigger 
man. I think it would be better to have the Launceston system, and the English system better than the 
Launceston. 

2804. Your objection is to the responsibility being put on the House Surgeon? The whole respon
sibility should be on one man. In Launceston the Superintendent has the responsibility. The honorary 
medical staff is a pnre far<'e, and are only sent for if Dr. Thompson thinks fit to send for them. 

2805. Is not the House Surgeon subordinate nominally? As a matter of fact he does most of the 
work. 

2806. I understand you to say that you approve of the system in operation in the Launceston Hospital? 
Yes, judging from the number of years I watched it, and the success it has attained. I did not approve 
ofit at first, but I changed my opinion when I saw it work so well and satisfactorily. I think it is a very 
fair service. 

2807. While you have Dr. Thompson? While yon have a good man. 
2808. You have sent patients to the General Hospital? Frequently. 
2809. Do you find any difficulty in persuading patients to go to the hospital? I found a difficulty for 

a time when the dish~water soup business was being discussed, but except for that unfortunate condition 
of affairs I have not felt any difficulty. I have found many very glad to go. 

2810. Do you attribute this repugnance to tbese stories? That, no doubt, frightened people, and also · 
the stories about the bodies being mixed. 

2811. Do you find that repugn3:nce incrrnsing? No, I think that there is less. I sent in recently 4 
or 5 cases of typhoid, and did not find any difficulty. 

2812. By Dr. Huston.-Do you approve of paying patients? I disapprove of paying patients being 
mixed with free patients. I disapprove of the system adopted here of paying patients being admittecl. 
I think the two systems should be separate. · 

2813. How would you remedy that? I would make this Hospital entirely free, and have a rigitl 
system of investigation, and allow no improper cases into it, barring cases of emergency that you cannot 
refuse. Hospitals are abused frequently. I have seen it in Eng-land as well as here. In Launcestim a 
most rigid enquiry is made. 

2814. Do yon approve of private patients being admitted, such as those suffering from delirium 
tremens? I think there should be padded rooms provided, and such patients should be charged a fee in 
proportion to what it would cost them to be treated outside,-that is, three or four times what is charged at 
present. 

2815. Do you know any hospital where there are private wards availnble for general practitioners? 
Yes, St. Thomas's, London, where I believe any practititioner can· attend and charge fees, which vary fronn 
twelve guineas per week. It is an experiment, and has been discussed in medical papers, and so far it 
seems to have .answered well. 

2816. Do you think the Hospital Board should be nominee or elected? I would rather see it partially 
maintained by ,private subscription and the members partly elected from the subscribers, but while it is a 
government institution I think you might as well have a nominee Board as an elective one. As a matter 
of principle I think a nominee Board is not as good as an elective one. 

2817. Don't you think that the public are fairly represented on the Board? Yes. I am not speaking 
of this Board, I am speaking of a principle. If you nanow it down to this Board, I think you have a very 
excellent Board. 

2818. And fairly representative? Yes. 

• 2819. Have you heard any complaints from your patients as to their treatment in the Hospital? No; 
I. think that taking it all round I have heard less than I have heard in other places. People come out 
satisfied and grateful. · · 

2820. What do you think about the establishment of a homceopathic ward? That means a homreo
pathic doctor, and it is impossible, as far as I can see, without making great alterations, that you could 
arrange to work such a ward. There are so many difficulties in the way of consultations, &c. Then in 
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the absence ofthe h'ommopathic surgeon, who is to treat those cases? Is the House Surgeon to. practice 
as a homreopathist? There are so many difficulties in the way that I cannot see how you can arrange it. 

2821. By .ilfr. B1·own.-Do you think that the Medical Staff should be paid for attendance on paying 
patients? No. I think that would be interfering with all the medical men in town. 

2822. By Dr. Huston.-Have you anything to add to your evidence? It appears to me that it would 
be a great advantage if a system was introduced of Assistant Medical Officers, and let one or two of the 
younger men be assistant surgeons to attend the out-patients, and to attend to the wards in the surgeon's 
absence. That ·system would be very useful if it was provided here, as elsewhere, that a man must retire 
at a certain period and become a consulting doctor. I suggest that the young men should be attached to 
the staff, and work up to a position on it. It would be a good system, and would take a lot of work from 
the House Surgeons,-for example, they could attend to the out-patients. 

JAMES M'DON ALD called in and examined. 

2823. What is your name? James M'Donald. 
2824. You are a.labourer in the employment of the Corporation? Yes. 
2825. Have you been at any time a patient in this Hospital? Yes. 
2826. On more than one occasion ? Two or three times. 
2827. How were you treated? Quite well; I have nothing to complain of. I was treated as well 

as any man could be inside. 
2828. What was your complaint? Water. 
2829. Have you been treated as an out-patient? No ; but I. had occasion to come m once or twice 

during the night suffering from urine. 
2830. Were you treated? Yes, by Dr. Parkinson. 
2831. Have you any complaint to make? No. He could take no water from me, and I went home 

and sent for Dr. Crowther. 
2832. How long ago is that? It was some time in 1886. 
2833 What time was it that you came? About two or three o'clock in the morning. 
2834. And the doctor was roused up ? Yes. 
2835. And passed an instrument, and you got relief? No, no water came. 
2836. How long were you here? About a quarter of an hour. He operated twice, and could not 

get water. 
2837. Did he leave an instrument in you? He left an instrument in me one morning, and went away 

into his own house. I asked the old man in attendance, and he said he has gone home to his own house, · 
and I said then there is no need of me staying here, so I pulled the instrument out, and I was bleeding all 
the way down the street. On reaching· home I sent for Dr. Crowther, who came with his cloak on, and in 
I1alf a minute he took the water out. 

2838. You went away yourself? Yes. 
2839. Did the Doctor tell you? No; I asked the man to go and ask the Doctor, and the man said 

that the Doctor had gone home. 
2840. Do you know whether the Doctor was coming back? I do not know ; he did not .come back 

while I was there. 
2841. How long did you stand with the catheter inside you? I was standing there for 10 minutes 

holding the basin, and really and trnly I thought I would have died of the shivers with the cold upon me. 
T said to the man, "For God's sake see if the Doctor is coming back," but he said the Doctor had gone to 
his ho~e, and I said, " I will go for Dr. Crowther." 
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APPENDIX A. 

PUBLIC Expenditure in the va1·ious Colonies of Australasia in connection w·ith Hospitals, 
Benevolent Asylums, and other Charitable Institutions. 

· THERE is great diflirulty in obtaining the necessary details for the purpose of analysing and comparing 
figures relating to the Charities of the various Colonies. · 

' ' 

Ii'i some of the Statistical Records the statements are full enough as regards certain institutions, but 
are imperfect as regards others. In the greater number the most important details are often lacking: 

The o_nly satisfactory mode of comparison is to ascertain the cost per head of population as regards 
Public Expenditure. The cost per inmate cannot be obtained in this way, as the various objects of charity 
differ so much in each Colony, and a considerable portion is expended outside of Public Institutions, and 
the necessary information for s11ch analysis is not given except by Tasmania, New South Wales, and 
Victoria. 

The cost per inmate is also further complicated by the circumstances of each institution,-some being 
wholly or largely supported by the Government, others are only partially aided by the Government. This 
being so, the Government Statistician has been obliged to keep the Public Expenditure distinct from 
matters relating to the economy of particular institutions regarded fly themselves. 

The following Statement shows a comparison of the Public Expenditure on all forms of Charity in 
each Colony for the latest years in which the fuller particulars could be obtained. 

EXPENDITURE. 

PUBLIC ExPENDITTJRE. CosT PER HEAD OF POPULATION. 

Colony. Hospitals Other HoS]Jitals, Other 
including In- Cltaritable TOTAL, including In- Charitable TOTAL. 

sane. Expenditure. . ~ane. Expenditure . 

£. £ £ s. s. s. 
Victoria ........................ 154,566 119,139 273,705 3·13 2·41 5·54 
New South Wales ............ 116,744 54,166 170,910 2·44 1·31 3·57 
Queensland .................... 56,915 27,812 84,727 3·32 1·62 4·94 
South Australia ............... 47,643 39,719 87,360 3·05 2·54 5·59 
Western·Australia ............ ... ... 16,464 ... ... 9·36 
New Zealand ......... .-........ ... ,. . 70,766 ... ... 2·40 
Tasmania ...................... 29,894 22,900 52,794 4·35 3·34 7·69 

It will be seen from this table that, with the exception of Western Australia, the cost per head of 
population is very mnch higher than in the remainder,-the following being the order of the Colonies 
beginning with the lowest cost :- ' 

(1) New Zealand, 2·40s.; (2) New South Wales, 3·57s.; (3) Queensland, 4·94s.; (5) Victoria, 
5·54s.; (6) Tasmania, 7·69s.; (7) Western Australia, 9·36s. 

This relatively higher cost is not due to lack of economy in the local institution, as a partial enquiry 
shows the rate pe1· case 01· inmate to be as low in Tasmania as elsewhere, so far as Institutions other than 
Hospitals are concerned, thus :-

Benev?le:nt_ Asylums. 
Cost per inmate. 

V1ctor1a ........................................... . 
New South Wales ............................... . 
Tasmania ......................................... .. 

£ 
20·39 
14·24 
14·22 

The local General Hospitals, however, do not compare so favourably, if we may take Victoria as a 
standard :- . 

Cost pe1· head of Inmate. 

Victoria .............. : ... : ...... . 

{ 

Hobart; ......... .. 
Tasmania Launceston .... .. 

New Norfolk ... , 

Average No. 
IJaily Inmate. 

1701·5 
77·0 
73·0 

278·0 

General Hospitals. 

£ .~. d. 
60 5 2 
9112 1 
70 14 5 

Insane Hospital. 

£ s. d. 
30 18 1 

34 7 4 

But it must be borne in mind that in the larger centres of population centralization of patients lessens . 
relatively coflt of machinery and equipment: e.g., owing to this cause, Waratah Hospital cost £:262 15s 6d 
per head of daily average inmate, although cost absolutely was on1y £1051 per year, to Hobart £7053 
per year. 
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There is one point, however, that is clear, viz., that the cost of maintaining General Hospitals in 
Tasmania falls more upon the Central Government and less upon private effort than in Victoria. Thus, 
private effort in the latter Colony subscribes or provides over 57 per cent. of the revenue of the General 
H ospita)s, Only 19 per cent. of the revenue is raised from private sources for Hospitals in Tasmania. 

Mr. Hayter states that in Melboume and suburbs during the month of October in each year the 
last Saturday and S~rnday are set apart for making collelltions in aid of the Charitable Institutions, and is 
warmly taken up by the Clergy of all denominations, who preach sermons in aid thereof on these days. 
Superintendents of Sunday Schools and other Schools, also business people, devote much energy to the 
collection of subscriptions on these days. 

Perhaps the absence of organisation locally may have accounted for the lack of private effort in 
Tasmania towards the support of Benevolent Institutions, and it is no doubt in pa1·t due to this lack 
that the relative ex•pense of Charitable Institutions borne by the General Government is heavier than in: 
the greater part of the other Colonies. There are other reasons, no doubt, such, for example, as the 
extraordinary number of old J>ersons who are either sickly in Hospitals or indigent in Asylums. This is 
indicated by the very high relative number of inmates in Benevolent Asylums as compared with Victoria 
and New South Wales :-

Benevolent Asylums. 

. Victoria ................... .. 
New South Wales ....... . 
Tasmania .... .' ............ . 

Inmates, 
Daily Average. 

1851 
1888 
820 

Inmates per 
1000 of Popul,ation . 

19 
19 
58 

The Statistician trusts that, although he has not been able to give more satisfactory tables of com
parison, that the observations now made may prove to be of some service to the Royal Commission. 

ROBT; M. JOHNSTON, Government Statistician.' 

APPENDIX B: 
COMPARATIVE Return of Rations and Cash issued for Te~ Years past. 

Year. Rations. Cost. Cash. Total 
Cost. 

1, z. 3. ,. £ £ £ 
1878 ............ 6027 2220 3~5 1353 1121 2474 } Three last years' Government ]879 ............ 6027 2077 327 1264 1120, 2384 
1880 ............ 5070 2128 267 1119 1120 2239 Disbursement. 
1881..:· .. ~ ...... 4135 2049 199 957 957 1914 £325 
1882 ............ 4101 2003 239 951 734· 1685 l554 
1883 ............ 3458 1676 349 822 731 1553 686 
1884 ............ 3474 1409 383 789 750 1539 700 Saving effected through 1885 ............ 3315 1145 379 725 760 1485 754 
1886 ............ 2891 890 396 626 830 1456 783 B. S. Agency. 

]887 ............ 3203 764 418 657 890 1547 692 
----
£4494 

Estimated Cost of Rations; 3s. each. 

Scale. 

1 .......................... .. 
·2' ......................... .. 
3 .......................... . 

SCALE of Rations. 

.Bread.•• ... • 

· Loaves. 
8 
4 

.. Tea . ... 

ozs. 
6 
8 

12 

.. ·Sugai•." 

. lbs. 
2 
3 
4 

Rice 01· 

Oatmeal . 

lbs. 
2 
4 
4 

.No. 1 given, as a rule, to famUi'es. No. 2, Aged Couples. No. 3, Single Persons. 
' ' . 

WILLIAJII THOl!AS STR'iiTT, 
GOTERNMENT PRINTER, TASMANIA. 


