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SELECT COMMITTEE appointed, on the 18th August, 1893, to enguire -into
and report upon the Papers and Correspondence relating to Mr. H. Button's
Contract for Stationery. '

MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE.
M=zr. TREASURER. i M=z. DUMARESQ,.
Mgr. A. IvcLis-CLARK. i Mr. WooLLNOUGH. .
MR. MACKENZIE. ' Mgr. M‘Carr. (Mover.)
Mnr. REIBEY.

DAYS OF MEETING.

"Weidnesday, August 28; Wednesday, September 13; Thursday, September 14; Thursday, October 19; Friday,
October 20.

WITNESSES EXAMINED.

Mr. ®. Hull, Acting Colonial Storekeeper; Mr. W. Lovett, Auditor-General; Hon. B. 8. Bird, M.H.A.;
Mr. Hedley Button, Launceston ; M=, J. W, Israel, Deputy Auditor-General.

.EXPENSES OT WITNESS.
My. Hedley Sutton, £4 3s. 6d.

REPORTM.

Your Committee have the honor to report that they have given their most earnest attention to the
question submitted to them by your Honorabl= House. oo

That they have obtained and duly considered all evidence, oral and documentary, which was
available in the Colony. ~ :

That much of the evidence obtained is of a conflicting nature, and that the inconsistencies in
such evidence can only be reconciled by the ypresence and examination of the Colonial Storekeeper,
Mr. C. H. Huxtable, now residing in South Australia, and whose return during the present Session
is doubtful.

Under these circumstances your Committee have the honor to present the collected Evidence,
with Appendices, to your Honorable House to be dealt with on a future occasion, should it be
deemed " necessary. ‘ ‘ ‘ '

J. M:CALL, Chatrman.

Committee Room, 13th October, 1898.
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MINUTES OFE PROCEEDINGS.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 23, 18’93.
The Committee met at 11 A1, :
Present.—Mr. Dumaresq, Mr. Mackenme, Mr. Woollnough, Mr. Tleasurel Mr. M‘Call (Mover.)
Mr. M‘Call was voted to the Chair.

Ordered, That all Papers and Correspondence in cofmection with the case under enquiry be printed. Vide
Appendix A

Resolved, That the following witnesses be sumnmoned on dates to be hereafter determined by the Committee :
Mr. H. Hull, A(,tmtr Colonial Stoxekeeper Hon. B. S. Bird ; The Auditor-General ; The Deputy Auditor-General ;-
Mr. Hedley ‘Button.

The Committee adjourned till a date to be hereafter determined by the Chairman.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 1893.
The Committee met at 11 A.p1. ’
Present.—Mr, Dumaresq, Mr. Mackenzie, Mr. Treasurer, Mr. Woollnough, Mr. M*Call (Chairman).
The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed.
Mr. Hugh Hull, Acting Colonial Storekeeper, was called in and exummed
Mr. Hull withdrew. -
Mr. William Lovett, Auditor-General, was called in and exammed
Mr. Lovett withdrew. o
At 12-50 p.30. the Committee adjourned until 11 A.M. on Thursday, the 14th instant.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 1893.
The Committee met at 11 A.31.
Present. Mr. Woollnourrh Mr. Treasurer, Mr. Mackenzw, Mr. M‘Call (Chairman).
The Minutes of_ the last Me-etmg were read and confirmed.
Mr. Hedley Button was called in and examined.
Mr. Button withdrew.

Mr. Woollnough p]aced on record his appreciation of the satisfactory manner in which Mr. Button had given:
his evidence.

A memorandum was read from the Acting Coloniul Storekeeper asking for permission to correct his statement
as to the value of stationery in store from £6000 to £12,013. (Statement corrected accordingly.)

The Committee, at 12:45 p.11., adjourned till a date to be hereafter determined by the Chairman.

1

'I‘HURSDAY OCTOBER 19, 1893.
The Committee met ut 11-35 A.»6.
Present.—Mr. Dumaresq, Mr. Mackenzie, and \Ir MeCall- (Chaum'm)
The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed.
The Committee deliberated.
Mr. John Israel, Deputy-Auditor, was called in and examined.
Mr. Israel withdrew.
The Committee deliberated.
The Committee adjourned until 11-30 A.M. on Friday, 20th October.

: , FRIDAY, OCTOBER 20, 1893.

- The Committee met at 11-30 a.n. ’

Present.—Mr. Mackenzie, Mr. Dumaresq, Mr. Woollnough, and Mr. M‘Call (Chairman).
The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed.
The draft Report was tabled and agreed to.

Accounts paid—Claim of Mr. J M¢Willjams for transcription of Appendlx A, £5; Mr. Hedley Button,.
expenses, £4 3s. 6.

‘The Committee adjourned sine dic.

\
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EVIDENCE.

WEeDNESDAY, SEPIEMBER 13, 1893.
MR. HUGH HULL, called and examined.

1. By the Chairman.—What is your name? Tlagh Haull.
2. What are you? Acting Storekeeper.
3. Do you know the subject that this Select Committee has been appointed to enguire into? Yes.

4. Will you state all you know of the circumstaiices leading up to the contract between Mr. Hedley
Button and the late Government for the supply of stationery?. The first time I knew anything of the
matter was in. 1891, when Mr. Button approached the Government on the subject of supplying the Public
Service with stationery, and pointing out that a very considerable saving might be effected by obtaining the
supplies nearer home than had been the custom. He Lad an interview with Mr., Bird, which resulted in
his being referred to Mr. Huxtable, the Colonial Storekeeper, to get the necessary information in regard to
our requirements. It just bappened then that we were preparing an estimate of the quuntity of stationery
required for the service of 1892, and a rough statement of the articles required was furnished to Mr.
Button for the insertion of the prices at which he coulc supply the Government. This was filled up and
presented to the Treasurer for inspection, but the document did not give sufficient informiation, and was
therefore returned to the office to be worked out in a more elaborate form : each article with its rate and
amount was to be shown, also a comparison between the prices of the article in England and the price asked.
forit by Mr. Button. This resulted in Mr. Bird deciding to call for tenders for stationery from persons.
in the colony or colonies, and the necessary schedules were prepared and circulars sent to the various local
stationers, and also to Melbourne houses. A number of tenders were received, and the Tender Board
met in due course on 15th July, 1891, I think, to discuss them. They were all set forth in a schedule
showing the names of the tenderers and the various rartes they charged. The Board met in the morning
and adjourned, sending the papers back to be looked into and put into motre shipshape form, as it wis the
first time these matters had been dealt with, and we were all new to it. At last, when the Board met,
certain tenders were accepted from Melbourne and local firms, but none from Mr. Button. The amounts
of kis schedules were so enormously in excess of the Melbourne and local prices that he really stood no show
whatever. Beyond this point I am not able to speak with any degree of certainty, but I believe’ that Mr..
Button submitted an amended set of schedules which showed a very considerable reduction on those first
placed in the tender-box. I would like to say here thas that meeting of the Tender Board I have referred to
was the first and only appearance of the Board in this matter at all. '

5. Do you know the date of this meeting? The Board met on July 17th, 1891, when the tenders.
were received and opened. It then adjourned to 3 p.x. of the same afternoon when the foilowing tenders:
were accepted :—No. 1, Propsting and Robey ; Nos. 2and 8, Cowan and Sons ; No. 4, Sands and M‘Dougall ;.
No. 5, J. Spicer and Sons; Nos. 6 and 7, Wm. Detmeld ; and No. 8, Walch and Sons.

6. I see all the schedules with the exception of No. 4 ave initialled “ B.S.B.”—in some cases with a.
query. Do you know anything of that? I am not able to say anything of what that query is for. The
reason why No. 4 is not initialled is that when the invitation to tender was sent to the other colonies the-
Treasurer decided that Schedules Nos. 1 to 4 (account books and general stalionery) were not to go cutside
the colony. But Messrs. Sands and M¢Dougall were permitted by the. Colonial Storekeeper to submit a
tender, and the Board approved of it, but it was not in accordance with the notification, and it would have
been irregular to have given them the contract, especially as other Melbourne firms were debarred in the
terms of the notice. After July 17th the Tender Board had nothing more to do with the matter, and all
that took place was between the Colonial Storekeeper aund the Treasurer. !

7. You know nothing more of the matter, of your own knowledge, until Mr. Button's supplies came-
forward ? No.

8. And then how were you off for stationery? The supply of stationery by Mr. Button in 1892
was decidedly premature; it could have well stood over for another twelve months or longer, as 1 can show
you; I have papers here which give convineing proof of that. There was no necessity whatever for it. -

9. What was the quality of the goods ? The quality is excellent, and will bear favourable comparison
with the English article, and is in many cases superior to the Melbourne and local articies. The goods
were all well packed and the papers well up to weight, many of them being in excess of the schedule
weight, and, with one or two very small exceptions, the articles were all of a very superior quality.

'10. Have you any idea how it is that we are spending so much movre than is necessary in England for-
stationery ? No, I don’t know how that is. From 1874 to 1891, the period during which I have been in
the office, we have been in the habit of obtaining a statsment of the requirements of the Public Service, and
forwarding it to the Agent-General with patterns, and he obtains the goods by tender, and we receive:
them. They have been obtained almost wholly from Messrs. Waterlow and Sons since 1878.

~11. Did not Mr. Button approach the Government and point out the possibility of effecting a large
saving to the colony in obtaining stationery? My own opinion in reference to the matter was that one of’
the points in giving Mr. Button these schedules was that it was intended to provide a large amount of work
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in the colony, and keep a large number of tradespeople at work at bookbinding, envelope-printing, and
paper-ruling. That was considered a very important point, but it was not car rled out at all as fal as I
know, so there was no saving in that respect.

12. We have to thank Mr Button for pointing out hotv a large saving could be affected in purchasing
-our supplies of stationery? Certainly.

13. Are you aware, from the Colonial Storekeeper or the Treasurer, whether the latter was influenced
by thig fact in giving Mr. Button the schedule? No, I have no Lnowlecloe on that point. I was as
surprised as 1 could possibly be when I heard that the contract was given to hlm because it has been my
duty to arrange for the supplies of the Public Service, and if I had been asked the question as to whether
these things were necessary or not, I should have replied that they certainly were not.

14. Would you consider you were doing yvour duty to the colony if you gave a contract in which it
aight be necessary to pay an additional amount {0 z anyone who put you in “the way of saving large sums ?
Anyone who shows a direct route to economy is deserving of some consideration. Mr. Hedlev Button was
undoubtedly the first to move in the matter, and the san&r as shown between the Melbourne tenders and
‘the English prices is very substantial.

"15. By Mv. Machenzie—The Board of Tenders did not accept ) Mr. Button’s tenders, as they were
-all too high? Yes, they were all very much in exceéss of the others. '

16. And tenders were invited after Mr. Button had told the Government that he would be able to
:supply.them at a cheaper rate than the English prices? Yes.

17. They were all rejected? Yes.

18. You did not call for tenders again? No.

19. By My. Woollnough.—Did the idea-of getting cheaper goods - originate w1th Mr. Button? He
-was the first, that T am aware of, who brought the matter under the notice of the Government.

20. Your knowledge ends with the Board’s deahnn with the matter? With the final acceptance of the
‘tenders by the Board. - .

21. Are you aware whether or not there was any gradual increase in the prices charged for these
supplies it London before Mr. Button came on the carpet? No, Sir. The prices oharged by Waterlow

-and Sous for the stationery was almost the same from year to year; there was little or no difference.

22. Their prices were always higher than the prices shown to be obtainable by Mr. Button and
-ultimately accepted ?  Yes.

23. The Government was not at all committed to Mr. Button, or they would not hive advertised for
itenders? No, it was open to everyone.

24. The situation is this:—Mr. Button brought the idea before the Ministry, and upon that, without
-any further arrangement with Mr. Button, tenders were called for? Yes.

25. After the tenders were before the Board, you have no knowledge of what happened? No, [ am
‘not able to speak of what follows after that.

26. By Mr. Henry.—Can you give us any approximation of the value of the stationery in the Store
in August of. last vear? Stock was taken in September, but I have not the figures. I should say it must
‘have been about £6000.

27. In stock? Yes. That of course would represent the value of M. Button’s contracts and the
‘Melkourne supplies also. Nothing has been added to the stock since.

28. What is the value of the stock of stationery now? T think itis about £12,913. The value of the
paper I had in'store on 80th June; 1893, was £3970. The paper had been imported specnllv for railway
purposes. It represented a stock of 5000 reams of paper.

29. Do you regard it as an excessive stock? It certainly is in excess of requirements. It was
imported for mllway work and has not been used for that purpose.

30. Can you say what was the value of the stock in July, 1891, when these tenders were called for?
'The value of the stationery imported in 1891 was £1075.

31. That is not the question? No, I cannot give the information.

32. I want to know what stock you had when these tenders were invited? I have not the informa-
‘tion,

33. You invited tepders for what you considered sufficient stock for what penod" To- carry us to
31st December, 1892,

34. You accepted those tenders? Yes.

35. What was the effect of practically duplicating those orders through Mr. Button? It simply
-doubled the cost and increased the already overburdened stock of papers.

36. In other words, at that time you ordered double the quantity ‘'you required? When the contract
was given to Mr. Button double the quantity was ordered.

37. What was the gross amount of tlie tenders appwved of by the Tender Board on 17th July, 1891,
or rather, can you tell us the amount of the schedule tenders 2 to 7,—that will be the better plan, because
certain schedules were given to local tenderers 2 The tenders are as follows :—Schedule No. 2, Cowan &
Sons, £962 12s. 9d.; Schedule No. 3, Cowan & Sons, £504 17s. 3d.; Schedule No. 4, Sands &
M‘Dougall, £537 19s. 01d.; Schedule No. 5, J. Spicer & Sons, £2936 3s. 10d.; Schedule No: 6, Wm.
Detmold, £1015 12s. 2d. No. 6 was withdrawn afterwards and given to Spicer & Sons, and Schedulo
No. 7 was also given to Detmold & Co. at £287 15s..11d.

38. _What do you make the total? £5707 1s. 11d.
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39. These-amounts you have given for Schedules 2, 3, 5, 6, and 7 were the lowest tenders at that time ?'

Yes, they were the lowest tenders.

40. Can you tell us the amount of Mr. Button’s tenders for the same schedules? Yes ; ; they are as-,
follows :—Schedule No. 2, £1555 10s. 4d. ; Schedule No. 3, £978 19s. 11d.; Schedule No. 5, £4314
3s. 7d ; Schedule No. 6, ;bl’?% 10s. 10d. ; and Schedule XNo. 7 7, £489 3s. 7d. Total £0134 8s. ‘3.

41. How much was Mr. Button’s first tender in excess of the lowest tenders for these schedules.?
£3427 6s. 4d.

42. Are you aware that Mr. Button was allowed to anend his tender? Yes.
43. Is not thit a most unusual course? Yes, very.

44. Can you tell us what his second tender amounted to ? You will find it on paoe 3 of the printed’
letters. The amounts for the varions schedules are as follows:—Schedule No. £1301 3s. 8d.;
Schedule No. 3 £763 3s.; Schedule No. 5, £4190 8s. 7d.; Schedule No. 6, £~1698 6s. &d. ; and.
Schedule No. 7 £430 14s.

45. What do you make the total ? £8383 15s. 5d.

46. How ruch was that in excess of the lowest tendars for similar schedules? £2676 13s. 6d.
47. Was that tender accepted? No.

48. Are you quite sure? Yes.

49. Are you sure Mr. Button’s second tender was nct accepted ? No, it was not.

. 50. Have you made yourself acquainted with the whole of the correspondence in the matter? T
have read it through as far as possible.

51. Can you explain, then, why the late Treusurer admltted that Mr. Button had a claim on the-
Government, and entered into a subsequent arrangement with him? Are you not aware from the-
corres’pondence that Mr. Button had ordered these goods from England? No, Sir, I am not.

52. Will you refer to page 7 of the printed correspendence? There is a letter there dated 81st July,.
1891. Will you look at the words, “of course, as I ant.cipated no-kind of hitch, I have ordered line by
cable as promised, and placed other orders by mail to save time, and trust you will be able to arrange-
matters satisfactorily.” What do you understand from that? I do not understand it. :

53. This correspondence is in your department, is iznot? Yes.
54. Those tenders which were accepted were aftemax ds cancelled? Yes.
55. Have you any idea why? No.

56. Was it not with a view of -giving the contract zo- Mr. Button?—does it not appear so from the-
correspondence? Yes, Sir, it does. ‘

57. Was there not a third arrangement entered into? - There appears to be another distinct set of -
schedules presented by Mr. Button, making three altogether, not shown on page 4 of the ccuxespondence

58. Can you teH us the nature of that arrangemen:? No, I am not able to.

59. Cannot you tell us the terms on wlnch this -hird arrangement was made? Noj; I had nothing-
whatever to do with the matter. :

60. All the schedules are in your hands ? Yes.
61. Have you not read the terms on which the gcods were to be supplied ? Ne.
62. Ts it not your duty to see that the goods are received in accordance with contract? Yes.

63. How, then, can you say you know nothing about the third arrangement? In the contract entered’ -
into with Mr. Button at present the schedules bore no figures whatever.

64. Do you know ths terms on which Mr. Button supplied the goods? Yes.
65. What are those terms? That he was to have an advance of 10 per cent., provided that the cost:

of the goods, including duties, wharfage, and all charges, did not exceed the average of the Melbourns-
tenders.

66. What was the effect of that arrangement ?—lid the Colony lose or gain by it? We lost money in.
interest ; £150 of interest was lost on the transaction. :

67. Will you turn to page 17 of the printed correspondence : You will see there a. Return marked:
« checked by Hugh Hull, C.C.” Is that a correct Beturn? Yes, it is correct.

68. Do those figures show the result of the arrangement by which the contract was given to Mr..
Button instead of to the Melbourne tenderers? Yes.

69. Can you give the resulting loss to the counry in figures according to your statement in the corre--
spondence? There is a difference of £874 between the accepted Melbourne tenders and Mr. Button’s.

70. In other words, had we doubled the orcers from these Melbowrne firms instead of giving the-
contract to Mr. Button, how much would the Colory have saved? Roundly, £1000,

71. That is tantamount to saying that there was £1000 thrown away in the purchases so obtained ?"
Certainly.

72. What was the difference between the purchases from the Melbourne contractors and the purchases
through the Agent-General? There was a difference in favour of the Melbourne contractors of £2300.

73. In other words, the same goods cost £2300 more when purchased through the Agent-General ?:
Yes.

74. And you say that the goods you received from Mr. Button and the Melbourne firms were equai?
“if not superior, at least in the case of Mr. Button, o those supphed by the Agent-General? Yes.
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75. Can this great difference in price be accounted for by a difference in quality? No, Sir, not at all.

76. You say that the goods supplied by Mr. Button were in many cases superior to those supplied by
‘the Agent-General?  Yes.

77. In giving the amount of loss at £1000 roughly speaking, have you ‘taken into account the interest
that has been running on against the excess stock ? Yes; £894 is the difference between” Mr. Button’s
contract and the Melbourne prices, and £205 9s. is the interest now lost on the excess stock,

78. You say there was a desire on the part of the Treasurer to give work to local firms? Yes.

79. You have had occasion to see the way in which Mr. Button has been dealt with since I have been
Treasurer? Yes.

80. Has it struck youthat there was any laxity shown on - my part in dealing with Mr. Button? No,
none whatever.

81. (Mr. Henry to the Chairman. )—It has been broadly stated that I have pulposely shielded Mr. .
Button in this matter as a consideration for the support of this' Government by a newspaper he is concerned
in, and it is to obtain a refutation of that statement that I asked the question.

82, (Exammatlon resumed,) By the Chairman.—Will you look at page 1 of the pnnted correspon-
dence. There is an endorsement on the Under Treasurer's Memorandum, signed by the Colonial Store-
,-keeper, where it is pointed out that Mr. C. E. Davies made an offer somewhat similar to the one referred
to as being made by Mr. Button, and was referred to the Agent-General.” Have'you any idea of what Mr.
C. E. Davies's offer was, and what is meant by referring him to the Aﬂent General? No, I am not
-able to say.

83. Can you tell us.whether, after the Colonial Storekeeper was instructed to call for tenders in the
Colony, tenders were invited from the other colonies? As far as I can remember, the instructions from the
‘Treasurer were to call for tenders from intercolonial and local firms.

84. By Mr. Henry.—Will.you look at page 7, because there is some doubt as to whether this con-
tract of Mr. Button’s was accepted or not. Look at the Memorandum signed “B. S. B., 5.8.91,” and
read the last clause: “ Explain that I should not have accepted his tende1 in the first instance if I had
known that his father was not the tenderer, as it now appears he was not.” Is it not clear from that that a
tender was accepted ? Yes, Sir. .

85. Does be not base his claim for acting on this new arrangement on the very fuct that the tender
was accepied, though, unfortunately, the correepondence does not disclose it except in this indirect way?
It appears that a tender has been accepted.

86. As far as vou know there were only two tendela,—the first and the amended tenders?  Yes.

87. Those are the only ones you know of? Yes.
88. And you say the effect of accepting that second tender was to lose £2676 to the Colony ? Yes.

89. Will you refer to Mr. Hedley Button’s memorandum on page 7, dated Ist August, 1891. It is as

-follows :—
Launceston, 1st August, 1891.

SuceEsTions for the consideration of the Hon. the Treasurer :—

1. Order for parchment to be cancelled, except special lines cabled for.

2: Delivery of the whole order to be delayed until July or later next year, 1892. '

3. All articles, if purchased at lower rates than quotations have been based on, Mr. Hedley Button will be content
with a profit of ten per cent. on invoice cash prices. Conditions of old contruct to be withdrawn on com-
pletion of above arrangement ; (,har«res and duty in addition.

HEDLEY BUTTON.

Does not that appear to indicate that there had been a coutract? Yes.

90. Of which you know nothing? Yes, I know. nothing of it.

91. The subsequent arrangement about this 10 per cent. was apparently an amendment of that
-contract? Or a new proposal altogerher

92. But it was a proposal resulting frem the abandonment of that contract? Yes.

93. Is it not clear to you that Mr. Button effected this final bargain with the Government in
- consequence of abandoning that contract? Yes.

94. Tt appears right through that he made it a condition, if he abandoned the contract of which you
know nothing, that he got this concession of 1() per cent. as profit in excess of the prices at which the
Colony could then buy “the same goods? Yes.

95. By the Chairman.—You have stated that it was a very unusual thing ‘for anyone to amend their-
-tenders. Is it an unusual thing for tenderers to make an offer to the Government after the tenders are

“finally disposed of by the Tender Board? i

96. There is nothing to show that there was anything dishonorable in connection with this alteration
“in Mr. Batton's tenders? No, not at all.

97. Itis simply an offer, not exactly an amendment of the tender? Yes.

98. On page 1 there is the following Memo. ﬁom the late Treasurer to the Colonial Storekeeper —

Colonial Storekecper.
It scems to me that we might with advantage gét this done in the Colony. Will you preparc at once un
~advertisement with all necessary pas ticulars, which can be forwarded to such persons as are likely to tender in the

Colony ?
B. S. BIRD.
12. 6. 91.

99. Do yon know whether he went outside the Colony? Yes.
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100. By Mr. Woollnough—Mr. Button’s first tender was in excess of the total of the Melbourne
tenders to the extent of £3427 6s..4d.7 Yes. : ‘

101. And his amended tender was in excess £267€¢ 13s. 647 Yes.

102. The excess in the firsi tender amounts to 50 per cent. or thereabouts ? Yes.

103. And the excess in the amended tender amounts to 20 per cent.? Yes.

104. Do you know whether the amended tender was accepted or not by Mr. Bird?  Yes, four schedules .
were. ,

105. That tender was not acted upon by Mr. Bird, on account of Mr. Button’s father refusing to go.
in for it? Yes. . : .
106. Then the amended tender was abandoned ? Yes. V

107. Mr. Button then says, “Give me a free hand to buy in London, and 10 per cent. commission ?”
Yes.

108. But Mr. Bird says, “No, it is too much, but I will consent to allow you to buy, and give you
7% per cent. commission?” I am not able to speak about that. : :

109. Ultimately, you are aware, Mr. Bird accepted Mr. Button’s proposal to buy with a free hand in.
London, taking 10 per cent. commission? * Yes. :

110. By Mr. Henry.—There is an important question which arises here. Do you say youregard itas a
correct course, when tenders are accepted and dealt with, for either the Ministers or the Tender Board to
receive offers from, parties outside afterwards?—do ycu know whether it is ever done, unless in very
exceptional cases? I know of an instance that occurred within the last two or three years, in this way:
a tender had been accepted for sugar, and a rejected tenderer made an offer to the Government to supply
sugar. The question was referred to the Colonial Storekeeper, and he accepted it.

111. Above the price of the accepted tender? Oh no, not above the price.

112. Suppose a certain number of tenders are received, and the Tender Board accept such tenders as .
they think best, say the lowest: after they have decidec, would you say it was a fair and correct course
for the Government to go ouiside and accept offers from other parties or competing tenderers? I do not.
approve of it myself, but it has heen done.

113. Tell me the circumstances under which it has Seen done? About three years ago we ‘ accepted a
tender for sugar, and M‘Gregor Brotliers, who were unsiccessful tenderers, made an offer to the Govern-
" ment of five or six tons of a cheaper line, and the offer was submitted to the Colonial Storekeeper.

114. It would be competent for the Treasurer, notwithstanding the advice of the Tender Board, to
buy privately in the Colony if he could do better that way? Obh, yes. -

115. Would you consider it a right thing to throw over.the lowest tenderers and select one of the
highest tenderers, and give him the preference? Certainly not.

116. By Mr. Woollnough.— Has that ever been doze in your experience? No.

117. By Mr. Henry.—You are aware that it was at first decided to accept these Melbourne tenders?
Yes, in so far as the decision of the Board of Tenders was concerned. ' ~

118. And you are-aware also that those tenders were afterwards cancelled? Yes, in reference to
two schedules only,—No. 4, Sands and M‘Dougall; No. 6, Detmold and Sons. '

MR. WILLIAM LOVETT, called and eamined.

119. By the Chairman.—What is your name ? William Lovett.

120. What are you? Auditor-General of Tasmania.

121. You have recently had the accounts in connect-on with the stationery contract-of Mr. Hedley
Button before you? Yes. , .

122. Will you inform the Committee whether those accounts were found satisfactory? They were not
altogether satisfactory. ' :

123: Does he claim too much? There was an excessive claim made by Mr. Button, which was
reduced upon examination in my office.

124. Upon what did Mr. Button base his claim? I understood that he based his elaim on a contract
accepted by the late Treasurer, Mr. Bird. .

125. Is the document shown on pages 9 and 10 of tae printed correspondence the contract you refer
to? Itisa copy of the contract that reached my office.

126. Under that contract Mr. Button is entitled to the cash value in London of the goods supplied
with 10 per cent. addition? Yes, provided that it did no: exceed the average of the Melbourne tenders.

127. He was entitled to a sum of money that should not exceed the average of Melbourne tenders
wjth 10 per cent. added ?  Quite so. ’

128, If he could buy in the Colony cheaper, was he entitled to doso? I presume so.

129. Even if he purchased considerably under the Melbourne prices? I would like to read the

contract ; I don’t think so. I think, under the terms of tae contract, he was only entitled to charge English
prices, provided they did not exceed the average of the Melbourne prices.
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_ .. 180. He would not be entitled to charge the Colony extra? No ; he.was simply buying on com-.
mission and selling to the Colony, as he was bound under his contract to do, at a certain price. “Under the
terms of the contract I do not see that he was an agent in any way ; he was a contractor only.

131. Are you awure that, under this contract, it has been contended that Mr. Button is entitled to get
for these goods an amount equal to the average of Melboutne. tenders, with 10 per cent. added ? I am not
aware of it. I think he made a claim in that way, but I don’t know that he has positively contended that
he was so entitled. T think he has given way on the matter being shown to him clearly according to the
idea the Audit Office held in the matter—that he was only entitled to the English prices if they did not
exceed the ayerage of Melbourne prices, and on the other hand if they were above the average Melbourne
prices he was bound to accept payment at the lower prices.

132. Has he accepted the decision of the Audit Office? Yes. .

133. Is there any difference now between Mr. Button and the Audit- Office as to the settlement of the
account? I don’t know that there is any difference whatever.

134. Are you; obJectlntr to the.payment of Mr. Button’s claim in-any way? There is nothing to pay.
There is rather something for Mr. Batton to return torthe. Government. upon the accounts furnished.

135. Do I understand you to say there is no dispute. now between the Audit Department and Mr.
Button? Not at present ; there was at one time.

136. Is the dispute, then, settled? So I understand. Mr. Button has agr eed to everything we con-
tended.

137. By Mo, Dumar esq.—What is meant by ¢ fixed prices” referred to on page 10 ? I understand
that to refer to articles for which there was no Melbourne price to guide the Government, and these had to
be obtained at a fixed price.

138. If he bought at a-lower price than that fixed price, might he not claim his 10 per cent. on the
fixed price? No, I don’t think so..

139. Supposing Mr. Button buys these goods-in London-at a ]owel ‘price than the fixed prlce 7 We
have nothing to do with that. That seems to be Mr. Button’s own business. ]

140. Might he not ask his 10 per cent. on the fixed price? No, I don’t think ‘so..

141. Is the 10 per cent. payable on the fixed price as well as on the average of Melbourne tenders?
The fixed -price-is simply because there was no basis to guide the Government with regard to Melbourne,
and therefore Mr. Button was bound to deliver at a fixed price.

142. Without any percentage ? T think so. '

143. By Mr. Woollnough.—Has he ever contended for the 10 per cent. in addition to the fixed price?
Not that I am aware of.

" 144. The fixed price includes the 10 per cent. ! Yes; Mr. Button made no contention for it.

145. Do you know by whom this arrangement was made, that Mr. Button should be allowed to
purchase at the Melbourne prices plus 10 per cent.? I only know from hearsay.

146. By :M~r." Henry.—Do you know the amount Mr. Button claimed from the .Government under
this arrangement of his? Not without referring to papers.

147, On page 28 of the printed correspondence is a copy. of the account I called for. Will you look
atit? Xtis a true statement of the account by Mr. Button,

148. What is the balance he claims ? £595 9s. 10d. is the balance shown as due to him on the date of
that account.

149. And the Government 1emsed to pay that? Yes.
150. And called on him for.a detalled statement of his account? Quite so.

151. Are you aware that he has since visited Hobart with a view of. clearing up .the business, and.
that he admits now that that amount is not @ue to him? - Certainly, that is so.

152. What amount does he admit is really the difference between himself and the Government, as a.
matter of account?. I think.he;admits that there:is nothing .due to him, in fact, that he owes the Govern-

mént £4 18s. 8d.

153. You have had ample ¢pportunity of judging of the way in which I, as Treasurer of the’ Colony,
have dealt with Mr. Button in this matter? Yes, you have consulted me all through

. 154. Have you any, reason to; believe that I have shown any laxity in.dealing with him in this

business ? Certainly not, far from it.

155. There 18 nothing, in my conduct of this portion of the country’s business to show that I favoured
him in any way? Certainly there is not. I think you have acted in a most impartial manner all through.

156. Will you turn to- page 17—you will sce there a comparative statement showing the cost of’
stationery as supplied by Mr. Hedley Button, by the-Melbourne tenderers, and by the Agent-General for
precisely the same class of goods at net cash prices-to be delivered in Hobart? Yes, I see the statement..

157. Have you examined that statement as furnished by.the Colonial Storekeeper? Yes.

158. And are those figures. correct? Yes. :

159. What do these figures show as a result of the purchasing in England as compared with the pur-

chasing in Melbourne ? They show. that if the Melbourne tenders had all been accepted that the total
cost would have been £2500 odd less than the total cost of the English prices.-

160. Compared with the prices actually paid to Mr. Button, what would the dlﬁ'e1ence be? 1t would
be nearly £1700 in favour of Mr. Button’s contract. 4
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161. What is the difference between the Melbourne tenders and Mr. Button’s prices? Something like
£884 in round numbers, ' )

162. That is to say, judging from these figures, it appears that the Colony paid for this particular
stationery £884 more.to Mr. Button than-would have beer paid to the Melbourne tendsrers, and would
have paid £2500 more than the Melbourne tenderers if the geods had been obtained through the Agent-
General?  Yes, that appears so. : .

163. Assuming that the stationery is in excess of ou- requirements, there would be interest on the
stock for the time we held it in excess? Yes, certainly thers would be.

164. In other words, the interest is not included in the £8847 No, it is not.

165. By the Chairman.—Have you any idea of what causes this great difference in the cost of goods
purchased in London through the Agent-General-and those purchased from Melbourne houses? I cannot
explain precisely. My-idea is that these goods are purckased from what are called middlemen, or the
business houses in London, and not direct from the manufacturers. I think that that is most likely the
reason, . : :

166. Have these Returns been made up from actual pirchases or from price-lists? ~ From the prices
which have been furnished, not-from actual purchases.

167. All for the same year in which the Return was made vp? Not with regard to the Agent-General;
that refers to the previous year. . .

168. Does the cost of these goods fluctnate very much from year to year? . Not very much, as far as
I remember. : ,

Taurspay, SepreMBER 14, 1893.
MR. HEDLEY BUTTON, called and examiiied. '

169. By the Chairman.—What is your name? Hedley Button.
170. You entered into a contract with the Government of Tasmania to supply stationery ? Yes.

171. Can you inform the Committee what led up "io that contract? There was really a previous
contract. ' '

~172. 1 mean the circumstances leading up to the first contract? For some time I had been in corre-
spondence and personal communication with Mr. Huxtable with a view to supplying printing, and finding
that there was so much in our line in the way of printing raterial imported, I tried to induce Mr. Huxtable
to arrange for the -supplies being obtained locally. He seemed to think there was no use in trying to
improve upon the means then in vogue in obtaining supplies, and I got very little encouragement indeed.
T then waited on Mr. Bird, and pointed out that there was a chance of the work being done satisfactorily
here, and that a great many supplies could be delivered “rom .local houses quite equal to London goods.
Mr. Bird seemed to be doubtful about the matter, as the Government were then getting their goods through
the Agent-General, and T think he did not see much rcom for saving. However, atter a considerable
time he said he would see what could be done, and told Mr. Huxtable to give me whatever information
about qualities and quantities he could, and then I supplied some quotations for certain quantities of stuff,
just as a guide to what I could do. After that, before he went any further, Mr. Bird said, *“ If you can do
things at this price I think the fair way would be to call for tenders,” and T said I thought so. Tenders
were called, with the result that, I think, four or five from Victoria were sent in, and perhaps as many from
Tasmanian firms. I waited in Hobart after the schedules were in, and when I found that the Victorian
people were in all cases the lowest tenderers, Mr. Huxtable said there would be no use in my going any
further in the matter. I waited on Mr. Bird then, and pcinted out that I thought the object was to see 1f
the work could be done in the Colony, because the supplies might be as-well obtained in Londén as in
Victoria, as no one in Tasmania got the benefit of the work. My impression was that Mr. Bird did not
instruct that the Victorian houses should be advised in the matter. However, T saw Mr. Bird, Mr. Fysh,
and, I think, the Attorney-General, in the Treasurer's Office, I think it was the same afternoon, and I
pointed out at that meeting that I had-gone to a lot of trouble to get ‘these things revised, and the Govern-
ment had been able to see that a large saving could be efected, as the amount they had estimated for the
goods from London came up to £9000, while if they accented the lowest prices from Melbourne they would
have been able to get the same goods, including freight, for £56700. Mr. Bird and Mr. Fysh were both
of opinion that they had got a lot of information from me, and would like to recognise in some way the
benefit the Government had received. To do that they asked if T would be prepared to supply goods here
at anything less than the Agent-General charged, and do all possible work in the Colony, such as printing,
embossing, and account-book making, and, after a little consideration, said I could undertake that, and
would take the risk.

178. At what price were the goods to be supplied? There was nothing definite taen. It was to be
less than the Agent-General supplied at.

174. Do you mean that the contract was agreed to without any price being fixed? My price was not
to come to as much as the Agent-General’s, and was to iaclude duties.

175. But there is an amended tender of yours shcwn on page 8? I thiak, that.came on a little
subsequently, and was to confirm the conditions of the nzw arrangement. Tt was to be less than the first
arrangement, but was also to come to less than the Agent-General was charging, and the price was to
include duties.

176. There were three offers, then? Yes. I[mmediately I got Mr. Bird’s sanction on the terms T have
mentioned, and schedules and samples, and knowing certain goods were wanted by September if possible,
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I sent home to our agentin London a list of all the goods we wanted, with instructions that in case of
necessity I would cable him a word which would signify “ proceed with the order for those lines, and
ship by steamer.” I told Mr. Bird that I would put this. order in hand. About two days afterwards,
on going through the thing with my father before handing it over to him, he said the thing was bigger
than he had anticipated, and he did not feel at home with the stationery, and he was afraid what people
would say about it outside would be detrimental to the interests of the Exzaminer, and he would not have
anything to do with the matter. He said he would write fo Mr. Bird on the subject that night, and I
asked him if] in the event of his relinquishing the thing, he objected to my taking it up. He said, * Well,
if you do, you will have to leave my employ.” As a matter of fact, the thing stood in my name and I
asked that it might not be altered, and ‘signed the schedules with my own name. I wrote to Mr. Bird
saying that as I would have to personally overseer the purchase of the goods, I did not think the thing
would suffer in any way by being allowed to stand as it was, and not hearing from him again for about a
week, put the order actually under way. After Mr. Bird had had my father’s letter for three or four days
or a week, I got a letter from Mr. Huxtable saying that my tender had not been accepted, but that others
from Victoria had. Then I wired, saying his reply had come too late, as I had already put some .of the
order in band, and asking what could be done in the matter. Mr. Bird then sent Mr. Huxtable up to
Launceston to see me, and lie asked me if T would delay the delivery of the stuff, I think for 6 months.
I said that certainly that could be arranged, only the stuff coming forward would have to be taken. He
said that would do, but he did not know whether Mr. Bird would be satisfied. Atany'rate, he made a
suggestion in which he asked me to accept the average Melbourne prices as a basis upon which to arrive
at the cost. . ' '

177. He proposed that you should substitute average Melbourne prices for the tender then accepted ?
Yes. 1 said I did not want to take advantage of the position Mr. Bird had put me in, and Mr. Huxtable
replied that he thought I might count on getting at any rate an advance of 10 to 15 per cent. on top of
these prices. I said I would be satisfied with 10 per cent. on the averages, and Mr. Huxtable returned to
Hobart saying there would be no difficulty in the matter, and that he would recommend that these prices
be accepted, He talked the matter over with Mr. Bird, and wrote saying that Mr. Bird considered 7% per
cent. suflicient. I replied that Mr. Huxtable bad suggested 10 to 15 per cent., and that I thought if T
took 10 per cent. they had nothing te grumble at, as T was reducing the amount and still had all the risk.
The Government eventually agreed to the 10 per cent., and all the documents were drawn up, only the
prices were never filled in. It was agreed that I should be supplied with all .details of the Melbourne
prices, but only three out of four where there were four, and two out of three where there were three, were
supplied to me. Just on my departure Mr. Huxtable told me I could not have the lowest, and that I was
not really entitled to it. I pointed out that it was impossible for me to buy on the average unless 1 was
supplied with the average. M. Huxtable agreed to send it on to the Agent-General’s office, but on
reaching home this list of quotations never turned up. I called at the Agent-General’s for them for fonr
weeks, but they never arrived. In place of them there came a few figures which could be easily put in
writing on halt'a sheet of foolscap, gi\'?in% totals of the whole thing only—the totals of the averages and
the amount of duty payable on certain lines. The Agent-(zeneral gave me a copy of that sheet, and I
wrote to him afterwards asking if it was all he had, and he said he had no more, and that I would have to
act upon the information I had got,—he counld not help me in any way with it. I then wenton to purchase,
as I had already put in a month waiting, and the whole of the goods, except two lines, were purchased and
delivered. The terms that we made I have charged. : ,

178. You-supplied the goods under the contract shown on pages 9 and 10 of the printed correspondence?
Yes.

179. And you charged in accordance with that contract? Yes, I have. I would like to remark that
in the absence of the lowast tenders throughout I had to be guided by the average of three instead of four.
In every case I have kept within that amount. '

180. If you had all the tenders, would the average have been lower? Yes, rather lower. .

" 181. You endeavoured to get them ? Yes, I did.

182. None of your purchases have exceeded the average Melbourne prices with 10 per cent. added ?
No, I think not.

183. You have not claimed to have the right to charge up to Melbourne prices with 10 per cent.
added, no matter what the London price was? Oh dear no!.

184. Then, is your claim against the Government satisfactorily settled? There has been no dispute as
to the goods. There have been one or two lines not sent; but that has been more with the object
of learning the wish of the Government hefore executing. I thought there was a large amount to be
saved on one line especially, and there was no hurry#5:Since then I have never received any instructions
to get these goods. o : '

185. Is there not about £500 still in dispute? Yes.

186. Is the Audit Department satisfied -with fthat claim of £500? I don’t think they are; but it is
only a question of the interpretation of the terms of the contract. The way the terms are written seems to
Jeave a second interpretation possible, and opens the door for dispute. :

187. Will you inform the Committee of the nature of the dispute? It is due to the reading of the
three or four lines at the foot of each schedule.

188. Do you mean the endorsement on the schedules—* The whole at an advance of ten (10) per
cent. on the invoice cash prices in London, conditionally that the total cost of invoices and all charges
and duties (except the ten (10) per cent.) shall not exceedfthe average Melbourne tenders,” as shown on-
page 10 of the printed correspondence ? . Yes. 4 .

189. I thought you admitted that it was perfectly clear? The Auditor-General made several attempts
to interpret it, but it was not until Mr. Israel came that he could pnt the words together.
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190. Your interpretation is that the 10 per cent. is on the cash invoice price in London? Yes.

191. And that then the cost, with 10 per cent. added, and charges and duties, should not exceed the
price of the average Melbourne tenders? The basis is tle average of the Melbourne tenders, and I get an.
addition of 10 per cent. on the London prices. :

192. According to Schedules 24, 3, 4, 54, 64, and 7, which each bear this endorsement, you agree to-
accept 10 per cent. on the invoice cash prices in London, conditionally that the total cost of the'goods, with
all charges and duties except the 10 per cent., should nat exceed the average Melbourne tenders: that is.
to say, you have the right to deliver to the Government at a price not exceeding the average Melbourne
price, with 10 per cent. added. Is that your reading? ¥es, that is right.

193. By Mr. Henry.—Are you quite sure? Yes, from the way the Chairman put it. Taking each
line individually, my price is the average of three or fou-, as the case may be, of the Melbourne tenders.
The commission is 10 per cent. on what that stuff cost ir London. The average is the amount I am bound
not to exceed. My idea is that T have the right to charge one price and that is the average, but, with alk
charges, I must not exceed that. ' ‘

194. By the Chairman.—You claim the right to charge higher prices for the goods than they actually
cost in London? Yes, I claim that I am entitled to the difference. ‘

195. Do you claim that you are entitled to charge more for the goods than you actually paid for them:
at home ? Yes, I have been of that opinion right through. As I pointed out to Mr. Henry, I could have:
otherwise remained in Launceston and have had the goocs shipped to me from our agent at full commission,
saving the expense of my journey to London and back. Instead of that [ seek to make my agent’s
commission and expenses by going myself and being able to buy better. I don’t sez that there is any
other construction than that the person who is able to werk and see something should.get the benefit of it..
If the contract is not open to the interpretation I put on it, the harder T worked the less I would get, and
I would be worse off than if T had not touched the thing at all.

. 196. By Mr. Woollhouglb.—Who first started the idea of calling for tenders for these supplies? T
think it was Mr. Bird. ‘

197. T understood that you in the first instance approached Mr. Huxtable on the subject? That was.
long before anything practical was done. He shelved ms for months before anything practical came of it.

198. You first suggested the idea of getting stationery other than through the Agent-General? Yes.

199. To whom first? To Mr. Huxtable, and after that casually in conversation with Mr. Bird..
After I gave in the prices, Mr. Bird certainly said, “I see something can be done, and I will call for-
tenders.” '

200. Can you tell me what work has been doue in Tasmania in connection with the stationery that
you got from London ? - There has been nothing whatever done. The bulk of the stuff was delivered to-
the Agent-General in London,

201. By My, Mackenzie.—One of the advantages you claimed for this plan of obtaining stationery—
einploying local labour—has not, then, been obtained? The prices were all different when I made that
suggestion. One of the inducements I held out was thet the work should be done in the Colony, but
after that the prices were reduced, first from my original prices to the Agent-General’s, and then from the-
Agent-General’s to the Melbourne prices. The Melbourne tenderers did not do any work here. When
the conditions were altered and delivery made in London; it was impossible to handle the goods again:
when they got here. There was no question raised on that point.

202. By Mr. Henry.—Do we understand clearly that when the Government gave you this contract,
we will call 1t, for the supply of stationery, that there wes not an understanding that portion of the work.
should be done in the Colony? No, there was nothing of the sort.

203. That idea was abandoned? There was no mention of it made.

204. You regarded this 10 per cent. as a reward for the information you supplied? Yes, I did.

205. You say there was a contract entered into fo~ the supply of stationery. You sent an amended
offer in, and practically it was accepted? That is the first.

206. Was this contract put in writing—was thers any documentary evidence of it? I gota note

from Mr. Bird to Mr. Huxtable, stating that he had accepted my tenders—the ameunded tenders from-
2 to 7—and these were to be paid for by 75 per cent. in London, on the terms suggested by Mr. Huxtable.

207. Have you that document? Yes, but not here. '

208. That you regarded as your authority ? Yes, to go and get the stuff.

209. How was it, then, that Mr. Huxtable subsequently told you that another tender had been accepted ?
Owing to my father’s letter having been received. Prior to advising me what thsy had done, though:
of course I had no right to be advised in the matter, they accepted the Melbourne prices.

210. Can you tell us the date when this 10 per zent. agreement was finally completed? Not from
memory ; I think'it was in August.

211. You say that Mr. Birdsent Mr. Huxtable to Launceston to complete this 10 per cent.agreement?’
No, to make suggestions. He said Mr. Bird had sent Lim up to see if he could not arrange the matter on
a fresh basis.

212. Did you regard the Government as under contract to you personally ? The whole thing was in
my name up to that point.

213. You say the Government abandoned the cortract which had been entered into because your
father refused to go on with it? Not at that point. The Government had accepted these tenders to me,
and I signed them in my own name, and got bondsmen in Hobart; and immediately I got Mr. Bird’s-
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authority then I started to execute. Then I felt from .that point .that I was under contract to the
Government personally. :

214. Will you .turn to jpage 6. There is a memorandum there from Mr. Bird, where he says—
“ Reply to Mr. Hedley Button’s letter of 23rd July that as Mr. Button, sen., does not appear willing
to be responsible for the contract which we understood he was entering into in his father’s name, I consider
it advisable to accept the tenders of other firms for the stationery, &c.” Now, I want to know what claim
you could have on the Government in regard to this contract when your father had abandoned it? It
never was in father’s name. _As a matter of fact, I had carried the whole thing along up to that point.

. 215. Then it was your contract? I did not do it with the object of having il for myself, I had been
urqmg my father {o entertain negotiations and try and get the thing ; and, had the schedules come along
signed ready for me to fill in, it would have been father’s contract, and the thmg would not have eventuated.

216. With reference-to the interpretation of that clause in the several schedules, you are aware that the
interprefation of that was submitted to me? Yes, several months ago.

217. Are you aware of my decision in the matter? Yes.
218. Does it agree with-your own interpretation? 1t is diametrically opposed to it.

219. Under your interpretation you claim an amount in excess of what the ‘Government consider you
are entitled to ? Since I made my last statement one or two items have been paid, including ome or two
cases which were in excess, leaving £520 still in dispute between us.

220. Your claim is now £520? As nearly as possible, within a pound or two.
221. Are you aware what position the Government have taken up in this matter? Yes.
222. What is it ? I think the Government have brought me in about £4 18s. on the wrong side.

223. In other words, the Government say you are indebted to them £4 18s. instead of their being
indebted to you £5207 Yes.

:224. Do you still maintain you are right? Yes, quite so.

225. Now, I wish to ask you a personal question. In any of my dealings with you in this matter as,
"Treasurer of this Colony, is there anything that would justify anyone in saying that I have been lenient or
indulgent towards-you? Oh, no; I think, on the other hand, you have taken the cudgels up first class
. for the country ; otherwise the chances are 1 would have had the thing settled before.

226. Was there anything in my dealing with you to warrant anyone in saymtr that I had sacrificed
the interests of the country? Oh, dear no !

227. By the Chairman.—There is one other mattar I would like you to explam You are aware that,
in connection with the passing of your accounts, a certain invoice was challenged? I was never more
surprised in my life when Mr. Henry came to me and told me T had been guilty of deﬁaudmg the Customs.
Nothing ever gave me a bigger shock.

" Mr. Henr y : I said you had been either overcharging the Government or defrauding the Customs. -

Witness : 1 could not believe it was possible, and the only way I can account for it 1s this : through-

" out the various schedules there were fifty or sixty or more little details which T had not time to purchase
from individual makers, besides having no facilities for collecting or packing them in London, so I arranged
with a house there. I was really too open with them. I gave " them a schedule, and told them I wanted
them to collect, pack, and ship the articles to Tasmania, and to do it so that it would come within a certain
price. I gave them a rough idea of the duty, and they went through the matter, and took me round to a
number of places to view the different lines of goods, and I decided upon what I thought would satisfy the
schedule, and these were all collected by the house in April and shipped. The instructions to the firm in
questlon were that they could get 76 per cent. of the value in London. Instead of charging the actual cost
in' London, they made a copy of my schedules and took them to the Agent-General and got 75 per cent. on
them. In the Berean shipment, one of the smallest of the lot, when I was in Hobart my agent in Laun-
ceston got an invoice which happened to be the actual cost of these goods, and not a copy of the schedule,
because, in sending the advice out to me, they sent a schedule. The result has been that there has been a
difference in the value of duty and expenses on the stuff from that particular house. The amounts on which
I paid duty actually exceeded, in some cases, the amount I received for those lines.

228. By Mvr. Henry.—Are you aware that when your agent drew 75 per cent. on that invoice that he
practically got the full amount of the money? He did, but he should not have done so.

229. Instead of getting 75 per cent? He got the full value of the stuff. Practically I am.responsible
for his actions. I recognise that, and, as I pointed out, the interest on the money that has been overpaid in
London is charged agamst me. I have my remedy w1th the house in question.

230. Are you aware that you passed entries on two invoices, and that you paid duty on the goods at a
considerably less rate than you charged the Government for these goods ? “That was all through the same
house.

231. I.am asking if it is not the case ? Yes»it is, but it was their error.

232. T ask a straightforward question. Did not you pay duty on one invoice at a lower rate than you
were then charging the Government for goods? That is true.

233. Had you not got two invoices, one for Customs purposes? O, don’t say that.

234. Did you not get two invoices from your people in London, one of which you used for passing
entries through the Customs, and one of which you charged the Government upon? If you call them both
invoices it is so ; but when you see that one is actually a copy of my order to them, I do not think the
description is quite correct.

235. Are the invoices in existence? I think so. ] .
286. Do you know that they reached the Government by accident? Yes.
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237. It was within your knowledge when you were making a claim on the Government that instead
of 75 per cent. having been obtained, the whole amouat had been obtained ? I was perfecily aware of that.

238. And you never advised the Treasurer or the Colonial Storekeeper that a ristake had been made?
~ Yes, but I felt that as a large amount had been paid o1-one lot of stuff it slmply left less to be received at
this end, and would simply reduce the-balance owing.

239. You admit that the Government, through the fault of your agent in London, we will say, lost:
interest on 25 per cent. of these invoices? Yes, T will admit that..

240. And you concealed the knowledge ? I did not tell the Government, as I admit I should have
done. It appeared to me that I was to be paid at one end or the other, and if 1 got it at one end I would
not get it at the other. It is the only feature about th2 whole thing that-T would alter if I was doing a.
similar contract for anyone else.

Mr. Woollnough.—1 wish to express my sense of the satisfactory manner, under the exrcumstances, in
which Mr. Button has given his evidence.

BOLTON STAFFORD BZRD, called and examined.

241. By the Chairman.—What is your name? 3olton Stafford Bird.
242. You were Treasurer of the Colony in 1891 ? Yes.

243. And entered into a contract with Mi. Hedley Button for the supply of stationery for the
Colony? Yes.

244. Tenders were called for the supply of stationery during 18917 Yes.
245. And certain tenders from Victoria were accepted ? Yes ; and also some from Tasmania.

246. Mr. Button’s first tender was not accepted? No, not in the end ; it was under consideration,.
but for various reasons was not accepted, and the supplies for 1891-92 were all got from other tenderers.

247. You afterwards made a special arrangement with Mr. Button, allowing him to purchase supphes-
for 1893 ? Yes.

.. 248. And you paid him higher prices than was necessary according to the prices shown by the:
Melbourne tenderers? If T remember rightly his priczs were not to exceed 10 per cent. over the average
of the Melbourne tenders. He was to buy in England, and supply goods equal to anything specified, and
the payment was not to be more than 10 per cent. in excess of the average of the Melbourne tenders for-

1891.

249. What induced you to enter into ‘this arrangement with Mr. Button ?7—was it w1th the hope that
you would ultimately get a supply of stationery at a less cost, or was it out of regard for Mr. Button’s-
services to the Colony in suggestung that we might purchase these goods at less than they had been costing
through the old chanuel of the Agent-General? I was influenced by both reasoms. 1 was surprised to:
find that Mr. Button had been at considerable pains to put before me a statement of the great saving that
could be effected between what we had been in the hahit of paying and his proposal, and as my wish was.
to get all the work done in the Colony that could be doae, I felt it was on that ground also desirable to
encourage our local industries by giving the contract to one of these,tenderers, who had been at infinite-
pains to “show us how it could be more reasonably done zhan hitherto.

250. Was there any provision in the contract for tha work being done locally? I cannot remember
that. It was understood that what could be done locally would be so done. :

951. Was any work donelocally ? T am not awaze, as the goods were only betrmmng to be dehveled
a short time before we left office.

252. Did you understand that the invitation to tender would be only addressed tc Tasmaman ﬁlms—-'
you know the bulk of tenders came from Victoria? My idea was to send to Messrs. Propsting, ' Davies,
Button, or anyone locally who could do the work required. Subsequently an advertisement was inserted,.
and answered by tenderers outside the Colony:

2538. Was it inserted in the papers in the other Colonies? I don’t think so, but I am not sure-
about it.

254. Will you refer to the list of tenders. It appears that there were more than two arrangements.
made with Mr. Button. His first tender appears to have been altered to the lower figures shown. Was.
there not some understanding for accepting the lower ones? If I remember rightly it was contemplated
to accept Mr. Button’s tender for certain sehedules and :hen it was found that some difficulty had arisen as
between father and son. -I thought all along I was dealing with Mr. Button, sen. through his son as his-
representative. When the communication came to me that Mr. Button, sen. was not in the contract, I
hesitated about going on in the matter.

255. Did not Mr. Button have an opportunity of amending his tender after tae other tenders had
been disposed of the first time.? I cannot say.

256. Would it be likely that he could have an oppertunity of amending his tender before the tenders
were considered by the Board? He might have found that he could amend the tender before the whole-
was dealt with. I cannot remember when, or how, or by what means the alterations were made.

257. What was your reading of the endorsement on the different schedules, as shown on page 10 of the-
correspondence? "Speaking largely from memory, there was to be a fixed price, except perhaps under a
general rise in prices, which was not to exceed the averege of Melbourne tenders with 10 per cent.-added:
thereon.
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258. Supposing he purchased at a very low rate, would he be entitled to charge up to those prices ?
T should hardly think so. He was entitled to show the invoice cash prices in London, and if they were in
advance of the average of the Melbourne tenders it would be his loss. If not, he would get 10 per cent.
-on the invoice cash prices as shown. It occurs to me here that if there were some articles purchased the
invoice of which was individually in excess of the average Melbourne prices, and others again which
were individually lower, Mr. Button might be fairly entitled to take the average of the whole, because the
condition is that the total cost of all invoices and all costs and duties shall not exceed the average of
Melbourne tenders. For instanee, if one invoice is £100 under the average, and another the same amount
over, I do not think anyone would be justified in making him suffer on the over, and take his advantage
on the under; but it should be on the total cost of all.

269. What was the idea of fixing upon the average of the Melbourne tenders ?—why did you not
select the lowest? The average was upon the lowest in the different schedules. There were several
schedules, so we took the average. :

240. Did you mean it to be the average of the lowest prices? The Colonial Storekeeper discussed
the matter with me, and was as surprised as I was to find what an enormous saving there was between this
scheme and what we had been paying on orders through the Ageni-General. Mr. Button had taken
immense pains to bring the whole matter before us; and while we did not see our way to accept his tender
for 1891, we felt that he was entitled to some consideration. We saw that we would be saving largely to
the Colony as between what the English prices had been and what Mr. Button was prepared to do it for in
this particular way. .

261. Mr. Button’s contract amounts to £894, or practically. £900 more than the same articles could
be purchased for from the Melbourne houses? I did not-think it was so much as that.

262. Was what you have stated all that induced you to give Mr. Button this contract? I know of
nothing else. I felt that he. had put us in the way of saving large sums by getting the supplies in this
particular way, and that he had spent an enormous amount of time in putting the whole business before us,
and had been disappointed greatly no doubt in connection with the 1891 tenders, fully expecting to get
which he had sent orders to England for certain goods, and it seemed to me we were justified in giving him
some consideration.

263. Through Mr. Button’s information you saved something like £2500 in the 1891 supplies, and
-out of consideration for this you gave Mr. Button a contract which resulted in the loss of £1000 as com-
pared with the Melbourne price, though still a saving of £2000 as compared with the old system of pur-
«chasing in London? Yes, and also with the view of enceuraging local industry.

264. But there was no work done in this Colony ? I understood there would be.

265. He put the Colony in a position to save £2500, and out of consideration for that you were
influenced to allow him this contract, which, while giving him something more than need be paid in Mel-
bourne, still gave the Colony substantial advantage over purchases in London? I have some idea that
there were some of the supplies from some of these firms previously, which made us rather doubtful about
the quality being equal to what was specified. I.am not quite clear about that, but I have some indistinct
imprgssion there were reasons of that sort which weighed with us in favouring a local firm instead of an
outside one, ‘ :

266. By Mr. M Kenzie.—Were you aware what stock was in hand at the time you called for tenders
for 1891-92? Not particularly. I only know it was customary to call for tenders or send orders at that
particular time in order to have the stocks in hand when they were required.

267. You did not consider it part of your business to ascertain what stock was on hand before .
-calling for tenders? The Colonial Storekeeper would come and say that the time had come for sending for
supplies. :

268. When you called for tenders and rejected a certain number of them you thought it would be more
advantageous to the Colony to treat with Mr. Button than to call for fresh tenders? My impression was
that we could do just as well with him, and he had been of such immense service in showing us how we
could get stuff so much cheaper that I felt he was entitled to consideration on that account. :

269. Before you took any action did the Colonial Storekeeper tell you that stationery goods were
wanted—it appears there was a considerable stock already in hand? I cannot say now whether he made
any statement of that sort beyond his usual annual custom of coming and saying that we must send orders
for stationery. I took it for granted that he took into consideration what he had and what he would need.

270. He did not come to you in the first instance and state that such goods were required? 1 have
no doubt of it, for otherwise the matter would not have been proceeded with.

271. Did you give any instructions that the advertisement should confine tenderers to Tasmania in the
first instance, or was it by a mistake that tenders came from Victoria? I forget the form of the advertise-
ment now, but my impression is that instructions were given to advertise here, and I was surprised when I
found tenders coming in from outside. 1 don’t think the matter was advertised out of the colony, but I
cannot be sure about that. :

272. One of your objects was that work as far as possible should be done in the colony? That was
one of the chief objects, and one of the very prominent statements that Mr. Button made was that his firm
possessed the means of doing such work. A

273. Were there any instructions in the -final coutract that as much work as possible should be done
locally? I am not aware of that. When the arrangement was made it was on that understanding.

274. T see that in the printed correspondence you made a memorandum to that effect; but it seems
that when the final contract was made there were no instructions given on the subjeet’; M. Button was at
liberty to do as he liked, and did not do any work in the colony ? It may be so.
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275. The final arrangement was that Mr. Button should. be allowed to' buy.on the avérage of the-
Melbourne tender prices?  He was not'to exceed them.

276. You thought that a fair way of obtaining an average that' Mr. Button was not to exceed? It
appeared so, and the Colonial Storekeeper-thought so.

277. But in one case I see that onetenderer in orne line exceeded the lowest tender by as ‘much as .60
per cent., and in that case'tlie average would be much:above the lowest tender; however, the Colonial
Storekeeper and you both thought it would be a fair basis to go-on'? Yes, that-was the case.

278. By Myr. Henry.—Was it not in consequence of Mr. Button’s representations about the lower
price at which stationery might be supplied to this colony that you were'induced to invite the tenders you
did? Yes, certainly, in the first instance. The usuzl way before that had been to send indents home to
the Agent-General. '

279. You received certain tenders? Yes.
280. Amongst others, Mr. Button’s? Yes.

281. Have you any recollection as to what place he took amongst the tenderers, highest or lowest? I
fancy in some cases he was the highest.

232. Would it surprise you to learn that his first tender was £3427 higher than the lowest tenderers
in each schedule? I know he was considerably above them in some lines.

283. Consequently the Tender Board did not advise the acceptance of any of his tenders: have you
any recollection of that? The Tender Board advised the acceptance of certain tenders.

284. It appears that you first approved of the decision of the Tender Board, and subssquently altered
that decision. I want to know if you have any recollection why the highest tenderer was permitted to
amend his tender? I cannot recollect now how they came to be altered. I don’t know which of the
figures which appear in the correspondence were in the tender when it. was first submitted.

285. As a matter of practice, in dealing with tenders would you say it was-a correct course to allow
the highest tenderer, or any higher tenderer, to come in and amend his tenders after they had been dealt:
with?  No. .

286. You would condemn it as wrong? Yes.
287. Did you not accept the lowest tenders after all?  Yes, I think so.
288. They were the Melbourne tenders? Yes.

289. Did you not also at the same time, or about the same time, accept a tender from Mr. Button or
enter into a contract with him? Not for the same supplies,.but for those for a subsequent year.

290. For similar schedules ? T think for similar classes of goods, if my memory serves me, because-
Mr. Button had ordered some, thinking he was likely to get the order for certain lines.

201. Was not a contract entered into with Mr. Button for duplicating these goods for the year 18937
After the tenders were accepted the question arose astc what Mr. Button could do for a subsequent year..
For that subsequent year we made the arrangement you are speaking of. '

202. All the goods obtained through Mr. Button were bought for 1893, or a year earlier than necessary,
were they not? Nota year, because we took special cere that they should not be delivered until the latter:

half of 1892.

203. In duplicating this order through Mr. Butten were you acting on the advice of the Department,
or following your own judgment? ¥ was acting under the advice of the Department. I was in constant
communication with the Storekeeper. '

204. Do you think it is a correct course for a Minister to-expend public money to the extent of £1000: .
more than the same goods could be purchased for elsewhere on the ground of helping local industry ? I
do not know that I noticed there was such a difference as there appears to be. I certainly think the man
who, by bringing the matter before us, shows us how to effect a great saving, is entitled to some consider~
aton. .

295. I am asking if you thinkit is a correct course for a Minister in charge of a. Department to pay
public money to an individual on the ground of prometing local industry ?  Certainly I do. ‘

" 206. Without submitting the matter to Parliament? In many cases he might.

297. There are apparently three tenders from Mr. Button. The first and highest, which was rejected,
the second, which was apparently successful, and then the subsequent arrangement. If Mr. Bulton says.
his understanding with the Government was that if th2 second contract was accepted then so much work
was to be done in the Colony, what would you say? T knew nothing of any distinction.

208. On the ground of a colonist giving the Government information which would have the effect of’
saving money to the Colony, you think a Minister would be justified in paying that individual dn excessive-
price to that for which the goods could be obtained elsewhere, in consideration of that information? I
think it was partially the consideration of the work being done in the Colony which influenced me in the
matter. '

299. It appears from the correspondence as if the second contract had absolutely been entered into,.

“and Mr. Button claims that the contract had been ent=red into, and in consideration of that contract,he go:

the subsequent arrangement? 1 don’t think there was any contract. The whole of the negotiations had.
been going on some time, and no contract had been settled except the one he has been working under.

300. In reference to this 10 per cent. advance, you say, in addition to the 10 per cent. on the average
Melbourne prices, Mr. Button was protected in the event of a general rise of prices in London? If he-
found that the prices had advanced between the time of the Melbourne tenders coming in and when he-



(No. 84))

XViil

would have to buy, so that he could not buy beneath the average, there was that measure of protection;
‘but, barring that, the average of Melbourne tenders was to be the limit.

301. Do you regard this as a commission business or as a contract? As a contract, certainly.

302. By the Chairman.—If this was a contract,, Mr. Button would be justified in conducting the
business through an agent at Home. If he was to go to the expense of going to KEngland, would it not
stand to reason that he went for some profit to himself, by purchasing better and making a greater profit,
having obtained a coutract to supply at a certain price? Ifhe was to gain nothing by purchasing at a
lower rate in London, why did he go there? He was anxious to get the VelV best qualxty of goods, and he
wanted to have some honour and credit in connection with the affair, and by g0m0' Home himself he would
be able to buy to better advantage than by trusting to an agent.

The Committee then ‘adjourned sine die.

Tuurspay, OcroBer 19, 1893.

JOHN WILLIAM ISRAEL, called and examined.

303. By the Chairman.—What is your name ? John Williarh Israel.

304. What are you? Deputy Auditor,

305. You have had all the papers in connection with the contract between Mr. Hedley Button and
the Government? Yes. }

306. Can you tell us if Mr. Button is satisfied with the decision that the Audit Office has come to in
regard to the amount in dispute ? Oh yes, he is satisfied as to the result obtained by calculation. He
-expressed himself so to me. :

307. But he still claims that the Government are in his debt? Well, only in one way: he claims
that he had been induced to supply material of a superior quality than he would have done had he been
given certain information. He does not dispute the figures.

308. Has he not pointed out the reasons for his claim being more than the Audit Office allow? Yes.
~ 309. I understand that Mr. Button claims that he was only furnished with the prices of three Mel-
‘bourne houses instead of four, and in that way his average price is higher than you make it, because you
had the whole number? Yes, that is what he claims, I understand.

310. That accounts for the difference? Yes.

311. The Committee would like to know what proportion the goods to be purchased at. fixed prices
‘bears to the total amount supplied ? The total amount, exclusive of the 10 per cent. commission, was
£6399 0s. 10d., and the goods at fixed prices came to £1195 16s. 5d. out of that.

812. By Mr. Machenzie.—That does not include any commission? ‘No, I have not taken any
-commission into caleulation in the total. : B

318. By the Chairman.—The proportion, then, is 20 per cent? Just under 20 per cent.

314. Did Mr. Huxtable supply you with the Melbourne tenders to ascertain the average? Yes.

315. Did Mr. Huxtable offer any explanation as to why Mr. Button was not supplied with all the
tenders? No, I am not aware that he did. T only know it from Mr. Button’s remarks, and what I
-gathered, of course, from the correspondence.

316. Do you know whether the Agent-General has been in the habit of simply sending on the orders
received from this Colony to a recognised house, or whether he called for tenders in London ? No, I
cannot say what the presént Agent-General used to do.

317. What was the practice of the Crown Agents? They used certainly to call for tenders. X know
that from the fact that the schedules of tenders used to be attached to the accounts when they came to the
Colony. Tn the Agent-General’s time this schedule did not come out. In reference to the question of
Mr. Button agreeing to the figures, I made a memorandum at the time, on the 15th July, that he agreed
and was quite satisfied. He did not dispute the amount arrived at, but was quite satisfied with the ﬁrrures
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The Colonial Starek,eeper.‘

Wirw the Colonial Storekeeper name a time to meet Mr. Button as soon as possible and go. througli &
list of prices he will submit with regard to supply of- Stationery. The prices to be compared with those
at which the Government now imports similar articles.-from England ‘direct. The Premier will be glad
to have this attended to at onece. S B }

J. E. PACKER.

S ' 28. 5. 9L
(Endoxsement.), ‘

" Mr. Batton has attended at the Office of Stores this day, and has quoted his prices for the articles
that form the bulk of the supplies that will be required for 1892. His quotations have been compared
with the cost prices of the latest importations from England (charges included), and also with these prices,
Customs duties added. The results are given on the papers herewith. '

They are incomplete, as Mr. Button is not prepared to quote prices for every article while he is in
Hobart.. Sufficient data are given to enable the Government to decide whether Mr. Button. shall be
requested to complete his quotation on his return to Launceston. His prices compare favourably to him
with the prices of Stationery imported through the Agent-Géneral; but in the event of the Government
deciding to purchase the supplies for 1892 in the Colony, the Colonial Storekeeper would point out that
Mzr. C. E. Davies made an offer last year somewhat similar and was referred to the Agent-General.
Would he not feel aggrieved if purchase were made in the Colony withont inviting tenders ?

C. H. HUXTABLE, Colonial Storekeeper. -
The Under Treasurer. 29. &. 91.

MEMO. from Colorial Storekeeper to the Hon. the Treasurer.
: ' 3rd June, 1891.

ForwarDpING list of prices given by Mr. H. Buatton as those at which he offers to supply Stationery for
the Public Service of 1892. The prices paid for similar articles supplied by the Agent-General, and the
same with Customs duties added, are also given by the Colonial Storekeeper.

To render the comparison complete, the total cost of the whole supply should be computed. Time
has not been given for this to have been done. The Colonial Storekeeper begs leave to point out than an
application made Jast year to be allowed to tender in the Zolony was not entertained. He was referred to .

_the Agent-General. ’

. ‘ C. H. HUXTABLE, Colonial Storckeeper.

TeNDER for the supply of Stationery for the Public Service .for the Year 1892, submitied by Mr. H.
Button ; to be delivered into the Colonial Stores, New Wharf, before the 31st December, 1891 ; to be
equal in quality to articles imported by the Government from England.

[Here follows list.],

MEMO from Colonial Storekeeper to the Hon. the Treasurer.
6th June, 1891.
Forwarding papers connected with Mr. H. Button’s tender to supply Stationery for the Public Service
of the year 1892, : :
C. H. HUXTABLE, Coulonial Storekeeper.

‘ ' Launceston, June 10th, 1891.
To the Hon. B. S. Birp, Treasurer, Hobart. :

Dear Sig,

Kxowina your Government have been importing stationery of various kinds as well as printed books,
envelopes, &ec. in large quantities, and feeling from the extent of our plant and staff to be able to compete
on something like even terms, 1 have forwarded for your consideration prices which, I trust, may prove
worthy of attention and ultimate business result. ' :

The change, if made, would have the following advantages and substantial reasons :—

1. Much labour now given to tradesmen in England would be confined to this Colony in future.

2. If so desired, supplementary orders conld be had from time to time at Schedule rates (up to
a maximum percentage of bulk annwal orders to be agreed upon).

3. Profits would remain in the Colony, the benefits of which are too palpable to need mention.

Trusting the case will meet with your approval and support,

I am, &ec. . :
HENRY BUTTON, per HEpLEY BUTTON.

‘ (Endorsement.)
Colonial Storekeepar.

I seems to me that we might with advantage get this done in the Colony. Will you prepare at once
an advertisement with all necessary particulars which can be forwarded to such persons as are likely fo

tender in the Colony ?
B. 8. BIRD.
—_— 12. 6. 91. ¢
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Launceston, 18th June, 1891.
Colonial Storekeeper, Hobart.
DEAR SIR,

I have seen Mr. Bird, who informs me he has arranged for tenders to be called, and that I should
receive notice from you by post; as this has not come, T am anxious to know when same will reach me,
and at same time to learn when tenders will close.

Yours &e.
H. BUTTON.

P.8.—A wire simply naming date of tenders closing will be appreciated on Friday morning.

Colvnial Storekeeper,

Will you see me this afternoon re the paper supplies and contract. in the Colony.
B. S. BIRD.
24. 6. 91,

Office of Stores, Hobart, 27th June, 1891.

Tenders will be received at this Office until noon on Wednesday, the 15th July next, from persons
willing to supply the Government of Tasmania with stationery as per schedule, in the quantities and at the
time stated thereon :—

Schedule No. 1. Account books, &e.

. Bookbinding material.,
. Envelopes, printed and embossed.
. General Stationery.

Printing papers, plain.
. Printing papers, ruled.
Writing papers, &ec.
. Writing papers, ruled.

Each.schedule to be tendered for separately. Prices, computations, and total amount must be expressed
-on each schedule. As security proportionate to the magnitude of each contract will be required for its due
fulfilment, each tender must be signed by one responsible person willing to become bound for the Contractor.
The security must be completed within a reasonable time after acceptance of the tender, failing whicli the
contrac(ti may be again advertised, or another tender accepted. The lowest or any tender not necessarily
accepted.

WN O U 0

Conditions.

The supplies are to be equal in every respect to the Contract sample or specification. If, on opening
packages after delivery the contents are found by the Board of Survey to be inferior to contract, the
Contractor or his Agent must remove the goods objected to and supply others in their stead, failing which
the supplies may be purchased at the Contractor’s expense, and the rejected goods may be stored at the
Contractor’s risk and on his account. The packages, cases, &c. will become the property of the Govern-
ment without charge. In the event of any alteration in the tariff affecting any of the items included in
these contracts, the Government or the Contractor, as the case may be, will make a proportionate allowance
by way of reduction from, or increase of the price of the item so affected, provided that the duty on such
items has been actually paid.

iB. STAFFORD BIRD, Chairman of the Board.

(Circular.)

Office of Stores, Hobart, 30th June, 1891.
GXNTLEMEN,

I BEG to enclose herewith copy of the Gazette Notice dated 27th June, 1891, inviting tenders for
Stationery for the Public Service of Tasmania, together with schedules and forms of tender, also a parcel
of samples connected therewith.

These supplies have been imported hitherto from England direct, but it has been decided to procure
them in future by local or intercolonial contracts if this the first atlempt should prove satisfactory. I shall
be glad to receive tenders from your firm on the date mentioned in the advertisement, viz., 15th July,
addressed to the Chairman of the Board of Tenders, Office of Stores ; and 1 may state for your guidance
that the duties now leviable in Tasmania are as follows :—

Cloth, Leather, Millboard, Pasteboard, Strawboard .....ccccevveueereereeneeeraenens Exempt.

White and coloured Printing Papers, not ruled, in original wrappers and
untrimmed edges as it leaves the mill ...... PRI SO . 5%,

Other articles, including Envelopes .......ccccovvviiiiiniiiiiiiinnioniinniiin, 1249/,

T may mention that Schedules 1 and 4 will not be circulated on this occasion outside of Tasmania.
Should a contract be entered into with your firm, every possible assistance will be given to your
agent in taking delivery of goods, and in settlement of your claims therefor.

I am, &ec.,
Colonial Storekeeper.




TENDERS FOR STAmonﬁRY, 1891-92.

‘NAME.

J. Walch & Sons .....e..vuees “
Propsting & Robey ............

‘H, Button..oooveviiinivenninnnns

Wm. Detmold

A. Cowan & Sons

No. 1 Schedule.

No. 2 Schedule.

No. 8 Schedule.

No. 4 Schedule.

No. 5 Sch;adple.

No. 6 Schedule.

No. 7 Schedule.

No. 8 Schedule,

£ s d £ s d s d.o| £ s .d £ s d £ s d £ s d £ s d
216 9 6 . — 77012 0 |58 8 1 - — - 585202 14 0
pss 204 13 6 1159 3 6 — — — — 486 16 6 212 12. 6
: 1608 6 5 |
016 gf| 1801 3 5 763 3 0 | 579 1 7 4190 8 7| [181912 9] . 43014 O _
1 [1555 10 4] [978 19 11) |[668 13 4] [4814 3 7]|° [1796 10107 | [489 8 7] | 21315 0
_ 1176 16 2 848 12 6 — 2095 17 4 |Bs»1015 12 2 |Bss. 287 15 11 181 18 7
— |ps3.962 12 9 |msm 50417 3 — 3208 2 3| 1108 7 0 |; 204 311 16515 7
— 1110 14 10 — —  |»sm2036 310 103819 84| 802 510 | 151 5 7
— 1039 2 5 799 18 7 | 537 19 0} 306514 0| 1176 2 5 337 5 2 162 16 5
— — 776 12 6 — — — — —
— — — 603 3 7 — — — —

Note,—The figures within brackets refer to items erased.

(¥8 "OND



(No. 84.)

4.

Colonial Storekeeper.
T wiLL accept the following tenders for Stationery :— p i
S

Schedule No. 1. Propsting & Robey:...ccorvvuaenenns 204 13 6
» 2. Cowan'& Sons.c.eeerevinsnenns veenaaes 962 12 9
» 8. Button....cc.cevieurieriiinuieinneneees 899 8 Y
’ 4., Button...cceeviveeieerecerecceaseseanaas 423 1 9
. 5. ButtoN....cieerrriericesncerenieenanns 2906 19 2
» 6. Button....e.iceiieueemmuciiemnniieeennans 1136 5 4
” 7. Button...cc.cociviieeeienieienieiiannaes 385 1 6
s 8. Walch & Sons .ecevve veveencsvananen 202 14 O

B. S. BIRD

18. 7. 91

MEMO. to Colonial Storekeeper.’ :

WiLL you let Mr. Button have, as far as you ‘can, English prices and particulars of goods which he
has undertaken to supply, and after discussion with him as to arrangements for payment of part of the
goods in London, submit a recommendation to me in regard to the same ?

' B. 8. BIRD.
20. 7. 91.

Office of Stores, Hobart, 21st July, 1891.

MEeMorANDUM recommending, in the event of Mr. Hedley Button'’s tenders for the supply of
Stationery for the service of the years 1891-2 being accepted, that the Agent-General be instructed to pay
-Mr, Button’s agent in London to the extent of three-fourths of the invoice amount upon presentation of
bills of lading ; the balance of amount (one-fourth) to be paid to Mr. Button in Tasmania upon receipt and
approval of goods. The necessary bond to be given by Mr. Button.

: ‘C. H. HUXTABLE, Colonial Storekeeper.
Approved—B. S. Biro. :
27.7.91.

~MEMO. to Colonial St61'ekeepe1'.

AFTER revision of the tenders for Stationery, &c., I cancel my former minute as to acceptance of
tenders, and now approve of Mr. Button’s tenders for Schedules Nos. 2 to 7 inclusive, Mr. Walch’s for
Schedule 8, and Propsting and Robey’s for Schedule 1.

I have informed Mr. Button that his tender for Schedules 2 to 7 is accepted, and that I approve of
your recommendation 7¢ payment in London.

In intimating to Victorian tenderers that their tenders are not accepted, you may state that, although
in some items their tenders were lower than some offered locally, we have found it advantageous to accept
several local tenders for the present year, and that it is in contemplation to invite tenders hereafter for a
three years’ service with a somewhat different classification of goods.

T ‘ B. S. BIRD.
21.7.91.

P.S.—1I advise the preparation of a cleaner record of tenders than that returned herewith, which is so
much interlined.—B. S. B .

TELEGRAM.
‘ Launceston, 22nd July, 1891.

HEDLEY BUTTON.

It is my intention to do all work in the island.

Mr. C. H. HuxrasLE, Colonial Storekeeper.

Launceston, 23rd July, 1891.
Dear Simr,

Since my return I have had an opportunity to discuss matter of Stationery Contract with my father,
in whose interest the whole was sought and concluded, though, from fact of his signed Schedules not coming
to hand in time, was put in bearing name of the undersigned.

My father does not wish for any honor or profit that may accrue ifrom this Contract, and therefore
desires no change either in name or intent of Contract as it stands at present. My father, whilst not caring
- for so large an undertaking himself, does not in any way wish to prevent my carrying out the whole in its
entirety. C
H);d my father not altered his first view of the matter it would have devolved upon me personally to
see your wishes carried out in detail both in ordering and otherwise, so ¥ do not think the interests of the
Government will be served less when I am respounsible both nominally and actually ; and as I stated to you
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on my father’s behalf that my best efforts would be put forth to secure perfect satisfaction from the Goévern~
ment, so I now desire to assure you that every care will be devoted to the faithful execution of the vaiious
Schedules entrusted to my name. : :
1 have the honor to be,

Yours faithfully,
‘HEDLEY BUTTON.
The Hon. B. 8. Birp, Treasurer, Hobart.

P.S.—May I be favoured with all necessary acceptanée notices, &c., and copy of instructions to Agent-
General with regard to payments, at your early conven-ence ?—H. B.

[Endorsement.]
Colonial Storekeeper.

I ;uDGE that there is some doubt on the patt of Mr. Button, Sen., about this Contract, and that he
takes no responsibility. s it wise to accept the responsibility of leaving it entirely with Mr. Button, Jun.?
B. 8. BIRD.
24.7.91.

Office of Stores, 24th July, 1891.
Simr, )

I rEGRET that an accident which confines me-to-bed prevented my waiting upon you on Tuesday
morning last with Mr. Button. Assuming that tende-s will not be settled finally until you have signed
the official notices of acceptance, I feel it my duty to mzke the following remarks :—Very great difficulty
has been met with in arriving al a reasonable estimate o the cost of the various items if ordered through
the Agent-General, the only basis to work upon being prices that ruled in 1890, whilst upwards of £3000
worth were articles for which we had no prices. Mr. Hull has brought me a copy of a statement com-
piled by Mr. Button on Tuesday last, which I assume he produced to you, and which may have influenced-
you in arriving at your latest decision. The document referred to showed that, by giving ths order to Mr.
Button the cost would be £208 14s. 8d. less than ths cost of indents sent home. He may not have

ointed out to you ‘that his amended tenders for articles on which no work would be done in the colony

plain paper, general stationery, &c.) amount to £1767 16s. 14. more than the amounts of the inter-
colonial lenders that have been received for the same articles. May it not be considered also, that if
intercolonial tenders ave set aside on ihis occasion, they may not be proffered if required in future, although
that contingency may not be of any consequence if the (Government determine that future tenders shall be
confined to Tasmanian firms, in which event tenders for 1893 may be prepared at a date’ which will give
local firms ample opportunity to obtain quotations from England on which to tender. .

I enclose herewith a comparative statement showing the cost of .the stationsry under different
conditions, as shown in columns 1 and 2, pointing out thet in the former all the schedules that carry any
work to be done in the Colony would be allotted to locel firms, and the balance to lowest tenderers, Mr.
Button’s share being £2461 12s. 8d., estimated at approximate English prices—list No. 2 being in accord-
ance with your memorandum of the 21st inst.

I have to point out that Mr. Button has reduced Schedule No. 6, as it was found that the duties had
been originally calculated at 12% per cent., instead of 5 per cent., the amount now appearing as £1698 6s. 5d.
in place of £1819 12s. 9d.

" T enclose a draft of a reply to the Melbourne firms n acknowledgment of their tenders, if they are
finally rejected, in accordance with your Minute, pointing out, however, that it does not appear desirable to
make a contract for three years, as the market price of paper, the bulk of the supply, fluctuates greatly.

You will please notice in column No. 1 of the comparative statement attached that all the Schedules
which appear thereon remain as formerly, with the exception of Schedule No. 6, which Mr. Button has
reduced, as stated above. . '

On receipt of your final instructions as to which list is to be adopted, notices of ‘acceptance will be

prepared for your signature.
I have, &-.

C. H. HUXTABLE, Colonial Storeheeper.
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ConMPARATIVE STATEMENT showing aggregate cost of Stationery—TFirst, at the rate of the lowest tenders

" for Schedules Nos. 1,2, 4, 5, 7, and 8 (Nos. 1 and 8 bearing work and being local tenders); and

- second, cost of the same, Nos. 1 and 8 only being given to the lowest tenderers, and the remainder to
Mr. Button at the estimated rates of importations from England :(—

sgféligﬁ. No. 1—Amount. : Name. No. 2—4mount. Nume..
‘ £ s d £ s d
C 1L 204 13 6  (work) | Propsting & Robey 204 18 6 | Propsting & Robey
2. Y62 12 9 (nowork)| A. (_L:owan & Sons 1801 3 5
3. 768 3 0 (work) | H. Buiton 783 3 O
4. 546 19 0 (no work)| Sands & M‘Dongall 579 1 7 H. Button
5. 2936 3 10 (nowork)| J. Spicer & Sons 4190 8 7 ’
6. 1608 6 5  (work) | H. Button 1698 6 5
7. 287 15 11 (no work)| W. Detmold 430 14 0
8. 202 14 O  (work) | J. Walch & Sons 202 14 0 [J. Walch & Sons
£7602 8 5 £9370 4 6
7602 8 &
| £1767 16 1
(Endorsement.)

Colonial Storekeeper. .
I~ view of your accident, which has delayed this business, and also in view of the letter from Mr.
Button which I sent in this morning, I ask you to take no further action ve these tenders until next week.

B. 8. BIRD.
24. 7. 91.

[Copy].
Contracts for Stationery.

Tae fact that Mr., Button, Sen., does not care for such a large undertaking strengthens the view
suggested by the Colonial Storekeeper this morning, viz., that contracts bearing local work be given to local
- firms, and the rest to the lowest tenderers, as per column No. 1 of the comparative Statement, which carries
out the wish of the Hon. the Treasurer to have all work done in the Colony.

Mr. Button, Sen. may be willing to guarantee the fulfilment of the two contracts allotted therein to
his son.

The bond to be given would have to provide for the due return of the papers, &c. handed to the con-
tractor on arrival from England to be ruled and printed; the bills of lading would secure receipt of the
goods in the Colony in an 1ncomplete state.

On Monday next the Colonial Storekeeper hopes to wait on the Hon. the Treasurer, who, meanwhile,
may be willing to notify acceptance of tenders by Saturday’s mail to Messrs. Cowan, Spicer, and Detmold,
of Melbourne ; also to Messrs. Propsting and Co., and Walch and Son. Mr. Button might be requested
to obtain his father’s guarantee for the two schedules offered to him, the bond to contain the conditions
named above. - ’

C. H. HUXTABLE, Colonial. Storekeeper.
The Hon. the Treasurer. 24zh July, 1891.

Repry to Mr. Hedley Button’s letter of 23rd July that as Mr. Button, sen., does not appear willing
to be responsible for the contract which we understood he was entering into in his father's name, T consider
it advisable to accept the tenders of other firms for the stationery. &e.

Inform Mr. Walch that his tenders for Schedules 4 and 8 are accepted ; also Mr. Propsting that his
tender for No. 1 is accepted ; also Cowan & Son for 2 and 3, and Spicer & Sons for 5 and 6, and Detmold
for 7.

My former decision 7e these tenders is cancelled hereby.

B. 8. BIRD.
Colonial Storekeeper. 28. 7. 91.

ForwARDED to the Auditor-General, with Schedules Nos. 1 to 8, through the Hon. the Treasurer.

C. H. HUXTABLE, Colonial Storekeeper.
The Under Treasurer. .

FoRWARDED to the Aunditor-General.

J. E. PACKER, Under Treasurer.
23. 2. 92,
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Hobart, 29th July, 1891. "
DEar Sir, - ' )

I Awm instructed by the Hon. the Treasurer to ackncwledge receipt of your letter of the 23rd instast,
anid to inform you that as Mr. Button, Sen., does not appear willing to become responsible for the contract
which it was understood you were negotiating in his name, the Treasurer considers it desirable to accept.
the tenders of other firms for the whole of the stationery. which has accordingly been done.

I regret that the time and trouble that has been expended by you in preparing the several tenders
has not proved successful. : '
I am, &ec. '

. : C. H. HUXTABLE, Colonial Storekeeper.
My. HEpLEY BUTTON, Lawunceston. ) ' ’

Launceston, 31at July, 1891. :
DEAr Sir, : -

SINCE receiving a letter this morning from the Colonial Storekeeper I have had a éonversation with:
my father, who has promised to write you on my behalf. Of course, as I anticipated no kind of hitch)
I have ordered line by cable as promised, and placed otker orders by mail to save time, and trust you will’
be able to arrange matters satisfactorily. -

o Yours faithfully, .
Hon. B. 8. Birp, Hobart. HEDLEY BUTTON.

. Launceston, 1st Augdst, 1391.
SucaesTIoNns for the consideration of the Hon. the Treasurer :(—

1. Order for parchment to be cancelled, except special lines cabled for.

2. Delivery of the whole order to be delayed until July or later next year, 1892.

3. All articles, if purchased at lower rates than quotations have been based on, Mr. Hedley Button
will be content with a profit of ten per cent. on invoice cash prices. Conditions of old contract to be
withdrawn on completion of above arrangement ; charges and duty in addition.

HEDLEY BUTTON.

MEMO. to Colonial Storekeeper.

IN reply to Mr. Button’s new proposal, state that if he is willing to take 7} per cent. advance on the
average of the Melbourne tenders and deliver the goods not earlier than July and following months o
next year, I will agree tq that. Point out that if the Melbourne houses can do the work at the average :
figures referred to, Mr. Button ought to have a good margin of profit if he gets 74 per cent. advance on
their prices for the work done here. Explain the positisn fully to him, and urge him as a compromise to
accept it. Explain that I should not have accepted his tender in the first instance if T had known that his
father was not the tenderer, as it now appears he was nct.

. B. 8. BIRD.

5.8.91.

- Office of Stores, Hobart, 6th August, 1891.
DEar Sig,

Ix reply to your telegram of to-day, I have to stete that I cannot send you the lowest tenders as
‘requested—they are in the possession of the Law Officers of the Crown. Even'if I had them I could not
part with them without authority, but am glad to furnish you with information that will be as useful, I
think. I send the average of the Melbourne tenders tnder each schedule, classified in accordance with
the duties leviable :—

Free. 5 per cent. .12} per cent.
: £ £
Schedule No. 2 318 T 764
2 3 .. 718
’ 4 538
” 5 3060
s 6 1085
2 .7 , 305 -
£318 £3050 £3400

Hoping that this will be sufficient for your purpose,

I am, &c

C. H. HUXTABLE, Colonial Storckeeper.
Mr. Heprey Burton, Launceston.
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' 7th August, 1891,

To Mr. G; H. HuxTABLE, Colonial Storekeeper, Hobart.

Dzaz Srw, . _ L

© T HAVE yours of the 5th and 6th instant; the former has your offer of 749/, free of all expenses. As
you pointed out when in. Launceston last Saturday, if I agree t6: a 10°, commission on London invoices
I should be making a very large; concession oft prices previously accepted. When you named various rates
from 10°/, to 15°),, I considered 10°/, sufficient if. clear of all expenses, and I mentioned I should feel
satisfied if I.could clear that amount after paying all expenses. My desire is not to exceed the prices paid
to other houses, and for that reason wished to have copies of schedules accepted from various houses (for
eidch, class the lowest tender), and: toserve you fairly I should have every opportunity given me. If I buy
on a commission for the Government the whole matter is altered, and I should be armed with fullest
possible information, else I should have only a copy of my own quotations to guide me in buying. I am
now prepared to accept (on guarantee) an “arrangemeént trom the Government to purchase stationery (at
prices as near to schedules asked for above) on a 10°), (ten per cent.) commission on London invoices. If’
necessary L will pay duties, but the Government to repay same and all other expenses connected with
purchase of said goods. The 10°/, above referred to is lowest T could afford to undertake as an alteration
of existing arrangements. I may say T should much prefer to work the whole at my prices (which are
Jower than the English by some hundreds of pounds) as per schedules now with you, but, as you suggested
last Saturday, the 10/, was a very moderate and reasonable remuneration to accept when contract would
give me much more, and you assured me there should be no quibble 4t this.

As I am bound to leave for London almost immediately, a reply by return will oblige.

Yours &e.

HEDLEY BUTTON,

P.S.—It would suit my purpose better to adhere to my original arrangement and complete bonds.
H.B.

Office of Stores, Hobart, 10th August, 1891.
M=z. H. Burron, Launceston. :

DeAr Sig, . .

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 7th instant, and am instructed to inform you,
in reply, that the object had in view by the Hon. the Treasurer in making you the offer of the 6th instant
was, not so much that of reducing your remuneration (for 75 on the total cost, including charges and
duties, approximate to your own offer), as that of placing the proposed arrangement on a sounder basis.
The Treasurer objects to give any firm the power of purchasing goods in London on account of the
Government at unlimited prices; a limit must be fixed, and a reasonable one appears to be the average
quotations of a number of Melbourne firms, for if they (providing all necessary funds) are able to place
their goods here at certain prices, you ought to be able to place them here at the same rates, or less, you
having the advantage of a cash credit in London to the extent of 75 per cent, of the cost of all goods not
carrying local work. The Treasurer agrees to allow the percentage you ask for, viz., 10 per cent on invoice
prices, excluding charges, conditionally that the total cost of invoices, and all charges and duties (except
the 10 per cent.), shall not exceed the average of the Melbourne tenders, copies of. which will be handed to
you as soon as arrangements shall have been completed. You will understand that this is agreed to by the-
Hon. the Treasurer only with the hope that it may encourage local industry and enterprise.

" " Tam&e.
‘ C. H. HUXTABLE, Colonial Storekeeper.

- _ TELEGRAM.
) Launceston, 11th August, 1891.

SEND to night’s post certain copies of schedules with highest and lowest prices in different columns, to-

judge for myself if your proposals are workable.
: HEDLEY BUTTON.

Colonial Storekeeper.

Hobart, August 14th, 1891.
DEar Sir, . . :

TFoLLOWING our conversation of yesterday morning, and on your -suggestion I beg to submit the-
following proposals, viz :— ’

That all goods that have been specially ordered as per schedules (being required ai au early date) be-
taken on arrival by the Government at my original-schedule rates.

That the order for Quad. and D. Foolscap printing he cancelled by cable, and these with other lines to
be included at 10 per cent. rate, and delivered in second half of 1892.

Schedule No. 4, in which there was only one Melbourne tender to be taken at my own schedule rates.

In the event of the market prices having risen, and so prevent possibility of purchasing at the average
Melbourne rates, such advance to be allowed on producing certificate to the effect from the Agent-Geueral.

Yours faithfully,
o HEDLEY BUTTON..

The-Hon. B. S. Birp, Treasurer, Hobart.
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: [Endorsements.]
Colonial Storekeeper.

I wisH-your opinion clearly stated as to this altered proposal. Can you recommend it as being little,
if any, more costly for the Government than the last offer we made to Mr. Button re the 10°/, arrangement 7

B. S. BIRD.
14. 8. 91. -

THERE is an element of uncertainty connected with the last paragraph of Mr. Button’s letter, from
which he himself does not anticipate any difficulty. In other respects an additional cost of abount £150
may be estimated through orders having been already placed. With this understanding, the alteration is
recommended.

C. H. HUXTABLE, Colonial Storekeeper.
The Hon. the Treasurer. 14. 8. 91.

Nore.—Extract from Instructions to the Agent-General.

“Jx the event of market prices having risen, and =0 prevent the possibility of Mr. Button purchasing
at the average Melbourne rates, such advance to be allowed on producing certificate from the Agent-General
to that effect. This refers, of course, to a general rise, not to any possible inability of Mr. Button to make
advantageous purchases.”

APPROVED.
B. S. BIRD.
14. 8. 91.

Office of Stores, Hobart, 17th August, 1891.

MemMorRANDUM requesfing that a Bond be prepared for transmission to Launceston by this night’s
post for. the due fulfilment of contracts for stationery entered into with Mr. Hedley Buston, Printer and
Stationer, of Launceston, and Mr, Henry Munton Middows, Gentleman, of Launceston, as surety in the
sum of Five hundred (500) Pounds, as per the under-mentioned Schedules forwarded herewith; viz. :—
Nos. 24, 2B, 3, 4, 54, 53, 64, 68, 7. .

C. H. HUXTABLE, Colonial Storekeeper.
The Hon. the Treasurer. -

[Endorsement. ]
The Hon. the Attorney-General,

Mz. Birp is particularly anxious that this Boud should be prepared in time for Mr. Button to execute
before he leaves for England, which he proposes to do on Wednesday next, véd Launceston.

J. E. PACKER.:
17. 8. 91.

ForwARDED to the Crown Solicitor.
: F. STOPS.

Bonbp herewith as requested.
E. D. DOBBIE.

ForwarDED to the Clerk of the Peace, Launceston, with the reﬁuest that he will be good enough to
arrange for the execution of the Bond that is forwarded herewith. Alterations to be initialled. Gazette
Notice to be signed by Mr. Button, and all the Schedules to be signed by Dr. Thompson.

C. H. HUXTABLE.
17.8.91.

BonD herewith returned duly executed.

. "W. HUNT, Clerk of the Peace.
: . 18.8.91.

Cory oF Bonb.
Stamped in my presence.

Tros. H. MAGRATH, Collector.

Kyow AL MEN by these Presents that we Hedley Button of Launceston in Tasmania Stationer
and Lavington Grey Thompson of Launceston in Tasmania aforesaid Doctor of Medicine are, and each of
us is jointly and severally held and firmly bound wnto Our .Sovereign Lady the Queen Her Heirs and
Successors in the sum of Five Hundred Pounds of Tawful Money of Great Britain for which payment to be
well and truly made unto Our said Lady the Queen Her Heirs and Successors we do and each of us doth
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hereby bind ourselves and each of us and each of our Heirs ‘Executors and Administrators firmly by these
Presents. Sealed with our Seals. Dated the eighteenth day ot August in the year one thousand eight
hundred and ninety-one. - . o
Whereas the above-bounden Hedley Button has contracted and agreed with the Honorable Bolton
Stafford Bird of Hobart in Tasmania aforesaid Esquire (being and as Chairman of the Board of Tenders)
on behalf of Her said Lady the Queen to supply Her Majesty’s Colonial Government at Hobart with the
séveral goods chattels and things enumerated in the Schedules hereunto annexed and marked 2a, 25, 3, 4,
54, 58, 64, 68, and 7 respectively at the prices and upon the terms therein mentioned the same to be in the
best condition and to be delivered by the said Hedley Button at his own expense at the Government Stores
Hobart in accordance with the terms specified in the said Schedules but not later than the thirty-first day
of December one thousand eight hundred and ninety-two : And whereas the said Hedley Button has been
required to give security in the sum of Five hundred Pounds for his due and faithful performance of the
said contract and accordingly has requested the above-bounden Lavington Grey Thompson.(as surety) to
enter into the foregoing obligation which- he has consented to do: Now the Condition of the above-written
obligation is that if. the above bounden Hedley Button his Executors or Aministrators do and shall at his
and their own expense deliver the above-mentioned articles at the prices aforesaid and. in manner aforesaid
in the best condition at such times and in such quantities from time to time respectively as shall be necessary
for the due performance of the said contract by the said Hedley Button his Executors or Administrators
then the above-written obligation shall be void or otherwise remain in full force and virtue. ’

Signed sealed and delivered by the above-
bounden Hedley Button in the presénce HEDLEY BUTTON.

of—War. Huxr.

Signed sealed and delivered by the above-
bounden Lavington Grey Thompson in
the presence of —Wm. Hunr. )

L. G. THOMPSON, M.D.

Schedules showing detailed sample numbers; quantities, and descriptions of articles accompany
the Bond. Schedules 24, 8, 4, 54, 64, and 7 each bear the following endorsement :—* The whole at an
advance of ten (10) per cent. on the invoice cash prices in London, conditionally that the total cost of
invoices and all charges and duties (except the ten (10) per cent. shall not exceed the average Melbourne
tenders.” Schedules 2B, 4, 5B, and 6B, are contracts at fixed prices. No. 4 appears to be a duplicate
schedule, the fixed price schedule alone having been acted upon. Each schedule is signed by the tenderer
« Hedley Button,” and the surety “ L. Grey Thompson, "—J. W. 1. '

Office of Stores, Hobart, 17th September, 1891.
Sz, .

I mave the honor to enclose herewith for transmission to the Agent-General, London, copies of
documents relating to an agreement entered into by the Government of Tasmania with Mr. Hedley Button,
of' Launceston, for supplying stationery for the Public Service of this Colony, in connection with which
agreement Mr. Button has proceeded to England, where he will place himself in communication with the
Agent-General :— . '

1. Preliminary proposition from Mr. H. Button cancelling a former agreement and offering other
terms. : o ‘

2. Letter from Colonial Storekeeper to Mr. Button, dated 5th August, conveying an offer from the
Hon. the Treasurer.

3. Letter from the Storekeeper to Mr. Button, dated 10th August, conveying a final offer from the
Treasurer, which was accepted by Mr. Button and carried into effect in the tenders, copies of which are
annexed to the bond. ‘ : ' -

4. Bond with tenders attached. ' .

5. Table showing the averages of Melbourne tenders and the amount of Customs duties leviable in
the Colony. :

I have to make the following remarks :—
Goods named in Schedules 24, 3, 4, 54, 64, and 7 are to be shipped so as to arrive here not earlier
" than the second half of 1892, and are to be paid for at an advance on the cost prices.

Goods named in Schedules 28, 6B, and 63 are to be shipped as soon as possible, and are to be paid for
at fixed prices as quoted on the respective schedules without further advance.

The Agent-General is to pay to Mr. Button or to his order, on delivering invoices, bills of lading,
policies, and other shipping documents, a sum equal to three-fourths of the invoice cost of the goods on
Schedules 24, 28, 4, 54, 6B, and 7, provided that their total cost (including charges payable in England
and Customs duties payable in the Colony) shall not exceed the average of tenders from Melbourne houses
as given in Table No. 4. .

Table 4 has been compiled to assist in estimating the amount to which Mr. Button’s invoices should
be limited in order that the averages of Melbourne tenders shall not be exceeded.

Myr. Button is not entitled to receive from the Agent-General any cash advance on account of Schedules:
3, 64, or 68, as these goods will be shipped by himself to his own order.

The Government has further agreed that, in the event of market prices having risen, and so prevent
the possibility of Mr. Button purchasing at the average Melbourne rates, such advance to be allowed on
producing certificate to that effect from the Agent-General ; this refers of course to a general rise, not to:
any possible inability of Mr. Button to make advantageous purchases.

I have, %c.
‘ C. H. HUXTABLE, Colonial Storekeeper.
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- Office of Stores, Ilobart, September 17, 1891.
 SraTEMENT of the average of Melbourne Tenders fer Schedules 2 to 7, Contract for Stationery, Tasmania.

Gross Average A including
'Numlber of Freig.ht, Insu_ran.ce, Amou_nt of Customs Rate of Customs Net Average, less
Saedules. | GRRE L UPENE | Oomtenstor o Hopasd, | Dutes. | Cusioms Duties
Duties. :
£ s d £ s d. £ s d
2 . 754 0 O & 0 0 12% 9/, 670 0 ©
2 318 0 O Free 318 0 O
3 718 0 O & 0 O 123 o/, 638 0 0
4 547 0 O ¢l 0 0 124 of, 48 0 0O
) 3050 0 O 145 0 O 59, 2005 0 O
6 1085 0 O &2 0 O 5 o, 1033 0 O
7 306 0 O &4 0 0 124 °/, 271 0 O
6777 0 O 456 0 O 6321 0 O
5 Hobart, 29. 2. 92.
Dxar Sir, .

FoLLOWING our conversation of this morning, I beg to state that as nearly as one can judge, the
value of goods recently purchased by me in London for the Storekeeper is £6000 odd sterling (six
thousand pounds), and deliveries take place about next July.

In terms of the arrangement between the Stores Department and myself, an amount of 109, is
payable to me, a part of which I should be glad to use now, and therefore beg you will kindly let me have
a certificate (to the above effect) which I may use with my Banker in obtaining the desired accommo-
dation. -

I am, &ec.
The Hon. B. S. Birp, Treasurer. HEDLEY BUTTON.

REFERRED to the Colonial Storekeeper as to the amount named, and the terms.

J. E. PACKER, Under Treasurer.
20. 2. 920

TrE cash value of Stationery ordered from Mr. Buiton, and to arrive about July next, exceeded six
thousand pounds (£6000), on which amount he is to receive a commission of ten per cent. (10 0/y).

: C. H. HUXTABLE, Colonial Storekeeper.
The Under Treasurer. 1. 8. 92.

Treasury, 1st March, 1892,
S1r
" Ar the request of Mr. Hedley Button, T have the honor to state that the following report has been
made by the Colonial Storekeeper with reference to goods purchased by Mr. Button in London, to be
delivered to the Tasmanian Government in due course :—

“ The cash value of stationery ordered from Mr. Button, and to arrive about July next, exceeds six
thousand pounds (£6000), on which amount he is to receive a commission of ten per cent. (10 ,/%).”

I have, &ec.
J. E. PACKER, Under Treasurer.
The Manager the Commercial Bank of Tasmania, Limited. A

Launceston, March 3rd, 1892.
Sir Epwarp BrappoN, Agent-General, London.

DEar SIR,

1 awm glad to be able to report I have reached home again safely, and thankful to find all very well.
As some goods are being shipped to me direct, and no cash advance is due in FLondon, there will be no
need to advise you of them, but only lines entitled to such advance. I enumerate below :—

£ s d
Spicer Bros. ....cieiiiiiiiniiiiiinnnnn. 1700 0 O
John Dickenson & Co. -coevvnnenen. 40 0 O
Brown, Brough, & Co....c......ec.. 6210 0
H. Hymans ....coovvveveveninnnnininnn. 76 10 0
Wiggins, Teape, & Co. .ovvcivnnnnenn. 950 0 O
Soper & Co. .covvviiviiiiiiniini, - 75 00
B. Lloyd & Co. eoevvnvinniiniinniinnns 900 ¢ O
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There will be a few other lines to add later on ; but I cannot yet advise, as the orders are not placed,
- there being no hurry this end. Trusting all with you is well, and thanking you very heartily for your.
greal kindness and assistance to me while in London, :
o ' Believe me, &c.
- HEDLEY BUTTON.

Office of Stores, Hobart, 6th March, 1892.
MEMORANDUM for the Hon. the Treasurer. :

EncrosING the under-mentioned papers connected with an agreement made with Mr. Hedley Button,
to the effect that the Agent-General should advance a sum equal to three-fourths of the invoice cost of
goods, provided that their total cost should not exceed the average of tenders from Melbourne :—

1. Agent-General’s letter, dated 19th February last, stating that he was unable to make the
advance (except.in the case of certain goods which had been contracted for at fixed rates),
because he had been furnished with totals only, while Mr. Button had divided the various
Schedules amongst different firms. .

C(I)\Piy O}fl' letter, 29th March, Colonial Storekeeper to Mr. Button, and reply thereto, 30th

arch.

Copy of telegram, 31st March, Colonial Storekeeper to Mr. Button, and reply, 31st March.

Copy of Telegram, 2 April, Colonial Storekeeper to Mr. Button, and reply, 2 April, to
which is attached copy of Mr. Button’s letter to the Agent-General dated 3 March, 1892. -

. Mr. Button’s letter to Colonial Storekeeper dated 5 April, enclosing a guarantee.

. Statement showing that the maximum amount authorised to be paid 2 advances in London -

T SRS 23820
Sums already advanced........cocviiieiiiiireiiieviiieeniiiiannneaenans 186

S0 o P

Balance yet to be advanced.. ........... rreereeeaae ST £3634
Mr. Button states in his letter of 31st*March that the advance now required is £3300, and he requests.

that a cablegram may be sent to the Agent-General to advance to that extent.

) C. H. HUXTABLE, Colonial Storckeeper.
The Hon. the Treasurer. :

M=z. Birp has seen this.

J. E. PACKER.
19. 4. 92.

The Colonial Storekeeper.

' Office of Stores, 281l March, 1892.
Sir, . .

I 5AVE the honor to return herewith the under-mentioned documents, received by the last English
mail ; viz, :— :

1. The Agent-General’s letter, No. 67, dated 19th February, 1892, covering invoice and
shipping papers for 18 bales of paper purchased by Mr. Hedley Button, and shipped on
board the ship Pallas for Hobart. '

2. The Agent-General’s letter, No. 69, dated 19th February, 1892, advising that he wus not
able to carry out instructions authorising him to pay to Mr. Button’s order 75 per cent. on
invoice prices (on conditions), because the average of the Melbourne tenders had been.
forwarded to him in totals only, whereas Mr. Button had-divided the different schedules
amongst various firms.

- T also enclose copies of letters showing that the arrangement made with Mr. Button, (Ist) that he
should be paid 10 per cent. on invoice prices, and (2nd) that the Agent-Greneral is to pay to Mr. Button’s
order a sum equal to three-fourths () of the invoice cost of the goods, was contingent upon their total cost
(including charges pauyable in England and Customs duties payable in the Colony) should not exceed the-
average of tenders from Melbourne houses.
. I have now to furnish a statement showing that this condition has not been fulfilled in regard to the-
first shipment of papers bought by Mr. Button, and to request instructions thereupon.

I have to bring under your notice, however, the last clause of the instructions forwarded to the Agent--
Ceneral ; viz.—¢The Government hus further agreed that, in the event of market prices having risen,.
and so prevent the possibility of Mr. Button purchasing at the average Melbourne rates, such advance to-
be allowed on producing certificate to that effect from the Agent-General. This refers, of course, to a.
general rise, not to any possible inability of Mr. Button to make advantageous purchases.”

I have, &ec.
The Honorable the Treasurer, _ C. H. HUXTABLE, Colonial Storckeeper..
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5 Hobart, 29th March, 1892,
(R, , , .
I suBroix for your information an extract from a letter addressed by the Agent-General for Tasmania
to the Hon. the Premier, dated 19th February, 1892:—¢1 find it is impossible to carry out the instructions
contained in the Colonial Storekeeper’s letter inclosed therein (i.e., the Premier’s despatch), that I should
pay upon delivery of invoices, bills of lading, policies, and other shipping documents a sum equal to' thrée-
fourths of the invoice cost of the goods on Schedules 24 and 2B, 4, 5a and 58, and 7, provided that their
total cost, including charges payable in England anl Customs duties payable in the Colony, shall not
exceed the averages of tenders from Melbourne housss, as given in Table No. 5, as in the table réferred
to the total only of each tender is given, while Mr. Button has divided the various schedules amongst
different firms. : '

I am, &x.

C. H. HUXTABLE, Colonial Storekesper.
Mgr. Heorey. Burron, Launceston. ' L

: Launceston, 30th March, 1892.
DEear Sir, 4 , ‘

Yours of 29th instant to hand. As far as I can see everything is in order.. If you look up the
Schedule 5B you will see no mention of the 10' per cent. commission ; the advance lots there enumerated
come out at fixed prices, totalling £165 12s. 6d. Now that the arrangements for part payment have been
ratified in London by the Agent-General personally t¢ various heads of firms with whom I have placed
. ‘orders, you will see the pressing need there is (to preserve faith) to advise him to pay 75 per cent. up to the
schedule amount, and for my own credit’s sake and interest I have kept my orders within the limits in the
aggregate of the various schedules, so there cannot possibly be any over-advance being made by him. As
shippers may start to put goods on board sailer any time in April, I cannot see any help for it but for you
to cable direct to the Agent-General emphasising and ~epeating old instructions re 75 per cent. advance on
total schedule.

As this last is the matter of the greatest importanse, I beg you will do all in your power to prevent
. any repudiation when goods are shipped and payment asked for.
I am, &c.
' HEDLEY BUTTON.

P.8.—Please send S}iicer’s invoice by first opportanity.

Mr. C. H. HuxrtasLs, Colonial Storekecper, Hobart.

TeLEarAM to Mr. Hedler Button, Launceston.

WiLL the Agent-General have in possession all the invoices comprising a schedule before he is asked
to pay the advance om any portion of the schedulet If so, he will be able to satisfy himself that the
aggregate of Melbourne tenders has not been exceeded. Please reply by this night’s post.

i C. H. HUXTABLE, C. 8.
31st March, 1892.

Colonial Storcheeper, Hobart. _ ' Launceston, 31. 3. 92.

Drar Sz,

Your wire of this day to hand this afternoon. In reply, I cannot expect all houses from whom I
have bought will ship their goods simultaneously, but this is sure, that all of the goods will be shipped in
April, as 1 know some have been ready now some weeka. :

If the Agent-General is advised to pay up to, say £4500 (four thousand five hundred pounds) he
cannot go far wrong,and this will cover all he will be asxed for in the aggregate and leave a small margin,
as some few goods I am bound to have shipped me direct (not through the Agent-General).

You will of course understand the advance of 75 pe- cent. is upon the £4500, equal to £3300 odd, for
the Agent-General to pay in cash in London. . : '

As I personelly intreduced to the Agent-General all the large and principal shippers, I there and then
felt I had done all that was possible for me to do to pravent any further trouble, and even asked both the
Agent-General and manufacturers if either could think >f any matter that needed settling then whilst I
was in London. Had it been necessary I could have givan pro formd invoices for nearly all my purchases,
if only the suggestion had been made. I think I have said all that bears on the subject without being
able to directly reply to your question in the wire, but I trust the information herein will enable you to
frame a cable to London, ahd s6 avért any dissatisfaction to shippers.

Yours faithfully,
HEDLEY BUTTON.

TELEGRAM to Mr. kiedley Button. '
2nd April, 1892.
PLEASE send written guarantee by post that any parment by Agent-General as an advance to yoar -

agent shall not be considered as proof that goods so advarced upon will be accepted upon arrival in Hobart
us fulfilling terms of. contract. This guarantee will ba submitted to the Hon. the Treasurer upon his
return to Hobart. Ln your letter you write * you will, o> course, understand the advance is upon Feur
thousand five hundred Pounds (£4500), equal to Three thousand three hundred Pounds odd, for the
Agent-General to pay in cash in London.” - Isthis correct? Better send me details making up the £4500.

C. H. HUXTABLE, Colonial Storekeeper.
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- ) ; Launceston, 2. 4. 92.-
C. H. HuxTABLE, Colonial Storekeeper. :
D=xAR SIR, : : o
. Your wire to hand this afternoon. I cannot gather your meaning abont guarantee. I signed one on
"Amngust 20th, 1891, and handed same to Will. Hunt, Launcesion. With regard to details of accounts to be
presented to the Agent-General in London, I am able to state that ere this a letter has reached him,
.maming varijous firms, with amounts opposite : so if you have despaiched cablegram to him to carry out
-original instructions there will be no need for any uneasiness, as all shippers know no cash will be paid
them until April at earliest, though they may have started to ship and apply for cash even yesterday, and
still comply with instructions.

I enclose, for your perusal, my press copy of letter to the Agent-General, which please return at
earliest convenience.

Amounts as per press copy herewith, and freights and packing, will bring up the total to as nearly as
possible the amount I have already advised.

Yours, &c.
) HEDLEY BUTTON.

Launcesion, 5th April, 1892.
The Colonial Storekeeper, Hobart.

Dxar Sim,
. I HErEWITH enclose the Memorandum I received from you this morning, and signed as you desired.
1 hope for sakes of all concerned that none of the shippers have applied to the Agent-General for cash in
London and been disappointed.
Yours traly,
HEDLEY BUTTON.

: Launceston, 5th April, 1892,
MEMORANDUM.

I uNDERSTAND and agree that any payments made by the Agent-General, London, as advances on
invoices of Stationery purchased by me or by my agents, shipped to Hobart, and consigned to the Govern-
ment of Tasmania, shall not be taken as proof that goods so advanced wpon will be accepted, on arrival
in Hobart, as fulfilling terms of contract.

HEDLEY BUTTON.

(TELEGRAM.]
6l April, 1892.

. SEvENTY-FIVE (75) per cent. may be paid on any Button’s consignments to Tasmanian Government
to extent of three thousand four hundred. pounds (£3400) cash advance.
C TREASURER.

To the Agent-General, London.

MEMO. for the Colonial Storekeeper. v © Hobart, 2ud May, 1892.

HepLey Button’s Contract having been perused, is herewith returned with thanks., Please send copies
of these Tenders on printed forms, or if the latter are sent to Audit Department, copies will be made here.
Please forward papers with reference to payment of 75 per cent. of invoice price in London, 25 per cent.
in the Colony. Information is also required showing how average price of Melbourne tenders is
ascertained. : ‘

J. W. ISRAEL, Deputy Auditor.

The Deputy-Auditor. [Endorsement.]

" Copigs of Mr. Button’s Tenders have been made for this office, and the originals (with the bond) are
forwarded herewith, with the Treasurer’s authority for payment of 75 per cent. in London. Also a state-
ment showing the average of Melbourne ienders, which will serve (on receipt of invoices) to show how
the commission of ten per cent. payable to Mr. Button will be arrived at.

C. H. AUXTABLE, Colonial Storekeeper.
12. 5. 92.

~



| (No. 84y
15
Audit Depurtment, Hobart, 25th August, 1892, .

MEMO. tor the TColonial Storekeeper.

WiLL the Colonial Storekeeper be good enough to favour the Auditor-General with a statement of the
amount of the average Melbourne tenders for statiomery for 1892, and with the estimated total of Mr.
Hedley Button’s tender for similar articles, as contained in his contract of 18th August, 1891.

J. W. ISRAEL, Deputy Auditor.

RETURNED with ‘statement as requested.

C. H. HUXTABLE, Col. Storekeeper.
27. 8. 92.

MEMO. for- Colonial Storekeeper. , , .
AN immediate reply is requested to a Memorardum from this Department of date 25th August, 1892,
asking for a statement of the amounts of the average Melbourne tenders for stationery for 1892, also the

estimated total of Mz. H. Button’s tender for similar articles.
‘ ) W. LOVETT, Auditor-General.
: 27. 8. 92.

o Audit Department, Hobari, 30th August, 1892,
MEMO. for Colonial Storekeeper. :

TrE Colonial Storekeeper is again reminded that no reply has been received to an application from
this Department for information as to the average amount of Melbourne tenders for stationery, &e. for
1892, forwarded on the 25th August, a reminder having also been sent on' 27th August. Unless reply is
received to-day the matter will be referred to the Hon. the Treasurer.

‘ : W. LOVETT.

- [Endorsement.]

Tur Colonial Storekeeper has enly just completed papers for the Hon. the Treasurer. The Auditor-
General’s memorandum will be returned this morning. He regrets the delay, which was unavoidable.

C. H. HUXTABLE, Colonial Storeheeper.
‘ 30. 8. 92.

- 'FEndorsement to Memo of 27. 8, 92.]

THE averages of Melbourne tenders (without MNo. 4, which was irregular, not Laving been set before
Melbourne firms) is given in the paper attached. ~ Mr. Button’s limit is the same, with the addition of
No. 4 Schedule attached (£579 Is. 7d.) One tender for Schedale No. 4 was submitred by a Melbourne
house (Messrs. Sands and M‘Dougall) on the chance of its being taken into consideiation, and amounted
to £537 19s. 04d. Being irregular it was not preserved, and was probably retmned to Messts. Sands
and M‘Dongall, who were then in Hobart.

Mr. Button was to receive payment for Schedule No. 4 at his own schedule raics. (See approval of
the Hon. the Treasurer of 14th August, 1891, attacaéd hereto.)

- C. H. HUXTABLE, Colonial Sto cheepes.
The Auditor-General. 30. 8. 92.

i

) Offfice of Stores, 30th August, 1832,
MEMO. to Auditor-General. : : .
ForwarpINg Mr. Button’s tender for Schedule No. 4, accidentally left out of envelope containing

“papers forwarded this day. ‘
C. H. HUXTABLE, Cvlonial Storehkeeper.
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: 'Office of Stores, 30th August, 1892
MEMO. for Deputy Auditor. : . - '

ForwarpiNg Melbourne tenders for Schedules 2, 8, 6, 6, and 7. .
C. H. HUXTABLE. .

AVERAGE of Melbou‘rné Tenders. )
' £ s d £ .sd

Schedule 2 Detmold ..ovevvinnraniciananes 1176 16 2
SpiICer .euveeeririncnirninnnanenne. 1110 14 11 - -

Sands & M‘Dougall ........... 1039 2 &

A COWAN evreerenrnnnreraancrennees 962 12 9

4)4280 6 3 = 1072 6 7

Schedule 34 Cowan ..vceevevieerinenirsnnnnnes 504 17 3 -

Detmold ..cevvonieninirennennne. 848 12 6 .
Sands & M‘Dougall ........... 799 18 7

3)2158 8 4 = 717'16 1}

Schedule 5  Sands & M*‘Dougall ........... 3065 14 0O

Detmold .covevvvvvieininrenennnn 2905 17 4
Cowan ...ccveune.. eererenaanaes 3203 2 3
A SPICET weveveninrirnriiiieenianns 2936 3 10

4)12,200 17 5 = 3050 4 4

Schedule 6  Sands & M‘Dougall ........... 1176. 2 &
) X Detmold leeveierniniiiininan, 1015 12 2

, CoWan ....ocvveeruiiiinniiinienns 1168 7.0

A SPICer vovvverrreieriiininniiinnas 1038 19 4

4)4339 011 = 1084 15 3

Schedule 7  Sands & M‘Dougall ........... 337 5 2 /
Cowan ...... eveeeereecesearenenn 294 311 :
SPICer .oveeviiniriiriniinnaenns 302 5 10
A Detmold ..oevevnrieieiannnnnn. 287 15 11

4)1221 10 10 = 305 7
£6230 10

C. H. HUXTABLE, Colonial Storcheeper.
27.8.92.

“A” accepted.

Note~—For comparison, above to be modified by eliminating items that do not api)ear in Hedley Button’s contract.

\

LW 1,
31.8.92,

Office of Stores, Hobart, 6th September, 1892.

" Re Arrangement with Mr, Hedley Button.
MEMORANDUM.

TrE arrangement with Mr. Button was to the effect that he was to furnish certain goeds similar to
those for which tenders were invited in 1891, excepting those on Schedules 28, 4, 68, and 6B (which
were to be charged for at fixed rates), for which he was to be paid the invoice cost in England, plus
shipping charges, Customs duties, cartages, &e., provided that the total amount of invoices and all charges
should not exceed the average of Melbourne tenders, and that lie should be paid in addition ten per cent.
(10°/,) commission on the invoice cost (without charges). An advance of seventy-five per cent. (75°/,) on
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invoices and English charges was to be paid by the Agent-General to Mr. Button or to his agent on delivery
of shipping documents for certain goods.

Mr. Button proceeded to England at his own expense

The cost of stationery under this arrangement, zompared with that of similar supplies procured by
tender in 1891 is as follows :—

(Approxxmately, all the goods not being to hand.) £

The Hon. the Treasurer, !

Cost under ar rangement with Mr. Button «....c.evivvieiiiiiiiiniiiiciiniieciiiinicnceneen 7681
Loss of interest on advances by-the Agent-General from date of payment to 31st
December, 1892 (about which time the goods if procured by tender would be paid
- for in Hobart, as pertable attached), at 5 per cent......c.c.vevrivuncene eraserearninaenns £123
Premmm of Exchange at 15s. per: cent. e L e S, . 80
: - 153
£7734
Cost of similar Goods as i)er accepted LENAEIS +evverrveerrrerueeessreteesssessenssnseesranesennees £6312
- C. H. HUXTABLE, Colonial Storekeeper.

Comparative Statement showmg Cost of Stationery- supplied by M, Hedley Button,. Melbourne
Tenders, Detmold & Cowan & Co., §&c., and by Agent-General, for preczsely t]ze same Gloods,
1891-92, all at net cash, przces dehvered Hobart .

MR. BUTT;O.N. \IDLBOURNE TENDERS {AGENT-GENERAL,
Sehedﬁle No. Amounts. TorarL. Schedule No. Amounts. Amounts.
£ s d. £ s d ’ £ s d £ s d

2 1044 2 3| -
2 Y 5 4} 1163 37 2 954 2 2 1556 11 3
3 592 4 4 - 592 4 4 3 504 17 3 998 7 4
5 - 8128 10 5
55 203 9 6} 3331 12 11 9, ‘ 2936 3 10 3769 0 6
6 902 11 3 - 310 Coe :
63 203 0- 0} 1195 11 3 6 1038 19 4 1580 3 3
7 333 9 0 333 9 0 T 287 15 11 400 18 2
) T(;TALs' ..................... £6616 3 1 5721 18 6 8305 0 6

L £ s do

English «ooooiiiiiiennnnnnn, 8305 0 6

"Button  cveeeiiiienenn, 6616 3 1

Melbourne....................,..._ 5721 18 6

Checked by—
. Hver Hywny, C.C. ,
. Note A.—Schedule 4, being at fixed prices, and not having any corresponding Melbourne Tenders to compare with it is
left out of this Return. (Amount £580 10s. 7d.) )
NoTx B.—Goods “ yet to arrive ” have been calculated on the average | of Melbourne Tenders, there being no other data
to go upon.
Correct.

C. H. HUXTABLE, Colonial Storekeeper.
Correct. )
' W. Loverr, Auditor-General.
11¢h October, 1892.
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Mr, Button’s: Account.

Schedule:No.. |- . Amounts. .
‘ 1 L s d £ s d
[ 2. 594 9. 6
1 28 ;119 3. 4
. 3 . : 595 ..4: 2.
Payments made to 30th Beptamber, 1892..i0uiiiueiseserninnned ’ gB;‘ . ‘3%3121615 |
6 821 17 8
6B 193 0 O
L 7 327 13 6
5853 6 7
Average of Melbourne Tenders taken for items below, except for Fized Price item.
Payments to be made. Schedule No.
Decapolis eeuvierirrinsernanne. 2 288 18 9
Commission .....ceeeeeeeeeencenes 28 17 10
317 16 7
2 124 5 5
Commission. ...... s T 12 8..6.1.
o — . 136.138:11
Decapolis wueeenvenenvenneannnnen. , 5 3114 9|
Commission ...... eereraneeeenes ‘ 3 3 6
' 3418 3
Berean-...coeeieriniiieinirnsaianns) : ‘ 54 68 13 .10
Commission ..uiveveeevinenninenns 617 5 :
‘ - 75711 37
Fixed Prices ivevvvenenennnnnnn. 58 19100 | .
1910 0
i 6a 73 .6 103
Commission ....ccoeeuveeniennes 7 6.8].
= - .80 13:7
. 68 100. 00 0 |
- 100 0.0
' 7 17 6- 3 .
Commission....ceeaseenasanens.e. 1.14 8
C - . 19 011
Decapolis “e.cvcvvreveiiirenannnnnnl] aee 7 112. 31|
Commission cisvesesereeeesormanaes|- 0. 3.3
115 6
, 6639 6 . 7.
Less cost of exCesS 88 UNAET™ 4iurniuiinerirricrerestenrosesioettnreruescaceenraresorsrsesnecnssracssnssses 2513 4
. 6613 13 3
Add cost of four reams Paper (Royal White) to equalise Mr. Button’s :Accounts with -
Melbourne Tenders.......... o eebeeeeetetretrerecetstatatrtanraneetnrstnacerennnne eareireaseracitatans ae 2 910
b 03 U PN 6616 3 1
# Schedule No. Amount,
£ s d
2 417 9.
3 219 10
5 2 3811
7 15 011
5 010 11
2518 4

Checked by—

Huer Huwi, C.C.
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‘ . - ... Liaunceston; 13th October, 1892,
+To Mr. H. Hurr, Colonial Storekeeper o

trDEAR- S1R, .

Re cheque: for: envelopes, &;c I have a bill due to-day for just #8300, and the Bank will apply to you
for same ; kindly let them have the amount due and ‘so save ‘my name ,‘the matter-is really urgent. Alk
else ig to ’hand and understood in abstract sent. :

Yours, in haste,

P e - " "HEDLEY BUTTON.

_ C e TeLEGRAM. . g
o . Launceston, 13th October.
-T'o- Colonial Storekeeper. . ,

Biry due this day. No cheque recelved for envelopes and other sundrles ; wire reply urgent.
HEDLEY BUTTON.

[Endorsement to Telegram.]
APpPLIED at the Treasury, and informed that the claim not'ready yet for payment.

: MEMO. from Colonial Storekeeper to Deputy Aud‘tor
' ' 17tk November, 1892.

WirLL-thé Deputy Auditor kmdly let me have my bundle of unaccepted Melbourne tenders in order
that I may proceed with the comparison between -Mr. H Button’s payments and the Melbourne averages?

- HUGH HULL, pro Colonial Storekeeper.

[hndo =sement. 1 -

PackeT of unaccepted tenders, with rough figvres'and papers used for compiling comparative return
attached thereto, sent on loan to Mr. Hull.
J. W. ISRAEL,

17.11. 92,

,I' G [ 501. v ‘ . o Audit Department, Hobart, 21st November, 1892,

. 4041,
MEMO for the Hon. the Treasurer.

. Mr. Hedley Button’s Statlonery Contract.
TuE accompanying papers are forwarded for th= information of the Hon. the Treasurer, namely :—

gA) Invoice received with Agent-Gereral's Accounts.

B) Invoice used for passing goods tkrough Customs Department.
(C) Warrant 1020, October, 1892 Launceston passing goods
(D) Valuation Paper declalmcr to values.

(E) Memo. to Colleetor of Customs, Launceston.

Invoices (A) and (B) are for the same Gocds—with the exception of one small hand-pless, value
£8 17s., and belonging to Mr.. Button, shown in Iavoice (B). ‘The last mentioned invoice was received
upon application to. ‘the Customs Department in consequence of this Department not being able to reconcile
the duty paid with the values shown in the Invoice (A) received through the Agent-Geeneral.

: £ s d
Invoice (A) shows—Total Value....vovenier vivriiiniirviniiniiiiniiinicienenenns 272 411
»  (B) (omitting hand press £3 175.) SHOWS ..eeeeerereceimmeneeeesnennns 210 12 2

The amount short paid for Duty, if the first-mentioned amount is the correct one, is £6 6s. 9d. (being
© £29 0s. 11d. at 5 per cent. ad valorem, and £32 11, 10d, at 15 per cent. ad valorem.

) With reference to Mr.'Button’s Stationery Contract itself the whole of the accounts hitherto passed
have been based upon the prices shown in the Invoices received through the Agent-General, and the same
course would have been followed with reference to Ivoice (A) had not the difference of Duty necessitated
a comparison of invoices—indeed 75 per cent. of cmount of Invoice (A) has already been advanced by
the Agent-General. The difference shown in the totals of the two Invoices amounts.to £61 12s. 9d., but

_the loss to the Government would, upon payment of the larger amount, have amounted to £19. 4s. lDd

" caused through the operation of the Contract conditious that certain schedule prices shall not exceed those
of the “average Melbourne tenders.” This is explzined as follows :—
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If paid under Invoice (A)—Agent-General’s Invoice :—

. £ s d
Goods chargeable under * Fixed Price” Schedule .....oov.ciiiiiirereiniiinnniiiiieiiennn. 119 10 0
The amount of these in INVoice w.ovevenivnriniimiiniieiininninniiiecenen. =£109 16 6
but the fixed prices amount to £119 10s.
Balance of INVOICE ..oeverrnvrrestiecerranesnrnrnrnrens reereerrereinsearariaaae 162 .8 5
~ Total Inv&ice ......... i eetreeeterenrreaesarennnnteseessbaraaangeseeneains £272 411
As the £162 8s. 5d., together with chargés, £24 5s. 1d., would exceed the average of
the Melbourne tenders (£159 6s. 11d.) the Melbourne averages are allowed ......... 159 6 11
Add allowance of 10 per ceat. on £162 8s. 5d. ..oeovvvirrris viiitiniingennn 16 410
Total if paid under Invoice (A) .veeeirnirrirnirneeniniiiennns eeeeee e £20 1 9
If paid under Invoice (B)—Invoice présentéd at Customs :— . £ s d
- (Goods invoiced at an amount of ......... ereerreeeeeeeseriieas cararaeaes £90 10 6
but allowed for at fixed prices, (@ “vieeeveerimierrnierinnsrenrienianiinnne 11910 0
Balance of INVOICE -viuurueeunrueiitiitiiirersiraerneraaenerarransmenssssesenss 120 1 8 120 1 8
Total Tavoice ......... et st R £910 12 2
Charges allowed under contract............ e et e et b e et s aa e atas 24 5 1
Add allowance of 10 per cent. on £120 Is. 8d. .ooovviiiiiiiiniiiiiiiniiiini, 12 0 2

£275 16 11

Excess Invoice (A) over Invoice (B) ........ ererererreeerer e £19 410
W. LOVETT, Auditor-General.

(A) & (B.)
Details of Invoices follow,

Invoice received with Agent-General’s Accounts totals £272 4s. 11d., and Invoice passed through
Customs Department totals £210 12s. 2d. .

- (C.y o ' 1020
INWARDS. , Port of Launceston, 18th October, 1892.
" In the ¢ Berean.” ' H. BUTTON,
From London, R Per H: J. Hupsox.

Value. %2;?7‘ Duty. Wharfage. Total.

£ s.d £ L s d £ sd £ s d

w G T gg 6 Med Bales Printing Paper
in original wraps, and with
(in triangle) - uncut edges; 4 Med. Cases 3 )
Qitt0. e s iiiereriernenerneraanns 78 15 4 5°, 31810 0 7 6
TLaunceston. 17 Med. Cases Stationery...... 131 16 10 15°), 1915 7 0 &5 0
13/21 60/77 (Enclosed) Printing Materials - 3 17 0 Free. 113

: 2314 5 113 925 8 2
To be allowed H. Button in A/es,, less charge-

able to TFixed Price GOOS ...oereemrsesscree ' 1210 7 014 6

Amount to be allowed...cccvceevennene £11 310 019 3

. o * [TRLEGRAM.]"
Collector of Customs. :

PreasE send Valuation Paper for Warrant One thousand .and twenty, October, Button’s Stationery.

W. LOVETT, Auditor-General.
19. 11. 92,

VaruaTion Paper for Warrant 1020, October, herewith, as requested by the Auditor-General.

¥ J. BARNARD.
19. 11. 92.
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®.) -
ParticurLars aND VALUES oF INvoicEs.
' ' October 18th, 1892.
Ex “ Berean.”

. Master; from London.

W T , ' INVOICE VALUE, DUTY.
G H B 6 Med. Bales Printing Paper, in or:ginal wraps, and . ' .
(in triangle) with uncut edges. o £ s d £ s d
Launceston 4 Med. Cases, ditto .eeeeerenirraneereeenerranenceretvuresanns 78 15 4 318 10
1321 60/77 17 ,, SN LS 1 T0) Y5 o PP 131 16 10 1915 7
(Enclosed) Printing Materials...cocoeennnns reraneeeennie ., 817 0
£2314 5
H. BUTTON.
H. J. HUDSON.
17. 10. 92.

ForM oF DECLARATION. :

I, H. J. Hupson, hereby declare that the Items appearing on the other side hereof are truly and

correctly extracted from the Invoices herewith produced, aad that the Values set against such Items .are

the real and true values, being the purchase Prices, and the amounts actually paid or agreed to be paid
by me. And I further declare that I have not received ary other Account or Invoice fer these Goods.

- ' “H. J. HUDSON.

Declared before me, this 17th day of October, 1892.

P. C. Rocuer, LW,

B - Audit Department, Hobart, 16th November, 1892.
MEMO. for the Collector of Customs, Launceston. . .

Mr. Hedley Button’s Staticnery Accounts.

WarranT No. 1020, of October, 1892, shows 6 medium bales and 4 medium cases printing paper,
value £78 18s. 4d., and 17 medium cases stationery, value £181 16s. 10d., total value £210 125 24.;
whilst invoice with Agent-General’s accounts shows value as £272 4s. 11d. '

Will the Collector be so good as to obtain the original invoice and forward same to this Department
* for inspection ?

[

J. W. ISRAEL, Deputy Auditor.’

ORIGINAL invoice herewith; to be returned as soon as convenient.

- . . JAMES BARNARD, pro Collector of Customs.
The Deputy Auditor. 17. 11. 92, '

. . ' ' Audit Depa'):tnwnt, Hobart, 6th December, 1892.

MEMO. for H. Hull, Esq., Stores Department. ‘ .
Wiggins, Teape, & Co.’s Invoices—Mr. Hedley Button’s Contract.
I reMmEMBER Mr. Huxtable remarking that Messrs. Wiggins, Teape, & Co. were to pay all charges

“on goods consigned by them to Mr. Hedley Butron. As the contract with Mr. Hedley Button allows all
charges, will you please inform me by what anthority the Cclonial Storekeeper made the statement. . Your
reply will affect a memorandum prepared for the Auditor-General. Reply at once please.

' J. W. ISRAEL, Deputy Auditor.

[Endorsement.]

Mg. Hull called and informed me that he was not aware of any agreement by Wiggins, Teape, & Co.
to pay charges, but' Mr. Huxtable certainly stated that that fizm were to pay charges on the goods supplied
by them, and in adjustment of former accounts this advice was acted upon; charges were not allowed Mr.
Button, and he accepted payment of accounts without that al owance. The figures supplied to ihe Hon.
the Treasurer on 21st November would be affected by the disellowance of charges'in the same way to the
extent of showing that Mr. Button would have been paid £43 9+« 11d. more, instead of £19 4s. 10d.

- ‘more, if payment were made on Agent-General’s invoice instead of invoice passed through Customs—the
£24 5s. 1d. charges included as part of Customs invoice in that case being disallowed. ' :
: J. W, ISRAEL.

The Auditor-General. : 7.12. 92.

’ ' Audit Department, Hobart, 8th December, 1892
MEMO. for the Hon. the Treasurer. ' ’
I2e Button’s Tende-.

REFERRING to my letter of 21st November, it will be noziced that the figures have been made up
upon the conditions of the tender according to documentary evidence, which appears to allow charges to be
included in the claims; but in respect to former paymeuts of Mr. Button’s claims on Wiggins, Teape, &
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Co.’s accounts, the charges have been disallowed because-the Colonial Storekeeper had explained verbally
that this had been arranged with Mr. Button, and as the latter accepted: payment in this way the Store-

_ckeeper seems to have been justified in disallowing the same. Therefore, if the latter arrangement be taken
to be correct, Mr. Button would have been paid £43 9s. 11d. in excess, instead of £19 4s, 10d. as:stated
in the return forwarded with my letter..

W. LOVETT, Auclitor-Genevjal,

The Hon. the A_ttorney-General. )
- FoRWARDED in connection with.the papers.in. this case recently sent on.

. J..E. PACKER, for Treasurer.
- 9.12. 92.

' ForwARDED to the Solicitor-General.

F. STOPS.
9. 12. 92.

_ December 29th, 1892.
. ToMzr. H. HuLr, Hobart Government Stores.
‘DeAR SrIr, . : ’

As requested, I now repeat what I gave previously in writing to Mr. Huxtable, regarding shipments.

of sundries per' Berean and Decapolis, from Wiggins, Teape, and Co., London. These goods were

."all ‘charged at a rate to cover all expenses out, including duty, wharfage, &c., but through W. T. and Co’s.

error the whole have been invoiced at the rate they had agreed to deliver for free at, consequently the duty

and other expenses payable by me this end will be claimed by me from London. 'As there is no com-

mission payable on this by the Government, tlie error will benefit rather than otherwise the Government to
the extent of the duty (5 9/, to 124 9/,) on all the expenses.

Yours, &c. '
HEDLEY BUTTON.

Am anxious for cheque for above at earliest convenience.—~HEDLEY BUTTON.

" MEMO. from Collector of Customs to the Auditor-General.
o L Oth January, 1893.
M=r. Hedley Button is anxious to have his Berean invoices returned to him, and which I forwarded
to you in reference to some query relating to the importation of stationery, as you requested to see the
%voicei on which the goods were passed. I think it must have been in November last, or early in
ecember.

JAMES BARNARD, Collector of Customs,

- . [Endorsement.] _
THE Invoices have been referred to the Treasurer, who has not yet returned them to this Department.
o - W. LOVETT,
The Collector of Customs, Launceston. ' 10. 1. 93,

ForwarpeD. Will the Inspector be good enough to see that these invoices are returned to Mr.
Button. '
' JAMES BARNARD, Collector of Customs.
: 11. 1. 98.

The Inspector of Customs.
THESE invoices are, I believe, in the hands of the Hon. the Treasurer.

EDWARD BOYES, Inspector.
. 12. 1. 93.

: The Hon. the Treasurer, Hobart. ' S ' Launceston, 26th January, 1893.
" DEAR SIR, - o :
) ‘I LearN from the Stores Department that accounts of mine have been passed to the Treasury for
payment, but “ have been delayed pending a reply from me.” .
The goods have been delivererl now over three months and no payment has been made, nor has there
_been any matter referred to me for a reply that has not been attended to.

As I bave pressing engagements to-meet through National Bank, Launceston, I have respectfully to
request that' such accounts be passed at once to my credit, leaving any * apparent discrepancy” to be
adjusted at the final payment. ' o

. .Yours faithfully,
HEDLEY BUTTON.
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H. BurTon, L'sq, Launceston T : ' 27th January, 1893
Sig, o ' b
By direction:ofithe Tr eaamer.I am to ackrowledge’ 1ecc1pt of‘your Tetter of! the-26{k inst: relatlve to
the payment to you of moneys arising under your connection with the Government for supplies through
the.Office of® Stores. - When you were last in.town I understood you were going to furnish Mr. Henry
with some explanation regarding the accuracy of certain invcices tendered by you in support of the claims
put forward by you. It is this the Department is waiting for. Will you be so good us to give it your
attention ? s s e

I have, &ec. '
J. E. PACKER, Under Treasurer.

Launceston, 28th January, 1898.
J. E..PACKER; Esq - T'reasiry, .Hobart . .
DeAR Sig,
. Ir'you will kmdly let mie know.the exact .cases you refe=to in yours of i 27th-inst., I shall be .only- too:..
glad t6 give matter my immediate attention.
o Yours, &e.
- H. BUTTON.

Hreorey Burron, Esq., Launceston. 3lst Jandary, 1893.
Sir oo T
’BY direction of the Treasurer I am to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 28th instant re
your contract for the supply of articles through the Office o Stores, and to ask you to be good enough to
submlt particulars of your unsatisfied claims. agamst the Government,
I have, &ec. o L :
J. E. PACKER, Under Treasurer.

J. E. Packer; Esq., Treasury, Hobart. . 1st February, 1893.
Dgear. Sig,.

Yours of the 3lst instant Just received. If you are not zlready aware of the fact, I.would here point-
out that T have not had a hand in any accounts so far; they kave been compiled by the Government, and I
am in perfect ignorance now as to what exact lines have been paid for and what still remain tobe pald I
simply know from totals that a considerable amount is still dus, and as over fom months has elapsed bmce
delivery of goods, I beg that the remittance be forwarded at cnce.

Yours, &c.
HEDLEY BUTTON.

H.Burron, Esq., Luounceston. - . 4th February, 1893,
S1R;- ’
" By diréction of the Treasurer I am._to aclmowledqe the receipt of your letter of the 1st instant relative.

to your.claims against the Government, and, after noting what vou say, J am to ask you to be good erough
to fitrnish Mr. Henry with a statement ’of account w date, deta:iling particulars of your claim.

I have, &e. )
J. E. PACKER, Urder Treasurer.

J. E. PACKER, fsq., Treasury, Hoburt. Launceston, 9th February, 1893.
DEAR SIR,

- HerewitH I hive pleasure in supplying a statement of account to date, as requested in your favour.
of 4th instant—

£ s d.
Goodsiin ‘No. 2 schedule, portion delivered * ..t ........ 821" 0 0
Ditto No. 8 schedulé;complete........ii vonieinnii. 324 5 6
Ditto Nowd-ditto, ditto.isiierrirr o oorsiveros 53719 0 °
Ditto No.-5 ditto, * ditto....c:vveteiveinennn. fleiiei.. 30887 4 6
Ditto No. 6 ditto, ditto...nnmrrrrrrrosreirirsirieos 1133 7 4
Ditto No. 7 dittd eevvrreririinniniiiiiiiiiciienreenen. 311 5 0
6716 1 4-
Extras In 5B. and B B. ceeverinirinieriinrreonneamecesnenes .. 143710 0
' 6859 11 4 -
Less cash on account..ceuieieiiieiienirinnnnenieinene 6433 17 2
£425 14 2

Yours, &e.
HEDLEY BUTTON.
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[Endorsement by the Treasurer to Button’s letter of 9th February, 1893.]

This is insufficient. ILet a detailed stautement be furnished showing the dates and amounts of the .
several invoices on which Mr. Button claims, and also the credits in detail, with.dates and amounts of pay-
ments already made.

JOHN HENRY.
10th Feb. 93.

H. Burtron, Esq., Launceston. 11th February, 1893.
S1R, . ’

By direction of the Treasurer I am to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the Oth inst., forward- .
ing a statement of accounts as requested in letter from this office dated, 4th inst., and to state that Mr.,
Henry regrets that this is insufficient. Will you be so good as to furnish a detailed statement showing the
rates and amounts of the several invoices on which the claims are based, also the credits in detail with dates .
and amounts already paid. :

I have, &c. '
J. E. PACKER, Under Treasurer.

’

FEzaminer and Tasmanian Office, Launceston, 14th February, 1893.
J. E. PackeRr, Esq., Under Tredsurer, Hobart.
DEar Sir,

Yours of the 11th inst. received. As I already pointed out, all documents have gone to the Stores
Department, and there still remain. I have from time to time had cheques on account, but for such sums
as has rendered it impossible for me to locate the amounts to any particular date, shipment, or schedule.

With the exception of 360 sheepskins, 500 large parchments, and 2500 small parchments, the whole |
contract has been executed and delivered. ’

Yours, &ec.
HEDLEY BUTTON.

[Endorsement.]

MRr. Burron will have duplicates of invoices, or failing these must have the amounts standing to
Cr. of manufacturers or merchants in England from whom he purchased, and can from those accounts
furnish the statement asked for. He will also have dates and . amounts of cheques paid by the Govern-
ment on account of this contract. S
. JOHN HENRY.

15th Feb. 1893.

16th February, 1893.
S1R,

By direction of the Treasurer I am to acknowledge the receipt of your further communication s¢
Stationery contract, the contents of which have been duly noted. 1t is presumed you will have duplicates
of Invoices, or failing these you will have the amounts standing to the credits of manufacturers or merchants-
in England from whom you purchased the goods, and can from those accounts furnish the statement -

needed. You will also have. dates and amounts of cheques paid by the Government on account of this:
" contract.

I have, &c.

J. E. PACKER, Under Treasurer.
HeprLey Burron, Lsq.,

175, Patterson-street, Luaunceston.




Account presented by Mr. Button, March, 1893.

o, Heprey Burrow, Launceston, in aceount with CononiaL SToREKEEPER, Hobart. cr.
STORES DEPARTMENT.
Corrections madedby Corrections mads by
Audit Dopartmont. Audit Department,
, £ s d £ s-d £ s d £ s d £ s d
Gcods supplied as per— - : " |i Cash paid in London ...ccesvnnenss Cearerrisieene 3688 17 11
No. 2 Schedule .e....uese Crerrrterrenesee erhretreareiierareaiens 1186 7 10 1222 6 6 Cash paid in Tasmania— -
NO. 8 IO vevevnvrrenneitreenenreeraerenrerieerinretensrorienainnes 824 5 6 595 4 9% March 8,1892..... chereriretierretensaatnene 38 6 0
#Including 4300 Demy April 28 ,, ... 13 0 0
_ gnp‘;eily?.pcs’ oxcess July 12 60 8 4
NO. 4 QIEEO uuvvurrnereennnersseensneersensernersensorennsssnneens 547 0 0O 580 10 7 July 18 ,, 507 8 38
NO. 5 dIbEOuurvvenereererrereesssisennnreneesessssssnesnesesennns 3115 17 10 3312 10 4 Aug. 5 198 0 0
NO. B QIO vverrreeeireeiererieresseeassssenssnnrenreseessreenennnn: 1175 7 6 1171 17 8 Bept. 8 4 e 724 19 4
NO. 7 QIEEO wvverreeertereeseereriesertsereenesesenessaesessnenen 811 5 0 346 8 9 Sept. 13 4, i TP 222 9 1
Goods delivered in excess on—- SPI.\t. 16 5, o e 70 D 4 )
No. 4 Schedule : £ s d Oct. 1o 660 4 11 . ot
24 Rolls Tracing Linen, 80in. instead . — 2794 19 3
of 24 in. excess in value at 4/2 .......... 5 0 0 Goods short delivered on No. 2 Schedule—
No. 5 Schedule : 120 Sheepsking, 8t 3f cevvieivreeriniencnans 18 0 0
82 Reams Colrd. D. Dy., at 36 ............ 2 0 9 1 8 6 240 at 2/3 tiiriiireiiiesnnnnn 27 0 0
1 Ream Drab D. F. Cap., 851bs.......... 011 0O 011 O 500 Parchments, at 4/5....cc.00v0e veenanns 110 8 4
No. 6 Schedule: . 1500 - at 3/13.eieeiiinnnen veerer 23518 9 :
113 C. 8. DD. C. F. Cap, 30Ibs. , — 891 7 1 6825 4 3
Ruled F. Cap both sides, at 9/4 ............ 510 2 ) Balance'due .......... eseet . 362 18 10
No. 7 Schedule : ! .
2 Rms. 18 1bs. Blue F. Cap.,at 7/10..... 0 15 8 ‘ 120 Leatﬁer. Skiver, purple: and _red, short delivered ......... 11 8 9
22 » » » at 7/1...... 019 6 L noluded in ab Cash paid in London omitted in figures £3638 17s. l.ld.
5 Rms. 1201bs. Brown, at 23/1............ 515 5 (M gures, above, being balance of £195 17s. 8d. per “ Decapolis”.. . 180 11 10
812 Rms. 70 lbs, Brown, at 13/5 ........... 515 5 Ditto ¢ Berean” account ........... TS P T TP, . 204 8 8
2 Rma. Blotting Paper, at 13/3............ 1 6 6 :
—_ 27 14 5 Balance ....coveirerieinnninans N 83 14 1
Balance, £362 13s. 10d. -
Chiarges on  Berean” shipment, Schedules 54, 64, & 7 ....... 24 5 1
£7187 18 6 £9255 2 7 £7187 18 6 £7255 2 7

%8 "ON)
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MEMO. on examination of Mr. Hedley Button’s account current, showing balance due £362 13s. 10d.

Tar Balance Sheet attached hereto has been corrected by red ink figures to the amounts which
appear to be those due to Mr. Button, and chargeable to him on account of omissions in statement.
Allowance was not made in the account for Agent-General’s advances on Wiggins, Teape, and Company’s
invoice per Berean, amount £204 3s. 84., nor for the remainder of Wiggins, Teape, and Company’s
invoiee per Decapolis, £195 17s. 84., advanced in London, less £65 5s. 10d. deducted in account paid
Mr. Button, £130 11s. 10d. Total, £334 15s. 6d. .

The net amount apparently due to Mr. Button'is £83 14s. 1d. as per balance sheet, and is accounted
for as follows -—

Schedule 2 a.

Schedule 5 a.

Schedule 5 B.

Schedule 6 A.

Schedule 6 B.

Schedule 7.

200 Vellum Skins ’

Wiggins, Teape, and Company’s Invoice per Decapolis, 2bth May, 1892. .
72 Brown Calf Skins, Melbourne average prices .coeccsesescsessescccssecennans.

12 Rough 9 s .
Add 10 per cent. on English prices, £107 0s. 4d. ...-...

Wiggins, Teape, and Company’s Invoice per Decapolis, 25th May, 1892.
10 Reams Double Foolscap, Melbourne avera

€ rereereens
30 Reams C. L. Double Post, English pricegﬁ at 175, 6d.ceeeeecncnnnnnnnnne,
4 at 158 9d. ceuenennannninnnnn.

Per Berean 25th July, 1892.

40 Reams Bank Post, English price at 205.....cccoiuiinimmimmerrmneneininininns

2358 Reams Double Demy, Blue, English price at 3s. 6d.

4%3250’ » 3 ellow » ”»

Add 10°/, on English prices, £84 125, 10d. ...ceevremmiiimminiannnennnnne

Wiggins, Teape, & Co’s. Invoice per Berean, 5th July, 1892.

60 Dble. Demy Blue and Yellow Printing Paper, at fixed price, 6s. 6d. ...

Wiggins, Teape, and Co’s. Invoice per Berean, 5th July, 1892.

1114 Dble. Foolscap, Ruled, at English price, 8s. 3d. «eeececeeeceeerriniinnn.

8 Imp. Blue, Ruled ‘ » » 008, 6d.  ceeeeeeiiiiill,
10 Super Royal, Blue, Ruled ,, SR 13T 317 At

Add 10°, on English price, £51 165 4d. w.verereenrcrensercrcnessssseesnins

Wiggins, Teape, and Co’s. Invoice, per Berean, 5th July, 1892.

150 Reams Dble. Foolscap Writing, at fixed price, 9s. 4d. .coceeeeeus
6 Impl. Blue Ruled ,; ’ »

Wiggins, Teape, and Co’s. Invoice per Berean, 5th July, 1892,

o

1
2

of

2 b 2 ” ”»

Per Decapolis, May 25th, 1892.

200 Sheets Demy, oiled

500 ,, Foolscap ,, at average prices}

Add 10°/, on Eunglish price, £17 3s. 84.

» » Drab ,, » B85 8t
1 Ream Drab Double Foolscap .....ecvreniiaiimiiieiimiiecreecnec e,

ay essssesesccmcsassanserne

52 Reams Foolscap, Blue, at English price, 8s. 8d. -cecevmecinaninnniiiiini,

£ s d

3016 6
419 9
59 7 6
9% 3 9
1014 1

105 17 10

516 0
2215 0
3 3 0

B

oo
QD W OO O
[ R}
[NoX & OB WO
[y
[VVR ] (Yo s N0 s ¥

[3)
©
w
—
[\

4
©th
=

O&

4 17
22 15

51 16
5 3

Sl DOl ©CO=

£57 0

£ s d
70 0 0
30 0 O

£100 0 0

£ s d
14 14 8
014 0

112 3

17 011
114 4

£I18 15 3
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Allow Charges on Geods per Berean, which are not at fixed prices, or are under average Melbourne

prices :—

£ s . d.

Duiy and Wharfage ....ccooooierniiiininnennieann, 12 3 1

PacKing coeevviimiiirniiiiiniim e, 316 1

Freight, &c. covvvniiiniiiiinii 7.19 10

Cartage ceveeiieireeiriiiiiiniiiieneieireneiinieenens 0 6 1

£24 5 1

SumMMARY oF SCHEDULES, &c. )
’ £ s d
Beheduile 2A cevec et it e e s e eeees " 105 17 10
93 DA eereccereiaetiertectnreesean e rensnennnans eetaernareeesenes 9 1 5
35 DB ceereeseincerosnsntenrcarasarasareirnsasesenasssnsareseenecneonss 19 10 0
N 57 0 0
) S eeeeeeeseseatetueesearartteretecarnrararnreeestaseets 100 0 ©
g3 @ eemeeeeicie etverareeteeieraeneneiaane e earaaeaaas SISO 1815 3

34 4 6

L0 15 < RN 24 5 1
Total ... cciccemmeme i e e tte e reeaereeearearennan cennaaaansenens 418 9 7

Deduct Advances in England not formerly brought to account.... 334 15 6

Net amOoUDt dEE  cecieererieeieiieiaieeitreierieseisionereseeesereasensnees £83 14 1

In taking out the prices of goods per Bereun those amounts were used which are shown on the Inveice
passed through Launceston Customs Department, and which show a less range than the Invoice received
through the Agent General, but the Decapolis prices have been made up as before from Agent-General’s
Invoice, as there was no other known Invoice to deal with. [t is pointed out that two former accounts of
Wiggins, Teape, & Co. have been paid on prices in Agent-Gzneral’s Account, namely, Invoise April 9th,
1892, £581 8s. Gd., containing goods amounting to £235 2s. not at fixed prices, and May 25th, 1892,
£195 17s. 8d., containing goods amonnting to £141 1s., not at fixed prices. A letter received from the
Storekeeper addressed to bim by Mr. Button is attached, which implies that the Invoices received through
the Agent-General from Messrs. Wiggins, Teape, & Co. include the charges on the prices there shown..
If this is so, the 10 per cent. allowed on this firm’s former two invoices would be charged on the charges
as well as first cost of goods, but the amount cannot well be ascertained from papers in Storekeeper’s
possession or those in this Department.

The claim for £5 shown in the Balance Sheet attached for difference in price of 24 rolls of Tracing

Linen supplied is known nothing of at the Stores Department. )
W. LOVETT, Auditor-General.
30tk March, 1893.

. 5th April, 1893.
Sir,

By direction of the Treasurer I am to address yo1 on the subject of your claim against the Govern-
ment, and request that you will be good enough to furnish Mr. Henry with a detailed statement showing
how your claim for Stationery is made up, as it does not now agree with the Colonial Storekeeper’s acceunt,
and that you will also state why the advance of :£204 3s. 8d. made in London on account of the shipment
per Berean is not shown to credit. Explanation is also required as to the sum of £130 1ls. 10d., being
balance of the advance of £195 17s. 8d., less £65 35. 10d. made in London on account of shipment
per Decapolis. 1t is noticed that no allowance is made for short delivery of 120 leather skins, value
£11 8s. 9d. : »

Will you be good enough to give these matters your early attention, and amend same when furnishing
fresh statement?

I have, &c.
J, E. PACKER, Under Treasurer.
Hepiuy Burronw, Esq., 175, Patterson-street, Launzeston.

, Launceston, 15tk April, 1883.
The Hon. the Treasurer, Hobart.

Drar Sig,

AGREEABLY with yours of 5th April I have pleasure in enclosing details of goods supplied, with a
statement in full up to date. Berean and Decapolis payments were not credited, as [ was not aware such
had been made.
‘ I am, &ec.

HEDLEY BUTTON.
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[Endorsement.] To the Auditor-General for examination.—JorN HENRY.
[Endorsement 2.] Mr. Hedley Button’s Account.

Examined and returned. The various accounts now rendered by Mr. Button have been examined in
detail and the true prices shown on English invoices have been inserted in red ink against each item of
charge made by Mr. Button, and the summary on a ccount current has been likewise treated, the correct
amount of each schedule being shown in red ink. Although this second account has been rendered in a
different form the same result as before has been ar rived at, namely £83 14s. 1d. due to Mr. Button. * It
is observed that the claim now made amounts to £595 9s. 10d. notwithstanding the fact that the first
account balance amounted to only £362 13s. 10d., and from this there was to be deducted sums amounting
to £346 4s. 3d. omitted to be credited, or a net balance £16 9s. 7d. Attention is drawn to the large
difference in the charges on Schedule 3. Mr. Button has claimed upon a higher range of prices throughout,
notwithstanding the fact that the invoice which he was paid upon in October last was supplied by himself
and Customs duties paid thereon. Invoice herewith for perusal.

J. W. ISRAEL, pro Auditor General.
20. 4. 93.
The Hon. the Treasurer.

Account rendered by Mr. Button, April, 1893.

Mr. HepLEY Burron, Launceston, in account with CoLoN1arL STOREREEPER, Hobart.

Br, ar,
Correct Account Correct Account
as established as established
by Audit by Awdit
. Department. Departinent.
To Goods supplied as per— £ s d £ s d £ s d £ s d
Schedule 2A...ccovuviiiiieriennnnns 678 2 0 637 0 4 | Cashpaid in London .....cceeeeienes 3638 17 11 3638 17 11
Ditto 28 (Fized prices) .... 119 3 4 119 3 4 | Cash paid in Tasmania—
Ditto S.eervrveriiiierienrenanans 828 0 9 552 311 s d.
Ditto 4 (Fiwed prices) .... 579 0 0 580 10 7 March 8th, 1892 ...... 88 6 O
Ditto BA .vvveiiiiiiiiiiiinnae 2009 16 9 2862 18 11*] April 28th, 1892 ...... 13 00
Ditto 5B (Fizved prices) .... 203 2 6 203 2 6 July 12th, 1892 .... 60 8 4
Ditto BA cevvvrrvreiiiirainnnins 844 12 0 809 16 1*] July 18th, 1892 ....... 507 8 3
Ditto 6B ( Fized prices) .... 296156 0 293 0 0 August 5th, 1892 ..... 198 0 ©
Ditto 7oorriirveveiireninniianans 314 0 1 317 0 1* September 8th, 1892.. 724 19 4
Excesses supplied .....c..oeeviinn. 20 1 & (Inclwded in September 18th, 1892 222 9 1
o amounts above )l  September 1Gth, 1892 870 3 4
Special Order .....ocuveevnenenennnas 34 18 0 (Not Lnown in October 1st, 1892 ..... 660 4 11
“Gis hneonmi 970410 8 219419 3
. " ¥ ivered ..coceeececnanens G 19 € ducted i
Commission Aceount............... 534 10 2 453 65 11 gg:l(lispililglitndell‘::agi as per your 619 (mﬁgftﬁgsm
* Add charges ©“ Berean” Schedules Advice, April 5th, 1893— opposite.)
54, 04, 7, taken out separately.. 24 5 1 £ s d
“Berean” ....eeeeneen 204 3 8
“ Decapolis” ......... 130 11 10
———— 33415 6 33415 ¢
Balance ..c.cc.ecerneniienrisrenraresnenenes 595 9 10
Balance®.....cccoveevcncrieiinienrannenns 83 14 1
£7371 2 0£6852 6 9 : £7371 2 0£6852 6 9
£ s d :
Balance due .....cceeennrnnnne 596 910 J. W. I.—20. 4. 93.
#* Note.—£83 14s. 1d. subsequently reduced by £88 7s. 9d.,
Launceston, 14th April, 1893. bringing Mr. Button Dr. £4 13s. 8d.
- See statements attached.
E. & 0. E JoW. I—15.7.93.
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9.

Mr. HEprLeYy BurToN’s ACCoUNTS

Depucrions to be made from Mr. Button’s Accounts—as the result of the inspection of Englisk
Invoices—per Decapolis and Comadre, produced by Mr. Button this day (Mr. Button present agree-
ing to result). '

Messrs. Wiggins, Teape, and Co.’s Invoices.

Wo. of ' Ambunt . Lmount as .Difference Commission :
Contract Shipment. previously par Invoice | to be also to be Total deduetions.
Schedule. . credited. |now produced.| deducted. deducted.

: . £ s d| £ s d| £s.d | £ s d £ s d
2a | Decapolis ceweeencereeeveeeeneen| 95 3 9 €6 7 0 816 9 2 1 4 1018 1
Comadre.ceevoressserisesnrennens .| 8619 9 ‘29 14 11 7 410 | 015 -5 8 0 3
Total to be deducted from Schedale 24 ..... Crersseasertasearsresesressnsarireren 18 18 4
54) Decapolis .c.eceesenneinninnee.| 8114 0 23 5 8 5 8 4 010 11 519 3
Comadre............ cerererasacenne 3519 O 21 18 4 11 0 8 1 21 12 2 9
Total to be deducted from Schedtle 54 ........ teeewstsereasanernesaeans everanes 18 2 o0
7 Decapolis weivevevesnenns| 112 8 | 112 0| 003 | 0 0 4 007
‘ COmMBATEeceeerimrneinrinreriiens 160 17 4 {114- 8 10 -46 13 6 4 18 4 51 6 10
Total to be deducted from Schedule 7 ..ovvvveerverrrereeeses soversseeseesenes 51 7
Total deduétfon to be xﬁa,de .................... wrenrens sevesesecarenssintarasacante 887 9
15tk July, 1898, : J. W. ISRAEI.
Launceston, April 21st, 1893.
DEar Sim, :

Ix reply to your favour of yesterday, I have to advise that the original invoice of Schedule 3 from
Millington was handed by me to Customs, and I have nct since had it. I think the agents in Hobart had
word fromn Mr. Huxtable to let him have all documents after goods had been passed for.

Yours faithfully, ’
HEDLEY BUTTON.
J. PACKER, Fsq., Under Tfreasurer, Hobart.

o

Treasury, Hobart, 22nd April, 1893.
Hebprey Buwrow, fsyg.
Dxar Sir,

Wisl you be so good as to jobtain a copy of the original invoice, either in the Colony\ or from
London, if need be.

Yours truly,
J. E. PACKER, Under Treasures.
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SummARy of detailed Account -received from Mr. Button.

London.

Mr. HeprLey Burton, Tasmania,
BouasT of MirLiNgTON & Son.

1892, . £ s d £ s d
«  April 30. To shipment per Harriet MGregor ...pueeeecieieeasinsenns 287 811
May 14. 8 17 N U ceeerscresrnarreeanns 188 19 11
! 476 810
5 26. -Charges seeetscieciiineiieiieinienionenn seessrsessesinnanenes 35 7 4 i
: *511 16 2
Exchange at 4 per cent....... seeresseertasseernerniensenees : 21 6 6
Expenses.......ccocovnenniiiiinniiinen, cirernereeransenees 0 5 6
' £533 8 2
Bill at 60 dfs., £533 8s. 2d., per Bank of New South Wales.
. £ s d
# The above amount ........ cesetscessenstaen sessssccan cassceniiaaans 511 16 2
Includes an amount chargeable to Schedule 7:.veeecneses. cesene sassees 15 16 8
Net Total for Schedule 8 ... ..eeeensns eeeeneetenranneanns 49510 6
But this includes charges for Nos. 3 and 7.c00e.0. teeiesiaeen esveraien 65617 1
: . 430 2 5
Then the proportion of charges for No. 3..cceveeeciscrceeriaeninscsess 122 1 6

Total amount (less commission) payable on this account ...... £552 3 11
The 10 per cent. commission is payable on the amount £430 2s. 5d. (that is English
cost without charges), but this commission is given credit for separately.
J. W. ISRAEL.
26. 4. 93.

27th April, 1893.
Heprey Burron, Hsq., Launceston.

Sir,

By direction of the Treasurer I am to acknowledge receipt of Invoice yesterday without covering
communication, amounting to £533 8s. 2d.

Mr. Henry will be glad if you will be so good as explain why -you charge this particular Invoice in
your general statement of account at £828 0s. 9d. when it only amounts to £583 8s. 24., including
exchange and expenses amounting to :£21.12s. Od., in respect of which latter items the Government is not
liable. :
I have, &c. '

J. E. PACKER, Under Treasurer.

J. E. Packer, Esq., Treasury, Hobart. ) Launceston, April 28th.

Dear Sir .

X reply to yours of 27th instant, I desire to state that the rates and amount arrived at are shown in
detail and are from contract rates supplied me by Mr. Huxtable, and by these I am entitied to £828 0s. 94.
on Scheduie 3. The original Invoice was supplied in this as in other cases in good faith and with the hope
of facilitating payment of an account now of five months’ standing. The item of £22 12+« 0d. was
incurred in London through cash advance being withheld on this schedule and contrary to arrangement.

Yours, &c.
HEDLEY BUTTON:

[Endorsenient]. Referred to the Auditor-General.
Joun HEexwy, May 3, 1893.

{Endorsement 2.] An original invoice of Millington and Sons upon which the claim under schedule
3 is based is now in this Department. It appears from office stamp thereon to have been received at the
Office of Stores on 27th September, 1892, and an account was prepared for the Treasury at the prices shown
in the Invoice and passed this office on 29th September, 1892. It was paid by the Treasury on 17th
October, 1892, but the amount is £552 3s. 11d., not £828 0s. 9d., the amount mentioned by Mr. Button.
[The total of vouchers altogether is £595 4s. 2d. but this includes £43 0s. 3d, commission which is not now in
question]. There is an indorsement on the English invoice above referred to as follows :—¢ Invoice
received by Mr. Button direct, not passed through Agent-General.” This was made in this Office on 6th
December, 1892, This invoice bears the Customs stamp.

W. LOVETT, Aunditor-General.
4th May,1893.

The Hon.the Treasurer.
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: : 5th May, 1893. .
Heorey Burron, KEsq., Launceston. -

Sizn . ]
CIn reply to your Memorandum of the 28th ultimo Mr. Henry directs me to say that the rates you
charge in detailed account of £828 0s. 9d. are not those provided for under contract, and that you had
previously rendered an account for the same goods amounting to £552 3s. 11d., and received payment for
same. : ‘

" Your statement has other errors to which Mr. Henry did not refer before clearing up the amount now
under notice. It will be well that you bring dowr all your invoices and books of account, when Mr.
Henry shall be prepared to go into the matter with you on the spot.

I have, &c. ,
J. E. PACKER, Under Treasurer.

: o : 10zh May, 1893.
J. E. Packer, Hsq., Hobart. ‘
Dxrar Sin,

IN reply to yours of the 5th instant, you have evidently been misinformed as to my having previously
sent in invoices at lower rates than shown on my general statement of accounts.

A few of my invoices I sent in, but Mr. Huxtable explained they were not rendered in a way that the
Auditor would understand, hence he (Mr. Huxtable) =vould prefer to make out the accounts himself, and
I could credit various amounts he authorised on account, and have differences arranged at a final settlement.

I bave been at much expense up to the present, aad can ill afford time or money for the personal visit
to Hobart which you propose. .

I feel sure all to make my claim clear can easily be arranged by correspondence in a very short time.

T am, yours faithfully,
HEDLEY BUTTON.

13th May, 1893.
Sr=w, )

. By direction of the Treasurer I am to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th instant, which
has been laid before Mr. Henry, and forward you a dztailed copy of Treasury Voucher No. 1126 bearing
your own signature. With such a document before him Mr. Henry cannot understand how you can think
that he has been misinformed. Itis noted that you decline to act on a suggestion to visit Hobart ; the
proposal was made in your own interest, and not for any other purpose. Delay in settlement has arisen
through your own inaccuracies. When you furnish a correct statement of your claim any balance that may
be found due to you will be paid immediately.

I have, &c. ' '
J. E. PACKER, Under T'reasurer.
Heviey Burron, Esq., Launceston.

17th May, 1893.
Dzar Sir,

In reply to your favour of the 13th instant, I would point out that voucher 1126 was prepared by and
forwarded to me from Mr. Huxtable’s office simply for me to sign and return, and he said it was neces-
sary for me so to do to carry on and receive payments, as named in my last.

Your suggestion for me to visit Hobart cannot be acted upon at once, as matters now in hand here will
likely detain me for some days, but I shall be glad to go into the matter with Mr. Henry at an early date.

. Yours, &ec.
J. E. Packer, Esq., Hobart. HEDLEY BUTTON.

Launceston, 8th June, 1893.
Jorn HEenry, Lsq., Hobart.
DEAR SIR, - .

SINCE our conversation of a few days ago I have gone over accounts referred to in connection with
Stationery contract, and now hasten to advise you that with regard 1o Berean shipment your statement is
perfectly correct, and though the amount passed is not the highest it is the correct London cost, whilst the
high one is at a rate which includes duty and all other exsenses. I hope to be in Hobart in a few days
and place before you such information as I trust will remove any prejudicial impression you may have

received.
T may add that I feel so deeply the unpleasant position in which I have been placed that I have
written 1o the colonial representative of the firm in question that he may be in attendance at an early date.

Yows faithfully, o
HEDLEY BUTTON.
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7tk July, 1893.
MEMO. from Wiggins, Teape, & Co., Sydney.

I veERY much regret I have been unable to leave Sydney, and cannot, I am afraid, get away until:
Mr. Turn’s return, which I hope will be in about three, weeks from now. I will write you as soom as I .

. can make definite arrangements. With kind regards,
Yours truly,

H. W. MIDDOWS.
Heorey Burroxn, Esq.

11tk July, 1893..
Jonn HEeNRY, Esq., Hobart.
Dgar Sir,.

_ X HAVE just had a line from Mr. Middows (Messrs. Wiggins & Teape’s Colonial Representative),
which I now enclose. My delay in visiting Hobart has simply been to let W., T., & Co. explain, but if
you can spare the time this week I will come down by Express on Wednesday (the 12th), as already much
time has elapsed.

Shall be glad if you would kindly wire me in event of delay being necessary.

Yours faithfully,
HEDLEY BUTTON.

TELEGRAM.
12¢1, July, 1893..

H. Burrox, Esq., Launceston.

SHALL be ready to meet you to-morrow if you could come by Express to-day.
. JOHN HENRY..

MEMO. for Mr. Coombs.’
Offfice of Stores, Hobart, 17th July, 1893

WiLr Mr. Coombs be good enough to report to me on the quality of the articles received from Mr.
Hedley Button in connection with his Contract for 1898 in comparison with those of Contract for 1892 and
previous English Contracts. This refers specially to the articles set forth in Schedules 3, 4, and 7.

HUGH HULL, Acting Storekeeper.

[Endorsement.]

Re Contracts for Stationery. Envelopes supplied by Mr. Batton are of a superior quality to those
supplied by Messrs. Cowan & Sons, and nearly equal to those supplied by Messre. Waterlow & Sons..
General Stationery.equal to that supplied by Messrs. Waterlow & Sons, and superior to that supplied by
Messrs. Walch & Sons, with the exception of the paper (printer’s paper), samples of which were weighed

and are of average weight. )
C. COOMBS, Storeman..

‘ Office of Stoves, 18th July, 1893.
Sir ,

"1 RAVE to report that Mr. Hedley Button called upon me on Saturday, stating that you wished for an
expression of opinion from me as to the quality of the various articles comprised in his contract in compari-
son with Melbourne and Enrlish supplies, and which T now furnish.

Schedules 3, 4, and 7 represent articles of general issue, and are in some instances superior to Mel-
bourne contracts and quite equal to English supplies. . : :

Schedules 2, 5 and 6 represent entirely Government Printer papers and sundries, but owing to the
very large stock on hand of 1821 supplies have only recently been opened up ; but the Government Printer -
reports that, with the exception of binder’s purple cloth, the articles are quite equal to what has been
supplied from other sources. . -

1 may state that every article was closely examined with schedules and found satisfactory, the various .
printing papers weighed, and small stores compared with samples.

A statement is attached showing a few of the principal items in their relative positions to other con-
tracts as far as value is concerned.

In regard to the payment of accounts, each one as it came forward was thoroughly checked by the
Audit Department and located to its correct heading, either at “ Fixed,” ¢ Average,” or “Invoice” rates-
prior to transmission to Treasury for payment.

’ " I have, &ec. . ‘
HUGH HULL, Acting Storekeeper. .

The Hon. the Treasurer.

-
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SCHEDULE 3.

Envelopes, Foolscap. ' Envelopes, Letter.
"English. Melbourne. Myr. Button. English.  Melbourne. ~ Mr. Button.
14/2 7/3 82 8/4 4/6 ' 5/-
SCHEDUZE 5. A
Paper, D. F. Blue, Printing. Paper, D. F. White, Printing.
English. Melbourne, Mr. Batton., English. Melbourne. Mr. Button.
13/2 rm. 9/3 rm. 9/8 rm. 8/6 rm. 6/2% rm. 7/1% rm.

Paper, Double Demy, White, Printing.
English. Melbourne. Mcr. Button.
14/2 rm. 10/42 rm. 12/- rm.

ScHEDULE 6.
Paper D. F. Ruled.
English. Melbourne. Myr. Button.

14/6 rm. 7/42 rm. 8/5¢ rm.
ScaepvLie 7. .
Paper, Blotting, White. Paper, Brown, Large.
English. Melbourne. Mzr. Batton. English. Melbourne. Mr. Button.
15/5 rm. 13/2 rm. 14/- rm. 27/4 rm. 26/9-rm. 25/4 rm.

Fhe Storekeeper will make up a full statement showirg in detail the various lines of stationery supplied
*by Mr. Button which are of superior quality to that supplied by Melbourne tenders, and the difference
iin value expressed in total as well as in detail.
JOHN HENRY.
19. 7. 98.

Forwarding statements showing articles selected from various Schedules for which Mr. Button appears
‘to have paid higher prices than necessary, owing to his not being possessed of the information as to the extent
:and limit of his buying powers in comparison with Melbourne tenders. The Acting Storekeeper regrets
that he is unable to furnish the information required as to the superiority of quality of papers compared
“with those supplied by Melbourne firms, owing to the fact -hat to do so would require the services of a
-qualified expert, which the Acting Storckeeper is not. The Government Printer, whose articles of
-stationery are largely represented in the returns, also states that he is not in a position to judge of the
xespective qualities of Mr. Button’s papers in comparison with those of Melbourne contractors.

: HUGH HULL, Acting Storekeeper.
The Hon. the Treasurer. 22. 7. 93.

WILLIAM GRAHAME, JUN.,
GOVERNMENT PRINTER, TASMANIA.



