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. Costra, 'i.odi -o~tob'e°fr;' .l'Moi 
To tlie Honorable tlie Speaker House of Assembly, Hobart Town. 

Si°R(. ' . . . . 
;:,,, f DO myself the honor to submit to you that, on the 30th ult: the Honorable the Member fot 
West Devon presented to Parliament a Petition, signed by myself on my own behalf and on that-oft 
certain others for whom I.am agent, setting forth that the sum of one thousand pounds (£1000)i 
vot.ed· by· Parliament for defraying. the cost of improvements on the ,vest Castra Road and opening;, 
up·fresh crown land for sale is being, or has been, misapplied by. the Minister of Lands on the North· 
Motton Road; and the object of Parliament thereby defeated. 

I h'ave only just learned from the Honorable the Member for West Devon that you objected; 
to the receipt of my Petition "as informal because it asked for money." I beg most respectfully to'" 
state .that. such interpretation of my Petition is erroneous. I ask . for no fresh grant of money ; I 
only desire in the instancr:: submitted that the funds already voted by Parliament for a specific pur-,, 
pose· shall be applied thereto; and without presuming to indicate the· mode of procedure-that .shoul&· 
be::adopted in the case, I place it ai.1d the rightful interests of my employers· in the hands·of your1 

Ilonora:ble· House, as noted in the concluding-paragraph of my Petition. · 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 

Y~ur mosf obedient. Servant~ .. 
A. CRAlVFo'RD. 

To:ti~e' Ho11o~able tlie Speah~r and· Membm·s•oj the· House of Assembly qf Tasmania; 
in Parliament assembled; 

•.; 

The humble Petition of Andrew Craw:ford, a Lieutenant-Colonel on · the Retired List of Her Majesty's 
lndiah' Forces; residing in Castra.; Tasmania; 

RESP1':CTFULLY SHOWETH: 

i: Tli:Ai; yom:Petition~r is agent for a considerable·numbei· of office1;s ana'others·.connected with thi 
Indian Services, who, together· with and through him, have·purchased 10;536 acres of crown land in or m 
thejmmediate vicinity of Castra, the greater portion of which was so bought under the provisions of Sects. 
:f5'ttd9 of the Waste Lands Act, No. 10, ofl870. - -

2. That Sect. 18 of the Act qu~ted directs that" upon five thousand acres of land or upward~ being 
selected in such area, the Governor shall cause to be expended in making roads and bridges in or to such 
area any sum not exceeding ten shillings for every acre of land so selected.'' But, let it be rnmembered, 
that the money so expended has been contributed by the selectors themselves-was a moiety of the price 
they have had to pay for their land, and therefore can in no sense be regarded as a donation on the p:irt of 
the State, except it may be in respect to 930 acres paid for by Immigration Certificates. 

3. That so far back as 5th February, 1870, your Petitioners brought to the notice of the Honorable 
H. Butler, the then Minister of Lands, the absolute necessity for a direct road being made from the north­
west angle of the Castra district to Ulverstone, in order that the purchasers of land on Gunn's Plains 
might have reasm,able means of access to their properties; and your Petitioner begged that of the sums 
accruing from the sales of land in Castra .£100U might be devoted to the formation of the road specially 
voted. 

4. That the request of your Petitioner was acceded to, and a line of road laid out and roughly cleared 
under the supervision ofthe·late Mr. J. Frith, the work to that extent being finished in 1872. 

5. That this road at once gave new life to the district of North Motton, wl1ich .it -traverses, anil from 
which many of the first se.ttlers had fled, abandoning their selections and sacrificing the payments they had 
made upon them. 

' ' 
6. That your Petitioner, deeming that this new line of road would in due time be completed, forthwith 

purchased on behalf of his employers 1830 aci;es' ill' the :Ilarish of_N orth Motton, and his example has been 
followed by others buying to the extent ofmany'h:undreMofacres on and adjoining to the said new road. 
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7. That as this action on the part of your Petitioner and of others has conduced greatly to the general 
progress of the district, and whereas the sale of the said Crown Lands in North Motton resulted solely from 
the previous expenditure of the Castra money in opening up access thereto, your Petitioner felt that his 
constituents had a strong moral claim upon Government-for the completion of the road into Gunn's Plains; 
and he accordingly on many occasions made representations to that effect to the successive Ministers of 
Lands, begging that they would obtain from your Honorablc House the necessary sanction to such 
expenditure. 

8. That on the 15th October, 1877, the Honorable N. Brown moved in his place in Parliament (your 
Petitioner here quotes from the columns of the J.lfe1·cury), "That the amount of £1000 be appropriated for 
defraying the cost of improvements on the West Castra Road. This also he said was a branch road leading 
into an agricultural settlement, and it would open up more land. Since the amount had been put down he 
had received a letter from Colonel Crawford strongly urging the claims of the district for this sum." Your 
Petitioner would here observe that the claims he urged were those of the Castra (Gimn's Plains) District, 
~d ,not those. of North lVIotton, which had already received very considerable assistance in the formation of 
the first' five miles of road leading through it. 

. . ' 

9. That the above motion of the Minister d(Larids w'as passed by your Honorable House : That in 
the_ month of July following your Petitioner heard that the residents of North Motton had called a meetiiig 
and had-forwarded a request to the Minister of Lands that he would cause the £1000 voted by Parliament 
for ·the improvement of the South Castra Road to be laid out solely on the first five miles of it, viz., froi:ii" 
Ulverstoi:ie to the centre of North Motton: That on the-27th July, 1878, your Petitioner addressed the 
~finister of Lands on .this subject, and received a satisfactoiy reply thereto, dated 14th August, and a demi­
o:ffidal note of the following day, saying, "vVe will not expend the whole of the £1000 on the first five 
miles of the West Castra Road. The claims that you have brottght under my notice will have foll and -fair 
consideration. Mr. Cresswell has been instructed to place himself in communication with you with a view 
tho.-fixing a time for you to point-_out what, in yot\r opinion, may fairly be asked for on the upper portion of 
t e road." · - . . 

.:. : 10. That your Petitioner arranged with Mr. Cresswell to accompany him and inspect the upper 
portion of the West Castra Road and its entry into Gunn's Plains in the miJ<lle of November last, but was 
prevente~ from fulfilling thi~ intention through a severe_ accident which confined him to_ his house for a 
long-,perwd. Subsequently, .m March last, when he agam saw Mr. Cresswell, he learnt that the arrange-· 
ments of the late Minister of Lands had been cancelled, and ~hat the Parliamentary grant of £1000 was 
now to be expended on the first seven miles of the West Castra Road. 

ll. That your Petitioner at once sent remonstrance· (dated 31st March, 1879,) to the Hon. C. 
O'Reilly, and again at two s:ubsequ:ent dates, 13th June and 18th ultimo, but without avail. 

.- - 12. That yot{r. Petitio~er b~lieves that tlie sum of £1000 under reference was placed upon the 
Estimates of 1877 by'the Hon. N. Brown principally at the repeated and urgent representations of your 
Petitioner, and in recognition of the justice of the claim advanced by him ; whilst by the application of the 
said money as now proposed the Parliamentary mandate is contravened and the objects of the grant arc 
·defeated, as 110 entry into Gunn's Plains will be effected, nor any fresh land thrown open for sale ; whilst 
b~th those objects would be gained by adhering to the plan originally contemplated. 

:, ·i3. Lastly, yo~r Petitioner would respectfully represent-quoting from the Report by Select Com­
mittee on Messrs. Pillinger's Land Case, 8th October, 1878, "'l'hat if the transactions of one Commis­
sioner can be set aside and his representations and promises ignored by his successor, all public confidence 
i~ tl~e. department must be destroyed,"-:-your Petitioner therefore places his case and the rightful interests 
~f.l~1s employers in the hands of your Honorable House ; and, as in duty bound, will ever pray. . 

· Castra, 8th September, 1879. 

. . ~-. :_: 

ANDREW CRA W:r,'ORD, Lt.~Color:zel".. 

:SAMES DARNARD, -' __ 
GOVERNMENT ,PRiN.T.ER, TA.BM;Ul'.IA., 
. . .. . . . . . . ~- . ' . . . . . . . 


