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MR. INNES'S .REPORT. 

TRACK FROM MOLE CREEK TO ROSEBERY. 

Hobart, 31st July,J897. 
Sm, 

JN accordance with your instructions, dated 17th of Octo,ber, 1896, to cut and mark a track 
from :Mole Creek to Mount· Reid, "\Vest Coast of Tasmania, over a route supposed . to ·have been 
found by :Mr. C. RusseUwho had been sent out for tp.at, purpose by the .Launceston an.d North
W est Direct Route Association, and also to furnish a plan and report .upon the same, I have the 
honpur to submit the accompanying plan and report as follows. -· · 

' . . 

Having obtained a party of good bushmen, .with the necessary outfit of tents, pro~isions, &c., I 
left_ Hobart on Monday evening, 19th October, and proceeded to Launceston by rail, where I was 
instructed to meet and confer with the Committee.of the La:unceston and N orth-'f est Direct Route 
Association, and also to enable Mr. Russell, who was to accompany the expedition as guiqe, to join 
the party. . . . . . . 

I met the Committee on Tuesday, and having- examined the cha_rts in their posses&ion, decided 
to take the southern, or route via Mount Pelion ,vest and Granite Tor, that being the route 
indicated by the Committee as the one they wished me to test first. 

_ Mr. Russell joined the party at Launceston, and we proceeded thence by rail to Mole, Creek, 
reachil}g there upon Thursday evening. 

The, same night J made_ arrangements with Mr. Wm. Aylett, of Mole Creek, to undertake the 
packing of our outfit of tents, toole, provisions, &c., as far along the line of route. as he could get 
with his horses. 

The following morni_ng (Friday, 23rd October), the party left Mole Cre~k at 7 A.M., and 
:tool.: the first load of provisions to the bridge over the River Mersey at Li~na, Aylett retui;ning to 
Mole Creek ·for a second Joad. . . 

I left Mole Creek with Aylett the next morning, and reaching the Mersey found the camp 
.pitched an'd all in readine_S!! to commence work the following week ... 

Taking the bridge 9ver the Mersey as my startiup:-point, I con-imericed t}:ie chaiµage of. the 
track from there, proceeding by what is known as Griffin's Road (a road recei;itly constructed by 

· the Public Works Department), a distance of some 3 miles 30 chains to ~he summit of Gad's Hill. 

; At this point I decided to leave this roarl, and finding I should have to go thr9ngh so:nie priva,te 
property, l marked the track along what had apparently been an old road formerly cleared by, th~ 
Public Works Department, but now blocked with fallen timber, scrub, and rubbish. 

,, 

This we foli~wed for, some 50 chains, and then.came on to land that.is cleare.d and fenc~d, a11d 
ovv:,ned by)\fr .. Jobn Field, of Deloraine, forming what is known locrully as Gad's Hil~ stati_on. 

' , , I , • 

, .On ,M.onday, October.26, !..found a_nd re-cleared some of the bounda_ry)ines o( ~he Qa,q's ~i.II 
bloc~~, and ~s they·prov~d fairly level took the line of track along them, to _ ayoi,d _ UJ;lf\eHessar~ly 

t ' ' ' 
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cutting up private land, and continued to follow the boundaries until I reached the south-east angle
of the measured lots, and had. Crown land ahead. 

On Tuesday, 27th, taking Aylett for a guide; I went on an exploring expedition in :t southerly. 
direction, along the plateau upoi1 the top of Gad's Hill, for some 9 or JO miles, and found there 
was no serious obstacle for. that distance. 

We then commenced ·cutting and marking the line, at a bearing a little to the west of south. 
,over undulating country, timbered with stringy-bark ( E. sieberiana), with here. and there a patch 
of open, covered with w4at is known to stockmen as white grass. This country extended to a 
small creek flolvirig into the Mersey, at 7 miles 50 chains from our starting-point, or 3k miles from 
Gad's Hill station. 

Here there was a change, in the shape of a quartzite hill, running directly across our course, 
timbered with peppermint gums (Euc. amygdalina), and covered with a dense prickly scrub, and 
known locally as the Lemontine Hill. . 

From Gad's Hill station to this point we had been practically following the old track used by 
stockmen, crossing and recrossing it at the grade required; but finding that it led over this hill at 
a gradient of about 1 ft. in 6 ft., I made a deviation, and · took the new line over this obstacle at 
1 in J3. · · 

· In a break in this hill, where there was some water, we made our third camp, eight miles and 
fifty chains from the Mersey bridge at Liena. While at this camp we had a couple of days on 
which. it was snowing heavily, with hail and sleet, making m~tters rather unpleasant for track 
marking. · · 

From this point I followed the old track (which was the one followed by Russell), crossing and 
recrossing to straighten it, until the northern edge of the Berriedale Plain was reachP.d, 11 miles· 
from Liena, where, finding the oi.d track tu·rned away in a north-westerly direction and passed over
some broken ugly country until the Mackenzie Plain was reached, and then turned again south, I 
left it, and, still keeping a southerly course, skirted the side of the hill at an easy grade, through a 
country covered with a dense growth of myrtle (Fagus cunn.) and pepper-tree, until the south end 
of the Mackenzie was reached, at what is known as the Divide between the Mackenzie and the 

· Oakley range, ] 8 miles 70 chains from Liena, and 3550 ft. above sea level. Here we again touched 
_the old track, and followed it through open grassy country for a couple of miles, when I had again 
to leave it, and keeping a little more south, wound around the south-eastern spurs of Mount Oakley,. 
and obtained an easy ·grade down into the lower country in the vicinity of Lake Ayr, at the heacl 
waters of the River. Forth, and near l\'Iount Pelion East. . 

At 25 miles 43 chains from Liena we found the old marked line of the Mole Creek-vV est 
Coast railway survey, made some years since by Mr. Stewart, and clearing it out, followed it until 
we•reached the old camp of that party at Mount Pelion East. We reached this point with om· 
camp, &c., on Saturday, November 28, 1896, having marked and measured 27½ miles of track. 

The whole of the next week was occnpied in cutti1ig and marking the track to tributary of the· 
Forth fiowin~ at the foot of Mount Pelion \Vest, and Ly Saturday, December 5, we bad moved 
our camp to this stream, 30¼ miles from Liena. . · 

At Mount Pelion West I was given to understand the· difficulties of road-making- would 
commence; and the .rugged old m9trntaii1, frowning down upon us with his sides clothed with a 
dense gTowth of all the rubbish indigenous to this portion of Tasmania, · certainly did look a 
formidable obstacle standing directly across our path. 

However, Pelion West did not prove so formidable a customer as he looked; for, after having 
ascended to what is known as Pelion Saddle, upon the northern side of the mountain, taking my 
aneroid and noting approximate distances, which proved upon being measured to be fairly correct. 
I found that I could reach that point from my camp in the valley belmv at an approxim:1te gradient 
of 1 in 20. ' 

This was done, and Pelion Saddle was reached at 3249 feet above sea-level, 34~ miles from 
Liena. 

From Pelion Saddle to Lake Will, at the 'foot of Barn Bluff Mountain, the track passes 
generally over open buttou-·rush country, broken. in a series of deep ravines and water-courses, b11t 

. presenting· no serious difficulties in the way of road-making·, the· ruling grades being- easy, and the 
country as a rule sound, with· a shallow peaty formation on top, underneath a bottom of white 
gravel. On Wednesday, November 16, hail the camp moved to the foot of Barn Bluff; and on 
Sunday, the 20th, takiug .three of th·e party with me, I went to the summit of that mountain, • 
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hoping- to obtain a good view of the country to the westward. By an~roid I made the summit 
of Barn Blufl 5045 feet.above sea, but failed to get a good view of the country I wanted to see,. 
owing to the dense volume of smoke arising from numerous bush fires enveloping the country in
almost every direction. 

On Monday, 21st of December, I went with Russell, examined the country north of Mount
Inglis, and found it practicable, but very densely wooded with stunted myrtle and peppermint 
gums until the Second Divide, between the waters flowing into the Fury and Bluff Rivers, is. 
reached. _Here the country is again open, being destitute of timbe1· o~ any kind. 

· I objected to this part of the route, owing to the great height above sea-some 3859 feet-but: 
as Russell informed me that he had_ tried to pass upon the south side of the mountain, and found it· 
impracticable owing to perpendicular cliffs; I decided to g·o this way. (1 afterwards found Russell's. 
information to be incorre'ct.) · · · · 

December the 25th, 1896, (Christmas Day), found us in camp at Barn Bluff, and all hands. 
had a day's liberty. 

On the 26th (Boxing Day) we were again at our work. The weather, which had hitherto
been .fine, now broke, and about ~won on that date it commenced to rain in torrents,· and continued 
to• do so until the evening of Monday; December 28. 

On the 29th we were again at work, and the next day finished the marking· of the route to the· 
foot of Mount Inglis; · · · ·· · , 

Thursday, the 31st of Januar.y, 1896, proving fine, taking Russell as a companion, I made an 
early start for the Cradle Mountain, on whose summit I hoped to find the old trig, and test my 
observations as to aneroid heights, and also obtain a view of the country ahead to the westward. 

· We reached the foot of the basaltic cliffs forming the cap of the mountain at about 12·30 P.:li

Had a billy of t_ea,_ some ]unclh and a short rest. 2·_30 P.M., found us ~1pon the summit, where l 
found the old trig m a fairly g·ood stat~ of preservat10n. · 

The correct height of the Cradle Mountain by the trig survey is 5069 feet above sea, ancl 
as I made it by aneroid 5085, it may be fairly assumed that the observations taken and the 
heights givE;n over 'my line of route are substantially correct, the difference of 16 feet noted being 
practically nothing, when it is remembered that my observations had extended over a number of 
weeks, and· in all sorts of weather. 

. We regained our camp at 8·30 that evening, found the remainder of the party had arrived 
just before us, they having been engaged in chaining the marked line during the day. 

At 40,t miles the track crossed the Bluff River close to its source in Lake Will ; this is here
only a small, shallow stream, with a hard gravel_ly bottom, fordable at all times. A_t 41½ miles the 
track enters a belt of dense scrub; consisting· ·of fagus, myr.tle, and horizontal; this continues for 
about half a mile; when it again emerges on to the open at Fury Saddle, No. 1 on the plan, 3550, 
feet above sea, and 42 miles 28 chains from Liena. · 

· Thi,; point was reached, and the tmck completed to it on Saturday, January 9, 1897. In the 
meantime the weather had been very bad, heavy rains, snow, and dense fogs greatly retarding· 
operations. Sunday, January 10, broke fine, and we took advantage of it to move our camps some
distance ahead to the western slope of Mount Inglis. The same day I went to the summit of that 
mountain, made its height by aneroid· 4200 feet above sea, and also obtained a fine view of the
country to the westward, over ':hich the tra?k. had to pass. 

From Fury Divide, No. I, the track as marked winds around the northern spurs of Mount 
Inglis through a dense scrub, until it emerges on to the open at Fury Divide No. 2, 3850 feet. 
above sea, 44 miles 23 chains from Liena. 

On :Mouday, January 11, taking Aylett for a g-uide, I went over the proposed route as far as
Granite Tor; found it te1-ribly broken by gorg!'ls a_nd ravines, formed by the numerous small streams 
flowing into the.rivers Fury and -Bluff, but perfectly practicable. This day 'again proved bad, a 
heavy rain· and dense fog Retting in ,while we were upon the Tor, making it somewhat difficult to 
fiud our camp upon the return journey. · 

This continued for thP. next ten days, making the work of marking the track very difficult, as. 
it was literally feeling our way during the fogs. 

' ' 

On January 24 I moved my camp·to Granite Tor, having completed the line thus fa1·, 49 'miles. 
47 chains from Liena, 3010 feet above sea level. · 
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Fi:om;.the saddle on Gl'anite Tor, ·Mount lllack, .w:-l1ich- ultimately proved our destination,- v:ai:: 
in_ sight, and viewing the country bet.ween the-. two point.s, it apparen,tl-y .consisted. of a series of' 
mqµntai~. chain,s intersected, with deep gullies and ravines. · 

After Russell had indicated the route he proposed to take, and I had examined a portion of it, 
I inforined him that it was impracticable_-for ·a road of any sort, and proceeded to exp,lore_the country 
in. the- vicinity of the 'I'or __ wit.h the. view, of finding a way down .on to the lower ground in the vicinity 
.of the tributaries.of: the Pieman, the de1-1se.scrub on all sides making· t_his a difficult operation. 

On one occasion,' noticing some appart~ntly fairly open ·country in the vicinity of Sophia Peak, 
1 asked Russell if I managed, to g·.et dow 11· to ir. if. I could ~tet through between that peak and the 
spurs of Granite Tor, where I St.Ip posed the.Sophia River to flow, but he ·replied that I could not, as 
at, that poi_nt th_ei:e was a_ tre111e,nd9u~. g:orge through which it wag impossible to· take a road, and 
that if I got clown into the open country I should only have to climb up again to get over the spnr 
-of the Tor. 

Supposi;1g that this infurm~tion would be correct, I ]Jr~ceeclecl to work my way down the side 
·of the l'or through a densely wooded, broken country. I commenced to descend at a gTadient of 
about l _in 15, and afte1: having proceeded at. this for al:Jout 3¼ miles, came to a large creek flowing 
to _the.south w~st, a trilmtary of the Sophia River. Having 11otetl a break in the rno1111tain some 
distance ahead, and knowing that I was now ab9ut·tipon a.le.velwith it, I altered the gra.de to 
almost level, and made for the ureak mentiu11ed, where I expected to find a pass. 

. ' . 
Finding that Russell was of little use as guide, he knowing little or nothing about the country 

-0ver which I could see we must pass, I decided to dispatch an advance party, consisting of J. Innes 
.a11ad \V. Aylett,. with orders to push through to Mount Black; noting the description of country 
they pass~d over, and, then return, so that I might have some reliable i11formatioi1 to work upon, and 
to enable either of the two .meu mentioned to act as guide as occasion required, Russell, at his own 
J·equest, being· employed in packing· the provisions along· the route. · 

Aylett and Innes carried out their instrnctions wr.11. Leaving- my camp upon Grnnite Tor on 
_February 2, they pushed throng·h to Mount Black, firing the country anywhe1·e there was a chance 
to burn it, went right through to the bridge over the Stit, on the Ringville track, and rejoined me on 
·Granite Tor on Tuesday, February 9, having been· absent just seven clays. 

'l'hey reporting a practicable route-via the Sophia Valley and Mount Farrell, into the valley of the 
River Mackintosh, I continued the track at an easy g-rndient into. the pass before mentioned, Aylett 
-and Innes having come through that way on thei1· return journey, a_nd cutting our way through it, 
.strnck the head of a small creek flowing clown the north-western slope of the Tor, towards the 
So_phia. The. Track -now follows the course of' this creek through a broken, difficult country, 
consisting of granite hummocks and deep ravines .. This wafi cov~red with a de·nse growth of ti-tree 
(J11elalrmca), banera, horizontal, and button-rush, and although the fires started by Aylett and 
.J. Innes had run over it, being damp underfoot, they had orily ·burned the leaves, the blackened 
.sticks remaining, and being nearly as had as the green scrnb to deal with. I followed the course of 
this creek until the 60th mile was reached, when, finding I could g·et better country by again taking 
to- the spurs o~ the Tor ·and following them clown, at 63 miles from Liena came on to the low land 
11ear the Sophia, and l 060 feet above sea. 

• On Tuesday, Febrnary 16, I moved my camp t0 the bank of the Granite Creek, near the junction 
,of. that stream and the Sophia Hive1·, )1aving,roughed out t_he line thus far, but the track was not 
co,mpleted to the camp until the 30th of the same month; our progress havinl!: become of a necessity 
,slow since leaving the saddle on Granite T01:, all our supply of provisions, tents, etc., having now to 
be, ciLrried upon the me11's backs, and the track, running· through a very. densely wooded country, 
lrnd to be well cut out to enable them to get along with their loi1.ds. • • 

. During the time the mP.n were engnp;ed clearing· out and marking the line to the new camp I 
had occupied my time in examiniug .the surrounding country for fort.her proceedings, and I now 
-discovered that I had been put to needle~s trnuble in gett.ing. from Granite 'l'or to the point where I 
was then camped, as there was a perfectly practicable and easy route outainable by striking the 
he.ad of the north branch of the Sophia, near its source upon.·Granite Tor; and following down the 
.Sophia Valley, instead of passing over the rough, broken country before mentioned . 

.' I also tried to cross the Vict;;ri:~·Range near Victoria Peak, thence into the valley of.- the 
1\1.urchison River, but found it-could not be done owing to the rugged- nature of the country upon 
the ~I urcbison side of the range, so I abandoned the attempt, and decided to take the route 
indicated by J. Innes and Aylett as the. best. 

On lVIarch 3 the weathe1·, which had been very Lad fo1· some days past, became much worse, 
and from,that date to the 13th. of sa;me month_ the sui'rounding mountains were snow-clad, and the 
rain falling in torrents, all the streams became flooded,' and we wete confined to the tents. 
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. · O.nt)1e )3th· RusseH left tht3 camp _for. the depot ,•o.n Granite· Tor to ·m.eet A,ylett., .'Y.ho. ,-w~s' <,::,, 
packing o.ur supplies from l\folf Creek to .that point with .hprses ; . butjm-the l 7th,Russell .ret,urnet:l,, r,;;T 
to camp, ,Aylett not ~aving arri,,ecL; .w,:eat_lwr very paq, still. rainirig. heavily-. · ... , . . . :;':.,. , . ·::\.:'. 

Thj f6llow~~g Satu.rd~y,.r",~g;in d~~p:t~h~~- Huss.ell,, and,. witl1:J~iin l, .lll~~l'.;ntj ,Br~tj,~}1~_~: ,-:i~;'\) 
the depot, keepmg_ Rowe with me, and went on marking the line towards a gorge between the 
Victoria Range_ and H_igh. To.r, through .:vi'hich T V\'.as aware. the line m.ust pass. ", 

Ru'sseli \ind 'party' reached the T~r that evening; Aylett ~~ri~ed the nexf mo
0

~·riing;' ,:~~ci''f\i•' 

reported having lost one of his horses upon .the jourl_ley., \':: . 

They had the first supply of provisions in c·~mp bythe 23~d; ~nd on W~dnesd~y, 24th, ;~ 
moved. 01,1r camp into the pass befor~.me,ntioned, the .fracli; .having in the meanti~e been cleared,:to 
that point 6..5 miles 50 chains from ,Lieii,l}-iand H.00 feet above sea lev,el. 

From this point the line gradually descends through a heavily-wooded country ihto the flats 
in the-vicinity _of the confluence of the,. Sophia_ -and Mackintosh rivers, and is _a -very easy.;grade 
until the Sophia is reached. · · ;. ·, .. : •.. . . , . ,. . . . : . ... . · . 

At 67. miles 33 chains a small tributary.of tqe Sophia was crossed, with Jow banks and a hard, 
gravelly bottom; is easily fordable .. At.68. miles 8 chains we crossed a'nother large tributary, one 
and a quar~er chains wide; but like ·the, former. it f!5, easily fo!'dable, except in flood time, when it 
would be dangerous. Sixty-ni11e mile~ tliitty-th.r:e.e :chains (69 miles .33 chain.s). brought qs ,to th~ 
bank of the Sophia itself. This is a fine;' large stream, flowing through a flat country, with some
good land and fi~etimber upon its banks.• It coul:d.be-easily bridged., there being plenty of good 
timber available for that purpose close ~t;l1,anq. : At th_e f9rdiHg-place where the track crosses -tl1~ . 
Sophia is one chain thirty links wide, with 'banks about six or eight feet above the normal water 
level ; has ,a good hard bottom of small .stones, a11d is easily,. fordable.. . . , . · . · · · 

I caused a large tree to be fell~d.across this st~~ayµ, so that u~less in a very high flood, .wha~, 
the water might possibly be over the tree; it is crossable at any tim~.. . . . . . . , , ... , •:. · 

. By Saturday, .March 27, 1897,, the track was cut.and markeq to the· ford,_.and all our .. camp, 
equipmentmoved up. On Sunday,.the28th, taking J. lnneswithme, I made my.way to. the junction . 
of the Sophia and l\fackiptosh Rivers, thence following the •course of the Macki11tosh for .a mile o,I" 
two, passed around the north end of Mount Farrell, and then went to the summit of that mouptain. 
From there I obtained a good view of the country between my camp and the Murchison _River. 

The following Sunday, April 4, found two men and myself upon the north bank of the,
0 

, 

l\fnrchison, about half a mile from its confluence with the Mackintosh, where it forms the Pieman, 
the remainder of the party being behind engaged in packing camps;· &c'. along. 

The weat,he~, which had kept fine up to the ·4th,· now broke, a~d the following m~rning if was·· 
raining heavily, and the Murchison, which is here·a fine broad stream, flowing over a ·storty··oe'd . 
some 20 feet below its natural banks, began to rise, making our chances· of-getting across for·· some 
days look rather doubtful. .. . 

• ' • 'I ''• • ,, ' ' ' '·' 

The tra~k was. completed 'to the ·banks of the Murchison, 74 miles 48 cl~ains·from. Liena; 'on 
-April 6th, and on Wednesday, the 7th, Aylett, who. had been assisting with the packing,: l'eft ~-s Mr 
·Mole Creek, now, some 86 miles distanfbj our route. 'He took-a inail with hiiri; al'.l'd ·delivered it 
at the Mole Creek Post Office on the evening of' Friday, April' 9, · having done the'johrney, in 
terrible weather, in three days. . . , 

· Bad weather had now set in, and it rained more or ·Jess' every day i;intil Saturday,', April 'l 7. . 
,'J.'his day broke fine and the river commenced to·fall ra'pidly, so· that· by the· next morning (Easter
Sunday) it was apparently fordable. Having got all our equipment'close to the bank o( the river,· · 
J. Innes and myself went in to the .river, Russell. following, each having a load, and after a stiff 
struggle with the current, which was very swift, landed them safe upon the opposite side. We had to
make three trips each way, and found it II?,UCh more difficult to keep i1pori our feet When. recrossing 
without a load than when we had 60 lb. ·or· 7fr lb: weight· upon- our backs'.. 'l'he watei:->was not at 
any time higher than 01;1r waist~., and two or three inch'es deeper, ,;yith the sa~e cur~ent, ~one ,of us 
·could have stood· np . .to.1t;. We had·aJlfoin·as''.safely:landed up()n the south, bank·. by midday, but 
before we could get camps pitcbe<l it again ~ommencecl to rain, and •the Murchison was' 'ohce: mor.e
rising. We .had .b~eff detained- 12 days by the river, and all ha:rids had been upon short allowance,. 
as· it was necessary to husband our supplies until we got within reach of Mount Black mines,.. 
which.were still a good many miles away. · · · · ·· 

, 1. r • , .'..'.,. 1', · ,,.: ,\, · ·,,,. ',. • , r · ,; ,; • '.: .. , '·-' 1 ' 

It continued to' rain heavily untiFth8'.22nd, 'when we again got to work and commenced cut.ting· 
our way through a dense scrub, down.the valley of the Mackintosh or ·Pieman. The track from 
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this point follows the v·alley of the l~ieman through a. broken.co1mtry heavily timbered with stringy
,bark ( .E;. gigantea), and also stringy-bark gumtop ( B. sieberiana), black wood ( Acacia melano:rylon), 
.and myrtle ( Fagus cunn.), the unuergrowth being chiefly tree ferns ( Dicl1sonia antarctica), 
horizo11tal, ti-tree ( 1'1lelaleuca) and b~uera, until it reaches the surveyed claims in the vicinity of 
.Mount Black, where the Rosebery mine is situated. 

By Saturday, May I, we had reached the first of these claims, and found upon inquiry that we 
"'·ere within some three miles in a direct line from the bridge over the River Stit-our destination. 

From this· point I despatched J. Innes to l{ingville to obtain supplies and forward letters to 
,say we were within measurable distance of civilisation. 

We were now having terrible weather, the surronnding mountains being covered with snow, 
rain, hail, and sleet, with high winrls, being the order of the day, but with a willing party 1 he work 
was kept moving. 

By Monday, May 10, we had marked and riieasured 82¼ miles of track, and this day proving 
fine, we moved our camps to within four miles of the Stit. · _ 

The following· morning it was raining llgain, and we haci' now to encounter some of the 
l1eaviest scrub upon the whole line, a dense mass of horizontal, the track having literally to be cut 
through almost a solid mass; bnt my men got it through, and we connected to the Ringville track 
-at the bridge over the Stit on the evening of ·w ednesday, May 19. · · · . · 

We had our camps, etc., moved into the Rosebery claim by Saturday the 22nd, and were 
110spitably received by-the Manager, Mr. Echberg, and ~1is miners. 

We stayed at the Rosebery until Monday, the -24th, when all hands proceeded to Ringville, 
where_ we found good accommodation with moderate charges .at Hart's Hotel. Stayed there that 
,evening, ·and the following day took the North-East Dundas tram for Zeehan, the silver city of the 
,vest, arriving there after dark. • • · · • · • · · · 

Here we found g·ood accommodation at the Shelverton Hotel, Mairi street ; stayed that nig·ht, 
proceeding next morning by rail to Strahan ... Obtained passag-es in the s.s. Australia; left Strahan 
the same evening, and reached Hobart on Thursday, May 27, after a.n absence of seven months 
.and a half. · 

The general course of the track, and the features of the country over which it passes, arc as 
follow :- · · · · ' · · · 

. After leaving Gad\: HiU sf~tion·, about 4 mii'es: fro111 Li~n·a, th.e genP-ral cou~se for the next 20 
miles is about south, and is over a comparatively lightly-timbered country, with plenty of good 
,grass, especially on the Berriedale Plain and its immediate, .vicinity. · _It has a good, hard bottom,. 
with easy gradients, varying from level to 1 in 13, with very l~ttl(l of the latter. This brings us t~ 
.the southern extre11:1ity of. the Oakley Range. 

From this point to Mount Pelion West, a distance of about seven ·miles, the course is about 
west; the country is partly open, pa_rt densely wooded, hut with the exception o,f a few scatten~d 

. basaltic boulders upon the slopes of M<;mnt Oakley th.er~_is nothing to make track-forming expensive. 
The gradients upon this_ portion, vary from 1 in 14 t.Q l.in_.40 to Jeyel, and the country, with the 
-exception of a few ~oft pa_tche~ nea.r Lake 4"yr, is !30

1
und,. ,,,,.. . . , 

From the foot of ]\,fount Pelion West the line runs in a noriherlv direction for auout three 
miles, at an. ascending grad(l of I ir1 20, the country yodt. beiug· sapd~ro{ie (coal measures),_anrl the 
cross sections, which hitherto had lien i1i1materi~l, a1·~ steep, varying;, .frnm l () deg. to 30 deg. This 
portion of the route ,is through a det1se.'s~1:ub,_hut as.i,t is g_eueraHy _s1uall .s,tutf', it would 11ot be costly. 
to clear. · . , . . . . · .. , . . , . . 

From thispoint to: Fury S~ddle N.o. ~' tte cou;s~ is>~P~.~ ~.!{,W~ ;. the country is fairly open 
until nearing :M.oun,t)ng~is,,wher,{heavy belts_of~.c_n~p are n.1et.with ... 

. The country .rock consists of tiie' coal m.easures near 1"i~{m't P~lion ; quartzite, with conglomerate 
and lime~tone, as the vicin,ity, of Barn Bluff is reached; and coal. measures llgain in the vicinity of 
Barn Bluff and :Mount Inglis. T.he gr.adients ar~ easy, ~ in. I~ to-~ in 20 being the rule. 

From Fury Saddle, No. 2, to the 51st mile-peg on _Granite ,Tor the country is very broken, 
consisting _of hummocks open on top, their ~ides and gullies between being full of scrub and rubbish. 
The country. rock, as .a rule, is grey granite, with here and there an outcrop of quartzite- or schist. 
The ruling grades betwe.en Fury 8addle, No. 2, and Grani-t~, Tor, are• from. J .in 13 to 1 in 20, with 



on,e short piece of a few chains at l in 11. · Some of the cross sections are as high ,as 25 d~g.,. ,but as, 
a rule they are slight. The general coul'se from Fury Saddle, No. 2, to the 51-mile, 1:ieg,.011 the 
slopes of the Tor, is about south-west-. · 

. From the 51-mile peg to the 63rd, near Granite Creek, the general course is about east. This 
1s the most rugged and costly portion of the ,'v-hole route, the country rock being a hard,· grey 
granite, cropping up in hnge bo\ilders, making track-forming expensive; the clearing would b'e the
heaviest npon the whole line, owing- to the dense nature of the scrub, which, when nearing the· 
Sophia Valley, is thickly studded _with heavy timber. The ruling grades are; hoI\'ever, easy;. 
rangingfrom l in 16 to] in 30, with here and there a short piece at l in 12 or 13. ·, · 

.From Granite Creek, throiigh Alexandra Pass, thence to the north end of Mount Farrell; the 
course is about north-west; the country as a rule covered with heavy scmb, the grades easy, and 
the cross-sections tlrn same. . 

The country rock is generally a soft schist, with here and there an outcrop of quartz or grani~e.:.· 
• I • • • 

At the no'rth .end of Mount Farrell a few huge· conglomerate boulders are encountered,. 
through which a track will require to be blasted for a short distance, some two or three chains; hut 
from this point_ to the crossing· at the l.VIurchison, at 74 miles 48 chains from· Liena, there is no·· 
obstacle worth mentioning, the whole distance being; comparatively level.. Th'e general cour~e from.• 
the north end of Mount Farrell to the Murchison crossing is about south by west. . ... 

After. crossing- the Murchison, the line is cut through a heavily tim·bered country around· "Che 
slopes of Mount Black and in the valley of the Pieman, but the' grades are very easy, and with the·. 
exception of a few ravine,; and watercourses, such as arn generally to ue met with· in this description 
of count1·y, there is nothing to pre\'ent a good road bei.ng m1de at a m:>derate expense. 

D·istance. 

The,total distance from Mole Creek to the bridge over the s·tit is 98 miles; from Liena to the
Stit 86 miles 39 chains. The distance from: -the Stit bridge to Ringyille by the Ringville track is 
about 6~ miles. The present terminus of the North-East Dundas tramway is within a few minutes .. 
walk of Ringville. ' · 

JJfarldng. 

· The track has been well cut out through all heavy scrub, so that there is no difficulty in carry-
ing an ordinai·y swag along it. All timber within easy reach is 111arked upon either side with a 
large blaze or horseshoe mark; all logs crossed have a large notch cut on centre of track. In any 
open country the route is indicated by stout stakes, seldom less than 4 inches in diameter, from. 
5 feet to 6 feet high, firmly planted in the ground at intervals of auout 5 chains where the line is
straight, and much closer where ~t makes a sudden turn. In a few places wh<:)re stakes are not easily 
available the _route is indicated by cairns of stone, with a short stout stake firmly planted in the
summit of the cairn. At each I O chains a short stout peg is driven, with _the distance in miles and!. 
chains plainly marked upon it. At every uiile a stout post is finnly fixed in the ground; sho.wing'' 

. about 3 feet above the surface, and the mileage marked upon it. . 

The fording-places at all creeks are weli and· plai~ly marked by finger-posts and directions
upon the nearest tree. At the Sophia Crossing a track is also cut down the east bank of that river
to its confluence with the Mackintosh, where there is a good ford across that stream, a finger-post: 
marked upon a tree giving directions where it is to be found. 

Land. 

In several places alo;1g the line of route some fine agricµltural land was met with, notably so-. 
in the vicinity of Lake Ayr, the,Sophia, and its main tributary, and in the valley of the Murchison, 
but especially in the valley of the first-mentioned stream and on the sunounding hills upon the-
eastern side 0f the river. 

The flats in the vicinity of the river and 'its main tributary are a rich chocolate soil, very deep •. 
and are covered with a dense growth of tree ferns ( Dicksonia antarctica), the underg-rowth being-
generally a small fern known as cathead; the standing•timbBr being chiefly myrtle ( Fagus cunn.) 
of a large size~ with here and there a solitary white gum. I had not the time to make any estimate-· 
of the probable area, but, viewing it from the summit of Mount Farrell, there was apparently a. 
large area available suitable for agriculture, it being only some 760 feet ab,1ve sea level. . , · 

Near the confluence of the rivers Mackintosh and Murchison the tra~k passed through some· 
splendid land of the same description. This is well sheitered from the prevaili:ig winds, and should_ 
make good homesteads for small farmers. 
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. The land in the vicinity of Lake Ayr co11sists of rich bottom land covered with a rank growth 
-0f white grass, whicli" our j~ded pa~kshOrfieS seemed to greatly enjoy. 'rhe whple of the way-from 
Gad's Hill station patches of good feeding land are to be met witb.. · 

Timber. 
All the way fr\>tll the Liena to.the Berriedale Plain there is a fair amount of fine timber, con

sisting of swamp gum ( E. amygdalina), gurritop ( E; sieberiana), and stringybark ( E. obliqiw). 

. Fro1n th~ Berriedale Plain to the foot of Mount Oakley there is very little timber of any 
value, what there is being chiefly peppermint ( E. amygdalina), and very stunted. At· the foot of 
Mount Oakley and on the lower spurs of Mount Pelion East, we have string-y-bark ( E. obli,,ua} 
o( fair quality, mid ·some gurntop, fine y_oung timber, myrtle ( Fagus czt!'l,n,j, and King ·wmiam 
pmes ( Athrata:c-is). · · . . . · · 

Upon the south-western slopes of Granite Tor, and upon the lower slopes of the mountain 
known as High Tor, there are some belts of gumtop·( E. sil'beriana), fine lofty clean timber, so fin· 
untouched by fires and the bushman's axe. · 

In the valley an<l low hills near the Sophia River we have timl1er of the same quality, and-· the 
-same occurs again in the valley of the Murchison, especially near" the confluence of that _river and 
th~ Mackintosh. In this· vicinity we ca~i.e across some fihe black\'i•ood · trees ( Acacia m. ), inter..: 
.mixed with the gumtop, _and in some few instances quite as lofty. · . · · 

~'here is a· little King William pine upon the hig·her spurs of Mount Black, and upon its lowei-
:spurs and outlying hills-myrtle of splendid quality abounds: . ~ · . · 

Minerals. 
At or near Mount Pelion East this route enter;; what may he termed the g1·eat mineral belt 

·which rnns from north to south along· the western portion of Tasmania, and from there to the 
. bridge over the Stit, our terminu.~, the whole country passed over gives indications of being a valuable 
mineral field. Near Mount Pelioq East a Northern company have discovered a pyrites lode con
taining silver, copper, and golu, and tp.ey are qo\v driving to strike the lode at a lower level to test 
its value. · ' · · · 

Upon the spurs of the Pelion ,Vest the .coal measures appear, and what is apparently ·a seam 
-of valuable steam coal has been found. 

Near Barn Bluff there are vast quantities of valqable cannel coal lying abou·t, upon an<l just 
,under the surface of the· ground, the seam !\pparently having heen broken up by sorne convulsion of 
.nature.· · 

All the creeks having their source on Granite Tor, which were crossed by the track, carried 
ifo in small quantities. And in the valley of the Sophia, upori t.he steep-sides of the Victoria Range, 
and in the deep gorges anµ gullies about:J\:1ount Farrell, huge outcrops of iron gossan, and in some 
places pyrites, were noticed. · 

In the bed of the l\1urchison River almost every stone you can break carries a mineral of 
some sort, from shining galena to dull looking copper pyrite~, all ten.ding to show that this splendid 
stream, with its enormous water power, has.been for ages past gradually wearing it:5 \vay through 
rocks carrying metals of. all descriptions. · · · 

Bridges: 
The only b1·idge of any magnitude that would be required upon this route would be one over 

·the River Murchison. This is a large rapid stream, three chains wide where the track crosses, ancl 
,althoµgh fordable in many places wheri at its summer level, still, with only a very moderate amount 
of rai1i it becomes impassable without-a bridge of some description. When detained upon its banks 
my party felled no less than nine large trees, most of which reached the oppo,;ite ba11k, bu_t to no 
purpose, for as soon as any portion of them touched the water they were at ·once broken off arid 
-swept away. There is a fine site for !lo suspension_ bridge a few chains above where the track crosses, 
and the span would not be mote than about 190 feet, with plenty of good timber within easy reach. 

. ' ' . '. 

The Sophia; and its largest tributary are the only othel' streams that would be lih:"ely to requii·e a 
bridge over them; in b_otlf cases in their normal _condition: they are only shallow sl11ggish streams, 
withhard gravelly bottqms a~d low-banks, and as there is plenty of good ti1nber available in both 
instances, the cost of bridging should nof be anything-very considerable. ' · 

.· Deviations reqztired: 

Upon the a~companying plan I have'indicated-two deviations which are required to obtain the 
:best line. The first i~ at lVIount Inglis, the line as marked, ·for reasoi1s stated in a former portiou · 
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-of thi~ Report, was taken upon the northern side of the mountain, where I found afterwards that it 
-could and should have gone upon the southern side, as in that case I should have been in at least at 
.500 feet less altitude, with· plenty of shelter in the shape of timber, &c., which is a · consideration 
where snow is likely to be encountered. · 

'l'he second one marked is more important still, as, by taking the route indicated upon the plan, 
-easy grades can be obtained, and some 14 miles of the worst country upon the whole route be 
avoided, and a very material difference be made in the cost of construction for this portion of the 
line. · · · 

. Some mile,and a half of this deviation, commencing near Granite Creek, and running up the 
Sophia Valley, has already been marked, and before I left it I satisfied myself that it could be done, 
.and the track altered to pass that way; · 

. As a rule the health of ihe whole party was good until nearing the en,d of our journey, 1 wnen 
one of the party had a severe attack of rheumatism, which threatened to lay him up, and during 
-the la$t fortnight, when near the Rosebery, I was an invalid myself, having a severe attack of low 
_fever, brought on by long exposure to damp and cold. With these exceptions, and sundry cuts and 
bruises, there was nothing serious to complain of. · 

~Ir. Aylett, who undertook to pack ·our supplies as· far he could get with his horses, carried 
-out his task in a very satisfactory manner, and to him the party ~re indebted for many little kind
.nesses in the shape of parcels and letters delivered. When he had done with the horses, he assisted 
my men to pack the rations as far as the Murchison, crossing where he left us, on April ,the 7th, 

-carrying with him the good wishes of the whole party, and when anything is done tovrards making 
this route available for iraffic I can confidently recommend him as the right man to form the guide 
for the party having the work in hand. 

The weather during the first part of the journey was all that could be desired, but with the 
:beginning of the ne,v, year it broke up, and at least one-half the remainder of the ·time occupied was 
wet and bad. · 

In the months of March and Ap1·il we had no less than 36 days' heavy rain, and up to the 
,date of our leaving in May we had had 11 wet days. 

,At.l\fount Black, the Mine Manager at the Rosebery informed me that he had noted the same 
number of wet days that I had during those months, and that from February 20 to May 20, according 
to his rain g·auge, 2 foet of rain had fallen. 

Tr.king the ti-ack as a whole, from start to finish it passes over a country well wol'th opening 
up, and once a practicable line of traffic is formed it should prove an attraction for tonrists, as, for 
mountain and lake scenery, especially _in the vicinity of Barn Bluff and the Cradle Mountain, it 
forms one of the most beautiful portions of the Colony, and with a decent track of any sort would 
-easily be reached. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Tlte If on. the 11-finistel' of Lan,ds and Works, ~·c. 

Y o~r obedient Servant, 

E. G. INNES, District Surveyor, 
in charge of Track Party. 

WILLIAllI GRAHAlllE, J'UN., 
GOVEI.UfHE:-.T PRI~TER, TASM.A NIA. 
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