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RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH: 

To the Honorable the Speaker and the Honorable the J.lfembers of tlw House 
ef Assembly of' 'l,'asmania, in. Parliament assembled. 

The humble Petition of Charles Meredith, M.H . .A. 

THAT your Petitioner is an Elector for the Electoral District of Sorell. 

That at the late General Election Mr. J . .A. Gunn, Mr. S. 0. Lovell, and Dr. Blyth were nominated 
as Candidates to serve as a Member for the said Electoral District. 

That at the Carlton the Deputy Returning Officer did, contrary to the provisions of the Electoral .Act, 
21 Viet. No. 32, vote himself on the behalf of persons who were not blind, by striking out the names 
-0f Candidates as indicated to him by a paper brought from outside the Polling-place to him by persons of 
influence. 

That Mr. J . .A. Gunn was declared to be duly elected notwithstanding such malpractices. 

Your Petitioner, therefore, humbly prays that your Honorable House will refer this Petition to the 
Committee of Elections and Qualifications, and that all papers and documents relating thereto may be pro, 
duced, and_the Election of the said Mr. J. A. Gunn declared null and void . 

.And your Petitioner will, as in duty bound, ever pray. 

CHARLES MEREDITH, lltf.H . .A, 
Dated this 19th day of July, 1877. 

, 

.JAMES JIARNARD, 
GOVERNMENT l'RlNTER, TASMANIA,' 



[Jn continuation of Paper No. 27, presented l9tli July, 1877.] 

REPORT .from the CPM:LUITTE~ QF Ei.~oTro:r..-s AND QuAr.IFn-:A.-TlO:NS ?tPfJ'(l, tf?e. l'fJ.#ti(J'f!t 
of CHAR;J-.,E,S MEREPP-'_H, Bsqitire, against the Rr::tu.rn of J.A,¥,~S · ~"!-'!,l~))EL!: 0-VNN, 
Esquire, witlt Minutes_ of t/tr:, Proceedi.n_qs of t!w Corrimittee, and Pvidenc(}. 

[Brought up by Mr. Douglas, 7th August, 1877, and ordered by the Hous!J of !,ssemtiJy tg b.!l priri!~~J 

MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE. 
MR. DOUGLAS, 
MR, HODGSON, 
MR. BELBIN. 

Mu. PILLINGER, 
Mu. BALFE, 

DAY OF M EETJNG. · 
7 August, 1s77. 

WITNESS EXAMINED. 
MR. HUGI'j: F. lfARDIM-4.N, 

EXTRA OT from the Votes and Proceeding~ of tl1e lfouse of. As_semb,Zy, l'{o, . . 5, 19th /!fly, 1877., 
3 . .A Petition, signed by Charles Meredith, Esq., ns a ;MemJ.,e:r of this Hoi1se, ;igainst t3e ~l!l~tJin1 pf :T 1 4. !Jurm,:Esq., 

as Member for Sorell. 

'Yhic~ being re!!µ, was refe_rr~d: f!..C9W.di11g to." 1'h~ Elector.al Act," to the Committee of ,Ele9tiq11s and 
,Qua)1_:fi.cat10ns. · · - . · . 

REP .Q RT. 

THE Committee of Elections and Qualifications duly appointed under the provisions of" The Electoral 
Act," to whom was referred on the 19th July, 1877, the Petition of Charles Me:\'edith, Esquire, 
against the Return of James Arndell Gunn, Esquire, as a Member for the Electoral District 
of ~c;,rell, have dAtermined and do hereby declare:-

1. That James Arndell Gunn, Esquire, was, on ~he 26th day of June, 1877, duly.elected a 
Member of the House of Assembly for the Electoral Drntrict of Sorell. 

2. That the Evidence before your Committee discloses that the Election was in accordance 
with "The Electoral Act." . -' · 

3. That the Committee adjudge that the Petitioner shall pay the costs of the sitting Member 
in opposing· the said Petition, which thy_;y- assess at £10 4s. 8d. 

Committee Room, 7tli August, 1877. 
ADYE DOUGLAS, Chairman. 

No. 6. 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE. 

TUESDAY, 7 AUGUST, 1877. 

Present-?!iir. Douglas, Mr. Hqdgson, Mr. Belbin, Mr. Fillinger, Mr. Balfe. 

The Committee met at 11 o'clock, 

The Clerk read the Petition. 

1. Mr. Meredith appeared in support .of his Petition·. 
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Mr. Giblin appeareµ for 1'1r. Gunn,: 

2. Hugh Francis Hardiman called by Mr. i.\forcclith, and examined on oath. 

3. The Committee deliberated with closed doors. 

. 4. On resumption, Mr. Meredith, in reply to a question by the Chairman, stated that he could n.ot rc.duce 
·Mr.·Gunn's majority by more than the four names mentioned by witness Hardiman. 

·5, The Committee decide that the allegation contained in the Petition was n~t duly sustained. 

6. Mr. Gihlin applied for costs, which the Committee assessed at £10 4s. Sd, 

7. Ordered, tlmt the decision of the Comri1ittee be embodied in a Report fo1· the House. 

The Committee adjourned sine die. 

·EVIDENCE.· 

HUGH FRANCIS HARDI~1AN, examined. 

By 11fr • .ili"ercditlt.-Wlmt fo your name·? Hugh Francis Hardiman. 
Were you a Scrutineer at the Election fdr'Sorcll? l wus. 
On whose behalf? Dr. Blyth's. 
At what Polling-place? Carlton. 
Who was Deputy Returning Officer there? Mr. Coram. 
Did Mr; Coram vote for any persons who were blind? No. 
Did he vote for any persons who were not blind? Yes. . .. 
Who? There were several; but the only name I recollect distinctly is one Henry 'l'udor. 
In what way did be vote for Henry Tudor? · Henry Tudor brought in a paper with the three candidates' names 

on it. The names of Dr. BI) th and Mr. S. 0. Lovell were struck out, and the name of Mr. Gunn left standing; and 
he placed the paper on the table at the Returniug Officer's elbow; and the Returning Officer just looked over the 
paper, and sti·uck out on another paper the two corresponding names-Dr. Blyth and Mr. S. 0. Lovell-and put 
the paper in the box. There were several other pel'sons, not blind, who were voted for, whose names I don't 
recollect; but, by looking at the roll, I could . rell their names. [The Electoral Roll for Sorell was handed to the 
witness.] There was Francis Beddulph, P!lter Curran; and George Riley. 

[Attention was drawn to the fact that the witness had not been sworn; and he w.is sworn, and the above 
evidence read over to him.] 

J,un:s JJAR~AnD, 
GOV!slHOll\:-iT rHINTEH, TAS3!ANJA. 


