
(No. 29.) 

187 9. 

TASMANIA. 

L E G ISLA TI VE C O U N C I L. 

RAGGED SCHOOLS: 

REPORT FOR 1878. 

Laid upon the Table by Mr. Crowther, and ordered by the Council to be printed, 
September 9, 1879. 



RAGGED SCHOOL REPORT, 1878. 
i 

THE past year has seen some important changes in the maqagement of these Schools. Two of them 
have now been placed entirely under the charge of female teachers; teachers of great experience, 
wh·ose names have been long connected with the Schools, and whose services have secured the perfect 
corifi.dence of your Committee. Changes have also been made in two of the infant departments; 
one of the teachers· having left for another positiou, and the second-Miss E. Mitchell-having been 
put in charge· of the up}-ler classes in the Cascades Road School. These changes have not, however, 
impaireJ,the·efficiency of the Schonls nor lessened the attendance; the numbers are in fact larger now 
than they have been for some years. In Watchorn-street the number on the rolls has been for the 
past year 129, the number in attendance 95; iu Collins-·street 160 on the rolls, in attendance 117; 
and in the Cascades Road the numbers have been 204 and 145; · that is, on the whole 493 on the 
books, in attendance 357; being 17 more in attendance than last y~ar, and ,37 more than in 1876. 
It is worth notice that the infant rooms in all the Schools have been crowded : · in Collins-street and 
Watchorn-street the usual average has exceeded 60; while in the Cascades Road it has often been 
up to 80 and 90. 

The sewing of the girls has been carried on as usual, and a ~:ood deal of work-said by com­
_petent judges to have been creditably executed-:-was displayed in June last, when the usual distribu­
tion of winter clothing was made-in all the schools. There m·e now three very efficient Committees 
of Ladies, by whose exertions the means are collected, the material provided ; and assistance is given 
by them in preparing and superintending the work. 

The Schools were publicly and carefully examined before the Christmas recess by the Secretary 
and members of your Committee; and of these examinations very fair and favourable reports 
appeared in the two newspapers of tl1e city. 

The Schools are now also, as you are aware, placed under Government inspection; and your 
Committee submit the few following sentences from the official Report of Mr. Stephens:-" The 
examination of these ·Schools occupied from the 6t11 tu the 19th of August, with little intermission; 
the weather was exceptionally wet and stormy, and visits had to be repeated in order to secure a fair 
muster in some of the classes. As to the general working of the Schools there is little to add to the 
remarks made last year. ,x, "'' The semi-religious character which usually distinguishes the 
Institution does not appear to attach any longer tu these Ragged Schools, so far as sectarian teaching 
is concerned: * * The Schools a.re undoubtedly doing a good work, and doing it on the 
whole more satisfactorily than would be possib!e in an ordinary public school, where the children 
would be chiefly under the control of young and inexperienced p!ipil teachers. A lively interest is 
taken in the children by the visiting Committee of Ladies, whose general oversight aud practical 
co-operation with the teachers are of very great advantage to the Schools." 

In their last R,eport your Committee Vl'nt•1red to suggest that the time might be supposed to 
have now arrived when. tliese Schools with their staff of teachers might conveniently, and with 
perhaps small disadvantage, Le hnnded over to the Government, and brought into connection with 
the general education system of the Colony; but this suggestion has evoked so strong an expression 
of public opinion," that Institutions which lrnve ,done so much in the past for the intellectual, moral, 
and religious training of the neglected youth of this cityrshould not be disbanded, but should rather 
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be continued and worked with renewed energy and vigour,"-and it has called forth also a formal 
promise of liberal support from so many gentlemen hitherto outside the regular members of the 
Association, and whose names have never appeared among the subscribers to its funds,-that your 
Committee, while they feel constrained for the present to acquiesce, feel at the same time encouraged 
and entitled to expect that they will be enabled by increasing funds to feel without anxiety the 
responsibilities of the future. 

JOHN STORIE, Hon. Secretary. 
Hobart Town, 5th March, 1879. 

THE TREASURER-iii-account with tlte HoBART TowN RAGGED ScHooi AssocIATION. 

mi. £ s. d. 
Cash received from Government for Grant 

in Aid ..................... ;,.;.:... 3Q0l'-0i 0 
Ditto to supplement public subscriptions· 
. July, 1877, to September, 1878.. 152 8 3 

Ditto, subscriptions and donations . . . • 120 · 19 · 6 

£573 7 9 
Balance due Treasurer ......... .-........ 7 7 10 

£580 15 7 

C!rr. 
Balance of account f'r0m December 31, 1878 
A.mount paid for: /1'6.ition' .. at the three 

Schools ....................•....... 
Gratuity to Miss Wright ......... , ..... . 
Repairs .... · ..................••....... 
Stationery, &c ...................... .. 
Printing, advertising, &c .......•••...... 
Fuel. .....................••.•........ 
Fire insurance on buildings.... . . . . . .... 
Hire of Freemasons Hall .••....•......... 
Cleaning nt Casc11de Hoar! School .•• , .... 
Interest on ovcrdrnft at Bank: .•......•.. 

£ IJ. 

57 12 

453 12 
5 0 

15 10 
23 0 

7 13 
75 
3 18 
I . 0 
5 0 

. I 3 

£580 15-

d. 
0 

8 
0 
1 
4. 
6, 
9' 
0: 
0 
0 
3 
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Audited and found correct. 
CHAS. CROSBY, Treasurer. 

Holia,·i Town, 17th Februa'l'!I, 1879. 
R. 'A. MATHER. 

J.AJIES BARN.A.RD, 
GOVERNMENT l'RINTER, TASMANIA. 


