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Hobart, 4th -December, 1882 .. 

To the President of tlte Council of E;ducation. 

Srn, 
WE the undersigned, at one time Tasmanian Scholars, beg leave to invite your attention to 

certain considerations in connection with the Scheme of Examination for the Tasmanian Scholarships• 
for 1883 recently published by the Council of Education, in respect of which it seems to us 
modifications might be made with ad,antag·e; and in asking your attention to these points, we 
venture to submit a sketch of the Scheme so modified. We are emboldened to do this by 
assurances that have been given to some of our number that the Council will receive such suggestions 
from us at least with patience. 

2. In drawing up the modified Scheme we have been guided by the consideration, as ·by a first 
principle, that the Examination for the Scholarships is not self-sufficient nor final, but is simply· 
preparato1:y and preliminary to the Examinations await~ng the Scholars immediately upon their· . 
arriving iu Great Britain. 

. 3. Accompanying the Scheme is a Memorandum in which the grounds of our sug-g"esteu· 
modifications are given in some detail. Here, however, we will only indicate summariJy the points. 
to which we desire to draw your attention, and in respect of which our Scheme differs more or less. 
from the Council's. · 

They are these :_:_ 
(I.) The general principle of specialising study, so as to avoid superficiality and secure 

. depth .. 

(2). The distinction between compulsory and optional subjects. 
(3.) 'l'he due adjustment of the standards in ·Classics and Mathematics so as to equalise as 

far as may be the work entailed under each. · 
,(4,) The due adjustment of the marks assigned for the several subjects and under th.e 

·. different standards, so as to reward all work equitably and proportionately. 
(5.) The special aim and object of the Examination of selecting the candidates best · 

equipped and prepared to go up to the Examinations that await them in Great 
Britain. · 

We venture further to request that, if it seem fitting· to you, •you will be pleased to bri:qg the 
modifications introduced by us into the Scheme in respect of the foregoing· points under the notice 
of the Council for such action as it may think right to take. 

w-e have the ·honor to be, 

A. W. GARRETT. 
,vM. KNIGHT. 
HENRY A. PERKINS. 
'G. R ARCHER. 
J. W. H. GEISS. 
JAMES W. TIBBS. 
F. LEICESTER BUTLER. 

Sir, 
Your obedient Servants, 

ARTHUR P. CANAWAY. 
W. H. BUCKLAND. 

, D. E. STEW ART. 
G. A. McMILLAN. 
HERBERT BARRETT. 
GEO. WILSON WATERHOUSE. 
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MEMORANDUM. 

IN venturing to offer for consideration a S~heme for future Examhrntions for the Tasmanian Scholar­
ships, it may _be well to state clearly and concisely the reasons which seem to justify a departure from the 
methorl of scheme already promulgated by the Council for 1883. 

The divergence of the one scheme from the other is not really great ; the desirable principle of 
specialisation appears t_o have been accep~ed ~nd definitely laid down by tp.e Council; but, in its wish to 
firmly embody this princjple in the scheme, it may be questioned 'whether it has not gone a little too far 
in the way of change, and whether soine of the good points of the old kind :of scheme may not still with 
advantage be retained_, to the end that the wished for specialisation _may be the more adequately effected. 

1. In the Council's new scheme the work has been somewhat disproportionately increased. The 
amount of reading enjoined in Classics (A) goes far beyond the total amount of Classics required under the old 
qrdez, of things. fo_ Ma,thematics (A) and (B) being taken together, the work lias been well nigh 
doubled ; and therefore the mathematical student,-,-the work in his own special subject being almost 
twice what it was before,-will be -forced to hurry as he .can through a considerable amount of uncongenial 
extra classical reading. His work was very much lighter under the former schemes, and ye·t his time wa_s 
occupied to the full. The classical student has been otherwise treated. The reading in Mathematics (A:), 

· which he would be forc_ed to do, has been _diminished, and_ the additional re:,i_ding requ_irec;l. of his 
i;g._l].tp._~maJiGal c_ompetitQr i~ Classics (A) has_ .put it 01,1t of tl~e powei; qf th~ latter to rival h_im even in 
EleII1entary Classics. 

2, .Supposing a Illa~hematical student had-ga_ined, a_ competent knowledge of' Classi:cs. (A), h~ wqu_lc;l 
thl)rf:lby have been placed in a p9sition to attemp~ µiuch in the_ papers thl].t fall u~der Class~cs (B.) Having 
read so much Classics, he would have a fair chance of dealing successfully with th~ papei;s in Latin am~ 
Greek authors not specified ; he could not have helped acquiring pari passu with his extensive classical 
l'l)IJ._qing some knowledge at le_as.t _of c1\J.ssical cr~ticism, Th~ 13~udy of A~i;:ient History is. provided, for­
t")Vice_ ~nd_er (A) Q.i;id, once again urider (B)-the wi_dest Q.n,d i1ost g~~e.r~l study forming par~ of Glass.~~ 
(A-r If this: genei;al study were faithfully pu_rsued, i_t would enabl!! _him· undoub'tedly to deal with'· th~ 
liistorical questions which are included in Classics (B.)· The only" paper, in fact, out of those set"iil 
advanced Classics which a mathematical student would not necessarily be able to·deal witll would be that 
i_n Verse composi_tion. · 

The line seems much more eveill.}' drawn between Mathematics (A) and Mathematics (B). 

· 3. As the marks stand at present, the (A)'s and the (B)'s in both Classics and Mathematics all carrying 
equal marks, the candidate who reads for the two A's alone would be on a footing with the candidate whose 
knowledge was good in (A) and (B) of any one subject. • · 

/ 

The large amount of work required for the (A)'s being taken into consideratio~, and also the greater 
difficulty of gaining marks in Adv!mced_ as compared with Elementary wor~, it is seriously to be apprehended 
that candidates :will confine their dose studies fa the· tWo' ( A's), and: content themselves· with very occasional 
f:l_~c1.rn,ioIJ.~.i.nto eitlwr ofthe liig~~r. r~gic:ms denmp.inated (IJ), . 

In_ the s,cheme offe_red ~e·rewith fQr con_sideration the effort ha,s heen made to equalise as far as possible 
the Classical and l\:fa.thematicial (A)1s~ · In the C1assical (A) it ha's 1:le~ri. endeavoured to hit off the amount 
of Clas~ic~l knowledge necessai·y to and to b'e · expected' _of th~ · Mathematical scholar ; and similarly in 
Mathemat1cs,(A), ~o fix wha,~ w9uld be ne_edfql-to the Cla_ssical s~holar. The most reasonable manner of 
(l.e~ei;1_11ip.i_ng the limits s.eems ,to. qe.,by a, ~ompari~o.n of the A,1\._; S,'clw_1_11e, ,yith t~e Reg\1lations in force for 
such examinations as Responsions and Pass Moderations ·at Oxford, the Previous E:1mmiriation at Cambridge, 
and the Matriculation Examination of the London University. It may be mentioned that it is solely 
lrnqaufe:<>f th,ese ~x.l!-_I_Ilinations in )?,rosp~qt tlwt ~ 9erta_i~ aµioup.t .qf Qlas(liqal knowledge is required of a 
<\<>1_11petitor for ai;i Entrance Scholai·ship_ in 1'{.atQ_~mit~iC:s at Oxford, . . . . . 

In the scheme for Classics (B) and Mathematics (B) thei·e is set' down such a plan of work as would 
most probably enable a Tasmanian Scholar to compete wHh suc(!ess for these same Entrance Scholarships-­
competitions to which the work of Sixth Forrii'boys: in' Ei1glish schools is roughly conformed, and in 
conducting which College authorities have this aim vividly before their eyes-to bring into relief the kind 
of knowledge in competitors a:nd the powers ,vhich, their experience guiding them, they know to promise 
distinction in the subsequent University Examination~. , 

The practice of colleg~;; i:v,-these. lll!ltters justifies the admission of an optional alternative to Verse com­
position in an English Essay, a_nd . the ~uggestipn that the CouncH shimld il!l o.ften as po~sib)e prescribe 
convenient portions of suc~·au_t~wrs -a~ .A,ris_tpphe1,1es and Plato, passages from whom are for yarious reasons 
most commonly set for transl_atiop. ii;i _th() a,f9re~11-;d examinations. 

Witli regar~ to the portio~s of a_uth_ors to b~ pre~cribed by _tl1~ q9u,11qil for q1~ssics (A) (of ~hich, as 
well as for Classics (B), a specimen hst 1s herewith), 1t _may be permitted to suggest that cons1dermg they 
are set niore especially for Mathematical Students, who presumably cannot conquer their difficulties without 
enduring toil, they should be changed accordi!!g .. tR-~Rm!'\:fi~ed _and understood rotation, so that the Mathe­
matical Student may know from the beginning of his two years' course of reading what books he will be 
required to present, care being taken that he should not have the same books or portions of books in the 
Examination for the A.A. Degree, and in that in Classics (A) for the ~asmanian Scholarship. 

.I 
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The fm·ther suggestion may be made to the CoLmcil that it should return to its old practice of recom­
mending books. It seems unquestionably expedient to recognise definite Text-books in Mathe_matics and 
History; the Student has also need of guides in such broad and much-covering mental tracts as English 
and Classical Philology and Classical Criticism ; and the same reasons which cause authors to be set in 
~atin and Greek seem to apply.in the case of the living languages French and German. In Fre,nch indeed 
ah urivarying·fi.delity to the Tragedians or eve·n the Comedians of the early Classical School is to, be_ 
deprecated; resort might occasionally be had to late Prose Authors or to Dramatists of the Romantic School, 
from whose works a truer idea would be gained of the real Frarn;e,-of the France of to-day. 

Little need be said on the suggested Table of Marks; the apparent difference between the two scheme_s 
in the marks allotted to the ( A)'s and (B)'s in Classics and Matbematics has its explanation in the different 
drawing of the lines between Elementary and Adv;anced work. The suggested Table, by fixing a high Pass 
standard in the ( A)'s, tries ·to insure a thorough grounding of the student, and by setting a high maximum in 
the (B)'s, to make it worth his whHe to aim his studies in his special subject high. 

. . 

Moreover, the suggestion may be made and the hope expressed that the Council will see its way to 
effect an important change. The admission of Science to a position beside Classics and Mathematics would 
add both symmetry and utility to th_e schem,e. 

It would "in truth be superfluous to enlarge here on the claims of Science to recognition ; everywhere, 
-even in the most cunservative Universities, it has made its footing good. . · · · · 

It appears a strange anomaly that a youth is encouraged to read Science for and until the A.A. Degree, 
but that when that stage is passed- he has to drop it entirely. . 

There seem to be two courses open in this matter-
lst. To put in a second (B) of Scientific Studies to the Mathematical (A). 
2nd. To ·cause the ·endowment of a third Scholarship solely and purely for Science. 

Much more may be hoped from the 2nd course than from the 1st. The only question 1s as to its 
feasibility. 

The establishment of a Scholarship in Science woul~ engender in the minds of youths the desire to 
study Science, and the active desire to study Science would beyond qu_es#on have in time the desirable effect 
-0f calling forth in the Colony or attracting to it teachers capable of cqnducting the educatioi+-of many youths 
in this important branqh Qf leari;iing. . · . 

Lastly, it may be suggested to the Council that it should, in the. interests of Tasmanian Scholars, cause 
to be made public information which they are now much at loss ror,, viz., on th.e. the best time for going home, 
-and also for Matriculation, on the .requi1:em.~nts of different Uni versit_ies_ ftnd_ the nature of studies pursued 
there, on Entrance Scholarships, and on the·Institutions for Technical E,ducl!-tion, e.g., Coqpe1:'s Hill School 
-0f Mines, &c., at which a Scholar may study after he has become a matriculated member of London 
University. · 

SUGGESTED SCHEME. 

CLASSICS. 

(A.) 
LATIN.-*Two convenient portions of easy Authors, one prose and one verse. 
GREEK.-•Two convenient portions of easy Authors, one prose and one verse. 

Questions will be set upon the l;Iistorical and ·Geographical· aHusions contained in the above­
named Books, and _in the Grammar of the Greek and Latin languages. Passages will be 
set for translation into Latin prose. 

(B.) 
LATIN.-*Three convenient portions of harder Authors. 
GREEK.-•Three convenient portions of harder. Authors. 
A Paper in Latin and Greek Authors not specified. 
A Paper in Critical, Historical, and Philological Questions. t 
A Paper in Latin and Greek prose. 
A Paper in Latin and Greek V ~rse; or in place thereof, at the option of the Candidate, an English 

Essay on some subject taken from the subject matter of any of the prescribed Authors. 

MATHEMATICS AND NATURAL PHILOSOPHY. 

(A.) 
ARITHMETIC.-Algebra, to the end of the chapter on Inter-est i!1_ Todhunter's Larger Algebra. Euclid, 

(Todhunter), Books I., H., III., IV., VI., XI. to Propos1t10n 21. 
Trigonometry, up to and including the solution of Triangles. 
Elementary Mechanics and Hydrostatics. 

* See specimen list. t Books to be recommended, 
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(B.) 
Higher Algebra and the Theory of Equations, Higher Plane and Spherical Trigonometry, Geometrical' 

· and Analytical Conics, Di1feJ1ential and Integral Calculus. 
. . . . _PROBLEM PAPER. . 

. Candidates may hav~ the option of being, examined in the extra qfassical or extra Mathematical 
subjects marke_d (B), but no Candidate will be allowed to present himself for both. 

MODERN HIST()RY . 
. '.l.'he History of England, ·w~t/1 that of foreign ~ati9ns so far as connected therewith; and a special 

period for more minute study. Books to be recommended, _ _ 

,' MODERN LANGUAGES. 
ENGLISH.-The history and philology of the Englisli languag-e. Books to be recommended. 
FRENCH OR GERMAN.-One or two authors to be set. Grammar and Composition. 

The following values to be aflixe<! to the several Subje~ts of the Examination:...:.... 
- · · · - . Marlts. · 

Cl . . · . . . { (A) 1000 
ass1cs ··········~····.····:·····.· (B 2000- ,. 

Mathematics ~nd Natural Philc>sophy .. { l~~ . · ~ggg 
Modern History .•........ '. ... : . . • • • _ 300 

c, ·Modern {(a) English . . . . . . . . . . 300} 700 
Languages. (b) French or German . 400 

N.B.-The Candidates will be able to· attempt subjects valued at 5000 marks. 
Qualifying Total, 2250, of which 500 shall have been gained in Classics (A), and 500 in Mathematics• 

(A), and either 1700 in Classics (A) and (B), or 1500 in Mathematics (A) and (B). 

SPECIMEN LIST of convenient portions of Latin and Greelt Authors. 
CLASSJCS (A). 

Livy:-Any one Book taken from Books I to V. o"r XXL to XXV. 
Vfrgil.-Any three Books of JEneid or Georgics. · 
Cicero.-Philippics I. and II., or Pro Murena, or Pro Roscio_Amerino. 
Horace.-}P ·t· · t b ·d t · d & 
0 •d- · or 10ns o e e ermme on, c. vz . . . 
Heiodotus._:._Any one Book. . _ ' 
Homer.-A_n.ytwo consecutive bo_ok of the Odyssey or Iliad. 
Xenoplion.-Memora.bilia, I. and II. 
Eu1·ipedes } · · 

or . Any one Play. 
Sopltocles.- · 

CLASSICS (B). 

Plazttus } 
or Any one ·Play. 

Terence.-
Cicero.-Selections '(to be prescribed) from the Epistles. 
Juvenal.-Any three Satires ( except II., VI., IX.) 
Tacitus.~Any one of the first four Books of the Annals. 

· Sopltocles } 
or Any one Play . 

..zEschylu.~.- _ _ . 
Tliucydides;-Any one Book . 
.Aristophanes.-Any one of the three Plays, Clouds, Knights, Acharnians. 
Demosthenes.-De Corona. 
Plato.-Phredo or Apology, &c. 

WILLIAM THOMAS BTRUTT, 
GQVERN::IIENT PRINTER, TASMANIA. 


