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T .fl E GOVERNOR'S COMl\IISSION. 

GREETING-

VICTORIA R. 
VICTORIA, by the Grace of GoD, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 

and Ireland, Queen, De.fender of the Faitli. To Our trusty and well-beloved 
FREDERICK ALOYSIUS WELD, Esq:uire. 

I. WHEREAS We did, by certain Letters Patent under the Great Seal of Our United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland, bearing date at Westminster the Twenty-ninth day of December, One 
thousand eight hundred and sixty-eight, in the Thirty-second Year of Our Reign, constitute and 
appoint Our trusty and well-beloved Charles Du Cane, Esquire; to be Our Governor and Com­
mander-in-Cµief in and over Our Colony of Tasmania and its Dependencies, for and during Our 
Will and Pleasure, as upon relation being had to the said recited Letters Patent will more folly and 
at large appear : · 

And whereas by certain other Letters Patent under the Great Seal aforesaid, bearing date at 
Westminster the Eleventh day of March, One thousand eight hundred and seventy, in the Thirty­
third year of Our Reign, We did provide that the powers of Our Governor should not vest in 01!f 
Lieutenant-Governor or the Officer Administering the Government of Our said Colony of Tasmama 
and its Dependencies until he had taken the usual Oath of Office : 

Now know you that We have revoked and determined, and by these Presents do revoke and 
determine the said recited Letters Patent, and every clause, article, and thing therein contained. 
And further know you that We, reposing especial trust and confidence in the prudence, courage, 
and loyalty of you the said FREDERICK ALovsrus WELD, of Our special grace, certain knowledge, 
and i_nere motion, have thought fit to. constitute and appoint, and by these presents do co~stitut? a~d 
appomt yon to be for and during Our will and pleasure Our Governor and Commander-m-Chief m 
and over Our Island of Tasmania, and of all Islands and 'l'erritories lying to the southward of 
Wilson's Promontory, in the Province of Victoria, in Thirty-nine degrees Twelve minutes of South 
Latitude, and to the Northward. of the Forty-fifth degree of South Latitude, and between ~he One 
hundred and fortieth and One hundred and fiftieth degrees of Longitude East from Greenwich, and 
also of Macquarie Island, lying to the South-east of the said Island of Tasmania (all which Islands 
and Territories We declare to constitute Our Colony of Tasmania), and of all Forts and Garriso:z:is 
e.rected and established, or which shall be erected and established, within the said Colony of Tasmama 
.or within any of its said Dependencies. And We do hereby authorise and command you to do and 
execute all things in due manner that shall belong to your said Command, and the trust We ~ave 
reposed in you, according to the several powers. and authorities granted or appointed you by v1~tue 
of this present Commission and the Instructions herewith ·g·iven you, or by such further Instructrons 
~.!:l.IJH,ty hereaft(:Jf be given by Us, under Our Sign~Manual and Signet, or by Our Order in Our 
Privy Council, ·or through one of Our Principal Secretaries of State, and according to such Laws as 
are now or shall hereafter be in force in Our said Colony. 

II. And We do hereby authorise and empower you to keep and use the Public Seal of Our said 
Colony for sealing all things whatsoever that shall pass the said Seal. 

III. And We do further authorise and empower you, in Our name and -on Our behalf, to make 
and execute under the said Seal, Grants and Dispositions of any Lands which may be lawfully 
granted and disposed of by Us within our said Colony. 

· IV. And We do hereby declare our pleasure to be that there shall be an Executive Council for 
Our said Colony; and that the said Council shall consist of such Persons or Officers as are _now or 
may at any time be declared by any Law enacted by the Legislature of Our said Colony to be 
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Members of the said Council, and of such other persons as y'ou shall from time to time in Our 
name and on Our behalf, but subject to any such Law as aforesaid, appoint under the said Seal to 
be Members of the said Council. . · · · . , ·· 

V. And We do further authorise and empower you to constitute and appoint in Our name 
and on Our behalf all such Judges, · Commissioners,. Justices of the Peace, and other necessary 
Officers and Ministers of Our said Colony as may be lawfully constituted or appointed by Us. 

VI. And We do hereby authorise and empower.you, as you shall see occasion, in Our name 
and on Our behalf, when any crime has been committed within- Our said Colony, or for which the 
Offender may be tried therein, to grant a .Pardon to any accomplice, not being the actual perpetrator 
of such crime, who shall ,give such information and evidence as shall lead to the apprehension and 
conviction of the principal Offender; and further to grant to any Offender convicted of any crime 
in any Court, or before any Judge, Justice, or Magistrate within Our said Colony, a Pardon, either 
free or subject to lawful conditions, ·or any respite of the execution of the sentence of any such 
Offender for such period as to you may seem fit ; and_ to remit any fines, penalties, or forfeitures 
which may become due and payable to Us. 

VII. And We do hereby authorise and empower you, so far as We lawfully may, upon 
sufficient cause to you appearing, to remove from his office, or to suspend from the . exercise of the 
same, any person exercising any such office or place_ within Our said Colony, under or by virtue of 
any Commission or V{ arrant granted, or which may be granted, by Us in Our name or by Our 
authority. 

VIII. And We do hereby further authorise and empower you to exercise all powers lawfully 
belonging to Us in respect of the summoning, proroguing, or dissolving any Legislative Body now or 
hereafter established within Our said Colony, and in respect of the appointment of Members thereto; 

IX. And We do by these presents authorise and empower you, within Our said Colony:, to 
exercise all such powers as We may be entitled to exercise therein in respect of granting Licences 
for Marriages, Letters of Administration, and Probates of Wills, and with respect to the custody and 
management of Idiots and Lunatics, and their estates. 

. ·\ 

X. And We do hereby declare Our pleasure to be that, in the event of your death, incapacity, 
or absence out of the said Co}ony, all and every the powers and authoritif3s herein .granted to you, . 
shall, until Our further pleasure is signified therein, be vested in such person as may be appointed · · 
by Us under Our Sign-Manual and Signet to·be Our Lieutenant-Governor of Our said ·Colony, or 
if there shall be no such Lieutenant-Governor in Our said Colony, then in such .person or persons.as 
may be appointed by Us under Our Sign-Manual and Signet to administ~r the Government of' the 
same. Provided that no such powers or authorities shall vest in such Lie4tenant-Governor, or such 
other person or persons, until he or they shall have taken the oaths appointed to be taken by the 
Governor of ~ur said Colony, and in the manner provided by the instr4ctions accompanying this 
Our Comm1ss10n. · i -. 

XI. And We do hereby require and command all Our Officers and Ministers, civil and 
military, and all other the inhabitants of the said Colony, to be obedient, aiding, and assisting unto 
you the said FREDERICK ALOYSIUS WELD, or in the event of your death, incapacity, or -absence, to 
such person or persons as may from time to time, under the provisions ?f this .Our Commission, 
administer the Government of Our said Colony. 

In Witness whereof We have caused these Our Letters to be made Patent. Witness Ourself 
at Westminster, the Twenty-seventh day of August, in the Thirty-eighth X ear of Our Reign. 

'. 
By Warrant under the Queen's Sign~Manual. 

C. ROMILLY, 
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INSTRUCTIONS passed under the Royal Sign-Manual and Signet to FREDERICK ALOYSIU~ 

WELD, Esquire, as Governor and Commander-in- Chief of the Colony of Tasmania and its 
Dependencies. 

VICTORIA R. 

_INSTRUCTIONS to Our Trusty and Well-beloved FREDERICK ALoYsrus ·WELD, Esquire, Ou,r Governor 
and Commander-in-Chief in and over ·our Colony of Tasmania and its Dependencies; or, in his absence, 
to Our Lieutenant-Governor, or the Officer Administering the Govermµent of Our said Colony and 
its Dependencies for the time being. Given at Our Court at Balmoral, this Twenty-seventh day of 
August, 1874, in the Thirty-eighth Year of Our Reign. 

I. WHEREAS by a Commission under the Great Seal of Our United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
.Ireland, bearing even date herewith, We have constituted and ~ppointed you to be, for and during Our 
,will and pleasure, Our Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over Our Colony of Tasmania, as 
;therein constituted and described,. and have further authorised and· commanded you to do and execute all 
things in due manner that shall !>elong to your said ·command, and the trust thereby reposed in you, 
:according to the several powers and directions therein mentioned, and particularly according to such 
instructions as should therewith be given to you. Now, therefore, We do by these Our instructions under 
_Our Sign Manual and Signet, being the instl'Uctions so referred to as aforesaid, declare Om- pleasure to be, 
that you shall with all due solemnity cause Our said Commission to be read and published in the presence 
of the Chief Justice for the time being or other Judge of the Supreme Court of Our said Colony, and of' 
the Members of the Executive Council thereof; and you shall then and there take the oath of allegiance 
in the form provided by an Act passed in the Session holden in the thirty-first and thirty-second years of 
Our reign, intituled An Act to amend the Law relating to promissory Oaths, and likewise that you do 
take the oath for the due execution of the office and trust of Our Governor and Commander-in-Chief in 
and over Our said Colony, and for the due and impartial administration of justice, which said oaths the 
Chief Justice for.the time being of Our said Colony, or, in his absence, any Judge of the Supreme Court 
of Our said Colony, shall and he is hereby required to tender and administer unto you. 

II. And we do authorise and require you from time to time, and at any time hereafter, by yourself 
or by any other person to be authorised by you in that behalf, to administer to all and every persons or 
person, as you shall think fit, who shall hold any office or place of trust or profit, the said oath of 
allegiance, together with such other oath or oaths as may from time to time be prescribed by any Laws 
or Statutes in that behalf made and provided. 

III. And we do require you to communicate forthwith to Our Executive Council for Our ~aid 
Colony these Our instructions, and likewise all such others from time to time as you shall find convement 
for Our service to be imparted to them. 

IV. And We do hereby direct and er'ijoin, that Our said Executive Council shall not prcceed to 
the dispatch of business unless duly summoned by your authority, nor unless two Members at least 
( exclusive of yourself or the Member presiding) _ be present and assisting throughout the whole of the 
meetings at which any such business shall be dispatched. , 

V. And we do further direct and enjoin that you do attend and Preside at the meetings of Our said 
Executive Council, unless when prevented by some necessary or reasonable cause; and that in your absence 
such Member as may be appointed by you in that behalf, or, in the absence of any such Member, the 
Senior Member of the said Executive Council actually present shall Preside at all such meetings ; _the 
seniority of the Members of the Council being regulated according to the ·order of their respective appomt­
ments as Members of Our said Council. 

VI. And We do further direct and enjoin that a full and exact Journal or Minute be kept of all the 
deliberations, acts, proceedings, votes, and resolutions of Our said Executive Council, and that at each 
meeting of the said Council the Minutes of the last meeting be read over, confirmed, or amended, as the 
case may require, before proceeding to the dispatch of any other business, 

VII. And v\T e do fm;ther direct and enjoin tlmt in the execution of the powers and authorities 
committed to you by Our said Commission, you do in all cases consult with Our said Executive Council, 
excepting only in cases which may be of such a nature that, in your judgment, Our service would sustain 
material prejudice by consulting Our Council thereupon; or whe.11 the matters to be decided shall .be too 
unimportant to require their advice, or too urgent to admit of their advice b,eing given by the time within 
which it may be necessary for you to act in respect of any such matters. Provided that in all such 
urgent cases you do subsequently, and at the earliest practicable period, communicate to the said Council 
the measures which you may so have a_dopted, with the reasons thereof. 

VIII. And We do authorise you in your discretion, and if it shall in any case appear right, to act in 
the exercise of the power committed to you by Our said Commission, in opposition to the advice which 
may in any such case be given to you by the Members of Our said Exec·utive Council. Provided never­
theless, that in any such case you do fully report to Us by the first convenient opportunity every such 
proceeding, with the grounds and reasons thereof. 

IX. And in the execution of so much of the powers as are vested in you by law for assenting to, 
or dissenting from, or reserving fo1· the signification of Our pleasure, Bills which have been passed by the 
Legislature of Our said Colony, We do direct and enjoin you to guide yourself, as far as may be practicable, 
by the following rules, directions, and instructions (that is.to say):-
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X. In the passing of all laws each differl)nt matter is to be provided for by a different law, without 
intermixing in one and the sam.e Act. such things as have no proper relatioµ to each other ; and no claus·~ 
!,s _to be. inserted i:µ or a'?:ne:x;l)d to any Act w-hi_ch shal~ be foreign to w,hat the Title of such Act' imports, 
and rio perpetual clause 1s to be par.t of any temporary law. 

XI. You are not to assent in Our name· to .any Bill of any one of the classes hereinafter specified, 
that is to say :- . • 

1. Any Bill for the divorce of persons joined together in Holy matrimony. 
2. Any Bill whereby any grant of land· or money or other donation or gratuity may be made to 

~ur~ . . . . . . . 
;3. Any Bm whereby any paper or other ·currency may be made a legal tender, except the coin 

of the 1;ealm or other gold o'r silver coiri. · · 
4. Any Bill im'posing differential duties, other than as allowed by the Australian Colonies 

D~~A~l~& . . . . 
5. Any Bill the provisions of which shall appear inconsistent with obligations imposed upon 

Us by Treaty. · . · • . 
6. Any Bill interfering with tJie discipline or control of Our forces in the Colony by land and sea. 
7. Any Bill of an extraordinary nature and importance, whereby Our prerogative, or the rights 

and property of Our subjects not residing ·in the Colony, or the trade and shipping of the 
.. United-Kingdom and its Dependencies, may be prejudiced. 

8. Any Bill containing provisions to which Our assent has been once refused, or which have 
been disallowed by Us :"'-

Unless such Bill shall contain a clause suspending the operation of such Bill until the signification 
,in the Colony of Our pleasure thereupon, or unless you shall have satisfied yourself that an urgent 
necessity exists iequiring that· such Bill be brought into immediate operation, in which case you are 
.il,uthorised to assent in Our name to such Bill unless the same shall be repugnant to the law of England, 
or inconsistent with any obligations imposed on Us by Treaty. But you are to transmit to Us by the 
earlies~ opportunity the Bill so assented to, together with your reasons for assenting thereto. 

: XII. You shall take care that all laws assented to by you in Our name, or reaerved for the signi­
:fication of Our pleasure thereon, shall, when transmitted by you, be fairly abstracted.in _the margins, and 
be accompanied in such cases as may seem to you necessary with such explanatory observations as may be 
,required to exhibit the reasons and occasion for proposing such laws; and you shall also transmit fair copies 
of the Journals and Minutes of the proceedings of the Legislative Bodies of Our said Colony, which you 
are to require fi;om the clerks or other proper officers in that be~ialf of the said Legislative Boclies. 

XIII. .And whereas We have by Our said Commission authorised and empowered you as you shall see 
occasion, in Our name and on Our behalf, to grant to any person convicted of any crime in any Court, or 
before any Judge, Justice, or Magistrate within Our said Colony, a pardon either free or subject to 
lawful conditions : Now We do hereby direct and enjoin you to call upon the Judge who presided at the 
trial of any offender who shall have been condemned to suffer death by the sentence of any Court within 
Our said Coluny to make to you a written report of the case of such offender, and imch report of the said 
Judge shall by you be taken into consideration at the first meeting thereafter which may be conveniently 
held of Our· said Executive Council, at which the said Judge may be specially summoned to attend; 
and you shall not pardon or reprieve any such offender as ·aforesaid, unless it shall appear to you expedient 
so to do, upon receiving the advice of Our Executive Council therein, but in .all such cases you are to 
decide either to extend or to withhold a pardon ·or reprieve, according to your own delibei·ate judgment, 
whether the Members of Our said Executive Council concur therein or otl~erwise; entering, nevertheless, 
on the Minutes of the said Council, a Minute of your reasons at length, in case you should decide any 
such questions in opposition to the judgment of the majority of the Members thereof. 

XIV. And We do further direct and enjoin that you do, to the utmost of your power, promote 
religion and education among the native,inhabitants of Our said Colony, or of the lands and islands thereto 
adjoining, and that you do especially take care to protect them in their persons, and in the free enjoyment 
of their possessions ; and that you do, by all lawful means, prevent and restrain all violence and injustice 
which may in any manner be practised or attempted against them. · • . ; . · 

XV. And We do further direct and enjoin that all Commissions granted by you 'to a~y person or 
persons to be Judges, Justices of the Peace, or other officers, shall, unless otherwise provided by law, be 
granted during pleasure only. 

XVI. And We do · further direct and eI1join that you .do forward to Us punctually from year to year; 
through one of Our Principal Secretaries of State, such annualreturns · as ·have been customarily trans­
mitted to Us from Our Colony of Tasmania relative to the revenue a11d expenditure, militia, public works, 
legislation, civil establishments, pensions, population, schools, course of exchange, imports and exports, . 
agricultural produce, manufactures, and other matters in the said " Blue Book ". more particularly 
specified, with reference to the state .and condition of Our said Colony. 

XVII. And whereas great prejudice may happen to Our service and to.the security of Out· said 
Colony by the absence of the Governor, you shall not upon any pretence whatever .quit Our said Colony 
witl10ut having first obtained leave from Us for. so doing under Our. Sign Manual and Signet, or through 
one of Our Principal Secretaries of State, except for the purpose of visiting any' neighboming Colony for 
p·eriods not exceeding one month at any one time, nor exceeding in the aggr~g~te one month for every 
year's service in the Colony. · · 

J"Al\lES BARNA.RO, 
GOY,ERNIIIENT PRINT1"R, TASMANIA,. 

V.R. 


