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,REP O RT. 

Y ouR Committee have examined such Witnesses as appeared to them to be most competent to 
furnish accurate and reliable information on the subject of their enquiry ; and they now submit 
the Resolutions which they have adopted, after a careful consideration of every poin~ appearing 
to them to bear on the question:-

]. That the \Y estern District, through which it is intended that the Railroad should pass, 
is mainly of an agricultural character, and is peculiarly favourable for the gro\vth of grain and 
every other description of agricultural produce, and thus affords the clearest grounds for anti
cipating· that it will become the seat of a large and dense population. 

2. That the District is, however, now retarded in its progress by the want of a good Road 
for the transit of its pro<luce. 

3. That the present Road from Launceston to Deloraine requires a very large outlay to 
render it efficient; and from the peculiar nature of the soil, and the great amount of heavy 
traffic, will involve a large annual expenditure for future repairs. 

4. That a Line has been suggested, on a Survey by the late Surveyor-General Sprent, 
which offers great facilities for the constrnction of a Railroad, and which, if adopted, will 
provide means of transit for the Districts of Deloraine, \iV est bury, Carrick, Longford, Perth, 
.Morven, &c. &c. 

5. That no complete Engineering Survey has yet been made of the Line; but that such 
evidence has been brought before your Committee as tends to show that a Railroad for a single 
Line. might be constructed at a maximum cost of £10,0U0 per mile, including Stations and 
Holling 8tock, after making considerable allowances for contingencies. 

6. That it has been clearly shown to your Committee that a sufficient revenue would be 
derived from the present traffic to pay the ordinary current expenses of the Line, and the 
interest of the money invested in its construction ; while all experience has proved that the 
introduction of Railroads invariably increases such traffic more than twofold, and generally in 
a much greater proportion. 

7. That, to facilitate the proposed undertaking, your Committee would recommend that 
the guarantee of the Government be given for the payment of interest at the rate of six per 
cent. per annum for ten years, upon a sum not exceeding £400,000, provideJ that the liability 
of the Government under such guarante.e shall not take effect till the Railroad is established, 
and that it shall not be in force during or for any period in which the Railroad is not in 
effective working; and your Committee believe that with such a g·uarantee a Company would 
be found willing to undertake the construction and maintenance of the projected Railway. 

8. Your Committee, looking to the very great advantages which would be derived by all 
the Districts through which the Line now proposed would rnu, are of opinion that, as a condi
tion of the Government guarantee, those Districrs should be required to re-guarantee the 
Government to the amount of one-half the interest by means of au assessment chargeable on 
all property within proximities of the B.ailway, to be determined after the line has been 
definitely settled. 

9. The evidence taken by your Committee, together with the several Plans which they 
had before them, is appended to this Report; and on reference to the eviden.ce it will be seen 
that the almost invariable results of Railroads are the promotion of all local interests by the 
extension of agricultural operations, the increase of population, and the constant demand for 
labour arising out of the employment directly afforded by the Railway works, or by the 
facilities they create in connection with every productive undertaking._ Nor are the public 
int,·rests as affected by Hailway operations unimportant; for it is shown by the experience of all 
countries, that the increased employment thus provided enables the people to consume more 
largely all those articles that contribute to the General Revenue; and in countries where there 
are public lands at the disposal of the Government, as in the united States of America, and in 
the British possessions, the construction of Railroads has raised the value of such lands far 
beyond their original price. 

10. In conclusion, the Committee would strongly recomniend that a careful Survey should 
be made ofth i whole Line by a competent Engineer, and would advise that some grant from 
the Public Funds should be sanctioned in aid of such work. · 

THOS. D; CHAP.:lfAN, Chairman. 
Committr:e Room, 13tlt September, 1860. · 



E V I D E N C E. 

AUGUST l 5, 1860. 

HENRY DOWLING, Esq., J.P., Mayor of Launceston, called in and exarnined. 

Some' Returns have been handed in to the Committee, of which you have a copy; were they 
prepared by you? Y P.S, as far as Returns A and B are concerned. The statements contained in the 

-.4th page I do not consider myself responsible for. I am responsible for A and B. I have compared 
the Tables with the daily returns of the Toll Collectors, and have no hesitation in verifying them. 
(Returns handed in, showing how the Tables of traffic had been made up, for the year ending 30 June, 
1860, at the Sandhill and Westbury Gates.) 

Are the parties by whom the Returns have been prepared thoroughly tl'Ustworthy? I consider 
they are very much so. The idea of taking such Returns was suggested to me by Mr. Champ, the 
Colonial Secretary, in 1856, and I had them prepared. When the Committee determined on making 
further enquiries, they directed me to employ the same persons. They have 'been long occupied on 
these Gates, and, if they have erred at all, they have erred on the side of making them less; especially 
in the case of bales of wool; and this is shown by the Customs Returns of the exports of wool. The 
leading " horses" on the Main Road, for the last three or four months, do not include horses drawing 
vehicles, but are other horses going in for sale. 

Have you taken any means to verify these Returns beyond the Tables handed in? I have taken 
no other means. 

Have you compared the Returns ordered by Mr. Champ in 1856 with those taken recently? I 
have <lone so, but I have no memorandum of the comparison. However, I can say that the traffic is 
greatly increased. From the passenger traffic of 1856, during three months of that year, the annual 
traffic would have been 80,000; while in 1859 the actual passenger traffic was 108,757. 

Have you compared these Returns with the Statistics of Stock printed by the Government? No, 
I have not. 

Do you consider yourself responsible for the correctness of the calculations on page 4 of the 
assumed revenue from the present traffic (marked Table 4)? I do not. The calculations were returned 
by me as Chairman, being assumed by the Committee to be a fair return; but my own personal calcu
lations are <liflerent. 

Looking at this Table, do you consider 6d. a bushel to be the average rate of carriage for Grain? 
In my own calculation I have put down 4d. as the average rate of the bushel of 40lbs. In calculating 
the weight, the quantity on the line would give 11s. 8d. a ton. 

With regard to Flour at 20s. a ton ? I think this is a fair average rate for the whole line. 

With regard to Potatoes at IOs. a ton ? This was put down by the Committee on the presumption 
that potatoes were taken at a lower rate of value. I have calculated the carriage of Potatoes at 20s. a 
ton. I have known the carriage of Potatoes from Deloraine as high as 40s. The greater proportion 
of the Potatoes came into Launceston market from Deloraine, and the cartage is generally over 30s. 
a ton. 

With 1·egard to Wood at 5s. per ton? Wood is now brought into Launceston from a great 
distance. 'l'he bulk of it comes from Hadspen, on the Westbury road, about 7 miles, and nearly as far 
as Perth. I think 5s. below the average price of cartage, but I am content to make the cost per rail 
of wood to be 5s. a ton. I believe the present cost of cartage to be more than 5s. 

Do you think much Split or Sawn Timber would be sent ia if a Railroad e~isted? No doubt of 
it. Deloraine is an interminable forest of Timber, where sawn and other Timber could be easily ob
tained. Longford and Perth would be large markets for Wood from Deloraine. Sawn Timber is, 
~t present, brought into Launceston from Piper's River, which is about fourteeµ or fifteen miles 
from Launceston, and also from the Ports on the Mersey by water. 

With regard to Hay, at 10s. a ton? I think this is very low. I shquld say 15s., and even then 
I should be low. 

On what principle are Hay charged at 10s., Wood at 5s., aI\d Flour at 20s. a Ton_? I suppose 
the Committee have calculated the traffic of such staple articfos as wo.uld pay the Company tq carry 
them. Hay is completely shut out as regards Carrick and Deloraine, at present; but if you cqulq 
carry it at a low rate, you would encourage the growth of it in these districts. I think the Compa~y 
could carry the various articles at a profit. Flour is now carted from Delqraine at 40s. a Ton. 

With regard to Wool, at 10s. per bale? I have reduced Bales to Tous, taking it at 785 Tons, 
and have put it at 20s. a Ton. This is a low average o.f the present cotit~ A go0q deal of Wooi 
9omes to Launceston from Longford, where the charge ~s now 25s. a Tol). 



6 
With regard to Bark at lOs. a ton? This is exceedingly low. I have put it down at 15s. Bark 

generally comes in from about midway from Deloraine, and also from Morven and Longford. I 
believe that a large supply could be obtained from Deloraine for some years. 

Witl_i regard to Bran at 2d. a bushel? I am content to take it at this figure, though it is now 
carried at 3d. a bushel from Deloraine. 

With regard to Cattle and Horses at 5s. each? I think this is low. I have taken it at 2s. 6d., 
presumii:ig that not so many horses would be carried. I am satisfied that Cattle ancl Horses would be 
carried more cheaply than they can be driven. The Cattle are mostly fat ones for the Launceston 
market, and they would be almost exclusively carried by Rail. 

. "With regard to Goods. outwards at 20s. a ton? I believe, taking the amount of Imports into 
Launceste>n, the quantity (8551 tons) is underrated; however, I have taken that quantity at 20s. 

With regard to Passengers at 7s. each? I take the average rate at 5s. each. The numher of 
persons named in the Return (108,857) is the actual number on horses or in vehicles; foot passengers 
are not included; 'of these last nine-tenths would most probably travel by rail. I am safe in taking 
them ·at 5s., for if a train existed you won Id have half as many again travelliug who now walk. Coach 
fare to Longford is now 4s. outside; to Westbury, 6s. ; to Deloraine, 9s.; and these are reduced rates 
as compared with last October. · 

·would not the number of Passengrrs likely to travel by Rail depend on the success of ngriculture 
in a great measure? I should think so. I see nothing to lead me to think the number of Passengers 
will be less than the figures given. I know the population of these districts has been steadily increas
ing for some years past. 

Have you formed any estimate of Grain or produce growl) on lands in the vicinity of the Rail
road and the present road, and the cartage of which to the Railroad would require as much as if it 
were carted to Launceston? I have not. 

Do you not think that by the establishment of a Railroad it would increa~e the numbrr of culti
vated farms, and thus keep up aud increase the population in the district? Y <'S; I hanJ in a 
memorandum of my own as to the traffic, showing that £61,709 is my estimate of the annual Reven1ie 
of the line, instead of £76,766 a year as printed in Table 4. 

By D1·. 0/ficer.-In your opinion could Grain be grown in the Districts through which the 
Railroad would pass at such a price as to permit its profitable exportation to any other Countries 
beyond the Australian Colonies? I have given no consideration to this question. 

Do you know what increase has taken place in the q1rnntity of Wheat and Oats grown in Victoria 
during the past year or previous years? I do not. 

vV uul<l not the su.ccess of the proposed Railway depend almost entirely on the amount of Agri
cultural Produce conveyed by it? If by Agricultural Produce is meant Dairy Produce, &c., it 
would: there are some natural products which would be added to the Railway. 

Would not any considerable increa~e in the growth of particular articles tend to glut the market? 
Of these particular articles a very large increase on the present demand would tend to glut the 
market, but of course I reserve the fact that there are other products which would take their place. 

What would be the position of the Railway as a commercial undertaking if Wheat, Oats, Potatoes, 
and other similar productions could not be profitably exported to the other colonies? The result would 
be a reduction in the profits of the Railway, if we could contemplate such a state of things existing. 

Do you think such an event likely to occur? I do not. 

Do you consider the establishment of Railways would enable this Colony to compete successfully 
in growth of grain with other Colonies? It would do so. If you allow the iron roads of Victoria to 
be completed before you open the countr_v of Deloraine, you shut out your own market ,,·ith Launceston 
or Hobart Town. In bad seasons the Westem District is completely shut up,-in certain seasons the 
road is almost impracticable. In 1856 it was impossible to cart grnin from Dcloraine from April to 
September, causing great loss thereby. 

By Jlfr. Crooltes.-Do you know that our produce has found a ready market in the adjoining 
Colony at paying prices ? Yes, I have understood so. I know that up to June, 1860, 50,000 bushels 
of grain have been sent round to Hobart Town from the Westward. 

In addition to the articles enumerated, are you aware of anv other? Yes. Lime would be a 
large article for local consumption and export to Melbourne and Ge~long. 

B.IJ D1· O/jice1·.-Do you know if there is an abundant supply of Limestone in Victoria ? I 
know that a large quantity of lime (shell) is supplied in Victoria. I know that the local consumption 



7 
, 

of lime-at Longford, &c., would be great.- I have known shell lime brought from: Geelon·g, &c:, sold 
profitably in Launceston. I am aware there was, formerly, a large consumption of Western lime in 
Launceston, and always heard of it as a good lime ; the Tamar Lime-works were in work then ; 
but the Western lime was considered superior to the Tamar lime. The present price of Lime is 
about 5s. a bag of three bushels, I believe. The Western linie f~tches 6s. a bag, or 2s. a bushel 
at Perth. 

Have you any knowledge of the extent of the Agricultural Lands. of Victoria, through which 
the iron roads now in course ot construction will pass? I do not know; but the quantity appeared to 
me to be large, on a recent visit which I made to Victoria, all along by Ballarat and also at Geelong. 

Have you co~sidered how the railroads should be constructf'd, whether by Government or by a 
Company? My gPneral conclusions have been, that the Government, as a mere matter of public 
policy, shonld construct snch road. I think they should do that on the sarrie calculation as if they 
were making a road from Hobart Town to Launceston. I am of opinion that a Government should 
not calculate if it would pay in the sense ofa mere commercial tran~action, but should take into account 
all the indirect advantages derivable from it. If the Government did not undertake it, the promoters 
might look to the Government for aid in another direction. If they could show willing capitalists, 
Government should hold out such encouragement as is held out elsewhere in the ~hape of guarantees, 
and in other forms of assistance, such as land for $tations, say at a fair price, or even by grant. But 
I think that if the promoters of the Deloraine Railway can show that it would be a really safe invest
ment, the Government ~hould look to the direct benefits to the Colonv, giving all encouragement to 
capitalists by gnaranteeing interest on a certain amount, say 6 per cent. for 10 years on £400,000. 
This would not involve the question of what a Company might invest, but ¥'ould give sufficient 
encouragement to it. 

By Mr. Nairn.-Would not an English Company require a permanent guarantee until the 
whole of its capital was returned? I believe a Company could be formed that would undertake the 
work on a Government guai•antee at 6 per cent. for a period of years to be agreed on, on the capital 
expended,-provided proper concessions were made to the Company to prevent competition. 

, By J.1!fr. Wedge.-Do you think the landholders of the District would reguarantee the Govern 
ment ? No, I think they should not be asked to do so, any more than you could ask the people on 
the main line of road to reimburse the Government for its expenditure on that road. But I think that, 
rather than the work should not be completed, some system of assessment might be established. 

By 11fr. Button.-Are you aware that assessment has been resorted to in the drainage_of London? 
Yes, I have read so. 

M1'. Wedge.-Have you gainPd information as to the best line? No; the instruction to Mr. 
Gale was, to take the data furnished by Mr. Sprent, but to make fresh survevs, and to make a general 
report on the line. 

The line, if constructed by a Company, would belong to that Company; is it desirable they 
should have the entire regulation of the charge for carriage? The practice is, that the Act of Parlia
ment gives the maximum rates of charge or fixes the rate of Interest, as in Gas Companies. 

How long have you given attention to the subject of a Railway from Deloraine to Launceston? 
More particuhirly since 1857, when I pre,ided at a large public meeting of northern colonists held in 
Launceston in August of that year; but, as I have before stated, I was employed by the Government 
to obtain information in 1856. A public meeting was held on the same subject at Deloraine iu June. 
1857, at which the Honourable Mr. Nairn presided. The Resolutions passed at these meetings _I beg 
to hand in. · 

, What opportunities have you had of becoming acquainted with facts bearing on the subject? I 
have acted as Chairman of the Committee appointed at the meeting referred to until the present time. 
In that capacity I have had frequent interviews with persons possessed of local _and engineering 
knowledge, and I have consulted publications on the question. I have already referred to the late 
Colonel Thompson and Mr. Rose, representatives of the Railway Contractors Messrs. Jackson & Co. 
Mr. Gale also, a Civil Engineer of large experience in railway works, and rngaged by the Launceston 
Committee to make a full survey of the proposed line, has furnished us with important advi_ce. Since 
th!;l visit of Colonel Thompson and l\Ir. Rose to this Colony in 1858, I have corresponded on thi~ 
quest.ion with Mr. Gabrielli representing Sir M. Peto & Co., and with gentlemen having the direction in 
New South W ~les of the contracts of that eminent firm. 

Will you explain to the Committee the capabilities of the Districts referred to for maintaining a 
railroad? . I have already perhaps an~wered this question pretty folly. But I should like now to add, 
that there are few instances on rt:cord, even in America, where on so short a line of country the 
:.ame capabilities have existed prior to the introduction ofa railway. 

Yon have spoken of the bad condition of the ,present road. Are you aware of any natural 
<lifficul!ies in maintaining :! good one? These I understand to arise principally from the nature of 



the soil, and from the scarcity of the necessary materials along the line of road. It has to be remem
bered too, as I have before intimated, that the road, for the most part, has .never been thoroughly 
formed. · 

Have.the Districts in question facilities for the construction of a railroad? The facilities for the 
construction of the proposed iron road are, I am informed, unusually great. On this question, 
however, the Committee can have the evidence of Mr. Gale, who has been over the line. Colonel 
Thompson and Mr. Rose also personally inspected the proposed line, an<l they reported highly 
favourably. 

Have you any opinions to give in addition to those already statt•<l as to the results which would 
follow the construction of a railroad? The results we may thus far calcnlate with certainty. That 
the farmers un the line, and beyond Deloraine, will be able more profitably to supply colonial consumers 
with the pro<luce of their farms, and to compete in the markets of Victoria and elsewhere. The yet 
undeveloped results may as confidently be prPdicted from the recorded experience of Europe and 
America. Upon this point Dr. Lardner, in his work entitled Railway Economy, has some very 
pertinent remarks which I respPctfully submit to the Committee·:-

"The products of agricultural labour have, in general, great hulk, with proportionately small value. The 
cost of transport has consequently a great influerce upon the price of these in the market of consumption. 
Unless, thernfore, this transport can be effected with considerable economy, these products must be consumed 
on the spot wher!! they are produced." p. 4. 

"If sufficiently cheap and rapid means of transport be provided, these productions find their way easily 
to the great centres of population, and the rural population which produces them receives in exchange innu
merable articles of use and luxury, of which they were before deprived." p. 5. 

" In some cases the price of an article at the place of consumption consist,; exclusively of the cost of 
transport. An article has frequently no value in the place where it is.found, which nevertheless would have 
a considerable value transported elsewhere. Numerous instances of this will occur in the case of manures used 
in agriculture. Every reduction, therefore, which can be made in the cost of the transport of these will tend 
in a still great.-ir proportion to lower their price to those who use them." p. (J. 

"While the Houses of Parliament were occupied with the numerous Railway Acts which had been brought 
hcfore them. a great mass of evidence was produced, illustrating the advantages which both producer "nd con
sumer would obtain by the increased cheapness and expet.lition of transport which railways wo11ld supply. ,;, <-• 
But forcibly as the evidence bore on this species of agricultural produce, it was still stronger respecting the 
produce of the dairy and the garden. Milk, cream, and frr.sh butte1·, vegetables of every denomination, and 
certain descriptions of fruit, are usually supplied exclusively from a narrow annulus of s<'il, which circum
scribes the skirts of great cities. *' *' Since the introduction of tr·nnsport by railways, we sP.e attached to the 
trains, morning and afternoon, numerous waggons loaded with tier over tier of milk cans for the supply of the 
metropolitan populatipn." pp. 8, ll. 

· '' In the case of the transport of persons, the time of transport is represented by the vnlue of the labour of 
tlie travellers and their expenses on the road. " *'· Improvements in t,·ansport which will render travelling 
cheap, easy, anti expeditious, so as to bring it within the means of the thrifty and industrious operative, will 
enable labour to shift.its place, and seek those markets in which the demand is greatest." p. 13. , :· 

I respectfully submit that these remarks apply with singular appropriateness to the districts through 
which it is proposed to carry the iron road, not only as to the conveyance of produce but of persons. 
With respect to produce, almost any quantity may be rai,ed in the we~tern di~tricts from the farm, the 
garden, and the dairy. From the latter, I believe an expol't would soon be formed, not only repre
senting a respectable sum of money, but stimulating and encouraging habits of industry and economy 
amongst the numero;is small farmers of the Colony. 

Then the rapid transport of persons would be of great social and commercial value. The harvest 
in the western districts is always mnch later than at Cressy, Morven, and Launceston; and labourers 
in large numbers periodically move from one district to another. So by thia railway great advantage 
would accrue to thr. operative classes. 

One fact I should like here to add to the statement that the Crown have 80,000 acres of rich land 
in.the districts to be affected by the proposed road, namely, that the Police Districts of Westbury, 
Longford, Morven, and Launceston comprise 1,449,000 acres of land . 

. How, in your opinion, would such a road affect the country beyond and on the line? The con- . 
structiop. of a railroad to Deloraine· ( or, as I would recommend, to a few miles beyond) must favourably 
affect all the country beyond its terminus, and for a co.nsiderable distance from the line, .because, those 
Districts having no great inland markets, the former must send his prorluce to the coast. The 
adyantages of a railroad would be realised far distant from every point at which the line may be 
accessible. .The collective benefits of railway communication I have found very well expressed in a 
treatise by Stephenson published by W eale; and to quote such an authority will not, I hope, be deemed 
out of place in a reply to the question last put. The writer says-

. _1. The value of land and property generally is increased by Railways passing through or near it, and 
connecting it with. a shipping port or other large market, to an amount varying from 100 to 600 per cent. 
on ai1 average; the increase in many instances havirig been beyond this proportion; 
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· 2. Cheap, rapid, and secure means of transport have had the effect of increasing the produce and 
manufactures of the Districts to which it has been applied to an extent varying from 75 to 300 per cent. 

3. The same facilities have increased the number of persons travelling, in the average proportion of 400. 
per cent. 

4. The extent of these advantages is estimated by, and bears a direct proportion to, the greater or less 
facilities of transport previously existing. 

5. The benefits are directly proportioned to the extent of country traversed. 

To these ohservations may be added from the same work, quoted from an eminent writer in the Quarterly 
Review:-" Railways are the well.spring of iutellectual, moral, and political benefits, beyond all measurement 
and all price,-creating such a revolution in the internal trade and resources, as no thinking man can 
contemplate without being lost in wonder." 

·wm much expense be incurred for compensation? I cannot think so. I presume that in any 
legislation provision will be made for the settlement of disputed claims to compensation, by a jury 
or other referees. 

Have you any means of giving the probable revenue of the line at the opening or within a 
given time of opening it for traffic? 

I have given in my estimate of returns of traffic revenue. I should like to say in explanation 
of the item of passenger traffic that, since I have been in Hobart Town, I have heard an objection 
that it is not a fair calculation ot passenger traffic to take the number of persons who, in any given 
period, rode through the gates in question; inasmuch as, these gates being i1ear the Town of Laun
ceston, great numbers of passengers will have passed through from a very short distance beyond. I 
wish to say that this objection can have been made only liy persons unacquainted with the northern 
side, and the locality of the gates. Unlike the gate on the New Town Road, near this City, the 
gates referred to have no population within from 6. to 9 miles of them; whilst there is the farther 
consideration, far outweighing tbe objection, that no attempt has been made to give, in the returns 
submitted to this Committee, the number of travellers passing between intermediate points. 

Have you made any calculation of the probable interest which may be derived from Capital 
invested? Assuming the cost of the Railroad to amount to £350,000, the interest at 6 per cent. will 
be £21,000 per annum. 'l'aking the cost of working at 50 per cent. of the gross yearly receipts of 
£61,709, namely, £30,854 + £21,000 = £51,854 per annum, we have still a margin of £8146, or 
more than 2 per cent. per annum additionnl interest to the Government or other proprietors of the line. 

AUGUST 16, 1860. 

RODHAM H. DOUGLAS, Esq., J.P., Car1·ier, ef Westbury, called in and examined. 

You reside at Westbury? Yes. 

You heard yesterday Mr. Dowling's evidence with reference to rates of traffic. Do you concur 
generally in the opinion? In some I do, in some I do not. I think the average of the cartage of 
Grain is about 6d. per bushel of 40 pounds. Flour about as printed, viz. 20s., perhaps a little higher. 
Potatoes ought to be more than 20s., according to the traffic from Westbury to Town; they ought to 
be at least 25s., and from Deloraine 12s. 6d. These are about the present current rates. Wood: I 
know very little about this, but were there facilities for taking wood out of our District there would be 
a large demand for timber ancl firewood. Cartage of wood at 5s. would not, at present, cover the 
expense. I think that you might work in wood and stone to help make up traffic at times. The 
bulk of firewood for Launceston comes 10 or 11 miles, and is delivered in Launceston for 15s. a ton, 
two-thirds of which would be the expense of cartage. Hay at 10s. This is a fair cartage for the 
short distance now carried, round about where it is grown within 10 miles of Launceston. If facilities 
for Hay were given, large quantities would be grown at the Westward. I should charge 25s. a ton from 
Westbury, to clear expenses, and from Deloraine I would not cart Hay under 40s., but at present no_ 
Hay is sent in from Deloraine. 

Is there sufficient Hay grown in your District ? I believe there is a fair supply in market at 
present at £510s, but it could be grown and delivered from the Westward at a much cheaper rate, if 
facilities were given for the carriage of it. At Deloraine it could be grown at about £4 a ton, delivered 
on the farm. 

Does Hay fluctuate much in Launceston market? LPss this year than in other years. Jn 1859 
tqe price was about £6 10s. I cannot account for th_e difference, but when. Oats are cheap Hijy is 
cheap. I don't think there is any demand for export of Hay. 



10 

By 1l£r. Wedge.-Couid not the farmers at Deloraine grow it at less than 
profit .is to be given to the grower. I usually' grow two tons to the acre of Hay. 
fair average crop, from 35 to 40 bushels. 

£4? Not ifa fair 
Oats, I consider a 

By Dr. Oificer.-Wnuld there be a market for any large increase in Hay, Wheat, or grain of 
other sorts? I cannot say, unless a demand for Export arose,-the local consumption would 
be increased, but not extensively. 

Wool, 30s. a ton. Is that a fair price? ·we have very little goes by us, it goes from Lake 
River, &c, but not from the Westward. We charge, by bale, abont 9s. to 'l'own fr,.m Deloraine, but 
much less from intermediate stations. 

By 11'fr. Cliaprnan.-You know the line of Rail; do you consider 10s. a bale too much? 10s. is 
too high a rate. 5s. a bale would pay to carry it. 

By Dr. Officer.-Would a large quantity of the Wool go by Rail? A large part of it would 
come by rail from Perth, Longford, and Lake River, as it could cheaply be carted to the Stations ; 
hut it would not, in my opinion, be carried by rail from the Ross and other Interior districts, unle~s 
it could be carried at a very low rate, say 10s. or 12s. a ton, or about 2s. a bale from the short stations 
of Longford anrl Perth. I think growers could cart it themselves from Perth and Longford at 2s. 6d. 
a bale. I would do it myself at that rate willingly. The expen~e per week of a four-horse team and 
man at present would be £10 to £12. I could make five if not six journeys from Perth to Launceston 
in a week. 

Bark, at 10s. a ton.-Do you know where Bark is principally carried from? Near town, within 
fifteen miles. I do not think 10s. a ton enough. It is bulky and awkward to carry. If facility were 
given to carry bark from the V{ estward by Railroad, I think there might be an increase for it. 
Wattles grow at the W estwarcl. I don't know the madrnt value in Launceston. The bulk of bark is 
required for export. Bark exists about Cleveland, but it would not pay to cart it in at present. 

Brnn at 2d. '? The Rail would carry a good deal of it. The charge is hardly enough: it ought 
to be 3d. in proportion to grain. 

Cattle and Horses, at 5s. ? I think this is low. The Proprietors would immediately employ the 
railroad for carrying fat cattle, as it would be so greatly for the advantage of the grower and the 
butchers. Some horses would go in by rail. Not so many, because they can travel better. The 
Westbury District is an extensive cattle district. 

Sheep, at 3d. ? I think Sheep-farmers and Butchers would employ the rail for fat sheep, and 
would much rather pay 3d. a head than drive them in, as it would be to their ad vantage; and more 
sheep and cattle will, in future, be grown at the ,v estward. 

Pigs, at 3d. ? I think all would go by rail. There has been a large demand for pigs at Victoria. 

Goods, at 20s. a ton? This is not enough. To Perth and Longford it should be 15s. The cart
age would yield much more. It is more now. The fair average including all the stations is now 25s. 
About half the goods come up on the Westbury road. 

Passengers, at 7s.? A great number would go hy rail. If a rail were e~tablishecl many more would 
travel than do now. To Perth, Morven, and Longford the fare is now about 3s. to 4s.; to Westbury, 
6s.; Deloraine, 9s. · I think 7s. quite enough. I almost think it too high. If the price were lower, 
the number of persons who would travel by it would be great. llnilroad travelling wo11ld be so much 
superior. · The whole line of road from Deloraine to W esthury is bad, and if we had a bad winter it 
would he almost impassable in some parts. Most of the road is merely a fenced-in track, and has 
never been properly made. Between Carrick and W,.stbury the road would be quite impassable in 
some parls if rain had set in. This is about 10 miles. Sometimes we meet 80 01· 90 teams a day, 
waggons ancl drays on the road from Westbury 10 Launceston. More men have been employed c,n 
the road than would have cost to make the railroad. A road-rate has been levied on the district in 
three of the road districts at one shilling in the pound, the maximum rate of assessment, which will 
not keep the road in repair. If the road were once properly made the assessment with tolls would 
keep it in repair. There is µlenty of material, but in some µarts yon would have to cart it two miles. 
'11

0 make it fit for traffic would cost £1700 to £1800 a mile. The distance to Deloraine is about 
31 miles. · 

llfr. Butler.-You think the District suffers great loss from the badness of the roads? Oh yes. 

Do you think the quantities stated in the returns can be relied on? Yes. I don't think the 
quantity is in exce1:.<e. I have no reason to doubt the accuracy of the Returns. The Toll-keepers 
would have no interest in making incorrect Returns. I believe them to be trustworthy men. 

Is there much intermediate traffic that would not nppear at the gates? Yes; and this would 
;:cld to the Railroad traffic, especially about Norfolk Plains; and, in addition to the articles now 
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.carried, I tl1ink lime could be brought into Launceston, and also timber·; and there are good freestone 
quarries and slate within a few miles. 

J.Wr. Cliapman.-You know the Shipping Port of Latrobe on the Mersey? This is ahout 26 
miles. I have hrard that 50,000 bushels of arain went down this sC'ason for shipment there. I 
think about 5d. to 6d. a bushel is charged for c~rtage. 

. If a good road were made, then would grain be sent there for shipment from Deloraine? All on 
the Westbury side of Deloraine and its vicinity would go to Launceston; but, if a good road were 
made, much would go to Latrobe on the Mersey. I know of no greater obstacles there than any 
where else. ~ think m'.1ch of the Janel is Crown land; though many small farms are now springing up 
about the Wlnteford Hills, north-west of Deloraine . 

. Do yon know what price Crown land realiaed on this line recently? About £7 or £8 an acre. 
Dry good land finds purchasers with much competition. 

Do you think a road could be mflde from Deloraine to Mersey at the same rate as you stated 
before? Yes: and ifa good road were made it would increase the growth of grain, as farmers would 
settle on the line. A good road always benefits any part of the country. The quantities in the 
Return would be maintained notwithstanding such a road from Deloraine to Mersey being made. 
From my general knowledge of the Road Districts they could be kept in repair between Launceston 
and Deloraine with the tolll-l and maxfm um rate of assessment; but it is an expensive line of road 
to keep up from the extensive traffic and wet nattue of the country and climate; but it coultl be weH 
d1·ained. 

MR. S. HENRY, Store~eeper, Delomine, called in and examined. 

You reside at Deloraine. Do you know the country between Launceston and Deloraine? Yes; 
I have been in the District for 8 years. 

From this paper, you have heard the evidence of Mr. Dowling and Mr. Douglas. Do you wish 
to make any remarks on their evidence? Yes, for I don't agree with each. I believe generally as to 
quantities, they are very considerably underrated, both as to passengers and goods. I do not know 
the f,arties who prepared the Returns. Wheat and oats are underrated. I don't think a fair pro
portion has been put down, in consequence of my knowledge of the quantities grown in the Di~trict 
and sent into Launceston. In 1856-7-8 the Government Returns are in excess of the quantities sent 
into Launceston, and the same Returns for 1859 and 1860 show no decrease. I think 6d. a bushel of 

. 40 lbs. too high. I average the rate on Westbury road 6d. and Longford 4d., the overcharge would only 
apply to that crossing the main line of road, as quite three fourths of the grain referred to in the 
Return comes from the Westbury and Deloraine Districts. 

Flour. · The greatest proportion comes from Longford and Perth, and about one-third from West
bury District. I think 20s. too high for Longford, but would be a fair average for Deloraine, Westbury, 
and Carrick, the other two-thirds I average 10s. a ton. 

Potatoes 10s. I believe the quantity underrated, the greater part come from the Westward; 20s. 
is a fair average rate in my opinion. 

Wood 5s. I think the carriage should be 10s. a ton. I have no reason to doubt the quantity. 

Hay 10s. This would be carted about the same distance as wood, say ten or fifteen miles. I 
believe the quantity is correct, though underrated as to the charge. I think it ought to be not less than 
12s. on the ,iv estbury Road. I do not concur in Mr. Douglas's general opinion as regards hay ; but if 
the railroad were carried to Deloraine there would be a considerable increase in its cultivation. I have 
spoken to a large farmer, who said the average produce ought not to be less than four tons to the acre 
in this District; and from that I am of opinion that hay would become an article of export to Mel
bourne, in consequence ·of the cheap mode of getting it to market. New hay from the field in 
Deloraine was, at Christmas, sold for 25s. a load, assumed to be a ton delivered. Hay could be stacked, 
trussed; and delivered in De:loraine for 50s. a ton, and at this price would pay the farmer. 

Mr. Button.-Do you think a railroad would put a price on Straw? Yes, it would become a 
marketable article. It is very scarce in Launceston, and is sometimes as dear as hay. 

Wool? From what I know of wool I think all grown by Ross, Campbell Town, and Lake River 
would be sent by rail, assuming it to be carried from Perth or Longford stations at a low rate. I think 
2s. a bale too low. I think 2s. 6d. a fair average. 

Bark? I think 10s. a ton too low; it ought not to be less than 15s. The actual price of cartage 
of chopped bark is now 17s. 6d. If facilities were afforded, and an increased demand, there could 
be a larger quantity carried. 

'Bran at 2d.? I concur with Mr. Douglas as to Bran. 
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Cattle and Horses ? I am sure the Graziers and Butchers would send tlieir fat cattle by Rail. 

I think the Rail would be employed for Horses. I had a conversation with some Cattle Graziers in 
our neighbourhood, and one told me that every head of cattle he sent down from Chudleigh to Carrick 
cost him 5s. ; and he now makes a rule of selling them on the farm. The same remarks apply to 
Sheep and Pigs. I believe all Sheep, whether store or fat, would be carried on the Rail. · 

Goods at 20s.? I believe the quantity rather under than overrated. I think 18s. to 20s. a ton 
outside would be quite enough on tlie Westbury and Deloraine Road ; and 10s. on the other Roads. 
I notice Butter, Cheese, Fruit, and Jams were sent into Launceston, to the extent of 145 tons from 
Deloraine and West bury; 155 tons from Longford; 175 from 1\lorven : total 475 tons. 

You have seen the Returns taken in 1857? Yes; the comparison of the Returns obtained 
in 1857 convince me that the Returns in the Table, No, i.!, are underrated. 

Passengers, 108,757 at 7s.? I concur ge~erall,v in Mr. Do,vling's and Mr. Douglas' remarks as 
t.o the coach fares to Perth, Longford, Deluraine, and Westbury, except Deloraine, where the fare is 
7s. 6d. I think 5s. might be taken as a fair proportion on the Westbury Road, but 4s. on Longford 
and Perth. 'l'he Toll-gate people rent the gates by tender, and their interest would lead them rather to 
underrate than overBtate the numbers and quantities, but I have every reason to believe the Return is 
correct. There is aleo the intermediate traffic, which is great. 

You have l~eard Mr. Douglas' remarks as to the road from Deloraine to Launceston ? I concur 
with all his remarks on this point. I got an estimate from a Surveyor as to repai1-ing the road 30 feet 
wide, and it would be, exclusive of bridges and culverts, .£1400 a mile. Good bridges now exist, 
although tney are very old and built of wood, but the culverts are mostly in decay. 

Do you agree with Mr. Douglas' remarks as to the Mersey?. ·It is true that while the road was 
good a large quantity of the 60,000 bushels of oats wrre carried from Whitefoord Hills, 9 miles from 
Deloraine and 18 to the Mersey, at 6d., but wh<'n the wet set in the contractors thre,v up their con
tract, and stated it would not pay them at Is. 

If a good road were made from Deloraine to Latrobe, would much more grain be carried down · 
that way? No; I think not more, probably, than went down last season for some years to come. I 
concur with Mr. Douglas that the tolls with the maximum assessment would keep the road from 
Deloraine to Launceston, if once well made, in efficient repair. 

If a good road was made from Launceston to Deloraine, costing say .£1700 a mile, would such a 
means of communication be sufficient to supply the wants of the District? No, unless greater facilities 
were offered to bring in our produce to market at reduced rates, and the only way this could be done 
would be by rail. I think a railroad could be completed with plant for about .£350,000, being about 
£8500 a mile. I have come to this conclusion from conferences with those who know the line. 

By J.'r.fr. Butle1'.-ls there much Government land still in the Deloraine District in the imme
diate line of road? Yes, a considerable quantity, but I do not know the quantity. 

Do you know the extent of uncultivated land in the Westbury and Deloraine Districts? In 1856, 
155,000 acres ; in 1857, 76,000 in Deloraine alone. 

"r ould the railroad increase the population and cultivation? Yes. I estimate that out of the 
76,000 acres in Delorain~ 40,000 wo11ld be brought into cultivation·if a railroad were established, and 
consequently find employment for a large number of men and horses. 

Has agriculture increased much near Deloraine oflate years? Yes, very much; and the popula
tion of Westbury, Deloraine, aml Port Sorell were-in 1848, 1782; in 1851, 2842; and in 1856, 6000. 
The buildings in Deloraine in 1853 were 27 houses valued at .£1267 a year ; 103 houses have been 
since built, valued at £2990 a yrar; and the present annual value of allotments not built upon but 
improved brings up the amount to .£5420 as the annual value. 

Has the progress of the District bern retarded by bad roads? If we had had good roads the pro
gress of the District would have been much more rapid. There are inexhaustible supplies of limestone 
all through the District, and is allowed by builders to produce the best lime in the Colony. And the 
timber is the best in the Colony-one forest in particular, about three or four miles from the line. Vast 
quantities of this could be brought into use for posts and mils for Longford, Cressy, &c.; the present 
price at Cressy is .£3 a 100. They can be split and delivered in Deloraine at 20s. We are already 
working freestone, and it will supersede brick in a great measure, and much would go to La1~nce~ton, 
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AUGUST ~.3,, 1860. 

M.R, J: N. GA.LE~ Oivil;Engineer: and; Surveyor; ea.lied in an<J,exami11ed. 

You are the Engineer employed by the Corporation of· Hobart Town superintendi~g the, •. ,Water 
works ?' Yes. · 

You have had experience in the formation of· Railways? I have; in Great Britain, in the 
United States, in Canada, and in New South Wales. 

Have you, at the request of the. promoters of·the Deloraine_ Railroad, been over the proposed 
line? I have. 

Will you describe the inspection which you made? I went over the country proposed ·to be 
traversed by the Railway, between Perth and Deloraine, and I find that the works would be of a very 
light and inexpensive nature. The chief work between those two points would be the Bridge crossing 
the So_uth ~sk. 

Is there any other exten~ive work on the line? None whatever. 

Have you visited th~ line from Launceston to Perth? I have not gone over the e:x;act· line pro• 
posed by Mr. Sprent, .but I.have examined.the country generally, so as to be able tQ·.give an approxi
mate estimate of the cost. The country between Perth and Westbury being so favorable, there wquld 
_be no difficulty. in taking the line a.mile or so further south. It is immaterial as regards the cost; I 
have estimated the line to be two or three miles shorter than Mr. Sprent's, I am not acquainted with 
the Adel phi, the Oaks, and Bishopsbourne Country. The ground, however, being favorable, I should 
a~vise that the line.be_ cai:ried th_ro.u.gh ur n_ear existing Villages. 

What is your opinion of the prop,osed line from Perth to Launceston? 'l'he ground along this 
portion of the 1,he is more undulating. It is impossible, without a section, to say what the amollnt of 
earthwork will be, but even here the work_s cannot be of a very heavy character. 

Haye you prepared_ an estimate of the expense of·a line from Launceston to Ueloraine? I have 
~reparetl two different estimates, and will read them to the Committee, (Estimates, No, 1 and No, 2 
1·ead and put in.) · 

These are approximate estimates as regards the earthwork. r· have estimated that the earth~ . 
work from Launceston to Perth will cost £7000 a mile, and frQm Perth to Deloraine £2000 a mile, 
for a single line. I consider that I hav_e taken a suffi.cient margin to cover the extre:ine cost . 

. By llfr. Nair11,,-8upposing the necessary funds could'be obtained, which· estimate 'YOJ!ld yo11 
recommend ·should be -adopted ? - I would recommend No. 2, . I think, it. would qllite meet the wantil 
of the District for ten years to come. 

Do you thip.k the woodwork would answer instead of brick,wo1•k? Yes, I ,think the woodwork 
generally would last for fifteen or twenty years. 

By the. item " Land" do you mean compensation to proprietors 1 Yes, for the pt1rchase of land 
from privat_e individuals.• 

By J.Wr. Button,--,-Ldhe use of •Timber general in the Railway:a of Victoria a"d New South 
Walei:?? Not in the Govern_ment lines of,Vi·ctoria, but in those of ·New South' Wales it is at present 
extensively_ used. It is general.ly adopted in all lines constructed by private companies, I believe a 
large portion of the sleepers and timber for piling, reqllired in Victoria1 has been sent from this Colony, 
The facility of obtaining Timber at a moderate rate would a:/lect the cost; and it1 my estimate l 'b,ave. 
taken this into account. · 

Are there other facilities here? Yes; on many parts of the proposed li:ne the1·e are good 
materials for_ ballasting; plenty_ of gravel. - · 

By JJ!fr, Nairn.-,A.re you aware of the cost of ·R,ailroads in New Soqth Wales? l believe Peto, 
Brassey & Co. are now making them in New Sol.lth Wales, for Government, for aboqt ,£10,000 a 
mile, including the condition of keeping them in repair for a year after bei:ng ope:µed. . 

By Mr. Button.-Do you know anything of the recent ~ailroa,qs it1 ,;\delaide 1 I do :not. I 
understand they obtain most of their timber from Western Australia, 

Do you know anything of the Grand Trunk line of Canada? I have travelled .over the' chief 
portion ·ot the country now traversed by this Railway, l believe it has cost at the rate of about 
£10,000 per mile, including the Victoria .Bridge. 
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Are there any other extensive works on this line besides the Victoria Bridge? Yes; the bridge 

across the Ottawa is an extensive work. There are also other numerot1s rivers intersected by this 
line, thus entailing an unusual expenditure for bridges. 

Do you think the e"Kpense of that line would be greater than a line here? Yes; much greater 
on that particular line, assuming die works to be of the same character in both cases, This line is laid 
with a heavy rail. The superotructure of many of the bridges is of timber; the culverts being built 
of stone. 

Do yon know what was the cost of the Victoria bridge? The total cost has been £1,310,000 
sterling. 

Are there not extensive works of this kind in India? There are. I believe the average cost to 
have been about £8000 a mile for those lines already opened. On severai of the lines the1·e.are 
works of unusual magnitude. For instance, on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway, the Bhore 
Ghaut incline qccurs, nearly I 7 miles in length, and having a rise of upwards of 1800 feet. The 
estimated cost of this inc'.ine is £750,000. Induding the heavy works, the average cost has been 
abuut £8000 a mile. 

By 11'[,·. Cohen. You say that in New South Wales the cost is £10,000 a mile laid with heavy
rail? Yes; so I am infor111,ed. I_ do not consider that any of the lines now beii:Jg- made there pass 
over such favourable ground tor the construction of a railway as occurs between Launceston ancl 
Delorain.e. 

By the Chai.-rman.~Wil! you. state your general opinion on tl1e ~ubject.of the cost of construc
tion? I have taken J?ains to be radJer over than under the probable cost, in the Estimates which I 
have made. I ha.ve estimated that the line should run down to the Market Square in LRunceston, 
which is public property. There will also be a line of rails l3iid down to the wharf. 

Supposing a line constructed according to you1· Estimate, No. 2, what would be the annual cost 
of keepi11g the same in efficient repai1·? That will depend on the amount of traffic. Assuming the 
present traffic only to be carriecl, £1,30 per mile is sufficient to keep it in efficient repair for 12 or 
15 years. 'l'his applies only to rails an_d sleepers; it does not include the repairs ot rolling stock. I 
have prepared an estimate of the working expenses of the line at its first opening·. Assuming that 
there are three trains each day, the expense would be about £14,000 a year. 'l'hc total expense of 
,yorking and keeping up the line, for the existing traffic for the first year, including the £ 130 a mile 
for repRirs, would be about £23,800. I may fm;ther state that this line will present unusual facilities 
in working it. In going from Deloraine to Launceston all the gradients, with the exception of a short 
length, will be either descending or level.. Xt is i1J this direction that four-fifths of all the traffic will 
pass._ 

Would the working expenses increase in the same proportion to the increased traffic? They 
wnuld not. Tbe experience up.on all lines is that the proportion of working expenses decr,.ai;es 
relatively as the traffic increases. In Great B1·itain the working expenses vary from 35 to 50 per 
cent. of the total receipts; 45 per cent. may be taken as the average. . 

Wood and Coal together can be used fo1: fuel, although I consider that coal alone would be 
c:heaper,_ Several Railway Companies in England now ·burn Coal iustead of Coke. The wood here 
is Jes~ inflammable and does not possess the same heating power as the American wood, 

By 11'fr. Button.-From your r.xpr'I'ience of Railways in Canada, what has been the effect on 
traffic? From my experience· I should say the increase of traffic has varied from two-fold up to 
six-fold, both as to passengt•rs and goods. In ~ome new districts, where there was no traffic whatever, 
l,failways have created it. Short lines of ordinary bush roads, and even plank roads, have in some 
cases been mad.e to the line. It cannot be doubted that the formation of the proposed line would aive 
rise to a large traffic in many articles, which, in the absence of a Railway, are at present valueles~. 
Lime, for instance, would become an article of ex:port to Victoria, the quality of lime obtainable there 
being very inferior, and specially unsuitable for the constmction of engineering works. 

Do you know if rail roads have proved succe~sful in the agricultural districts of America? They 
have. For example, in the central portion of the State of New York, 250 miles from the City,-where 
the District i~ not finer than that which the proposed railroad will traverse,-farmers are now within 
four or five miles. of a railroad, the lines running n~ady parallel within 10 miles of each other. No 
doubt the beneficial effects, both to the farmers and to the proprietors of ~ railroad, would be felt for• 
15 mile;; on each sicle where no otht'r railroad existed to compete with it. 

By Jl1r . .N:'airzi,.-Does your estimate include more than the contract of Peto, Brassey, & Co., of 
£10,00U a mile? Yes; my estimate inclµdes stations and rolling stock, which is not included in their 
cuntruct. · · - · 

By llir. W eston.-Are the facilities for the construction of railways in the Stat~ of New York. 
greater thau iu this Colony? They are; materials aml labour being lower than here. From the 
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nature of the climate, the expense of keeping them in repair would be greater than in Tasmania. In 
the state of New York the frost penetrates two or three feet, The working cif the lines is frequently 
impedetl by a heavy fall of snow. 1 

- · • 

. By .1.W-r. B1liton.-Do you know if the pre~ent rate of transport 'is higher.in this-Colony than in 
Canada and the United States, assuming the mod~ of transport to be the same? lt is much highe1·; 
I should say•more than double. In Canada there is not mueh passenger traffic in winter, relatively to 
that of summer: For six months of the year, almost all the Railroacls are subject to the competition of 
Lake, River, or Canal traffic. The net-work of Railways in ·the central portion.of the State of New 
York, to which I have already alluded, w~re constructed in the face of an orgariisecl system of Lake 
and Canal navigation, and yet all of them have proved highly successful speculations, as they have 
all the traffic during the winter moriths. The Grand Trunk Raibvay has also to· contend with a 
magnificent River and Lake navigation, and yet, although this line may be said to be only just 
opened, the prospects of the Company a1·e most satisfactory. 

No. I. 

APPROXIMATE Es!imate of the Cost of the proposed Railway fi·om Launceston to Deloraine. 

Land 
Fencing 26,000 rods at 4s. 6d. 
Earthwork 
Permanent ,vay 
Bridgf1s, Culverts, &c. 
Depots and Stations 
Plant 

Contingencies an.d Engineering, 10 per cent 

£ 
6800 
5850 

130,000 
152,000 

36,500 
24,400 
33,940 

389,490 
38,9W 

£428,439 

In this Estimate the rails are taken at 75 lbs. per yard, and the. ballasting 13 feet wide by 1S inches 
deep. 

All the bridges are assumed to be of timber, and all culverts under embankments less than 10 ·feel in 
height are formed by means of piling. ' 

The greater portion of the buildings at the several stations are estimated 11s of wood. 

· The sum put down for the plant includes only the locomotives, carriages, trucks, &c., &c., necessary to 
carry on business during the first year. 

This Estimate assumes all the works to be formed for a single line. ThPre is a sufficient lPngth of double 
line nt each station included in the estimate. 

If the bridges and culverts were of brickwork, and of the width .required for a double line, the super-
3tructure of the bridges being formed of iron girders, and if all the buildings of depots and stations were 
also of brickwork, the probable cost would be about £600,000. In this sum the earthwork is estimated as 
for a si!lgle line. ' 

., ,J, N. GALE . 
23 August, 1860. 

No. 2. 

APPROXI1'l£ATE Estimate oftlw Cost of the proposed Railway from Launceston to .Deloraine. 

Land 
Fencing 26,000 rods, at 4s. 6d. 
Earthwork , -
Permanent Way 
Bridges, Culverts, &c. 
Depots and Stations 
Plant 

Contingencie(and Engineering 10 per cent. 

~ 

£ 
6,800 
5,850 

130,000 
80,000 
36,500 
24,400 
33,940 

317,490 
31,749 

349,239 

In this estimate the works are supposed to be of the same character as in the former estimat~, with the 
exception of the permauent way. The weight of the rail in this case is taken at 50 lbs. to the yard, and the 
ballasting 9 feet wide by 1 foot in depth. 

'13;:d August, 1860. 
J, N. GALE. 
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ESTIJrIATE of working Expenses at t!te first ope11ing·1iftl,e Line. 

Staff - -
Three Trains up and down per clay, say 80,000 miles per annu"\)1 at 3s. (,I~. 
Ballast and materials for repairs - ·, -

JO Platelnyer5 
20 Ditto, labourers -

1\·I aterinls 

£ 
1200 
2000 

32()0 
2o'oo 

40)5200 
£180 repairs per mile. 

£ 

7810 
14,o'oo 

2000 

-£23,810 

·w. R. FALCONER, Esq., 1Jfrect01· of Publ·ic 1-Vorlis, called ·in and examined. 

You are Director of Public Works, and a Civil Engineer by profession? Yes. 
' 

You have resided in Launceston, a11d know the line of Railroad proposed from Launceston? Yes. 
I know the general features of the country through which the road is to run. I know ail the country 
from Perth by Longford, Westbury, to Deloraine. 

Between Deloraine and Longford are there any difficulties of an Engineering character ? None. 

' What about Perth and Launceston? There are some inclines going out of Launces1on. The 
chief work will ·be to cross the Esk near Longford. The earthworks, I car-mot say much of them, 
though I have heard that a favourable line can be formed thr,mgh the valleys without mnch difficulty. 

You have resided in Canada? Yes, for eight ye[\rs, an·d have frequently visited the United 
States. I know the construction of the Railways in Canada and the States. 

Have they been corn;_tructed on_ costly principles ? Some, and some on general principles. 'l'he 
Grand Trunk was taken by Peto at .;$10,900 a mile. 

You know that the proposed line is 42 miles. Do you think a line could be constructed liere as 
cheaply as in Canada?_ Yes; from my k,nowleclge of Canada Railroads I am of opinion that a 
single line could be here constructed,. complet_e witl~ rolling stock, for £10,000 a mile. 

Do you know th.e working expenses of a Railway? In 'America the working' expenses are 
much greate1· th;m in Englnl)_d. 'J:he Railway lias been made chenply for low speed. The speed has 
'been increased without proper precautions, an_d this costs much rilore to keep the ioads in repair. 
There would be a greate·r expense than i_n England for repairs and wages here, though wood would be 
burned instead of coke or qoal here, and thusOless injury would be done to the boilers. 

What is the condition of the present road frol)l Delo1;aine to Longford? Very bad. It woulc 
cost £1500 a mile to make a good·and effecriv:e road from Deloraine to Westbury, and £1000 on to 
LauncestoI1. It is about 32 miles, Th.e road hµs never been properly made. 

Have you any idea wh~t tJie workipg expen~f:!S.. of the line, 42 miles long, would be? I can't say 
without going in,to figures. In Engla~d it is. gene1;ally 50 per cent. on the receipts, but the increased 
charge for goods ~pd passenger traffic wo.\1_ld cov,er the_ extra 'expense of working the line. In Canada, 
on the new lines, it is taken, at 50 pe1· cent.-, wher,e t.h.ere is. much ·competitioi1 by water and canals, 
except in wi:nter._ · 

By lib·. B1ttton,....;.Do you thin~. a line he:r:e would have to encounter as great difficulties as on the 
Grand Trunk. Line in Canada ? No ; I do not think the expense for corn pensation would be as great. 
'l'here are not greater difficulties here than are experienced ill Canada. The shorter the line is, the 
greater t-he expense for Stations.. Near Montreal one Line, 8 miles long, cost £16,000 a mile, which 
wa~, afterwnr<l~,. extended about 20 miles on a similar construction, at i1 ·cost of £5000 a mile; both 
lines being cari:_ied out by s171all Contractors, in detached Contracts. In the first part of the line the 
expense w~s caused by piling_ ov.er _a swamp,_ anµ g,_11_ the workshoP,s of the line, and increased cost of 
compensat10n. · · · ,, 

By :Jfr. -Clwpman.-Do yo«i thipk tl1e expense of compensation near Launceston _would be 
g:reat? No, because for some distance the land is Crown Land; and also the Stations could be had on 
Government ,La_nd in the '.J;'own. Th~ line cquJcl. be tak~n out for_ a mile without any corn pensation 
whatever. 
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By 11!lr. Butto,i.~Do you think a great increase of traffic would follow :from tHe ·establis'hment 
of this line.? -I think so. That ·has been the case -in in'y experien·ce, especially 'in Canada ·and the 
Uhitei:l States. 

Do y~u think that by the ~hsence of competition on the Deloraine line it would compare favomably 
with othe1· lines that y.ou kno,v? Yes. 

What mode of •construction ·would you ieconi'menu, by a Company ·iir Government? By a 
•Company w:outd be much 'rno1•e desi:rabl'e. 

'Ca:n you name any.li'n:es where.the 'ilr'!·ange'inent of ·guaraiite'ed interest by ·ihe 'Government has 
been carried out? I think in Canada this has been the case, where, in some instances, the l\'[unicipali
ties re-guarantee the Government where the debentures have been isrned by the Government. 

J.Wr. Nafrn.-Do you think that a Company would undertake tlre ·contract if the Government 
were to guarantee 6 per cent. for, say, 15 years? Yes, I think so. 

J.Wr. Weston.-Do you think the Montreal line you mentioned is a more diffi'cult line than the 
proposei:l one here ? No, I do· not think so. 

Mr. Crookes.~Does the expense depend on the weight of rail? IY! part it ·does. In England 
the weight is 80 lbs. a yard. Here a 50 rail wo'uld be quite suffi.'ciient for a speed of 20 ·miles ·.an hour 
for pa:ssengei's and '8 o'i· 10 for goods. · 

From your knowledge ·of the tiinber to the westward, 'do y01i think it calculated 'for railway 
sleepers ? I think it is admirably suited for the purpose. 

Don't the frosts of Canada render the expense of repair greater? Yes; much ·grea·ter than would 
be ih this Colony. The drainage must be much better. 

How long aft'er the consttuction of a new iine is exte'usive rej:iair require'd? Sometimes 'in 3 or 
4 years; in others not for 10 years where the traffic is not so heavy. 

What effe0t had Railroads on agriculture in Canada?· It inC!reased the population and extended 
agriculture ·wherever the lines were laid down, and: doupled the va,h1e·of the land in most cases-and 
·ev,m to ·a greater ·extent. 

Wot1ld ·yoi.1 considr:r the prospec_t of_the :belofairie line good as regards opening ·up the. G~_vern
ment lands in the neighbourhood? I thmk so; for t~e westward: lands are as,. good as any of the 
w heat,growing lands I have seen in Canada or lI nited States. 

Dr. OJficer.-What becomes of the grain carried on the Canada lines?: lt i~gel).et-ally exported 
to England. 1'here must be ail export for- the grai11 at Lau.n·ceston to keep up the traffic on the 
Deloraine line, for there is not consmnption on the northern. side for-the g1;ain there produced. 

The great increase of population in Canada has.. been. since the introdµction, of. railways, th1mgh 
c<;mtiguous to the extensive grain-growing cou.ntries of the United States. 

Do you think the farmers of Canada could ·compete with the United.'States fatrrie,i•s without rail
roads ? No, unless they resided near .water carri.age._ 

Is £10,000 c'alcula:ted for hi'gh speed on a' road? Xes, the Delora:i:ne- line would be _considered 
a short line. I think £10,000 q~ite the maximum.. '.Che pa~seng_~r traffiQ- fal)s C>.ff considerably in 
winter in Canada. · 

I;nu11Ceston, 13tk August, 1860:. 

Sin, 
AGREADLY to your Telegram of the 11th current; requesting me to .. report on the.-extimt.and character of 

the country adjoining the proposed Railway between Launceston and Deloraine,. in all localities. in which, 
advantage may be taken of imch Railway, I brg to forward a rough sketch of.the country between Launceston 
and Delorai11e, showing the extent of the land· !tenerally occupied, which r: think wil1 <'nable the following 
remarks on the same to be understood ,: at the same time to idve a particular detail of every proprrty 011 the. 
line would require several days' time, as well as to know-the precise line of railway, .. which is not yet decided. 

Bnginning nt Deloraine Township, a line due East to Longford Township is,.24 miles; the country occu
pied, and which may be considered available on the North and South of such line, beginning at· a width of 6 
miles at Deloraimi and various widths, as per trncing, until to the south ofLongford it is 18 miles. I estimate 
at an average width of 12.-miles, which in that-disfonce gives 184,;320 acres of land ; but at least 30,000 acres 
of this I consider is. only fit for pasture ; the produce of' which 184,320 acres on th.at distance is likely to be. 
sent to market by, the prop_osed line. 
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To the west ofDelornine the occupied 1and branches off into four lines, which could be estimated at about 
25,000 acres of fair land likely to send produce to the railway. The remainder of the crown .land surround
in15 the private land along the extent of country is only fit for grazing, and in fact hemmed in by the moun-
tarns. . . · 

I would therefore estimate the extent of fair land -likely to produce much traffic for the Railway from 
Longford to the west of Deloraine as about 180,000 acres. 

The cro~n land on the north of the Meander River is generally quite unfit to cultivate, except in small 
spots; also the land to the north of Piper's Lagoon, in place of S(;lnding produce to the railway, distant between 
5 or 6 miles (probably more), would be sent into town direct by way of the Cataract, so soon n_s a bridge is 
erected. over the North Esk River there, by which way the distance would be about the same ns to the nearest 

' part of the Railway. · 

Again, if, as is proposed, a wooden tramway is made from Chudleigh and Deloraine to Latrobe, the pro
duce grown to the west and north of Deloraine would, most likely, be sent to Latrobe in place _of to L:mn-
ceston, the distance being much shorter. · · 

, 
Again, between the Lnke and Macquarie Rivers 'and.the South Esk the land is chiefly adapted for pasture 

only, unless irrigation can be applied. 

From Perth and near Evandale, the produce between these places and Launceston would probably only 
be sent by rail from within a distance of a few miles. From Evandale a considerable traffic might be expected 

· to come from the river· Nile, &.c., but the land there is only fit for grazing. There cannot be much expected 
from the Crown lands surrounding the private properties on this line, especially to the south and west of 
Deloraine, as the best is nll taken. I believe there is no Crown land now in Deloraine for sale, and only a 
few lots in Westbury, Carrick, and Longford, in which Townships the value would be increa~ed considerably 

. l)y the_ railway, also a few hundred acres on Brunby's Creek, part very rocky, and remote from the line. 

,vith respect to a bridge over the Meander, from Fenton's location to Lot 65, I would observe that, 
from the present road between Westbury and Deloraine, a right of road would have to be obtained through 

· Fenton's location-a· distance of near one and a quarter miles, nearly level, and through cultivated land; nnd 
at present there is a bridge over the Meander River at Egmont Mill, two miles more to the east, from which 
a road leads to the main road, between West bury and Deloraine. The difference in the distance by these two 
roads, (supposing the new bridge erected), would not exceed over one mile. 

The Crown land to the North of Lot o5 is generally only fit for pasture, nothing but stony hills, and 
accessibl~ from the present bridge at Egmont Mill. , _. 

With respect to the proposed bridge over Quamby's Brook, opposite Lyttleton-street in ,vestbury, 
leading to Egmont Bridge and mill before referred to, I would remark, that, the sanction of Sir R. Dry would 
have to be ·obtained first, as there is no rond there at present or only recently. It would certainly be a con
venience for those persons residing .on the Town~hip_ north of the main rqad, and on the east of William-street. 

· For, suppose such a road made, it would save such persons about 40 chains shorter in distance than by the 
presont road leading to Egmont Mill, only it would be necessar.v to keep the old road open as well, leading 
through the property of' Mr. T. W. Field, and for about 40 chains through Sir R. Dry's land, until the new 
proposed line from Lyttleton-street joins the present road. 

' . 

There would be no difficulty in making a good road along the proposed line, as the ground is all firm from 
Lyttleton-street to Egmont Bridge. 

As to the quantity of produce from land about Evandale and the White Hills, very :qiuch would depend 
on the line of railway and the position of the station, as from several places it might be as easy to forward 
direct to market as to the station. 

· I believe also much would depend on the nearness of the railway to Carrick, if the produce grown to the . 
north of the Meander there would be sent by rail or direct to town. · 

I believe the extent _of country to be affected by tl\e railway will never iµuch e:x;ceed the area I have 
estimated it at, as" a !urge portion seems incapable of ever being brought under cultivation. 

I am, 

E. W. BoOTHMAN, Esq., IJeputy Oommi~sioner of Crown Lands, 
Hobarton. 

Sir, 
Ypur most obedient Servant, 

JAMES SCOTT, Surveyor, 
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AuausT 31, 1860. 

The Hon. W. S. BUTTON, Esq., J.ll.J.,.C., examiiied. 

I bold in my hand the statement of the assumed revenue of the traffic on the Launceston and 
Deloraine railroad, prepared by Mr. Dowling the Mayor of Launceston, and marked D_. 

In my opinion it is to be relied on as regards quantities according to my own knowledge. Some 
time ago a proposal for constructing a railway was made, and careful enquiries were instituted con
nected with the traffic. · This table agrees with the result of the enquiries then made. I am firmly 
persuaded that the estimate may be relied on. The charges are fair, and the total amount is, I see, 
£61,709. 

In addition to this estimate do you think there would be much additional traffic? Yes, for there 
is now a considerable intermediate traffic between Deloraine and Longford, which does not appear on 
this estimate, and which would greatly increase were a Railway established. 

D. 
ASSUMED Revenue by Railroad if the Traffic ef 1859 and 1860. 

647,035 bushels of Grain at 4d,;;:. 
3877 tons of Flour at 20s. 

677 tons Potatoes at 20s. 
I 0,589 tons "\Vood at 5s. 

3703 tons Hay and Straw at 15s. -
7>35 tons Wool at 20s.t 

1787 tons Brrrk at 15s. 
38,lii9 bushels Bran at 2d. 

4415 Cattle and Horses at 2.~. 6d. -
23,215 Sheep at 2d. 

2983 Pigs at 2d; 
8551 loads Goods, out, 20s. 1 -

" vJ,757 Passengers at 5,s. -

'" Or about lls. 8d; per ton. 
t The exports were 1476 tons. 

JAl\IES BARNARD,. 
GOi'ERNl\IENT PRINTER, TASllIANIA:, 

£ 
10,784 

3877 
677 

2648 
2777 

785 
1339 
312. 
552 
193 
25 

8551 
29,189 

£61,709 

------
HENRY DOWLING. 


