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SIR,·,, •1.!'' · . .'11,·, I ,, 'J•' -:.· ' • ". -:::\ l.·,, :;; . / 
... ;THE case.imported by;.:me per Alcyon, No. :4.7-1; containing, ~'Glass Paper,'.!.is.t;lk:en int_q 

tb_e Custom Honse Sheds, and detained there as being .dutiable. T, deny .. that _it is .so,, as the 1.t\.ct: 
expressly states that every description of Paper excepting " Room Paper " is free ; and I m&intain 
that Glass Paper is not Room Paper, that it is called on every sheet "Glass Paper," and is a 
description of paper packed.in quires of 24 sheets, and.then into ,reams.:. 'l'his.:is iully,::known in 
the trade, and it is retailed to mechanics and. others in numbers.as paper.: 'l'he.iquestion,1:ai.sed by_ 
the Cnstoms is, that it is more than paper and should pay duty. In: :answer..,:.,.it, :has, glass .. clqst on, 
one side, then is called ". Glass Paper." You .will observe .that :the- further, ·manufa~ture, of the 
paper has not caused it to lose .the name of paper., ,Out of thirty opinions-on the-.subject·,oilly.t,h_r,ee. 
agreed that it was not paper entirely, and I now put the same question to you that I put to those 
three : Is it no description of paper? I. think you ,wil! .answe1: as : they did, that. it is , a,, :description 
CJf paper, and the Act.states that every description of paper is free excepting '·.' Room ,Paper.'.': <The. 
question in dispute is only.sixteen shillings and si:ii:rence.; and-i£ Glass:,Paper·, is imade,duti;i)JJe, t4e 
whole year's customs for that article will not amount to more. than fom po:unds,- a:nd -~ b.elie:ve-the:: 
more articles that are taxed will only decrease the revenue (except Protectio_n) .. : · 'l'he.: µutiel'!: ofi 
Collector of Customs should be performed by a gentleman of _sterling abilities, and when doubts 
arise. upon this or any other article of customs, should refer them to you; and if thought proper to 
have the tariff altered, should be brought before ,the, next meeting of ParJiament. :··,1J1~ ;oply. 
alternative is for you to order the release of No. 474, or nie to have· this iinpost 'decided 'i.ii)oh by 
Jury in the Supreme Court, where you will find. yo_u. ha~~n~t .. a feat_h,er: ~? fly. ,}L~ ~- an~, _e~e~y: 
reasonable person knows that the exposure· of many thmgs, which had better be s1hmt, 1s the result 
of lawsuits. · · 

Yours very respectfully, 

JOSEPH MOIR. 
Tlte Hon. the Colonial Treasurer. ' ' ; •• •- ( l .' ;,: ~·: _' ' ·, 

,I : 
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REFERRED to the Collector of Customs. A similar request was made by Messrs. Marsh & Co,, 
18th .October, l S65, and refused. 

C. MEREDITff. 
28th 11:lay, 186(;,. 

I AM of opinion thatthe article in question is not pap'er undei· the meiiriing of the Act} it:has the 
addition of glass or sand, and by that bec9mes a m:anufactlire on pape'r, ·and liabJe to:,d tity, , At:the' 
Port of Launceston t?e duty ischarged·oii.like'importaticfns. · · ·., .·:,;•, ,., ·'" • .... ,! ': :::; ,_,, -,·, 

THOMAS 'r. WATT, Collecto1·. 
29tli May, 1866. 

Colonial Treasury, 30tli May, 1866. · 
S1R, .. ~,'\\1 '1•, ~ ~ ',\ ,,/~.' : :,:1. ~ 1°' ,.\ ... , 

IN reply to the question put by you to myself .in ... your letter without date, as to whether ·Gl~~s 
Pape: should p~y duty, I ~a.veto inform you .. J~~(J all} ,clearly :of·~pi.~i,9,n,.i~ slloµl~r·· ,.'r,p~,~l!-~~­
quest10n was raised by Wilham Marsh & Co. m October last, and I mformed them that Glass· 
Paper was in my opinion subject to duty, and that it was not of the description. exempted in the 
Schedule to the Customs Act. Glass Paper. ha~ always paid dnty here and in Launceston, and is 
in fact a manufacture uf_ glass on paper,~an · E;!COn,omical s,ubstitnt~ .. for p91,ishing. yowfl~_i:. f9x, st~el 
goods, and f<_Jrms a, port10n of. the tools us~_d , by carpe~te,r~, cabrnet makers, co_ach. pµ1ld\:ts, aii.d 
?thers in fini~hing and polishing_ their work, a_nd js a man_µfacture 'as inuch ·a~ .~api~r)µ~chf< "~~i.c_h 
1s a preparat10n of paper, of which many articles are manufactured, by glu~1iig ,sheets· of .paper 
together: here then we _have a description of paper, and I think you will allow 'that' the· Leg·isliitu're 
in exempting " Paper of every description" did not intend to include the description of paper 
known as Papier Mache. · 

. - .• - . ' . . . . \ ,. . • ' . - ' ·- i• -~ 
I have the horior · &c · ·"· · - ·· •. · · · 

: " ' •, , . _,, .:· ?. ' . 1.·•~i : ,f; •, -. , \'. .. : :: , :.: _· ... _ .. _: 

' JosEPH Morn, Esq. 
· . ,.,CHA:RLES.:ME-REDITH. . . •;. . 



4 

Economy House, 6th June, 1866. 
Srn, 

IN reply to your opinions upon my letter wi:thout. date;, it being a reflection upon the past, 
present, and future, it was of little consequence.,wheth.er dated: October, January, or June. Your 
opinio1;1s have not caused ~e;, to alter. mine upon the. exis!ing _Baw that _Paper of every description, 
exceptmg " Roou;i Paper; 1s exempt firom duty.. In v:1-olat1on of this Law, I was compelled by 
might to pay eight.een shillings fqr Case 474,. m.easuring 9 feet according to. the calculation of one 
of your Landing Waiters._ • Its dimensions were: taken by him as 2ft. 3in. x 2ft. 2in. x 1ft. IOin. : 
if you or any other aritln;netician can make that 9 feet, it. is more than. l can. Perhaps our 
Tasmanian Customs Law runs that over 8 feet shall be computed 9 feet. This exaction is rated 
one shilling and sixpence per ream upon " Glass Paper." 

You mention next that others in the trade here and in Launceston had objected and paid : 
their doing so does not settle the question of right and wrong, and make out Glass Paper a tool. 
I have·• this to. say~ that tools are made of hard substances such as steel (except amongst savages who 
U5e flint). 

You· ne-xt compare Glass Paper• to "Papier Mache." Papier Mache is a description of paper 
manufactured into many articles such as. tables, desks, boxes, tea trays, and other articles for use 
or ornament, carry.ing• the descriptive name with them. Not so with. Glass Paper, for it does not 
lose its nam(3; and cannot be manufactured into anything else, but which is bought by the ream and 
sold- so;. also: by the quire· and even by the sheet, carrying along with it the usual sty le of stationery. 

Therefore I beg that tlie decision may be altered. by you, as I have· altered mine of taking 
this impost· into the·Supreme Court, as I belie,ve · the Law remains that the G0vernment does not 
pay expenses, and I do not intend to- fight other people's battles; but will decidedly take another 
course, and lay the 0orrespondence before the public, as each sentence is ample for a paragraph 
in the Public Press·. 

Yours respectfully, 
JOSEPH l\'IOIR. 

'J!/ie Hon. C. MEREDITH, .Esq., Colonial· Treasurer. 

Fonw:ARDED.·to. the Collector for information as to.the measurement of case 474. . .. . ~ . ' . . 

C. MEREDITH. 
6th June, 1866. 

CASE No. 474 gives 8 feet 11 inches cubic measure, and as elev':!n inches 1s over the half-foot it is 
taken as a foot; half a foot and under is given in favour of importer. 

T. T .. WA TT, Collector. 
7tlt June, 1866. 

Hoba·rt 'Town, 18th October, 1865. 
Sm, 

WE h~v:e, received a package contammg Glass Paper for which the Collector of Customs 
demands dut:Yi and as. paper of every description, except Room Pa,per, is exempt foom duty we 
claim to have the Glass Paper free. We. wish to know whether our claim will be allowed. 

The Hon. the Colonial Treasurer. 

\,Ve are, 
Sir, 

REFERRED for ·the J;emarks· :o£the Collector of'Customs. 

Your obedient Servants, 

WILLIAM MARSH & CO. 

CHAS. lWEREDI'l'H. 
· J9tlt Or:tober, 1865. 

Tim materi!ll in, que_stion is what· is corn monly called Band Paper : a finer description is made of 
g:l'assfor use o~·carp.enters, &c. l'am of_opinion·_that t~~ t~rm_" Paper_ofevery des?ription" cannot 
apply to an article manufactured as that m question. t:':hm1lar 1mportat10ns have paid duty. Some­
till}f::lS•;it. is_ mad~ on c_ali'cQ. 

THOMAS T. WATT, Collector. 

MEM0,-'--1 am clearly of opinion that Glass Paper is subject to duty. It is not paper of the 
description exempted in the Sched·uie of the Customs Act, which alludes to paper for writing or 
for -printing-·upon:; ,ancl.does. not even allow Room Paper to pass free of duty. 

CHARLES lVIEREDITH. 
20tlt October, J 865. 
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Colonial Treasury, 21st October, 1865. 
GENTLEMEN, 

I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the l 8th instant claiming to be allowed to 
import a package of Gla::;s Paper duty free. In reply, I have to inform you that I am clearly 
of opinion that Glass Paper is subject to duty. It is not paper of the description exempted in the 
Schedule to the Customs Act; which alludes to paper for writing or for printing upon, and does 
not even allow Room Paper to pass free of duty. 

I have, &c., 

CHAS. MEREDITH, Colonial Treasurer. 
Messrs. W. MARSH & Co. 

Economy House, Hobart Town, 17tli June, 1869. 
Sm, 

AnouT three years ago I hau communication with the Treasurer respecting Glass Paper being 
a description of paper. According to the Tariff every description of paper, excepting Room Paper, 
is free. I herewith enclose part of wrapper of one ream and a piece of the paper itself, sincerely 
hoping·you will order that paper to pass free according to Tariff, or place a fixed duty upon Glass 
Paper by the first meeting of our Parliament. 

I am, Sir, 
Yours obediently, 

The Hon. THos. D. CHAPMAN, Esq., Colonial Treasurer, 

REFERRED to the Collector of Customs for his observations. 

JOSEPH MOIR. 

THOS. D. CHAPMAN. 
Treasury, '26th June, 1869. 

I HAVE no doubt but that I am _right in charging duty on Sand or Glass Paper as goods not 
otherwise enumerated, 4s. per cubic foot. It is a manufacture on paper, and not actually paper 
of a description. Permit me here to remind you that it has been decided that paper made into 
bags are liable to duty as a manufactured article. · 

THOMAS T. WATT. 
28th June, 1869. 

MEMO.-After full. consideration of this case the Government have decided to admit the paper 
referred to-viz., Glass Paper, for use by carpenters and cabinet makers, as per sample submitted 
by Mr. Moir-free of Customs duty, in accordance with the provisions of the Customs Duties Act, 
1868, which exempts paper of every description from duty except Room Paper. 

SrR, 

THOS. D. CHAPMAN, Colonial Treasurer. 
5tlt August, 1869. 

Colonial Treasury, Hobart, 5th August, 1869. 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your· letter, dated 17th June last, with 
reference to passing Glass Paper through the Customs free of duty. · 

In reply, I beg to inform you that the matter has been fully considered by the Government, 
and it has been decided to pass the article referred to free of Customs duty in accordance with the 
provisions of the Customs Duties Act, 1868, which exempts p~per of every description from duty 
except Room Paper. The Collector of Customs has been instructed accordingly. 

I have, &c., 

JOSEPH Morn, Esq., Ironmonger, .JJ.urray-street. 

Tms letter sent through Mr. Watt, with instructions to peruse and act. 

JAllIES llARNAnD, 
GOVER?-~IEN'l' P RD!TE11, 'l'AS::l!i\N!A, 

' THOS. D. CHAPMAN. 

5tlt August, 1869. 


