
(No. ~4.) 

18 9 3. 

PARLIAMENT OF TASMANIA. 

MR. HEDLEY BUTTON'S STATIONERY CONTRACT : 

REPORT OF SELECT COMMI'l'TEE, WITH MINUTES OF 
PROCEEDINGS, EVIDENC:S, AND CORRESPONDENCE . 

. Brought up by Mr. ~'Call, October 20, 1893, and ordered by the House of 
Assembly to be printed. 



~No. 84.) 

:SELECT COM111IITTEE appointed, on the 18th August, 1893, to enquire into 
and report upon the Papers and Crrrrespondence relating to .J.v.lr. H. Bittton's 
Contract for Stationery. · 

COMMITTEE. MEMBERS OF 
MR. TREASURER. 
MR. A. INGLIS-CLARK. 
MR. MACKENZIE. ' 
Mn. RmREY. 

'fl-IE 

1 

\ 

MR. DmIA.RESQ. 
.MR. WoOLLNOUGH. 
MR. M'CALL. (Mover.) 

DAYS OF MEETING. 
·wednesday, August 23; Wednesday, September 13; Thursday, September 14; 'fhur:;day, October 19; Friday, 

October 20. 

WITNESSES EXAMINED. 
Mr. lH. Hull, Acting Colonial Storekeeper; Mr. W. Lovett, Auditor-General; Hon. B. S. Bird, M.H.A.; 

Mr. Hedley Button, Launceston; M:-. J. W. Israel, Deputy Auditor-General. 

EXPENSES OF WITNESS. 
Mr. Hedley 3utton, £~ 3s. 6d. 

R E P O R T. 

YOUR Committee have the honor to report that they have g·iven their most earnest attention to the 
-questif>n submitted to them by yo~r HonorabL:l House. 

That they have obtained and duly consic1ered all evidence, oral and documentary, which was 
.available in the Colony. 

That much of the evidence obtained is of a conflicting nature, and that the inconsistencies in 
such evidence can only be rer.onciled by the presence and examination of the Colonial Storekeeper, 
Mr. C. H. Huxtable, now residing in South Australia, and whose return during the present Session 
is doubtful. 

Under these circumstances your Committee have the honor to present the collected Evidence, 
with Appendices, to your Honorable HonSB to be dealt with on a future occasion, should it be 
-deemed·· necessary. . . 

.J. l\f' CALL, Chairma:n. 
Committee Room, 13th October, 1893. 
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MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS. 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 23, 1893. 
The Committee met at 11 A:nr. 
Present.-Mr. Dumaresq, Mr. Mackenzie, Mr. "\V"oollnough, Mr. Treasurer, Mr. M'Call (Mover.) 
Mr. M'Call was voted to the Chair. · 
Ordered, That all Papers and Correspondence in connection with the caS'e under enquiry be printed.. Yide· 

Appendix A. 
Resolved, That the following witnesses be summoned on dates to be hereafter determined by the Committee: 

Mr. H. Hull, Acting Colonial Storekeeper; Hon. B. S. Bird; The 4-uditor-General; The Deputy Auditor-General;· 
Mr. Hedley Button. 

·The Committee adjourned till a date to be hereafter determined by the Chairman. 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 1893. 
The Committee met at 11 A.M. 

P1'esent.-Mr. Dumaresq, Mr. Mackenzie, Mr. Treasurer, Mr. Woollnough, Mi-. M'Call (Chairman). 
The Minutes of the last Meeting W'tre·read and confirmed. 
Mr. Hugh Hull, Acting. Coloniai Storekeeper, was called in and examinerl, 
Mr. Hull ,~·ithdrew. · · 
Mr. William Lovett, Auditor-General, was called in and examined. 
Mr. Lovett withd1·ew. 
At 12·50 P.:llr. the Committee adjourned untH 11 A.111. on Thursday, the 14th instant. 

'l'HURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 1893. 
'l'he Committee met at 11 A.M. 

Present.-Mr. Dumaresq, Mr. Woollnough, l\fr. 'l'reasurer, i\'h:. Ma~kenzie, Mr. M'Call (Chairman). 
The Minutes of the last Me.eting were read and confirmed. 
Mr. Hedley Button was called in and examined. 
Mr. Button withdrew. 
Mr. Woollnough placed on record his appreciation of the satisfactory manner in which Mr. Button had given, 

his evidence. 
A memorandum was read from the Acting Colonial Storekeeper asking for permission to correct his statement 

as to the value of stationery in store from £6000 to £12,913. (Statement corrected accordingly.) 
The Committee, at 12·45 r.nr., adjourned till a date to be hereafter determined by the Chairmai1. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBEll 19, 1893. 
The Commit.tee met at 11 ·35 A.llr. 

Present.-Mr. Dumaresq, Mr. Mackenzie, and Mr. M'Call·(Chairman). 
The Minutes of the last i.\ieeting were read and confirmed. 
The Committee deliberated. 
Mr~ John Israel,·Deputy-Auditor, was called in and examined. 
Mr. Israel withdrew. 
The Committee deliberated. 
The Committee adjourned until 11·30 A.H. on Friday, 20th October. 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 20, 1893. 
The Committee met at 11·30 A.M. 

Present.-i\'fr. Mackenzie, Mr. Dumaresq, Mr. W oollnough, and Mr. M'Call (Chairman). 
The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 
The draft Report was tabled and agreed to. 
Accounts paid-Claim of Mr. J. M0 ,Yilljams for transcription of Appendix A., £5·; Mr. Hedley Button,. 

expenses, £4 3s. 6d. 
_The co·mmittee adjourned sine die. 
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EVIDENCE. 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 1893. 

l\lR. HUGH H,ULL, called diid examined. 

1. By tit~ C!tai1·man.-What is your name? Hugh Hull. 

2. What are you? Acting Storekeeper. 
&. Do you know the subject that this Select Com□it,tee has been appointed to enquire into? Yes. 
4. Will you state all you know of the circumstaJ1ees leading up to the contract hetwern Mr. Hedley

Button and the late Government for the supply of stationery·?. The first time I kne'Y' anything of the 
matter was in. 1891, when Mr. Button approached the Government on the subject of supplying the Public' 
Service with stationery, and pointing out that a very considerable saving might be effected by obtaining the 
supplies nearer home than had been th~ custom. He l:ad an interview with Mr. Bird, which resulted in 
his being referred to Mr. Huxtable, the. Colonial Storekeeper, to get the necessary information in regard to 
our requirements. It just happened then that we werE preparing an estimate of the quantity of stationery 
required for the service of 1892, and a rough statement of the articles required was furnished· to Mr. 
Button for the insertion of the prices at which he conic supply the Government. This was filled up and 
presented to the Treasurer for inspection, but the docu:nent did not give sufficient inforniation, and was 
therefore returned to the office to be worked out in a more elaborate form: each article with its rate and_ 
amount wa,; to be shown, alsu a comparison between the prices of the article in England and the price asked. 
for it by Mr. Button. This resulted in Mr. Bird deci:l.ing to call for tenders for stationery from persons. 
in the colony or colonies, and the necessary schedules were prepnred and circulars sent to the various local 
stationers, and also to Melbourne houses. A numhs· of tenders were received, and the Tender Board 
met in due course on 15th July, 1891, I think, to discuss them. 'l'hey w·ere all set forth in a schedule
showing the names of the tenderers and the varions rares they chal'ged. The Board met in the morning 
and adjonrned, sending the p[_!.pers back to be looked imo and put into moi·e shipshape form, us it was the
first time these matters had been dealt with, and we wEre all new to it. At last, when the Board met, .. 
certain tenders were accepted from Melbourne and local firms, but no11e from Mr .. Butt.on: 'l'he amounts 
of his s9hedules were so enormously in excess of the l\ielbourne and local prices that he really stood no show 
whatever. Beyond this point I a1n not able to speak v,ith any degree of certainty, but I believe that Mr ... 
Button submitted an amended set of schedules which sJ.10wed a verv considerable reduction on those first 
placed in the te11der-box. I wonld like to say here tha~ that meeting uf the Tender Board I have referred to 
was the first and only appearance of the Board in this matter at all. 

5. Do you know the date of this me~ting-? The Boa·rd met on July 17th, i89l,· wirnri the tenders. 
were received an .. d opened. It then a~journed to 3 P.K. of the same afternoon when the :foilowing· tender11° 
wer(l acr,epted :-No. 1, Propsting and Robey; N os. 2 811d 3, Cowan and Sons; No. 4, San<ls and M'Dougall ; .. 
No. 5, J. Spicer and Sons; Nos. 6 and 7, Wm. Detmc,ld; and No. t:l, Walch and Sons. 

6. I see all the schedules with the exception of No. 4 are initialled" B.S.B."-in some· cases with a .. 
query. Do yoti know anything of that? I um not able to say anything of what that query is for. The
reason whv No. 4 is not initialled is that. when the invil:ation to tender was sent to the other colonies the
Treasurer ·decided that Schedules N os. 1 to 4 ( account books and general stat.ioner_v) were not to go outside 
the colony. But Messrs. Sand~ and M'Dongall were permitted by the. Colouial Storekeeper to submit a 
tender, and the Board appi'Oved of it, but it wa~ not in accordaace with the notification, and it would have 
been irregular to have given. them the contract, especially as other Melbourne firms were debarred in the 
terms of the notice. After J nly 17th the Tender Boa,·cl had nothing more to do with the matter, and all 
that took place was between the Colonial Stornkeeper ,rnd the Trensnrer. 

7. You know nothing more of the matter, of your own knowledge, until :iWr. Button's supplies came· 
forward ? No. 

8. And then. how were you off for stationery? The supply of stationery by Mi• .. Button in 1892· 
wa-s. decidedly premature; it could lrnve well ~tood over for another twelve months or longer, as 1 can show 
you; I have papers here which give convincing proof of that. There was no necessity whatever for it. · 

9. "What was the quality of the goods? The quality is excellent, am} w(ll bear favourable comparison 
with the English article,, and is in many cases superior to the Melbourne and loca\ artides. The goods 
were all well packed and the pa-pars 1rtell up to weight, many of them being in excess of the schedule
weight, and, with one or two very small exceptions, the articles were all of a very superior quality. 

10. Have yon any idea how it is that we are s1~e~:liug so much more than is necessar_y in England for· 
stationery? No, I don't know how that is. From 1874 to 1891, the period during which l have been in 
the office, we have been in the habit of obtaining a statement of the requirements of the Public Service, and 
forwarding it to the Agent-General with patterns, and he .obtains the goods by tender, and we receive· 
them. They have been obtained almost wholly from Messrs. Waterlbw and Sons since 1878. 

11. Did not Mr. Btitton ap1)roach the Government and point out the possibility of effecting a large 
saving to the colony in obtaining· stationery? My own opinion in reference to the matter was that one or 
the points in giving Mr. Button these schedules was that it was intended to provide a large amount of work 
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·in the colony, and keep a large. number of tradespeople at work at bookbinding, envelope-printing, and 
pap.er-ruling. That was considerecl a very important point, but it was not car.ried out at all as far as I 
know, so there was no :,aving in that respect. · 

12. We have to thank M~. Button for pointing out ho'iv a large saving could be affected in purchasing 
-our supplies of stationery? Certainly. 

13. Are you aware, from the Colonial Storekeeper or the 'l'reasnrer, whether the latter was influenced 
bJ• this fact in giving Mr: Button the schedule? No, I have no knowledge on that point. I was as 
,mrprised as I could possibly be when I heard that.the contract was given to him, because it has been my 
duty to arrang·e for the supplies of the Public Service, and if I had been asked the question as to whether 
these things were necessary or not, I should have replied that they certainly were·not. 

14. Would ·you consider you were doing your duty to the colony if you gave a contract in which it 
.might be necessary to pay an additional amount to' anyone who put yo11 in the way of saving large sums? 
Anyone who shows a direct route to economy is deserving of some consideration. Mr. Hedley Button wa,: 
·uncloubtedly the first to move in the matter, and the saving as shown between the Melbourne tenders and 
the English prices is very substantial. 

· 15. By ,.Z~1·. Machenzie.-The Boarrl of Tenders did not accept Mr. But.ton's tenders, as they were 
· all too high? Yes, they were all very much iri excess of the others. 1 

16. And tend~rs were invited after Mr. Button had told the Government that he woultl be able to 
-.,mpply. them at a cheaper rate than the English prices? Yes. 

17. They were all rejected? Yes. 
-18. You did not call for tenders again? No. 
19. B."IJ 11£1·. ff'oollnough.-Did the idea·of getting cheaper goods.originate with Mr. Butt.on? He 

·was the first, that I am aware of, who brought the matter under the 11otice of the Governme11t. 
20 . .Yol!r knowledge ends with the Board's dealing with the matter 1 With the fi11al acceptance of the 

·tenders by the Board. 
21. Are you aware whether 01: not there ,~as any gradual inc~·ease in the prices charged for these 

supplies in Lon9on before Mr. Button came o·n the carpet? No, Sir. 'l'he prices charged by ·waterlow 
· and Sous for the stationery was almost the same from year to year ; there was little or no difference. 

22. Their prices were· always higher than the prices shown to be obtainable by Mr. Button and 
-ultimately accepted? Yes. . 

23. The Go,•emment was not at all committed to Mr. Button, or they would not have advertised for 
;tenders? No, it was open to everyone. 

24. The situation is this :-Mr. Button brought the idea before the Ministry, and upon that, without 
·any further arrangement with Mr. Button, tenders were called for? Yes. 
· 25. After the tenders were before the Board, you have no knowledge of what happened? No, I am 
·not able to speak of what follows after that. : 

26. By .1lfr. Henry.-Can you give us any approximation of the value of the stationery in the Store 
in August of. last year?, Stock was taken in September, but I have not the figures. I should say it must 

·have been about ·£6000. 
27. In stoc¼.? Yes. 'l'hat of course would represent the value of Mr. Button's contracts and t.he 

·_MelLourne supplies also. Nothing has been added to the stock since. 
28. What is the value of the stock of stationery now? I think it is about £12,91:3. The value of the 

paper I had in'store on 30th J unt,; 1893, was £3970. 'rlie paper had beeu imported specially for railway 
purposes. It represented a stock of 5000 reams of paper. · 

29. Do you regard it as an excessive stock? It certainly is in excess of requirements. It was 
imported for railway wo1·k and has.not been used for that pmpose. 

30. Can you eiay what was the value of the stock in July, 1891, when these tenders were called for? 
. 'The value of the stationery imported in 18!:ll was £1075. 

31. That is not the question? No, I cannot give the information. 
32. I want to know what stock you had when these tenders "vere invited·? I have not the inforrna-

·tion. 

33. You invited tenders for what you considered sufficient stock for what period? 'fo • carry us to 
-3lst December, 1892. · 
. 34. You accepted those tenders? Yes. 

35. What. was the effect of practically duplicating- those orders through Mr. Button'! It simply 
.-doubled the cost and increased the already overburdened stock of papers. 

36. In other words, at that time you ordered double the quantity you required'! When the contract 
was given to Mr. Button double the quantity was ordered. 

37. What was the gross amount of the tenders approved of by the 'l'encJer Board on 17th July, 1891, 
-or rather, can you .tell us the amount of the schedule tenders 2 to 7,-that will be the better plan, 

0

because 
-certain schedules were given to local tenderer,;? 'l'he tenders are as follows :-Schedule No. 2, Cowan & 
Sons, £962 12s. 9d.; Schedule No. 3, Cowan & Sons, £504 17s. 3d.; Schedule No. 4, Sands & 
M'Dougall, £537 19.~. 0¼d.; Schedule No. 5, J. Spicer & Sons, £2936 3s. l0d,; Schedule No: 6,. Wm. 
Detmold, £1015 12.~. 2d. No. 6 was withdrawn afterwards and given to Spicer & Sons, antl Schedule 
No. 7 was also given to Uetmold & Co. at £287 15s. _lld. · 

38. What do yon make the to!al ? £5707 ls. lld. 
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39. These-amounts you have given for Sdiedules·2, 3, 5, 6, and 7 were the lowest tenders·at that time?' 

Yes, they were the lowest tenders. . , 
40. Can you tell us the amount of Mr. Button's tendErs for the same schedules? Yes; they are as,, 

follows :-Schedule No. 2, .£1555 10s. 4d. ; Schedule No. 3, .£978 19s. lld. ; Schedule.No. 5, £4314 
3s. 7d; Schedule No. 6,. £179610s. 10d.; and Schedule l'.fo. 7, £489 3s. 7d. Total £H134 8s. '3d. 

41. How much was Mr. Button's first tender in excess of the lowest tenders for these schedules?'. _ 
£3427 6s. 4d. 

42, Are you aware.that Mr. Button was allowed to a:nend his tender? Yes. 

43. Is not that a most unusual course? Yes, very. 
44. Can you tell us what his second tender amounted to? You ,vill find it on page 3 of the printed· 

letters. 'l'he amounts for the various schedules are as follows :-Schedule No. 2, .:£1301 3s. 5,d.; 
Schedule No. 3, £763 3s.; Schedule No. 5, £4190 8s. 7d.; Schedule No. 6, £1698 6s. 5d.; and. 
Schedule No. 7, .£430 14s. 

45. What do you make the total·? £8383 15s. 5d. 
46. How rimch was that in excess of the lowest tencers· for similar schedules? .£2676 13s. 6d. 
47. Was that tender accepted? No. 
48. Are you quite sure ? Yes. 
49. Are you sme Mr. Button's second tender was nc,t accepted? No, it was not. 

. 50. Have you made yo·urself acquainted with the vhole of the correspondence rn the matter? Y 
have read it through as far as possible. 

51. Can yon explain, then, why the late Treasurer 3.dm_itted· that Mr. Button had a claim on the-
Government, and entered into a subsequent arrangement wirh him? Are you not aware from the· 
correspondence that Mr. Em.ton had ordered these goods from England?_ No, Sir, I am not. 

52. Will yon refer to page 7 of the printed correspc,ndence? There is a letter there dated 31st July,-
1891. Will you look at the words," of course, as I anLcipated no·kind of hitch, I have ordered line by 
cable as promised, and placed o.ther orders by mail to s_ave time, and trust you will be able to arrange· 
matters ·satisfactorily." What do you understand from t1iat? I do not understand it. 

53. This correspondence is in your department, is i: not? Yes. 

54. Those tenders which were accepted were afterwards cancelled? Yes. 
55. Have you any idea why? No. 
56. Was it not with a view of ·giving the contract :o Mr. Button ?-does it not appear so from the .. 

correspondence? Yes, Sir, it does. 
57. '\'as there not. a third ai·i·angement entered into?,. There appea1;s to be another distinct set of' 

schedules presented by Mr. Button, making three altogether, not shown on page 4 of the correspondence. 

58. Can yon tell us the nature of that arrangemen:? No, I am not able to. 

59. Cannot you tell us the terms on which this :hird arrangement was made? No; I had nothing· 
whatever to do with the matter. · 

60. All the schedules are in your hands ? Yes. 

61. Have you not read the terms on which t/ie gcod,:; were to be supplied? No. 
62. Is it 1:10t yonr duty to see that the goods are received in accordance with contract? Yes. 
63. How, then, can yon say you know nothing about the third arrangement? In the contract entered·, 

into _with Mr. Button at present the schedules bore no figures whatever. 
64. Do you know the terms on which Mr. Button ·supplied the goods? Yes. 
65. What are those terms? That he was to ha-ve an advance of 10 per cent., provided that the cost_· 

of the goods, including duties, wharfage, and a11 cliarges, did not exceed the average of the Melbourne· 
tenders. 

66. What was the effect of that arrangement '!-,lid the. Colony lose or gain by it? We lost money in. 
interest ; £150 of interest was lost on the transaction. 

67. Will you turn to page 17 · of the printed rnrrespondence : You will see there a. Return marked,, 
"checked by Hugh Hull, C.C.'' Is that a correct Return? Yes, it is correct. 

68. Do those figures show the result of the :urangement by which the contract was 'given to Mr;. 
Button instead of to the Melbourne tenderers? Yea. ' 

69. Can you give the resulting loss to the comF.ry in figures according to your statement in the corre- -
spondence? There is a difference of £974 between the accepted Melbourne tenders and Mr. Button's. 

70. In other words, ha·d we doubled the orc.ers from these Melbourne firms instead of giving the· 
contract to Mr. Button, how much would the Colony have saved? Roundly,, £1000, 

71. That is tantamount to saying that there was £1000 thrown away in the purchases so obtained?· 
Certainly. · 

72. What was the difference between the purchases from the Melboume contractors and the purchases 
through the Agent-General ? There was a difference in favour of the Melbourne contractors of £2300. 

73. In other words, the same goods cost £2300 more when purchased through the Agent-General?: 
Yes: 

-74. And you say that the goods you received from Mr. Button and the Melbourne firms were equal"'. 
· if not superior, at least in the cas_e of Mr. Button, 20 those supplied'by the Agent-Genei·al? Yes. 
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75; Can this great difference in price be accounted for by a difference in quality? No, Sir, not at all. 
76. You say that the goods supplied by Mr. Button were in many cases superior to those supplied by 

·the Agent-General? Yes. 
77. In giving the amount ofloss at £1000 roughly speaking, have you.taken into account the interest 

that has been running on against the excess stock? Yes; £894 is the difference between· Mr: Button's 
contract and the Melbourne prices, and £205 9s, is the interest now lost on the excess stock. 

78. You say there was a desire on the part of the Treasurer to give work to local firms? Yes. 
79. You have had occasion to see the way in which Mr. Button has been dealt with since I lmve been 

Treasurer ? Yes. 
80. Has it struck you that there was any laxity shown on my part in dealing with Mr. Button? No, 

.none whatever. 

81. (11£1·. Renry to the Gltairman.)-It has been broaclly stated that I have pm·posely shielded Mr ... 
Button in this matter as a consideration for the support of this Go_vernment by a newspaper he is concerned 
in, and it is to obtain a refntation of that statement that -I asked the question. 

82. (Examination 1:esumed.) By the Chah-111.an.-Will yon look at page 1 of the printed correspon
dence. There is an endorsement on the Under Treasurer's Memorandum, signed by the Colonial Store-

,.keeper, where it is pointed ont that.Mr. C. E. Davies made an offer somewhat similar to the one referred 
to a,: being made by Mr. Button, and was referred to the Agent-General.'. Have ·yon any idea of what l\'.lr; 
·C. E. Davies's offer was, and what is meant by referring him to the Agent-General? No, I am not 
,able to say. 

83. Can you tell us. whether, after the Colonial Storekeeper was instructed to call for tenders in the 
Colony, tenders were i1wited from the other col~nies? As far as I can remembe1·, the instructions from the 
'Treasurer were to call for tenders from intercolonial and local firms. 

84. _By 111-i·. Henry.-Will.you look at page 7, because there is some doubt as to whether this con
tract of Mr. Button's was accepted or not. Look at the Memorandum signed "B. S. B., 5. 8. 91," and 
read the last clause: " Explain that I should not have accepted his tender in the first instance if I had 
known that his father was not the tenderer, as it now appears he was not." Is it not clear from that that a 
tender was accepted? Yes, Sir. 

85. Does he not base his claim for acting on this new arrangement · on the very fact that the tender 
was accepted, though, unfortunately, the correspondence does not disclose it except in this indirect way? 
It appears that a tender has been accepted. . . 

86. As far as yon know there ~ere only two tenders;-the first and the amended tenders ? Yes. 
87. 'rhose are the only ones you know of? Yes. 
88. And yoti say the effect of accepting that second tender was to lose £2676 to the Colony ? Yes. 
89. Will yoti refer to Mr. Hedley Button's memorandum on page 7, elated 1st August, 1891. It is as 

-follows:-

SuGGESTlONS for the consideration of the Hon. the Treasurer :-
Launceston, 1st August, 1891. 

1. Oruer for parchment to be cancelled, except special lines cabled for. 
2: Delivery of the whole order to be delayed until July or later next year, 1892. 
3. All articles, if purchased at lower rntes than quotations have been based on, Mr. Hedley Button will be content 

with a profit of ten per cent. on invoice cash piices. Conditions of old contract to he withdrawn on com-
pletion of above arrangement ; charges and duty in addition. · 

HEDLEY BUTTON. 
'noes not that appear to indicate that there had been a contract? Yes. 

90. Of which you know nothing? Yes, I know. nothing of it .. 
91. The subsequent arrangement about this 10 per cent. was apparently an amendment of that 

. contract? Or a new proposal altogether. 
92. But it was a proposal resulting from the abandonment of that contrnct? Yes. 
93. Is it not clear to you that Mr. Button effected this final bargain with the. Gov.ernment m 

• consequence of abandoning that. contract? Yes. 
94. It appear;; right through tliat he made it a condition, if he abandoned the contract of which vou 

kncnv nothing, that he got this concession of 11) per cent. as profit in excess of the prices at which "the 
Colony could then buy the same goods? Yes. . 

95. B.11 tlte Clwirman.-Yon have stated that it was a very unusual thing •for anyone to amend their· 
· tenders. Is it an unusual thing for tenclerers to make an offer to the Government· after the tenders are 
-finally disposed of by the Tender Board? 

96. The:te is nothing to show that there was anything dishonorable in connection with this alteration 
-.i!l Mr. Bntton's tenders? No, not at all. 

97. It is simply an offer, not exactly an amendment of the tender? . Yes. 
98. On page 1 there is the following Memo. from the late Treasurer to the Colonial Storekeeper :-

Colonial .StorPl1eeper. · · 
It seems to me that we might with advantage get this done in the Colony. ·wm you prepare at once 11n 

·,advertisement with all necessary particulurs, which can be forwarded to such persons as are likely to tender in the 
Colony? · 

99. Do you know whether he went outside the Colony? Yes. 

B. S. BIRD. 
12. 6. 91. 
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100. By .1.lfr. Woollnough.-Mr. Button's first tender was m excess of the total of the Melbourne 
tenders to the extent of £3427 6s .. 4d.? Yes. 

101. And his amended tender was in excess £267e- 13s. 6d? Yes. 
102. The excess in the first tender amounts to 50 per cent. or thereabouts ? Yes. 
103. And the excess in the amended tender amounts to 20 per cent.? Yes. 
104. Do you know whether the amended tender Wa3 accepted or not by Mr. Bird? Yes, four schedules 

were. 
105. That tender was not acted upon bJMr. Bird, on account of Mr. Button's father refusing to go: 

in for it? Yes. 
106. Then the amended tender was abandoned? Yes. 

107. Mr. Button then says, "Give me a free hand to buy in London, and 10 per cent. commiss10n ?" 
Yes. 

108. But Mr. Bird says, "No, it is too much, but I will consent to allow you to buy, and give you 
7½ per cent. commission?" I am not able to speak abo-:it that. 

109. Ultimately, you are aware, Mr. Bird accepted. Mr. Button's proposal to buy with a free hand in. 
London, taking 10 per cent. commission? · Yes. . · 

110. By 11:lr. Hen1·y.-There is an important guestron which arises here. · Do you say you regard it as a 
correct course, when tender@ are accepted and dealt with, for either the Ministers or the Tender Board to 
receive offers from, parties outside afterwards ?-do yc-u kn.ow whether it is ever done, unless in very 
exceptional cases? I kn_ow of an instance that occurred within the last two or three years, in this way: 
a tender had been accepted for sugar, and a rejected teruierer made an offer to the Government to supply 
sugar. l'he question was referred to the Colonial Storel::eeper, and he accepted it. 

lll. Above the price of the accepted tender? Oh no, not above the price. 
112. Suppose a certain number of tenders are received, and the Tender Board aGcept such tenders as . 

they think best, say the lowest: after they have decidec., would you say it was a fair and correct course 
for the Government _to go ouiside and accept offers from othP-r parties or competing tenderers? I do r,ot. 
approve of it myself, but it has heen <lone. . 

113. Tell me the circumstances .under which it has -Jeen done? About three years·ago we accepted a 
tender for sugar, and M'Gregor Brothers, who were uns.rncessful tenderers, made an offer to the Govern
ment of five or six tons of a cheaper line, and the offer vas submitted to the Colonial Storekeeper. 

114. It would be competent for the Treasurer, notwithstanding the advice of the Tender Board, to 
buy privately in the Colony if he could do better that w:a.y? Oh, yes. • 

115. Would you consider it a right thing to throw over. the lowest tenderers and select one of the 
highest tenderers, and give him _the preference? Certainly not. 

ll6. By M1·. Woollnough.-Has that ever been do:ie 1n your experience? No. 
117. By Mr. Henry.-You are aware that it was at'first decided to accept these Melbourne tenders? 

Yes, in so far as the decision of the Board of Tenders w:s concerned. 
118. And you are· aware also that those tenders were afterwards cancelled? Yes, in 1·eference to 

two schedules only,-N o. 4, Sands and M'Dougall; No. 6, Detmol<l and Sons. 

MR. WILLIAM LOVETT, called and examined. 

119. By the Ohairman.-What is your name? William Lovett. 
120. What are you? Auditor-General of Tasmani3,. 
121.. You have recently had the accounts in connect~on with the stationery contract of Mr. Hedley 

Button before you? Yes. · 
122 .. Will you inform the Committee whether those accounts were found satisfactory? They were not 

altogether satisfactory. 
123~ Does he claim too. much? Thei:e was an excessive ·claim made by Mr. Button, which was 

reduced upon examination in my office. 
124. Upon what did Mr. Button base his claim? I understood that he based his elaim on a contract 

accepted by the late Treasurer, Mr. Bird. 
125. Is the document shown on pages 9 and 10 of t:ie printed correspondence the contract you refer 

to? It is a copy of the contract that reached my office. 
126 .. Under that co1itract Mr. Button is entitled to the cash value in ·London of the goods supplied 

with 10 per cent. addition? Yes, provided that it did no: exceed the average of the Melbourne tenders. 
127. He was entitled to a sum of money that should not exceed the average of Melbrmrne tenders 

with 10 per cent. added? Quite so. 
128. If he could buy in the Colony cheaper, was •he entitled to do so? I presume so. 
129. Even if he purchased considerably under the Melbourne prices? I would like to read the 

contract ; I don't think so. I think, under the terms of t.:ie contract, he was only entitled to charge English 
pr-ices, provided they did not exceed the average of the Melbourne prices. . · 
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, . 130. ,He would not be entitled to charge the Colony extra? No; he. was simply buying on corn-. 
mission and selling to the Colony, as he was bound under his .contract to do, at a certain price. U nde1· the 
terms of the contract I do not see that he was an agent in any way ; he, was a contractor only. 

131. Are you aware that, und~r this ~ontr~ct, it has been conte_nded that Mr. Button is entitled to get 
for these goods an amount equal to the average of.Melbourne .tenders, with 10 per cent. added? I am not 
aware of it. I think he made a claim in that way, but I don't know that he has positively contended that 
he was so entitled. I think he has given way on the matter. being shown to him clearly according to the 
idea the .Audit Office held. in the matter-that he was only entitled to the English prices if they did not 
exceed the a:ver~ge of Melbourne prices, and .on the other _hand if they were. above the average Melbourne 
prices he was bound to accept payment at the lower prices. 

132. Has he accepted the decision of the .Audit Office.? Yes .. 
133. ls th_ere any difference nQw between.Mr. Button and the .Audit Office as to the settlement of the 

account? I dbti't know that there is any difference whatever. _ · 
134 . .Are you;objecting to the.payment of Mr. Button's claim.in-any way? There is nothing to pay. 

There is rather·something for Mr. Button to return to,the.Government.upon the accounts furnished. 
135. Do I understa~d you to say there is no dispute. now between the .Audit Department and Mr. 

Button? Not at present; there was at one time. 
136. Is the dispute, then, settled? So I understand. Mr. Button has agreed to ev.erything we con-

tended. · 
137. By M1·. Duma1·esq.-What is meant by "fixed prices" referred to on page 10 ? I understand 

that to refer to. articles for which there was no Melbourne price to guide the Government, and these had to 
be obtained at a fixed price. 

138. If he bought at a lower price than that fixed price, might he not claim his 10 per cent. on the 
fixed price? No, I don't think so.-. 

139. Supposing Mr. Button buys tµese.goods-in London at a lower·price than the fixed price? We 
have nothing to do with that. That seems to be Mr. Button's own business. 

140. Might he not ask his 10 per cent. on the fixed price? No, I don't think so .. 
141. Is the 10 per cent. payable on the fixed price as well as on the average of Melbourne tenders? 

The fixed-price is '!imply because there was no basis to guide the Government with regard to Melbourne, 
and therefore Mr. Button was bound to deliver at a fi_xed price. 

142. Without any_ percentage? I think so.· 
143. By Mr·. ·Woollnough.-Has he ever contended for the 10 per cent. in addition to the:fixed price? 

Not that I am aware of; · 
' . 144. The fixed pi•ice includes the 10 per_ ce_nt. ,? Yes ; Mr. Button made no contention for it. 

145. Do you know by w.hom this ar.rangement was made, that Mr. Button should be allowed to 
purchase at the Melbourne prices plus 10 per cent.? I only know from hearsay. 

146. · By Mr:·Hem·y.-Do you know the amount M1:. Button claimed from the .Government under 
this arrangement of his ? Not without referring to papers. 

147, On page '28 of the printed correspondence is a copy, of the account I called for. Will you look 
at it? It is a true statement ·of the account by Mr: Button, 

148. What is the balance he claims? £595 9s. lOd. is the balance shown as due to him on the date of' 
that account. ···- -- · · - -- · ··· · 

149. ·.And the Government refused to pay that? Yes. 

150. And called on him_J~r-~_.detailed statem~nt of his account?. Quit_e so. 
151. .A.re yon aware that he has since visiteq. Hobart with a view of_ clearing_ up. the business, and. 

that he admits now that that amount is not aue to liim? · Certainly,-that is so. · · 
152. What amount does he admit is really the difference between himself and the Govemment, as a. 

matter of account?.. I think-1he:,ad.mits ,that there, is· nothing .due to him, in fact, that he owes the Govern-· 
ment £4 13s. 8d. 

. 153. You hav~ hacl,,a:mple opportunity of j1~dging of the .w·ay in which I,· as Treasurer of the ·colony, 
have dealt with Mr. Button in this matter? Yes, you have consulted me all through .. 

. 154. Have-you any1 reason toil.believe that I have shown any laxity in. dealing with him in this 
business ? Certainly not, far from it. 

. 155. There is nothing, in my conduct ·of this portion of the country's business to show that I favoured 
him in any way? Certainly there is not. I think you have acted in a most impartial manner all through. 
. .. 156. Will you turn ,to· page· 17~you will see there a comparative statement showing the cost of· 
stationery as supplied by Mr. Hedley Button, by the-Melbourne tenderers, and by the .Agent-General for 
precisely the same class of goods at net cash prices·to be delivered in Hobart? Yes, I see the statement .. 

+57. Have you examined that statement as furnished by tlie Colonial Storekeeper? Yes.· 
158. .And are. those figures. correct ? Yes. 
159. What do these figures show as a. result of the purchasing in England as compared with the pur

chasing in Melbou.rne ?• They show. that if the· Melbourne tenders had all been accepted that the total 
cost would Iiave been £,2500 odd less than the total cost. of the.English prices. 

. 160. Compared with the prices actually paid to Mr. Button, what would the difference be? It ·would 
be nearly £1700 in favour of Mr. Button's contract. • . · ·. · . · · . · 
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161. What is the difference between the Melbourne tenaers and Mr. Button's .prices? _Something like 
£884 in round numbers, · 

162. That is to say, judging from these .figures, it afpears that the Colony·paid for this particular 
stationery £884 more. to Mr. Button than would have beer:. paid to the Melbourne tenderers, and would 
have pllid £2500 more than the Melbourne tenderers if the goods had been obtained through the Agent-
General ? Yes, that appears so. · 

163. Assuming that the stationery is in excess of ou::- requirements, there would be interest on the 
stock for the time we held it in excess? Yes, certainly ther:J would be. 

164. In other words, the interest is not included in the £884? N·o,-it is not. 
165. By the Cltairman.-Have you any idea of what causes this great differen·ce in the cost of goods 

purchased in London through the Agent-General- and those purchased from Melbourne houses? I cannot 
explain precisely. My-idea is that these goods are purcl:ased from what are called middlemen, or the 
business houses in London, and not direct from the manufacturers. I think that that is· most likely the 
reason·. 

166. Have these Returns been made up from actual p.irchases or from price-lists·? From the prices 
which have been furnished, not-from actui,i,l purchases. 

167. All for the same year in which the Return was made up? Not with regard to the Ageut-General; 
that refers to the previous year .. 

168. Does the cost of these goode fluctuate very muclt from year to year? , Not _very much, as far as 
I remember. 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 1893. 

MR. HEDLEY BUTTON, called and examined. 

169. By the Chairman_.-What is your name? Hedley Button. 
170. You entered into a contract with the Government of Tasmania to supply stationery ? Yes. 
171. Can you inform the Committee what led up io that contract? There wae real_ly a previous 

contract. 
172. I mean -the circumstances leading -up to the first contract? For some time I had been in corre

spondence and personal communication with Mr. Huxtable with a view to supplying printing, and finding 
that there was so much in our line in the way of printing □aterial imported, I tried to induce Mr. Huxtable 
to a_rrange for the ·supplies being obtained locally. He seemed to think there was no use in trying to 
improve upon the means then in vogue in obtaining supplies, and I got very little encoUl'agement indeed. 
I then waited on Mr. Bird, and pointed out that there Wa.3 a chance of the work being done satisfactorily 
here, and that a great many supplies could be delivered :rom local houses quite equal to London goods. 
Mr. Bird seemed to be doubtful about the matter, as the Govemment were then getting their goods through 
the Agent-General, and I think he did not see much room for saving. However, a::ter a considerable 
time he said he would see what could be done, and told Mr. Huxtable to giye me whatever information 
about qualities and quantities he could, and then I supplie:d some quotations for certain quantities of stuff, 
just as a guide to what I could do. After that, before he went any further, Mr. Bird said, " If you can do 
things at this price I think the fair way would be to call for tenders," and I said I tl]l)ught so. Tenders 
were called, with the result that, I think, four or five from Victoria were sent in, and perhaps as many from 
Tasmanian firms. I waited in Hobart after the schedule:; were in, and when I found that the Victorian 
people were in all cases the lowest tenderers, Mr. Huxtable said there would be no use in my going any 
further in the matter. I waited on Mr. Bird then, and pc,inted out that I thought the object was -to see if 
the work could be done in the Colony, because the supr:1ies might be as -well obtained in London as in 
Victoria, as no one in Tasmania got the benefit of the w-ork. My impression was that Mr. Bird did not 
instruct that the Victorian houses should be advised. in the matter. However, T saw Mr. Bird, Mr. Fysh, 
and, I think, the Attorney-General, in the Treasurer's Office, I think it was the same afternoon, and I 
pointed out at that meeting that I had gone to a lot of troubl'e to get ·these things revised, and the Govern
ment had been able to see that a large saving could be e:focted, as the-amount they had estimated for the 
goods from London came up to £9000, while if they acce:ited the lowest ,prices from Melbourne they would 
have been able to get the same goods, including freight, for £5700. Mr. Bird and :'.\-Ir. Fysh were both 
of opinion that they ·had got a lot of information from me, and would like to recognise in some way the 
benefit the Government had received. To do that they a.:iked if I would be prepared to supply goods here 
at anything less than the Agent-General charged, and do all possible work in the. Colony, such as printing, 
embossing, and account-book making, and, after a littlE consideration, said I could undertake that, and 
would take the risk. 

173. At what price were the goods to be supplied? There was nothing definite ben. It was to be 
less than the Agent-General supplied at. 

174. Do you mean that the contract was agreed to without any price being fixed? My price was not 
to come to as much as the Agent-General's, and was to i:J.clude duties. 

175. But there is an amended tender pf yours shc,wn on page 3? I thiok that .came on a little 
subsequently, and was to confirm the conditions of the mw arrangement. It was to be less than the first 
arrangement, but was also to come to less than the Agent-General was charging, and the price was to 
include duties. 

176. There were three offers, then? Yes. Immedutely I got Mr. Bird's sanction on the terms I have 
mentioned, and schedules and samples, and knowing ce1tain goods were :wanted by September if possible, 
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I sent home to our agent i.n London a list of all the goods we wanted, with instructions that in case of 
necessity I would cable 11im a word which would signify " proceed with the order for those lines, and 
ship by steamer." I told Mr. Bird that I would put this. order in hand. About two days afterwards, 
on going- through the thing with my father before handing it over to him, he said the thing was bigger 
than he had anticipated, and he did not feel at home with the stationery, and he was afraid what people 
would say about it outside would be detrimental to the interests of.the Examinei·, and he would not have 
anything to do with the matter. He 1mid he would write fo Mr. Bird on the subject that night, and. I 
asked him if, in the event of his relinquishing the thing, he objected to my taking it up. He said, " Well, 
if you do, you will have to leave my employ." As a matter of fact, the thing stood in my name and I 
asked that it might not be altered, and signed the schedules with my own name. I wrote to Mr. Bird 
saying that as I would have to personally overseer the purchase of the goods, I did_ not think the thing 
would suffer in any way by being allowed to stand as it was, and not h~aring from him again for about a 
week, put the order actually under way. After Mr. Bird had had my father's letter for three or four days 
or a week, I got a letter from Mr. Huxtable saying that my tender had not. been accepted, but that others 
from Victoria liad. Then I wired, saying his reply had come too late, as I had already put some .of the 
order in hand, and asking what could be done in the matter. Mr. Bird then sent Mr. Huxtable up to 
Launceston to see me, and lie asked me if I woul'd delay the delivery of the stuff, I think for 6 months. 
I said that certainly that could be arranged, only the stuff coming forward would have to be taken. He 
said that would do, but he did not know whether Mr. Bird would be satisfied. At any'rate, he made a 
suggestion in which he asked me to accept the average Melbourne prices as· a basis upon which to arrive 
at the cost. . · 

177. He proposed that yon should substitute average Melbourne prices for the tender then accepted? 
Yes. I said 1 did not want to take advantage of the position Mr. Bird had put me in, and Mr. Huxtable 
replied that he thought I might count· on getting at any rate an advance of 10 to 15 per cent. on top of 
these prices. I said I would be satisfied with 10 per cent. on the averages, and Mr. Huxtable returned to 
Hobart saying there would be no difficulty in the matter, and that he would recommend that these prices 
be accepted, He talked the matter over with Mr. Bird, and wrote saying .that Mr. Bird considered 7½ per 
cent. sufficient. I replied that Mr. Huxtable had suggested 10 to 15 per cent., and that I tho1ight if I 
took 10 per cent. they had nothing 'to grumble at, as I was reducing the amount and still had all the risk. 
The Government eventually agreed to the 10 per cent., and all the documents were drawn up, only the 
prices were never filled in. It was agreed that I should be supplied with all .details of the Melbourne 
prices, but only three out of four where there were ·four, and two out of three where there were three, were 
supplied to me.. Just on my departure Mr. Huxtable told me I could not have the lowest, and that I was 
not really entitled to it. I pointed out that it was impossible for me to buy on the averap:e unless I was 
supplied with the average. Mr. Huxtable agreed to send it on to ,the Agent-General's office, but on 
reaching home this list of quotations never turned up. I called at the Agent-General's for them for fonr 
weeks, but they 11ever arrived. In place of them there came a few figures which could be easily put in 
writing on half a sheet of foolscap, giving totals of the whole thing only-the totals of the averages and 
the amount of duty payable on certain lines. The Agent-General gave me a copy of that sheet, and I 
wrote to him afterwards asking if it was all he had, and he said he had no more, and that I would have to 
act upon the information I had got,-he could ~ot help me in any way with it. I then went on to purchase, 
as I had already put in a month waiting, a_nd the whole of the goods, except two lines, were purchased and 
delivered.- The terms that we made I have charged. 

178. Yon·supplied the goods under the coutract shown.on pages 9 and 10 of the printed correspondence? 
Yes. · 

179. And you charged in accordance with that coutract? Yes, I have. I would like to remark that 
in the absence of the lowest tenders throughout I had to be guided by the average of three instead of four. 
In every case I have kept within tl1at amount. · 

180. If you had all the tenders, would the average have been lower? Yes, rather lower. 
181. You endeavoured to get theru ? Yes, I did. 
18~. None of your purchases have exceeded the average Melbourne prices with 10 per cent. added? 

No, I think not. 
183. You have not .claimed to have the right to charge ur to Melbourne prices with 10 per cent. 

added, no matter what the London price was? Oh dear no!. 
184. Then, is your claim against the Government satisfactorily settled? There has been no dispute as 

to the goods. There have been one or two Jines not sent ; but that has been more with the object 
of learning the wish of the Government before executing-. I thought there was a large amount to be 
saved on one line especially, and there wau no hurry .~Since then I have never re·ceived any instrnetious 
to get these g·oods. 

185. Is there not about £500 still in dispute? Yes. 
186. Is the Audit Department satisfied-with ~that claim of £500? I don't think they are; but it is 

only a question of the interpretation of the terms of the contract. The way the terms are written seems to 
1eave a second interpretation possible, and opens the door for dispute. 

. 187. Will you infor~ the Committee of the nature of the dispute? It is due to the reading- of the 
three or four lines at the foot of each schedule. 

188. Do you mean the endorsement on the schedules-" The whole at an advance of ten (10) per 
cent. on the invoice cash prices in London, conditionally that the total cost of invoices and all charges 
and duties ( except the ten (10) per cent.) shall not exceed,j:,,the average Melbourne tenders," as shown on· 
page 10 of the printed correspondence? . Yes. 

189. I thought you admitted that it was perfectly clear? The Auditoi·-General made several attempts 
to 'i"nterpret it, but it was not until Mr. Israel came that he could pnt the words together. 



(No. 84.) ... 
Xlll 

190. Your interpretation is that the 10 per cent. is o:n the cash invoice price in London? Yes. 

191. And that then the cost, with 10 per cent. addEd, and charges and duti~s, should not exceed the, 
price of the average Melbourne tenders? The basis is tl:e average of the Melbourne tenders, ancl I' get an. 
·addition of 10 per cent. on the London prices. , . · 

192. According to Schedules 2A, 3, 4, 5A, 6A, and 7, which each bear this endorsement, you agree to· 
accept 10 per cent. on the invoice cash prices in London, conditionally that the total cm,t of tlie·goods, with 
all charges and duties except the 10 per cent., should nat exceed the average Melbourne tenders: that is, 
to say, you have the right to deliver to the Government at a price not exceeding the average Melbourne 
price, with 10 per cent. added. Is that your reading? Yes, that is right. 

193. By lib·. I-Ienry.-Are you quite sure.? Yes, from the way the Chairman put it. Taki.ng each 
line individually, my price is the average of three or fou::, as the case· may be, of, the Melbourne tenders. 
The commission is 10 per cent. on what that stuff cost ir: London. The average is the amount I am bound 
not to exceed. My idea is that I have the right to charge one price and that is the average, but, with all'. 
charges, I must not exceed that. 

194. B:IJ the Chairman.-You claim the right to ch3.rge higher prices for the goods than they actually 
cost in London? Yes, I claim that I am entitled to the difference. ' 

195. Do you claim that you are entitled to charg~ more for the goocls than you actually paid for them 
at home? Yes, I have been of that opinion right through. As I pointed out to Mr. Henry, I could have· 
otherwise remained in Launceston and have had the goocs shipped to me from our agent at full commission, 
sa.ving the expense of my journey to London and back:. Instead of that I. seek to make my agent's. 
commission and expenses by going myself and being abJ.e to buy better. I don't se3 that there is any 
other construction than that the person who is able to wc:rk and see Romething should .get the benefit of it .. 
If the contract is not open to the interpretation J put on it, the harder I worked the leEs I would get, and 
I would be worse off than if I had not touched the thing at all. 
. 196. By M1·. Woollnough.-Who first started the idea of calling for tenders for these supplies ? I 
think it was Mr. Bird. · 

197. I understood that you in the first instance approached Mr. Huxtable on the subject? That was, 
Jong before anything practical was done. He shelved !llil for months before anything practical came of it .. 

198. Yon first suggested the idea of getting stationEry other than through the Agent-General? Yes .. 
199. ·To whom first? To Mr. Huxtable, and after that casually in conversat:on with Mr. Bird .. 

After I gave in the prices, Mr. Bird certainly said, "I :;ee something can be done, and I will call for 
tenders." 

200. Can you tell me what work has been done in Tasmania in connection with the stationery that 
you got from London? · There has been nothing whateVEr done. The bulk of the skff was delivered to, 
the Agent-General in London. 

201. By 111.r. Jl:lacltenzie.-One of the advantages you claimed for this plan of obtaining stationery-
employing local labour-has not, then, been obtained? The prices were all different when I made that 
suggestion. One of the inducements I held out was th~t the work should be done in the Colony, but 
after that the prices were reduced, first from my original prices to the Agent-General's, and t.hen from the· 
Agent-General's to the Melbourne prices. The Melboume tenderers did not do any work here. When 
the conditions were altered and deli very made in Loud.on; it was impossible to handle the goods again, 
when they got here. There was no question raised on that point. 

202. Bi, Jrlr. Henry.-Do we understand cJearly t.bat when ·the Goyernment gave you this contract, 
we will call it, for the supply of stationery, that there wt.s not an understanding that portion of the work 
should be done in the Colony? No, there was nothing ::>f the sort. 

203. That idea was abandoned? There was no me,ntion of it made. 
204. You regarded this 10 per cent. as a reward for the information you supplied? Yes, I did. 
205. You· say there was a contract entered into fo:: the supply ?f stationery. You sent an amendeu· 

offer in, and practically it was accepted? That is the first. 
206. W3:s this contract put in writing-was ther':l any documentary evidence of it? I got a note 

from Mr. Bird to Mr. Huxtable, stating iliat he had accepted my tenders-the amended tenders from. 
2 to 7-and these were to be paid for by 75 per cent. in London, on the terms suggested by Mr. Huxtable. 

207. Have ·you that documeut? Yes, but not here. 
208. That you regarded as your authority? Yes, to go and get the stuff. 
209. How was it, then, that Mr. Huxtable subsequEI1tly told you that another tender had been accepted? 

Owing to my father's letter having been received. Prior to advising me what th3y had done, though, 
of course I had no right to be ad visecl in the matter,· they accepted the Melbourne pric3s. 

210. Can you tell ns the date when this 10 per Jent. agreement was finally completed? Not from 
memory; I think'it was in August. 

211. You say that Mr. Bird sent Mr. Huxtable to Launceston to complete this 10 per cent. ~greement ?· 
No, to make suggestions. He said Mr. Bird had sent Lim up to see if he could not arrange the matter on 
a fresh basis. 

212. Did you regard the Government as under colltract to you personally? The whole thing was in 
my name up to that point. · 

213. You say the Government abandoned the coi:.tract which had been· entered into because your· 
father refused to go on with it? Not at that point. The Government had accepted these tende1·s to me, 
and I signed them in my. own name, and got bondsmen in Hobart; and immediately I got Mr. Bird's-
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-authority then I started to execute. Then I felt from .that point .that I was under contract to the 
Government personally. · 

214. Will yo.u .turn to 1page 6. There is a memorandum there, from Mr. Bird, where he says
" Reply to Mr. Hedley Button's letter of 23rd July that as Mr. Button, sen., does not appear willing 
to be responsible for the contract which we understood he was entering into in his father's name, I consider 
it advisable to accept the tenders of other firms for the stationery, &c." No'Y, I want to know what claim 
you could have on the Government in regard to this contract when your father had abandoned it? It 
never was in father's name. .As a matter of fact, I had carried the whole thing along up to that point. 
. 215. Then it was your contract? I did not do it with the object of having it for myself. I had been 

urging my father to entertain .negotiations and try and get the thing ; and, had the schedules come along 
signed ready for me to .fill in, it woulu have been father's contract, and the thing would not have eventuated. 

216. With reference ·to the .interpretation of that rlause in the several schedules, you are aware that the 
interpretation of that was ·submitted to me? Yes, several months ago. · . 

217 . .Are you aware ofmy decision in the matter? Yes. 
218. Does it agree·with your own interpretation? It is diametrically opposed to it. 
219. Under your interpretation you claim an amount in excess of what the Gov·ernment consider you 

are entitled to? Since I made my last statement one or two items have been paid, including one or two 
cases which were in excess, leaving .£520 still in dispute between us. 

220. Your claim is now .£520? .As nearly as possible, within a pound or two. 
221. Are you aware what position the Government have taken up in this matter? Yes. 
222. What is it? I think the Government have brought me in about .£4 18s. on the wrong side. 
223. In other words, the Government say you· are indebtecl to them £4 18s. instead of their being 

iindebted to you £520? Yes. 
'224. Do you ·still maintain you are right? Yes, quit_e so. 
225. Now, I wish to ask you a ,personal question. In any of my dealings with you in this matter as. 

'Treasurer of this Colony, is there anything that would justify anyone in saying that I have been lenient or 
indulgent towards· you? Oh, no ; I think, on the other hand, you have taken the cudgels up first class 
for the country; otherwise the chances are I would have had the thing settled before. 

226. Was there anything in my dealing with you .to warrant anyone in saying that I had sacrificed 
the interests of the country? Oh, dear no ! . . 

227. By the Glwfrman.-There is one other matter I would like you to explain. You are aware that, 
in connection with the passing of your accounts, a certain invoice was challenged? I was never more 
surprised in my life when Mr. Henry came to me and told me I had been guilty of defrauding the Customs. 
Nothing ever gave me a bigger shock. . . · • · 
· .A1r. Henry: l said you had been either overcharging the Government or defrauding the Customs.· 

Witness: I could not believe it was possible, and the only way I can account for it is this : through-
. out the various schedules there were fifty or sixty or more little details which I had not time to purchase 

from individual makers, besides having no facilities for collecting or packing them in London, so I arranged 
with a house there. I was really too open with tliem. I gave them a schedule, and told them I wa·nted 
them to collect, pack, and ship the articles to Tasmania, and to do it so that it would come within a certain 
price. I gave them a rough idea of the duty, and they went through the matter, and took me round to a 
number of places to view the different lines of goods, and I decided upon what I thought would satisfy the 
schedule, and these were all .collected by the house in .April and shipped. 'fhe instructions to the firm in 
,question were that they could get 75 per cent. of the value in London. Instead of charging the actual cost 
in London, they made a copy of my schedules and took them to the .Agent-General and got 75 per cent. on 
them. In the Berean shipment, one of the smallest of the lot, when I_ was in Hobart my agent in Laun
ceston got an invoice .which happened to be the actual ·cost of these goods, and not a copy of the schedule, 
because, in sending the advice out to me, they sent a schedule. The result has been that there has been a 
<lifference in the value of duty and ex-penses on the stuff from that particular house. The amount.son which 
I paid duty actually exceeded, in some cases, the amount I received for those lines. 

228. By Mr. Hem'Y.-Are you aware that when your agent drew 75 .per cent. on that invoice that be 
practically got the full am.ount of the money? He did, but he should not have done so. 

229. Instead of getting 75 per cent? He got the full value of the stuff. Practically I am. responsible 
for his actions. I recognise that, and, as I pointed out, the interest on the money that has been overpaid in 
London is charged against me. I have my remedy with the house in question. 

~30. Are you aware that you passed entries on two invoices, and that you paiu duty on the goods at a 
eonsiderably less rate than you charged the Government for these goods ? That was all through the same 
house. 

281. I am asking if it is not the "case? Yes it is, but it was their error. 
232. I ask a straightforward question. Did not you pay duty on one invoice at a lower rate than you 

were then charging the Government for goods ? That is tme. 
233. Had you not got two invoices, one for Customs purposes? Oh, don't sa:r that. 
234. Diu you not get two invoices from your people in London, one of which you used for passing 

entries through the Customs, and one of which you charged the Government upon? If you call them both 
invoices it is so ; but when you see that one is actually a copy of my order to them, I do not thirik the 
description is quite correct. . 

235. .Are the invoices in existence? I think so. 
236. Do you know that they reached the Government by accident? Yes. 
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· 237. It was within your knowledge when iOu wEre making a claim on the Government th~t instead 
of 75 per cent. having been obtained, the whole amou:it had been obtained? I was perfecdy aware of that .. 

238. And you never advised the Treasurer or the Colonial Storekeeper that a rr::istake had been made? 
Yes, but I felt that as a large amount had been paid o:i ·one lot of stuff it simply left less to be received at 
this end, and would simply reduce the balance owing. 

239. You admit that the Government, through the fault of your agent in London, we will say, lost. 
interest on 25 per cent. of these invoices? Yes, I will admit that.. , 

240. And you concealed the knowledge ? I did not tell the Government, as I admit I should have 
done. It appeared to me that I was to be paid at one end or the other,, and if I got it at one end I would 
not get it at the other. It is the only feature about th~ wh<>le thing that.I would alter if I was doing a. 
similar contract for anyone else. · 

Mr. Woollnough.-I wish to express my sense of the satisfactory manner, under the circumstances, in. 
which Mr. Button has given his evidence. · 

BOLTON STAFFORD K.RD, called and examined. 

241. By the Ohairman.-What is your ,name? 3olton Stafford Bird. 
242: You were Treasurer of the Colony in 1891 ? Yes. 
243. And entered into a contract with Mr. Hedley Button for the supply of stationery . for the, 

Colony ? Yes. · · 
2.44. Tenders were called for the supply of stationery during 1891? Yes. 
245. And certain tenders from Victoria were accepted? Yes ; and also some from Tasmania. 
246. Mr. Button's first tender was not accepted? No, not in the end; it ,vas under consideration,, 

but for various reasons was not accepted, and the supplies for 1891-92 were all got from other tenderers. 
247. You afterwards made a special arrangement -:vith Mr. Button, allowing him to purchase supplies, 

for 1893? Yes. · 
_ . 248. And you paid him higher prices than was p.ecessary according to the prices shown liy the· 

Melbourne tenderers? If I remember rightly his pric~s were not to exceed 10 per cent·. over the average 
of the Melbourne tenders. He was to buy in Englandy and supply goods equal to anything specified, and 
the payment was not to be_ more than 10 per cent. in excess of the ~verage of the Melbom-ne tenders for-
1891. . . . · 

249. What induced you to enter into this arrangerient with Mr. Button ?-was it witl1 :the hope that 
you would ultimately ·get a supply of stationery at a le:is cost, or was it out of regard for Mr. Button's
services to the Colony in suggesting that we might pnrJhase these goods at less than ;;hey had been costing 
through the old channel of the Agent-General? I wa3 influenced by both reasons. I was surprised to· 
find that Mr. Button had been at considerable pains to put before me a statement of the great saving that 
could be effected between what we had been in the habit of paying and his proposal, and .as my wish was, 
to get all the work done in the Colony that could be do::ie, I felt it was on that ground also desirable to 
encourage our local industries by giving the contract to one of these, tenderers, who had been at infinite· 
pains to show us how it could be more reasonably done ~han hitherto: 

250. Was there any provision in the contract for th:i work being done locally? I c·annot remember· 
that. It was understood th/lt what could be done locally would be so done. 

251. Was any work done locally? I am not awaie, as the goods were only beginning to be delivered· 
a short time before we left office: 

252. Did you understand that the invitation to tender would be only add1'essed tc' Tasmanian £rrris~-
you know the bulk of tenders came from -Victoria? My idea was to send to Messrs. Propsting, ·Davies, 
.Button, or anyone locally who could do the work requ:red. SubseqQ.ently an advertisement was inserted,. 
and answered by tenderers outside the Colony: 

· 253. Was it inserted in the papers in the other Colonies? I don't thi11k so, but I am not sure 
about it. 

254. Will you refer to the list of tenders. It appears that there were more than two a·rrangements 
niade with Mr. Button. His first tender appears to ham been altered to the lower figures sliowll'. Was
there not some understanding for accepting the lower ones? If I remember rightly it was c.ontemplated 
to accept Mr. Button's tender for certain schedules, and :hen it was found that some difficulty had arisen as 
between father and son. · I thought all along I was dea:ing with Mr. Button, sen. through his son as his 
representative. When the communication came to me tl1at Mr. Button, sen. was not in the contract, I 
hesitated al;>out going on in the matter. 

255. Did not Mr. Button have an opportunity of amending his tender after 6e other tenders had 
been disposed of the first time.? I i:annot say. 

256. Would it be likely that he could have an oppa:rtunity of amending his tender before the tenders. 
were considered by the Board? He might have found that he could amend the tender before the whole· 
was dealt with. I cannot remember when, 01· how, or by what means the alterations were made. 

257. What was your reading of the endorsement on the different schedules, as shown on page ltl of the
correspondence? · Speaking largely from memory, there was to be a fixed price, except perhaps under a 
general rise in prices, ,vhich was not to exceed the averroge of Melbourne tenders with 10 per cent. ·added; 
thereon. 
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2n8. Supposing· he purchased at a very low rate, would he be entitled to charge up to those prices? 
1 should hardly think so. He was entitled to show the invoice cash prices in London, and if they were in 
1tdvance of the average of the Melbourne tenders it would be his loss. If not, he would get 10 per cent. 
-on the invoice cash prices as shown. It" occurs to me here that if there were some articles purchased the 
invoice of which was individually in excess of the average Melbourne prices, and others again which 
were individually lower, Mr. Button might be fairly entitled to take the average of the whole, because the 
condition is that the total cost of all invoices and all costs and duties shall not exceed the average of 
Melbourne tenders. For instance, if one invoice is £100 under the average, and another the same amount 
over, I do not think anyone would ,be justified in making him suffer on the over, an.d take his advantage 
on the under; but it should be on the total cost of all. 

259. What was the idea of fixing upon the average of the Melbourne tenders ?-why did you not 
select the lowest? 'l'he average was upon the lowest in the different schedules. There were several 
schedules, so we took the average. . 

260: Did you mean it to be the average of the lowest prices? The Colonial Storekeeper discussed 
the matter with me, and was as surprised as I was _to ~nd what an enormous saving there was between this 
-scheme and what we had been paying on orders through the Agent-General. Mr. Button had taken 
immense pains to bring the whole matter before us; and while we did not see our way to accept his tender 
for 1891, we felt that he was entitled to some consideration. We saw that we would be :saving llj-rgely to 
the Colony as between what the English prices had been and what Mr. Button was prepared to do· it for in 
,this particular way. 

261. Mr. Button's contract amounts.to £894, or practically.£900 more than the same articles could 
,be purchased for from ·the Melbourne houses? I did not -think it was so much as that. _ 

262. Wa,s what you have stated all that induced you to giv~ Mr .. Button this contract·? I know of 
nothing else. I felt that he- had put us in_ the way of saving large sums by getting the supplies in this 
particular way, and that he had spent an enormous amount of time in putting the whole business before us, 
,and had been disappointed greatly no doubt in connection with the 1891 tenders, fully expecting to get 
which he had sent orders to England for certain goods, and it seemed to me we were justified in giving him 
,some consideration. 

263. Through M1·. Button's information you saved something like £2500 in the 1891 supplies, and 
•out of consideration for this you gave Mr. Button a contract which resulted in the loss of £1000 as com
pared with the Melbourne price, though still a saving of £2000 as compared with the old system of pur
•chasing in London? Yes, and also with the view of encouraging local industry. 

264. But there was no work done in this Colony? I understood there would be. 
265. He put the Colony in a position to save £2500, and out of consideration for that you were 

influenced to allow him this contract, which, ·while giving him something more than need be paid in Mel
bourne, still gave the Colony substantial advantage over purchases in London? I have some idea that 
there were some of the supplies from some of .these firms previously, which made us rather doubtful about 
the quality being equal to what was specified. I.am not quite clear about that, but I have some indistinct 
impression there were reasons of that sort which weighed with us in favouring a focal firm instead of an 
-0utside one. · · 

266. By 11:fr. 1lf'Kenzie.-W ere you a ware what stock was in hand at the time you called for tenders 
for 1891-!:!2? Not particularly. I only know it was customary to call for tenders or send orders at that 
particular time in order to have the stocks in hand when they were required. 

267. You did not consider it part of your business to ascertain what stock was on hand before 
-calling for tenders? The Colonial Storekeeper would come and say that the tim.e had come for sending for 
supplies. 

268. When you called for tenders and rejected a certain number of them you thought it would be more 
-1td.vantageous to the Colony to treat with Mr. Button than to call for fresh tenders? My impression was 
that we could do just as well with him, and he had been of such immense service in showing us how we 
could get stuff so much cheaper that I felt -he was entitled to consideration on that account. · 

269. ·Before you took any action did the Colonial Storekeeper tell you that stationery goods were 
wanted-it appears there was a considerable stock already in hand? I cannot say now whether he made 
·any statement of that sort beyond his usual annual custom of coming and saying that we must send_ orders 
for stationery. I took it for granted ·that he took into consideration what he had and what he would need. 

270. He did not come to you in the first instance and state that such goods were required? I have 
no doubt ofit, for otherw~se the matter would not have been proceeded with. 

271. Did you give any instructions that the advertisement should confine tenderers to Tasmania in the 
first instance, or was it by a mistake that tenders came from Victoria? I forget the form of the advertise
ment now, but my impression is that instmctions were given to advertise here, and I was surprised when I 
found tenders coming in from outside. I don't think the matter was advertised out of the colony, but I 
<!annot be sure about that. 

272. One of your objects was that work as far as possible should be done in the colony? That was 
-one of the chief objects, and one of the very prominent statements that Mr. Button made was that his firm 
possessed the means of doing such work. 

273. Were thei·e any instructions in the · final contract that as much work as possibl~ should be done 
locally? I am not aware of that. When the arrangement was made it was on that understanding. 

274. I see that in the printed correspondence you made a memorandum to that effect; but it seems 
that when the final contract was made there were no instructions given on the subjeet"; Mi·. Button was at 
liberty to do as he liked, and did not do any work in the colony? It may be so. 
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275. The ,final arrang·ement was· that Mr. Bhttoo should. be· allowed to buy on the average of the·• 
Melbourne tender prices ? He was not'to exceed them. 

276. You thought that a fair way of obtaining :m average that·Mr. Button was not to exceed? It 
appeared so, and the Colonial Storekeeper· thought so. , 

277. But in one case I see that one·tenderer·in one·line exceeded the lowest tender·by as.much as-60· 
per cent., and in that case· the average would be much:above the lowest tender.; however, the Colonial 
Storekeeper and you both thought it would be a fair basis to go·on-? Yes, that·was the case. 

278. By Mr. Hem·y.-Was it not in consequence of Mr. B11tton's representations about the lower 
price at which stationery might be supplied to this colony that you were·induced to invite the tenders you 
did? Yes, certainly, in tlie first instance. The usucl way before that had been to send indents home t<> 
the Ag·ent-General. ' 

279. You received certain tenders ? Yes. 
280. Amongst others, Mr. Button's? )'.' es. 
281. Have y.ou any recollection as to what place lw took amongst the tenderers, highest or lowest? I 

fancy in some cases he was the highest. 
282. ·would it surprise you to learn that his first tender was £3427 higher than the lowest tenderer& 

in each schedule? I know he was considerably above tbem in some lines. 
283. Consequently the Tender Board did not advise the acceptance of any of his tend~rs: have you 

any recollection of that? The Tender Board advised the acceptance of certain tenders. 
284. It appears that you first approved of the decision of the Tender Board, and subsequently altered 

that decision. l want to know if you have any recollection why the highest tenderer ·was permitted to 
amend his tender? I cannot recollect now how they came to be altered. I don't know which of the
figures which appear in the correspondence were in the tender when it was first submitted. 

28-5. As a matter of practice, in dealing with tenders would you say it -was-a correct course to allow 
the highest tenderer, or any higher tenderer, to come in and amend his tenders after they lmd been dealt 
with? No. 

286. You would condemn it as wrong? Yes. 
287. Did you not accept the lowest tenders after all? Yes, I think so. 
288. They were the Melbourne tenders ? . Yes. 
289. -Did you not also at the same time, or about foe same time, accept a tender from Mr. Button or· 

enter into a contract with him? Not for the same supplies,. but for those for a subsequent year, 
290. For similar schedules '? I think for similar _classes of goods, if my memory serves me, because· 

Mr. Button had ordered some, thinking he was likely to get the order for certain.lines. 
291. Was not a contract entered into with Mr. Button for duplicating these goods for the year W93? 

After the tenders were accepted the questiqn arose as tc what Mr. Button could do for a subsequent year .. 
For that subsequent year we made the arrangement yau are speaking of. 

292. All the goods obtained through Mr. Button vere bought for 1893, or a year earlier than necessary, 
were they not? Not a year, because we took special c;:,re that they should not be delivered until the latter· 
half of 1892. 

293. In duplicating this order through Mr. Button were you acting on the advice of the Department, . 
or following your own judgment? I was acting under the advice of the Department. I was in constant 
communication ·with the Storekeeper. · 

294. Do you think it is a correct course for a Minister to-expend public money to the extent of £1000' 
more than the same goods could be purchased for else .. here on the ground of helping local industry ? I 
do not know that I noticed the.re was such a difference as there appears to be. I certainly think the man 
who, by bringing the matter before us, shows us how to effect a great saving, is entitled to some consider
ation. 

295. I am asking if you think it is a correct course for a Minister in charge of a. Department to pay 
public money to an individual on the ground of promoting local industry? Certainly I do. 

296. Withot1t submitting the matter to Parliament? In many cases he might. 
297. There are apparently three tenders from Mr. Button. The first and highest, which was rejected, 

the second, which was apparently successful, and then the subsequent arrangement. If Mr. Button says
his understanding with the Government was that if tlB second contract was accepted then so much work 
was to be done in the Colony, what would you say? I knew nothing of any distinction. 

298. On the ground of a coloni8t giving the Government information which would have the effect of· 
saving money to the Colony, you think a Minister would be justified in paying that inclividual an excessive· 
price to that for which the goods could be obtained el:;;ewhere, in consideration of tbat information? I 
think it was partially the consideration of the work being done in the Colony which influenced me in the· 
matter. 

299. It appears from the correspondence as if the second contract had absolutely been entered into,. 
· and Mr. Button claims that the contract had been ent~red into, and in consideration of that contract,he go, 
the subsequent arrangement? I don't think there was any contract. The whole of the negotiations had. 
been going oii some time, and no contract had been settled except·the one he has been working under. 

300. In reference to this 10 per cent. arlvance, you say, in addition to the 10 per cent. on the average 
Melbourne prices, Mr. Button was protected in the e,ent of a general rise of prices in London? If he· 
found that the prices had advanced between the time of the Melbourne tenders coming in and when. he, 
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would· have to buy, so that he could not buy beneath the average, there was that measure of protection; 
but, barring that, the average of Melbourne tenders was to be the limit. 

301. Do yon regard this as a commission business or as a contract? As a contmct, certai.nly. 
302. By tlte Chairman.-:-If this was a contract,- Mr. Button would he justified in conducting the 

business through an agent at Home. If he was to go to the expense of going to England, would it not 
·stand to reason that he went for some profit to himself, by pu'rchasing better and making a greater pt'Ofit, 
having obtained a contract to supply at a certain price ? If he was to gain nothing by pmchasing at a 
lower rate in London, why did he go there? He was anxious to get the very best quality of goods, and he 
wanted to have some honour and credit in connection with the affair, and by going Home himself he would 
'.be able to buy to better advantage than by trusting to an agent. 

The Committee then.adjourned sine die. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 19, 1893. 

JOHN WILLIAM ISRAEL, called and examined. 

303. B.1/ tlte Clwfrman.-What is your name? John William Israel. 
304. What are you? Deputy Auditor, 
305. Yon have had all th~ papers in connection with the contract b~tween Mr. Hedley Button and 

the Government? Yes. 
306. Can you tell us if Mr. Button is satisfied with the decision that the Audit Office has come to in 

regard to the amount in dispute? Oh yes, he is satisfied as to the result obtained_ by calculation. He 
-expressed himself so to me. 

307. But he still claims that the Government are in his debt? Well, only in one way: he claims 
that he had been induced to supply material ofa superior quality t)mn he would have done had he been 
given certain information. He does not dispute the figures. 

308. Has he not pointed out the reasons for his claim bei~g more than the Audit Office allow? Yes. 
. 309. I understand that Mr. Button claims that he was only furnished with the prices of three :Mel-

·bourne houses instead of four, and in that way his average price is higher than you make it, because you 
.had the whole number? Yes, that is what he claims, I understand. 

310. That accounts for the difference? Yes. 
311. The Committee would like to know what proportion the goods to be purchased at- fixed prices 

:bears to the total amount supplied? The total amount, exclusive of the 10 per cent. commission, was 
£6399 o.~. IOd., and the goods at fixed prices c,ame to £1195 16s. 5d .. out of that. 

312. By Mr. Macltenzie.-That does not include any commission? No, I l1ave not taken any 
-commission into calculation in the total. · 

313. By tlte C!tafrman.-Tp.e proportion, then, is 20 per rerit? J us_t under 20 per cent. 
314. Did Mr. Huxtable supply you with the Melbourne tenders to ascertain the average? Yes. 
315. Did Mr. Huxtable offer any explanation as to why Mr. Button was not supplied with all the 

tenders? No, I am not aware that he did. I only know it from l\ir. Button's remarks, and what I 
-gathered, of course, from the correspondence. · 

316. Do you know whether the Agent-General has been in the habit of simply sending .on the orders 
received from this Colony to a recognised l1ouse, or whether he called for tenders in London? No, I 
-cannot say what the present Agent-General used to do. 

317. What was the practice of the Crown Agents? They used certainly to call for tenders. I knmv 
that from the fact that the schedules· of tenders used to be attached to the accounts when they came to the 
Colony. Jn the Agent-General's time this schedule did not come out. In reference to the question of 
Mr. Button agreeing to _the figures, I made a memorandum at the time, on the 15th July, that he agreed 

,and was quite satisfied. He did not dispute the amount arrived at, but was quite satisfied with the figures. 
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Tlie Colonial Storekeeper. 
WILL the Colonial Storekeeper name a time to meet Mr-. Button as soon as possible and go. through a· 

Est ,of prices he will ~u,b:rn,it with regard to supply, of Stationery. The .p11ices.° to be comparecf with those 
at which the Qovernme~t now iwports similar articlesJrom England 'direct. '],'he Premier will be glad 
to have this attended to at once. . · · · ·· 

(Endorsement.:11 

J. E. PACKER. 
28. 5. 91. 

· Mr. Button has attended at thE) Office of Stores this day, and has quoted his prices for the articles 
that form the bulk of the supplies that will be r-equired for 1892. His quotations ha':e been compared 
with the cost prices of the latest importations from England ( ch_arge~ included), a_nd also with these prices, 
Customs duties added. The res·ults are· given on the papers herewith. . 

They are incomplete, as Mr. Button is not prepared to quote prices for every article while he is in 
'Hobart. Sufficient° data are given to enable the Government to decide whether Mr. Button. shall be 
requested to complete his quotation on his return to Launceston. His prices compare favourably to him 
with the prices of Stationery imported through tlni ..itgent-Geiieral; but in the event of the Government 
deciding to purchase the supplies for 1892 in the Colony, t1ie Colonial Storekeeper would point out that 
Mr. C. E. Davies made an offer last year somewhat similar and was referred to the Agent-General. 
Would he_ not feel aggrieved if pur9hase were made iJ?-, the C.olonY. witho11t inviting tenders?· 

C. H. HUXTABLE, Colonial Storelieepe1·. · 
The Under·Treasurer. 29. 5. 91. 

MEMO. from Colonial Storekeeper to the Hon. the Trea3nrer . 
• 1 I , ' ' ' , 

3rd .lune, 1891. 
FoRWARDING list of prices given by M:r. H. Button as those at which he offers to supply Stationery for 

the Public Service of 1892. The prices, pa.id for siniilar :irticles supplied by the Agent-General, and the 
S:l!me with Customs duties added, are also given by the Colonial Storekeeper. 

To render the comparison comple~e, the total cost Jf the whole supply should be computed. Time 
ha,t1 not been given for this to hav.e been done. The Colani_al Stor;ekeeper begs leave to point out than an 
application made last year to be allowed to tender in the :Jolony was not entertain,ed. He was referred to . 

. the Agent-General. · 
C. H. HUXTABLE, Colonial Storekeeper. 

TENDER for the supply of Stationery for the Public Service ,for the Year 1892, submii;;ed by .Mr. H. 
Bu1ton; to be delivered into the Colonial Stores, New Wharf, before the 31st December, 189 l ; to be 
equal in quality to articles importe,d by the Goven,1ment from England. 

· ' · [Here follo'Vs list.], · 

MEMO from Colonial Storekeeper to the Hon. the Treasurer. 
6th .June, 1891. 

Forwarding papers connected with Mr. H. Button's tender to supply Stationery for the Public Service 
of the year 1892. 

C. H. HUXTABLE, Colonial Storeheeper. 

To the Hon. B. S. BIRD, Treasu1·e1·, Hobart. 
DEAR SIR, 

Launce.~ton, June 10th, 1891. 

KNOWING your Government have been importing stationery of various kinds as well as printed books, 
envelopes, &c. in large quantities, and feeling from the extent of our plant and staff to be able to co·rnpete 
on something like even terms, I have forwarded for your consideration prices which, I trust, may prove 
worthv of attention and ultimate business result. . 

The change, if made, would have the following advantages and·substantial reasons:-
1. ~Inch labour now given to tradesmen in England would be confined to this Colony in futm·e. 
2. If so desired, supplementary orders co 0ild be had from time to time at Schedule rates ( np to, 

a maximum pei·centage of bulk annual orders to be agreed upon). 
3. Profits would remain in the Colony, the benefits of which are too palpable t•) need mention. 

Trusting tbe· case will meet with your approval and snpport, 

I am, &c. 
HENRY BUTTON, per HEDLEY BUTTON. 

(Endorsement.) 
Colonial Storeheepw. 

IT seems to me that we might with advantage ?,"et this done in \he Colony. Will you prepare at once 
an advertisement with all necessary particula·rs which can be forwa1·ded to such persons as are likely ta 
tender in the Colony ? 

B. S. BIRD. 
12. 6. 91. '~ 
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Cofunial Stm·eheeper, Hobart. 
DEAR SIR, 

2 

Launceston, 18th June, 1891. 

I have seen Mr. Bird, who informs me he has arranged for tenders to be called, and that I should 
receive notice from you by post; as this has not come, I am anx10us to know when same will reach me, 
and at same time to learn when tenders will close. 

Yours &c. 
H. BUTTON. 

P.S.-A wire simply naming date of tenders closing will be appreciated on Friday morning. 

Colonial Storekeeper. 
Will you see me this afternoon re the paper supplies and contract in the Colony. 

B. S. BIRD. 
24. 6. 91, 

Office oj Stores, Hobart, 27th June, 1891. 

'.1'enders will be received at this Office until noon on Wednesday, the 15th July next, from persons 
willing to supply the Government of Tasmania with stationery as per schedule, in the quantities and at the 
time stated thereon :-

Schedule No. 1. Account books, &c. 
2. Bookbinding material.. 
3. Envelopes, printed and embossed. 
4. General Stationery. 
5. Printing papers, plain. 
6. Printing papers, ruled. 
7. Writing papers, &c. 
8. Writing papers, ruled. 

Each.schedule to be tendered for separately. Prices, computations, and total amount must be expressed 
• on each schedule. As security proportionate to the magnitude of each contract will be required for its due 
fulfilment, each tender must be signed by one responsible person willing to become bound for the Contractor. 
The security must be completed within a reasonable time after acceptance of the tender, failing which" the 
contract mar be again advertised, or another tender accepted. The lowest or any tender not necessarily 
accepted. 

Conditions. 
The supplies are to be equal in every respect to the Contract sample or specification, If, on opening 

packages after delive1·y the contents are found by the Board of Survey to be inferior to contract, the 
Contractor or his Agent must remove the goods objected to and supply others in their stead, failing which 
the supplies may be purchased at the Contractor's expense, and the rejected goods may be stored at the 
Contractor's risk and on his account. The packages, cases, &c. will become the property of the Govern
ment without charge. In the event of any alteration in the tariff affecting any of the items included in 
these contracts, the Government or the Contractor, as the case may be, will make a proportionate allowance 
by way of reduction from, or increase of the price of the item so affected, provided that the duty on snch 
items has been actually paid. 

1B. STAFFORD BIRD, Chairman qf t!te Board. 

(Circular.) 

Gl.}NTLEMEN, 
Office of Stores, Hobart, 30th June, 1891. 

I BEG to enclose herewith copy of the Gazette Notice dated 27th June, 1891, inviting tenders for 
Stationery for the Public Service of Tasmania, together with schedules and forms of tender, also a parcel 
of samples connected therewith. 

These supplies have been imported hitherto from England direct, but it has been decided to procure 
them in future by local or intercolonial contracts if this the first attempt should prove satisfactory. I shall 
be glad to receive tenders from your firm on the date mentioned in the advertisement, viz., 15th July, 
addressed to the Chairman of the Board of Tenders, Office of Stores ; and I may state for your guidance 
that the duties now leviable in Tasmania are as follows :-

Cloth, Leather, Millboard, Pasteboard, Strawboard................................. Exempt. 
White and coloured Printing Papers, not ruled, in original wrappers and 

untrimmed edges as it leaves the mill ..................................... .-. .... .. . . 5°/0 

. Other articles, including Envelopes ................................................... 12!0 / 0 

I may mention that Schedules 1 and 4 will not be circulated on this occasion outside of Tasmania. 
Should a contract be entered into with your firm, every posnible assistance will be given 1 o your 

agent in taking delivery of goods, and in settlement of your claims therefor. 

I am, &c., 
Colonial Storelieeper. 



TENDERS FOR STATrnNERY, 1891-92. 

·NAME. No. I Schedule. No. 2 Schedule. No. 8 Schedule. No. 4 Schedule. No. 5 Schedule. No. 6 Schedule. No. 7 Schedule. No, 8 Schedule, 
-

-
.f.' s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. .f.' s. -d • £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. do.I ""' J. Walch & Sons ............. ;. 216 9 6 - 770 12 0 581 3 1 - - - B,B.B,202 14 0 

Propsting & Robey ............ B.S.B. 204 13 6 1159 3 6 - - - - 486 16 6 212 12- 6 
1698 6 5 

H. Button ........................ 2i2 16 6{ 
1301 3 5 763 3 0 579 1 7 4190 8 7 [1819 12 9] 430 14 0 -

[1555 10 4] [978 19 11) [663 13 4] . [4314 3 7] Ll796 10 10] [489 3 7] 213 15 0 

Wm. Detmold .................. - 1176 16 2 848 12 6 - 2995 17 4 B.S.B.1015 12 2 B.S.B. 287 15 11 13118 7 ~-

.A. Cowan & 8ons .............. - ?B.S.B. 962 ] 2 9 B.S.B. 504 17 3 - 3203 2 3 1108 7 0 ; 294 3 11 165 1-:, 7 

J. Spicer & Sons ............... 1110 14 10 ? B.S.B. 2936 3 10 1038 19 3! 
! 

302 5 10 151 5 7 - - -
Sands & M'Dougall ............ - 1039 2 5 799 18 7 537 19 O¼ 3065 14 0 1176 2 5 337 5 2 rn2 16 5 

J, Brickhill ........... ~ .... , ..... - - 776 12 6 - - - - -
-

T. L. Hood ...................... - - - 603 3 7 - - - -
--

Note,-The figures within brar.kP.t8 refe1· to items erased. 
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Cownial Storeheeper. 
J WILL accept the following tenders for Stationery:-

Schedule No. 1. 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 

MEMO. to Colonial Storekeeper.' 

Propsting & Robey, ...........•..•.•• 
Cowan·& Sons ..•............•......... ·. 
Button ........................ : ......... . 
Button ..................................• 
Button .................................. . 
B'utton ...... : ........................... . 
B·utton .................•............... .-. 
Walch & Sons ......................•. 

.£ s. d. 
204 13 6 
962 12 9 
1599 3 !:J 
423 1 9 

:2906 19 2 
1136 5 4 
385 1 6 
202 14 0 

B. S. BIRD. 
18. 7. 91. 

WILL you let Mr. Button have, as far as you ·can, English prices and particulars of goods which he 
bas undertaken to supply, and after discussion with him as to arrangements for payment of part of the 
goods in London, submit a recommendation to me in regard to the same ? 

B. S. BIRD. 
20. 7. 91. 

Office of Stores, Hobart, 21st July, 1891. 
MEMORANDUM recommending, in the event of Mr. Hedley Button's tenders for the supply of 

Stationery for the ser,vice of the years 1.891-2 being accepted, that the Agent-General be instructed to pay 
·Mr. Button's agent in_ London to the extent of three-fourths of the invoice amount upon presentation of 
bills of lading; the balance ofamoun~ (one-fourth) to be paid to Mr. Button in Tasmania upon receipt and 
approval of goods. The necessary bond to be given by Mr. Button. · 

Appl'Oved-B. S. BIRD. 
27. 7. 91. 

. l\:IEMO. to Colonial Storekeepe1·. 
AFTER revision of the tenders for Stationery, &c., 

tenders, and now approve of Mr. Button's tenders for 
Schedule 8, and Propsting and Robey's for Schedule 1. 

· C. H. H-UXTABLE, Colonial St01·elweper. 

I cancel my former minute as to acceptance of 
Schedules Nos. 2 to 7 inclusive, Mr. Walch's for 

I have informed Mr. Button that his tender for Schedules 2 to 7 is accepted, and that I approve of 
your recommendation re payment in London. 

In intimating to Victorian tenderers that their tenders are not accepted, you may state that, although 
in some items their tenders were lower than some offered locally, we have found it advan'tageous to accept 
several local tenders for the present year, and that it is in contemplation to invite tenders hereafter for a 
three years' service with a somewhat different classification of goods. 

B. S. BIRD. 
21. 7. 91. 

P .S.-I advise the preparation of a cleaner record of tenders than that returned I1erewith, which is ~o 
much interlined.-B. S. B. 

TELEGRAM. 
Launceston, 22nd July, 1891. 

IT is my intention to do all work in the island. 

..11:fr. C. H. HUXTABLE, Colonial Storelteeper. 
HEDLEY BUTTON . 

Lattnceston, 23rd July, 1891. 
DEAR Sm, 

SINCE my return I have had an opportunity to discuss matter of Stationery ,Contract with my father, 
in whose interest the whole was sought and concluded, though, from fact of his 1.1:igned Scliedt1les not coming 
to hand in time, was put in bearing name of the undersigned. 

My fathe1· does not wish for any honor or profit that may accrue ifrom this Contract, and therefore 
desires no change either in name or intent of Contract as it stands at present. My father, whilst not caring 
for so large an undertaking himself, does not in any way wish to prevent my carqing out the whole in its 
entirety. . . . 

Had my father.not altered his first view of the matter it would have devolved upon me personally to 
see your wishes carried out in detail both in ordering and otherwise, so I do not think the interests of the 
Government will be served less when I am responsible both nominally and actually ; and as I stated to you 
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on iny father's behalf that my best _efforts would be put fcn;th to· secure pei·fect satisfactioµ from 'tµe G"overn.;. 
m~nt, so I now desire "to assure you that every care will be devoted to the faithful execution of the vai•ions 
Schedules entrusted to my name. 

Tlte Bon. B. S. BIRD, Treasu1·er, Hobart. 
. ., - . 

I -have the honor to b_i;, 
Yours faitMully, 

·HEDLEY !Bmrt.rON. 

P.S.-May I be favoured with all necessary acceJrtance notices, &c., and copy of instructions to Agent
General with regard to payments, at your early conven:ence ?-H. B. . 

[Endorsement.] 
Ool,onial Storekeeper. 

I JUDGE that there is some doubt on the part of Mr. Button, Sen., about this Contract, and that he 
takes no 1·esponsibility. Is it wise to accept the responEibility ofleaving it entirely with Mr. Button, Jun.? 

SIR, . 

B. S. BIRD. 
24. 7. 91. 

Office of Stores, 24th Ju(y, 1891. 

I REGRET that an accident which confines me-to-bed ·prevented my waiting upon you on Tuesday 
morning last with Mr. Button. Assuming that tende:·s will not be settled finally until you have signed 
the official notices of acceptance, I feel it my duty to m2.ke the following remarks :-Very great difficulty 
has been met with in arriving a1. a reasonable estimate o: the cost of the various items if ordered through 
the Agent-General, the only basis to work upon being prices that ruled in 1890, whilst upwards of £3000 
worth were articles for which we had no prices. :Mr. Hull has brought me a copy of a statement com
piled by Mr. Button on Tuesday last, which I assume he. produced to you, and which may have influenced. 
you in arriving at your latest decision. The document referred to showed that, by giving the order to Mr. 
Button the cost would be £208 14s. 8d. less than th.3 cost of indents sent home. He may not have 
:poi~ted out to you 'that _his amended tenders for articles on which no work would be done in the c?lony 
(plam paper, general stat10nery, &c.) amount to £1767 16s. ld. more than the amounts of the mter
colonial tenders that ·have been received for the same articles. May it not be considered also, that if 
intercolonial tenders are set aside on this occasion, they may not be proffered if required in future, although 
that contingency may not be of any consequence if the Government determine that future tenders shall be 
confined to Tasmanian firms, in which event tenders wr 1893 may be prepared at a date· which will give 
local firms ample opportunity to obtain quotations from England on which to tender. . 

I enclose herewith a comparative statement shoV"ing the cost of . the stationery under different 
conditions, as shown in coh1mns 1 and 2, pointing out th:c.t in the former all the schedules that carry any 
work to be done in the Colony would be allotted to locEl firms, and the balance to lowest tenderers, Mr. 
Button's share being £2461 12s. 8d., estimated at appro:rimate English prices-list No. 2 being in accord
ance with your memorandum of the 21st inst. 

I have to point out that Mr. Button has reduced Schedule No. 6, as it was found that the duties had 
been originally calculated at 12½ per cent., instead of 5 pet cent., the amount now appearing as £1698 6s. 5d. 
in place of £1819 l~s. 9d. 

· I enclose a draft of a reply to the Melbourne firms :n acknowledgment of their tenders, if they are 
finally rejected, in accordance with your Minute,yointing out, however, that it does not appear d~sirable to 
make a contract for three years, as the market pnce of paper, the bulk of the supply, fluctuates greatly. 

You will please notice in column No. 1 of the comparative statement attached that all the Schedules 
which appear thereon remain as formerly, with the except:on of Schedule No. 6, which Mr. Button has 
reduced, as stated above. · 

On receipt of your·final instructions as to which list is to be adopted, notices of ·acceptance will be 
prepared for your signature. 

I have, &J. 
C. H. HUXTABLE, Colonial &oreliee1Jer. 
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Coru:PARATIV;E STATEl!ENT showing aggregate cost of Stationery-First, at the rate of the lowest tenders 
·_ for Schedules Nos. 1, 2, 4, 5, 7, and 8 (-Nos. 1 and 8 bearing work and being local tenders); and 

· second, co!t of the same, N os. 1 and 8 only being given to tl1e lowest tenderers, and the remainder to 
Mr. Button at the estimated rates of importations from E_ngland :-

No. of No, I-Amount. Name. No. 2-Amount. Nu.me. Schedule. 

£ s. d. £ s. d. 
1. 204 13 6 (work) Pro~sting & Robey 204 13 6 Propsting & Robey 
2. !:!62 12 9 (no work) A. owan & Sons 1301 3 5 l 
3. 763 3 0 (work) H. Button 783 3 0 

~H. Button 
4. 546 19 0 (no workj Sands & M 'Dougall 579 1 7 
5. 2!:l36 3 10 (no work J. Spicer & Sons 4190 8 7 
6. 1698 6 5 (work) H. Button 1698 6 5 
7. 287 15 11 (no work) W. Detmold 430 14 0 j 
8. 202 14 0 (work) J. Walch & Sons 202 14 0 J. Walch & Sons 

£7602 8 5 £9370 4 6 
7602 8 5 

£1767 16 1 

Colonial Storelleeper. 
(Endorsement.) 

IN view of your accident, which has delayed this business, and also in view of the letter from Mr. 
Button which I sent in this morning, I ask you to take no further action re these tenders until next week. 

[Copy]. 
Contracts for Stationery. 

B. S. BIRD. 
24. 7. 91. 

THE fact that Mr. Button, Sen., does not care for such a large undertaking strengthens the view 
suggested by the Colonial Storekeeper this morning, viz., that contracts bearing local work be given to local 
firms, and the rest to the lowest tenderers, as per column No. 1 of the comparative Statement, which carries 
out the wish of the Hon. the Treasurer to have all work done in the Colonv. 

Mr. Button, Sen. may be willing to guarantee the fulfilment of the t,;o contracts allotted therein to 
his son. 

The bond to be given would have to provide for the due return of the papers, &c. handed to the con
tractor on arrival from England to be ruled and printed; the bills of lading would secure receipt of the 
goods in the Colony in an· incomplete state. 

On Monday next the Colonial Storekeeper hopes to wait on the Hon. the Treasmer, who, meanwhile, 
may be willing to notify acceptance of tenders by Saturday's mail fo Messrs. Cowan, Spice1·, and Detmold, 
of Melbourne; also to Messrs. Propsting and Co., and Wa)ch and Son. Mr. Button might be requested 
to obtain his father's guarantee for the two schedules offered to him, the bond to contain the conditions 
named above. · 

Tlte Ron. the Treamrer. 
C. H. HUXTABLE, Colonial Storeheeper. 

24th July, ltl91. 

REPLY to Mr. Hedley Button's letter of 23rd July that as Mr. Button, sen., does not appear willing 
to be responsible for the contract which we under,:;tood he was entering· into in his fathe!'·s name, I consider 
it advisable to accept the tenders of other firms for the stationery. &c. 

Inform Mr. ·w alch that his tenders for Schedules 4 and 8 are accepted ; also Mr. Propsting- that his 
tender for No, 1 is accepted ; also Cowan & Son for 2 and 3, and Spicer &. Sons for 5 and 6, and Detmold 
for 7. 

My former deciRion re these tenderil is cancelled hereby. 

Colonial Storekeepe1·. 
B. S. BIRD. 

28. 7. 9L 

FoRWARDED to the Auclitor-General, with Schedules N os. 1 to 8, through the Hon. the Treasurer. 

T!te Under Treasurer. 
C. H. HUXTABLE, Colonial Storelieeper. 

FORWARDED to the Auditor~General. 
J. E. PACKER, Under Treasurer. 

23. 2. 92. 
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DEAR Srn, 
Hobart, 29th Ju_ly, 1891. ~ 

I AM instructed by the Hon. the Treasurer to ackncwledge receipt of your letter of the 23rd instaiit', 
arid to inform you that as Mr. Button, Sen., does not appear willing to become responsible for the contract 
which it was understood you were negotiating in his name, the Treasurer considers it desirable to accept. 
the tenders of other firms for the whole of the stationery. which has accordingly been done. 

I regret that the time and trouble that has been expended by you in preparing the several tenders 
has not proved successful. . · 

I am, &c. · 
C. H. ffµXTABLE, Oolonial Storekeeper. 

Mr. HEDLEY BUTTON, Launceston. 

DEAR Sm, 
Launceston, 3I.1t July, 1891. 

SINCE receiving a lette.r this morning from the Colonial Storekeeper I have had a conversation with: 
my rather, who has promisP-d to write you on my behalf. Of course, as I anticipated no kind of hitchi 
I have ordered line by cable as promised, and placed otl:.er orders by mail to save time, and trust you will· 
be .able to arrange matters satisfactorily. 

Hon. B. S. Brnn, Hobart. 
Yours faithfully, 

HEDLEY BUTTON. 

Launceston, Ist August, 1891. 
SUGGESTIONS for the consideration of the Hon. the Treasurer :-

1. Order for parchment to be cancelled, except special lines cabled for. 
2. Delivery of the whole o·rder to be delayed until July or later next year, 1892. 
3. All articles, if purchased at lower rates than quotations have been based on, Mr. Hedley Button 

will be content with a profit of ten per cent. on invoi~ cash prices. Conditions of old contract to be 
withdrawn on completion of above arrangement ; charges and duty in addition. 

HEDLEY BUTTON. 

MEMO. to Colonial Storekeeper. 
IN reply to Mr. Button's new proposal, state that i:fhe is willing to take 7½ per cent. advance on the 

average of the Melbourne tenders and deliver the good~ not earlier than July and following months of 
next year, I will agree tq that. Point out that if the Melbourne houses can do the work at the average- . 
figures referred to, Mr. Button ought to have a good ~rgin of profit if he gets 7½ per cent. advance on 
their prices for the work done here. Explain the posifrm fully to him, and urge him as a compromise to 
accept it. Explain that I should not have accepted his -tender in the first instance if I had known that his 
father was not the tenderer, as it now appears he was net. 

DEAR SIR, 

B. S. BIRD. 
5. 8. 91. 

Office of Stores, Hobart, 6th August, 1891. 

IN reply to your telegram of to-day, I have to st£te that I cannot send you the lowest tenders as 
· requested-they are in the possession of the Law Officers of the Crown. Even •if I had them I could not 
part with them without authority, but am glad to furnish you with information that will be as useful, I 
think. I send the· average of the Melbourne tenders rnder each schedule, classified in accordance with 
the duties leviable :-

Free. 5 par cent. . 12½ per cent. 
_£ £ 

Schedule No. 2 318 

" 
3 

" 
4 

" 
5 3050 

" 
6 

" 
7 

.£318 £3050 

= -
Hoping that this will be sufficient for your purpoEe, 

I am, &c 

MR. HEDLEY BtzTTON, Launce$ton. 

£ 
754 
718 
538 

1085 
305. 

£3400 -

C. H. HUXTABLE, Oolonial Siorehe~per. 
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7th August, 18Yl. 
To Mr. C; H. HUXTABLE, Colonial Stm·eheeper, Hobm·t. 
DEA:R Sm, 
; ' f HAVE you~s· of th.e 5th and 6th instant; the former has your offer of 7½0

/ 0 free of all expenses. .AJ;,. 
you pointed out when- fo. La,uncl)ston last Saturday, if I agree to.· a ~0°/0 commission on London invoices 
I should be making I!- very largei ~on cession off prices pre:-Vious1y. accepted. When you named various rates 
fi:om 10°/0 -~o ~5°/0 , I con.sidered 10°/0 sufficient if. clear of all expenses, and I mentioned I should feel 
satisfied if I. could clear that amount after paying all expenses. My desire is ~ot fo exceed the pric;es paid 
to other houses, and for that reason wished to have co.piefi!· of schedules accepted from various houses (for· 
each, class. ~4.~ lowes~ tender); and: ~o 1serve; yoµ fairly I sho~ld have every opportunity given me •. If I buy 
on a comm1ss1on for the Government the whole matter 1s altered, and I should- be armed with fullest 
possible information, else I should have only a copy of my own q~otations to guide me in buying. I am 
now prepared to accept ( on guarantee) an .. airaiigemeiitTrorn·--ilie. Government to purchase stationery ( at 
prices as near to schedules asked for above) on a 10°/0 (ten per cent.) commission on London invoices. If' 
ncpj:lssary I will pay duties,. but the Government to repay same and all other expenses connected with 
purchase of said goods. The 'J-0°/0 above referred to is lowest T could afford ~o undertake· as an· alteration 
of existing arrangements; I may say I should niuch prefer to work the whole at ·my prices (which are 
Jo.wer than the English by some hundreds of pounds) 'as per schedules now with you, but, as you suggested 
last Saturday, the 10°/0 was. a very ·moderate and reasonable remuneration- to_ accept when contract would 
give me much more, and you assured me there should be no quibble at this. 

As I am bound to leave for London• almost immediately, .a reply by return will oblige. 
• I • 

Yours &c. 

HEDLEY BUTTON. 
P.S.;--It would suit my purpose better to adhere to my original arrangement and complete bonds. 

H.B. 

Mn. H; BUTTON,_ LauncestQn. 
Office of Stores, Hobart, 10th August, 1891. 

DEAR SIR, 
I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 7th instant, and am instructed to inform you, 

in reply, that the object had in view by the Hon. the Treasurer in making you the offer of the 6th instant 
was, not so much that of reducing your remuneratio1i (for 7½ on the total cost, including charges and 
duties, approximate to your own offer), as that of placing the proposed arrangement o.n a sounder basis. 
The Treasurer objects to give any firm the power of purchasing goods· in"'London on account of the 
G.ove1·nment at unlimited prices; a limit must. be fixed, and a reasonable one· appears to be the average· 
quotations of a numb~r of M·elbourne firms, for if they (providing all necessary funds) are able to place· 
their goods here at certain prices, you ought to be able to -place them here at the same rates, or less, you 
having the advantage of a cash credit in London to the extent of 75 per eent, of the coM of all goods not 
carrying local work. 'l'he Treasurer agrees.to allow the percentage you ask for, viz., 10 per cent 011 invoice 
prices, excluding charges, conditionally that the total cost· of invoices, and all charges' and duties ( except 
the 10 per cent.), shall not exceed the average of the Melbourne tenders, copies of. vl'hich will be handed to 
you as soon as arrangements shall have been completed. You will understand that this is agreed to by the· 
Hon. th,e Treasurer only with the hope that it may encourage local industry and enterprise. 

· I am &c. 
C. H. HUXTABLE, Colonial St01·e1'eeper. 

TELEGRAllI. 
Launce.1ton, ll th August, 1891. 

· SEND to night's post certain copies_ of schedules with highest and lowest prices in different columns, to· 
judge for myself if your proposals are workable. 

HEDLEY BUTTON. 
Colonial Sto1·ekeeper. · 

Hoba1·t, August 14th, 1891. 
DEAR SIR, 

FoLLOWING our conversation of yesterday morning, and on your -suggestion I beg to submit the-
following proposals, viz :- · 

That all goods that have been specially ordered as per schedules (being required at an early date) be
taken on arrival· by the Government at my original-schedule rates. 

That the order for Quatl. and D. Foolscap printing he cancelled by cable, and these with other lines to 
be included at 10 per cent. rate, and delivered in second half of 1892. 

Schedule No. 4, in which there was only one Melbourne tender to be taken at my own schedule rates. 
In the event of the market prices having risen, and so prevent possibility of purcha~ing at the average 

Melbourne rates, such advance to h~ allowed on pr0ducing_ t'ertificate to _the effect from the Agent-Ge11eral. 

Yours faithfully,_ 
HEDLEY BUTTON.-

Tlie-Hon. B. S. Brnn, Treasure1·, Hoba1·t. 
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<Jo'lonial Storekeeper. 
[ En dorsemr:m ts.] 

I WISHryi;mr opinion clearly stated as to this altered proposal. Can you recommend· it as being little, . 
if any, more costly for the Government than the last offei we made to Mr. Button re the 10°/o arrangement'! 

B. S. BIRD. 
14. 8. 91. 

THERE is an element of uncertainty connected wita the last paragraph of Mr. Button's letter, from 
which he himself does not anticipate any difficulty. In other respects an additional cost of about £150 
may be estimated through orders having been already placed. With this understanding, the alteration is 
recommended. 

The Hon. the Treasurer. 
b. H. HUXTABLE, Colonial Storekeeper. 

14. 8: 91. 

N OTE.-Extract from Instructions to the Agent-General. 
"1N the event of market prices having risen, and EO prevent the possibility of Mr. Button·purchasing 

at the average Melbourne rates, such advance to be allo"Ved on producing certificate from the Agent-General 
to that effect. This refers, of course, to a general rise, not to any possible inability of Mr. Button to make 
advantageous purchases." 

APPROVED. 
B. S. BIRD. 

14. 8. 91. 

Office of St01·es, Hobarfi, l 7tli August, 1891. 
MEMORANDUM requesting that a Bond be prap::ired for transmission to Launceston by this night's 

post for, the due fulfilment of contracts for stationery entere(i into with Mr. Hedley B mton, Printer and 
Stationer, of Launceston, and Mr. Henry M unton Middows, Gentleman, of Launceston, as surety in the 
sum of Five hundred (500) Pounds, as per the under-mentioned Schedules forwarded herewith ; viz. :
N os. 2A, 2B, 3, 4, 5A, 5B, 6A, 6B, 7. 

C. ·H. HUXTABLE, Colonial Storekeeper. 
Tlte Hon. the Treasurer. 

[Endorsement.] 
The Hon. the Attorney-General. 

MR. BIRD is particularly anxious that this Bond should be prepared in time fo1 Yr. Button to execute 
before he leaves for England, which he proposes to do on Wednesday next, via Launceston. . 

FoRWARDED to the Crown Solicitor. 

F. STO.PS. 

BoND herewith as requested. 
E. D. DOBBIE. 

J. E. PACKER.· 
17. 8. 91. 

FORWARDED to the Clerk of the Peace, Launceiton, with the request that he will be good enough to 
arrange for the execution of the Bond that is forwarded herewith. Alterations to be initialled. Gazette 
Notice to be signed by Mr. Button, and all the Sche:lules to be signed by Dr. Thompson. 

BoND herewith returned duly executed. 
· W. HUNT, Clerk af the Peace. 

18. 8. 91. 

COPY OF BOND, 
Stamped in my presence. 

THos. H. MAGRATH, Collector. 

C. H. HUXTABLE. 
17. 8. 91. 

KNOW ALL MEN by these Presents that we Hedley Button of Launce'ston in Tasmania Stationer 
and Lavington Grey Thompson of Launceston in T•ismania aforesaid Doctor of Medicine are, and each of 
us is jointly and severally held ~nd firmly bound 1!nto Our Sovereign Lady the Queen Her Heirs and 
Successors in the sum of Five Hundred Pounds of'.awful Money of Great Britain for which payment to be 
well and truly made unto Our said Lady the Quee::i Her Heirs and Successors we do and each of us doth 
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hereby bind ourselves and each of us and each of our Heirs Executors and Administrators firmly by these 
Presents. Sealed with our Seals. Dated the eighteenth day ot August in the year one thousand eight· 
hundred and ninety-one. . . . 

Whereas the above-bounden Hedley Button has contracted and agreed wit11 the Honorable Bolton 
Stafford Bird of Hobart in Tasmania aforesaid Esquire (being and as Chairman of the Board of Tenders)" 
on behalf of Her said Lady the Queen to supply Her Majesty's Colonial Government at Hobart with the 
several goods.chattels and things enumerated in the Schedules hereunto annexed and marked 2A, 2B, 3, 4, 
5A, DB, 6A, 6B, and 7 respectively at the prices and upon the terms therein mentioned the same to be in the 
best condition and to be delivered by the said Hedley Button at his own expense at the Government Stores 
Hobart in accordance with the terms specified in the said Schedules but not later than the thirty-first day 
of D_ecember_one tho~san_d eight lmndred_and ninety-two: And whereas the said Hedley Button has been 
re9mred to give security_ m the sum of Five hundred Pounds for his due and faithful performance of the 
said contract and accordmgly has requested the above-bounden Lavington Grey Thompson.(as surety) to 
enter into the foregoing obligation which he has consented to do: Now the Condition of the above-written 
obligation is that if. the above bounden Hedley Button his Executors or Aministrators do and shall at his 
~nd their own ~~pense delive_r the abo!e-mentioned .a'.ticles at the prices aforesaid and. in manner aforesaid 
m the best c_ondit10n at such times and m such quantities from time to time respectively a,; shall be necessary 
for the due performance of the said contract by the said Hedley Button his Executors or Administrators 
then the above-writt~n obligation shall be void or otherwise remain in full force and virtue. 
Signed sealed and delivered by the above-} 

bounden Hedley Button in the presence HEDLEY BUTTON. 
of-WM. HuNT. 

Signed sealed and delivered by the above- } 
bounden Lavington Grey Thompson in 
the presence of-WM. HUNT. , 

L, G. THOMPSON, M.D. 

Schedules showin"' detailed sample numbers; quantities, and descriptions of articles accompany 
the Bond. Schedules 2A, 3, 4, 5A, 6A, and 7 each bear the following end?i:sement :-" The whole at an 
advance of ten (10) per cent. on the invoice cash prices in London, conditionally that the total. cost of 
invoices and all charges and duties ( except the ten ( 10) per cent. shall not exceed the average Melbourne 
tenders." Schedules 2D, 4, !:in, and 6n, are c;ontracts at fixed prices .. No.' 4 appears to be a duplicate 
schedule, the fixed price schedule alone having 'been acted upon. Each schedule is signed by the tenderer 
"Hedley Button," and the surety "L. Grey Thompson. "-J. W. I. 

Office of Stores, Hobart, 17th September, 1891. 
Sin, 

I HA VE the honor to enclose herewith for transmission to the Agent-General, London, copies of 
documents relating- to a.n agreement entered into by the Government of Tasman_ia with Mr. Hedley Button, 
of Launceston, for supplying stationery foz• the Public Service of this Colony, in connection with which 
agreement Mr. Button has proceeded to England, where he will place himself in communication with the 
Agent-General :- . · 

1.. Preliminary proposition from Mr. H. Button cancelling a former agreement and offering other 
terms. 

2. Letter from Colonial Storekeeper to Mr. Button, dated 5th August, conveying an offer from the 
Hon. the Treasurer. 

3. Letter from the Storekeeper to Mr. Button, dated 10th August, conv~ying a final offer from the 
Treasurer, which was accepted by l\fr. Button and carried into effect in the tenders, copies of which are 
annexed to the bond. · 

4. Bond with tenders attached. . 
5. Table showing the averages of Melbourne tenders and the amount of Customs duties leviable m 

the Co_lony. . · 
I have to make the following rema1"ks :-
Goods named in Schedules 2A, 3, 4, 5A, 6A, and 7 are to be shipped so as to arrive here not earlier· 

than the second half of 1892, and are to be paid for at an advance on the cost prices. 
Goods named in Schedules 2D, 5n, and 6n are to be shipped as soon as possible, and are to be paid for 

at fixed prices as quoted on the respective schedules without further advance. 
The Agent-General is to pay to Mr. Button or to his order, on delivering invoices, bills of lading,. 

policies, and other shipping documents, a sum equal to tnree-fourths of the invoice cost of the goods on 
Schedules 2A, 2n, 4, 5A, 5B, and 7, provided that their total cost (including charges payable in· England 
and Customs duties payable in the Colony) shall not exceed the average of tenders from Melbourne houses• 
as given in 1'able Xo. 4. 

Table 4 has been compiled to assist in estimating the amount to which Mr. Button's invoices should 
be limited in order that the averages of Melbourne tenders shall not be exceeded. 

Mr. Button is not entitled to receive from the Agent-General any cash advance on account of l:!chedules• 
3, 6A, or 6B, as these goods will be shipped by himself to his own order. 

The Government has further agreed that, in the event of market prices having risen, and so prevent 
the possibility of Mr. Button purchasing at the average Melbourne rates, such advance to be allowed on 
producing certificate to that effect from the Agent-General ; this refers of .course to a geperal rise, not to, 
any possible inability of Mr. Button to make advantageous purchases. 

I have, ~c. 
C. ~- HUXTABLE, Colonial Storeheepm·~ 
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Office of Stores, flobart, Sepiembe1· 17, 1891. 
STATEMENT of the average of Melbourne Tenders fot· Schedules 2 to 7, Contract for Stationery, Tasmania. 

Gross Average including 
·Number of Freight, Insurance, Amount of Customs 

Rate of Cnstom3 Net Average, less 
Schedules. Packing, Shipping Duties payable by 

Duties. Customs Duties. 
Charges, and Customs Contra,Jtor in Hobart. 
Duties. 

£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. 
2 . 754 0 0 84 0 0 12½0/o 670 0 0 
2 318 0 0 ... Free 318 0 0 
3 718 0 0 80 0 0 12k °lo 638 0 0 
4 547 0 0 61 0 0 12½ °lo 486 0 0 
5 3050 0 0 145 0 0 5 °lo 2905 0 0 
6 1085 0 0 t,2 0 o· 5 °lo 1033 0 0 
7 305 0 0 ;:;4 0 0 

I 

12~ °lo 271 0 0 
--- ---------

6777 0 0 4E,6 0 0 6321 0 () 

Hobart, 29. 2. 92. 
DEAR Sm, 

FOLLOWING our conversation of this morning, I beg to state that as nearly as one can judge, the 
value of goods recently purchased by me in LondDn for the Storekeeper is £6000 odd sterling (six 
thousand pounds), and deliveries take place about ne:rt July. 

In terms of the arrangement between the Stores Department and myself, an amount of 10 °lo is 
payable to me, a part of which I should be glad to me now, and therefore beg you will kindly let me have 
a certificate (to the above effect) which I may use with my Banker in obtaining the desired accommo
dation. · 

I am, &c. 
The Hon. B. S. BIRD, Treasm·er·. HEDLEY BUTTON. 

REFERRED to the Colonial Storekeeper as to the amount named, and the terms. 

J. E. PACKER, Under· Tr·easure1·. 
29. 2. 92.' 

THE cash value of Stationery ordered from Mr. Button, and to arrive about July llext, exceeded six 
thousand pounds (£6000), on which amount he is to receive a commission of ten per cent. (10 °lo)-

C. H. HUXTABLE, Colonial St01elweper. 
The Under· Tnasurer. 1. 3. 92. 

Treasur·y, lst JW arch, 1892. 
SIR, 

AT the request of Mr. Hedley Button, I have the honor to state that the following report has been 
made by the Colonial Storekeeper with reference to ?,'Oods purchased by }fr. Button in London, to be 
delivered to the Tasmanian Government in due course :-

" The cash value of stationery ordered from Mr. Button, and to arrive about July next, exceeds six 
thousand pounds (£6000), on which amount he is to receive a commission of ten per cent. (10 0/°)." 

I have, &c. 

The llfonagm· the Commercial Banh of Tasmania, Limited. 

SIR EDWARD BRADDoN, Agent-General, London. 
DEAR SIR, 

J. E. PACKER, Under· Treasurer. 

Launceston, Mm·ch 3rd, 1892. 

I AM glad to be able to report I have reached home again safely, and thankful to find all very well. 
As some goods are being shipped to me direct, and no cash advance is due in London, there will be no 
need t? advise you of them, but only lines entitled to such advance. I enumerate below:-

Spicer Bros. . ............•............. 
John Dickenson & Co ............... . 
Brown, Brough, & Co ............... . 
H. Hymans ............................ . 
Wiggins, Tea pe, & Co ...... , ........ . 
Soper & Co ............................ · 
J'!:. Lloyd & Co ........................ . 

£ s. d. 
1700 0 0 

40 0 0 
62 10 0 
76 10 0 

950 0 0 
75 0 0 

900 0 0 
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The~e will be_ a few other lines to add later on; but I cannot yet advise, as the orders a1·e not placed, 

there being no hurry this end. Trusting all with you is well, and thanking you very heartily for your. 
great kindness and assistan~e to me while in London, 

Believe me,· &c. 
HEDLEY BUTTON. 

ME,MORANDUM _for the Hon. the Treasurer. 
Office of Stores, ·Hoba1·t, 6th March, 1892. 

ENCLOSING the under-mentioned papers connected with an ag~eement made with Mr. Hedley Button, 
to the effect that the Agent-General should advance a sum equal to three-fourths of the invoice cost of 
goods, provided that their total cost should not exceed the average of tenders from Melbourne:-

1. Agent-General's letter, dated 19th February last, stating that he was unable to make the 
advance ( except.in the case of certain goods which had been contracted for at fhed rates), 
because he liad been furnished with totals orily, while Mr. Button had divided the various 
Schedules amonget different firms. 

2. Copy of letter, 29th March, Colonial Storekeeper to Mr. Button, and reply thereto, 30th 
March. 

3. Copy of telegram,3lst March, Colonial Storekeeper to Mr. Button, and 1·eply, 31st March. 
4. Copy of Telegram, 2 April, Colonial Storelrneper. to Mr. Button, and reply, 2 April, to 

which is attached copy of Mr. Button's letter to the Agen,t-General dated 3 March, 1892. 
5. Mr. Button's letter to Colonial Storekeeper dated 5 April, enclosing a guarantee. . 
6. Statement showiµg that the maximum amount authorised to be paid as advances in London · 

is ................................... ; .................. :..................... £3820 
Sums already advanced ..................... ,............................. 186 

Balance yet to be advanced ............ .-............. ... ............... £3634 
Mr. Button states in his letter of 3lst 'March that the advance no'Y required is £3300, and he requests-

that a cablegram may be sent to the Age~t-General to adv_ance to that extent. . 

C. H. HUXTABLE, Colonial Storelieeper. 
T!te Hon. t!te Tnasure1·. 

MR. Brnn has seen this. 

J. E. PACKER. 
]9. 4. 92. 

Tlie Colonial Storel<eepe1·. 

O.ffice C?f Stm·es, 28th 1lfarc!t, 1892. 
Siu, 

I HAVE the honor to return herewith the under-meritioned documents, received by the last English
mail ; viz. :-

1. The Agent-General's letter, No. 67, dated 19th February, 1892, covering invoice and 
shipping papers for 18 bales of paper purchased _by Mr. Hedley Button, and shipped on 
board the ship Pallas for Hobart. 

2. The Agent-General's letter, No. 69, dated 19th February, 1892, advieil\g that he was not 
able to carry out instructions authorising him to pay to Mr. Button's order 75 per cent. on 
invoice prices (on conditions), becaune the average of the Melbourne tenders had been. 
forwarded to him in totals only, whereas Mr. Button had divided the different schedules
amongst various firms . 

. · I also enclose copies of letters showing that the arrangement made with Mr. Button, (1st) that he· 
should be paid 10 per cent. on invoice prices, and (2nd) that the Agent-General is to pay to Mr. Button's 
order a sum equal to three-fourths (-!];) of the invoice cost of the goods, was contingent upon their total cost 
(inclurling charges payable in Eng·land and Customs duties payable in the Colony) should not exceed the· 
average of tenders from Melbourne houses. 

I have now to furnish a statement showing that this condition has not been fulfilled in regard to the· 
first shipment of papers bought by l\'Ir. Button, and to request instructions thereupon. 

I have to bring under yom· notice, however, the last clause of the instrnr.tions forwarded to the Agent-
General ; viz.-'' The Government has further agreed that, in the event of market prices having risen,. 
and so prevent the possibility of Mr. Button purchasing at the avera]"e Melbourne rates, such advance to 
be allowed on producing certificate to that effect from the Agent-ueneral. This refe1·s, of course, to a. 
general rise, not to any possible inability of Mr. Button to make advantageous purchases." 

I have, &c. 
Tlw Honorable tlte Treasurer. C. H. HUXTABJ,E, Colonial Storeleeeper •. 
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Hobart, 29th March, 1892. 
S1R, . . . 

I SUBJOIN for your information an extract from a letter addi·essed by the Agent-General tor Tasll!-ania. 
to the Hon. the Premier, dated 19th February, 1892:-" I find it is impossible to carry out the instructions 
contained in the Colonial Storekeeper's letter inclosed therein (i.e., the Premier's despatch), that I should 
pay upon delivery of invoices, bills of lading, policiea, and other shipping documents a sum equal to three
fourths of the invoice cost of the goods on Schedule~ 2A and 2B, 4, 5A and 5B, and 7, provided that theil· 
total cost, including charges payable in England and Customs duties payable in the Colony, .shall not 
exceed the averages of tenders from Melbourne hous:ls, as given in Table No. 5, as in the table ·referred 
to the total only of each tender is given, while Mr. Button has divided the various schedules amongst 
different firms. · · 

I am, &i:!. 

MR. HEDLEY. BUTTON, Launceston. 
C. H. HUXTABLE, Colonial Storehee'pir. 

Launceston, 30th Ma1·clt, 1892. 
DEAR SIR, . 

YouRs of 29th instant to hand. As far as I can see evel'ything is in order.. If you look up the 
Schedule 5B you will see no mention of the 10 per cellL com·mission; the. ad'{ance lots there enumerated 
come out at fixed prices, totalling £165 12s. 6d. Now that the arrangements for part payment have been 
ratified in London by the Agent-General personally to various heads of firms with whom I p.ave placed 

. ·orders, you will see the pressing need there is (to preserve faith) to advise him to pay 75 per cent. up to the 
schedule amount, and for rµy own credit's sak;e and interest I have kept my orders within the limits ~n .the 
aggregate of the various schedules, so there cannot possibly be any over-advance being made by him. A.s 
shippers may start to put goods on board sailer any tioe in April, I cannot see any help for it but for you 
to cable direct to the Agent-General emphasising and ::-epeating old instructions re 75 per cent. advance on 
total schedule. 

As this last i11 the matter of the greatest importan,Je, I beg you will do all in your power to prevent 
any repudiation when goods are shipped and payment cisked for. 

I am, &c. 

P.S.-Please send Spicer's invoice by first opport.mi1y. 
HEDLEY BU'l'TON. 

MR. C. H. HuxTABLE, Colonial Storekeeper, Hobart. 

TELEGRAM to Mr. Redle:, Button, Launceston. 
WILL the Agent-General have in possession all the invoices comprising a schedule before he is asked 

to pay the advance on any portion of the schedule~ If so, he will be a hie to satisfy himself that the 
aggregate of Melbourne tenders has not been exceeded. Please reply by this night's post. 

C. H. HUXTABLE, C. S. 
31st March, 1892. 

Colonial Storelweper, Hobart. Launceston, 31. 3. 92. 
DEAR S!IR, 

YouR wire of this day to hand this afternoon. In reply, I cannot expect all houses from whom I 
have bought will ship their goods simultaneously, but this is sure, that all of the goods will be shipped in 
April, as I know some have been ready now some weeka. . 

If the Agent-General is advised to pay up to, rny .£4500 (four thousand five hundred pounds) he 
cannot go far wrong, and this will cover all he will be asied for in the aggregate and leave a small margin, 
as some few goods I am' bound to have shipped me direct (not through the Agent-General). 

You will of course understand the advance of 75 pe" cent. is upon the £4500, equal to £330() odd, for 
the Agent-General t'o pay in cash in London. . · 

As I personally intl'Oduced to the Agent-General all the large and principal shippers, I there and then 
felt [ had dime all that was possib.le fo1: me to do to pr:='vent any further trouble, and even asked both the 
Agent-General and manufacturers if either could think :Jf any matter that needed set~ling then w-l~ilst I 
was in London. Had it been necessary I COL1ld have giv:ln profornui invoices for nearly all my purchases, 
if only the suggestion had been made. I think I have S3id all that bears on the subject withol).t being 
able to directly reply to your question in the wire, but I trust the information herein will enable· you to 
frame a cable to London, a:lid so avert any dissatisfaction to shippers. 

Yours faithfully, 
HEDLEY BUTTON. 

TELEGRAM to Mr. Eedley Button. 
2nd April, 1892. 

PLEASE send written guarantee by post that any pa:ment by Agent-General as an advance to your 
iwent shall not be considered as proof that goods so aclvai:ced upon will be accepted upon arrival in Hobart 
a~ fulfilling terms of. contract. This guar·antee will b?, submitted to the Hon. the Treasurer upon his 
return to Hobart. lri your letter you write "you will, o: course, understand the advance is upon Four 
thousand five hundred Pounds (£4500), equal to ThrEe thousand three hundred Pounds odd, for the 
Arrent-General to pay in cash in London."· Isthis correct? Better send me details making up the £4500. 

0 . . 

C. H. HUXTABLE, Colonial Storelieeper. 



· (No:·84.) 

C. H. HUXTABLE, Colonial Storekeeper. 
DEA:a Srn, 

Launceston, 2. 4. 00. · 

, · YOUR wire· to hand tl1is afternoon. I cannot gather your meaning about guarantee. I signed one on 
· AlJlgUSt 20th, 1891, and handed same to Will. Hunt, Launceston. With regard to details of accounts to be 
presented to the Agent-General in London, I am able to 'state that ere this a letter has reached him, 

.naming various firms, with amounts opposite : so if you have despatched cablegram to him to carry out 
:original instructions there will be no need for any uneasiness, as all shippers know no cash will be paid 
them until April at earliest, though they may have started to s}:iip and apply for cash even yesterday, and 
still comply with instructions. 

I enclose, for your perusal, my press copy of letter to the Agent-General, which please return at 
earliest convenience. 

· Amounts as per press copy herewith, and freights and packing, will bring up the total to as nearly as 
possible the amount I ·have already advised. _ _ 

Tlie Colonial St01·ekeeper, Hobart. 
DEAR S1R, 

Yours, &c. 
HEDLEY BUTTON. 

Launceston, 5th AzJril, 1892. 

. I HEREWITH enclose the Memoraudum I received from you this morning, and signed as you desired. 
I hope for sakes of all concerned that none of the shippers have applied to ~he Agent-General for cash in 
London and been disappointed. 

Yolll'S tr:ttly, 
HEDLEY BUTTON. 

Lminceston, 5th April, 1892. 
MEMORANDUM. 

I UNDERSTAND and agree that any payments made by the Agent-General, London, as advances on 
invoices of Stationery purchased by me or by my agents, shipped to Hobart, and consigned to the Govern
ment of 'Tasmania, shall not be taken as proof that goods so advanced upon will be accepted, on arrival 
in Hobart, as fulfilling terms of contract. 

HEDLEY BUTTON. 

[TELEGRAM.] 
fitlt Azn·il, 1892. 

. SEVENTY-FIVE (75) per cent. may be paid on any Button's consignments to Tasmanian Government 
to extent of three thousa.nd four hundred.pounds (£3400) cash advance. 

· . · TREASURER. 
To tlw Agent-General, London. 

MEMO. for the Colonial Storekeeper. Hoba,·t, 2nd llfay, 1892. 
HEDLEY Button's Contract having been perused, is herewith 1·eturned with thanks. Please send copies 

of these Tenders on printed forms, or if the .latter are sent to Audit Department, copies will be made here. 
Please forward papers with reference to payment of 75 per cent. of invoice price in London, 25 per cen_t. 
i_n the Colony. Information is also required showing how average price of Melbourne tenders 1s 
ascertained. 

J. W. ISRAEL, Deputy Audit01·. 

Tlw Deputy-Audito1·. [Endorsement.] 
· CoPrns of Mr. Button's Tende~·s have been made for this office, and the originals (with the bond) are 
forwarded herewith, with the Treasurer's authority for payment of75 per cent. in London. Also a state
ment showing the average of Melbourne tendens, which will serve (on receipt of invoices) to show how 
the commission of ttln per cent. payable to Mr. Button will be arrived at. 

C. H. HUXTABLE, Colonial Sto1·elleeper. 
12; 5. 92. 



15 

MEMO. for the Colonial Storekeeper. 
A:udit Depurl-ment, Hobart, 25th August, 1;892. 

WILL the Colonial Storekeepe1· be good enough- to favour the Auditor-General ~ith a statement of the 
amount of the average Melbourne tenders for statianery for 18·;:)2, and with the estimated total of Mr. 
Hedley Button's tender for similar articles, as contained in his rontract of 18th August, 1891. 

J. W. ISRAEL, Deputy Auditor. 

RETURNED with ·sta-tement as requested. 

C. H. HUXTABLE,_Col. Storelweper. 
27. 8. 92. 

MEMO. for• Colonial Storekeeper. 
AN immediate reply is requested to a Memorar:dum f;.om this Department of date 25th August, 1892, 

asking for a statement of the amounts of the average Melbourne tenders for stationery for 1892, also the 
estimated total of M~. H. Button's tender for similar articles. 

W. LOVETT, Auditor-General. 
27. 8. 92. 

MEMO. for Coloni~l Storekeepe1·. 
Audit Department, Hobm·i, 30th August, 189"2. 

THE Colonial Storekeeper is again reminded that no reply has been received to an· application from. 
this Department for information as to the average amount of M:elbourne tenders far stationery, &c. fut· 
189~, forwarded on the 25th Augtist, _a 1·eminder hning also _been sent on· 27th August. Unless reply is 
received to-day the matter will be refu1·red to the Hon. the Trea1rnrer. 

W. LOVETT. 

[Endarsement.] 
THE Colonial Storekeepei- has only just complel:ed papers for the Hon. the Trer,surer. The Auditor

General's memorandum will be retmrned this morni11g; -He reg:rets the delay, which w·as unavoidable. 

C. H. HUXTABLE, Colonial Storelieeper. 
30. 8. 9:2. 

·[Endorsement to Memo of 27. 8. 92.] 
THE averages of Melbourne tenders (without No. 4, which ·was irregular, not li:,ving been set bifore 

Melbourne firms) is given in the paper attached. )ir. Button's limit is the same, ,vith the additiorr of 
No. 4 Schedule attached (£579 h. 7d.) One tend.er for Sched-.1le No. 4 was subm:t1ed by a Melbourne 
house (Messrs. Sands and M'Dougall) on tJie chanc:e of its being taken into conside1ation, and amounted 
to £537 19s. O½d. Being iri·egular it was not pre3erved, and was probably retmnod to Messrs. Sa!l.ds 
and M'Dongall, who were then in Hobart. 

Mr. Button was to receive payment for Schedule No. 4 at his own schedule rai.G,'. (See approval of 
the Hon. the Treasurer of 14tll August, 1891, attac::ied hereto.) 

C. H. HUXTABLE, C,JlJJ.nial Sto eheepm·. 
The Auditor-General. 30. 8. 9:2. 

MEMQ. to Auditor-General. 
Office of Stor,s, :JOth 1ugust, 1892. 

ForrwARDING Mr. Button's tender for ScheduJ.e No. 4, accidentally left out o'." envelope containing 
· papers forwarded this day. 

C. H. HUXTABLE, O;lonial Storekeeper. 
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· Office ef Stores, 30th Aug,ust, 1892 

MEMO .. for Deputy Auditor.· 
FoRWARDI~CJ Melbourne tenders for Schedules 2, 3, 5, 6, and 7. 

C. H . . HUXTABLK . 

Schedule 2 

A 

A VER.AGE of Melbourne Tenders. 

Detmold 
Spicer ........................... . 
Sanda & M'Dougall .......... . 
Cowan .......................... . 

£ s. d. 
1176'16 2 
lllO 14 11 
1039 2 5 

962 12 9 

£ .. s. d. 

Schedule 3A Cowan .......................... . 

4)4289 6 3 = 1072 6 7 

504 17 3 

Schedule 5 

A 

Schedule 6 

A 

Schedule 7 

A 

Detmold ....................... . 
Sands & M'Dougall ......... .. 

Sands & M'Dougall .......... . 
Detmold ...................... .. 
Cowan ............. ; ............ . 
Spicer ........................... . 

8-4:8 12 6 
799 18 7 

3)2153 8 4 =· 717•16 l 

·3065 14 0 
2995 17 4 
3203 2 3 
2936 3 10 

4 )12,200 17 5 = 3050 4 4 

Sands & M'Dougall .......... . 
Detmold : ...................... . 
Cowan .......................... . 
Spicer· ........................... . 

Sands & M'Dougall .......... . 
Cowan .................... : ...... . 
Spicer .......................... . 
Detmold ....................... . 

ll76 2 5 
1015 12 2 
ll08 7 _ 0 
1038 19 4 

4)4339 0 11 = 1084 15 3 

337 5 2 
294 3 11 
302 5 10 
287 15 11 

4)1221 10 10 = 305 7 9 
£6230 10 0 

C. H. HUXTABLE, Cownial Storeheepe1·. 
27.8.92. 

" A " accepted. 

Note.-For comparison, above to be modified by eliminating items that do not appear in lredley Button's contract. 

MEMORANDUM. 

J. w. I., 
31.8.92. 

Office of Stores, Hobart, 6tli September, 1892. 

Re Arrangement with Mr. Hedley Button. 

THE arrangement with Mr. Button was to the effect that he was to furnish rertain goads similar to 
those for whicli tenders were invited in 1891, excepting those on Schedules 2n, 4, 5n, and 6n (which 
were to be charged for at fixed rates), for which he was to be paid the invoice cost in England, plus 
shipping charges, Customs duties, cartages, &c., provided that the _total amount of invoices and all charges 
should not exceed the average of Melbourne tendel's, and that lie should be paid in addition ten per cent. 
(10°/o) commission on the invoice cost (without charges). An advance of s!lventy-five per cent. (75°/0 ) on 
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invoices and English charges was to be·paid by the.Agent-Gene,ral'.to Mr. Button or to his agent on delivery 
of shipping documents for certain goods. . . 

Mr. Button proceeded to :England at his own expense. · 
The cost qf siationery under this arrangement, ::ompared with that of similar supplies procured by 

tender in 1891, is as follows==- . 
·. (Approximately, all the goo:ls not being to hand.) £ 

Cost under arrangernent·with Mr. Button .......................... ·.......... ...... ...... ...... .. .... 7581 
Loss of .interest on advances by the Agent-General from date of payment to 31st 

December, 1892 (about which time the goods if procured by tender would be paid 
· for in Hobart, as per table attached), at 5 per cent ......... '. ......... , ..... , .................. £123 

Premium of Exchange at 15s. per:cent . ...... :.·.-:.'.'.' .. .'.'.'.' .. ·:;.·;:; ........ · ....... : ......... ;. · 30 
153 

£7734 

Cost of similar Goods as per accepted t~nders . - ................................................... £6312 

The Hon. the Treasurer, 
... 
I 

C. H. HUXTABLE, Colonial Storekeep~r . 

Comparative Statement showing Cost of Stationery· supplied by Mr. ··Hedley Button,.Melbourne 
Tenders, Detmold §r Cowan t Co., &:c., and by Agent- General, for precisely the same Goods, 
] 891-92, all at net cash prices delivered Hobart. 

' ·. 

MR. BUTTON. MELBOURNE TENDERS . 
...... 

' Schedule No. Amounts. TOTAL. ;,ch!J_dule No. Amounts. 

£ s. d. £ s. d. 
2 1044 2 !} . 1163 ·o 7 

....... 
2 2B 119 3 

s 592 4 4 592 4 4 3 
5 3128 10 ~} 33311211 ,5, 5B 203 2 
6 902 11 3} ' .. 
6B 293 O· 0 

. 1195 11 3 '6 

7 333 9 0 -333 9 0 ,7. 

TOTALS .... : .. · .. :.::.: ...... £6616 3 1 ... 

Englieh ......................... .. 
· Button .......................... . 

Melbourne .................... , .. . 

Checked by-
HUGH HpLL, . c. C. 

£ s. d. 

954 2 2 

504 17 3 

2936 3 10 

1038 19 4 

287 15 11 

572118 

... £ .. s. d. 
8305 0 6 
6616 3 1 
572118 6 

6 

AGENT-GENERAL, 

_Amounts. 
--------

£ s. d. 

1556 11 3 

998 7 4 

3769 0 6 

1580 3 3 

400 18 2 

8305 0 6 

. NoTE A.-Schedule 4, being at fixed prices, and not having ,my corresponding Melbourne Tenders to compare with it is 
left out of this Return. (Amount, .£580 10s. 7d.) 

NOTE B . ....:.Goods "yet to arrive" have been calculated .. on Urn average of Melbourne Tenders, there being no other data 
to go upon. · · · · ·· ·-

Correct. w: LOVETT, Auditor-General. 
llth October, 1892. 

Correct. 
. C. H. HUXTABLE, Colonial Storekeeper. 
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·r8: 
Mr • . Bittton1.s., . .4:ccount.-

Schedule:No .. :, . Amounts .. 

£ s. d. £ $. d. 

Payment, mad, to SOth· Beptombe,, 1892 .•• , •••••••••••••••...... I 2: 594 g. 6 

·' 2.B·. 119 3.: 4. 
3i 595 . .4: 2. 

: 5. ' •13018: 5:11· 
5B,. : 183:12: 6. 
6 821 17 8 
6B 193 0 0 

l 7 327 13 6 
5853 6 7 

.Average of Melbourne Tenders talwnfor items belorv, except for Fixed Price item. 

Payments to be made. 

IJecapolis ...................... .. 
Commission 

Commission ............ ,. ,.· ...... ., . 

IJecapolis 
Commiseion 

B_erean-- ...................... ,...... . . .. . 
Comm1ss10n ... ; ................ .. 

IJecapoli.~ 

Fixed Prices .................... . 

·1 

Commission 

.· . 

. Commission ...................... . 

Commission ..................... .. 

Schedule No. 

2 

2 

5 

5A 
... 

5B 

6A 
... 

6B 

7 
... 

7 .... , 

288 18 9 
28 17 10 

317 16 7 
124 5 5 

' 12 8· . . 6. ·' 
136.13,.11 

3114 9 
3 3 6 

'' 34 18 3 
68 13 .. 10 
6 17 5 

------ 15·n 3·· 
19' 10'· 0 ' 

19 10. 0 
73 6 10¾ 
7'6 8 

80 13 .· 7 
100. 0 0 I 

: 100 0 0 
17 6· 3 
1.14· 8 

19 O,ll 
112 3 
0 3 3 

1 15 6 

Less cost of excess as under" .. :.' ....................................... .' ................................... oog~ 1~ I· 
Add cost of four reams Paper (Royal White) to equalise Mr: Button's Accounts with 

Melbourne Tenders ......... : .......................................................... ; ................ . 

6613 13 3 

2 9.10 

TOTAL .................................... ·........................ 6616 3 1 

Checked by-

"Schedule No. 

2 
3 
5 
7 
5 

Amount. 

£ s. d. 
4 17 9 ,. 
2 19 10 
2 3 11 

15 0 11 
0 10 11 

25 IS 4 

HUGH HULL, c.(_,,.,,~. --~--------•-'-----
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:To. MR. H. HULL, Colonial Storekeeper. 
·. ___ ;Launcestrm·;I3th OctobMr, 1892. 

:,DE.AR SIR, 
Re cheque, for,envelopes, -&;c .. . J have a bill-due to:-day for just d:300, ·an:d 'the Bank 'will apply to you 

for s:ime; kmdly let them have the amount due and so save :my name;·• the matte:r-is ·really urgent. All 
else 1s to hand and understood in abstract sent. . . · 

Yours, in haste, 
HEDLEY BUTTON. 

J'ELEG~AM. 
Launceston, 13th ·October. 

• ·To Colonial ~torekef!pe:r . . 
BILL due this day. N9 cheque received for en7elopes and other sundries i wire reply urgent. 

HEDLEY BUTTON. 

[Endorsemenl to Telegram.] 
APPLIED at the 'T-reasury, and informed that tlIB· claim ·not ·ready yet for payment'. 

'. MEMO. fro~ _C_olonial. ~.!ore.~eepe~ to Deputy Au_d:tor. 
· 17th November, 1892. 

• WILL the·Deputy Auditor kindly let me have □y bundle of unaccepted Melbourne tenders in order 
that I may proceed with the comparison between ·Mr. ·H. Butto~'s payments and the Melbourne averages? 

HUGH HULL, pi·o Colonial Storekeeper. 

' [Endo.::sement.J 
PACKET of unaccepted tenders, with rough figi;res·and papers used for compiling comparative return 

attached thereto, !ent on loan to Mr. Hull. . 

J G / 501. 

J. W. ISRAEL. 
17. 11. 92,' , 

Audit Depai·tment, Hobai·t, 21st Novembe·r, 1892. 

4041. 
MEMO for the Hon. the Treasurer. 

_ Mr. Hedley Button's Stationery Contract. 
THE accompanying papers are forwarded for th:J ·information of the Hon. the Treasurer, namely:-

. ( A) Invoice received with Agent-Ger:eral's Account~. 
(B) Invoice used for passing goods tl:rough Customs Department. 
t C) Warrant 1020, October, 1892, Launceston, passing goods. 
(D) Valuation Paper declaring to values. . 
(E) Memo. to Collector of Customs, Launceston. 

Invoices (A) and (B) are· for the same Gocds-with the exception of one small hand-press, value 
£3 170., and belonging to Mr .. Button, shown in hvoice (B). The last mentioned invoice was received 
upon application to. the Customs Department in ron1:equence of this Department not being able to reconcile 
the duty paid with the values shown in the Invoice (A) received through the Agent-General. 

. £ s. d. 
Invoice (A) shows-Total Value ... ; ........... ,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . 272 4 11 

,, (B) ( omitting hand press £3 17s.) shows .............. ,............... 210 12 2 
The amount short paid for Duty, if the first-mentioned amount is the correct one, is £6 6s. 9.d. (being 

· £29 O.•. l ld. at 5 per cent. ad valorern, and £32 11:. IOd. at 15 per cent. ad valorem. 
, With reference_ to Mr. Button's Stationery Contract itself the whole of the accounts hitherto passed 

hii;vce ~eeu based upon the prices shown in the Invoices received through the Agent-General, and the same 
course would have been followed with reference to I woi.ce (A.) had not the difference of Duty necessitated 
a comparison of invoi1.1es-indeed 75 per cent. of ~mount of Invoice (A) has already been advanced by 
the Agent-General. 'l'he difference shown in' the totals of the two Invoices amounts to £61 12s. 9d., but 
the loss to the .Government would, upon payment of the larger amount, have amounted to £HJ 4s. 10d. 
caused through thP- operation of the Contract conditious that certain schedule prices shall not exceed those 
of the "average Melbourne tenders." This is expl:cined _M follows:-
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If paid under Invoice (A)-Agent-General's Invoice:-

Goous chargeable under " Fixed Price" Schedule ............................................ . 
The amount of these in Invoice ............................................. = £109 16 6 

but the fixed prices a,mount to £119 10s. 
Balance of Invoice . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . .•. . . ... . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 162 . 8 5 

Total Invoice ........ : .......................................... :··· .. ······£272 4 11 
-------

£ 1.- d. 
119 10 0 

As the £162 8s. 5d., to?:ether with charges, £24 fo. ld., would exceed the average of 
the Melboume tenders (£159 6s. lld.) the Melbourne averages are allowed . . . . . . . . . 159 6 ll 

Add allowance of 10 per ce11t. on £162 8s. 5d ......................... :····· .. ······.. ...... 16 4 10 

Total if paid under Invoice (A) ...................................................... £295 1 9 

If paid under Invoice (B)-Invoice presented at ·c~stoms :-
. Goods invoiced at an amount of ......... '. .................................... . £90 10 6 

but allowed for at fixed prices,@ · .. · ....................................... . 
Balance of Invoice .............................................................. . 120 1 8 

Total Invoice .......................................................... . .£210 12 2 
-----------

Charges allowed under contract ................................................................. . 
Add allowance of 10 per cent._ on £120 1s. Sd • ............................................. 

--------
£ s. d. 

]19 10 0 
120 1 8 

24 5 1 
12 0 2 

£275 16 ll 

Excess Invoice (A) over Invoice (B) .................................. ·................. £19 4 10 

(A.) & (B.) 

Details of Invoices follow. 

W. LOVETT, Auditor-General. 

Invoice received with Agent-General's Accounts totals £272 4s. lld., and Invoice passed through 
Customs Department totals £210 12s. 2d. . . 

INWARDS. 
(C.) 1020 

Port of Launceston, 18th October, 1892. 
In. the " Be1·ean." 

From London. 

w 
G 

T HB 

H. BUTTON, 

Per H: J. HunsoN. 

· Rateof D 
Value. Duty. uty. 

£ s. d. £ £ s. d. 

Whmfage. 

£ s. d. 

1'otal. 

£ s. d. 

(in triangle) 

6 Med. Bales Printing Paper 
in orig-inal wraps, aud with 
uncut edges; 4 Med. Cases 
ditto ............................. . 

Launceston. 17 Med. Cases Stationery ..... . 
13/21 60/77 (Enclosed) Printing Materials 

To be allowed H. Button in A/cs., less charge-
able to Fixed Price Goods ................... . 

Amount to be allowed ................ . 

78 15 4 5~/o 
131 16 10 15°/0 

3 17 0 Free. 

[TELEGRAM.]. 

Collecto1· of Customs. 

3 18 10 
19 15 7 

0 7 6 
0 5 0 
1 1 3 

23 14 5 1 13 9 25 8 2 

12 10 7 0 14 6 

£ll 3 10 0 19 3 
------·-- - ---------

PLEASE send Valuation Paper for ·warrant One th~usand .and twenty, October, Button's Stationery. 

W. LOVETT, A'lfditor-General. 
19. 11. 92. 

VALUATION Paper for Warrant 1020, October, herewith, as requested by the Auditor-General. 
t 

J. BARNARD. 
19. ll. 92. 
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(D.) 
PARTICULAR!! AND VALUES OF INVOICE!". 

(No._84.) 

Octobe1· 18th, 1892. 

Master; from London. 

G 
(in triangle) 

Launceston 

HB 6 Med. Bal~s Printing Paper, in or:ginal wraps, and 
with uncut edges. . 

4 Med. Cases, ditto ................................ : .. '.., .. .. 
13/21 60/77 17 ,, ,, Stationery .................................. .. 

(Enciosed) P1:inting Materials ............................. . 

FORM OF DECL.AltATION. 

INVOICE VALUE. DUTY. 

.£ s. d. 
78 15 · 4 

1311610 
· 3 17 0 

£ s. d. 
3 18 10 

19 15 7 

£23 14 5 
-------

H. BUTTON. 
H. J. HUDSON. 

17. 10. 92. 

I, H. J. HUDSON, hereby declare that the Items appearing on the other side hereof are truly and 
correctly extracted from the Invoices herewith produced, and that the Values set against such Items .are 
the real and true values, being the purchase Prices, and the amounts actually paid or agreed to be paid 

. by me. And I further declare that I have not received ar:y other Account or Invoice for these Goods. 

. . . - H. J. HUDSON. 
Declared before me, this 17th day of October, 1892. 

P. c. ROCHER, L.TV. 

MEMO. for the Collector of Customs, Launceston. 
· Aud,t Department, I-Iobart, 16th November, 1892. 

Mr. Hedley" Bt1tton's Staticnery Accounts. 
WARRANT No. 1020, of October, 1892, shows 6 medium bales and 4 medium cases prmtmg- paper, 

value £78 15s. 4d., and 17 medium cases stationery, value .£131 His. IOd., total value .£210 12$. -2d.; 
whilst.invoice with Agent-General's accounts sho,vs value a3 £272 4s. lld. 
.. Will the Collector be so good as to obtain the original invoice and forward same to this Department 

-' for inspection ? · 
1 

• ' · J. W. ISRAEL, Deput'!l Auditor.· 

ORIGINAL in voice herewith; to be returned as soon ·as convenient. 

The Deputy Auditor.· 
JAMES BARNARD, pro Collector of Cu.1toms. 

17. 11. 92. 

ME,MO. for H. l-Iull, Esq., Stores Department. 
, · · ,"\Viggins, Teape, & Co.'s Invoiccs~Mr. Hedley Button's Contract. 

Aucljt Department, Hobm·t, 6th December, 1892. 

I REMEMBER Mr. Huxtable remarking that Messrs. Wiggins, Teape, & Co. were to pay all charges 
'on goods consigned by them to Mr. Hedley ]3u!ron. .As thE contract with Mr. Hedley Button a}lows all 
charges, will you please inform me by what anrho1·ity the Cclonial Storekeeper niade the statement. . Your 
reply will affect a memorandum prepared for the Auditor-General. Reply at o_µce please. 

. , . J. W. ISRAEL, IJeputy Auditor. 

[Endorsement.} 
MR. Hull called and informed me that he was not aware of any agreement by Wiggin3, Teape, & Co. 

to pay charges, but"i\'fr. Huxtable certainly stated that that fi:·m were to pay charges on the goods supplied 
·by them, anJ in adjustment of 'former accounts this advice wris acted upon; charges we1·e not allowed Mr. 
Button, anrl he accepted payment of accounts without that aLowance. The figures supplied to the Hon. 
the Treasurer oa 21st N ov'ember would be affected by the dise.llowance of charges ·in the same way to the 
extent of showing that Mr. Button would have been paid £43 9,,. lltl. more, instead o-2 £19 4s. lOcl. 
more, if payment were made on Agent-General's invoice instead of invoice passed through Customs-the 
£24 5s. Id. charges incl Llded as part of Customs invoice in timt case being disallowed. · . 

J. W. ISRAEL. 
The Audito1·-Geneml. 7. 12. 92. 

MEMO. for the Hon. the Treasurer. 
Audit IJepm·tment, Hoba1·t, 8th December, 1892. 

Re Button's Ten<le:s. 
· · REFERRING to my letter of 21st November, it will be no:iced that the figures have been made up 
upon the conditions of the tender according to uocumentary evidence, which appears to allow charges to be 
-included in the claims;_ but in respect to former paymer,ts of :.vir. Button's claims on Wiggins, Teape, & 
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Co.'s accounts, the charges have been disallowed because-the Colonial Sto1·ekeeper had explained verbally 
that this had been arranged with Mr. Button, an~ as the.Jatter,accepted, payment in this way the Store

-rkeepeq;eems to liave been j_ustified in disallowing the same. Therefore, if the latter arrangement be taken 
to be correct, Mr. Button would have been paid £43 9s. lld. in excess, instead of .£19 4.1 .. lOd. a,:i:stated 
in the return forwarded with my letter •. 

W. LOVETT, Auditor-Generalr 

The ff on. tlte Attm·ney-General . 
. FORWARDED in connection with. the .papers .in, this .case. rece1itl& sent on. 

· J .. E. PACKER,fo·r Treasurer. 

·;i;,_onw,ARDED to the Solicitor-General. 
F. STOPS. 

9. 12. 92. 

~ To)\:In. H. HuiL,Hoba1·t Government Stm·es, 
DEAR Sm, 

9. 12. 92. 

Decembei· 29tlt, 1892. 

As requ~sted, I now _repeat what I gave previously in writing to Mr. Huxtable, regarding shipments
of-sundries per' Berean and Decapolis, from Wiggins, Teape, and Co., London. These goods were· 

. ·. all ·charged at a rate to cover all expenses out, including duty, wharfage, &c., but through W. T. and Co's. 
error the whole have been invoiced at the rate they had agreed to deliver for free at, consequently the duty 
and other expenses payable by me thi_s en_d will be claimed by me from London. · As there is no com
mission payable on this by the Government, the error will benefit rather than otherwise the Government to 
the extent of the duty (5 °lo to 12½ °lo) on all the expenses. 

Yours, &c. 
HEDLEY BUTTON. 

Am anxious for clieque for above a,t earliest convenience.-ih;DLEY BUTTON. 

· ·MEMO. from Collector of Customs to the Auditor~General. 
. . 9tlt Jan1ta1·,11, 1893. 

:Mn. Hedley Button is anxious to have his· Bernan invoices returned to· him, and which I forwarded 
to you .in reference to some que.ry relating to the importation of stationery, as you requested to see the· 
invoices on which the goods were passed. I think it must have been in November last, or early in 
December. 

JAMES BARN ARD, Collectm· of Customs, 

. [Endorsement.] 
THE Invoices have been referred to the Treasurer, who has not yet returned them to this Departmentr 

W. LOVETT, 
The Collectm· of Customs, Launceston. 10. 1. 93, 

FORWARDED. Will the Inspector be.good enough to see that these invoices are returned to Mr. 
Button. · 

T!te Inspectoi· of Customs. 
JAMES BARN A RD,. Collector of Custom,a. 

ll. I. 93. 

THESE invoices are, I believe, in the hands of the Hon. the Treasurer. 
EDW AR,D BOY ES, Inspecto·1·. 

. J2. 1. 93. 

• T!te Hon. t!te Treasurer, Hobart. Launceston, 2fJt!,, ,Tanuary, 1893. 
· DEAR Srn, 

· ·r LE_ARN from the Stores Depai·tment that accounts of mine have been passed to the Trea1mry for 
payment, but "have been delayed pending a reply fro~ me." . 
· The goods have been delivered now over three months_ and no payment has been made, nor has there 

been any matter referred to me for a reply that hos noL been attended to. 
As I have pressing engagements to·meet through National Bank, Launceston, I have rc~pectfully to 

i:equest that' such accounts be passed at o~_e_e to my credit, leaving any "apparent discrepancy" to be 
adjusted at the final payment. · · 

.Yours faithfully, 
HEDLEY BUTTON. 
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H. BUTTON, Esq.; .Launceston:.• , ·. 27th" ,f'anu_ary, 1893. 

srn; • . . . ·, 
. BY direction :of:the :Treasurer, I am to a·ckriow ledge:rec~ipt of<your'leife'r: of the•··26i11: inst:_ relative _to 

the payment to you of moneys arising under your connection with the Government for supplies through · 
:the .. Office of Stores.· . When you were last in .town I under3tood you were going to. fornish Mr. Henry 
with some explanation regarding the accuracy of certain invcices tendered by you in support of the claims 
put forward by you. It is this the Department is waiting for. Will you be so good as to give it your 
,attention ? · ·· · ·· · · ·· · ·.-- ---

I have, &c. 
J. E. PACKER, Under T1·easurer. 

j. E.;PACKER) Esq.,· Tnasu1·y, Hob'art; ,, ; 
Launceston, 28th January, 1893. 

D~S~ · . . 
Ii>'you will kindly.let nie ,know. the .exact .cases y,ou refe ~' to in ·yours, on 27th,inst.,, .I. shall be only: too , 

.gliid· to give matter iny immediate attention. . · 

HEDLEY BUTTON, Esq., Launceston. 
SIR, 

Yours, &c. 
H. BUTTON. 

31.st January, 1893. 

BY direction of the Treasurer I am to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 28th instant re 
your contract for the supply of articles through the Office o,' Stores, and to ask you tu be good enough to 
submit particulars of your unsatisfied claims .against the Government. 

I have, &c. 
J; E.· PACKER, Under Treasurer. 

J. R PACKER; Esq;, Ti·easury; .. f/6bi1.1't. lst Februar-y, 1893. 
DEAR· Srn,· . . . 

Yours of the 31 st instant just received. If you are not £lready awa1:e of the fact, L would. here point· · 
out that I have not had a hand in any accounts so far; they have been compiled by the Government, and I 
am in .perfect ignorance now as to what exact lines have been paid for and what still remain to· be paid. I 
simply know froni. totals that a considerable amount is Htill d~, and as over four months has elapsed since 
cdelivery of goods, I beg that the remittance be forwarded at cnce. 

Yours, &c. 
HEDLEY BUTTON. 

H.:,Bt:rTTON,. Esq:,, La,uncestdn;· 4th Feb1-uary, 1893; 

s~-- - . . . 
· By·direction· of-the Treasurer I am_ to acknowledge the ·receipt of your letter of the 1st instant relative

to your.claims against the Govemment, and, after noting what. you say, I am to _ask you to be good enough 
to fornish Mr. Henry' with a statement of account to date, detailing particulars of your claim. 

I have, &c. 
J. E. PACKER, Under Treasu1·er. 

J. E. PACKER, Esq., Trea.~ury, Holmrt. 
DEAR SrR, 

Launceston, 9th February, 1893. 

HEREWITH I have pleasure in supplying a statement of account to date, as requested in your favour. 
-0f 4th instant- · 

Goods,in ,No. 2 schedu.Je, portio·n delivered·,_ .. : ........ . 
Ditto No.- 3 schediJ.le;:complete· ........ , ... · .......... . 
Ditto ·N o.-·4-ditto, ditt0.: .. :: ..... , .... , ......... : ..... . 
Ditto No.•5·ditto·, · difto ..... , .... ·., ......... i: •• :; .• : .. 

Ditto No. 6 ditto, ditto ............................... . 
Ditto No. 7 ditto .... ,_ ................................... . 

£ s. 
82i' 0 
824 5 
537 19 

3088'· 4 
1133 7 

311 5 

d. 
0 ' 
6 
(j ' 

6 
4 
0 

6716 1 4: 
Extras in 5B. and 6B ......................... ·-············ 143:10 · 0. 

6859 11 4 
Less cash on account.......................................... 6433 17 2 

£425 14 2 

Yours, &c. 
HEDLEY BUTTON. 
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[Endorsement by the Treasurer to Button's letter of 9th February, 1893.J 

This is insufficient. Let a detailed statement be furnished showing the dates and amounts of the 
several invoices on which Mr. Button claims, and also the credits in detail, with-dates and amounts of pay
ments already made. 

H. BUTTON, Esq., Launceston. 
SrR, . 

JOHN HENRY. 
10th Feb. 93. 

11th Februa·l'y, 1893. 

BY direction of the Treasurer I am to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 9th inst., forward
ing a statement of accounts as requested in letter from this office dated, 4th inst., and to state that M;r. , 
Henry regrets that this is insufficient. Will you be so good as to furnish a detailed statement showing the 
rates and amo·unts of the several invoices on which the claims are based, also the credits in detail with dates. 
and amounts already paid. 

I have, &c. 

J. E. PACKER, Under T1·easure1·. 

Examiner and Tasmanian O.ffi.ce, Launceston, 14th February, 1893. 
J. E. PACKER, Esq., Under Tredsurer, Hobart. 
DEAR SIR, 

YouRs ofthe 11th inst. received. As I already pointed out, all documents have gone to the Stores 
Department, and there still remain. I have fro1n time to time had cheques on account, but for such sums . 
as has rendered it impossible for me to locate the amounts to any particular date, shipment, or schedule. . 

With the exception of 360 sheepskins, 500 large parchments, and 2p00 s1J1all parchments, the whole 
contract 'has been executed and delivered. · ' 

Yours, &c. 
HEDLEY BUTTON. 

[Endorsement.] 
lVIR. BuT'l'ON will have duplicates of invoices, or failing these must ha.ve the amounts standing to

Cr. of manufacturers or merchants in England from whom he purchased, and can from tho8e accounts 
furnish the statement ask~d for. He will also have dates and. amounts of cheques paid by the Govern
ment on account of this contract. 

SrR, 

JOHN HENRY. 
15th Feb. 1893. 

16th Febrna1·y, 1893. 

BY direction of the Treasurer I am to acknowledge the receipt of your further communication re· 
Stationery contract, the contents of which have been duly noted. It is presumed you will have duplicates 
of Invoices, or failing these you will have the amounts standing to the credits of manufacturers or merchants
in England from whom you purchased the goods, and can from those accounts furnish the statement 
needed. You will also have. dates and amounts of cheques paid by the Government on account of this, 

· contract. 

I have, &c. 
J. E. PACKER, Under Trnasurer~ 

HEDLEY BUTTON, Esq., 
175, Patterson-street, L,iunceston. 



Account presented by Mr. Button, Marcli, 1893. 

IDr. HEDLEY BuTTON, Launceston, in account with ·coLONIAL STOREKEEPER, Hobart. 

STORES DEPARTMENT. 

Corrections made by Co1nctiona made by 
Audit Dopai·tmont. Audit Department. 

£ 8, d. £ s, · d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. 
Ge.ads supplied as per- · · Cash paid in London ... _ .................... , ..... ... 8688 17 11 

No. 2 Scheel ule .................................................... 1186 7 10 1222 6 6 Cash paid in Tasmania-
No. 8 ditto ......................................................... 824 5 6 595 4 2"' March s, 1892 ............................... 88 6 0 

~Including 4300 Demy April 28 
" 

............................... 13 0 0 
Envelopes, excess July 12 

" ··········4········-············ 60 8 4 supply. 
No. 4 ditto ......................................................... 547 0 0 580 10 7 July 18 

" ······························· 507 8 3 
No. 5 ditto ......................................................... '3115 17 10 3312 10 4 Aug. 5 

" ······························· 198 0 0 
No. 6 ditto ......................................................... 1175 7 6 1171 17 8 Sept. 8 

" ······························· 724 19 4 
No. 7 ditto ......................................................... 311 5 0 346 8 9 Sept. 13 

" ······························· 222 9 l 
Goods delivered in excess on-- Rr>pt. 16 

" 
.,,,1,11111111111111,,, •••••••• 070 0 4 

1~ o. 4 ochedu!e : £ s. d. Oct. 1 
" ······························· 660 4 11 

24 Rolls Tracing Linen, 30 in. instead 2794 19 3 
of 24 in. excess in value at 4/2 .......... .5 0 0 Goods short delivered on No. 2 Schedule-

No. 5 Schedule: 120 Sheepskins, at 3/ ......................... · 18 0 0 
Sto- Reams Colrd. D. Dy., at 3/6 ............ 2 0 0 1 8 6 240 ,, at 2/3 ..................... 27 0 0 
1 Ream Drab D. F. Cap., 35 lbs .......... 0 11 0 0 11 0 500 Parr.hments, at 4/5 ..................... 110 8 4 

No. 6 Schedule: 1500 
" 

at 3/1½ ..................... 235 18 9 
11½3 C. S. Db. C. F. Cap, 30 lbs. 

Balance.due ......... .- .................. .' ........... _ .. 
891 7 1 6825 4 8 

Ruled F. Cap both sides, at 9/4 ............ 5 10 2 i ,ao>oa,a '" """W 

... 362 13 10 
No. 7 Schedule : " 

2 Rms. 18 lbs. Blue F. Cap., at 7/10 ..... 0 15 8 120 Leather Skiver, purple and red, short delivered ......... ... 11 8 9 
2¾ ,, ,, ,, at7/1 ...... 0 19 6 Cash paid in London omitted in figures £3638 17s. lld. 
5 Rms. 120 lbs. Brown, at 23/1.. .......... 5 15 5 figures. above, being balance ef £195 17s. Sd. per" Decapolis" .. . .. 130 11 10 
8~ Rms. 70 lbs. Brown, at 13/5 ........... 5 15 5 j 

Pitto '' Berean" account .................................... ... 204 8 8 
2 Rms. Dfotting- Pal'e1·, at 13/3 ............ l (j (j 

-- 27 14 5 Balance ..................................................... ... 88 14 1 
Balance, £362 13s. 10d. -

Charges on "Berean" shipment, Schedules 5A, 6A, & 7 ....... ... 24 5 1 

£7187 18 6 £'7255 2 7 £7187 18 6 £7255 2 7 
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MEMO. on examination of Mr. Hedley Button's account current,, showing balance due .£362 13s. 10d. 

THE Balance Sheet attached hereto has been corrected by red ink figures to the amounts which 
appear to be those due to Mr. Button, and chargeable to liim on account of omissions in statement. 
Allowance was not made in the account for Agent-General's advances on Wiggins, Teape, and Company's 
invoice per Berean, amount £204 3s. 8d., nor for the remainder of Wiggins, Teape, and Company's 
:invoii.te per Decapolis, £195 17s. 8d., advanced in London, less £65 5s. lOd. deducted in account paid 
Mr. Button, £130 11s. l0d. Total, .:£334 15.~. 6d. 

The net amount apparently due to Mr. Button is £83 14s. ld. as per balance sheet, and is accounted 
for as follows :-

Schedule 2 A. 

Schedule 5 A. 

Wia-gins, Teape, and Company's Invoice per Decapolis, 2~th May, 1892. 
72 Brown Calf Skins, Melbourne average prices .•••...••••.••••••............... 
12 Rough ,, ,, ,, ............••.•••••................ 

200 V ell u_m Skins ,, ,, ...•••••••••••••••••................ 

Add 10 p~r cent. on English prices, £107 0s. 4d . .•••...••••••••..•..... , ........ . 

Wio-gins, Teape, and Company's Invoice per Decapolis, 25th May, 1892. 
10 Reams Double Foolscap, Melbourne a __ verage ..... _ .•••...•...••............... 
30 Reams C._L. Double Post, English price 26 at 17s. 6d.•--·················· 

4 at 15s. 9d. .................... . 

Per Bm·ean 25th July, 1892. 
40 Reams Bank Post, English price at 20s ...........•....... ·-··················· 
23½lj- Reams Double Demy, Blue, English price at 3s. 6d. . ...... : .... ..... . 
44-iir ,, ,, Yellow ,, ,, ,, ·-············· ........ . 
1 ,, ,, Drab ,, ,, &. 8d ...• ·-················ 
1 Ream Drab Double Foolscap ····························--·-··················· 

Add 10°/0 on English prices, £84 12s. 10d • .................................... 

Schedule 5 D. Wiggins, Teape, & Co's. Invoice per Berean, 5th July, 1892. 
60 Dble. Demy Blue and Yellow Printing Paper, at fixed price, 6s. 6d. 

Sc11edule 6 A. Wiggins, Teape, and Co's. Invoice per Berean, 5th July, 1892. 
11½-& Dble. Foolscap, Ruled, at Engli,ih price, 8s. 3d ........•................ 

8 Imp. Blue, Ruled ,, ,, 60s. 6d. . ................... . 
10 Super Royal, Blue, Ruled ,, ,, 45s. 6d ....... ................. . 

Add 10°/0 on English price, £51 16s; 4d . .................••.................... 

Schedule 6 D. Wiggins, Teape, and Co's. Invoice, per Berean, 5th July, 1892. 
150 Reams Dble. Foolscap Writing, at fixed price, 9s. 4d. ·····-············ 
6 Imp!. Blue Ruled ,,· ,, ,, ,; £5 ....................... . 

Schedule 7. ·Wiggins, Teape, and Co's. Invoice per Berean, 5th July, 1892. 
52 Reams Foolscap, Blue, at __ English· price, 5s. 8d .........••••............... 
2}& ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, 5.~. Id. . ......................... . 

Per Decapolis, May 25th, 1892. 

~g~ Sh~'ets :fo~h{;poil,~d at average prices} ····••·•••••························ 

:\dtl 10°/0 on English price, £17 3s. 8d ....................................... . 

.£ s. d. 

30 16 6 
4 19 9 

59 7 6 

95 3 9 
10 14 1 

105 17 10 --
5 16 0 

22 15 0 
3 3 0 

40 0 0 
4 3 8 
7 14 10 
0 8 8 
0 11 0 

84 12 2 
8 g 3 

£93 1 5 

£ s. d. 
19 10 0 

----------
4 17 4 

24 4 0 
22 ]5 0 

5116 4 
5 3 8 

£57 0 0 

£ s. rl. 
70 0 0 
30 0 0 

-----
£100 0 0 
--------

£ .~. d. 
14 14 8 
0 14 0 

1 12 3 

17 0 11 
114 4 

£18 15 3 
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.Allow Charges on Goods per Berean, which are not at :fixed prices, or are under average Melbourne 

prices:-

D11ty and Wharfage .......... _ ..........•.......... 
Packing •••.•.........•.......... _ .................... . 
Freight, &c. . ........................................ . 
Cartage .•.•............................................ 

SUMMARY OF ScHEDULES, &c. 

£ s .. d. 
12 3 1 
3 16 1 
7,19 10 
0 6 1 

£24 5 1 

· Schedule 2A .................................................................. · 
.£ s. d. 

105 17 10 
93 1 5 
19 10 0 
57 0 0 

,, 5A •••••••••••••.. : .................... •••••• .•••• .-................. . 

" . ,, 
" 
" 

5B .••••••••.•• ••••••••••········ ..•................................. 
6A ..•..•...•••......•..•••••••••..•..................••..••......... 
6B ................................................................. . 
7 ····•••···· ··•······· .. ·· ....................................... . 

100 0 0 
1815 3 

394 4 6 
Charges........................................................................ 24 5 1 

Total ................................................. : ........................ . 
Deduct .Advances in England not forme:rly brought to account ... . 

418 9 7 
334. 15 6 

Net amount du.e ............................................................ £83 14 I 
-------

· In taking out the prices of goods per Berean thorn amounts were U5ed which are shown on the Invoice 
passed through Launceston Customs Department, and which show a less range than the Invoice .-eceivetl 
through the Agent General, but the Decap<Jli.s prices have been made up as before from .Agent-General's 
Invoice, as there was no other known Invoice to deal with. [ t is pointed out that two former accounts of 
Wiggins, Teape, & Co. have been paid on prices in .agent.Ganeral's .Account, namely, Invoice April 9th, 
1892, £581 8s. 6d., containing goods amounting to £235 2s. not at fixed prices, and May 25th, 1892, 
£195 17s. 8d., containing goods amounting to £141 ls., not at fixed prices. A letter received from tb.e 
Storekeeper addressed to hi.m by Mr. Button is attached, which implies that the Invoices received thro11g[1 
the .Agent.General from Messrs. Wiggins, Teape, &, Co. include the charges on the prices there i,:hoWJil •. 
If this is so, the 10 per cent. allowed on this firm's fo1:mer two invoices would be charged on the charges 
as ,well as first cost of goocls, but the amount canno.t well be ascertained from papers in Storekeeper's 
possession or those in this Department. 

The claim for £5 shown in the Balance Sheet attached for difference in price of 24 rolls of. Tracmg 
Linen :supplied is known nothing of at the Stores Dep3.rtment. · 

SrR, 

W. LOVETT, Auditor-Gtmeral. 
30th March, 1893. 

5th Ap1·il, 1893. 

BY direction of the Tre'lSurer I am to address yo.1 on the subject of your claim against the Govern
ment, and request that you will be good enough to furnish Mr. Henry with a detailed statement showing 
how yom· claim for Stationery is made up, as it does nJt now agree with the Colonial Storekeeper's accaimt, 
and that you will also state why the advance of £204 3s. 8d. made fo London on account of the shipment 
per Berean is not shown to credit. Explanation i~ also reqt1ired as to the sum of £130 lls. IOd., being 
balance of the advance of £195 17s. 8d., less £65 Ss. 10d. made in London on account of shipment 
per Decapolis. It is noticed that no allowance is made for short delivery of 120 leather skins, value 
£11 8s. 9cl. 

Will you be good enough to give these matters your eal'ly attention, and amend same when famishing 
fresh statement? 

I have, &c. 

HEDLEY BUTTON, Esq., 175, Patterson•street, Laun~eston. 

The· Hon. tlw Treasurer, Hobart. 
DEAR Sra, 

J, E. P .ACKER, Unde1· Treasurer. 

Launcesion, 15th April, 1893. 

AGREEABLY with yours of 5th April I have plea3ure in enclosing details of goods supplied, with a. 
statement in full up to date. Berean and Decapoli.~ p3.yments were not credited, as I was not aware such 
had been made. 

I am, &c. 
HEDLEY BUTTON. 
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[Endorsement.] To the Auditor-General for examination.-J ORN HENRY. 
[Endorsement 2.] Mr. Hedley Button's Account. 

Examined and returned. The various accounts now rendered by Mr. Button have been examined in 
detail and the true prices shown on English invoices have been inserted in red ink against each item of 
charge made by Mr. Button, and the ·summary on a ccount current has been likewise treated, the correct 
amount of each schedule being shown in red ink. Although this second account has been rendered in a 
different form the same result as before has been arrived at, namely £83 14s. Id.due to Mr. Button. ' lt 
is observed that the claim now made amounts to £595 9s. 10d. notwithstanding the fact that the first 
account balance amounted to only £362 13s. 10d ., and from this there was to be deducted sums amounting 
to £346 4s. 3d. omitted to be credited; or a net balance £16 9s. 7d. Attention is drawn to the large 
difference in the charges on Schedule 3. Mr. Button has claimed upon a higher range of prices throughout, 
notwithstanding the fact that the invoice whicl1 he was paid upon in October last was supplied by himself 
ancI Crn,toms duties paid thereon. Invoice herewith for perusal. 

The Hon. tlte Treasurei·. 

J. W. ISRAEL, pro AuditorGeneml. 
20. 4. 93. 

Account i-endered by .L1fr. Button, Ap1-il, 1893. 

Mr. HEDLEY BUTTON, Launcestou, in account with COLONIAL STORE~EEPER, Hobart. 
Br. 

To Goods supplied as per-
Schedule 2A ....................... . 

Ditto 2D ( Fixed prices) .. .. 
Ditto 3 ......................... .. 
Ditto 4 ( Fixed znices) .. .. 
Ditto 5A ...................... .. 
Ditto 5D ( Fi:ced p1-ices) .. .. 
Dit.to 6A ....................... . 
Ditto Gn ( F'i,xed znices) .. .. 
Ditto 7 ......................... .. 

Excesses supplied ................. . 

Special Order ...................... .. 

Commission Account .............. . 

"'Add clwrge,i "Bm·ean" Sclwdulcs 
5A, GA, 7, talwn out separately .. 

Cor,·ect Account 
as established 

by Audit 
Depa,·tmcnt. 

£ s. d. £ s. d. 
G78 2 0 G37 0 4 
119 3 4 119 3 4 
828 0 9 552 3 11 
579 0 0 580 10 7 

2909 lG 9 2862 18 11* 
203 2 6 203 2 a 
844 12 0 809 1G 1* 
296 15 0 293 0 0 
314 0 1 317 0 1* 

29 1 5 (Jn.eluded in 
amaun~s above.) 

34 18 0 (Not /mown in 
con1icction with 
this Account.) 

534 10 2 453 5 11 

24 5 1 

£7371 2 0 £6852 6 9 

£ s. d. 
Balance due .................. 595 9 10 

Launceston, 14th April, 1893. 

E. & 0. E. 

Cash paid in London ................. . 
Cash paid in Tasmania-

£ s. d. 
March 8th, 1892 ...... 38 6 0 
April 28th, 1892 ...... 13 0 0 
July 12th, 1892 ....... 00 8 4 
July 18th, 18!l2 ....... 507 8 3 
August 5th, 1892 ..... 198 0 0 
September 8th, 1892 .. 724 19 4 
September 13th, 1892 222 9 1 
Septembei• 16th, 1892 370 3 4 
October 1st, 1892 ..... G60 4 11 

Goods short delivered ............... .. 
Cash paid in London as per your 
Advice, April 5th, 1893-

£ .s. d. 
"Berean" ... .... .. .. . 204 3 8 
"Decapolis" ......... 130 11 10 

Balance .................................. . 

Balance• ............................... .. 

C!tr. 
Correct Account 
as establishccl 

b11A11dit 
Department. 

£ s. d. £ s. d. 
3G38 17 11 3638 17 11 

2794 19 3 2794 10 3 
6 19 (j (Deducted in 

jlgnrcs 
opposite.) 

334 15 6 334 15 G 
595 9 10 

83 14 1 
----------
£7371 2 o £G852 a 9 

J. ll'. I.-20. 4. 03. 

"'Note.-£83 14s. 1cl. subsequently reduced by £88 7s. 9d., 
biinging l,l,-, Button Dr. £4 13s. 8d. 

See statement.s attached. 
J .. w. I.-15. 7. 03. 
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MR. HEDLEY Bu:rToN's AccouNTS · 

D1mu.m.''IONS to be made from Mr. Button's. Accounts-as the result of the inspection of English. 
Invoices-per Decapolis and Comadre, produced by Mr. Button this day (Mr. Button present agree-
ing to result). . · · 

Messrs. Wiggins, Teape, and Co.'s In'voices. · 

No.of Amount . Amount as .Difference Commission 
Contraet Shipment. previously p3r Invoice to be also to be Total dednctiollS'. 
Schedule. credited. now; produced. deducted. deducted. 

-· £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. cl. 
2A IJeea;polis ························ 95 3 9 E6 7 0 8 16 g· 2 1 4 10 18 1 

Cumailre •••• ••••••••.••.••...... :. . · 36 19 9 . ~ 14 11 7 4 10 0 15 .5 8 0 3 

Total to be deducted from Sched,.le 2A ......••..•..••.....•............•.•...... 18 18 4 

5A] I I)e;:apous •••••••••.•..•.•.•..... ·I 3114 0 

I 
23 5 8 I 5 

8 4 

I 
010 11 5 19 3 

Comarlre •••••••••.•.••••••.••• :···· 35 19 0 2118 4 11 0 8 1 2 1 12 2 9 

Total to be deducted from Schedde 5A •..•.•......•••.••...•........•.. .-.. _ ...... 18 2 0 

7 I IJecapolis · ........................ , 1 12 3 I I 12 0 I o o 3 I 0 0 4 0 0 7 
Comaii-rl' •••••••.•.••...•.••....•••• 160.17 4. 114 · 3 10 · 46 13 6 4 18· 4 51 6 10 

Total to be deducted from Scl1edule 7 ························ ················· 51 7 5 

Total deduction to be made ·······-····················.-··························· 88 · 7 9 

15th July, 1893. J. W. ISRAEL. 

Launceston, Ap·ril 21st, 1893. 
DEAR SIR, 

IN reply to your favour of yesterday, I have to advise that the original invoice of Schedule 3 from 
Millington was handed by me to Customs, and I have not since had it. I think the agents in Hobart had 
word from lY.fr. Hu...-,:table to let him have all documents after goods had been passed for. 

YO Ul'S faithfully, 
HEDLEY .BUTTON •. 

J. PACKER, Esq., Under Treasurer, Hobart. 

Treasury, Hobart, 22nd April, 1893. 
HEDLEY BnTToN, ESf]. 
DEAR Sm, 

W1LL yoa be so good as to !obtain a copy of the original invoice, either in the Colony' or from 
London, if need be. 

Yoi:rs truly1 

J. E. PACKER, Under Treasurer. 
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SUMMARY of detailed Account received from Mr .. Button. 

.London. 
Mn. HEDLEY BUTTON, Tasmania, 

• 
1892. 

B_ouo~T of M1L:r,~NG'-l,'ON ~ SoN. 
£ $. d. 

April 30. To shipment p\lr -Harriet M'Gregor ... , .................. .. 
£ s. d. 

287 8 11 
188 19 11 May 14. :Oitt.o .................................... , .................. .. 

" 26. 

/• 

.. Charges , ................................ , .. , ................ . 

Excµ~:µge atJ per pent ....... , .... , ....... , ... ,, .......... .. 
Expenses , ...... : ............................................. . 

476 8 10 
-35 7 ·4 

Bill at 60 .d/s., £53ij 8s. 2d.,.per Bank of Ney.' South Wales. 

£ 8. 

""511 16 2 
21 6 6 
0 5 6 

£533 8 2 

d. 
• 1The above amount .•••••.•••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••• , ••••••...•.... 

Includes an amou~t chargeable to Schedule 7.,: ........... , ........... . 
511 16 2 
15 1G 8 

Net Total for Schedule 3 , ...... , ....... _ ..• , •••••••••••..... 495 i!J 6 
But this includes charges for N os. 3 and 7 •••••••• , ••.••••••••••••..... 65 17 l 

430 2 5 
Then the proportion of charges for No. 3 ............................. . 122 I 6 

Total amount (less commission) payable on this account ...... £552 3 11 

The 10 per cent. commission is payable on the amount £430 2s. 5d. (that is English 
cost without charges), but this commission is given credit for separately. 

J. W. ISRAEL. 
26. 4. 93. 

27th Az,ril, 1893. 
HEDLEY BUTTON, Esq., Launceston .. 

Sia, 
BY direction of the Treasurer I am to acknowledge receipt of Invoice yesterday without covering 

communication, amounting to £533 8s. '2.d. 
Mr.·-Henry will be glad if yon will be so good as explain why-you charge this particular Invoice in 

your general statement of account at £828 0s. 9d. when it only amounts to £533 8s. 2,J,., including 
exchange and expenses amounting to £21-12s. Od., in respect of which latter items the Government is not 
liable. 

I have, &c. 
J. E. PACKER, Undm· Treasurer. 

J . .E. PACKER, Esq., T1'Casury, Hobart. Launceston, April '2.Stlt. 
DEAR Srn 

IN reply to yoms of 27th instant, I desire to state that the rates and amount arrived at are shown in 
detail and are from contract rates supplied me by Mr. Huxtable, and by these I am entitled to £828 Os. 9d. 
on Schedule 3. The original Invoice vras supplied in this as in other cases in good faith and with the hope 
of fucilitating payment of an account now of five months' standing. The item of £22 12.,. Od. was 
incurred in London thTOugh cash advance being withheld on this schedule and contrary to arrangement. 

Yours, &c. 
HEDLEY BUTTON: 

[E~dorse~ent]. Referred to the Auditor-General. 
JOHN HENRY, J.Jfa.1/ 3, 1893. 

[Endo1·sement 2.] An original invoice of Millington and Sons upon which the claim under schedule 
3 is based is now in this Department. It af'pears from office stamp thereon to have been received at the 
Office of Stores on 27th September, 1892, and an account was prepared for the Treasury at the prices shown 
in the lnvoice·and passed this office on 29th September, 1892. It was paid by the Treasury on 17th 
October, 1892, but the amount is £552 3s. lld., not £828 Os. 9d., the amount mentioned by :Mr. Button. 
[The total of vouchers altogether is £595 4s. '2d. but this includes £43 0s. 3d, commission which is not now in 
question]. There is an indorsement on the English invoice above referrerl to as follows:-" Invoice 
received by Mr. Button direct, not passed through Agent-General." This was made in this Office on 6th 
December, 1892. This invoice bears the Customs stump. 

The Hon. the Treasurer. 

W. LOVETT, .Andit01·-Ge11eml. 
4th J.l'lay, 1893. 
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5th May, 1893. 

HEDLEY BUTTON, Esq., Launceston. 

s~ . 
. . IN reply to your Memorandum of the· 28th ulti□o Mr. Henry directs me to say that the rates you 

charge in detailed account of .£828 Os. 9d. are not those provided for under contract, and that you had 
previously 1·endered an account for the same goods a□ounting to .£552 3s. lld., and received payment for 
same. 

· Your statement has other errors to which Mr. Henry did not refer before clearing up the amount now 
under notice. It will be well that you bring dowi:: all your invoices and books of account, when Mr. 
Henry shall be prepared to go into the matter with you on the spot. 

I have, &c. 
J. E. PACKER, Fnde1· Treasurer. 

lOtli May, 1893. 
J. E. PACKER, Esq., Hobart. 

DEAR SIR, . 

IN reply to yours of the 5th instant, you have evidently been misinformed as to my having previously 
sent in invoices at lower rates than shown on my gene1:al statement of accounts. 

A few ofmy invoices I sent in, but Mr. Huxtable explained.they were not rendered in a way that the 
Auditor would understand, hence he (Mr. Huxtable) "Vould prefer to make out the accounts himself, and 
I could credit various amounts he authorised on account, and have differences arranged at a final settlement. 

I have been at much expense up to the present, a::id can ill afford time or money for the personal visit 
to Hoba1-t which you propose. . 

I feel sure all to make my claim clear can easily be arranged by correspondence in a very short time. 

I am, ·yours faithfully, 
HEDLEY BUTTON. 

13th J.lfay, 1893. 
SIR, 

BY direction of the Treasurer I am to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th instant, which 
has been laid before Mr. Henry, and forward you a detailed copy of Treasury Voucher No. 1126 bearing 
your own signature. With such a document before hi□ Mr. Henry cannot understand how' you can think 
that he has been misinformed. It is noted that you decline to act on a suggestion to visit Hobart ; the 
proposal was made in your own interest, and not for any other purpose. Delay in settlement has arisen 
through your own inaccuracies. When you furnish a correct statement of your claim any balance that may 
be found due to you will be paid immediately. 

I have, &c. 
J. E. PACKER, Unde1· Treasu1·er.· 

HEDLEY BUTTON, Esq., Launce.ston. 

17th May, 1893. 
DEAR -SIR, 

IN reply to your favour of the 13th instant, I would point out that voucher ll26 was prepared by and. 
forward1;Jd to me from Mr. Huxtabl~'s office simply br me to sign and return, and he said it was neces
sary for me so to do to carry on and receive payments, as named in my last. 

Your suggestion for me to visit Hobart cannot be anted upon at once, as matters now in hand here will 
likely detain me for some days, but I shall be glad to go into the matter with Mr. Henry at an early date. 

Yours, &c. 
J. E. PACKER, Esq., Hobart. HEDLEY BUTTOl\L 

Launceston, 8th June, 1893. 
JonN HENRY, Esq., Hobart. 
DEAR SrR, · 

SINCE our conver.sation of a few days ago I have gone over accounts referred to in connection with 
Stationery contract, and now hasten to advise you that with regard to Berean shipment your statement is 
perfectly correct, and though the amount passed is not the highest it is the correct London cost, whilst the 
high one is at a rate which includes duty and all other ex_?enses. I hope to be in Hobart in a few days 
and ph1ce before you such information as I trust will remove any prejudicial impression you may have 
1·eceived. 

I may add that I feel so deeply the unpleasant positi::m in ~vhich I have been placed that I have 
written 10 the colonial representative of the firm in questi,Jn that he may be in attendance at an early date. 

Yours faithfully, 
HEDLEY BUTTON. 
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MEMO. from Wiggins, Teape, & Co., Sydney. 
7flt July, 1893. 

I VERY much regret I have been unable to leave Sydney, and cannot, I am afraid, get away until.· 
Mr. Turn's return, which I hope will be in about three, weeke from now. I will write yon as soon as I 
can make definite arrangements. With kind regards, ' 

HEDLEY BUTTON, Esq. 

JOHN HENRY, Esq., Hobart. 
DBA.R SIR,· 

Yours truly, 
H. W. MIDDOWS. 

Utli J~ly, 1893 •. 

_ I HAVE jus~ had a line from Mr. Middows (Messrs. Wiggins & Teape's Colonfal Representative), 
-which I now enclose. My delay in visiting Hobart has simply been to let W., T., & Co. explain, but if 
:y_:ou can spare the time this week I will come down by Express on Wednesday (the 12th), as already much 
time has elapsed. 

Shall be glad if you would kindly wire me in event of delay being necessary. 

Yours faithfully, 
HEDLEY BUTTON_ 

TELEGRAM. 

H. BUTTON, Esq., Launceston. 
12tlt July, 1893 .. 

SHALL be ready to meet you to-morrow if you could come by Express to-day. 
JOHN HENRY .. 

MEMO. for Mr. Coombs.-
Office ef St01·es, Hobart, 17th July, 1893 __ 

WILL Mr. Coombs be good enough to report to me on the quality of the articles received from Mr. 
Hedley Button in connection with his Contract for 1893 in comparison with those of Contract for 1892 and 
previous English Contracts. This refers specially to the articles set forth in Schedules 3, 4, and 7. 

HUGH HULL, Acting St01·el1eepe1·. 

[Endorsement.] 
& Contracts for Stationery. Envelopes supplied by Mr. Button are of a superior quality to those 

supplied by Messrs. Cowan & Sons, and nearly equal to those supplied by Messr1:1. Waterlow .& Sons •. 
General Stationery.equal to that supplied by Messril. Waterlow & Sons, and superior to that supplied by 
Messrs. Walch & Sons, with the exception of the paper (printer's paper), samples of which were wt:ighed 
and are of average weight. · 

C. COOMBS, Storeman .. 

Office ef Stoms, I8t!t July, 1893. 
Sin, . , 

I HAVE to report that Mr. Hedley Button called upon me on Saturday, stating that you wished for an 
,expression of opinion from me as to the quality of the various articles comprised in his contract in compari
son with Melb!)urne and EnP-lish supplies, and which I now furnish. 

Schedules 3, 4, and 7 represent articles of general issue, and a1·e in some instances superior to l\'Iel-
bourne contracts and quite equal to English supplies. . 

Schedules 2, 5 and 6 represent entirely Government Printer papers and sundries, but owing to the 
very large stock on hand of 1891 supplies hav_e only recently been opened up ; but the Government Printer · 
"!'eports that, with the exception of binder's purple cloth, the articles are quite equal to what has been 
supplied from other sources. . . 

l may state that every article' was closely examined with schedules and found satisfactory, the various . 
printing papers weighed, and small stores compared with samples. 

A statement is attached showing a few of the principal items in their relative positions to other con
tracts as far as value is concerned. 

In regard to the payment of accounts, each one as it came forward was thorou"'hly checked by the 
Audit Department and located to it!S correct heading, either at "Fixed," "Average," 

0

or "Invoice" rates-• 
prior to transmission to Treasury_for payment. 

I have, &c. 

Tlw Hon. tlte Treasure1·. 
HUGH HULL, Acting St01·e!teepe1' .. 



. English. 

14/2 

Envelopes, Foolscap. 
Melbourne. Mr. Button. 

7/3 8/2 

SCHEDULE 3. 

English • 

8/4 

8CHEDU:.E 5. 
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Envelopes, Letter. 
Melbourne. Mr. Button. 

4/6 5/-

Paper, D. F. Blue, Printing. Paper, D. F. White, Printing. 
English. Melbourne. Mr. Button. English. Melbourne. Mr. Button. 

13/2 rm. 9/3 rm. 9/8 rm. 8/6 1·m. 6/2½ rm. 7/lft rm. 
Paper, Double Demy, White, Printing. 

English. MelbournE. Mr. Button. 
14/2 rm. 10/4¾ rm. 12/- rm. 

English. 
14/6 rm. 

SCHEDULE 6. 
Paper D. F. Ruled. 

Melbourne. Mr. Button. 

7 /4¾ rm. 8/51 rm. 

SCHEDULD 7. 
Paper, Blotting, White. Paper, Brown, Large. 

English. Melbourne. Mr. Button. English. Melbourne·. Mr. Button. 
15/5 rm. 13/2 rm. 14/- rm. 27 /4 1·m. 26/9 1·m. 25/4 rm. 

The Storekeeper will make up a full statement showii:g in detail the various lines of stationery supplied 
c•by Mr. Button which are of superior quality to that supplied by Melbourne tenders, and the difference 
;in value expressed in total as well as in detail. 

JOHN HENRY. 
19. 7. 93. 

Forwarding statements showing articles selected from various Schedules for which Mr. Button appears 
·to have paid higher prices than necessary, owing .to his not being possessed of the information as to the extent 
·.and limit of his buying powers in comparison with Melbourne tenders. The Acting Storekeeper regrets 
that he is unable to furnish .the informRtion required as to the superiority of quality of papers compared 
·with those supplied by Melbourne firms, owing to the fact ~hat to do so would require the services of a 
•qualified expert, which the Acting Storekeeper is not. The Government Printer, whose articles of 
,stationery are largely represented in the returns, also states that he is not in a position to judge of the 
,respective qualities of Mr. Button's _papers in comparison wrth those of Melbourne contractors. 

HUGH HULL, Acting Storelteeper. 
·.The Hon. the Treasw·er. 22. 7. 93. 

WILLIAl\I GRAHAME, JUN., 
GOVERNMENT PRINTER, TA&'lfANIA. 


