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MAIN LINE RAILWAY CORRESPONDENCE.

Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company, Limited,
g Engineer's Office, Hobart Town, Tasmania, 13th December, 1872.
IR
"1 mave the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 10th instant, enclosing copy of
the “ Bill to further amend the Main Line of Railway Act,” which the Government propose intro-
ducing to Parliament, and am greatly obliged by the same.

I duly note your statement that this Bill contains the alterations of the existing law that the
Government are prepared to support ; and on referring thereto find that the principal difference
between the Government measure and the Draft Bill T had the honor to submit lies in the omission
of the two clauses relating to the remission.of wharfage rates and of local taxation. To this subject
your letter makes no allusion, except to acknowledge my letter of the 4th instant, with which I
enclosed a strong remonstrance from the Contractors about these charges.

In confirmation of this letter I-again have the honor to address you, and to suggest that the
eorrespondence with the former Government on this subject, which was long anterior to the signing
of the Contract in London, was of the nature of a Contract with the former Executive Government,
and is therefore a liability of their successors ; and that the honor and good faith of the country, no
less than the precedents binding the Executive of a Constitutional Government, require that the
clauses granting the exemption from wharfage and rating claimed by the Company should be sub-
mitted by your Government to the favourable consideration of Parliament, as now being, without
reference to the expediency of making this concession in the negotiations, a settled condition of the
Contract.

_ I trust, therefore, that your Government will fulfil the obligation of your predecessors. to place
the matter before Parliament, who, I have no doubt, will take a liberal and just view of the case,
with a special consideration to its antecedent history.

: I have, &c., ‘
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary. (Signed) CHAS. H. GRANT, Engineer.

g Colonial Secretary’s Office, 17th December, 1872,
IR, .

I mave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 13th instant, having reference
to previous correspondence upon the subject of the exemption of the Company from the payment of
wharfage rates and local taxation.

‘With regard to the obligation of the Government to submit for .the favourable consideration of
Parliament the claims of the Company for such exemption on the grounds that the correspondence
with the late Government on the subject “long anterior to the signing. of the Contract in London”
was of the nature of a Contract, and consequently «a liability of their successors,” I would desire to
remind you that the late Government submitted to Parliament in November, 1871, « A Bill to
further amend the Main Line of Railway Act,” which contained a clause providing for the exemp-
tion of plant from wharfage, which was rejected by the House of Assembly on the 8th December,
1871. Thepresent Administration cannot recognise any obligations on their part to re-submit the
question to Parliament, nor could they at any time propose to the Legislature a measure to which
they were not prepared to give their support. o ‘ '

: . I have, &ec., ' .
C. H. Grant, Esq., Engineer-in-Chief, =~ = = (Signed) JAMES R. SCOTT.
~ Main Line Railway Offfice. o , L
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Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company, Limited,
FErgineer’s. Office, Hobart 1own, Tasmania, 17th December, 1872.
Sir, : ,
ConrirMiNG my letter of the 13th'instant on the subject of the exemption from payment of
wharfage, municipal, and general rates claimed by the Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company,
Limited, on the ground-that the Contract with the Government was accepted and signed in the full
belief and assurance ‘that the Draft Bill (of which the Company were furnished with a copy) had
been passed by Parliament, and this view of the case was confirmed by the previous correspondence
with the Government, and requesting the Government to fulfil the undertaking of their predecessors
to place the matter before Parliament..

In the personal interview that you honored us with I find that the Government had a different
impression on the subject, and therefore consulted the late Attorney-General, who assures me that
no private member can introduce a Bill-or-clauses-invelvingsthe appropriation of public money, and
that therefore the members of the late Government, who gave the pledges, are personally unable to
carry them out. '

If this be the case; I feel it my ‘duty to more- forcibly request the intervention of the present
Government in fulfilling the written and official engagements of their predecessors; and trust I may
be permitted to remark that the refusal to do so must practically involve a breach of the Contract by
the Government, a proceeding which I feel sure they would not intentionally take.

I have, &e.,
: : (Signed)  CHAS. H. GRANT, Engineer.
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary.

Colonial Secretary’s Office, 19th December, 1872,
Sir, o - .
I mave the honor to acknowledge the receiptof your letter of the 17th instant, having: reference
to your previous commimication of the 13th-instant, on the subject of the exemption from:payment of
wharfage, municipal, and:general rates upon Railway material.

You state-that the late ‘Attorney-General has-assured  you that noprivate ' memberican ‘introduce
a Bill or clauses involving the-appropriation of public money, and that, therefore, the membersiof'the
late ‘Government, who gave-the pledges, are personally unable to carry them out.

In reply I have the honor to point out that, though it is perfectly true that no private member
can introduce a Bill involving. the appropriation .of public ' money, the members -of ‘the lateMinistry
can move an Address to'the Governor 'to that effect,- and- in the discussion arising ‘uponi:such a
motion the whole question would be argued and decided. -

I have, &ec., .

' ‘ ' (Signed)  JAMES R. SCOTT.

C. H. Granw, FEsq., Engineer-in- Chiefy
Main Line Railway Office.

»

- Tasmanian Main- Line Railway -Company, Limited, :
Engineer’s Office, Hobart Town, Tasmania, 25th November, 1872.
Sir, '

Tre Contractors for the Tasmanian Main Line Railway have been'shown some blasting tools
that.are said to belong to the War Department under your charge, and are not likely to ibe again
used by you, which articles are now particularly required ‘for workmen now engaged .on the
Railway.

. The Corntractors therefore requést me to-ask you to sell them sthese .tools, for which they are
willing to give 21s. per ewt. of their weight; and if you cannot sell them iramediately, would you
kindly loan them on the condition that they should be returned in.at least as .good :a state as lent
thém, or elsé purchased on agieed térms ?

" I have, &ec., v ‘ _
: ' (Signed) - CHAS. H. GRANT, Engincer.
B. T. Sovvy, Esq., Hobart Town. _ 4 ;




5

Tux Director of Public Works is requested to state ‘if he would recommend the sale of the
blastmg tools referred to, and if.so at what price for the iron per ewt., and per 1b. for the copper.

B:TRAVERS SOLLY.
T 25th Nov.'72.

| ——— ———

I rEcommEND the sale of the tools. The price offered is fau' copper rammers are worth 1s. 9d.
per Ib., copper measures and canisters 2s. 6d. per 1b. '

FRANCIS BUTLER, D.P.W.
26. 11. 72.

" Sare approved at the prices named by the Director of Public Works.

- JAMES R.. SCOTT.
26, 11. 72.

Colonial Secretary’s -Oﬁice, 26th. November, 187_2;
<S1r, :
I mavE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday’s date; and in. reply to

- inform you, by direction of the Colonial Secretary, that the Government are prepared to dispose .of
. the blasting tools to which you refer at the price named in your letter, namely 21s. per ewt.

The copper rammers Wh1ch belong to the sets of tools you can have at 1s. 9d. pel 1b., and the
copper measures and canisters at 2s. 6d. per.1b. , :

I have, &ec., A
-(Signed) - B."TRAVERS SOLLY.
C. Graxr, Esq:, Engineer-in-Chicf, '
Mam L'me Lailway.

- MEMO.

‘Tue Master’Gunner will issue to the order of Charles Grant, Esq ., ‘Chief Engmeer of -the
Main Line Railway, the blasting tools now in his charge, Welghmg the same, copper and-iron
separately, and taking a receipt for the weight issued.

; (Signed) = JAMES R. COTT.
C.8.0., 26th Nov. 1872.
The Master Gunngr.

Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company, Limifed,
‘ - Hobart Town, 26th November, 1872.
Sik, '

- T mavE-the honor to acknowledge your letter of this date, in which you kindly inform me that
+“the Government will dispose of the blasting tools that the Contractors for the Main Line Railway
* desire to purchase at'the price they offer, of twenty-one shillings per cwt.; and will further 'supply
- 'the copper tamping rods at.one- shllhng and ninepence, and the . copper measures and . camstera -at
two shillings and sixpence-per lb.

*The Contractors request me to thank you for:the offer, and to accept it on their behalf, and ask
- ‘that the ‘fools may be promiptly delivered. "They do not know what the copper articles may be, and
»+cannot therefore _]udge their-value; but have little doubt they will be found useful

| I have, &e.,

. ' (Signed). CHAS. H. GRANT,VEngineer.
" 'B. T. Sovrvry, Fsq. : . : : .
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Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company, Limited,
. Engineer's Office, Hobart Town, Tasmania, 4th December, 1872,
Sig,

I nmave the honor to record and ask your approval of the arrangements made with you on the
22nd ult., on a personal inspection of the ground, respecting the fences round the Domain and the
Railway crossings thereon. First—as to the fences. 1 believe we decided that the painted railing
round the Lower Cricket Field and the plot of ground cast of Macquarie-stréet should be main-

tained there, any quantity that may be short in its re-arrangement to be replaced by new of the same
pattern. 4 ' .

The fences round the Quarry, and from thence to the paddocks of Government House, to be of

similar pattern to that now round the edge of the Domain between the Cattle Jetty and the Slaughter
Houses. . : c

The present fences in the grounds of Government House to be removed and re-erected in a
workmanlike manner, and with special reference to the wishes of His Excellency the Governor.

Through the Botanical Gardens a fence of five galvanised iron wires and painted posts to be
used, if approved by the Curator. o ‘

From the Botanical Gardens to the boundary of the Domain a stout four-rail fence of the
ordinary description to be adopted. '

As regards the Railway crossings, we thought that one should be placed opposite the Regatta
Stand, to serve also for the Cattle Jetty ; a second opposite the entrance to M‘Gregor’s ship-yard, to
be available for the road to the Powder Jetty ; a third on the esplanade of the Botanical Gardens;
and a fourth at the public road crossing near the gate of the Domain at Cornelian Bay ; and that a
full number of wicket gates and foot erossings, to suit the convenience of all interested parties, should

be made in other parts of the Domain, and in the gardens of Government House and of the Royal
Society. :

I have, &ec.,
(Signed) CHAS. H. GRANT, Engincer.

Franvcis Burrer, Esq., Director of Public Works.

A

Lands aud Works Office, Hobart Town, Tth December, 1872.
SiIr,

I rAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 4th instant, respecting the
fences and Railway crossings in the Domain, and beg to inform you that I approve of the arrange-

ments therein proposed.
I have, &ec.,
(Signed) FRANCIS BUTLER, Director of Public Works.

C. H. Granw, Esq., Engineer Tasmanian
Main Line Railway Company.

Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company, Limited,

Engineer's Office, Hobart Town, Tasmania, 9th December, 1872.
Sig,

REerFERRING to your letter of the 18th ult. on the subject of the lease of the Engineer yard and
premises to the Main Line Railway Company, Limited, in which you state that this property would
be let, under a proper lease and for a reasonable period to be hereafter approved, at the yearly rent
of £160, and desiring to know for what period we require the premises; also to my reply of the
19th ult., in which I mentioned that the 31st December, 1874, would be the extent of such term ;

I have now the honor to inform you that upon re-consideration of the matter, under the advice
of our Solicitor, it is deemed advisable to ask that the option of the lease should extend to twenty-

one years, if the Government have no objection to this term, or otherwise to the extreme length that
they may approve. C ‘

I have, &ec.,
S .- : (Signed)  CHAS. H. GRANT, Engincer.
Francis BurLer, Fsq., Director of Works. '

- e————



SusmirTED for.the instructions.of the Hon. the Minister of Lands and Works,

FRANCIS BUTLER, D.P.W,
S 1 D A

. ConsipErING the low rent offered by the Company, I-am not prepared to advise His Excellency
that the lease should extend beyond one year after the time that the Company have agreed to com-
plete the Main Line Railway. : '

: CHARLES MEREDITH,

o - . N 11 12. 72,
The Director of Public Works. -

, Lands and Works Office, Hobart Town, 12tk December, 1872,
S1r, : o . ‘ - - :
In reply to your letter of the 9th instant, I am instructed by the Hon. the Minister of Lands and

‘Works to inform you that the lease of the Engineer yard and premises cannot be extended for more

than one year from the time when the Company have agreed to complete the Main Line .of Rail-
way, which will be to the 15th August, 1876. - _ , : :

Be good enoﬁg’h to let me know if you accept this further term, that I may advise the Crown
Solicitor accordingly. ‘ '

. I have, &c., ' -
(Signed)  FRANCIS BUTLER, Director of Public Works.
C. H. Graxr, Fsq., Engineer ' ‘ ' ' : , S
Main Line Railway Company.

Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company, Limited, -
\ Engineer's Office, Hobart Town, Tasmania, 13th: December, 1872,
Sin, _ . '
I mavVE the honor to acknowledge your letter of the 12th instant, in which you inform me that
the lease of the Engineer yard and premises cannot be extended for more than one year from the
time when the Company have agreed to complete the Main Line of Railway, which will be the 15th
August, 1876, and desiring to know if the Company will accept this further term.

In reply. thereto I beg to thank the Hon. Minister of Lands and Works for to this extent
acceding to the application of the Company, but have to remark that under Clause 22 of the Con-
tract with the Government the time specified for the completion of the Railway is March, 1876, and
the one year afterwards would therefore make the date of termination of the lease the 15th March,
1877. If it would be satisfactory to name the end of 1877 as the extent of the lease, I should be
happy to accept this on behalf of the Company. _

I have, &e., ' : o
. (Signed) = CHAS. H. GRANT, Engineer.
Francis ‘ButLEr, Esq., Director of Public Works. ' -

By the 22nd clause of the Contract it is provided that the date of the same shall be reckoned
from that of its execution by the Company, viz. 15th March, 1872, the termination of the lease will
therefore be the 15th March, 1877. Mr. Grant’s request that the same may be extended to 31st
December, 1877, is submitted for instructions. ) . ‘

FRANCIS BUTLER, -D.P.W.
- .. . . ' . oo . ,‘\_14, 412. 72- .
The Hon. the Minister of Lands and Works. : :

APPROVED. ' ' .
- ' . CHAS. MEREDITH, - .
.18, 12, 72. :
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Lands and Works Office, 18th December, 1872.

S1r,. ~ : .
~  T'mave the honor to inform you that the Hon. the Minister of Lands and Works approves of
the lease of the Engireer yard and premises being extended to the 31st December, 1877,

T have, &ec.,
(Signed) ~ FRANCIS BUTLER, Director of Public Works.

C. H. Graxr, Es’q., C.E., Tasmanian
Main Line Railway Company, Limited.

Tasmanian Main Line Railisay Company, Limited,
Hobart Town, 19th December, 1872.
Sir, : '
I mavE the honor to acknowledge your letter of the 18th instant, and beg to express my thanks
ito the Hoon. Minister of Lands and Works for his approval of the extension .of the lease ‘of the
Engineer yard and premises to the 31st December, 1877.

I have, &c., :
(Signed) CHAS. H. GRANT, Engincer.

“Francis BuTLer, Fsq., Director of Public Works.

South Yarra, Melbourne, 30¢h December, 1872.
“Sir, -, . ‘ .

I mave lately had some correspondence with Mr. Reeve, the Contractor for your Main Line, in

reference to the route between Bridgewater and Antill Ponds, which district I carefully examined

some months since, and was perfectly satisfied that a much better line with respect to gradients could

be got between the places named, and which would cost less per mile by keeping on the west side

of the T.P. road than could be got by way of Jerusalem. I also ascertained that such route

on the west side of the T P. road would accommodate a much greater number of the population

along the course of the line than the route on the east side of the T.P. road, and proposed to Mr.

Reeve to mark out the line I recommend and furnish a section and estimate of the cost by his allow-

ing me a portion of the difference in the cost per mile between the places named. Mr. Reeve at

once agreed to my terms so far as the difference in the entire cost of the line between Bridgewater

and Antill Ponds, but said he could not agree to the difference in the cost per mile, as he had only to

construct the cheapest line he could find, without considering the route, which would accommodate

or command the largest amount of traffic; hence if I were to succeed in finding a route for a line

that would cost £500 per mile less than the one they have adopted, but if it were 5 miles longer the
total cost would be about the same. From the Government plans I was supplied with when going

over the route I advocate the difference in the length of the two routes would not in my opinion

exceed 5 or 6 miles, more probably not so much; under these circumstances I think the Govern-

ment should give a guarantee that my time and expenses be allowed, should the line I select be a

success.

The conditions upon which your line is being constructed is different to any I have before met
with. : ' .

The problem to resolve in selecting a Line. of Railway on our system is, ‘how the general
interest of the country through which the line passes can be best served, and those of commerce and
trade, with the least first expenditure, eusuring at the same time the lowest working expense. The

- increase of traffic between places connected by a Railway has four causes ; viz.—

1st. Economy in working, which means a low tariff of rates.

2nd. Certainty of departing and arriviﬁg at fixed hours.

3rd. - Rapidity of -travelling; to diminish distance measured by time. '
'4th; Safety and ‘comfort to passengers, and minimum injury to cattle and goods.

But of all the causes the reduction in the cost of transit acts most powerfully in increasing the
traffic. : : :

As before observed the line I recommend on the west side of the T.P. road would be one with
better gradients than the one it is proposed to adopt; and I would here remark that a line 50 miles
in length with easy gradients can be worked at less expense, and the distance performed in less time
than on & line of only 40 miles in length-with steep-gradients ; and, as far as I could learn from the
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* statisties of the traffic, the line: proposed on the west side of the TP road would command and
secure atraffic. of at least £20,000 per.annum greater than a line by way of Jerusalem could ever
possibly get ; .and if we suppose one-half of the £20,000 for working expenses, leaves £10,000,.net
for profit, which capitalised at 5 per. cent. equals £200,000.: This fact,.added to the dlﬁ'erence of the '
cost of working bad gradients compared with the workmg expenses of a line with easy gradients, is,
I'think, a matter requiring serious consideration by your Government before it be too Jate.

I would undertake to provide a section and estimate of the proposed route within less than fwo
monthis. .

I have, &ec.,
(Signed) - DAN™ CLIMIE.
To the Hon. the Minister of Railways, Tasmania.

S Colonial Secretary’s Office, Tth January, 1873.
IR,

I mavE the honor to forward herew1th for. your perusal and that of Mr. Grant a letter from '\Ir
Cliiie, of Melbourne, in which he advocates a route for the Main Line Rallway to the westward of
that contemplated by the Company.

~The special” po1nts in this communication to which I would desire to.call your attention are—
first, Mr. Climie’s statement that he has ascertained that the route he suggests would accommodate
a much greater number of the population than a line going by Jerusalem ; and, secondly, that,such
line would be one with better gradients.

As thefinal selection of the most advantageous line is a matter of such grave importance. both
to the Company and the Colony, I am sure you will give your best consideration to any practical
suggestions that might possibly affect the decision to be arrived at,

1 have, &o.,
(Signed) . JAMES R. SCOTT,
Avpirey CootE, Fsq., Main Line Railway Office,

Macquarie-street...

Glen House, 8th January, 1873.
Siz,

1 BEG to draw your attention to-the conditions upon which'an Engineering Suryey of a route
for the Main Line Railroad to pass up the Jordan instéad of by way of .J. erusalem by, M. Chmle,
which I forwarded to you on Friday. list. T should feel greatly, obliged: for an answer at as early.a
period as convenient, in order that no longer delay may take.place m" the prosecutlon of ‘the work
than can be avoided.

T haye, &c.,
(Signed)’  E. HODGSON.
The Hon. the Colonial ')S'ec,retary,' C

Colonial Secretary’s Offfice, 9th January, 1873.
Sir, .

In:reply-to your note of- yesterday, I am ‘directed by the Colomal Sécretary to-inform you:that
Mr: Climie’s: communication was at ‘once forwarded to.Mr. Audley-Coote for his considération; an‘
that of Mr. Grant, the Company’s Engineer; from whomI expect shortly to hear-onsthe subjéét.

I may add that-the' Cdlonial Secretary ‘does not feel justified in holding out any prospect-to Mr.
Climie that the". Government: would undeértake -to-guaranteehis ' expenses..in contiection with' Lthe

survey-referred to in-his letter
T have, &c.; ‘ ' “'
(Signed)  B. TRAVERS SOLLY,

E. ’HobGsok, Esq.; Glen House.




Tasmaman Main Line Railway Company, Limited,
Hobart Town, January 9, 1873.
Sin,
' I mave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 7th instant, with a letter
from Mr. Climie enclosed, in which he advocates a route tor the Main Line Railway to the westward
of that contemplated by the Company. ’

In reply. I have now the honor to inform you I have referred the letter to Mr. Grant, the
Company’s Engineer, who will at once write to you on the subject.
I have, &e.,
: : (Signed) AUDLEY COOTE.
The Hon. J. R. Scorr, M.H.A., Colonial Secretary. : .

Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company, Limited, Engincers Oﬁice,
Hobart T own, LTasmania, January 8, 1873.
Sir,

I mave received from Mr. Coote your letter to him of the 7th instant, with the enclosure of a
letter from Mr. Daniel Climie, of Melbourne, addressed. to the Honorable Minister of Railways,
Tasmania, and duly note your desire to call attention to Mr. Climie’s statement that the route he
suggests for the Main Line Railway would accommodate a much greater population than the route
vid Jerusalem ; ; and such line would have better gr adlents

There can be no questlon as to the grave importance, both to the Colony and the Tasmanian
Main Line Railway Company, that the most advantageous line should be selected ; and I beg to
assure you that any reasonable and practical suggestlons on this subject will receive my very best
consideration.

A portion of Mr. Climie’s letter details arrangements, said to be made between the Contractors

and himself, in which the Company I represent are in no way interested or concerned,—and the

estimated cost of the alternative lines does not require comparison, because only the 4dopted line
was found practicable. The final selection of the line does not rest with the Contractors.

Mr. Climie states that a much better line with respect to gradients, and less cost per m11e could
be obtained by keeping on the west side of the Main Road, than if carried vi¢ Jerusalem ; and that
it would accommodate a greater population along the course of the line. On this, I beg tovlem,uk
that after a most careful examination of all possible routes for the Railway to the west ‘of the Main
Road, between Bridgewater and Antill Ponds, I am thoroughly satisfied that no reasonably practical
line can be obtained. To take the line along the valley of ‘the River Jordan—as recommended - by
Mr. Hodgson—would involve the unnecessary lengthening it by at least tweuty miles, and probably
much more when the line was properly set out; and inasmuch as there is no alternative route at the
ends of either of the lines, but all must follow exactly the same ground, and moreover must (near
Oatlands) attain precisely the some summit level, it 1s impossible that the gradient over the whole
portion could be much improved ; on the other hand I believe they would be more unfavourable.

The extremely bad character of the gradients on any hne near to the Main Road is fatal to the
adoption of this more direct course. Under these circumstances there can be no object in discussing
whether an increased traffic could be obtained on any other line than that we are forced into by the
physical difficulties of the country,—but having been over the whole district adjacent to the Main
Road, and noting that the small village of Green Ponds is the only settlement thereon that would be
debarred from easy access to the Railway, I cannot but think that Mr. Climie’s estimate of the
mcreaced traﬁic from a more Westerly course is altogether imaginary.

As the adopted line will serve the ’rownshlp of ‘Richmond, and the districts of the Tea Tree and
Coal River, (which is better settled and contains much more valuable land. than is met with along
the Main Road), I am not sure that the Company will, on the whole, lose any traffic in being forced
to this route ; the cost of construction will, however, be much greater than we were led to expect

Although the guarantee for time and expenses demanded by Mr. Climie from the Government
might not involve a large expenditure, still, as we already possess all information upon the subject
that it is possible to obtain, (from the personal examination of several most experienced engineers,
and the matter having been most fully and carefully investigated for the Government by Messrs.
Doyne, Major, and Willett, and before them by Messrs. Sprent, Sorell and Davies, and Hogan,
whose reports will be found in the Parliamentary papers for 1869, and who all concur in bhOWll’lO‘
that vi¢ Jerusalem is the only practicable route with such a hmltdtlon .of curves and” gradients as is
prescribed by contract), I cannot perceive that any advantage could result from employing Mr. D.
Climie to again examine the ground. - - o
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.- Un conclusion 1 would state that, after having given the matter alluded to by Mr. Climie every
possible attention, and having been assisted by several most competent and experienced engineers,
including his own brother, it is my positive conviction that Mr. Climie must fail in carrying out his
proposals, and that if we waited for the result of his trial, the contract time for the completion .of
the line could not be adhered to. o
I have, &ec.,

' (Signed)  CHARLES H. GRANT, Engineer.

Hon. J.-R. Scorr, Colonial Secretary. ‘ ’

Colonial Secretary’s -.Oﬁi'ce, 16tk January, 1873.
Sir, . ,
I mavethehonor, by direction of the Colonial Secretary, to forward to you (herewith) a copy of
a_communication received from Mr. Grant after perusal of Mr. D. Climie’s letter proposing the survey
of a line for the Main Line Railway to the westward of the main line of road. ’

I have, &c.,

(Signed)  B. TRAVERS SOLLY.
E. Hobason, Esq., Glen House.

Glen House, 18th January, 1873.
Sir, )

I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, enclosing a reply from Mr. Grant, the Rail-
road Company’s Engineer, in answer to a communication from you enclosing one from Mr. Daniel
Climie, of Melbourne, addressed to the Minister of Railroads, transmitted through me. -

I cannot allow Mr. Grant’s statements to pass without drawing your attention to them—con-
taining statements calculated to mislead both as to distance of the Jordan route compared with - the
Jerusalem route, and of the impracticability of the former; and in confirmation of this statement
refers to Messrs. Doyne, Willett and Co’s. report, Mr. Sprent’s, and Mr. Hogan’s. The first of
" these decidedly states its practicability, even upon a 5 feet 3 inch gauge, with some additional

expense. Mr. Sprent’s report of his examination of the Jordan route, from Qatlands to Cross Marsh,
observes nothing of an impracticable character, and the gradients 1 in 220, distance 26 miles;
from thence to Pontville (by the Jordan) 25 miles; and from thence to Hobart Town 16 miles—
together 67 miles. Mr. Doyne, in his report, makes the distance from Hobart Town to Antill Ponds

.70 miles.. Thus, it would appear, the Jordan route is 3 miles shorter. On referring to Hogan’s
report it will be seen it is more favourable than the others, so that Mr. Grant’s authorities in ‘con-
firmation of his statements are most unfortunate.  Next, I would beg to draw attention to Mr.
Grant’s statement, “that he is not sure the Company on the whole would lose any traffic by being
forced into this route.” Perhaps such a statement may be excusable from a comparative stranger,
who is not well acquainted with the lay of the districts that would be brought into contact -with the
Jordan route. In referring to the Statistics of 1870, I find the difference of population betwixt the
Richmond district, and those which would be shut out from the Jerusalem route, would be betwixt
8000 and 9000 ; in acreage in cultivation, 11,400; in stock—horses 1430, cattle 12,400, sheep.
270,000 ; in crops—wheat 30,320 bushels, barley 16,605, oats 13,439, besides a large disproportion
of other agricultural produce. *~ - ' ' S

These differences upon the lowest calculation would not fall short of £10,000 per annum in
. traffic return. It therefore- becomes a momentous consideration for the Colony whether, for the
sake of the small sum of £100, such an opportunity as is now available should be allowed to pass
unimproved, thereby placing the Government (by such a survey as Mr. Climie has offered to . make)
in a position to insist upon the Jordan route being carried out, as by the first clause in the schedule
it states « the railroad shall keep as near as may be practicable to existing centres of population ;”
then follows the power of the Company to alter or vary the route, having reference to the exigencies
of construection, or difficulties of route, or prospects of traffic.

Now it can only be ascertained in the way Mr. Climie proposes, and should he succeed (of
which he entertains no doubt) it will be not only less costly, but most assuredly secure a much -
larger traffic ; and, in the 2nd clause of the Contract, the Governor has full power to alter and vary
the conditions in the said schedule. I trust therefore, upon .all these considerations, the Government,
will at once be prepared to authorise me to communicate to Mr. Climie their willingness to guarantee
the small sum he requires to meet weekly wages as the work progresses. '

I remain, &ec.,
: . (Signed). . EDM?> HODGSON,
The Hon. J. R. Scorr, Colonial Secretary.. . ' : ‘




12

Colonial Secretary’s Office, 21st January, 1873,

Sir, . }
I uavE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 18th instant, upon the
subject of the desirability of testing Mr. Daniel Climie’s statements respecting the advantages of a
western route for the Main Line Railway. :

In addition to Mr: Grant’s written remarks on Mr. Climie’s letter, he stated at an interview that
the time at the disposal of the Contractors was so limited that they could not be directed to wait for
Mr. Climie’s survey ; and that they had withdrawn their former offer to him for the same reason.
He also expressed a doubt whether Mr. Climie could, in two months, complete a survey in sufficient
detail to prove his statements. '

The Government are not prepared to give any guarantee ; but if local enterprise is successful
in securing the services of Mr. Chimie, with the view of having the survey executed, they will com-
municate the fact to the Agent of the Company, so as to afford every opportunity to secure an
impartial consideration of this important question.

A I have, &c.,

: (Signed) JAMES R. SCOTT.
E. Hobason, Esq., Glen House. ,

Tasmanian Railway and Progress Association,
7th February, 1873.
Sir,

I mave the honor to transmit herewith copy of a resolution passed at a meeting of the above
Association, and to request that you will be good enough to let me know when it may be convenient
for you to receive the deputation referred to.

I have, &c.,
(Signed) JAMES H. B. WALCH, Hon. Sec.
"~ The Hon. Colonial Secretary.

Copy.)

( Resolved—That a deputation from the Committee of the Tasmanian Railway and Progress Association
be appointed to wait upon the Hon. the Colonial Secretary, to request the Government to accept Mr. D.
Climie’s offer. The deputation to consist of Messrs. W. Belbin, M.H.A., H. Cook, C. F. Creswell, E.
Hodgson, R. J. Lucas, J. E. Risby, J. Sly, and the Hon. Secretary.

Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company, Limited, Engineer’s Offfice,
S Hobart Town, Tasmania, February 11, 1873.
IR,

I reAD in the Mercury of this morning that a deputation of the Railway and Progress Asso-
ciation waited upon you yesterday, to urge upon your Government the expediency of allowing
£110 towards the expenses of Mr. Daniel Climie, if he undertook to survey a route for the Main
Line Railway by the River Jordan.

As regards the investment of this small sum of money in the manner proposed I have no
right or desire to offer an opinhion, but I think it is only fair to you that I should correct some errors
in the statements made by members of. the deputation.

I do not wish to cast any slur upon the professional opinions and reputation of Messrs. D.
Climie and Wylie, but it is really the fact that they are vastly overrated, and something might be
said on the other side; while it is certain that their very cursory view of the country was obtained
under circumstances of extreme physical difficulty.

Neither of these gentlemen has ever seen the greater portion of the Jordan route, (that
advocated by the deputation), or been within many miles of it, but a small portion of the same route
—and which is very far from being the most difficult part—was pronounced quite impracticable by
Mr. Wylie, who therefore refused to look at any other portion of this line.

Mr. Hogan’s name was mentioned as advocating Mr. Hodgson’s route, but a reference to his
report, on page 55 of the ¢ Report of the Royal Commission on the Main Line Railway,” will show
that it can only be obtained by most severe gradients, including that of 1 in 36, which is beyond
the limit allowed by our Contract, and therefore inadmissible.
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© Mr. Hodgson’s opinion and authority is doubtless worthy of all respect, but its value would
seem g little deteriorated by his statement that he has never been in any way connected with railway
works, nor even seen a railway or locomotive ; and, however highly we class his topographical know-
ledge, the thought of the infirmity of the human memory will obtrude upon us when hearing that itis
about 40 years since he saw that part of the country on which he expresses such a confident opinion.

In a letter to the Hon. the Colonial Secretary, dated the 8th ultimo, I lLave fully stated the
present position of the matter; and have only to add, that the: Contractors have commenced opera-
tions on the Jerusalem route, and that to stop them now, and wait for several months while Mr. D.
Climie was vainly seeking 4 new route in an entirely different direction, would involve most serious
responsibilities in connection with the Contract. h

. I have, &ec., ‘ .
- ' ‘ (Signed) CHARLES H. GRANT, Engineer.
The Hon. Minister of Lands and Works. '

ForwaRDED to the Hdnorablg Colonial Secretary.
30. 4. 73.

Colonial Secretary’s Office, 13th February, 1873.
GENTLEMEN, B '
.7 I mave now the honor to communicate the views of the Government upon the subject you did
me the honor to bring under consideration at our late interview. , B

T'understand the object of the Tasmanian Railway and Progress Association is to induce the
Government to guarantee a sum not exceeding One hundred and ten Pounds for the purpose of
- defraying the expenses attending the survey of a route for the Main Line of Railway by the valley
of the Jordan, to be undertaken by Mr. Daniel Climie, of Melbourne, who asserts that a better line
can be got'to the westward of the Main Road; as respects gradients and -cost per mile, than the one
selected by the Company vi¢ Jerusalem, and- that the increased length of the line would -in his
opinion not exceed “ five or six miles, more probably not so much.” '

The second paragraph of the Contract with the’ Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company,
Limited; providés that, “ The Governor may add to, alter, and vary the said conditions mentioned m
the said schedule, but so that the conditions so added to, altered, or varied shall not be more onerous
upon, or less advantageous to, the Company than the conditions as set forth in' the said Schedule ;”
and. the first condition of the Schedule is as follows :— The route of the said Railway shall keep
s’ near as may be practicable to existing centres of population ;* but’ the Company shall have full
power to alter or vary the route as their Engineer may advise to be necessary or advantageous,
having reference to the exigencies of construction, or difficulties of route, or prospects of traffic.”

From. the foregoing quotations it is evident that the Government do not possess the power of
compelling the Company to carry the line of Railway in any particular direction which to their
Engineer may appear disadvantageous  having reference to the exigencies of construction or diffi-
culties of :route’” - o ' : S T e

"' In order, therefore, to ascertain how far the Government would be justified in availing them-
selves of Mr. D. Climie’s offer, I put myself in communication with Mr. C. H. Grant, the Com-
pany’s Engineer-in-Chief, and he very fully explained the insuperable difficulties connected with the
western route, referring me at the same time to his letter-of -the 8th ultimo, written after perusal of
Mr. D. Climie’s communication of the 30th December.

Mr. Grant in his letter states, “that after a most careful examination of all possible routes for
the Railway to the west of the Main Road between Bridgewater and Antill Ponds, T.am thoroughly-
satisfied that noreasonably practical line can be obtained.” He further adds, that “To take the
Tine along the valley of the Jordan, as recommended by -Mr. Hodgson, would involve the:
unnecessary' lengthening it by at least twenty miles, and probably more when the line was properly:
set-out.” ' C ' ' ' T

We have here the views and opinions of the Company’s Engineer after “a most careful
examination of the country, assisted by several most competent and experienced Engineers,” in
direct opposition to -those  .of ‘Mr.  D. .Climie, Who certainly has not this carefully examined the
country, for he has not had the opportunity ; and the Government cannot, upder such cireumstances,’
sanction the expenditure of even the comparatively small.sum named, as with the amplest means of
arriving at a just conclusion the Company’s Engineer, -with whom by the terms of the Contract the
ultimate decision must rest, has positively pronounced against the route proposed by Mr. D. Climie.
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I may mention that Mr. Grant, in a letter to me dated the 11th instant, when referring to
Messrs. D. Climie and Wylie states :— Neither of these gentlemen has ever seen: the greater
portion of the.Jordan route (that adverted to by the deputation), or been within many miles of it,
but a small portion of this same route—and which is very far from being the most difficult part—
was pronounced quite impracticable by Mr. Wylie, who therefore refused to-look at any other
portion of this line.” :

. Mr. Hogan also, in his report, page 55 of the “ Report of the Royal Commission on'the Main
Line Railway,” Paper No. 55, House of Assembly Journals 1868, speaks of a gradient of 1 in 36;
and this'is beyond the limit allowed by the Company’s Contract, though-—had this been‘ the only
impediment—means might possibly have been taken to overcome the difficulty.

It would be of no avail to enter upon the question of traffic returns, as the practicability of the
line, as finally adjudged by the Company’s Engineer, must take precedence of all other con-
siderations. .

I have, &e., -
(Signed) CHARLES MEREDITH,
( For the Colonial Secretary, absent.)

Hexry Coox, Esq., and the Gentlemen
Jforming the deputation.

- Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company, Limited,
Engineer’s Office, Hobart Town, Tasmania, 16th January, 1873.
S1r, . : : ‘ _
Taz Contractors for the construction of the Main Line Railway find great difficulty in procurin
decommodation for their workmen engaged. in the eonstruction of the new Bridgéwater bridge, an
would feel greatly obliged by permission being given them to make habitable and occupy the cottage
or ruin‘at the south -end of and facing the Cavseway, and-which is not now tenanted. '

I need scarcely state that:care will betaken of the property during the occupation of -the Con-
tractors, and that it will be'returned to the Government:in-an improved state at-any tinme'it may be
otherwise required.

T have, &e.,
: (Signed): CHARLES H. GRANT, Engineer.
The Hon. the Colonial-Secretary.

ForwaArDED: for the consideration: of the Hon. the Minister of Lands: :and: Weorks. I see: no
objection-to the occupation:of the:building on these terms::

JAMES R. SCOTT.
17. 1.-78.
On the understanding that possession is given up when required this application can be grantéd:

CHAS. MEREDITH.
: 26. 1.-73.

o

Lands and Works Office, Hobart Town, 21st January, 1873.
SIR, e
. Tae Hon. the Colonial Secretary has referred to me your application for the Contractors
Tasmanian Main Line Railway: to be-allowed to make:habitable and oceupy the cottage at the south
end of and facing the. Bridgewateir Causeway, in order to provide accommodation for their workmen j
and I have the honor to inform you-that the permission requested is hereby granted on the terms
mentioned in your letter, and on the understanding that possession is given up whenever the building.
is required.

I have, &c.‘;-‘
S (Signed): CHARLES MEREDITH;. Minister of Lands and Works..
C. H. Graxr, FEsq., Engincer, ,
Tasmanian. Main Line Railway Company.
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N Colonial Secretary’s Office, 23rd January, 1873.
Sir,. ‘ , .
” I mave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 16th instant, requesting per-
mission for the Contractors for the construction of the: Main Line Railway to make habitable and
occupy the cottage at the south’ end of and facing the Bridgewater Causeway.

Your communication having been referred to the Honorable the Minister of Lands and Works,
I have much pleasure in informing you that upon the condition named by you, namely, that due
“care will be taken of the property during the occupation of the Contractors, and that it will be
returned to the Giovernment in an improved state at any time it may be otherwise required;” the’
Governmernt approve of the proposed occupation.

I have, &ec., .
(Signed) = CHARLES MEREDITH,
For Colonial Secretary, absent.
C. H. Gravr, Fsq., Enginecr :
Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company.

Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company, Limited,
g Engineer’'s Office, Hobart Town, Tasmania, 24th Janwary, 1873,
DIR,. . : L - : o Co
I mAvE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of letters:dated the 21st and 23rd instant, sighed
by the Hon. the Minister of Lands and Works, and beg to express the obligation of the Railway
Company and of the Contractors-for the pérmission granted to the latter to occupy the cottage at the
south end of the Bridgewater Causeway. : :

I have, &c., . e C . -
' (Signed) ~ CHARLES H. GRANT. Engineer.
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary. ‘

Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company, Limited,
Engirieer’s Office, Hobart Town, Tasmania, 24th Janiary, 1873,
Sizr, ) . . .. o e
I mavE the honor to acknowledge your letter of the 21st instant; i which' permission’ is'given’
that the Contractors to the Main Line Railway Company, Limited, should make habitable and
occupy the empty cottage at the south-end: of the Bridgewater Causeway, on'the understinding that
possession be given up when the biiilding is‘required: -

On' the'partiof the: Railway Company'-and: of the’ Contraetors' T beg: to* thank’ yot' for this
privilege. - -
I have, &e., . ‘
(Signed)y = CHARLES H. GRANT, Engincer.
The Hon. the Minister of Lands and Works.

———

Tisanian MainLint' Railibay Cotpeny, Limiteds’ -
Engineer’s Office, Hobdré Toion, Tasmaiia, 168k January, 1873.

S1r; ) . ) ’ \ PN i st
I'HAVE the herior to inform' you that ths Contractors for' the' Main Line Railway are now réady’
to ‘commence'the Railway worksat Bridgewater, at which’ place” it will' be’ necéssary, to dbtain the:
material for the embankment at the south end of the Causeway from the bank alongside" the' Main’
Road, where the ground is waste land of the Crown, which the Railway Company are entitled to
use under the fifth’ clause of the*«Main Line Railway Act;” and'to convey it'in’a témporary tram-
way over: theroad. : '

There would appear to be no convenient site for a Station to accommodate the traffic coming
from New' Norfolk‘and along the River Deérweiit abové Bridgewater, excejit'a small p‘grtion of flat .
ground lying in the bernd-betweén the‘road dnd the river on leaving the south’end’sf the Catiseway. -
It will therefore be necessary to place the station-yard and buildings in this position, which can be
done without in any degree affecting the convenient use of the Main Road.

In order to give the Company proper possession of this ground, I shall bé obligéd by your gmng
us the permission’ of the Government to occupy it for' Railway purposes, subject to the restriction .
that we should not materially affect the Main Road.
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If the Government think it necessary that the Company should apply for a lease of this ground
under the third clause of the “ Main Line Railway Act,” I shall be happy to furnish the preliminary
information to enable it to be granted. '
I have, &ec., '

"~ (Signed) - CHARLES H. GRANT, Ehrgineer.
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary. _

No objection to the occupation of the site in question, but it must be given up when required..

The spot where the new quarry is to be opened should be known exactly by Mr. Cheverton. .

C.M.
22. 1. 73.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE MINISTER OF LANDS AND WORKS.

I sEE no objection to grant permission to the Mam Line Railway Company to open a new quarry
for material on Crown land as requested, and to make a temporary crossing over the main line of
road, sub_]ect to Sections 9, 10, and 11 of 33rd V1ctoma, No. 1

. . But with reference to the ground for a station I have, at. an interview with Mr. Grant yesterday,
requested bim to define the exact limits of the piece of land applied for, after which the 51te would:
be inspected, and the Government would consider the matter and decide. '

. I do not think the station site is affected by the 3rd clause of the “Main Line Rallway Aect)”
being portion of a highway.
JAMES R. SCOTT.

Colonial Secretary’s Office, 17th January, 1873.

MEMO.
MaTeRIALS can be obtained for forcing embankment at the south end of the Bridgewater
Causeway from the bank alongs1de the road (C1 oW1l land)

In procurmg these matenals, and to prevent.an uns1ght1y .appearance, the excavations should be
taken parallel to the Main Road or to the neceasary curve, and the bank should be sloped, say ltod,
as at present for the sa.f'ety of the cattle

As to. s1te for Station bu11d1ngs the piece of ground between the road and the river appears too
BaITOW, and would either require forcing or a diversion in the.road.

I would beg to suggest that before any action is taken a tracing be forwarded showing the exact
site proposed.
(Signed) W. H. CHEVERTON, Overseer of Works.
: ‘ 23. 1. 73.

Lands and Works Oﬁice, Hobart Town, 23rd January, 1873.

Sir,

Tre Hon. the Colonial Secretary has forwarded to me yom application of the 16th instant, and
I have the honor to inform you that permission is hereby granted for the Tasmanian Main "Line
Railway Company to obtain materials for the embankment at the south end of the Bridgewater
Causeway from the bank alongside the Main Road, where the ground is waste land of the Crown,
and to convey the same on a temporary tramway over. the road, subJect to sections 9, 10, and 11 of
33 Viet. No. 1 - . . Ce

It i is howeyer requu'ed that in procurmg these mateuals and to Pr event an un51g11t1y appearance,
the excavations should be made parallel to the Main Road or to the necessary curve, and the bzmk»
should be sloped, say 1 to 1, as at preseut.

Before any action can be taken in. reference to land for station bmldlngs T beg to request that 3
trzwmg be forwarded showing the exact site proposed and deﬁmng the limits- thel eof : :

o I have &c
(Signed) CHARLES MEREDITH, Mzmste? of Lands and Woz hes.
C H. Graxt, Esq., Engineer . - -
- Tasmanian Mam Line Railway Compan ¥,
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: Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company, Limited, Engineer’s Office,
Sir, Hobart Town, Tasmania, January 24, 1873.

I mavE the honor to acknowledge your letter of the 23rd instant, in which permission is given
for the Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company to obtain material for the embankment at the
south end of the Bridgewater Causeway from the bank alongside the Main Road, where the
ground is waste land of the Crown, and to convey the same across the road—subject to sections 9,
10, and 11 of 33 Victoria, No. 1; for which permission I am very much obliged.

I duly note your requirement, that before any land is taken in this locality for station buildings
a tracing should be sent you showing - the exact site proposed for such station and the limits thereof,
and will take care that this shall be done. '

I have, &ec., ’
(Signed) CHARLES H. GRANT, Engineer.
The Hon. Minister of Lands and Works. -

Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company, Limited,
S Hobart Town, January 29, 1873.
IR, t
I mavE the honor to enclose a tracing of the Main Line Railway where it passes through the
shipyard of Mr. Alexander M‘Gregor in the Queen’s Domain. By this tracing you will notice
that the shipyard is very seriously injured by the abstraction of a large part of its area for the
railway ; and also that on removing the fence round the triangular part (colored green) of the part
of the shipyard that the railway cuts off from the rest of the property, this part can be restored to.
the Domain and again become public property. Mr. M‘Gregor complains that the damage to his
valuable property can only be properly compensated for by allowing him an extra piece of ground
taken from out of the Domain adjoining the other end of his shipyard, and has staked out a portion
of ground there which he considers to be a proper equivalent. This land is coloured yellow on the
tracing.

By an inspection of the ground you will observe that the piece. desired by Mr. M‘Gregor is
of very little (if any) use to the public, being a very steep and narrow piece bounded by the sea,
the railway, and the shipyard, on its three sides, and is therefore incapable of being utilised for any
useful or ornamental purpose. ' ’

Under these circumstances 1 have to request that the Government would concede to Mr.
M‘Gregor the use of the portion of land in question, on the same terms on which he holds his
present lease, on the condition that he waives any claim against the Goovernment to compensation on
account of the damages done by the railway to his present holding.

The quantity of land required for this purpose may be included in the 25 acres that the last’
Main Line of Railway Act allows to the Company, and the area colored green can be restored to
the Domain. g .

. I have, &ec., :
The Hon. Colonial Secretary. (Signed) CHARLES H. GRANT, Engincer. .

Sig, Colonial Secretary’s Office, 14th February, 1873.

I nave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 29th wultimo, enclosing a
tracing of the Main Line Railway where it passes through Mr. M‘Gregor’s shipyard, and suggesting
that a certain defined area of the Domain should be leased to that gentleman in compensation for
‘the portion of which he has been deprived.

In reply, I have the honor to point out that any claim for compensation on the part of Mr.
M‘Gregor is one that affects the Company, not the Government; independently of which the
Executive Government have no power to lease to Mr. M‘Gregor any portion of the Queen’s.
Domain. not included within the boundaries of his present holding. . :

I may also add, that Section 3 of “ The Main Line of Railway Act,” which sets forth the
objects for and on account of which the Governor in Council may, under the provisions of the 2nd
Section of “ The Main Line of Railway Amendment Act, No. 2,” grant a lease of not more than
twenty-five acres of the Queen’s Domain to the Company, does not contemplate any such use of
the land as that to which it would be devoted by its inclusion in the area leased to Mr. M‘Gregor.

T have, &e.,
(Signed) CHARLES MEREDITH,

C. H. Granr, Esq., Engineer Main Line (For the Colonial Secretary, absent.):
Railway Company.
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Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company, Limited, Engincer’s Office’

Six, Hobart Town, Tasmania;, February 27, 1873. .

I mavE the honor to acknowledge your letter of the 14th instant, respecting the allowance of

a small portion of the Queen’s Domain to Mr. M‘Gregor in compensation for a larger portion of

which he has been deprived, owing to-its being taken by the- Main Line Railway Company, and
part surrendered to the public. ' ' ‘

While fully acknowledging that—as between the Company and Mr. M‘Gregor-—the matter is
one simply of compensation, I cannot but think that Mr. M‘Gregor has the strongest possible claim
to consideration on the part of the Government, owing to his now being deprived (through their
action) of the ground they secured to him for a long term of years, and for a specific purpose;
which he asserts is nearly nullified by the Railway appropriation.

L

It is also worthy of consideration that what is now desired is not a new purchase, or lease, but
a small exchange of land of the same owner on behalf of a tenant who has been disposséssed and
injured—virtually by his landlord—and who carries on a public undertaking of the very highest
importance to this Colony.

These grounds appear to me sufficient to justify a reconsideration of the case, both in its legal
and equitable aspects, and this I now have the honor to most respectfully request.

I have, &c.,
The Hon. Minister of Lands and Works. (Signed) ~ CHARLES H. GRANT, Engincer.

SIR, ’ Colonial Secretary’s Office, 24th March, 1873.

I mavE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 27th ultimo, addressed to
the Minister of Lands and Works, to which my absence from town has prevented me replying at
an earlier date. :

You request a reconsideration by the Government upon the decision which has been arrived at
respecting the allowance to Mr. M‘Gregor of a portion of the Queen’s Domain, in compensation
for the deprivation by the Main Line Railway Company of a part of the area leased to him as a
shipyard. :

Having carefully considered the arguments adduced by you, I am unable to see any grounds
which would justify the Government in viewing Mr. M‘Gregor’s case as exceptional.

Mr. M‘Gregor’s leased land is entered upon by the Railway Company by virtue of the powers
conferred upon the Company by the Act of the Legislature, which Act provides *that in the
exercise of the above-mentioned powers such person or Company shall do as little damage as can
be, and shall make full compensation in manner hereinafter .and in any Act incorporated herewith
provided, to all parties interested, for all damage by them sustained by reason of the exercise of
such powers.”

Under these circumstances the question of compensation to Mr. M<Gregor is one which must
remain for adjustment between the Company aud that gentleman.

I have, &ec.,
C. H. Granr, Esq., Engincer Tasmanian (Signed) JAMES R. SCOTT.
Main Line Railway Company.

Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company, Limited, Engincer’s Offfice,.
Sir, Hobart Town, Tasmania, 30th January, 1873.

TrE Contractors for the Main Line Railway find that adjoining their head quarters at Ross.
are some Government buildings which were used some eight years.since as-a Reformatory, but are
now fast decaying for want of attention. These buildings are all within an enclosed yard, and the
Contractors would like to have the use of ‘them, on the condition that they put them into tenantable
repair, (which would involve fresh roofing nearly the whole), and give them up at any time when’
they are required by the Government, ’

- There would be no necessity to disturb the present occupant of a cottage there—named John
Nickolson—since the buildings desired are all empty, and separated from those he occupies.

The concession of this request, and permission to take immediate possession, would much
oblige, as the Contractors are anxious to immediately start the work in this locality.

I have, &e., :
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary. (Signed) CHARLES H. GRANT, Engineer.
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S Lands and Works Offfice, Hobart Town, 4th February, 1873.
IR ’ - R

I mavE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 30th ultimo—referred to me
by the Hon. the Colonial Secretary on the 3rd instant—requesting, for the Contractors Main Line
Railway Company, to be allowed the use of the Government Buildings at Ross, known as the Old
Reformatory or Convict Station. :

In reply, I beg to inform you that your request is acceded to with reference to that portion of
the premises marked “ A” on tracing herewith,—on the conditions that the Contractors put up fencing;
make buildings tenantable, and render them up whenever they are required by the Government;
and permission is hereby granted to take immediate possession thereof.

The part marked “ B” is required by the Government for Road Station.

I have, &ec.,
(Signed) . CHARLES MEREDITH, Minister of Lands and Works.

C. H. Graxr, Esq., Fngineer
Main Line Ratlway Company.

Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company, Limited, Engineer’s Office,
5 Hobart Town, Tasmania, 8th February, 1873. -

IR, :
I mAvVE the honor to acknowledge receipt of letter, dated the 4th instant, from the Hon, the
Minister of Lands and Works, in which permission is kindly given for the Contractors to the Main
Line Railway Company to occupy that portion of the .Government Buildings at Ross known as
the Old Reformatory, and marked “ A” on the tracing enclosed with the letter.

On the part of the Company, and at the desire of the Contractors, I have to express their
. ‘obligation for this favour, and to state that the fencing shall be put up, and the other terms named
in your letter will be adhered to. : o

I have, &e.,

(Signed) = CHARLES H. GRANT, Engineer.
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary. ' ‘

Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company, Limited, Engineer’s Office,
Hobart Town, Tasmania, March 14, 1873.
Sir, )

Now that constructive works have been commenced over a large portion of the Main Line
Railway, the Company and Contractors find great inconvenience in having such a very imperfeet
means of communication with their Engineers and Agents along the line as an occasional post
affords, and are therefore anxious to have, as quickly as possible, an Electric Telegraph alongside the

route of the Railway.

, The Contract between the Government and the Railway Company gives either party a right
to put up a line of Electric Telegraph over the Railway, and specifies that if made by the Railway
Company they. are to have the right to use it for their own profit, i.e., to compete with the Govern-
ment in sending messages for the public; but if erected by the Government a reasonable com-
pensation is to be paid to the Company, and the Company may—subject to the prior use for
Government purposes—use the telegraph on terms t6 be agreed upon, or in case of difference to
be arbitrated. '

It would appear exceedingly undesirable, on public grounds, that the Government and Com-
pany should under any circumstances be placed in opposition, and all experience has proved that
Electric Telegraphs should be owned by, and be under the control of, the State; and therefore the
Company hesitate to erect a line of Telegraph along the Railway without first giving the Govern-
ment the option to make one that is allowed by the Contract, and the assurance that they are
quite willing to forego their rights in the matter, and to use the Government Telegraph on fairly
reciprocal terms, to be mutually arranged or arbitrated. o '

It would not at present be necessary for the Government in constructing this line of Telegraph
to put in new posts further than from their present station at Brighton to Oatlands, round by Richmond
and Jerusalem, both of which—and also the neighbouring districts of Sorell, Eastern Marshes, and
York Plains—would be greatly benefited by the establishment ot telegraphic communication,

e
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.. Should the Government be inclined to- entertain this matter, I should be happy to discuss it
with them, and may be of some assistance in explaining what is usual in such cases, from having on
many occasions of a similar nature, and in different parts of the world, acted as the negotiator,
either as representing telegraph companies, or on the part of the railway authorities. .

There can be no question whatever but that the Governmert will eventually establish their
line of Telegraph along the Railway, as superseding that along the Main Road, because of the very
large economy that results, and the facilities that are secured in the maintenance of ‘the line; and
therefore the erection of the line herein referred to, by the Government, is in any case only a
miatter of time. ,
: I have, &ec., - _ . e
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary. (Signed) CHARLES H. GRANT, Engineer.

Sir, . Colonial Secretary’s Office, 31st March, 1873.
I mavE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 14thinstant, upon the subject

of the construction of a line of Electric Telegraph along the route of the Main Line Railway, and
offering to discuss the matter with the Government. S '

In reply, I have to inform you that the Government are not prepared, at present, to undertake
the construction of such a line; but, at the same time, I desire to thank you for the expression of
your willingness to aid the Government in discussing the subject, and affording them the benefit of
your experience. : ' ;

' I have, &ec., . ‘
C. H. Grant, Esq., Engineer-in- Chief, (Signed) JAMES R. SCOT'L
© .Main Line Railway Company. :

Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company, Limited,
Siz, - ' : Hobart Town, 8th April, 1873.

I mAvE the honor to acknowledge your letter of the 31st ultimo, in which you inf'o.rm me that
the Government are not prepared at present to undertake the construction of an Electric Telegraph
along the route of the Main Line Railway vid¢ Jerusalem. :

Since writing you on the 14th ultimo on this subject I have been along the line, and enquired
as to the facility for obtaining a supply of telegraph poles locally, and find that it would be most
costly to procure them before the rails are laid down, on account of the great distance they must
be transported. ‘

Such being the case, I will not further press the matter just now; but as I am convinced that it
would be to the interest of the Government to construct this Telegraph, and thus keep the tele-
graphic system of the country under their own control, I will take ‘the liberty of addressing you
further thereon at a future time. .

‘ : I have, &e., , o
The Hon. Colonial Secretary. (Signed) CHARLES H. GRANT, Engineer.

MAIN LINE RAILWAY.—(Interview with Grant, 29th October, 1872.)

Urpzr part of ground, reserve of 20 feet, to be planted with ornamental trees around the
roadway. '

Liverpool-street to be the Station front. o :

No mere- utilitarian building, such as goods shed, &c. to be built within 80 feet of Liverpool-street.

Trees along Park-street to be preserved.

Passenger Station to be an ornamental edifice.

TrE above Memorandum was taken down by me in the presence of Mr. C. H. Grant (Enginéer
of the Main Line Railway Company) and the other members of Mr. Wilson’s Government on the
‘day it bears date. It contains a note of certain conditions assented to by Mr. Grant as to the rpode
‘of dealing with the portion of the Domain proposed to be used for a Station, viz., the Lower Cricket
‘Ground. These conditions were intended to have been subsequently incorporated in a letter to he
‘written by Mr. Grant, but the then Government ceased to hold office mn a few days after the
interview, and I do not know whether the letter was ever written. As to ornamental trees in the
route through the Domain, Mr. Grant stated they would be taken up with great care and planted
elsewhere. - SR :

As to the'last; vide Mercury of this day’s date. o

Co T W. R. GIBLIN.
28 March, 1873.;
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Colonial Secretary’s Office, 31st March, ]873.
SIR, , '
Tae Government baving been informed that at an interview with the members of the labe
Administration you assented, on the part of the Main Line Railway Company, to certain conditions :
with reference to the occupation of the Lower Cricket Ground by the Company for Station purposes,
and that you undertook to embody these conditions in a letter to the Government, I have the honor .
to call your attention to the fact that up to thé present time the Government have not had the'
pleasure of receiving the promised communication, and I shall feel obliged by your furmshmg me
with such a letter at your early convenience. : .

The conditions referred to are— :
. Ist. That areserve of 20 feet in width at the upper part of the Cricket Ground is S to be pla,nted'

with ornamental trees round the roadway. - _ S

2nd. That leelpool-street is to be.the Station front. :

3rd. That no mere utilitarian buﬂdmg, such as goods sheds, &e. shall be built within 80 feet of
Liverpool-street.

4th. That the trees along Park-street shall be preserved:

5th. That the Passenger Station shall be an ornamental edifice ; and

6th. That the ornamental trees in the route through the Domain should be taken up with great
care and planted elsewhere.

I hayve, &e., . - .
(Slgned) JAMES R. SCOTT,
C. H. Graxr, Esq., E’ngmeer in- Chief, S _ S
' Mam Line Railway C’ompany

Colonial Secreiary’s ,Office, 21st April, 1873.
SIR, . : ’ LR
I mavE the honor to request that you will be.good enough to furnish me, if in your power, with
a tracing or map of route of Main Line, presuming it is now definitely fixed.

T have, &ec., . o i
: ' o (Signed) JAMES R..SCOTT.
C. H. Graxt, Esq., Engincer-in-Chief, ’ /
Main Line Railway Company.

'Tusmanian Main Line Railway Company, Limited,
Engineer's Oﬁ‘ice, Hobart Town, Tasmania, 22nd Apml 1873.
bm, '
"I reply to your letter of this date 1equest1ng to be supphed with a tracing or map of route of
the Main Line Railway, presuming it is now definitely fixed, T have the honor to inform you that I
cannot yet give you the exact line, because some long intermediate portions have not yet been fully
dec1ded upon. . ‘ ,

At preaent I have no plans whatever of the line beyond the mere alignment, which, although
sufficient to work by, gives no topography or information that could be of general use. Such plans -
“will, however, be made as soon as we can spare - time to .devote to them ; but meanwhile, as I have
already informed the’ Government, if they would favour me with the loan of one of their lithographed
plans I would at once have the lines laid down on it as accurately as possible. For all purposes of
general reference such plan Would be the most convenient you could ‘use.

I have, &e., v
3 ' (Signed) CHARLES H. GRANT Engmeer
 The Hon. the Colonial Secretary.’ -

Colonial. Secretary’s Office, 8tk May, 1873.
- SIR,

1x accordance with the request contained in your letter of the 22nd ultimo, I have the honor to

forward a hthographed plan f01 the purpose of having the Main Line Rallway lald down thereon. ..

I have, &e., i

' (Signed) - JAMES R. SCOTT.

CHARLES H GRAI\T Esq Engmeer o o B s
" Tasinanian Main Line Railway -Company.
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Tasmanian: Main Line Railway Company, Limited, Engineer’s Office,

Hobart Town, Tasmania, 9th May, 1873.
I mavE the honor to acknowledge your letter of this date .accompanying which was .a litho-
graphed plan of the land on the route of the Main Line Rallway

T duly note your desire that I should show the course of the Railway on 'this Plan, and will do so
immediately that I receive from the Surveyor some necessary information as to the Jerusalem Distriet.

I have, &ec.

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary.

MEMORANDUM.

(Signed).

CHARLES H. GRANT, Engineer.

I~ the absence of the Honorable the Minister of Lands and Works, the Colomal Secretary .
requests that Mr. Cheverton will report upon the condition and sufficiency of the Culverts on the
Main Line of Railway where it passes through the Queen’s Domain.

S1R,

JAMES R. SCOTT,

Colonial Secretary’s Offfice, 5th April, 1873..

Lands and Works Office, 15th April, 1873.

In accordance with the enclosed instructions I inspected the Culverts along the Main Line of Railway in the
Queen’s Domain, and beg to report thereon as under. .

Locality.

Deseription.

Remarks,

No. 1 CuLveErT in embankment
opposite Battery.

No. 2 CorverT, opposite Regatta
Stand.

No. 3 CuULvERT, opposite gate
leading to Ship-yard.

No. 4 CULVERT, near cottage oc-
cupied by Governor’s plough-
-~ man.

No. 5 CuLvERT, near division fence
where oaks are planted.

No. 6 CurLverT, facing N.E. end
of Government House.

‘No. 7 CuxverrT, about half-wéy
between Society Gardens and
gate leading to Cornelian Bay.

No. 8 CurveRrT, between No. 7
end gate leading to Cornelian
. .Bay.

Built with iron-stone rubble
masonry and stone covers. Size
1ft. 61n. wide, and 1ft. 3 in.
high,

Built with iron-stone rubble with-

out mortar—a course of stone
on each side laid on the grass
turf, ‘covered with stone. Size,
about 12 in. X 12 in.

Built with iron-stone rubble with-
out mortar—a course of stone
laid on the grass turf for each
side wall, top covered with
stone. Size, 16 in. X 12 in.

Built with iron-stone masonry
in mortar and covered with
flagging 4 in. to 5 in, in thick-
ness. Size, 2 ft. 6 in. .x 2 ft.

Built with iron-stone masonry and
covered with freestone flagging.
Size, 2 ft. 6 in. x 2 ft.

‘Walls and bottom built with iron-
stone .and ‘mortar, top not yet
-Bize, 2 ft. 6 in. X 2 ft.

‘Walls of this -culvert are built in
iron~stone rubble masonry. Size,
2 ft. 6 in..x 2 ft.

This culvert is partly-finished, and
has been built in dry rubble
walling, Size, 2 ft. X 1. 8in.

This culvert may take all flood waters if

- kept clear. It would have been better

2 {t. 6 in. in height, so as to haveallowed
for clearing it out when choked.

The flood waters will undermine this cul-
vert, and cause it to shake in,

This culvert is not large enough to receive
the flood waters, and in the absence of
any stone bottom would in time got un-
dermined and fall in.

This culvert would require to be twice thig
size to receive all the flood waters, as the
whole of the drains far above the Maga-
zine run to this spot. The covers used
are too thin, should be 6} in. to 7 in. in
thickness.

This culvert for size will answer ; masonry
at lower end should have been taken
deeper ; stone covers used are too thin,
should have been not less than 6‘ in, to-
7 in.

'This culvert for size will answer ; masonry
at lower end should have been taken
deeper. -

This culvert will answer as to size, but the
lower end should have been taken
deeper, and the stone coversare too thin,
and should have been not less than 6} in.
to 7 in. in thickness.

This culvert if not taken out must fall in.
Is not at all suitable.

‘With respect to the Culverts now in progress and thnse completed through the Domain, I consider that they are
not the class required for the Railway work:. Those constructed on the 1st section of the new Huon Road are nothing.

more than is necessary ‘or square culverts, and have stood well for nearly eight years.

stone of suitable dimensions.

These have been built of cube

.. 'Tfind from my experience in putting in new culverts on themain line of road that too much care cannot be
taken in obtaining suitable bottoms to prevent the water undermining same. :

The walling in all cases should be rough cube stones, and caution taken to sink the lower ends to a sufficient -

depth.

The Hon, the BMinister of Lands and Works.

A CHEVERTON, QOverseer of Works,
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5 Colonial Secretary’s Office, 215t April, 1873.
IR, : : , L

Bearing in mind the provisions-contained in the Schedule to the eontract between the Govern~-
ment and the Tasmanian Main Line Railway as respects the “ manner” in which all the works are -
to be constructed, T caused the Overseer of Works to examine the Culverts along the line of Railway
in the Queen’s Domain, and I now forward for your information copy of his-Report.

This -Officer is well qualified to form an opinion of the Culverts required to ensure a safe
discharge of the flood-waters from his long residence in the vicinity and his practieal experience; I
have, therefore, no hesitation in requesting your attention to the statements contained in his Report,
as the interests of the Company are so materially affected by the sufficiency or otherwise of the
works on the Line. : )

I have, &c., S _
; (Signedy  JAMES R. SCOTT.
C. H. Graxr, Esq., Engineer, . S :
Tasmanian Main Line Raihway Company.

 Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company, Limited, Engineer’s Office,
Hobart Town, Tasmania, 24th April, 1873.

Sir, . '

"~ I mave the honor to acknowledge your letter of the 21st instant, informing me that you had

caused the Overseer of Works for the Government to examine the Culverts along the Main Line of -

Railway in the Queen’s Domain, and enclosing for my information a copy of his Report.

I have carefully perused his observations and must remark, that as the work . can only be con-
sidered just commenced, he laboured under the disadvantage of not having the slightest notion of
what I intended to do in the matters referred to, and hence has confounded. merely temporary works
with those of a permanent character. ' :

It would be extremely inconvenient for both parties that I should discuss the -dimensions and
construction of Culverts and each little Engineering detail with the Government, but I can give you
the most unqualified assurance that the full particulars in the Schedule to the Contract will be strictly
adhered to, and that the works will be of a substantial character. : o

I have, &ec.,

: , _ (Signed) CHARLES H. GRANT, ZEngincer.
Hon. J. R. Scorr, Colonial Secretary.

.

: Colonial Secretary’s Offfice, 18th April, 1873.
Sir, ’ : ' -

I BEG to call your attention to portions of the Schedule to the Contract between the Govern-

ment of Tasmania and the Tasmanian Main Lins Railway Company providing for the gauge, the

construction of bridges, weight of rails, the sleepers, ballast, curves, and buildings, and that «The

« said Railway, together with all Stations, Rolling Stock, and all other works connected with such

« Railway, shall be constructed of the best material and in a thoroughly substantial manner.” '

It-is absolutely necessary, in:order that the Government may be assured that these conditions

are complied with, that efficient Engineering inspection should be established and periodical reports
obtained. '

May I enquire if you have any Officen attached to your Department whose services can be made

available for the purpose ? :

‘ . S I have, &c., L :

: ‘ ' (Signed) JAMES R. SCOTT.
The Hon. Minister of Lands and Works. : _

MEMORANDUM.

RrerERRING to the necessity urged upon the Government to appoint a competent person to super--
vise and examine the works in course of progress on the Main Line Railway, I find that there is in
the person of Mr. Frith, an officer of this Department, a fit and competent Engineer, who under
your instructions to me shall furnish a Report onze a month to me, with the view of transmission to
you as the head of the Department, with whom all matters connected with the Main Line Railway
rest officially. '

I forward for your information and that of the Pl;émier attested copies of Mr. Frith’s capabilities,
which I beg may be returned to this office. :
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The amount of compensation I recommend Mr. Frith to receive is at the same rate and on the
same scale as that paid to our Surveyors, two pounds two shillings (£2 2s.) per day, to meet every .
charge, and not to exceed one hundred and fifty days in one year. :

Mr. Frith shall wait on you to receive your instructions as to the form of the reports you desire -
to be furnished with by him from this office. :

CHARLES MEREDITH,

Office of Lands and Works, 18th April, 1873, .
The Hon. Colonial Secretary. '

Longford, 24th January, 1865.
 S1r,

. Durineg the period you officiated as Clerk of the Works at the bridge across the South Esk, near Longford, I
had reason. to feel extremely satisfied with the care and vigilance you displayed, and I have pleasure in bearing
testimony to your ability and fitness.

(Signed)  H. B. NICHOLLS.
Mgr. J. R. FriTH. :

Havine compared this with the original I certify that it is a true copy.

(Signed)  CHARLES MEREDITH.
18. 4. 78.

Launceston, February 1st, 1864..

M-r. John Frith has acted as Foreman for us for a period of seventeen months during the construction of alarge
iron bridge which we have erected here over the South Esk River.

He has superintended for us the construction of the abutments and road approaches, the laying of the platform,
the erection of the toll-house, and likewise the construction of the timber scaffolding in the floating dock on which
the iron work was put {ogether. This last was a work of considerable importance, the span of the iron arch being

190 feet (one hundred and ninety feet), and his suggestions and practical knowledge of carpentry were of great value -
to us in this.portion of the work. : : .

Mr. Frith acted moreover as Pay Clerk during the construction of the bridge, and we gladly bear testimony to
his uprightness of character as well as to his ability as a Foreman.

We can confidently recommend him in'a similar capacity. E
(Signed) DOYNE & LA TOUCHE, Civil Engineers,
(Per E. D. La Touche.)

(Signed) CHARLES MEREDITH.
18. 4. 73.

Havineg compared this with the original I certify that it is a true copy.

B e ——]

Bank Chambers, Essex-street, Manchester, 3rd May, 1853,

DEAR S1R,

REFERRING to your intended application for the Surveyorship of the city of Gloucester, I have much pleasure
in bearing testimony to your ability for such an office ; the great experience you have had during the five years that I
have known you, together with the satisfactory manner in which you conducted the heavy works intrusted to you,

render you more than competent to undertake the situation in question : should you be appointed I have no doubt
you will do credit to yourself and employers.

Yours truly,

: (Signed) = JAMES BRANLEES, M. Inst. C. Engineers.
Jomx R. FriTH, Esq. . _ .

Havinag compared this with the original I certify that it is a true copy.

(Signed) CHARLES MEREDITH.
, 18..4. 78.

Birkenhead, April 11¢h, 1848.
Sim,

"I AvE much pleasure in stating that on the recommendation of Mr. Arthur Holme you were engaged by the .
Birkenliead Dock Company to superintend the construction of their warehouses, the formation of railroads round
them and through their other properties, and that for eighteen months you have had the personal charge of the works
of the Company During that time.the Directors have had every reason to be satisfied with your conduct, ability, and

judgment; and that, in checking the measurement of others, you have been instrumental in saving considerable sums
to your employers.

Trusting that you will procure a situation where your professional abilities will have more scope than under-
present circumstances they can have at Birkenhead,

I remain, '

Yours truly,
. , . (Signed) MACGREGOR LAIRD.
J. R. Frrrs, Esq., Birkenhead, _ . . i
Havixe compared this with the original I certify that it 1s a true copy:

(Signed) ~ CHARLES MEREDITH.
. 18.. 4. 73.
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A Soutk Wales Ratlway, Swansea, May 2nd, 1853,
GENTLEMEN, _ e

~ -Mgz. J. R. Frith having informed me that he is a candidate for the office of Surveyor to the Local Board.of the
“city of Gloucester, I beg to recommend him to your notice as a person well qualified for the duties -of ‘'such situation.
From the extensive and variousworks in which he has been engaged for a very considerable period he would bring s
practical knowledue of the value and quality of work, which would be highly serviceable in carrying out the duties
necessarily devolving upon the office for which he applies.

... Should-the Local Board appoint him I have no doubt they would find him an intelligent and active officer, and
one competent in every respect to carry out the instructions of the Board and the duties of the office. S

I am, Gentlemen,-- o
.- Your obedient Servant,
. : (Signed) = S. JONES. -
To the Local Board of Health, Gloucester. . i S
Havisa compared this with the original I certify that it is a true copy.

1

(Signed) ~CHARLES MEREDITH.
_ 18. 4. 73.

: St. Helens, Lancashire, 2nd May, 1853.
DEAr Sir, . )
)AT your request I have much pleasure in having the opportunity of adding my testimonial to your.qualification
as an Engineer. I have known you for & number of years, and seen you engaged on Railway works both in
Lancashire and Yorkshire and South Wales, also.in superintending at the Birkenhead Docks. I consider you perfectly
-qualified to take the management of any such works as Engineer under the Sewerage Act or in fact any Engineering
works, : : : C A
. I remain,. . S :
) ] Yours truly,
) (Signed) WM. THOMPSON.
Jorx R. ¥rrra, Esq. : o
HavinG compared this with the original I certify that it is a true copy. ,
' : (Signed) CHARLES MEREDITH.
' 18. 4. 78; .

.ForwarDED to the Hon. the Treasurer. I have perused Mr. Frith’s testimonials and have
every reason to believe him well qualified for the duties. If the Hon. the Treasurer concurs, I will
notify to Mr. Grant that Mr. Frith has been appointed to inspect the material and construction of
the Railway works on behalf of the Tasmanian Government. S _
- (Signed) JAMES R. SCOTT.

19. 4. 73.

T concur. o : :
: : ‘ - F. M. INNES.
o . : . 21. 4. 73. -
TrE employment of Mr. Frith, as above, approved. , )
. A JAMES R. SCOTT.
- 25 April, 1873,

coe S Colonial Secretary’s Office, 30th April,-1873.
Sir, . » , L
., - - I mave the honor to intimate to you that the Government have appointed Mr. J. R. Frith, an
officer attached to.the Lands and Works Department and a. competent Engineer, to inspect the
material and construction of the Railway on behalf of the Colony, and to see that the conditions of
the Contract’are properly fulfilled. ' . K

I have, &ec., ’ )
C. 1. Grant, Esq., Engineer-in-Chicf, ‘ : ~ (Signed) JAMES R. SCOTT.,
Main Line Railway Company. ’ ‘ ' :
- . . © Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company, Limited,,

Engineer's Office, Hobart Town, Tasmania, 2nd May, 1873.
SIr, CLt - _ - - :
- T sAvVE the honor to acknowledge your letter of the 30th ultimo, in which you inform me that
the Government have appointed Mr. J. R. Frith, of the Public Works Department, to inspect thé
material and construction of the Main Line Railway works on behalf of the Colony, and t) see that
the conditions of the Contract are properly fulfilled. N
" As'the Railway Company are very much the most interes‘ped parties in the due execut’on of the
Contract I feel obliged for any assistance tending to secure that result, and shall be happy to give

Mr. Frith any assistance he may require. o _
col . ' ) K , I-have, &e. L L
The. Hon.the Colonial Secretary.. - -+ (Signed) CHARLES H. GRANT, Engineer.

wdo
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L Colonial Secretary’s Office, 5th May, 1873.
Sir,’

' I mave the honor to forward for your information the enclosed Report of Mr. J. R. Frith on
the nature-and construction of the works in progress on the Main Line Railway.

I have, &ec.,

S (Signed) JAMES R. SCOTT. -
C. H. Grant, Fsq., Engineer-in- Chief, .
Main Line Railway Company.

(Copy.) - Launceston, 26th April, 1873.

Sir,
Maix Line Rarnway.

T HAVE to report for your information that I proceeded to make a survéy of the works on this
Work on Saturday, the 19th instant, and following days.

Commencing at the Hobart Town end, I found,—

1st. A culvert under a deep embankment built of dry rubble bluestone, 18 in. X 15 in.
Looking up from the lower end the height does not seem so much as at the outlet end. On. going
to the upper side of the bank I could not find any entrance,—the culvert not going through the
bank. I consider the masonry very inferior, and altogether not such a piece of work as it should
have been under such a heavy embankment.

No. 2 Culvert (opposite the Regatta Stand).—This culvert is built of dry rubble bluestone,
10 in. x 12 in,, built on the grass, no paved bottom, and altogether such a piece of work that
should not be allowed to remain. The capacity is not sufficient for the carrying off the storm waters.

No. 8 Culvert (back of the ship-yards).—The remarks on the last culvert apply in every
respect to this one. Size, 16 in. x 12 in,

At this place the public carriage road has been diverted, but no provision made to carry the
water from the inner table drain. A small culvert is required.

No. 4 Culvert (inside the grounds of the Government House).—Built of bluestone in mortar,
2 1ft. 0in. x 2ft. 6in., paved, and covered with freestone flags apparently 4 in. thick. These
covers should have been at least 6 in. thick.

I examined the watershed and drainage to this place, and from the large extent of gathering
ground, the state of the different water-ways and culverts, I am of opinion this culvert should have
been twice the capacity it now is. ' '

No. 5 Culvert.—Built rubble bluestone in mortar, 2 ft. 0 in. X 2 ft. 6 in., bottom paved, but
not yet covered. The covering flags, freestone, are on the ground from 4 to 5 in. thick, most of
them only 3 ft. long, allowing but 6 in. bed on the side walls. This is not sufficient; the weight of
the embankment and traffic passing over throws the whole pressure on the front part of the wall
and none on the back ; the covering flags are not sufficiently thiclk for the work they have to do.
This culvert is large enough.

No. 6 Culvert I was informed by Mr. Grant, the Engineer, is only a temporary one for the
Contractors’ use.

Level Crossing.—At this crossing are two pits dug out, and masonry being put in for a cattle
guard.

I de not know if this deseription of crossing should be allowed ; there is no reference in the
Schedule to them. I have been unable to get the Parliamentary Papers of the last Sessions to
refer to, but I am under the impression that m the Bill brought into the House to authorise some
concessions to the Company these cattle-guards were not allowed. I see a great objection to these
crossings near townships or any place where there is much traffic. Travellers, men or boys in
charge of horses and vehicles, crossing at a time when a train is passing may be confused if too near,
or the horse may be frightened and refuse to move on,—the train would run into them and cause
loss of life-and property. There would be less objection where the crossings are only farmers’
accommodation roads ; the danger then would be from cattle lying on the railway, being dry and
warm, not gettiig up in' time, the train running over them would endanger the lives of the
passengers. I would advise, if it can be done, that these crossings should be prohibited at all road
- crossings. : ‘
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No. 8 Culvert.—This is a freestone built culvert, double openings, 2 ft. 0 Ai_nv, x'2 ft. 6 in. All
that ean be seen seems good work, and from examination of the watershed is sufficient capacity. )

Bridge over the Risdon Road.—The excavations for the foundations are out, and: the concrete
in two of them. This bridge is at right angles with the railway, bringing the two opposite angles
about 10 ft. into the roadway : this will make it very inconvenient to travellers on dark nights.
The openings over the public road should have been in a line with the road and askew with the
railway. There is no reason why it should not be so: the span is small enough not to put the
Company to any extra expense, and will save the expense of altering the roadway and the
annoyance to-travellers. I would advise this alteration to be insisted on. ' S

Tunnel near Jerusalem.—There are four shafts going down, one is down and the shaft 1ength
opening out. The timbering to these shafts is very good so far.

Works at Ross.—About a mile of cutting and embankment is done; some good freestone
culverts are in, but from my knowledge of the floods in this district I am of opinion they are too
small—2 ft. 3 in. X 1 ft. 6 in.—or not sufficient in number.

All the culverts should have wing walls at the entrances to prevent the water forcing a way
behind the side walls. ' ‘ :

My time not allowing a longer inspection, and very little doing north of Ross, I did not see
any other of the works. My next inspection will begin at Evandale. : T

JOHN ‘R. FRITH, Superintending Enginecer
M. L. Railway.
The Minister of Lands and Works.

N

ForwarpeDp to the Hon. Colonial Secretary.
CHARLES MEREDITH,
29.4.73..

» Tasmanian Main Line Rdilfway Company, Limited,
Engineer’s Office, Hobart Town, Tasmania, 6th May, 1873.
Sir, S _ '

I mavE the honor to acknowledge your letter of the 5th instant, enclosing for my information
a copy of a report made by Mr. J. R. Frith on the nature and construction of the works in progress
on the Main Line Railway, for which I am much obliged.

In the report Mr. Frith appends to his signature the description “ Superintending Engineer M.
L. Railway,” but this does mnot correspond with the powers and authority mentioned in your letter
of the 30th ultimo. It is desirable you should inform me which description you.consider correct.

I have already stated that it would be in the highest degree inconvenient to discuss engineering
details in written communications addressed to yourself, and have to repeat that a fuller examination
and considération of the circumstances of each case to which objections are stated, would incon- -
testably prove that there is no foundation for the eriticisms offered. :

‘With respect to Cattle-guards, it will be remembered that the clause in the Act promoted by
the Company referring thereto was allowed to stand over till the next Session, on the recommen-
dation of the Hon. the Colonial Treasurer, who promised that this system should be tried on the
Launceston and Western Railway. I have not heard whether these Cattle-guards are completed,
but understood that the Railway authorities at Launceston were quite willing to use them. Mean-
while, thinking it would be more generally convenient to inspeet them near Hobart Town, I am
having a sample set finished off, which can be readily examined. The objections raised to them.by
Mr Frith entirely arise from his not having had experience of .such conveniences ; and their use in
all parts of the world-where itis important to maintain Railways economically, is surely sufficient
proof of their utility. :

Mr. Frith’s criticism in regard to the Viaduct over the Risdon Road is rather extreme, consi-
dering that an eighteen-feet opening on the road would have been fully justified both by law and
ordinary practice ; whereas, at an extra cost to the Contractors, I have given more than twice this
‘passage, and therefore think I am entitled to some credit for unusual liberality.

I have, &ec., : : L
(Signed) CHAS. H. GRANT, Engineer.

i

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary.
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MEMORANDUM.:

Tre Colonial Secretary has the honor to transmit to the Honorable the Minister of Lands and
‘Works the enclosed letter, dated the 6th instant.

On the 30th ultimo the Colonial Secretary intimated to Mr. Charles H. Grant, that Mr. J. R.
Frith, an officer attached to the Lands and Works Department, and a competent Engineer, had
been appointed “ to inspect the material and construction of the Railway on behalf of the Colony,
and to see that the conditions of the Contract are properly fulfilled.” The term ¢ Superintending
Engineer M. L. Railway ” seems therefore incompatible,—Inspecting Engineer would be more
appropriate. As Mr. Grant seems to take exception to the former designation, perhaps the Minister
of Lands and Works will be good enough to request Mr. Frith to adopt the latter in future reports.

JAMES R. SCOTT.
, _ Colonial Secretary’s Office, 8th May, 1873.
The Hon. the Minister of Lands and Works.

MRg. Frith is informed that in future he will sign his reports on the Main Line Railway Inspecting
Engineer instead of Superintending Engineer.
CHAS. MEREDITH.

8. 5. 73.
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary.

Chief District Constable’s Offfice, Hobart, 15th April, 1878.
Sir, :

I po myself the honor to bring under your notice for the information of the Director-General
of Roads, an encroachment made by the Contractors for the Main Line of Railway on the part of
the Main Road known as Risdon Koad, by an excavation for a foundation of one of the piers for
a bridge to be erected over that road. ‘

The carriage-way has been encroached upon to the ‘extent of about ten feet.

I have, &c.,
H. G. QUODLING, Chief District Constable

and Town Surveyor.

J. Forster, FEsq., Inspector of Police.

ForwarbpED for the information of the Hon, the Minister of Lands and Works.

J. FORSTER.
15. 4. 73.

Mg. Cheverton will be so good as visit and report on this matter.

CHARLES MEREDITH.
16. 4. 73.

TrENcHES have been sunk and filled in with concrete for foundations of Piers for Viaduct
crossing the Risdon Road, as shown on tracing attached. These foundations have been set out at
right angles with the Line of Railway.. The encroachment on the road, as well as the unsightly
appearance, has not been studied. These Piers should have been put parallel to the line of roadway
to have prevented obstruction to the pathway and centre opening, as well as to be uniform, thereby
saving the unsightly appearance that will be caused if erected as intended.

W. H. CHEVERTON, Ouverseer of Works,
18tk April, 1873.

—

ForwarpEeD to the Honorable Colonial Secretary in the hope that these unsightly intrusions
may be altered and made coincident with the line of the road. '

CHARLES MEREDITH.
23. 4. 73.
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By 33 Viet. No. 1, s. 7, the Company may, subject to the provisions of that Act, construct upon,
'across, or over streets or roads certain works, provided they do as little damage as possible. .- By
8. 10 of the same Act the Railway Works shall as far as possible be so made as not to impede,
injure, prevent, or interrupt any ordinary or rightful traffic upon public highways or streets, and so

. @s not to increase the cost of making, maintaining, repairing, and upholding the same.” The penalty
for non-compliance is pointed out by this section, as also the manner of enforcing it. :

JOHN A. JACKSON.
2nd May, 1873.

SR, . Colonial Secretary’s Offfice, 16th May, 1873.

I mave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 6th instant, and in reply
have to inform you that Mr. Frith has been directed to “sign his reports upon the Main Line
Railway with the designation of “ Inspecting ” instead of “ Superintending ” Engineer.

I agree with you that it would be inconvenient to discuss engineering details ; at the same time
I consider it due to the Company to forward for your information from time to time such reports as
are obtained by me with reference to the material and construction of the Line,—reports which are
rendered necessary by reason of the provisions contained in the 17th Section of the Contract.

With reference to the viaduet over the Risdon Road, other complaints have reached me
respecting the inevitable interruption to traffic from the position of the piers, presuming that only
one opening is to be'left, and no alteration made in the roadway, so that with the information at
present before me I cannot accept the work as satisfactory. ‘

L. would feel obliged if you will furnish me, at your early convenience, with detailed statement
‘and plan of the work proposed at that crossing, in order that I may be enabled to decide upon the
propriety of taking action under the 10th and 11th Clauses of the Main Line Railway Act. '

' T have, &e., '
Crarves H. Grant, Esq., Engineer, Tasmarian (Signed) JAMES R. SCOTT.
Main Line Rarbway Company. ' o

Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company, Limited,
" Sir, Engineer’s O ffice, Hobart Town, Tasmania, 21st May, 1873.

. T mavr the honor to acknowledge your letter of the 16th instant; and again beg to thank you
for forwarding me the reports made by your Inspecting Engineer, and to give the assurance that
they shall in all cases receive a careful consideration.

As regards your allusion to the 17th Clause of the Contract, you will not have failed to percéive '
that the value of the line would have to be determined by arbitration, in which event the arbitrators
would doubtless take into account the exact condition and value of the line at the time of purchase,
rather than its original construction ; but you may feel assured that the deterioration on a line built
as this is will be very unimportant.

The complaints of the Risdon Viaduct have arisen from the accidental circumstance that the
sub-contractor for the piers—who has been working on the road at this part for many weeks past—
so lightly estimated any interruption of traffic that he placed his building material quite on the line
of the formerly-travelled road, and diverted the traffic towards a pier.

‘The piers do not encroach on the road in the least degree, but are built' entirely on the side
spaces ; therefore no interruption to traffic can possibly occur. The opening is very nearly twice
what it would have been had we erected gates. '

It is true that the original position of the footpath will be slightly changed, as it will be taken

round the back of the north pier in question, but it will be maintained at its present width; and I

. am at a loss to conceive how the public convenience can be in the least degree affected by.the bridge
when complete. :

‘Works under construction are, however, an inevitable nuisance.

If, after this explanation, you desire further information, I shall be happy to meet yourself, or
any one you may appoint, on the ground at any time ; but really the work explains itself, and I hope"

there will be nothing that could reasonably be complained of.

I have, &e., T
' : (Signed) = CHARLES H. GRANT, Engineer.
.The Hon. J. R, Scorr, M.L.C., Colonial Secretary.
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“Colonial Secretary’s Office, Gth June, 1873.
-S1R, .
‘I mave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 2lst ultimo, and with
reference to the works at the Viaduct over the Risdon road T have now ‘the honor to inform you
- that having visited and inspected the site the Government are of opinion that, with the alteration to
the pathway promised by you, the ordinary and rightful traffic is not interrupted to such an extent
as to .call for any action on the part of the Minister of Lands and Works under the [0th clause of
“the Main Line Railway Act, although it would undoubtedly have been more convenient and less
unsightly if the piers had been built parallel to the line of road as suggested by Messrs. Frith™ and
Cheverton. :
‘ _ I have, &e.,
o B ‘ (Signed) JAMES R. SCOTT.
C. H. Grant, Esq., Engincer Main Line
Railway Company.

Tasmanian Mdin Line Railway Company, Limited, 113, Cannon-street,
London, E.C., 18th April, 1873.

Sir ‘

" I mavs the honor to inform you that the sum of One hundred thousand pounds (£100,000) was
this day paid into the Bank of New South Wales to the credit of this Company for the purpose of
the construction of the Railway, in accordance with the 5th clause of the contract made between
the Tasmanian Government and this Company, and I enclose the receipt of the Manager of the
Bank.

‘I have, &e.,

' (Signed) J. B. DAVISON, Secretary.
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary.

S _ Colonial Secretary’s. Office, 9th June, 1873.
IR,
" I mAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 18th April last, addressed to
my predecessor, informing him that, in accordance ‘with the 5th clause of the contract made between
-the ‘Tasmanian Government and the Main Line Railway Company, Limited, the sum of One
hundred thousand pounds has been paid into the Bank of New South Wales to the credit of the
Company for the purposes of the construction of the Railway, and enclosing him a receipt of the
Manager of the Bank for that amount. .
I have, &ec.,

(Signed) JAMES- R. SCOTT.

J. B. Davison, Esq., Secretary Main Line Railway C’om_pany, Limited.

S Tasmanian Main Line Railway, Contractors’ Offices, 10th April, 1873.
SIR, . : , :
.. WE have the honor to inform you that we are establishing a Sick -and Medical Fund on our
works, and aré desirous of making some arrangements by which we-can send urgent and serious
cases of accident to the Hospital. 'We do not apprehend any number of - cases, and think, therefore,
that if we paid }4. per man per week to the Government it would quite cover all expenses that
‘might occeur on our account; we shall, I estimate, have an average of 1000 men on the works. We
_shall esteem it a favor if you will inform us at your earliest convenience if this arrangement will -be
satisfactory to the Government. : : -

‘We have, &e.,

o . (Signed) CLARK, PUNCHARD, & REEVE.
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary. : :

Tais proposal of Messrs. Clark, Punchard, & Reeve is forwarded for the observations of Dr.
Miller, who, from his experience of the working of a somewhat similar arrangement with Messrs.
Overend and Robb during the construction of the Launceston and Western Railway, will probably
. be able to advise the Government as to the amount of contribution which the:-Contractors should be

called -upon to pay so as to secure the Hospitals from undue risk.

The papers referring to the arrangement ‘v_v'ith Messrs. Overend and Robb are forwarded here-

with for Dr. Miller’s perusal.
' . ' B. TRAVERS SOLLY,

- -~ (For the ‘Colonial Secretary.)
e : - 16 April, 1873.

€
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, Launceston, 17th April, 1873,
S1x, _ 4 '
I mavE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your memo. accompanying the letter of Messrs.

‘Clark, Punchard, and Reeve, and also the papers connected with the agreement entered into by
"Messrs. Overend agd Robb. . ’

The latter firm did not, I think, carry out exactly the terms which appear in their first proposal.
T was-the Medical Officer in charge of the-first section of the line—from Launceston to Perth—and
I know that the actual amount deducted from the wages of the men employed was 3d. in the pound.
Of this sum I got 2d., the Hospital id., and the Relief Fund id. § ' o

But Overend and Robb paid high wages, and their works were carried on vigorously, the men
. were never idle when the weather permitted work. '

In the case of the Contractors of the Main Line Railway I would suggest that the sum of 1d. per
~ week for each man employed should be paid by the Contractors to the Government. But even that
sum should only be accepted when the Government is satisfied that proper arrangements have been
come to with medical practitioners along the line to attend to all ordinary cases. None but serious
cases, of accident or illness, should be sent to the Hospital. 'We have had one very trifling case sent
to us from Ross, and a case too of a nature which should be excluded from the benefit of the
arrangement between-the Government and the Contractors. All cases of venereal disease, and of
disease induced by other excesses on the part of the men, must not come with the terms of the pro-
posed arrangement. : :
' I have, &e.,
: ' . (Signed) J. L. MILLER.
The Assistant Colonial Secretary. -

Colonial Secretary’s Office, 21st April, 1873.

GENTLEMEN, : ‘
I-mave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th instant, informing me
that you are establishing a Sick and Medical Fund on your works, and that you are desirous of
“making some arrangements by which you can send urgent and serious cases of accident to the

Hospital.

In reply, I have the honor to inform you that the Government would be prepared to receive
serious cases of accident to the men when employed on the line, and treat them in the public
Hospitals on .payment of one penny (1d.) per week for each man employed by you, provided you
are prepared to arrange with a sufficient number of Medical Practitioners along the line to attend to
all ordinary cases,—none but serious cases of accident being sent to the Hospitals.

The Contractors for the Launceston and Western Railway paid for this privilege the contribution
of one halfpenny in the pound, but their rate of wages was materially higher, and amounted to very
nearly, if not quite, a penny per week per man. : :

Your proposal of a halfpenny per week would not be sufficient to cover the risk incurred by the
Government in undertaking the charge of all serious cases of accident that may occur in the con-
struction of the Railway.

I have, &e.,

(Signed) JAMES R. SCOTT.

Messrs. Crark, PuncHARD, & REEVE.

Tasmanian Main Line Railway, Contractors’ Offfices, 4th June, 1873.
Sir, _
W= have the honor to inform you that we have made arrangements with two qualified Medical
Practitioners to attend on the laborers employed on the above-mentioned Railway between Hobart
Town and Evandale, and we are now prepared to enter into an arrangement. with the Government,
in compliance with. your letter-of 21st April, for having serious cases of accident, -&e. admitted to
the Hospital by payment of 1d. per man per week for the number of men employed on the work,
although we consider this sum to be very high.

We will feel ‘obliged by"thé Government making such arrangements with the Hospital at
Campbell Town as shall secure admission to men employed by us in the same way as the others,

We have, &ec., ‘
‘ . (Signed) CLARK, PUNCHARD, & REEVE.
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary. :
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= Colonial Secretary’s Office, 6th June, 1873.
GENTLEMEN,

I mAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 4th instant, informing me that
you have made arrangements with two qualified Medical Practitioners to attend on the laborers
employed on the Main Line of Railway between Hobart Town and Evandale; and that you are
prepared to enterinto an arrangement with the Government, in compliance with my letter of the
21st April, for having serious cases of accident, &c. admitted to the Hospital by payment of one
penny per man per week for the number of men employed on'the work, and requesting that such
arrangements may be made with the Hospital at Campbell Town as shall secure admission to men
employed by you in the same way as the others.

I have to request that you will inform me from what date you propose that the payment of one
penny per week should commence, as the Government liability for the treatment of Hospital cases
is, of course, restricted to such as may be admitted after that date. o

', With regard to payments I would suggest that they should be made ﬁlonthly, supported by a
Declaration to be made by a member of your firm as to the number of men employed on the works
for the period for which the payment is made.

In accordance with your wish, cases can be received into the Campbell Town Hospital as well
as into the Institutions in Hobart Town and Launceston.

I have, &ec.,
: (Signed). JAMES R. SCOTT.
Messrs. CLaARK, PUNCHARD, & REEVE. :

Colonial Secretary’s Office, 6th June, 1873.
Sir,

I mave the honor to inform you that the Government have made arrangements with the
Contractors for the Main Line Railway for the treatment of serious cases of accident, &ec. in either
the General Hospitals at Hobart Town or Launceston, or in the Campbell Town Hospital, as may
be found most convenient.

The Contractors have provided for the attendance of a Medical Practitioner upon their labourers
between Hobart Town and Evandale ; it is therefore to be understood that cases admitted into a
Hospital must be confined to serious accidents, or such violent attacks of illness as may legitimately
demand hospital treatment. :

You will be good enough to cause a Return to be furnished monthly of all cases admitted into
the hospital under your charge, under this arrangement, specifying the nature of the accident or
disease, and the number of days under treatment.

I have, &c., -
(Signed) ~JAMES R. SCOTT.
The Surgeon Superintendent, General Hospital, '

Hobart Town.

. Similar to Chief Medical Officer, General Hospital, Launceston, and F. H. Power, Esquire,
Campbell Town Hospital. '

Tasmanian Main Line Railway Contractors’ Offices,
Hobart Town, 9th June, 1873.
Sir,
A ‘WE have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 6th instant in reference to
the establishment of a Sick Fund on the Works of the above-mentioned Railway, and asking from

ghat date we propose commencing the payment of One Penny per man per week to the Hospital
und. )

In answer to the above we beg to inform you that we are prepared to pay the above subscrip-
tion from this date—the 9th instant.
' We have, &e.,

(Signed) CLARK, PUNCHARD, & REEVE.
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary. :
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S Macquarie-street, 8th May, 1873.
IR, . ' ) . ;
As Lessee of the Queen’s Domain for the year 1873, and having a quantity of Stock grazing
. on it, for which I have to be responsible, it is needful that I should have the fences and gates
secured as much as possible; but 1 am sorry to say that I cannot have them so, for I have, Sir, to
complain to you of the Railway Contractors, for they cause the gate at Cornelian Bay to -be kept
open continually day and night, greatly to my loss and inconvenience, for the men employed by
the Railway Contractors prop the gate open to drive their waggons and drays through and then
go away in the evening without securing the gate, in consequence of which the Stock during the
night go through and get lost or impounded by persons on the Risdon Road. and I have to be the
sufferer. 1 have up to the present time paid £4 15s. for poundage fees, &c. for which I blame the
Railway Contractors for hot keeping the fences and gates secured. I therefore, Sir, respectfully
. request that you will give this your earliest consideration. o

I remain, &ec.,

(Signed) CHARLES PREGNELL.
The Hon. Minister of Lands and Works.

ForwarpED to the Honorable the Colonial Secretary in the hope that he will obtain from the
Main Line Railway Company protection against the losses complained of by the Lessee .of the
Domain. '

(Signed) CHARLES MEREDITH.
- 9. 5. 73.

Tee 8th Clause of the Main Line of Railway Act, 33 Vict. No. 1, appears to me to meet this
case. Copy of Mr. Pregnell’s letter has been sent to Mr. Grant. _ .

(Signed) ~ JAMES R. SCOTT..
10. 5. 73.

Colonial Secretary’s Offfice, 13th May, 1873..

Sixr, .

I mave the honor to forward for your information the accompanying copy of a letter addressed:
to the Minister of Lands and Public Works by Mr. Charles Pregnell, the Lessee of the Queen’s
Domain, complaining of the employées of the Railway Contractors leaving the gate at Cornelian
Bay open day and night, through which his stock pass on to the Risdon Road, and are either lost
or impounded. :

Permit me to call your attention to the 8th Clause of the Main Line of Railway Act, 33rd
Victoria, No. 1, which appears to meet this case.

I have, &e.,

' (Signed) JAMES R. SCOTT.
C. H. Granxt, Esq., Engineer-in- Chief, : :

 Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company.

Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company, Limited, Engincer’s Oﬁ’ice,'
' Hobart Town, Tasmania, 13th May, 1873.
Sir, . .
I mave the honor to acknowledge your letter of this date with which was enclosed copy of
letter from Mr. Pregnell in which he complains that the Gate of the Queen’s Domain at Cornelian
Bay is often left open by the men employed on the Railway. -

In reply I beg to state that I have given oft-repeated and positive instructions to keep this gate
closed, and the fences properly secured, and much regret Mr. Pregnell should have any reason to
complain to you.” The grievance meationed must, I think, have arisen while a slight alteration
was being made in this gate and adjoining fence, the effect of which has been to remove the difficulty
formerly experienced in closing the gate, and trust that this improvement, with the stringent instructions
now given by the Contractors to their carters, will make any further mention of the matter un-

necessary. ]
I have, &e., -

(Signed) CHARLES H. GRANT, Engincer.
The Hon, the Colonial Secretary. ' ‘
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CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE HONORABLE COLONIAL TREASURER. '

ON THE SUBJECT OF INTEREST AND MATTERS CONNECTED THEREWITH.

Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company, Limited,
. Hobart Town, 28th December, 1872,
Sir, : : ' S :
. On receiving from the Honorable the Colonial Treasurer the sum of ‘£3125 on the 23rd day of
July last, being the amount of one quarter’s interest on £250,000 then due to the Tasmanian Main
Line Railway Company, Limited, I was required to furnish- a. Banker’s guarantee to repay the
money unless the Company was within six months from that date made capable of suing and being
sued 1n Tasmania, in accordance with the 25th section of their contract with the Government. This
guarantee was given by Mr. C. J. Barclay, Acting Manager of the Commercial Bank, and is also
dated. the 23rd of July.

The condition having now been fulfilled by the passage of the Bill to further amend the Main
Line Railway Act, No. 2, the 5th clause of which enables the Company to sue and be sued in
Tasmania, I have the honor to request that you will return this guarantee, or otherwise release the
Company and its guarantor therefrom. :

I have, &e.,
' (Signed) AUDLEY COOTE.
The Hon. the Colonial Treasurer.

Colonial Treasury, 28th December, 1872.
Sir, . '
I mave the honor, by direction of the Hon. the Colonial Treasurer, to acknowledge the receipt
of your letter of the 28th instant applying to be relieved of the Banker’s guarantee given on 23rd

July last upon payment of the interest then due to the Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company,
Limited. :

I now return the guarantee referred to, the conditions under which it was given having been-
fulfilled. '
I have, &ec.,
(Signed) W. LOVETT, Assistant Colonial Treasurer.
Avprey Cootg, Esq., Agent Tasmanian Main Line '
Rartway Company.

Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company, Limited, Hobart Town,
December 28th, 1872.
Sir,

I mavE the honor to bring to your notice that under the 5th clause of the Contract between the
Government and the Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company, Limited, the sum of £250,000 was’
paid to the Bank of New South Wales in London on the 19th day of April last, and that the
guaranteed interest on this amount was first paid by the Government on the 23rd July.

‘When the second quarter’s interest became due in October, it appeared advisable to ascertain
the meaning that the Government attached to the various sections of this fifth clause, and accord-
ingly Mr. Grant and myself had a personal interview with the late Cabinet, when we urged upon
them that the Company were equitably entitled to receive the full interest on £250,000 for the first
six months, because on account of the great distance of this country from England it was impossible
that the works could be so vigorously prosecuted as to fairly consume any large portion of the
£250,000 within the first three months, while, in point of fact, this whole time was consumed in the’
travelling here of the Agents of the Company and Contractors.

On their arrival the cduntr'y was found to be so exceedingly difficult to get a Railway through
that it has not even yet been possible to properly commence the works. '

The late Colonial Treasurer and his colleagues replied that the Cabinet were then in such a
transitory state that they could not entertain the question, but that they considered we had good
grounds for our application, and would hereafter give it a most favourable consideration. ’

. For the'time they desired a Banker’s guarantee that would, according to their interpretation of
the Contract, secure them in paying me the money, and this guarantee was accordingly obtained:
from the Commercial Bank, under date of the 24th October.,
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Although I am unable to assent to their reading of the Contraet, and consider that the ‘true
meaning of this clause involves the payment of interest upon the total amounts paid into the -Bank
of New South Wales, in London, within the limit of £250,000 per annum and without reference to
the expenditure, in which the Government are only given an intérest to secure a bond fide ex-
penditure, I could not then raise the question with thew, and therefore undertook at their request
to procure Vouchers from London for the amounts actually disbursed by the Company ; and these I
have now the honor to submit to you. '

If on consideration of the Contract you agree with my view of the interest clause, I shall be
obliged by your returning Mr. Barclay’s letter of the 24th October, or otherwise releasing him
therefrom, since his guarantee as to the expenditure must then be considered unnecessary, and the
passing of the Act to further amend the Main Line of Railway Act, No. 2, fulfils the 25th condition
of the Contract, which requires the Company to be made capable of suing and being sued here.

On the other hand, should you adopt the opinions ot the late Government, I have still to request
that you will return or release the guarantee, and allow the Company to retain the full six months’
interest as paid to them, on the ground that they could not have done more than has been done
during the first six months to carry out the Contract, and that they ought not in equity to be
prejudiced by their failing to do impossibilities.

The accounts herewith enclosed show an expenditure of £140,064 5s. 5d. during the first six
months, which, therefore, falls a little short of the £150,000 men’pioned in the guarantee. .

The interest on this deficiency I am prepared to adjust with you if fequired.

You will much oblige by returning the enclosed Vouchers when noted, and should you desire to
see me on the matter 1 shall be happy to call on you at any time.

’ I have, &ec., ;
The Hon. the Colonial Treasurer. . (Signed) AUDLEY COOTE,

Tue Attorney-General is requested to advise as to the obligations of the Contract, and whether
they sustain the view taken by the Company. _
: F. M. INNES. -

5th December, 1872.

RererreD to the Solicitor-Gerieral for his opinion with a. view to a consultation.

JOHN A. JACKSON.
16. 1. 73.

TrE opinion of the Law Officers is forwarded herewith to the Honorable the Colonial Secretary
by the direction of the Honorable the Attorney-General. . : \

' F. STOPS. .

- Attorney-General's Offfice, 20th January, 1873.

ForwaArDED to the Honorable the Treasurer. N
o ’ JAMES R. SCOTT.
c 22, 1. 73.

‘Wrra respect to Mr. Barclay’s undertaking of the 24th October, the Tasmanian Main Line
Railway Company, Limited, having become duly incorporated in this Colony, if the Agent of the
Company can, by the production of satisfactory vouchers and accounts, show that the sum. of
£150,000 had. on the 19th of July, 1872, been expended for the purposes of the construction of the
Railway, the conditions contained in the undertaking of Mr. Barclay will have been fulfilled, and
the Company entitled to retain the full sum of £3125 interest money. But if the vouchers show
that part only, or none, of the said sum of £150,000 had been expended for Railway purposes ‘on
the 19th day of July, the Colonial Treasurer may then call on Mr. Barclay to returnso much of the
sum of £3125 as represents interest at five per cent. upon all portions of the sum of £150,000 un-
expended on that day, and in that case the guarantee should not be returned as requested by Mr.

-Coote. : ‘ _ ‘
(Signed) JOHN A. JACKSON, 4.G.
ROBT. P. ADAMS.
20tk January, 1873.
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(Copy.) . ' ' T

REecervep from the Honorable Thomas Daniel Chapman, Colonial Treasurer of Tasmania, the sum
of Three thousand one hundred and twenty-five pounds (£3125), being one quarter’s interest at & per cent.
per annum on Two hundred and fifty thousand pounds (£250,000) having been paid into the Bank of
New South Wales, London, in the month of April last to the credit of the Tasmanian Main Line Railway
Company, Limited, being part of the sum of Six hundred and fifty thousand pounds (:£650,000) the
amount of construction money named in the Contract entered into between the Company and the Governor
of Tasmania on the 15th day of August, 1871.

Dated this 25th day of October, 1872.
(Signed) AUDLEY COOTE.

SIR, Colonial Treasury, Hobart Town, 24th January, 1873.

. .1 Bave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 28th December, referring to
‘the payment of Interest on £250,000 to you for the quarter ending 19th October, 1872.

In reply I have to inform you that the Government have submitted the several points referred
to in your letter to the Law Officers for opinion, who advise by the terms of the Contract the
. Company are only entitled to Interest upon so much of the sum of £150,000 as may have been
expended for the purposes of the Construction of the Railway on the 19th July, 1872, and that the
Government would not ba justified in returning the Banker’s Guarantee should any over-payment
have been made on the expenditure as shown by accounts and vouchers of the Company. ‘

The accounts forwarded by your Company show an expenditure to 19th July of £80,064 5s. 54.,
and on 7th September, £110,064 5s. 5d., and £140,064 5s. 5d. on 21st October.

By the terms of the Contract the Company would therefore be entitled to charge Interest upon
£180,064 5s. 5d. from 19th July to 6th September, and upon £210,064 5s. 5d. from 7th September
to 19th October, 1872 ; and it would appear that an over-payment of £702 19s. 10d. has been made
to the Company for Interest for the quarter ended 19th October, 1872.

Under these circumstances the Government would not be prepared to return the Guarantee
referred to until the said sum of £702 19s. 10d. is repaid to the Treasury, or allowed in the claim
for Interest due for the quarter ending 19th January instant. : '

The Vouchers forwarded by you will be required by the Colonial Treasurer to enable him to
pass his accounts for audit. It would therefore be inconvenient to return them as you request.
- I have, &e.,
(Signed) CHARLES MEREDITH,
For the Colonial Treasurer, absent.
Avprey Coorts, Fsquire, Manager Tasmanian Main
Line Railway Company, Hobart Town.

Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company, Lumited,
Sir, ‘ Ehngineer’s. Office, Hobart Town, Tasmania, 1st March, 1873.
I~ the absence of the Company’s Agent I have the honor to reply to a letter of the 24th ultimo
signed, in your absence, by the Hon. Chas. Meredith, on the subject of the amount of the second
quarter’s Interest, due about the 19th October, to the Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company,
Limited.

In this communication it is remarked that the matter had been submitted to the Law Officers
of the Crown for their opinion, and they advise that by the terms of the Contract the Company are
only entitled to interest upon so much of the sum of £150,000 as may have been expended for the
purposes of the Construction of the Railway on the 19th of July, 1872, In-an interview had with
the Honorable the Attorney-General on the receipt of this letter, in which we asked on what
possible construction of the Contract we were only entitled to be paid at the expiration of one
quarter on the vouchers received up to the end of the preceding quarter, we were intormed that the
legal opinion had not so much reference to the Contract as to the form of guarantee given by the
Agent, and which was drafted for his signature by the late Honorable the Attorney-General, and

not properly examined at the time.

We then saw that the guarantee alone would bear out the legal opinion given as to the
payment, and immediately contended that the Company ought not to be prejudiced by this
imperfect and incorrect guarantee, but that they were still fully entitled to their rights under the
sealed Contract. -After a long conversation, in which our view of the case was not combated, but
we were assured that the Government would do us justice on the merits of the case, without regard
to errors or technicalities, the matter was by general consent postponed for your return.
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On subsequently calling upon the late Honorable Attorney-General for an explanation as to
the erroneous drafting of the guarantee, he frankly acknowledged that the guarantee was hurriedly:
drawn, and our points had not struck him before, but there was certainly a great deal to be said in
favour of our contention, which is, simply, that we are by the Contract entitled to produce vouchers
at the end of a quarter for all payments made up to date, and that the Company should receive
interest on the total expenditure, plus the sum of £100,000 as floating balance. ' Y

‘When claiming interest on the second quarter we undertook to produce vouchers for £150,000,
and actually furnished them for £140,064 5s. 5d.: we were therefore entitled to interest on’
£240,064 5s. 5d., for which, in a strict account, the interest is only payable for the whole preceding
quarter.

The difference we are prepared to itﬁmediately repay, if desired, and would be gredtly obliged
by your releasing the guarantee. ’

I have, &e. :
The Hon. the Colonial Treasurer. (Signed) CHARLES H. GRANT, Enrgineer.

REreERRED to the Attorney-General for his opinion, with the suggestion that reference should be
made to the late Attorney-General .for any explanations Ze may wish to offer; as the Executive
would certainly be influenced to some extent by the action of ‘their predecessors if it pledged the
Government in any manner in its' dealings with the Contractors for the Main Line Railway in a

matter of detail.
F. M. INNES.
12. 3. 73.

RererreD to the Honorable W. R. Giblin, late Attorney-General, for his remarks.

JOHN A. JACKSON.
12. 8. 7.

SiIR, : ' Stone Buildings, 12th March, 1873-

I mave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this day’s date, enclosing for' my
perusal a communication dated the 1st instant, made by the Engineer of the Tasmanian Main Line
Railway Company to the Honorable the Colonial Treasurer, in which commmunication pointed
reference is made to a Guarantee alleged by the Company’s Engineer to have been erroneously
drafted by me during my tenure of office. ‘

In compliance with your request, I willingly state the position of the matter so far as I am
concerned. .

It is quite true that I drafted the Guarantee referred to by Mr. Grant, and signed by Mr.
Barclay, but I am not aware that such Guarantee is in any respect “imperfeet” or “icorrect.” 1
endeavoured to express in such Guarantee what I then believed to be the true meaning of the
Contract, a meaning fully understood and acquiesced in by the representatives of the Company, and
I have not since seen any reason to believe that there was any “error” in the interpretation of the
document which we then agreed to. :

As the draftsman of the Contract, I am well aware that the Guarantee is in perfect accord with ,
the intentions of the Government of which I was a member, and with the understanding of the
gentleman who represented the Company through all our negotiations, Mr. Audley Coote.

With' regard to that portion of Mr. Grant’s letter which professes to detail a subsequent
interview with me, I may say that Mr. Grant never presumed to-call on me “for an explanation as
to the erroneous drafting of the Guarantee,” but simply called on me to explainthe unreasonableness
of enforcing it, and the impossibility of the Company retaining all the interest it had received if the
terms of the Guarantee were insisted upon. That, of course, 1s a matter for the Government of the
day to decide upon, and whatever opinion I expressed to Mr. Grant on that point is beside the
present question. Whatever “ hurry” may have attended the drafting of the Guarantee, it was simply .
caused by the pressure of the Company’s demand for the interest; and the insinuation that the
Government hurried on the matter, and so took advantage of the Company, is as absurd as it is
disingenuous. :

I desire to affirm that the Guarantee, as it stands, was drafted in accordance with the deliberate -
views of the Government of which I was a member, views certainly quite familiar to and acquiesced
in by Mr. Coote—and I have a very strong impression, although here Mr. Grant differs with me, by
Mr. Grant also.” I return Mr. Grant’s letter, and

. I have, &e., ’
The Hon. the Attorney-General. " (Signed)  W. R. GIBLIN.,
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. ' ' Colonial Treasury, 19th March, 1873.
Sizr, :

I mave the bonor to acknowledge your letter of the Ist instant, to which you would have re-
ceived an earlier reply but that I found it necessary before answering it to hold several communications
with the Attorney-General upon the subject to which it related, and to refer your statements to the
Attorney-General of the late Administration. I regret if my unavoidable delay should have put you
to any inconvenience, and I have now to state that the explanation which Mr, Giblin has furnished
to the present Government of the understanding on.which the guarantee was entered into precludes
me from acceding to the views you have submitted and the request you have forwarded therein.

I have, &c.,
: _ : (Signed) F. M. INNES, Colonial Treasurer.
The Agent Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company. :

Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company, Limited,
' Hobart Town, 21st March, 1873.

Sir, -
I mave the honor to acknowledge your letter of the 19th instant, in which you inform me that
the Jate Attorney-General has furnished the Government with such an explanation of the under-
standing on which the guarantee relating to the second quarter’s interest due to the Tasmanian Main
Line Railway Company, Limited, was given on behalf of the Company, that you are precluded
from acceding to the views and request contained in Mr. Grant’s letter of the 1st instant.

. In reply I must express my great surprise that any explanation whatever could over-ride the
clear and direct terms of the Contract, on which alone our request was based ; and, moreover, we
have the strongest possible grounds on which to ask a re-consideration of the question and the
setting aside of the guarantee. 'When the guarantee was given it was distinctly understood with the
Cabinet to be an entirely provisional arrangement, and that immediately upon our production of the .
" vouchers the question as to. payment of interest on the whole sum of £250,000 should be liberally
considered : on this understanding less attention was paid to the form of guarantee than it would
otherwise have received. May I be permitted to ask the reasons that Mr. Giblin gives for the
explanation before referred to?

I have, &ec.,
4 (Signed) AUDLEY COOTE.
The Hon. the Colonial Treasurer.

Colonial Treasury, Hobart Town, 22nd March, 1873.

Trz Colonial Treasurer presents his compliments to Mr. Coote, and begs to acknowledge receipt

of his letter of 2lst instant. The Colonial Treasurer encloses herewith a copy of the explanation
given by Mr. W. R. Giblin with respect to the drafting of the guarantee now .in question.

Avupiey Coore, Fsq.

Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company, Limited, .
Hobart Town, 24th March, 1873.
Sir, ’ : :
Herewrra I have the honor to enclose a letter received from the Company’s Engineer, to whom
I sent a copy of Mr. Giblin’s letter relating to the interest payable to the Tasmanian Main Line
Railway Company, Limited. May I again request that this matter may have the immediate re-
consideration of the Government, i order that the interest so long kept in hand may be remitted to
the Company by the out-going mail ? ,
' I have, &e.,
: ' (Signed) AUDLEY COOTE.
The Hon. the Colonial Treasurer. : ;
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Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company, Limited, Engineers Cffice,
i Hobart Town, Tasmania, 22nd March, 1873.
DEAr Sigr,

APTER perusing Mr. Giblin’s letter of the 12th instant to the Hon. Attorney-General,—which is to
soine extent a reply to mine of the Ist instant to the Hon. Colonial Treasurer,—I feel great regret that Mr.
Giblin should apply my strong remarks on the nature of the guarantee given by Mr. Barclay, on the 24th
October last, to himself and to his colleagues in the Government at that time.

.. My observations as to the character of that guarantee, and as to the hurry with which it was settled,
were intended to have reference solely to our side of the case; and I had not the slightest intention of
impugning the correctness of the document, the care with which it was drawn and. considered, or the
circumstances under which it was accepted, in the view and on the part of the Government, and I am
sorry that I so unhappily phrased the letter as to give occasion for the reasonable retort.

In earnestly pressing for the interest at that time, and giving the guarantee to overcome a difficulty in
obtaining it, we perhaps relied too much upon the understanding that it “was a mere temporary arrange-
ment, and overlooked what I am now strongly of opinion was an error in that document. It appears to
me that it would be perfectly in order, and coincide with the contract, were the date therein mentioned of
“ the 19th day of July last™ altered to ¢ the 19th instant,” or to ¢ the date hereof.”

I think that the Company can justly ask from the Government a re-consideration of the matter, so that
we may be placed in the same position as before the guarantee was given, and then, if the contract be read
as entitling the Company to interest at the end of any quarter for the vouchers belonging thereto, which
appears to me to be the only reasonable reading, I hope that the Government will set aside-the guarantee
and agree to our request for its return. :

I have, &ec.,

(Signed) ~ CHARLES H. GRANT, Engineer.
Avuprey Coore, Esq., Agent to the Tasmanian
Main Line Railmway.

Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company, Limited,
: Hobart Town, April 9, 1873.
Sz, . o
. Tae Government are already in possession of original vouchers from the Tasmanian Main
Line Railway Company, Limited, which show an expenditure on the Railway works of £140,064
5s. bd. to October, 1872 ; and the interest for last quarter was calculated on this amount, with the
addition of the floating balance allowed by the Contract.

- - I have now the honor to hand you a further voucher for £22,499 16s. 6d. of the 24th Maich,
1873, which makes the total vouched expenditure to this date £162,56% ls. 11d., and therefore
entitles the Company to receive interest on the 19th instant on the full amount of £250,000: the
expenditure has been greater than this sum, but I am not now prepared with full vouchers for it.

As the mail for England closes on the date that the next quarter’s interest becomes due, and it
is highly important to advise the prompt payment of the instalments by the Government, may 1
ask that you will kindly have the cheque prepared for me early on that day? :

I have, &e., -
(Signed) AUDLEY COOTE.

The Hon. the Colonial Treasurer.

Colonial Treasury, 10th April, 1873.
Sir, - | .
I usavE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 9th instant, received this day,

enclosing a voucher dated 24th March, 1873, for the payment of a further sum of £22,499 16s. 6d. - -

on account of the construction of the Main Line Railway, and requesting that the interest upon the,
sum of £250,000, for the quarter ending 19th Aptil, 1873, might be paid on the day on which it
falls due.

~ Inreply I have to acquaint you that, as the date of payment of the above-named sum did not,
* take place until a considerable time after the commencement of the quarter, .the Government would
not be justified in paying the amount of interest claimed by the Company. :

: _ I have, &c., A
-A-’UDLEY ~CQ_QTE, .E-S'q. . (Slgned) - F. M. INNES.
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Tasmanian Main Line Rathway Company, Limited,
Hobart Town, April 15, 1873.

Si1r, .
I mave the honor to acknowledge your letter of the 10th instant, by which I find that the
Government continue to take the same view as to the calculation of interest due to the Tasmanian
Main Line Railway Company, Limited, that was expressed in your letter of the 24th January, 1873,
and against which I have so frequently protested. I cannot alter my opinion that under the
Contract we are to receive interest on amounts paid into the Bank of New South Wales up to the
amount of £250,000 for the first year, at the specified rate from the date at which they are paid in,
which in this case was the 19th April, 1872, and that the exhibition of vouchers required by the
same clause can only be considered as guaranteeing the bona fides of the Company’s operations.

As the Government maintain a different view, I do not see how the matter can be arranged,
unless we refer it to arbitration: this I am quite prepared to do on behalf of the Company, and
undertake that they will abide by the decision of any impartial person selected by the Government.

I trust that you will approve this wnanner of settling a long-disputed question, for indeed L
know of no other way to do so. ’

1 have, &c., . .
: ’ (Signed) AUDLEY COOTE.
The Hon. the Colonial Treasurer.

M=r. CoorE’s proposal of the 15th April was verbally carried into effect by the appointment of
Mzr. C. M. Maxwell as arbitrator.

Colonial Treasury, 24th April, 1873.

Sir,

I am directed to forward for your information copy of the award given by C. M. Maxwell,
Esq., on the question of what interest should be allowed to the Main Line Railway Company during
the construction of the Railway, in accordance with the Contract between the Government of
Tasmania and the Company. :

I am also to acquaint you that the fee charged by Mr. Maxwell amounts to Twenty-six pounds
five shillings. Of this sum the Government are willing to pay one half, although it is believed to
be usual in cases of arbitration for the losing party to pay the whole fee. To save time the Colonial
Treasurer has handed to Mr. Maxwell a cheque for the full amount. "I have therefore the honor to
request the favour of a cheque for Thirteen pounds two shillings and sixpence at your convenience.

I have, &ec.,
(Signed) W. LOVETT.

Avprey CoorE, Esq., Tasmanian Main Line Company,
Macquarie-street.

AWARD.

I am asked to interpret the Main Line Railway Company's Contract with the Government; the
question being,—What Interest should be allowed to the Company during the construction of the
Railway ? I consider the Company is entitled to Interest on expenditure by quarterly payments,
such Interest to be charged from date of Bank deposit, with these limitations, that after three months
from date of deposit Government should claim by way of set-off Interest on “idle” money
exceeding £100,000, and that no deposit under £25,000 should be recognised until expended, and
then Interest only allowed from date of expenditure. '

ILLUSTRATION.

Assuming the Company deposited in the Bank of New South Wales on 19th April, 1872; £250,000,
and disbursed as stated below, the Bank account being operated upon for no other purpose, 1 should state
the Interest account as follows :— ’ a



GovERNMENT Dr. to CoMPANY.

Interest payable Quarterly.

. . Banrk Balance.
1872. —_—
: : £ £ £
July 19. To 3 months Interest on :£80,000 expended this day . :
, " and vouched. . oi it ii i et i e e e . - 1000 170,000
October 19. Ditto on ditto from 19 July to date......ceven... 1000
To 6 months Interest on further expenditure this day
1 of £30,000...c0iiiiiiiiietiicriirenaciaasnes .| 750
1873. _ ‘ 1750 140,000
" January 19. | To 3 months Interest on 1st and 2nd quarters’ expend-
: iture, viz. £110,000. 000 iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaiaa., - 1375
To 9 months Interest on further expenditure this day
) of £30,000....... T T R 3000
April 19. To 3 months Interest on three quarters’ expenditure, |[————| 4875 60,000
viz. £190,000...c0ciiiiannit... serveenirienes . 2375
To 12 months Interest on further expenditure this day
of £60,000. . cc.icriireiiiiiiiiiiiiiriiieee., 3000 ‘
. ——| 8375
. C S 12,500
1872. , |
October 19. | By set off for Interést on “idle” money exceeding
1873 £100,000 from 19th July to this day, £70,000...... 875
January 19. | By ditto ditto from 19 October to date on £40,000......| 500
—_— 13875
11,125
R

Mewmo.—It will be seen that I have taken the expenditure as made on the last day of each
quarter, but I adwit the right of the Company to reduce the “set off” by showing earlier payments,
during those quarters.to which it relates. ' '

, C. M. MAXWELL.
Hobart Town, 24th April, 1873. .

Sig, ) . Colonial Treasury, Hobart Town, 29th April, 1873.
T mave the honor to return herewith the guarantee given by the Manager of the Commercial
Bank upon payment of interest for the quarter ending the 18th October, 1872, to the Main Line
Railway Company, the conditions of the Contract between the Company and the Government
having been complied with. :
: : I have, &ec.,

(Signed) FREDX M. INNES, Colonial Treasurer.
Avprey Coore, Esq., Agent Tasmanian ' :

Main Line Railway Company.
.+ (Copy.)

Sir,’
" I, Cearims James Barclay, -Acting Manager of the Commercial Bank, in. consideration, of your this
day paying to the Tasmanian. Main Line Railway Company, Limited, the sum of .£3125, being a.second
quarter’s interest on the sum of £250,000 paid into the Bank of New South Wales, London, to the credit of
the Company, hereby undertake and agree as such Acting Manager to repay to you or to the Colonial
Treasurer for the time being the said sum of £3125 on the 22nd day of March next, unless-in the mean-’
time the said Company shall be incorporated or otherwise made capable of suing and being sued in Tasmania,
and unless the Agent of the said Company shall on or before that day produce to you or to the Colonial
Treasurer for the time being satisfactory Vouchers and Accounts showing that £150,000 part of the said
sum of '£250,000 had on the 19th day of July last been actually expended for the purposes-of the - con-
struction of the Main Line Railway; and I further agree that if the said Agent should: fail to produce
Vouchers or Accounts for the full' amount of £150,000, then I will repay to you or to the Colonial
Treasurer for the time- being so much of the said sum of £3125 as represents interest at 5 per. cent. upon
all portions ot the £150,000 unexpended for such purposes on. the 19th day.of: July last.

Hobart Town, 24th October, 1872.

N N . yl have) &C'J' - ,
« The Hon. the Colonial Treasurer. (Signed) C. J. BARCLAY, Acting Manager.
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Tausmanian Main Line Railway Company, Limited,
Hobart Town, 29th April, 1873.
Sig,

" As a condition of your paying me, on account of the Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company,’
Limited, the quarter’s interest due the 19th of this month, on the whole £250,000 paid into the
Bank of New South Wales on the 19th April, 1872, being £3125 less the sum you claiin to deduct
for over-paid interest on the second quarter, being £702 19s. 10d., or the net sum of £2422 0s. 2d.,
I hereby undertake to produce a voucher dated previously to the 19th January for a payment by the:
Company for work executed of at least- £9935 14s.-7d., or to repay you the interest on such sum,
or any less unvouched sum, from the 19th January to the 24th March, the last date being that of a
voucher already handed you for £22,499 16s. 6d.

: ' I have, &e.,
‘ (Signed) AUDLEY COOTE: -
The Hon. the Colonial Treasurer. :

-+ Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company, Limited,
Hobart Town, Tasmania, 1st May, 1873.

Srr,
I mavE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 29th instant, with the

guarantee signed by the Manager of the Commercial Bank enclosed.

I have to thank you for releasing the guarantee ; also for the expressions contained in your
letter, since it assures me the Company and Contractors have your confidence.

I have, &ec., :
(Signed) AUDLEY COOTE,

The Hon. Colonial Treasurer.

PROTESTING AGAINST PAYMENT OF WHARFAGE.

Tasmanian Main Line Railway, Contractors’ Offices,
Hobart Town, Tth January, 1873.
Sig,
Wz have the honor hereby to place on record that all sums of money paid, or that may in
future be paid, by us for duty or wharfage on materials employed in the construction or maintenance
of the Tasmanian Main Line Railway are paid under protest; and as the Customs Department
have taken no notice of our reasonable objections from time to time on this subject, we shall in future
make no further complaints, but will hold the Railway Company liable to us for those amounts, and
shall at a future time, if necessary, take steps to recover them.
‘We hayve, &ec., ' .
(Signed) CLARK, PUNCHARD, & REEVE.
The Collector of Customs, Hobart Town. ' '

ForwarDED for the perusal and information of the Hon. Colonial Treasurer.
THOS. T. WATT.
22. 2. 73.

AS TO THE RAILWAY ROUTE.

Glendhu, Ouse, 9th March, 1873.
S1r
" T Ara meeting held at Hamilton on the 3rd instant, for the purpose .of considering the route of
the Main Line Railway. a committee was appointed to correspond with certain’ other Districts to
ascertain whether they would be willing to raise a’'sum of money to secure the examination of the

Jordan Valley Route by Mr. Climie, C.E.

Before taking any further steps in the matter, the committee is desirous of ascertaining from
you whether the proposed route by way of Jerusalem has been finally determined upon and
approved of by the Government; and in the event of a sufficient sum being raised by subscription
to remunerate Mr. Climie for a survey of the Jordan route, and that route be proved by such survey
to be quite practicable, whether such proof would have sufficient weight with the Government to
induce it to compel the Main Line Railway Company to adopt the route in accordance with the first
provision of the 3rd section of the Act 34 Vict., No. 13. -

T have, &ec., ) )
(Signed)  JOHN KING, Chairman of the Meeting.

The Hon. the Colonial Treasurer.
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. Colonial Treasury, 13th March, 1873.
IR, , . S
In the absence of the Minister of Lands and Works, I have the-honor to request that you wilt’
acquaint me at your earliest convenience with the proposed route of the Main Line Railway;, for the
g'uidanq.é of the Executive under the provisions of the Act 34 Vict., No. 13. St

I have, &ec., ) . )
(Signed) ~ FREDX- M. 'INNES,-_

The Agent Tasmanian Main Line Raitway Company,
: Hobart Town.

~ ~Colonial Treasury, 14th March, 1878.

IR,

? I answer to your communication of the 9th instant, received yesterday, in which you desire,in
behalf of a meeting held at Hamilton on the 8th instant, to know * whether the proposed route by
way of Jerusalem has been finally determined upon and approved of by the Government; and
* whether, in the event of a sufficient sum being raised by subscriptions to remunerate Mr. Climie for.
a survey of the Jordan route, the Government would compel the Main Line of Railway Company:
to adopt the same if found practicable,” T have the honor to acquaint you that, having placed my- -
self in personal communication with the Engineer of the Main Line Railway Company, and informed -
myself of the grounds on which a similar request to that which you have preferred has been ’
already, during my absence from the Colony, disposed of by the Government, I must respectfully -
decline to re-open the question.

I have, &c., - S ,
(Signedy =~ FREDX M. INNES,
Joun Kine, Fsq., J.P., Chairmdn of Meeting. '

TABLE OF EXEMPTIONS UNDER 34 Vicer. No. 1, SCH. 2.

Custom House, Hobart Town, 12th March, 1873."
Sig, . B :
I mave the honor of inviting your attention to the clause exempting Railway material from
duty. As a great many descriptions of Imports will of necessity be made under the clause referred -
to, and as it'is possible some of the articles may hereafter not be required for Railway purposes, it°
may suit the importers to sell such surplus or unsuitable material. - I suggest that the Contractors be

requested to give some guarantee that no such sales shall be made until the matter has been reported
to the Collector of Customs and the duty secured thereon.

I have, &ec.,
: -(Signed) THOS. T. WATT.
The Hon. the Colonial Treasurer. S

S Colonial Treasury, Hobart Town, Y4th March, 1873.
IR, : :

I gave the honor to inform you that my attention has been called by the Customs Depart--
ment to the clause in the Table of Exemptions, 34 Viet. No. 1, Schedule 2, under which Railway: -
Material is admitted free of duty. It has been urged that the clause is liable to abuse, inasmuch-
as many descriptions of imports will of necessity be made under the clause referred to, and very:
possibly the articles hereafter may not be required for Railway purposes, and consequently be sold -
by the importers ; . I beg therefore to ask that no such sales shall be made until the matter has been:
reported to the Customs authorities and duty secured thereon. This I believe is the course usually -
adopted in countries making similar exemptions. C :

I have, &e., o . e
(Signed) FREDE M. INNES, Colo_m'ql__ Trqas;frer.

The Agent Tasmanian Main Line . : : . S )
Railway Company. ' . e S e et s
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' Tasmanian Main Line Railsay Company, Limited,
Str, . ' . Hobart Town, 17th March, 1873.

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 14th instant, in which you
state your attention had been drawn by the Customs Department to the clause in the Table of”
Exemptions, 34 Viet. No. 1, Schedule 2, under which Railway Plant is admitted free of duty.

In reply I have the honor to inform you I have handed the letter to Mr. Reeve, the Contractor
for the Main Line Railway, who is the importer of the Plant required for the purposes of the
Railway, and requested him to reply and assure you that no sale shall be made of anything that
may not be required until it has been reported to the Customs authorities.

I have, &ec.,
The Hon. the Colonial Treasurer. (Signed)  AUDLEY COOTE.

Tasmanian Main Line Railway, Contractors Offices,
Siz, Hobart Town, 18th March, 1873.

RErERRING to your letter of the 14th instant to the Agent of the Main Line Railway Company,
respecting the clause in the Table of Exemptions, 34 Viet, No. 1, Schedule 2, under which Railway
Material 1s admitted free of duty, and saying that it has been urged that the clause is liable to abuse,
inasmuch as many descriptions of imports will of necessity be made under the clause referred to,
and very possibly the articles hereafter may not be required for Railway. purposes and consequently
sold by the importers, we beg to say that no such sales shall be made until the matter has been
reported to the Customs Authorities and duty secured thereon.

‘We have, &c., .
(Signed) CLARK, PUNCHARD, & REEVE.

The Hon. the Colonigl Treasurer.

AS TO DESCRIPTION OF THE WORKMEN BY THE “ NORTHFLEET.”

Sir, ' . Colonial Treasury, 10th A pril, 1873.

, I mavE the honor to enclose copy of an Extract from a London Journal relative to the character

of the workmen selected by the :Agents of the Main Line Railway Company for service in this
Colony.  As the representation therein contained is calculated to excite -apprehension both on the
part of the community, on social grounds, and on that of the Government from the charges to which
it is likely to be put by the introduction of a refractory class of immigrants, 1 shall be glad to receive-
any explanations which will acquit your Agents in England and allay apprehensions here. ' :

The Agent Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company. ' FREDX M. INNES..

-Daily Telegraph, London, Saturday, January 25th, 1873. Page 2, 3rd Column.

TaE CATASTROPHE OFF DUNGENESS.

WirLiam Jackson, late of the 55th Regiment, who has seen much service in the Crimea and the
gast, and who was engaged for the Railway Works in Tasmania, gives the following as his version of the
isaster :—

¢ I think the disaster was a judgment of the, Almighty, for I never met with a worse or more depraved
lot of men than the single male passengers, generally speaking, on board this ship Northflect. Numbers.
of them were simply “ Irish Cockneys” of the worst type ; rough uncultivated blackguards—the very-
scum of the east end of London. Their language from the time we left the Dock was fearful. A day or
two ago sixteen of them went boldly to the Captain and complained of the food : there was plenty of every--
th}l,ng, a_n,(_l all was of good quality, but still they persisted in their complaint, Captain Knowles in reply
said, ¢ It is very unpleasant for.me.to have to leave my wife’s side at every meal and attend to you:. if you
don’t mind 1 shall have to. shoot some of you or put you in irons betore the voyage is over.” Theringleaders
answered, ¢ We don’t care, we can shoot as, well as you.” T never was mixed up with such an uncultivated.
Iot in my life. ' ' S

The Railway hands were to receive 5s. 6d. a day ; but I am sure many of the men on board never:
could earn half of that,—for hard work to them was a novelty. I believe that they were going out purely
under false pretences. .

The ship’s crew comprised 82 men, most of them being foreigners; they were kind to the pass-
engers, and tried all in their power to assist them,—but, alas! they were powerless .amongst such- g
number of ruffians as beset them when the boats were lowered.” '
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Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company, Limited,
Sir, Hobart Town, 23rd April, 1873.

I wave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th inst. with a copy of ai
Extract from a London Journal relating to the character of the workmen selected by the Contractors
for the Main Line Railway enclosed.

In reply I have the honor to state, I have referred your letter to Mr. Reevé, and I find by
the advices he has received from England they are described as a very superior class of men ; and,
again, on referring to English papers I find them spoken of as 4 fine able-bodiéd lot of navvies,
well suited for a new country. :

With regard to the soldier who stated in his evidence they were very rough, I have no doubt
they appeared so to him, as he had always been used. to disciplined men, I feel sure this man mnst
- have been mistaken. The great trouble and expense gone to by the Contractoi's must have sééured
for them a very superior class of workmen.. '

I have, &c., :
The. Hon. the Colonial Treasuree. : (Signed) AUDLEY COOTE.

RE-STORING GUNPOWDER. IN THE MAGAZINE.
'.SIR, Tasmanian Main Line Raibbay, Conitractors’ Offices, 23rd April, 1878.
‘We intend importing about five or six tons of blasting powder foruse on the construction of
the Main Line Railway, and would find it a great convenience if we could store it in the Govern-
ment Magazine. We have the honor to ask you if, in consideration of the large quantity to be:
stored, some arrangement can be made whereby the heavy charge for storage can be’ somewhat-
reduced. : :
‘We have, &¢.,
(Signed)  CLARK, PUNCHARD, & REEVE.
The Hon. the Colonial Treasurer. ‘

GENTLEMEN, : Colonial Treasury, 25th April, 1873.
I mEGrET to say, in reply to your letter of 23rd, that the Powder Magazine, which only
became a Colonial charge six months ago, is maintained for public convenience at a' pecuniary loss
to the Government ;. and on enquiry 1-find that the Military authorities rigidly adhered to one séale
of payment for storage, a course from which it would now be inconvenient to depart. For this
reason the GGovernment .is obliged to decline to accede to your request. Thé- maximum in the
quantity: of powder named in your letter will not exceed for a-year £58.-

I have, &e., .
_ _ .(Signed) ~ FREDx- M. INNES; Colonial Tredsurer.
Meéssrs. Crark, PuncuArD, & Co., Macquarie-street. :

CALLING ATTENTION TO CONTRACT FOR CONVEYANCE OF MAILS
BETWEEN HOBART TOWN AND LAUNCESTON.

. Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company, Limited, Engineer’s O ffice,
Sir, Hobart Town, Tasmania, 30th April, 1873.
I NoTicE in the daily Press that the Government are advertising fortenders for the conveyance
of ‘the: Mails- between -Hobart: Town and Launceston: for '3 years; commencing on:the Ist' of
September next.. :

On:behalf of the Tasmanian Main Line Railway' Company, Limited, I-have the honor te
remind you that- their contract with the Government provides for. their carridge of ‘the Mails-aftor
the completion-of -the ‘Railway ; and although the contract:timie for such - completion -does not
expire until the 19th April, 1876, we have every reason to'believe that ‘thé-Line will: be:opened-and"
in complete running order at least twelve months before that date. : '

I'hiave; &e., N ,
' (Signed) CHARLES: H. -GRANT; Engineér;
The Hon, the Colonial Treasurer.
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Colonial Treasury, Hobart Town, 30th April, 1873.

TaE Colonial Treasurer presents his compliments to the Engineer to the Tasmanian Main Line:
Railway Company, and begs to thank him for his communication of this date in respect to the
conveyance of Mails between Hobart Town and Launceston. The Colonial Treasurer begs to point
out that the thirteenth paragraph of the notice calling for tenders for the service referred to provides
that the Postmaster-General shall have power to terminate the contract on giving six months
notice that he desires to do so.

The Engineer Tasmanian Main Line Railway Co.,
- Macquarie-street.

ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE HON. COLONIAL
- SECRETARY. .

Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company, Limited, Engincer’s Office,

' Hobart Town, Tasmania, 16th June, 1873.

Sigr,

I mave the honor to acknowledge your memorandum of this date, desiring the return of the
plan sent me to have the route of the Main Line Railway marked thereon. This had just been
completed when your letter was received ; ‘and I much regret-that want of precise information, and
my absence travelling over the line, delayed the matter so long.

You will be interested to hear that at this time about 28 miles of the earthworks of the Railway
have been completed, with a very considerable amount of other work; and that about 1500 men, and
220 horses and bullocks, are employed directly- on the line, irrespective of the large number that must
necessarily be occupied in procuring material and other subsidiary operations.

I have, &c.,

. (Signed) CHARLES H. GRANT, Engineer.
. The Hon. the Colonial Secretary. : ‘

Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company, Limited, Engineer’s Office,
} : Hobart Town, Tasmania, 16th June, 1873. '
Siz, ' '
-~ Herewrrn I have the honor to return you the lithographed map forwarded to me with your
letter of the 8th ultimo, for the purpose of having the Main Line Railway laid down thereon.

This I was at the time unable to do owing to the absence.of an important Jand plan; but having
lately been over the whole of the ground, I have been able to correctly -define the route of the
Railway on your map.

~ When our surveys have been finally completed I purpose to supply you with an exact plan and

section of the Railway on a large scale, as it will be useful to the Office of Lands and Works for

future reference. . o .
I have, &ec.,

(Signed)y CHARLES H. GRANT, Enginecer.
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary. ,

Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company, Limited, Engineer’s Office,
o Hobart Town, Tasmania, 16th June, 1873.

Sir, - .
I mavE the honor to acknowledge your letter of the 6th instant—received during my absence—
on. the subject of the Risdon Viaduct, respecting which you state that the Government do not consider-
that any action on their part is necessary, provided that the works are finished as designed. B

You further remark that it would have been more convenient, and less unsightly, had the piers
been built parallel to the line of road; on which I have to observe, that to secure the same stability
the opening must necessarily have been of much less span, thereby involving the placing two of-
the piers quite in the travelled road, of which they are now quite clear. : .

I have, &e.,

: . (Signed) CHARLES H. GRANT, Engincer.
Tte Hon the ;Colonial,Sec?'etary: S

. JAMES BARNARD, _ __
GOVERNMENT PRINTER, TASMANIA,





